MARIAN MONCURE DUNCAN

Marian Moncure Duncan has been assoclated with William
and Mary in various capacities: as a student in the 1930s,
as a parent of three sons here in the 1950s and 1960s, and
as a Board of Visitors member from 1966 to 1974. She and
her husband, Robert V.H. Duncan, run an insurance business
in Northern Virginia, and Mrs. Duncan is and has been active
in numerous organizations, most notably perhaps the Daughters
of the American Revolution. She discussed her experiences
and feelings about William and Mary in this interview in

Williamsburg.

Changes in ink on the manuscript are Mrs., Duncan's.
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Marian Moncure Duncan

Haren 9, 1976 Williamsburg, Virginia

Williams: I Enow that you grew up in Williamsburg -- you did nou’
o wasl

Buncan: A?orn in Alexandria, Hirginia, Geerge Washingtom's hometown.
Williams: I.was told that your father was superintendent of Eastern
State.
Duncan., No. That's one of my father's cousins. There have been

Moncures all around Virginia for many years)and a good many

of them went to the College of William and Mary in years

fast. ' ' . . ﬁb’father's name
was Judge Robinson Moncures, </ foncure Robinson was the
Corl
father of the American railroad system laid out the entire
vl “he A {\’ chicson

Pennsylvania«syst em east of haSSlSSLU@1€1 g oncuveftﬁu‘ Has

put out of collegs for some n-\dwmeaﬁowybuﬁ he lefi weney

or o omi1atnge oS
for buildings ewer nere thatl aro old buildings now.

Lo 3
t's a famlily connect on) K~m0~/r ﬁl”“‘ o)l did not live

here, (fbe Dr. Moncure who was with Hgstern State did have

)

L]

a son and two daughters. They did live here and the last
one recently died, the son wss superintendent of the

Alexandria high school which I atitended but that's as close
Vi .
as I got n# w;laiam burg.j) .

Williamss Well we've just cleared up a plece of historical misinformation
then jin that caéea But you did say a minute ago that you came
to Williem and Mary for one year. Did I understand you éor-
rectly?

Duncan: Thab's right, 1t Was during the depression years and my father




Willimms:

Williams:

Duncan:

selected the school,. I'd always been reared en the thonght

. that I should go to Stuart Hall because my grandmother) who was

a very brilliant woman, graduated in;@*é'»;'!‘ first class QW%
vafl.edi.ctori.an)and so I should go therse. However, my father
for some reason picked out William and Hary I worshipped
ny i‘ather')and down I was brought, At that time
most of the girls were from Richmond and Norfolk, There
werentt so many fromorthern Virginia. I was:
carefully put in Dr. Kate Waller Barrett Dormitory because
- four (I think 38 of Dr. Kate Valler Barrettis
marpied
sisters’\four of my father's uncles. So you see the ties
wers thers.
Cebtainly were. Was it characteristic =- Fvem my point of
view. for my @ather to have chosen my college would have
been an unuswal thing for wmy generation.
There’s an age gap. Well, irrespective of that,I was ver'.y\/tﬂ/&/‘
close to wmy father in temperment and so forth. I would/have
been lddesdyr guided by him.otmé[ vaogfbmﬂ ~+o W’[/\‘é 2z
Winat kind of school did you find it to be once you got here?
I liked William and Mary; I disliked Wi.l.liambburg} which at
that time to me was so down-at-the-heels and small~town comom’gd
(W"
to the Washington}éétropolitan area. I ards o think /nad U
any place to goyexcept very infrequently catch the bus or the
train to Richmond. \q&‘ course, the rules were very strict then.
I remember vividly . » Miss Bessie P. Tay-

lor =~ I think of the Eastern Shore -- was dean of women, and




.

|

she wasg esbtablished over ksFe op[ first flgor of Barreit.
and 427\«/ rthoeot m@@&./*j nep:]f

- Well, some how I got enrolledﬂ registered, A " was ¢n the

third flcor, copner room front with a roommate and two
sultemates ; ~ we divided up,two from Virginia and two from
New York, two freshman and two senlors yshich was odd, .
That did account in partial measure for my not coming back
the next year. It wasn't the depression )although that s

1

hitting a lot of areas but my father being a lawyer it didn't
matter that muosh )%f%/the Washington area is always protected
economically.‘ﬁgiowever, I was in school and going merrily to
clesses for a good ten days to two weeks when we had a crisis
on the third floor. At the time the rules wers very def.‘inite
(the social rules applying to girls) You didn't go out f:*i*“}“”“?:{”‘;fg——'

o‘c{;@\ something likke ?;oo or §:00 tonday to Fridey or maybe

Monday threugh Thursday. You speks to nabody on Monday on
ay P
the campus's /’éo* spoke to everybody thereafter and sald "Hello, "

Tou wore a little yellew and Breen beanie cap; and the fresh-

g

man were the lowest of the low.. A% wasn't any fomm of

objectionable hazing ‘.3 /»ictual‘v, 1t was good clean fun and I
Mxﬂmf’ A7 ipps
tixink Bdlped develop a sort of s-pq.-m/\ and comradeship. How-

ever, getting back to the crisis. I had besn here for a

goodly number of daysya,nd it so happened I was the only one

who nhad never laid eyes on Miss Bessie P, Taylor. - .

!

tb.ghus out wa3 something like 9:30 or 10:00.

D 2,
— A e ke




Well, all the girls w re washing D‘L\QAzfé.ose in the bath-
/ !

room, and somehow ’*&g@bspigot broks. e g
\ii)iter gushé%é* over everything. Well, somehow ‘th&:?f%acl

il 7 v {
been rcalled down or had a little SéC*CO‘ with Miss Taylor )“

so I was upanimouslyselected by the otheré éince I'd never
laid eyes on her and she not on me)to go down and seek
her h.elpﬁit then being quarter after 11:00, I don't
know if I was courageous or foolhardy. - Qﬁ”
%aybe I was just plain ou’snumberedi So I went

A
downstairs )mé” knocked on her door)anc,. this very gruff,
59“;4’(!:3.,,‘8 3
yery {irm veice ° "iho is it ;7 What do you want?" I
don't think I gave my nan e but T said, "We need your help.

unming all over the third floor." And Miss Bese

=
©
T
44
¥
2}
4

sie -~ L'1l never Porget -- very formidable,filling the whole of the
doecryay in this long dressing sack C@md that's what it was}
and her head in some kind of a cap, . . ‘@ee'red out at

me and sald, "bho are you?" Awa I gave my name. She said,
T kuew your .ﬁ’ather) and you ought to have ‘asetﬁer sense than
to come dowin here at 11:30." When . I told har what
had happened she said, "You weren't supposed ‘o be up ding
anything anyway. JYou were all isupposed to be in bed.? And
of course that was true according to the rules. At any
rate I Jearned one of the best lessons in psychology that
right, By that time I guess my“knees were knocking,

and L was still standing at the door and she looked me straight

in the eye and siadd, "My dear, if you girls can't figure how




‘Williams:

Dancan:

to turn off the spigot, why do you think I can? I suggest you
— =
get a wrench and work." And you know, that was a right good

lesson in one sentence,so I went back up and conveyed the mese

sage, and Lﬂl and behold we followed it, We found a~wrench aad
¢
W . ON g

and  turned the water off! Bwf ¥hat's o ribtle-bit on the

It illustrates something about a very dominanit personality.

