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Chapter I.

The Getting.

In 1861,

he appearsnce of Ri

hee

from the Manches-

Jumes was both varied and piecturesqus. Three

of

s seven

113 stood out prominently. To the scuth,

clay sides of Chizborazo Helghts shome in the suw

ght. To the

morth, was the now cemetery, Hollywood, its gr

sl

s dotted

usents,

tweon these tws and further fro

% river was

i1 Hill.

ty stood the

ol, its classic dignity, gleaming white from s di

ance, yot

grimy and westberbesten on close inspection, The "Fost Office and

sany shurches, mills asd fa

erios, stand out premisestly . . . in
quesnly splendor and besuty,"l

Before %

0 sity was Jumes River, dotted with many is=

lets and boulders, cver

1k the water rushed molsily., The Feters-

turg and

dges spamned it. The "Petersbur

ercasing over Belle Isle wns described by Delecn as a "frail and
giddy structure™” high sbove the river, Just wide eacugh for the
track md a footway. Lower down was the eld Mayo wagon bridge.

From the Capitsl Square, morth and west spresd the residen-

L

1. Jones,

sder Stars and Bars, p. 57

2. Deleon

€. Four Years in Rebel Capitals, p. 86
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tial seoction. Houses of the urban type mear the squers stood close

ose further out wers mors spaoious, of clap-board or

together.
red brick = ugually of the Georglan style with gardens, ynrds, ear-
ringe houses and eakiss.

On the eastern side of Council Hill to Shookce Valley
wors botels, Mstropolitan Hall, the African Chureh, the Medical Gel-
lege and residences growing progreszivaly poorer as the hill sloped
ta the wlley.

Shockos Valley, sosstimes spoken of as "the Valley® or

Butcher Tewn” held mmny tobwcoo warehousss, the Central Railroad

Tards, the Lamcastrian School (free), snd many tencsmts and bouses
of squalid disorder. Across the Velley was "Clurch Hill,"™ a residen-
+tial section, almcst the oldest of the city. This section extesding
4o Chisborazo Heigits included old St. Jokn's Church and the kome of

s Eligabeth Van Lew, During the war, sany knew her to be a federsl

find sufficient proof to bring charges against

opyy but they could m
ber.

Befors tho capitel, lay the business section including fuo-
tories, banks, stores, #tc. The Basin, an enlargesent of the sanal,

sxtended about elght squares - east and west - between the foot of the

hill and the river. It was the center of the caty's cosmercial
imterests. Hers was the Tredegar Werke which, under the sanagement
of Mr. J. R. Anderson, was becowing famous. This was the only roll-

ing =411 of the South capabls of casting beavy guns. In 1861, the




SRy ielied Shaios (LT eBites Code) goverma Ve ol oscplest ot
1 user maken s RGN e ST

photocopy or reproducion is T b e any purposo other than private sudy, scholarship or research
photocopy or reproduction for purposes in excess of “fair use,” that user may be liable for copyright infringement




e copyright e (Title 17, United State: the making of photocopies or other re
photocopy o taproduction is not to be ‘used for any purpose other than privta study, scholarship or research.” I a user makes a request foror later Uses, a
photocopy ot reproduction or purposes in excess of ai use,”that user may be fabi for copyright nfringement,

Fage 4

flourishing; articles of food atupdsnt and cheap; the stores wers
well stocked wiuh mrchendiss; pauperiss was almost usknown; the
people were independent snd kappy.d

In 1859, the tobaceo Sompanies, forty-tirse of them, em-
ploped 2,388 workers and produced 20,000 hegshesds of tobasco u
menth, The James River Manufacturing Company kad 4,000 spindles.
In 1860, 143,000 bushels of wheat ard 42,300 barrels of flour were
sxported by the Osllsge and Colusbimn Mills alome.®

The Gity Direstory of 1860 gives the following imvemtery

of enserprises and businesses of the citys

Mercantile Agencdes - 1
Advertising Agencies =
General and Cellecting Agents - 15
Insurance Agests = &

Pension and Bounty, Land Agents = 7
Real Setate Agemis = 6

Shipping Agents = 5

Agricultural Izplessats = &
Ambrytypist, Photographist = 4
Apothecaries - I6

Archisects = 5

Artists = 3

Attorneys at Law = 66

Savings Benks - L
Barbers and Hairdressers - &

4. Patnan, Sallis A. Richmond During vbe War, p. 23

5, Richmond Bicentenmial Publicasioms, Vol. 1, 1937
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Barrel Fuctories - 2
Bell Hangers and Locksmivks - 5
Balting, Lewthoer, asd Indin Rubber = 1
Billiard Salocns = 2
Bird Deslers = 1
Hlackemiihe ana Wheelrights = 24
Bearding Houses - 43
Book Binders = &
Book Sellers anl Stationers - 10

-1

Cabinet Makers = &

Cap Makors - 2

Carponters and Builders - 34
Carpots and 04l Cloth - 3
Carrisge aml Conch Makers = 13

China, Glass, Croskery - §
Cleaks end Mantillas = 3

Aetail Clething = 60

Second Hand Clothing - 4

Wholesale Clothing - 2

Cloth, Cassimesrs, Vestings = 1

Coal Dealsrs - 19

Coal, 0il, mnd Lempa

Commisaion and and:ns Morchamts = 138
Hetail Comfectiomers = 120

Coopers = &

Cuppers and Lesckes = 4

Culters and Instrument Makers - 3

Dentis
Dressmakers = 3
Wholesale Druggist = 7
Fetail Dry Goods - T0
Wholesals Dry Goods - 3
Dyers nnd Scoursrs = 4
Earthen Ware - 2
zngnun -4

Comparies = 1
Ihol ale Fancy Goods = 3
Fancy Trimsings - 6
Funcy Variety Goods = 11
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File Manutscturers = 1
Florists = 1
¥lour Dealers
Flour Mills = 5

Iron and Brass Foundries = 13

yurniwure Dealers and Cabinet Makers - 10
Gas Fitters sud Flumbers - 9

Gas Regulators = 1

Gents' Furnishing Geods = 14

Gilders = 2

Orates and Fenders = 2

Retail Orocers - 360

Whelesale Grocers = 33

juan o 5

7

Guns and Platole = 4
Hardvare and Cutlery - 16
Hats, Caps, Furs, and Straw Goods - 14