fne thing over the years(gmd I think I

';I WRS &
iennbioned it when&on the board) / at that time we had what
. >

1

WaSs called)ggﬁ;ocationj>and so far as freshmen were concernsed
“\
és I recollect>it was mandatory that you atitend. We wers

sort of herded or corralled; it was snevncted and you werse
expected to go;and nobody dared not do it,. ~$ctually it
made for a communal feeling)which I personally fhink &s W4
_ ~ then
wholgsomeyrather such a detached feeling of not hav;ng the oc
n
» \1/\:\— Ay M& C@/w/\r,“&/ )f(.é‘«JLM
conbact, Thare uere oftines programsk’ It was like =z
forums. It was an opportuniby to exchange ideas. Of course,
oificers of warious different clubs and so forth in the
school gave some awards or told what their work was, I
\\
felt 1t was a good extracurricular bit that filled in the

of L

Y,

edges around the sek d;' 'Jow ndersi
no assemblies or conveocatioms. I thoug
Governor Harrison and thsn Iieutenant-Governor Godwin were
down here on the occasioéf%he last time the Virginia consti-

tution was redone. That was a very historic occasion. Now

those of us then fortunate enough to be on the Board of Visitors




[

had access to the Wren Bullding %hape‘l) and we t)\,u?\}gél

Oi,u/&( saw all the ceremonies,. It was something to
remembe;r. I was particularly interesied in it because
somebody by the name of Moncure has baen on every )’a/onS'ti.»
tutional $onvention in ¥irginia but this last one so I
was Jjust glad in my 1little way to be among those present.
But I came out and it was with a degree of sadness and a

£ neted .,
bit of criticism ‘that/\nobody nad thought &f—it63 -FLM”

) ,@Wﬁer%v@ndering past completely
» 2
oblivious to the fact that something important to those who
had roots in Virginia had just dranspired, There could

fanl - 4 . - 5
nave been loud speakers NV(LA,M{L-H or there could have been

some announcement é‘zo . caerci.orbfor those who were in-
terastec} )s?;r in {L‘i.story‘) N él ccxz‘;e r{)&
b e lvun BRAG e fuwith e T
up in ﬁe‘aart./\hall or on the back porch and haq the program
e p o

-~ and an excellent progran /]was weee -~ . broad-

cast so they could have heard it e

Fhis sounds critical but I
think 1t would have been a plus ~— An PAAT_R iy ‘*/‘ﬂ:;MwMA,AFQq 1

0 many interesting and important and

Z

I44 . . ’” N . . e . £,
wiEh it thiagr are happening or come to Williamsburg 3 [fl.t;
seems Lo me Hhren-it's a mighty good thing if the studenis who

are interested particularly in history or in currzpt events
LK now =t \“t;j
Cor Just on their own7which world have been my case A I would

have taken myself to the spot and seen it. C‘i've seen a lot

of important people in my time: Queen Elizabsth II; Churchill




Williams:s

Duncan

sat across from me in church. In fact, I was on the
correr when Castro came to America. I just sori of like
to feel that I'm with it to that extent. I'm not doing
'c:hén a:tb::m &““‘"ﬁ
anything~-maybe doing nothing more A %o absorb
it all\8ut I think Wiilliam and Mary,with fts cultural back-
groun(?:\iraditions )which heaven knows I doubt if anybody
comes who's not aware of that or <hovid be — - -
/i b seems to me thabt while they're here whatever's going
on should be brought to?v‘:\‘ o é ntion and an wopportuhity ;(% Vem%&
to participate or at least observe
So it's a spirit you found when you were a student bhat you
did not find by the time wou were on the board; is that
correct? .
\f

I fesl Lnat but I rather made a comparison or contrast in

my own mind the next year. I mentioned the depression a 1it-

tle bit earlier )a:nd they were depression years, ~ T3 did

) , snd  Pennsglvania
mean a Lot of students from Hew York especlally
(‘i‘;he athletic girls and bc;},rs,) ware

affected badly. My roommate was a New Yorker and couldn't g
come backs; /é‘ne finished at Hunter City Colleus wﬁm
or-obhar- didn't take ne a’qay)buu the two seniors

in my suite were gr aduauinrr so they weren't golng to be /ﬂhere.

Tha»b B " /L/\/L/
Fhere o ' a tuvnovpr, a nev_z roommate and all that.

JZ\D g{v kaﬂi»{/\
Plus my siste/was stt on mny heels(ore y=ar behind me) and
my father said, "Well, if you two girls will go to the same
college 1111 give you a car." -Well, ’aa‘t really meant I would

gat a car bscause my sister refused to lsarn te drive. Sc I.




guess I fell for the l.ure)and I transferred to G:orge Wash-
ington University. Well, right there is where the contrast
and the comparison come in. There's a vast difference be-
tvesn living on campus and going to a college and
comauting and going to a large metropolitan universits s

especially whew George Washington University at that #ime

( and still has I think)a very sii:able percentage -- at that

ime 1t ran 60 percent; it may be a little lower now -=- of
government employees. Their night school far outbalanced

their day school. So you see the naive 5 wet-behind-the -~
ears people were(the day students ylike myself at eighteen )
but from lg.:OQ 5n, the government almost spilt out peonle to

that university, 4 ey, of course, were very ser'ious-—mindeciJ
Fthose F
far more so tha.n&takzing a little time out for athletics =nd

fun' on a college campus. They were working for the next
grade and the next salary level, you 5284, Tt was quite a
different feel.But then there was no opportunity')and L didn't

expeclh to see or hear or be part because when you're in a
metropolitan city you'lwe going to go to the theaster)' fcu‘re

O go to iwell in this casg~-the @apitol or you're Boing

to go down to the Jponument groudds or the White House or 1
~ e WL “WL”{ | Loy XS
wherever the action is, But here% come;? to %’ou) and I think -

: ’ T .-« Just a little encouragement should
be given to take it in while you have the opportwmity. \ As
was hepe donl ng the torime oF

I say, I Dr. J.4.C. Charndler, = © I re-

{
nember &y/j}'vw»\/k . ve thought W and ¥ oftentimes meant

1




Willisms:

then

water and mud)but sinceﬂI've ?QahtcA. that erronious
opinion because ssriainly springtime fin Williamsburg
is just lovely, Yhen you smell that damp bozwood and

see the daffodils and all and the gardens you can't-help

[0

but fall in love with it all over again.

You were talking about Dr.Chandler,

Yes. I went to Bruton Parish. I'm an Episcopalian;
Lrom

we comeAChrist Church in Alexandria. I admired Dr. W.A.R.

Geodwin very much. I knew him casually. (?&n fact, this

family gou asked me about first == one of those

daughters married Bishop Goodwin, you see, who igﬂthe same

fawily,.  The connection was ) there,> But he

was certainly dedicated,and I remember his figare: oub-

standing, dramatic,walking W& @ in the rain dowm
5 b} & Y [

;‘t&\eﬂ

Duke of Gloucester, down by the Botetourt statulte in
A
the triangle facing Duke of Gloucesér Street {fbn

r YLZ ‘SM!;,@)

Hzllowsen or some occasions iﬁ/got painted or it got some
extra dscoration that had to be removed 1ater)and eveyyocdy

pointed the finger then at somebody else for doing itb.

Of course, it wasn't like .35 now when people seem to take
pride v Yy ion
preud in announcing their destructive efforts). But k< cor-

o
ot

tainly did a wonderful service for Williamsburg and in fact

for the entire nation. \ Then my next contact)l supposgjwith

william and Mary was from the outside, sort of looking in
= S , )

and theg\got a little closer -- it was during the presi-

dency of Admiral Alvin Duke Chandler. I know him and his




Willia

Duncan:

10

wife and T think a good deal of = thems L
I think perhaps g that time was when there were -- wezl, I
certainly don't want to call thém growing pains because Wil-
iiam and Lary should have been past having growing pa-qs -
buﬁﬁgi was undergoing a very drastic change at that time,

N ol
For instance, QA it the first time the ?50§z9‘nhs
dared to coméfgn shorts or open shiri® or some such. The ‘
students were changing their mode of dress, their actioms,
and they were getting freer and freer in their expfessions°
It was a revolutionary timew.-I don't mean actual revolt

at all but T mean coming events were casting their shadows
3 g

ahead »wrlgiN_shen sad—thedor beter all)that was quite an
I had L\J(’A
adjustment to me whe Qape%—eﬂ:y according to those rules we

had to sbide bijhl >h were very strict for ¢1”1s,,. gven

when jou tock hiking for athletics T remember 'V‘lklnﬁ
back from Jamestown I think three of u856H the last part &seol ¢the walll ~

A 5Mﬁw4 W€ it M ~M£ ﬁA4{497

get credit for mileage;a horrible sborm came—dh a2 pro-
Ao, (R QB
fessor ceme prsdain—sasar and becauge there weren't four of

4\
e - - N E“
us we didn't get in the car. That was the ruley Well, of
B g 2
course that G iioa_uo . ¥ oa 1lit-
tlz silly looking at it now)but in those days we could have

been reported or he could have been called down.

Fhat scems very strich now but et was Mb@égzn.

Did you think it was strict then?

I tnought it was foolish. I don" l*ke anything rea,lj 11— u/$’

{ I/ZA.
logical)and I don't think three uould be gg%ﬁs&&& But %




11

have a cousin who was with the very early restoration here,
. V& eigh
-}&5 graduated in architecturdjand is a remowned wifhhteenth-

e
i
century architect, . ~ He was up working ah
. the grauﬂdﬁkﬁﬁepalace reconstruction,. - He was mar-

lame. one \ ) . 29%5
ried andﬁ@@ waEsraysiodae Sundaf to take me to Yorktitown,

%& mother's only velatlvc{ha ne»phew)qand Miss Taylor

wouldn't let me go, . I had to write home and get a
note from my mother that I could be off the campus. Well
now, of course, that sounds rddiculous to your ears)and I
think I said that to my mother, "Can you believe 1t?"
‘Hmh ‘
4? There was one ohber interssting in I 55 1t was . :
A
[ LA
CL . 31 or '32. By happen chance
I w23 here whea our phys. ed. class participated in
the Yorktown Sesquicentennial,. I don't know how I got
in this particunlar grou it was Jnuerpretlvc daqaln;)anu

f'r,w‘nﬁ Qaidd rin \f”\)w\"
WS Were .swry the barven earth and Lhe-movement west With Tehe
.»?\

N ’(J

grain and then rearping the harvestéﬁyou know, the usy you
see cn the stag%) Well, of cours e, uh¢ was
‘ We. waibe 7Y Mym-/
novel 40 us at that time.sxnd—ro—weriedarried over m%efe nd 5“€V3ht bsay

packed in covared/%gmy'trucks, LL»ap{}ﬁL} L} But—tiert—

at it ogob you off campus. Marbe that's why T voluntesred
to do it. It wasn 't mandauor'>out it was an outing,

&ee’lj if was very effective when the whole thing came off
because this was just one iteeny-uweeny segment of itS .

it had crama, it had mualc, it had ?anfare. it haqd the mili-

tary and all that. So being here at that time was a rather




i
A ?ﬁﬁ -
o

e<fxﬁaiene§,and as I say %% gave you a legitimate reason
bt e
to leave the campus. \l remember I felt the(food was poorybut

that#és what every student thinks of every schoolxsd I don't
imagine that opinicn would hold wabter. I know I didn't

starve; I probably gained weight. - Phey had two dining

o it 51t

A AS P B
rooms then over acrossVftehreond Roadj® special dining room:
A
which my father had paid for, and the regular dining room -
nost everybody went into the regular. I don't know actually
Z
vhat the difference was. DMaybe we got ice cream or milk or
somethling or a second glass)but I enjoyed more eating in the
regular one ~-maybe they had hotdogs when we had hamburgergiy
k my taste ran along the manu of the other dining Troom,so
-
- in .
ofﬁimes T'd slip in there, Gnceiww;‘3~phile they'd spot you
and {ell you to go where you belongcdy @%%}}nu were far more
- ""\d -+ . E & RN Fad - - k " 4 4.
reg%gﬁgted tien then of course you are now. \ L was here in the
)Who has since been reccgnized and
> A
* has died, I believe , but she certainly wab outstandlng 'LA&%

and
teacher, professor, and she certainly had the feel of the

tine of Mlss Althea Hunt

1

heater in her heart. 1 think somebody like that who is that

D

decdleated gives of themselves to the point where something

I did. I think I had her for - a freshman English

That's right. She taught English as well as being director
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Thincan: . T was a basic English-math-Latin-history person..
T al b ha? fati g I Ehih tES unfalt b )
a I'C'aCJ ad 10ur years ua 11"1 and } 0 R ; ) ) * L —
oW thé?@4¥Wuwu; Lo /q;tNMLx~ dt%4,£1baaxﬁk7 CAK&4A%Q£ LuAMMUJ@&

4<}¢é“&/f” yn4,ew’ve been shortsighted and it's at their
sacrifice that more isn't required of them of the basics,

I truly think when you learn to work out an eguation -~
this and that must equal the other side -~ 1t helps you think
straight. It helps you weed out a lot of heterogeneus,
stuff stuff;“ T think mathematics is a good cobweh=clearer
from the brain>and I wish wmore of 1t was demanded now as 2
required course. I likewise thing somethirg was sacrificed
when two years of Latin went by the board for the simple
reason that a lot of siudents ~- certainly in nmy time and
I Bave no reason to change wy opinion on that(ﬁaving three
sons I knaw.i% -- didn'v learn ‘
bad had Latin. Then English grammar fit into placg}and

certalnly it was Feoregone knowladge that for law or for
medicioe Latin 1s extremsly helpful. So you see again

- ésﬁdﬂg ‘
yeu=soe ['n paitiSss myselfl as an old-time

w

)but Latin seemed

to e good)and then all the other languages were very, very

easy. In fact, it was Sorewbsll!  for scme reason here I

took fourth~year reading French when I'd only had one year ot

Prench grammar ia high bChOO%jBW* I had had all that Latin)
d I could keep up with the class and read 1t§5&@! lived

it. Now—m Wmmm

e
/f?yt,/’8q£/ﬁ;;J had good instructors ,and they had peovle

that wers respected and their names meant scmething in the




L

Vel

that's s+111 50, al thougt /;f. do

' w»& ipeld. I assume
1ot of folks fall into the teaching proiessn.onﬁmun
Sere—e,

en> Lo 'r;—éaé mge few years em until they

mat they gaally wani to dg
they're prone _
to want to have & Ph.D. 3

@r course
) A i
handle of a doctor/i to thelr nanme whether they'lve got any

3 val

think a

t

label or

common sense or not.
lege in general .