House }\.mhl—irc Goods = B
Ice Dealers =

Insurance Co. = 6

Iron and Stesl Deslers = 2
Instrument Workers - 2

Iren Railing Manufacturing - 4
Iren snd Stesl Works = 2

Jusk Dealer
Knitting Machines - 2
Lesther, Hidos, etc. = 4
Lime, Cesmat, ste. = 4
Ldquors, Wines, stc. = 19
Lithographera- 3

Livery Stables = 16
Looking ulasses, Picture Frames = 2
Lazmer Dea -

Mackinists = 7

Marble and Stome Worke = 6

Modical Colleges = 1

Merchants ana Tailors - 26
Milliners = 25

Millimery Geods = 3

Milizary Gosds = 1

Vusic and Iluntll Instrumests = 12
Music Teachers =

Negro Traders - 15

Hews Depens - 4

Newspapers = §
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Hotaries Puhue =10
Nurserysen =

Opticians - a

Ornasental Flas.erers - 1
Cyster Doalers - B

House ana Sign Paineers - 24
Paints and Oils = 1

Paper Mills = 1

Paper Hangers and Upholsterers = &
Fhysicians = 84

Proguce Dealers = &

Rogalia ¥anufastory = 1
Festaurants - 30

Rolling Mills - 2

Roofers and Slaters - 4
Saddle snd Harness Uakers - 13

Snloons - B8

Saw Manursetory = 1

Sash and Elind Manufactures = &
Seales - 3

Private Sehools = 25

Soed Stares - 4

Sewing Machines = 7

Ship Chandlere = 5

Shoe Mnkers - 4%

Silver Plasers - 2

Soap and Candle Manufacturing - 4
Shooting Galleries = 2

Stoven and Timwars - 14

Stove Manufactury = 1

Sugar Refimery = 1

Tailors - 25

Telegraph umn -1

Teamsters -

Tebaceo and n;nrc -1
bacseniat = 56

Tobacee Mills and Boxes = 9
Totacco Tarehouses = 7

Tobasco Exchange = 1

Toys - 3

Trimmi
Turners
Usbrella Mamufacvurys = 1
Undertakers - &
Upholaterers = 8

Lace, ete. = 4
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Washing Machize Makers - 1
Watchos and Jewslry - 23
Wigmakers = 1

Wood Dealers - 13

Wooden and Willow Ware - &

ALl of this formed .is setting for the Capital or ihe
Genfederate States nnd made it the coveted goal for each of the

five Northern generals who urged his trosps "On to Aichmond.”
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Chaprer II,

dssepeion.

The last fow months of 1860 and the first in the new year
made apparent to Virgimin the pecessity for deciding at cmce how she

would procesd in the rift between the Northern and Sowthern den.

Every offort must be sade to beal the breach, so Virginia speosered
o delegation to Tashington and n confersmce of the Scuthbern states.

To know ber owm position if a cholee botween the two fac-
tions became necessary, s statve convention was called om February
13, 1861,

As the legislature was im session, the Convention met in

Mechanics Ball om 9th Strect. The question was of vital interest.
Those who wished to preserve the umion at any price wers called Unicn
Desgerats and those who, in the sarly days of the Conventionm, were

conaidered redical were called Sesslomists. The delmies wers long

and fiery. Crowds sttended. The western gallery was reserved for

the ladiss who csme in great musbers, Mamy of the delegates - affected

by their pressnce, flmmed into long winded orstory te such sm extent

thet o rule was =ade limiting all speakers to ten mimut So many

poople attended ench day - standing in the sisles snd doorways -
that the Convention insirted sdmission be allewed crly by efficial
7. The

tickets., Later in March sscret sessions were felt nece

citizens, getting only brief aceounts of the meetimga free the
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papors, folt timt littls was being mccomplished, and complaimed over
the length of the sessim.
Lincoln's insugursl address gave little hope of peace. The

dent his 4 tion of relieving the garrisen at Fort

Sumter, peacesbly if ke could, forcesbly if be must.

Public mestings were held night after night by Sessionist
arnd Union Desoersts, who yet heped for a seitlment, There wers very
ahile speakers on both sides. Tne pecple listensd with rapt attentios,
Meny were convimeed that secession was the only stand timt Virginia
gould make. Sessiorist flags appearsd in the ity = particularly is
Juckson Ward.

In Mareh the eity seemed divided betwsen the two parties.
For instance, Mrs. J. A, Beleher, a residet of Sidmey, a suburb on
the edge of Richmond, raised tie ssblem of Southern indepemdence.

That evering, s growp of young beys from Cregon Hill, Rickmond, ap-
poared and deganded she take down the flag. She complied with the re-

quest caly to raise it again. This time about oue bundred citizems

who bad read the story im The Dispateh were cn hand to ses tiat the
boys did met remove it asl bad been threatened.

On the 26th of March, Junius L. Areher of the Bellons Foundry
announeed to the Comvestion that he md reccived an order frem the

federal govermmnt to send all guns in kis posseasion to Fertress

1. Richmond, Daily Dispatch, Usreh 27, 1861
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Menrce, The order not only imcluded the guns but some beavy colum=

visds, Mr. Archer roquested the pesple of Richmond, Chesterrield

and Fowbatan mot %o comply with the order simce all future mstion
wis 8o uncertain,? This order caused so much agitation im the eity
ard state that it was withdrawn April 1.

The popular fesling of the citizens was bscoming grester
for secession, Tho Union Democrats held ome meoting nfter amother
in the African Chureh using every form of naticnal propagends to try
and hold the citizens to the Union. The State legislsturs sent a
delegation to Lincoln to try snd find what his policy was townrd the
Southern states that imd soceded., They retursed oely to report that
Lincoln would hold the Union togetber. The smme day guns were fired
on Fort Sumter, Before the report was mde to the legislawurs, Lin-
coln kad sent to Virginia for ber quota of the 75,000 troops te march
ageingt the neceding states, Oovernor Letcher refused to obey the
order.