}‘% you're pointing out is that college in
J &
ery differe

fa )

nd William and Mary, too ~- was v
(=9 ’au"

way of curriculum and rules from the time you were
ar
e M

dentte Yo Titme on e boax\d
VA R . " -
®—%sd Many more classes are offered now. I'm nob

that the quality demanded of all the

T, "
LG

)

#1080 percent convinced

es =~ and herg I'n

W Wl);/%“Q/“

hign¥” 1 don't think it

e

L
CLadiad

business schonl a

inturested in the
in business 1y *sel;-»-have/v\fg ny omn insuz rance bus

, . T

- 3 . : . AN J

c-£ertith - But I feel the business school hers ig AU OQA»W
it's been a concern of mine,and it has been true if you look

Q’Wa* i‘u;‘a lot of daughters of old Virginia families sought
et w hetre?

tilliam and Maz ary, whereas the sons e?.~University of
VeiioI., Hampden-3idnay. They

b3

Virginia, Washington and ILeo




Ui

¢id not come hersyand I feel that is a weak spob. hope

Ih
; , . . M
that the future will remedy 1t and I think the reme dy is

j -
through either building up the business school or the lay W
) . B "\/’ T’aﬂ, \@g 50V,
schcol, . I think therels a golden opportunity/with the

te caurts cevter here, It secems to me &b can't

ci
B
@
¢7]
ct
g—.)
o

help but be a powerful plus that other calleges do not
have g ' @d\;émen I was onlx board 1
always spoke for and voted for anything for business and
for the law schofl bhecause I am heurtllf for them

they !&
think & n*omd@g’ a bette: balanceéﬂmf T,hmk we then will
get some of the caliber of male students who will stay in
Virginia and be leaders. Ue haven't provided -- well, now

I can't say that because our present governor émomiﬁ admire
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farilies and not just for a nosiible athletic scholsrship.

Befors you get on that let me ask you about the business

school then. You were on the board when the business school

fro14L, had M

I was on for eight years, fron 'c:é,\ and T +t thin} < b d"d‘j f -
' ff& Wl es

rhen ma.‘al growth »2,
3

, - 4
. <« . . . — . Ly .
business men]who have keen interest in them.and T think they [ \%e TV W)
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\\.\ M/M
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evidaence that inb res+2% ~ I think in g shortgperiod thes
2 ™

Wwer a mighty credi tb record/@éat should exp@nded. I"n

a booster in that dk%gdﬂcn.

Tou know the business school had been proposed some years

back but had been turned down. How would pou account for

1t going through the board then in the mid-'5047

I think the time was rlgh%)and I think, too, that in the

mid-"'50s coming toward '7Cs,the economics of the nation

more practicalg

were being looked at. Pegople were getting

&M

minddd)and I think e

I thinkdi% would
have been a miscarriage of Justice if it hadn't gone
tarough. I think it would have come up again uyntil i

did go through. And in this tidewater area there certainly

was a favorab®e attitude, good climate(gf you don't want

s8]

)
o use the WOFQSJ ressurized Clll&t,) I think the time &= Eﬂ“mzszAQ&D

right in every way for supp 1Y, for maintensnce of it, for
growth ogﬂit_ " The ausyices were Just fagorable all

around.

I''n sure you heard this ab

hl
e
3
ot
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o

eople here at the college who said that by ucing educa-
tion as a school and business as a school you were changing
the entire orientation of William and Mary. How did the

board feel about, this? 410

o R
I can't spedc for the board; I knew how I

felt and you'd probably labe® it a biased opinion. I 1istene¢5

I listened carefully the first time,~the first ten times I
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heard it,but it was 91d hat. They kept ;iggg;gguip the same
arguments)and to me.% they had nothing hew to offer against
this then I felt it was an obstructionist - Or a pro-
tactive -of-s2lf effort rather than permitting grou@h in
another direction. I was 1000 percent sympathetic all the
waysand I voted that way and spoke that way.
Similarly‘) for the time preceeding when you came on
the board)and during your period the campus expandedg The
campus itself expanded greatly. |
Tremendously. It wasn't the same campus.fhey used to talk
about the old and th%i;w, Tn fact just yesterd;§f;g;gedﬁb°3
folks from out-of-state who hadn't had a chance 1o come
down. ’ - . I saig,

_ _ the ¢olleg e
"fou know, T don't think you really know what thh-eaddbset
is today.” ‘0e£if course had seen the Christopher Wren
guildinco <§nd incidentally I think that's an ideal situa=-
;ion where the Christopher Wren guilding and Colonial Williams~

— S

burg and Ths GCommon Glory‘everythingﬂcombined 3 coopera~-

tively for the benefit of a11:> Well, I drove)and thay
couldn't believe)aij%ant by Phi Beta Kappa, Swem Library, end
this new science bullding, and Dupont dormitory and all.
It's just a different fesl completely. And you have a fesl,
I would say,almost of a big campus confined. I think it's
reparkable now the buildings have been tucked in to advan-
tage and, of course, that shows good planning.\%ﬁrt

»« getiing back to the business school and the law school




18
It ‘in\k_i‘ggfer tremendous hope for the future if William
and Mary aspires to produce other students on a par with
the statesmen of the past and the presidents who have come
from here and so forth.I think we've got to have the
facilities in those two fields.
Williams: I'm sure they'd want their own buildings very much.

Iwmean: Yes, and in time it will come. You can't wave the
per

Wandja.é high as cons’qructiop noy .. -~ square foot,
and expact to geb itﬁm ;nake do}and if they
have good teachers and a full enrollmeni -~ when you pop
out at the seams some accomodation gives.

By the time yuu were on the board was there still a

wete : ﬁé\&'
concern -~ yougre talking about the . ™I campus and ths

<t
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cld campus -- over changing the archéiecture? I know some
D giag

of the board members back in the early 'G60s were very sad .

Dancan: I heard it when I first came on the board} and frankly I looked
at Phl Beta Kappa the {irst time I saw i‘c)and behind it I saw

vhe ghost of old Phi Bsta Kappa7which T personally liked much {V\\/"Q ’
!

better. I like the itraditional red bricg, wh‘tv —c l‘x‘mn) -
co‘.lorf:\arﬁe t;ype@&z*; on the olher hand I thl.nj\ Wl”ldl di &
shdnl olks like wyself becgme acclimated. You have to give
with progress 5 and I don't think that was such a vital thing
to hold a point on. It seems to me thé.t functionali}l

this new campns all goes together well. It melds together

well. I have no objection to it. It grew on me,' that!s
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about it. I hsard)as I saygi?ss and less comment about

the architecturs and thegﬁgparture. I mean it isn't like
even the stadium,but I think that's secondary. I think

what goes oﬁggg%;ut in the head 1s far more imooritant

than whether you're sitting in a modern or uliramodern or
colonial building.

It seemed to me from what I've learned about the board .during
that timefﬁstkhey had to be very concerned over details. Did
you feel there was too much that the board had to do in the
way of detail ig:%uilding program? Did you feel it was neces-
Sary?

Well, I suppose it's incumb%nt upon every board to look

carefully at plans 6} rather listen carefully to plans and

look at figures>and attempt to understand them. I don't
know that there was any undue hair-splitting. T think
uncerstand sand second, 1f they had a firm conviction on

something, pro or con, I think they felt duty~gound to ex-

press ib. Ves)there‘wsre défferences of opinion. on
things. Well, I remembsr . o very well one thing T

spcke on, probably twice »-'ﬂaéé(fyes, as much as écbarts’

-

Bules of Order permitsat one session y‘that's t&ice:> I

thought it would be the height of foolishness to build a
building and not have it air-conditioned in this day and

age. Ii's part of the way of living. And gay it did add N
e Tingly,

a few thousand ddllars more. You'd just have to mal
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7
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I;@L(W 1 /y‘ e :
o ) AN
&B¥b$d§i2:2:ifj§%gtign’ lathe-cut cornice or something
A e
NEE A Ometh.i%mthe deakled  work

or some de&@rative parl, I Jjust felt thats neating and

%

air—COnditioninglggg absolutely bas:‘.@> L
I think on one building I did as much‘as anybody to get
air-conditioning because I Just felt it was going to
be obsolete aﬁﬁyj?%453&£?@§sed an no time at all if they
\ ! %
didn't do it/because it gets right hot and sultry down
here,
How would you assess Dr. Paschall's role in the overall
building program of the college?
Ok, he was very ardently for expamsion. I think that
showed up in every way, shape, and form. I have heard
o VET
some comment that perhaps it took him\to an extent. I
don't know that I'd go that fa;>but seriainly he envisioned
grandeur so far as number of buildings and expansion was
congarned, Q:greai deal of it cam2 in a relativéyshort
perdod of years -~I think ten or so -- which T don't know
in retrospect would have been done without someone pushing
it with 211 their @ngr}which he appeared to be doing.
But I don't consider thai in any way discrediting. If
buildings were needed and were used afier completion or
could even eeuld-be converted at g later date to sc@e other
Y ,bas‘.o
use, if it‘s«gocdﬁbuilding | : you've lost

nothing .
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#ﬁ T pay complakent to i‘tff;?s Falck who has served as chairman of
buildings and grounds for the last several years -- I was on
with her ¥

‘the board a couple of years 4 She was like a little
dbg with a bone; she wouldn't }.et go it. And I know that
when she first went o robablmuemen -= they were
mainly gentlemen -- thought she'd just be a little ‘yes”
person. Well, she conscientiously went throuah every build-
ing)and she nm.ed everythlngrfrom paint off a wall to a plece
of pipe out of order . ’ﬁe%nprovement is/attpibutable to
her perseverance )and I do feel shes put up a very f}ﬂavs:bst:
case to the board. Theq weitbalrng on t; &5 they couldn't do
it all in one b:i,"te)but I think right now | especially the
older buildings have been remarkably improved even since I've
gone off the board_ and it began the last year and a half when
“the Commitbes onl
Mrs, Falek took mfer'\bulldmgs and grounds. I pay compli-
msnt Lo heé ] : I mean, it is trueiso many

schools will get a new building @W—m&zﬁhﬂ-

but 1t's a shell in X number of years \ it's just not ke
wp Aard A ilidga T{«Q/L /?(M% J“WWIE{)% ‘Mﬂ/wé
Williams: Maybe I should talk to Mrs. Falck, too, then. ’6‘ WJZM

& bo')b&
Duncan:  Well, she's still on,\ Oh yes, she would have constructive

ideag s @he's an alummus,and she had a daughter here.>

%Mo‘.nn ar :_y\‘}"rs:br\f\f\'\r\‘Q G.J\:)A(*e(\ > B
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Williams: TUhen you wers here on the board@s youtve just spoken oi), it

was a time ,Q which students were making their views known add

:3'

raking them known in no ancertain terms. I wondered if on the

>
beard you cos=r‘ved somethmg of a ¢risis mentality.

T‘M-
,-l, 1 w FTeend : and
' - - . 7 WA el
ﬁa&’fi},\t?e/ﬁ’:?m%b% Students felt like this waer a crisis

LN L
in the

reriod, say late '60s, very early years of the ’705. Did the

board feel this wam a crisis?
Duncan: Weddr, I think it would have been unfortunate ‘if%e& factors ~ "QJ\M,Q/ XA%
v } A M szo‘) nzd felt 1t was a big crisis. The board was concerned, yes.
youth ;a&?ﬁ? to spread its wings,and 1t should .
" Ehrough trial and error there comes progress. I think
some things were beyond the (ggﬁg and out of bounds and out
of order and certainly contrary to the rules) I think
when you deliberatsly disobey the rules you should bes pre~
pared tc take the conseguences. f{ (ﬁikewi.se thialc-that if
you destroy property)as was done altl over the campuses of
the country )‘i’c's up to you itc be responsible for rebuilding,

But  no, A -

- \\—-M o r‘/

the board never was in "A ;S%lzzy” over it. They were deli-
berate. They came. They gave their time.  They were all
busy people )and it was coé’cly in time and mbney for them to
come down hers and sit and listen to the same broken record
week after week, There were some weekends when I felt my
car could havg driven itsslf{ down here, ySE&swgwy because we

oY v "’C@uvu,mjﬁ heet iy, —
Came Nadt: e Lo listen. But . I think

b
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from every upheaval pericd some good comes. The good will sur-
vive or will come through and get strengthened or gben up a
Way)and the bad will be shucked>and I think that's whalt hap-
pened. T

History shows it over and over again.

éZ’lot cf movements began with youth. I think they were ready

ﬂ“v

An interessting thing

happened and I adaty not use their names.” One professor
| * 3L d Ansiae, The by S
I know knew that he-was my sor. Teeahoys and 1 had agreed

that we'd each stand on our own two feet. I was going to ex-

!
press myself; I was here/to do a job as I dﬂd%%%k@y guber="

(fﬁé%gfial appointment. | They were here as students Lo get the

e

benefit of whal was offered and to make their own record. I
was not oing to interfere with them; I was going to re-
spect their positionxand they were goling to respect mine.
Now I have reason to think -- I did not pursue it -- we both

eaoh
discussed it at home once or twice)ba@h boy and I. I would

whese,
3ay three 1ittle things came up tket I know there was the in-

dication of elther a young professor who was in the middle

of some of this &nowing of the comnection, or in the sther M

” M%)
case somebody pushing to just see what?fichﬁAﬁﬁlw“‘Ax g \N

TT
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nyg
turn never sa;.d %‘on/'fL think ma"xj off the board knew

e G
— u)w#j%f_)

éﬁg&ﬁ%&fg{ But there were a coupls of m.mes ~ I think

along with the splrit of the timas there was a 11%il3 bait

I had children he re at the tim 5

thrown out just to see if smmebody would take it)and we
made up our minds we weren't going to. We respscted the
school. e weren't going to be in anything that anybody
could make anything out of)so to speak)and have a board
member-parent against a son in some activity.

) 1 I think it could happen anywhere
because after all different indiwiduals - act
differentlyyand if say a young professor in a particular

“han
scnool would treat my son dii‘ferently-&%:aa Bo would scme-
e board e Qe 3, soh

one else because he was my-som-endtTwis—om-the—toard-or /
{ S&' N
senebody-olse-s—sen-omrtheboard -~ I think it's sopething m}ﬂﬁ*’ '
JRINIYS BN LS SRR W!&
that can happen any time, any where! We just a@ren'u upset W 1,«,1 AQ/M/
letv it just wasn't that pronounced. In fact we had D\/\/

tongue~in-cheek about j t " mll, they'think they'll trip

r,"

us up,bub we ll;@;- . ha,ve been disturbed a little

bit about one th:ingj\ “having Jjust cane back from

Florida )where I've seen no less than four or five William and

Mary alumni. - who mre + doing well; they're
prospering. Not one of them has a degres. They went here

either two and a half or three and a half years,but the /4/7(/0 '

very last come-on for thait hurdle of graduation -- ﬁ% ‘ W ’