Saturday evening (April 13th) the mews of the surrender of
Fort Sumter reached Richmond., The Dispatck® said thav the reception

of the pews wns "one of the wildest, most emthusimstic and irrepse:

ible sxpressions of heart felt exubsrant joy on the part of the pecples

2. Duily Dnspatch, Mareh 29, 1841

3. The Daily Dispatch was the official title of the nowspaper but it
was spoken c: as "The Digpich.
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generally thnt we Inve sver known to be the case in Richmend.™d
Mothing wns thought or talked of save the grest triusph achieved by
the bercic troops of the glericus Seuthers Confederacy in cbliterat-
ing "ome of the Illincis ape's standing mensce against the sssention
of Soutkern rights and equality.”¥ Crowds sssesbled arcund the bul-
letin boards of the different newspeper offices wascking for the
latest dispstches. By sundown the advocstes of Seuthers rigits bad
resolved to celebrmie the momentous event.

The irom casnen of tho Fayette Artillery Company fired
salute of 100 guns from Shockos Hill., All the bells rang. The windows
rattled in the Capitel, Exchange Hotel, and Ballard House. Thick
powder s=oke hung sround the Tashirgton memusment. Gun flsahes illu=
mizsted the Square and the snisated faces of tho poople with a play
of red light,”

Stirring addresses wers made to the erowd in the Square.
Several ispulsive men rushed 1o the roof of the Capitol and hodsved
the Confederste flag (taken down later cn Oorermor Letcher's order).

Bomfares were lighied at almost overy cormer of the primei-
pul strevts. DBemcen fires were saiarted om Unden snd Church Bills.
Alzost svery house was ablaze with lights. Tronsparencies were dis-

played tkroughout the city.

« Daily Dispatoh, April 1%, 1861
anrk, p. 33-34

5. Themason, John T, Jr. Jeb



B e e etk T et s e

(Title 17, United States overns the making of

Ty PSS Gt han privals stucy: COGISNp f fessarch: I3 Uso Makes & foquest 10O et Uses, 2

Fage 13

Many fesred fires from the transparenciss because the oaly
wnter availsble was in the reservoir, and that was quite low. Some
of tbo ciuizens requested through the mewspapers that they would mot
be considered unpatriotic if they displayed mone om Mondsy maght when
the torch light parade was planned.

The torehlight procession composed of men mnd wasen bearing

trazaparencies, mnners, flasboaux, and the now flug, stretched al=o

a =ile down the strest. The militis companies in ranks, and under
arms but eot in uniform, joimed the procession, Erass music, the fife
and drus, gave a martial touch, The crowd dragged  brass canmom from
the State Armory.

The saloons, bars, and corner grocsries alike, dealt toddies
and gtraight drass. Pizinni's Palsce of Sweets served iue cress and
shorberts to the ladies and gentlesem.

The procession kslted before the Governor's Manslon and
clamored for n speech. Governor Letcher wus annoyed by the demomstra=
tior because Virginis had not ssceded snd was 0till s part oi she
Usten, He speke very briefly sayirg that be did mot knew wat they
wore celebrating, and sivised them to return the camnen Lo the Armory
apd disperse, Mo thanked them for the courtesy of ealling aud ede
them "gosdnight.” vhbe crowd choored him and passed from the Square
still colobraving the fall of ¥ort Suster,®

—_—

6. Themason, Joehe W, Jr, Jeb Stusrt, p. 33-34
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The eity was snxious and restle

The procesdings of the
Virginian Convention, (its members tors by conflicting ideals and

ideas had bess mesting for fifty-two daye

ssemed slow and undegided,
The Legislaturs was holding tmck to try and save Virginia from beth
the Herth and the Seuth.

Both men and women became peliticisms and lobbyists iryimg
to influence the delegates. Becoming impatient, the people called mn
unefficinl convention to meet the 1étk, If the regular Comvestics
did mot act by tiat time, the people wers goimg to take over the
affairs of Virginis. Ex-Goversor Wise wns ome of their most popular
speskers,

They met mt Metropolitan Fall en the 1léth and called thes-
selves the "Spontanscus Fesples® Cemvention.” (CGramdsons of beth
Fatrick Hesry and Themas Jefferson wers mesbers.) After organization
they agresd to give the Virginia Convention one more doy %o take
action.

On the might of the 17th, the Virginis GComvesticn, mesting
in seoret sessien, by a large majority vote passed the Ordimance of
Secession, "to repesl the retificstion of the Comstitution of the
Uniued States by the State of Virgimis and to resume all the rights
and powsrs granted under the said Cemstitution.®T

The mews was mde public the next sorming. Canmcas were

7. Christian, ¥. Astury. Rickmemd, Her Past apd Present, p. 216
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fired frem Capitol Hill, DBusiness was susponded. FPecple smbraced
on the streets, The United States Customs House of the city was
seized by Col, J. L. Davis on orders fros the governor. The sign
over the Bank Street sntrance proclaiming "United States Court"
was torn down by a meb, Confederate and 3tate flags were holsted
on putlie buildings, Unicn flage dissppeared in hagte, and orators
declaimed from every vantage poimt,

A proclasation was issued callisg for armed velunteer
regisents for immediste nctlom, AlL over the city cempanies were

being organized. The City Council voted $50,000 for equippimg them.

st torehlight parade of the city's

sxperience took place. Mrs. Putnan, whe witmessed 1t, says that in
practically every house some form of illusinntion wes displayed.

faverite form was the Croes of the South “and ir sny smong the

poor and tusble, were wnting seans to illuzinate grandly, a single
1ight in the window proved that at least the inclimation to rejoice
was oot wantisg. . . . As far s the sys could resch down the line

of Franklin Stroet, aed over the hill, mors tham a mile distamt,
gleamed the torches, and the dim transperencies shome like illuminated
squares of vaper, or gipantie firefliss; the sounds of rusical instru=
ments growing fainter and faimter, until they were lost upen the ear,
or drowned in the bum of the multitude, which now amd them burst

forth in the wildest kurrahs."®

=l 8, Putman, Sallie A. Richmond During the War, p. 20-21
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Rigkmond prepared for war, Martial susic was heard

throughout the eity for days after the news. Police wers deing

their bust to preserve order. A crowd, hearing that one of Lime

colu's eaissaries was passing, bl

ed the thoroughfare, stopped

the emissary turned kdm over to the police. All trappings

and war's decorations were in greai desand. Wemen wore sewing

averywears, oven in churches, Ow the 26th, Northern merchmts and

Jews were

the strests busily collecting the debts owed them.

The Convention had thrown some ispedisents

mer and

d bustle of Secess

receds Just a% vhe cleas of the Sun-
day services,

out an el

oise and com

t te the doek.

some rushed to C

seized every

ebel War Clerk'

T oivy doek
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The two bromze From

ennnona which Lafayett

7s wore drugged from their places at the

State As

=ory, without powder er emell, to

Rok

s for the de=

fonse of

he clty. Dr. J. J. Jeter, pastor of the Orace Baptist

sscured an old shotgun, that scws said had mo lock or load

out for war.

double=quizked d oom Broad Street wa

the

espty shotgun, geing alone to smgage the Unived State's mm of war,
(Yenrs lator he wao teased about this, but he declared ke was at

least an exozple.)

After much doliberatics, o

lery wns sent down to Drewry’s Bluff to g
lnter the crowd slowly dispersed, The repert proved a false alarz.
erely pointed thoir moses up she raver

The Paspes and escort had

sbel War Clork's Diary,

and wiskdrawn., In A Jonen states timt

ke believed it wns an inventicm oi the ensmy o divert the South

from attncking Tashisgton.

War was formally declared by Act of the Congress of tus

Confedernte Staves on the luth of May, On the 2srd, Virglais rorsally

rasizied the Ordimance o: Secessiom snd by December had adopted m mew

State Constitution. At th

time thres impertant legislniive bodiss

ware meeting in Richmond, the state legisla.ure, the Constivurimal

Comvemien md the provisiosal Congress of the Confederate States.
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Chapter III.

Capital,

Virgin.a invited ihe confedernte states to make Richmond

t

eapital of whe Confodernte Stazes of America, The elsy awaited

the reply to the invitatien with poorly concealed sxcitesent and

impatience. The 2srd of May, it was formally snmounced that vhe Cen-
fodorave Congross had sdjourned to mest in Rickmend, the mew capital
of the Confederancy.

The city probably was chesen for several reasoms, It was

the tersinus of railreads from every dirdection, Few southern cities

rn railroads were short

kad thas mdventage because many of the sout

fren of differ

1ines, st gouge. The Tredegar Works wan a factor

consider: mament,

becauss of its facility to turn ocut heavy
elty was also & more cemtral loeation im event that Maryland and
Eentucky joined the Confederncy.

Before the arrival of Comgress, the whele complexicn of

Rickmond had changed, It was the center of & whirlpool, Strange
faces grested citizens at every turn, The population of 40,000
tripled in ome month tkrough the presence of govermmnt officials

and olerks, of fice seskers, merchants and “bangers on® of every

description, from all sectioms of the South, Quesr costumes were

seon on the streeis worn by pecple from inland Georgia snd Temn-
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Heotel accomnodations and boardinmg houses were dirficult
to find. The Spotewood, Exckamge Ho.el, Ballard House, =mnd the
American held beds at the highest premiums in the kalls, parlors
and on billiard tables. Losser houses wers equally packed. Ouests
stood at the dining room doors waiting to grab the first waoant
semt, Deleon said that Riclmond hotels were always medicere but
in the spring of "6l they were wretched, A slean room, a hot stesk,
or an argwered bell could not be beught by flagrant bribery.l Pri-
vate boarding houses increased in nusber. ¥amy homes tock boarders,
partly because the great pusber im the city had to be ascomsoduied,

and because the confedernts currency had deprecisted = sven in the

early memtks of the war. Usny citizens already felt the results of
this.
Every train brought its freight of soldiers. Fifteen thous-

and

re emcaasped on the outskirts of the city. In the early days,
they were given a maat cordinl welcome "snd they bere the appearance
of guests at a holiday fesiival.” The promemsdes on Framklin Strest,
Gambles® Hill and Church Hill were crowded by orficers and young

1ndi,

to whom the uniform was the syebel of the glory or war. The

Dispatch makes the following comsent in am arcicle entivled Changes

in the Landsarks of Etigquetts and Social Lire Uade by War: “The tise

1. Delaom, T. C. Feur Years in Rebel Capitals, p. 8657

2. Putman, Sellie A, Rickmond During the War, p. 8%-86
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was when it was dangerous to a man's reputaiicn to emter the prestnce
of ladies with anmycking short of a cloan dickey, u shaven facs, an
ancreased suit amd patent lemther brogans. . . . New Af & man only
wonrs brass buttons and a stripe dews his log, » rumpled shirt or &
dirty pair of pantaloons it is all right. Te be a scldier is to be
a man, and its a passpert to anywhers im his petristiom.”3

Richmond had reascn to regret the pressnce of samy of its
sew civizens, Drunkenness was common, FPrier to this poried, the eluy
had very little drumken disorder in places where socisty attended.
The Varietiss, oms or the thestres, had to be closed by ihe palice.
Mot only was the thestrs losimg its better type mwdlonce, fun plays
wore being imterrupted by the drunkards who argued, started fights,
and even used fire arss,

saults mounted. Mamy sol=

Crize such as garrotting aad

dlers were arrested, Urs, Putnan says that there were mmy "villians

who donned military dress, and for a whils thls was a passport to
rotice and respect; but growing wary of ihe impesition, seciety re-

quired seme other voucher to pass an unknown and suspleicas individual.

Guards balted every man at svery corner, ard unless sipporied bF
proper credemtials, n safe place was found for delinquests in durance

el

3. Daily Dispatch, Jamuary 8, 1861
4. Putean, Sallie A, Richmend During the War, p. 86
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In spite of tkis never before bnd tusimess kad sore lire.
New stores opemed in Richmend. Osrment mskers, cobilers, machimists
and bakers had se muck trade that they saw great opportusity of be-
eoming wenlthy. FPrices soared, The people were at the mercy of a
band of profitesrs.

Freparstions were mde for arrival of tbe Fresident. The

eity bought the old Brockesborcugh home on 14th and Leigh Strests for

the White House. e provisional Contederaice govermsent smd that
they could met mcoept the girt as all states should have a share in
providing & home for the Presidemt, Therefors the mansicn was remued
from the sity.