I wonder if there's some ldd3% weak spod that Just

1
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dogsn't draw them or doesn't make whem feel sufficiently a
(1Y
Y

part of ths school or’\‘chey themselves have engaged in sone-

thing cor ars maybe on the wreng track or the wrong school.
frza

Mayb# Shey selected history and should % in _science

or something. But at any rate I have been concernsd. Thejre
proud to say they went to William and Mary,and they're
creditable to William and Mary')and yet these folls now are in
thirtles *[39?&:2@5:. 1
their late .~ or early . . “they're g; vney have fami-
A N A atre
lies; they are respectad in thelr communities; they assumdéng
4
responsibility,and why in the world don't they have a degree *rom here
€ the!
behind their nam%? , * They walked off betwinj\ jiﬁior
and senior yeays I wonder if any studg has ever been malis of

o abongt
that.s You see, that's what I mean vreally linking up with

[

N
.3 * ]{LC o -
the convocations and the assemblies and maﬁgzyou feel in-

creasingly a parb as you pyramid up £xem-the fourth/%vm
b ey, You're geblting fewer peoplca) 80

as you geb to the upper ethet it seems to me there should

o

PP

be a suironger tis, bigger hold on yon )and I don't know
that that exists here. Y have nothing to offer consiructive
aboub \1;1& I'm,ngt an eaz.tcator)but there 1s something that I v Mﬂ\f
X ‘ '
feeld I{Iow I notice the professors don't speak to the stqu /{NVV\ ’
M\ _ o R ¥ M
dents; the studenits don't speak to ihe p‘rei‘essqrs), I go
, WS
along oub hereﬁand I say hello to everybody; they look at me
as i1f I'm stark-raving crazy. But thai's a fréd3ndly feeling,
you xnow, and I think it's contagious. I think enthusiasm is

contagious. I don't see enthusldasm on the ceppus. I dida't
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Cen e boord T,
during the eight y\eaz’s«and I looked for it. That would be

S e

a negative criticism,but I think it's very true \ ¥y other

negative criticism is on admissions. I am not satisfied
with the William and Mary management of, aoproach, evalua-

tion -- whatever you want to say -- from any angle on ad-

redssmfed _
missions, Xt nesds to be . ", reviewed, and some of it
A

discardedw In fact, I g0 begin@g@y@ with the"William and
Mary Q‘C‘f‘d“”ﬁlll and public 1mag° "to the high schools. It's not
}\ear

what it should be. You . A thousands of times, "No sense in
applying to William and Mary; can't get in. They won't take
you. They take only‘agil Ag." And you know,that's pretty
near true, . /%zeye.used to be a joke among sfme of us -~ of
course it wasn't sald oui/loud -~ that for a board member to

- . = A - » ﬁ)t
write or indicate an intersst in an application wad & kiss of
death. I always avoided doing it. I guess everybody else
did, toc., I did as much as I could. I think I wrote one lete
wver L felt I had to write in ,just‘ice)but T did feel that
the only way I could help anybody that I felt deserving -- I

d—vdﬂ."\.‘

certainly didn't attempt it if T A think they merited

st_b
scme consideration -« was see i1f thsy heard from the first

>

and 1f they had or hadn't, ask where their

"ap\” was in the stack,~how far down it was. I £elt that was
the only 1ittle nudge I could give it that wouldn't be an in-
fringement on the office of admissions and yet would.mgicate

t sad-I~Eikire Wrs\within limits. Waether t gid anM/&/ M
P

good or not I've nﬁvag&nom @

babause the people I was
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inquiramg about were fully capable of carrying their weight

on their own record, ©f courss, William and Magy does have

£b¥z%99ﬂcsiﬁ0tsﬁ N
a tremendous numbez;\ against the smaller mumber they can accomo-

date ‘.)but; still )

o it Mﬁ\l'va certainly read everything that came from ad-

not kithstanding /;@ I've given a lot_of thought

missions )e.nd @ have talked to the desn of admissions »and

S have listensd to all that was said,But I s+.11 think

that muach 1s  left to be desired)and L ink some of it

could be remedied, I'm not at ail vinced that

aother
William and Mary or any seles® school is doing
itself a favor by éncouraging, catering to, or seeking out

the complete, 100 percent(c_)r almost 100 percsnt) enrollment of

N oy - . . . " .
intelligenisia, Somg people can be awfully smart with book

DY

h
learning and n@; a grain of common sense or old~fashioned

/\
gumpticn)and when you live in 2 world day by day you've got
to rub elbows,. . you need a well~rounded person. X

thivk that's what I'm trying to say. I/ =
:

]

P
course ythere's quite XW@K about no’s@%ﬁﬁ%

R
as much credence//g&z/ these ts because there's been a lowering

Ve 2

ch
o U2

V.

of the standardgof education through the elementary gracdes all
Wme way up,_ Tt has resulted in the accomodation of

the masses but not higher education for those who are cone
sbtructive and will use it in the fubure._ é:gain,l‘ think

" - QW ~ a

2 wnolescme, well-rounddd person can be, decided credit +o
o schoo) years: &

Fou in later =ife .1 T think if you look a_§ Who's VWno and

go through biographical stuff you can find that that's




28

bornecut pretty well. Tests don't tell the whole story.
itve got one boy who can spend abcut two hours on scnethings

according to the professional standards of
he .
Virginiavholds three professional 1icenses°/\¥ént through
them with great ease. The first time I think he spent about
two hours on the book or the pamphlets @r what they give
you' that you're required to do. I know a lot of others
who laboriously ha¥eworked and doubtlessly ha¥ retained
far wmore mass material)but they get petrified on the tests,
Some people never pass a test. I always liked testsf I
thought it was an opportunity to show the teacher wit I knew
1f they'd missed it,but a lot of people don't think that
toXes
WaY o Tt¥ a competitive spirit., Some people just aren't
geared that way. And I think to put 50 perecant on the col-
lege boards — — there are other measurements that a;e
compensating and ean reflect potential good students.
Wiiliams: You made a very valid point a few minubes ago about ad-
nissions having been a problem here for many years. HNow
when the branch colleges were started some of the thought

of that, as I understand,was thab pernaps Christopher New-

take some of the adnissicns

(83

gort and Richard 3land coulc
pressure off William and Mary,
¥
Dunican: Some ggﬁiﬁ??mention of that was made)but it was never stressed
)
to any great degree)I didmt think., And it's just natural 77LLJL/

if something's going to grow -- a child has to be weaned some=

time)and William and Mary has a history of giving birth to
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other collegzes, you know.
wWhlliams: Waile you were on the board Christopher Newport was expand-
ing and there were attempts made to expand -~ - .

Duncan: 7Yes, and there's good enthusiasm down there. I very, ve
a8 »

much admire Dr. Windsor,and in fact I knew : Dr.
Usury, 25 well, I liked him a lot. I.knew him
completely apart from William and Mary,.  He was a dedi-

cated person,.. I think Chrisborhis Newport's futurs will
be rosy. I don't ses that it can be anything else with

the support of the citizenry, with the enrollment, with the
type of professors they are getting. They've got good
basics to build on.

Did you sense any reluctance on the board to expand Christo-

~da

Will:

[ %3

ams

¥

pher Newport from a junior college to a four-year college?
This came while you were on the board.

Luncan: I wouldn't ecall it reluctance because to me that msans g

«7

Les
nold-back or a pull-back. It was rather,"'\"s take 1t
37
easy, a step at a time. | . I think it

wag anticlpated. WNow. if there was any concern)maybe a

ik expressions were voiced that weyke Christopher New-

1

port would not want to sever from-aa; alma mater)but
- it was always pleasant. It was never anything that
was, "You're right and I wrong; and "Zhis should be; &kés - rﬂfi;%/
shouldn't be.”
Williams: JYou never sensed a great antagonism between the two?