Houses wers decors.sd for she arrival of the Fresidemt, FHe
was et by Govermor Letcker, his sdvisory council, Mayor Mayo, o dele-
gation from the city council, and crewds of citizems. & fiftesa gun
selute was Tired when he entersd the carriage. FPoople shesrsd s be
passed, Many times tne carrisgs was balued for sosecns to shake
Davis® hand. At the Spotswood, he addressed ihe orowd. His resarks
wors few, to the polmt, mnd convinedng. The ci.izens were confident
that be was The "man fur ohe cccmssion,” At the Fair Grounds timi
afvernocn, men and women groeted him wite tee heartiest demcnstras

ticns o1 pleasure,f

9. Daily Dispanch, May 30, 1861

6. Tate, Allen, Jeffsram Davis, p. 105
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Jefrerscn Davis' previcus career was well known im Hick-

mond. He was u graduste or West Poim: and uma served in -he Mexi-

ean War. He had been Secretary of War under Fremden. Pierce, ana

senntor free dppl before vhe dl States seosded.
Davis was an excellswt spenker, he hdlthe abilivy 1o make crowds
belisve what he told them, His very sppearance belped him as evory-
ons received tne impression that he was o mystic. e was "susters
and thewghtful ai all times, rarely unbending to show the veis of

iuser kidden under bis stern exterior.”!

He was called obe *Just®
an be sesmed to have a divinity abous him,
Nre. Davis had all vbe qualities to make mn excellent

“firs lady." Ske was warm nearted, s devoted wife and moher, sed

& mowe gracious hostess, She bad an impetucus tougue, WATLY and

csustic, with a sensitive navure uederlying it. She could discuss
+the latest book, er talk knowingly of the letest picturs, or cpers.
She could comfort the unbappy and sick, or estertain the most dis-
tinguished guests.

Urs. Davis was "at home™ every afterncom. A group of
brilliant women, both strangers to the eity and residents dropped

in for a "ewp of tea." lany gentlemen from the army and the govers-

sent departzents come, Mr., Davis always came for an hour's relaaa

tiom, ALl were mssured of a hearty welcome.

7, Delecn, T. ©. Four Years in Rebel Capitals, p. 183
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later, whon the first emthusi for the mew g

and all for whick it stood had worn off, these "ot homee" cumme in

for m great skare of eriticism, The ten was enlled the "court,”
and the pecple said "our court ladies assume too much state.”d
Mrs. Davis was called n martinet in social satters. The oritics
announced * . . . & sort of court is being kept up there but the
wives of the gensrals are conspicucus by their absence,"?

Freaident and Urs. Dmnvis held bi-menthly levees ihat were
both aristocratic and denccratic. "To them . . o flocked the world
and kis wife in shat holiday attire they possessed, in the earlier
days; marked by the dainty toilettes of really slegant women, the
"butter-nut' of the private soldier snd the stars snd ysllow sashes
of any & gemernl . . o "10 The levees were useful in letting all
slasses of pecple have m glimpse of tke imner workings of the grest
machine of government,

Presidest and Mre. Davis shome brilliantly, but this was
not all that the soclety of Rickmond demeded. Who wers their an-
costors? Whence dad they come? Wirginimne hed little syspathby with
the dream of the lower South of becoming & great empire. "Thers is
mo doubt thes (Virginin) considersd the lewer Scuth as 'wpstarts.'®
8, Tate, Allen, Jefferscn Duvis, p. 226
9, Stanard, Mary Mewton. Rickmord, its Pecple snd its Stery, p. 176

10. Delecn, T. G. Four Years im Rebel Capitals, p. 155
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Therefore, Urs. Davis was received neme toc warmly. The local
ladies called her “thar western woman" snd later "thay coarse west-
orn woman,” even sayirg that ske was rude to a plainly dressed lady
whom she kmd not rocognized as Mrs. R. E. Lee.ll Fetty feuds arose
among the wives of the generals and cabdeet mirdsters and krs. Davis,
Usny said that the feud betwsen Urs. Davis and Mrs. Joknson was the
enuse of the animesity between the Fresident sed the General who
wers sarlier fire friends. Mrs. Tocebe was so anti-Davis tiat whem
it was snnounced that the President was 111, declared it was all
"humbug® and be was not sick st all. )% The squabbles and jeslousies
kopt the gossips' tomgues busy, sad ladies' sewing circles from belng
dull,

Wken the Confederate Congress :irst met in the Virginis
Capitel, crowds of spectators filled its galleries, snd lobides.
They listensd sttentively to the speeches ond debates, izterssted

of state. After the meoting of the first permanest

in the affsd
sengross and Jefferson Davis' inauguratien, the galleries became
practically empty o1 cliizens, The pride im the government turned
4o sheme and disgust. Oradually the masses began to realize that the
govermment was imefficient, Mr. Davis's position ckanged from that
of the idel of the people to that of s dictator.

—

11. Tate, Allen, Jefforson Davis, p. 105 = Chesmut, Mary B. A
Diary from Dixie, p. 101

1%, Ohesaut,Mary B. A Diary from Dixle, p.l12
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Just after the first Battle of Manassas, the first defi-
nite breath of eriticiss was directed agninst Davis. The citizens
beld him respensitle for the failure of the Confederates to pursus
the flesing enesy ints Washington. On Davis’ fnaugurstion, the
Richeond Exaginer opesly criticised him for his fallure tc state hds
future poliey in the insugural address.l?

The Examiner was the eritic of the sdsinistration, Jokn
U, Daniel, the ediuor, criiicised Davis® appoirtmemts, his lemiency
to the troops of Dahlgresn, his "rubber stasp" cabinet, his paliey
of setting wside days for fasting and prayer, ste.

Bafore the fall of Haskville, Davis bad become very un-
popular. Almost half the country was sgainst him, "No cus mct could
bave emcouraged this feeling more than his relieving Floyd and Pillew
from comsand, for abandoming their pest snd leaving s Junior officer
to onpitulate im their stead, ., , ., Mr. Davis stood firm and = as
wns his igwariabtle custom in sich cases = tock not the least note of
pepular discentent, And still the people mursured more loudly, and

declered hin mn mutoorat, sed kis cabiret m bumch of izbeciles,=l%

Davie® policy of keeping all the reins of govermmemt and
eonduct of war in his own hands irritated the pecple. Mamy were cer-

tain of his favoritise for any man who bhad been to West Folnt, at the

13, Bichmond Exsminer, February 22, 1862

-~ 14. Deleon, T. €. Four Tears in Hebsl Capitals, p. 163
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experse of thoss who kad proved themselves worthy of trust, amd

that Davis would relieve mny minister or official, whe disagresd
with him snd replace his by saw favorite, They eriticised his
appointsenta of Northerners asd men with Unicn sentiments to high
offices in his governsent, Genmoral Winder of Marylmd was in charge
of sartisl law in Richmond, Lors "lesksge® of Confederate policies
and conditionn went %o the Nerth by wey of his imported Marylasd
pelice than in mny cther way, Major General Oustavus Smith of Hew

sppointed Secretary of War when kr. Randolph resigned

15

York City

in Wovesber 1862, Teo many clerks were imperted from Washirgton.
It was not to be wondersd that the North had mews of facts within

the capital almeet, and mometizes befors, they wers made knewn to

the citizens, Davis ismued the proclsmatims of a dictater. He coe-
stantly igmored both congress nnd the courts. He preclaimed martisl
law and suspesded the writ of habems corpus. 16

The Examiner sade tids comsent in 1863 on kis policys "dr.
Prosident Davis' proclazations amd prosunciasientos, his Borrible

tod they are

threatenings snd gloosy appeals have so oifen been ra
the laughing stock of the world, DBut naver lave they resulted in

ons solitary perforsance. He is cbstimmte, very bitter when he gets
in u quarrel with mme officinl over shom the law gives kiz temporary
eomtrol. He im very firs indeed in maintaining a minion or & measurs
15. Jemes, 4. B. A Rebel War Clerk's Diary, vel. 1, p. 114, 123, 151

oA 16, Jones, J. B. A Rebel ¥ar Clerk's Diary, vel 1, p. 113, 159; Vel. 2,
p. 137, 187, 359
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- ngainst the sscthered indignation of m pecple who are campelled by

their present unfortunate situsticn, to sup;

t silently, a great

deal from their of ficisls. But when his duty brings him in comtact

ik enemy, he is a8 gemtle as a lasb,":
Gongross 1ittle to imspire the conridence or the pec=
1s or the fall of Vicksburg, its debates mad spesches wers com-

couse of the o%, the mumber of paunds of pork aml

tend of making plans to prevent sich a

nd was

a stase of siege

discussioms comcerned the questions ol

susher of newsp

Iv failed to got the
Iy was 89 sure of

worthless paper

ized,

never =

Confedorats notes.
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in 186

for $30

Ever;

1ce there was g

stuffs and sxorbitant prices, Cengress would authorize th

Departasnt to keavily increase the money in cire

tiem,

tempt %o improve conditions was geing from bed to worse, spocu=

1 A syste= of barter

lation and mest ruthless extortion resulte

was imstituted witk 1ittle success, Fieally the Tres

ry Departm ot

st of the old currency. The new no

o8 wore less

the emd of

he old by 33-1/3%.

valua

back® of the Gonfederscy had depreciated 1,000 for cne

By aidieg the Treasury Department, the sizizers o

mond were practically reduced to panic. 7 1, the City

y $50,000. In order te do this an

Coungil lomned the Confeders

nae, the city nted notes, nll ssaller

propriate money for cluy def

than §5.00, Thess notes were called “shin plasters.” The courts de-

clared the issus illegal. Bince the clelzens, banks and business

usod tue nutes fresly, a condition of near-panic prevailed.

Case aftor case was brought before the courts, banks refused to ac-

cept the "shin plasters.” Fimally the matter was brought befars the

Legialature which passsd & bill makieg "shin plasters” legal teniar.

-

20. Last Duys of the Southern Gonfederney, New York Herald, Varch
13, 1891

21. Futpun, Sallie A. Rickmond Durisg the War, p. 202

. Delaom, T. C. Four Years iz Rebel Capitals, chapt. VI
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Another reason for the deflation of the currency was that
the blockade rummers demnded gold im payment.2 This caused o con-
stant flow of gold from the South, The government's failure to cone
trol blockade running was ancther source o grievanse. By the time
it realized thai it must make an nttempt to take control, it was too
1ste, Two large blockading companies kad formed, 24 and theugh they
agresd to go in partnership wiih the goverrmonmt, they always con-
tinued their own policles, regardless of restrictions placed upen
them,

The Commissary snd Tramsportation Departa nwis wers the

worss managed of sll, Commissary Ceneral Worthrop was the most

villified mn in the Confederacy. He was "celebrated as =much for
his want of judgecent as for his contempt for sdvice , . . "25  Woat
#podled® in the Commissary depots in the city for want of proper
pusking. Urain and beef rovied in the swmer min on varicus station
plauforss throughout the South, The cizizens ard armies in Virginia
starved. The Commissary Departmeny reported that it had supplies
tut gould not get transportatiom, yet every citizem knew that when-

sver o blockade runner slipped imto the perts of Charleston or Wil-

23. Dadly Disesteh, August 3, 1863
24. Deleon, T. G. ¥our Years in Rebel Capitals, p. 280

25, Putnan, Sallie A, Rickmend During the War, p. 352

26. Dadly Digatoh, Augast 27, 1862

- el
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mington, part of their cargo wes om sale ir Richmoed suction hauses

pin record Time. 27

The Ordinance Department received less criticiss than mny

governmental departoent. It had boen well orgamized by Uajer Dorges.
Iis efforts wers seconded by the wholo-hearted support of the Tredegar
Works whick wers tonsidersd so important that its ssployess, white
am black, received soms i the privileges of governmemt officials.
One negro worker was riding om the train. The comductor desnnded
his fare, TheMagro replied tiat he did nov have to pay ms hé rods
on n pass. When nsked if he worked for the goverzmant,bs relled kis
eyes, with an axpression of disgust and replied with disgust, "No -
ssh! Far tuther consarn!®Zd