Duncan: OCh, no. I think antagonism is too strong a word to use. There
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was more a feeling eBout the future of Richard Bland than
there was Christopher Newport,éfter all,Christopher Hewport
is just a stone's throw away and can't help but breathe the
same alr and be in the same aura as William and Mary. They're
in Tidewater Virginia. They're .steeped in history. They've
ot the same sense of valuss. So that acomunts for it,too,

“ Richard Bland had a completg&different set of circumstances,

s 5 Y '%s own canos. It was much smaller, The
slowen,

growbh was puch . The leadership there was not as fimm
nor as fized nor on the same =- I was goeing to say level; I
guess I1'1l et level stay. In some cases they were“making do.
like you have a professor that t@&cﬁ%ﬁért~time and his wife
would teach parttima 1 don't want to say patched together;
that isn't at all educational sounding or scholastic sounding
out I mean it was, YWe need a3 faculty and we'll £ill in here.®
\ By comparison with ChristopRer Newport I'd still say
that fichard Bland would appear more like Topsy.
Nge
“illiamss Hist there anybody on the board you could cite as sort of a
spokesman for either Christopher Newport or Richard Baand?
Buncan: I would never use a person's name, and actually I wouldn't be
Justified in doing it anyway.. e "% think everybody apoke nis
or her own mind as he saw fit. I think there came
to be unanimity, certainly on Christopher Newport. Each time
we visited there I think everybody was impressed. I think
they enjoyed and saw much good when we went to Richard Bland)

t

but we knew ¢ ike the country cousin. The setting, the
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circumstances were just different. Now it is true that fevein|
, I believe ., expressed &t more than one meetingz%h§t§$\

Theyr had some firm ideas about Richard Rland because ~-

1if one child grows and passes all the

QJ}A
height, {Ethe weight tests and everything&;he other one is

Yoo

well; in a fapdly

a little slower or something) Maybe you have more t§§;y
sbout that one or more concern about that cne,. . I'd label
it that Wiy -

I suppose . one of the bigger events on
the board while you were on it weuld heve been Dr. Paschall's
retirepent and the selection of Dr. Graves. What was your

own view of Dr. Paschall's retirement?

We I tried to do my part. I headed .a part

aimégZ£6f~nﬁ f%%ﬁ&% commitie

our Life" of him) inviting different members cf the

board to give a two-or three.-minute narrative, sort of

Aind I worked on "This is

tongue~in-cheelk, and had some plctures thrown up on a
3 0L,
sgreen, and tried to meke it a pleasant/evening for every-

bady,aaé—art?ﬁdiéhb&e*u&e: I think Dr, Paschall was in
love with William and Mary. I think ' a1l anybody can
do i the best he can do in the way e seesity I think

he did that. That's not saying I agrsed with him in

everything; I didn't. ¥k 've spoken about the building
< eFtS$‘\“

program, 1 A think that was top priority in his

book; it sk

owed up Z °rywhere. And so it was left for some-

e N
5 ﬁ\ T certainly do want to inter~
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ject one thing: T think William and Mary has been exceed-
ke (=3

ingly fortunate in its board mempers. Now that sounds a
A\
little Tacetious for me to say)but I consider myself the

« o Pt bgodt Lo
least of the most on <iss A & éégoklng over the years the

people who have served on the boars at William and Mary ==

certainly governor after governor has put excéllent, wide~
reaching people with .. tremendous ability on this board,

and I think William and Mary has reaped the benefit of

that. I think Dr. Paschall had an intangible plus in being
highly acceptable ﬂﬂ"ﬁ?gé;whe 1,egislatx:f% and Williem
and Mary rode that and got the benefit through appropriations

3,

2t a time when the building pomgram couldn't have gone
!

on ,
forward without it. I think he had entree s the back door
- n

at the capital‘and I think it stood wWilliam and Hary iw wighty

good stead,
adl
Simﬁl&rly/ do%&hink that Dr. Graves nob being a Virginia mane-
b
v’{’.-’“ oo 1 A o N, )
{thid has) besen a problem for hin?

——

I 1ike Dr. Graves. I imagine to a degree nels given

thought “bb ¥ wewbaimds. 1 would in his shoes., I'm Virginis-

£ .y . N -
Yored, and I happen right now to be president of = _the Ocder of

First Families of Virginia>which means I had five people

<

on the little boats that came down here May 13, 1507.

~3

here's sometning ahout Virginia} if you haven't read the
book by Gvy Tvddell,  Well, let me put 1t this way: my husband
and T ha¥e always been interested in polities. My father Was;

ny

w3
¢

zonle have been;and long before any sarvice on the board of
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William and Mary I'd been in and out the halls in Richmond

L.,
z\'éérl«:ing for or against something)but only when I felt keenly

and earnestly and sincerely sbout it. Well, I'm going to —tel|

.

sou one time -- I was going %o say it was a comfortable

4

feeling; I'm going to say it was more of a challenging feel-
ing to find out - I was related to esight or ten of ~the ffﬁﬂiskﬁsaag

-
%hemqbut as I told them I hadn't come with fiwe cents to
s N o When
treat them or thelr wlves to a cup of coifeg)w . all of
them were being wined and dined, you know, but I did want
them to listen to things oﬂ(merit and on the basis of

cause and so.forth. I think anybody feels comfortable if

/ k3 3,
they feel they have an entreswhere they have (o make a pre-

schoel would feel if he had to go and knew that thz dsgree
of success in either his personality or his ability to put
over s cause or plead or sollicit or beg e housver you want

to say it -~ vwhen he walked out that door there'd be a dollar-

and-cents mark on iy fhatts re2lly it. I think Presi-

[
dent Graves 1s very person%\&le. I think he is very approachable
ani likeable and so far as I know he is @ff to a good stard

and 1s doing a very conscientious job. You know, all of us

2’1t have Bo set the world afire to make a contribution.

S2Y
I wouldn't 'Aon the other side tnat it's worked sgainst nim. I

nk he is smart enough and moderate enocugh in tempeﬁﬁent 3nd

50 84
LLN\&lMﬂ} " in siz#ng things up c@stesaly never to force

g
+
e




Williams:

Duncan:

William and ):Lary/i M)body would & ’I{ﬁf I expect he'll turn
in a very creditable record. He's - oonwlepgydﬁTferent
personality from Fresident Paschall or anybody who went be-

fore him_when you think of them. A1l of us do our

) way.
things in our owny You may be put on my list to solicit

o= O

for Red Crecss or whaﬁever)and somebody else might say, "Well,
30

,ybuqback to her:for symphony." Well, somebody who knows

9 »

scmebody‘ggn get more ¢ them than somebody who<eaﬁi%;/it’s
Just the way the ball buunces.
If you had to identify during the eight years vou were on

came in front of the

or
ry
14}

the poard the most important issue
T

soard what would you say it was? low this is a cuestion I

ask every board member)no nabter whal years they served.