As losg as the war lasved the Tredegar Works supplied heavy
guns, and brought old style muskets up te date. The "Brook gua” -

a seven imck rifle - was cost, tested and perfecied, Flates for iroe-

cluds and heavy ordnamce fer forts, shell, skot, and torpedoes were
made. WMen worked might and day te complete as such work as their
capnoities would allow. In spite of tho fact that comscription Teok
most of the skillsd mecharics, compelling the use o1 slave laber,
the Troedegar Works centinued througheut the war to supply the army
with most mecessary ordmence,

I

| 27, Deleen, T. U Four Years im Robel Capitals, p. 2851

28, DeLaon, T. G. Four Years in Rebel Capitals, p. 92
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The declaration of martial law in Richmend caused much

dissatisfaction. Gemeral Winder of Maryland was put in cessand in

the eiiy and ho was responsible for his acts cmly to Fresidemt
Davis, There was no doubt that mriinl law or some other type of
law enforcement wns needed, The soldisrs from the camps wers being
demoralized by the long spell of inactivity following the first
Battle at Masassss. Stragglers were pouring inmto the sity, going
and goming as they wished, Among them, Northern spics bad besn sp-
prehended. The euty officisls could not gontrol thess sonditions.

Martisl law, for the city amd a ten mils radius, suspended
all eivil jurisdicticn sxcept that of the mayor of the eity; fortade
all distillation o: spiritous liguors {all sales snd girts of it)
and elossd all salooms ana disuilleries.Z¥ ALl who broke the law,
were subjected o court sartial med uhe punishment of eme momth of
bard labor,

One of the first reactions to the prohibition law was the
forsatieon, by a fow citizens, of the "Free and Easy Socaety.” At
their first mesting, they demcunced she luw, They appointed a com=
=ittes to wait on the Presidemt for a modification of the law that

was & dofinite deprivation oi a mn's rights. A commities was sp-

pointed to vasii the hospitals to ses if fewer wers there ns "sota"
+than bafore, te prove whether or mut whiskey was tmrmful, Another

——eee e

29, Dadly Dispazch, Marck 4, 1862

|
|
i
i
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delogation was to visit Genernl Winder and msk if che law was made
for gentlemen, or cnly vagabonds.30

Everyone kad to get Genmernl Winder's permission, in ibe
form of m passpert, in order to leave the city, or to emer it, =
in the case of market ses. For mbout tem days the markets were

ey, a8 pa

s bad not been supplied, asd men dia mes Erang their
wares imto ihe mty for fear of beang imprisoned by the squads of
patroling roreigners (as Winder's police from Baltizmers and peimts
nern were designaved).

Gensral Winder brought nis cwn deteetives with him to the
eity. They wers so much hated that the citizens dubbed Them whe
"Plug Uglies." The citizens believed unat whese men wors in uhe pay
of the federal governmemt, as in many cases it wns proved. Teay com=
trolled the passport office. Any one cf oeir "friends” could get
passss to Marylapa wnd the North, but 4% was very difrisilt zer a
satizen to get cne to go out of the city for a few days to visit and
marse the wounded er for relazatien. Accusations againet vhe "Plug
Uglies” fimally became so gemeral, and s¢ many detociives had Desn
proved guilty of fraud, tribery and illegal passports that they were

dissisged im Ogtober 1862, J. B. Jones cosmented in ks diasys

"yeusial Tinder's laie policesen bave fledue city, ihelr monstrous

erizes are n theme of universsl sxecratiom, Bus I reported thes many

|
|

S

30, Dadly Pispateh, March 21, 1862 (This was probably s satiriesl
commont by thesditor cn the general feeling of the citizens,)




(Title 17, United States overns the making of photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Us

-“Fomcupy or reproduction is not to be “used for any purpose other than privae study,
\ photocopy or reproduction for purposes i excess of “fair use,” that user may be liable for copyright mmngemem

E

menths ngo, and General Winder was cognizanmt of their forgeries,
carrespondsnce wiih the enssy, etc. The Secretary of War and the
President, hizself, were informed of them, but it was thought to
be u ‘small matter,'™3l Gemsral Winder sllowed thes to return
later.

The questioneaire on the new passport was very ssbarrass-
ing to the ladies g it ssked for personal sppesrsnce and age, But
+the Digpatch reported thav "Major Griswold witk his wsusl gallestry,
bas discontinued mick questicome of the ledies, "33

The conseription law brosght viclest oppesitiom from the
eitizens who wers staunck defenders of persomal and state’s rights.
The Nhlg drew sttention to the nusber of wble-bedied men of wealth
in the ¢ity who bad besn declared “indispenssble atv heme."35 The

citizens objected to the methods that werse wsed, J Jomes moted

in his diary, "The "dog catchers,’ as the guards are ealled, are
out again, arresting able-bodied men {and seostizes others) in the
strests, and leckirg them up until they can be sent to the fromt,

There

be extraordinary danger smticipated by the authorities
to induce a resort to mo extrese a measurs,"34 These officers

i 31, Jonss, §. B. A Rebel War Clerk's Pdary, V.l, p. 179

32. Daily Digpatch, August 29, 1863

33, Richmeosd Whig, April 5, 1664

34, Jomes, J. B. A Rebel Tar Clerk's Diary, V. 2, p. 37
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entered the theatre ard earried a mumber of metors to Cemp Les.
However, they secn roturnsd - whetber paroled or exsapied was
unknown, From street gosslp it was said that Davis bed declared
notors exempt as they provided n benefisial recreation to theusands
of soldiers who yearly passed through the eity,?5

The impresssert of horses and floury the law against sub-
stitutes; the sale of tobacco to the Nerth; amd the lendemey to

spies, ndded te the di with the end o great

digtrust of it, Mrs. Putnan copled an articlo from the city mews=
paper that told very clearly how the citizens felt about the situa-

¥ Guide."

tion, The article was emitled "Stranger:

"1, The large musber of houses on Main and
subier streets which kave musbors painted in large gilt
figures over the doors and illumimated . night,are
Faro Banks. The fact is mot kmown to the public.

2, The very large mmber of flashily-dressed
young men, with villiancus faces, who hang sround the
strest corners in the day time, sre not gamblers, gar-
rotters and plugs, but young men stedying for the sdnis-
try, mmd therefors exespt frem military duty. The fact
is mot known to General Wimder.