I suppose the most difficult question and the most time~consuming

b

and the one &&RL which I truly believe most of the board mem-

b3

prayed, deliberatedg/Conversed was the period when the

»
students were expelled and wanted reanstatement. And I would

i o

ey FESe of rapei >

say second to thal was, th Iﬁ“@urluj on campus. I know that
focﬂcermj)
gaEvae iz board ~that was just before I went off -~ the
A K
T when Che \*a—a;s
I hagpened to hear it in the carAreporuPd the ranes down

here. There were quite a few in a stretcn there, a concen-

trated period, I was just determined that the listenine
A o
William




2nd Mary were attacking the girls here. I thought that was

4’%39 Birner X,

very unfair so I called upﬂénd p said, "Iook here, I want

J
vou to correct what's just come over the air and on any
other hﬁyadcastﬁ'rewritgyitg £QMA{, and add a seniepne

that it has been ascertairdthat none of the attackers yere

pre

Willlam and Mary male students.” I felt that was only
1
fair, I %ﬁﬁ%gwhat the student body/éggkééii%g/about ite - -
the boys having a group to escorti?gﬁ back and forth. I
“thought that was very good.\éhmi of course, over the years
we change views. I don't like cohabitation. I would never
have thought I would vote for it)and I wouldn't)left'ho My
ovn deviges.But I heard firsﬁqhand of a school cubt in ths

(2]
nid west where they put the boys on the first and second

£1loore of the dormibory aund the girls on the third and fourth and
5 9

»

"
nobody gov p&S£W%i”Dt and second floor, S it was 2

/
saferuard which evolved through necessity. 5o you see,
there you would hdve?%ﬁgm ‘[ the same building. - . I'm
agb‘oz\s_%..
surprised you haven't gotten on any mozml»v Of course, I
bt
shink -~ not limited o schoolgtherever it is -~ the
sraatest problem and the greatest magger for anguish is
tha drug @ezi6443 benause that's sc farereaching nobody
can actually predict what is going to be what about it. I
think that really is the most criminal and upsetting thing
that has happened in the younger generailon.

gobablv b\mw\ M”i"““’ h /é’\““ﬁ ‘taved AWSSJ/
2

of %hem curiosi tj&'orooubly Just
;aaﬁ* nzurobomejbut it's too serious a thing to have taken over




7

/
s
50 many,. Uhat—TI—thick-is-a deplorable thing ghd I under-
uAL

stood therse was somg«éere, In fact, 1'd be rather surprised
if there was not, . : qyé%rtainly since Iive
been on the board . i thinx things have g&mproved. I
think there's a greater calm. You'll have a wave, and then
easgsout. I think that all
over the country(énd I have served on two or three other
boards) I think there's been a leveling out, a settling
down, a period of evalustion. I hope that's what it is.

That s whlit T feel 1t should be: }leeping what's good and

discarding what's bad. Again we're back where we started wabh
< P,

Miss Bessie P. Taylor,Vhen she addressed the girls in her

Ao pon
-Radl she gave that class a verse from the Bible. It's from

?sajﬁn)anu itts éiove all things, hold fast that which is

\\\

good.”  You know, tnat's pretty hard to beat if you take it

. .

, o

a5 vour o fou can try thingsybut if it's no good)discard;
y A

g rdame

, T s .
what's the value. I aqm;re« oung people think they've

1

goht a iremendous set of circumstances thet no other generation

had te face. I think they have courage. I think vney have

v

a visdom im a certain [lne that is commonplace o them
s Knowin

that certainly mes exceptional, i?ﬁat all to other generations.
I thiak they will meet the chal’ lengeyand I think we'ge in a
ery poor fix as parents or as the people up at bat or cCarry-
ing the load now if we ddn't have faith in pur youth. The
future 1s yopth and that's the way I feel about it.
I N *
. < wWe

h
There is only one other ommant]anu w’&usjmvﬁd>4 isn't

S
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meant to be sor there has been improvement and I!
ing now about the becard. It's besn compossd of peop% hvre,
there, :xd yonddr but basically for a g*‘ea‘t many years it
Z whethat
was neld tight -~ Svpedbdieintentionally or otherwise ~
Qt was by appointment,but appointments cazd be
primed and recommended\--— it was held very fast in this
Bichmond-Norfolk-Williamsburg area. I don't know that
that's 100 percent for the good of the college. I am de-
lighted that it is possible to have three or four ~- I
think it's thres -~ ocut-of-state peOpie because the three
out-of-state people are : national figures and can cer-
tainly bring weight and good deliberation to the board)and

I'm 100 percent for that. I like to see women put on the

board. I think it's a good balance. I think in this day

and %ime 1t would be a horrible faux: pas not to have RV =T

W&MM)«

27 I think the board was improved by the wome fkﬁs—l*
Wﬁwmg@m I do fee.l. that waybe
there is still room for a litile more bradening )f%atewid
\/@é have a trianghe of a sz:ate ,and when I from
/@/ =X hurdead
rthsrn Virginia am in Bristol I'm 60Q miles from my state
capital. I'm nearer four or five other state capitals than
I zn Rickhmond. ®S3,, fhat's a good big st auejmhin this
time of good transpordation » I do think that for the
best interest of the fubure of William and Mary the composi-
tion of the board should focus all three of those points of

our triangdw plua the center with ootsidecs. I think mors
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ts ood,iﬁ

diversity in dhe board otrer than having a small gqrovp
A Grasted,

wno ses each other almost regularly. it makes
it easy for them to get tngethe?%?%ygt%%%zgagégeéber is
reguired but everybody can get to Richmond Bs;g%§§£%%;
’ig;;re 's a different feeling in different parts of the state.
Ccm;ng frcnxﬂérthern Virginda -~ I don't think it's any
gecret as you go down Virglnia people don't care so much for
Aérthern Virginia; they'd give us across the river. Well,
we're on the right side of the Potomac jand we value that;
-~ we put a lot of money into the state treasury iy
lot of student %f: William and Mary «- the biggesi per-
aentaggmggzgg Trom hbrthern Vlzglnla)and as I understand it
they don't have to be led around, They're cosmopolitan.
They're possibly scholastically half a year ahead of s%%giikgingx//
from the boondocks,But be that as it may,Ll think a cross sec~
tion of au]éf it would be for the benefit of William and Mary.

In the years you were on the board could you see a profres-

oF

sionﬁ changing viewpoints on the board?
Indeed T did)and I applauded it within my heart. I just felt
it was something long overdus.

That 1n fact wasg a quastion I had wanted to ask you.

Long overdue, and again , I think the leadership should be.
spread. I don't think just becauss of geographical foca-
tion (jwhere you liveByou are automatically to bs the number

oneE%%?ﬁ;:the number two or whatever title goes with the of-
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fice.
Williams: Can I slip one more question in? Why was it that CGovernor
Godwin did appoint you in '667
Duncan: W:ll, it was '65,I think. Maybe you should ask him-ihat.
Williams: I wmay not get a chance to.
Duncans  Well, Qet me just answer it in a back-up kind of a way: I
felt it a decided compliment. Iis}?ad e bit of experience’-
I had Mé&mesof the biggest women's organizations in the
nation éqith BOME cvelSeds urts)) A A om@Q two schools and
support/ fourtesn others. I served on those boards. I think he
knew tnat; I'm sure heiknew part of it. I had been on the
Foundation oWlmges in Virginia,and there's an

Indian school ocut west that has a dormitory named for me.
» So~be spepk,

So I'd gotten my feet wet whihweepesk with school meetings
and listening and locking at budgei,:\z,” I don't know that I
Was any great asselt to the board. I did speak up yand I did

‘bhﬁ 3’\)&, rrotd
tell hlmr\tmen he appointed me that T wasn't a :y?S Dercon, I
expected to ask questions and vote as I saw fi.’c,) and he said
that's exactly what he expected ms to do. of course, havs
great confidence in him and I consider him WMW
present day. 1'd been to William and Maryl ew that,
He knew % was in business. He knew I'd also beea in pili-
tics and a lot of my family were. I guess it was a combi-
nation of things. We talked about William and Mary a number
of times.When I was on the board he asked me how I liked

in
berv:t.no‘)anc? he'd ask me about different things 2 the period we
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Just covered. OFf course, he saw @nd heard things): }v‘iisv

ear's/(always close to the ground)and several times when I

Saw him he'd bring up something that had happened currently.
41 s BF course, he appointed me when he was a- Democratic

o

govemor) and then Governofool'bonﬂéppointed me.

K Whﬂ was ' sk Govepor HoL‘&on) o @9_63 v f o, t‘eé@?o};m& x\,}cyu_?

M%, g -fow a waul%ﬁ £ 9 WM& —
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