3, The very large musber of able-bodied, red-
faced, beefy, brawny individunls, wke are engsged in
mixing very bad liguors in the very large musber of bar
rocms in the city, are not, as they appear to be, able
to do military duty, They are consusptive individusls
from ke other side of the Potemac, who are recosmended
by the Surgecn-Gemersl to keop in choorful compary, aed
taks gentle sxorcise. For this reascn only, they bave
gone into the liguer buslne

— e

35, Richmond Whig, April 5, 1864
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4, The very large mmber of men whe frequent
the very large musber of bar-rooms in the city, and pay
from ome to two dollars for drinks of very bad liguer,
ars mot men of very large fortunes, it cat-of-deor
patients of the hespitals sho are allowed so such a day
for stizulant belong to that very cosson
class who live mobody knews hew. MNeme of thes ere
government clerke on ssall salaries with large beards
to puy. This fact is mot known to the heads of depart=
mants.

5. The people of Rickmend have little or nothe
ing to do with tke goverssent of the eity. Early in the
war it was, for some reason, handed over to Maryland
refugees, whe wers ot theught fit for the army.
Strangers, stabbed, robbed, garrotted or drugged in Rick-
mord, will not charge these little accidents %o the pes
ple, but to the city of Baltimore."2%

-

36. Putnan, Jallis A. Rickmond During the Tar, p. 255
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Chapter IV,

sasy to defond, The river ws mavigable

wor alf of the river fromt epen to mi=

to the Talls leaving ok

tack. The oiher vhres sides wers not eusily defended, The Testhas

Road mnd Thres Notch (Chopt) led inue ke clty frem whe wont.

On the morth wers the old Vountain Aoad, Erock Road amd vhe Uschanice=
ville Turnpike, The Tilliassbturg and Darby Town roads gave access
from the east.

Just after the city became the capital, the newspapers be=

gan o campaign to awaken ihe citizens to the meed of breasiworks and

it=

batteries. They met with 1iztle success i first. The mews or

ing st Bethel and Bull Run awnkened the eity to a certain extent. The
Council thon made an npprepristion sad hired legro slaves 1o wtars
work on a line of batteries snd breastworks around Lbe e3ty. Hews o1
foderal imvasioms in the norinern part of ine state finally made the

eivy "defenss consolous.”  Priseners in the penitentiary wre put 1o

work, snd Ires Hegross wers impressed into service.

in spive of the law requiring toas ube Hegross bave & pass
to move from ome leeality te another, Richmond bad begome crewled with
them. Trey congregated on The cOFnErs, Jowtled the whites or eaused

them to walk im the strests, The amount of thefts kad incressed, and

q punistment by the Nayor's Court {isshes = usually 39) sesmirgly bad
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oo effect. Finally the Council proclaimed that sny free Negro whe

bed not paid his taxes would be ispressed for work on the prepars-

tioms for defense. The law was vory effective. The Negro “menace”
was removed from the stresus, amd the work on batterfes and sartk-
works wns speeded up.

The bell in the Capitol Square tower was designated as an
alars, te be rung mt the slightest sign of danger, s migmal for the
local defonse companies to report to staticns imedintely.l Guards
wero placed on duty st the tewsr, day and might,

The factories, benks, and stores organized battalions.

The Trsdegar Works had tkres, the "Home Ouards,” "Home Artillery,”
and "Meunted Ramgers,”

In Uny all the security that kad been falt by the city,
after the federsl route st Bull Run, was lost. Rumor, scon verifisd,
resched the oity of the approach of the smesy by both the peniesulas,
and by gunboats on the river. News of the silencing of the taiteries
at Day's Nack snd Hardy's Bluff (tke outer river fortificaticns)
£illed the city with panie, The destructiem of the Merrimac? deep-

smed the fesling of hopelesmess and despair. The people of Rich-

—

1. This bell bmd always besn a fecter in Richmend lire. It struck
tho houry called the Leglolature; ami suzmored the fire department,

2. When
wned Virginin. The city had rejoiced over its succsss in Mumpton
Roads. Church secieties kad collocted $1,500 to build more irem-
elads for eity defense.

Yerrisns had been made an irenclad, it kad beem rechrist=




mord bad o phobis of gunbosts, believicg thmt mothing could stop
them but the Merpigse and now that had been destreysd by the Com=

fedorat

to prevent its capture. Only the batteries on Dresry's
Bluff were between the city and disaster.

The Gonfederate Cangr

did little to inspire confidence.
Reperta of the debates were long and unisportamt im the fece of an
emergoncy. When it sdjourncd all the records and papers of tke
warious departments bad been packed im boxes ready to be shipped frem
the city. Rusor that the clty was to bo evacunted spread. The fact

of tke packed records gave it credemce, UMany citd

ms left to refuges
in quiet ssctiens of the state, Nerth Carclims and Georgia.

The legislature aml the Couneil of Rickmend waited on the
Prosident and told him thau they would stard =ny less of life and
property befors givang in to the enssy.

Fropident Davis and Oovernor Letcher addressed the people.
They declared thas the city vas not to be evacunted, and both Confed-
srate pnd stats troops would defend the city ms long as thers was a
mon left. Hickmond sesmed to gather mew courage snd pinned its faith
on the batteries at Drewry's Hluff.

Reverberatien of cannon fros dewn the river asmounced that

the enemy kad arrived, The clty heped the firing would cease but

fearsd that silonce might mean federal victory. The batteris "

could mot pass. Leming four guebeats and a

successful, The Yank
fety nenr Festovar.

moniter they crept down the river to greater
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The siege by river was over, but danger by land threatensd.
HoClellan's troops wore within twelve miles of the city amd “digging
in." Only the troops of Jchmson mnd Les separwted them frem the city.
Yews that Gonersl Memds wns planning to join MeClellar did net make
the city feel sasier. Battle wes imminent. Troop baggage was sent
to the rear. Hespitals wore made ready to receive patiesmts. The
goverrment lent its wagoms to scour the city for the ice? that would
slleviste go much suffering and denden the pain of smputations. ALl
sobaceo wnn stored in ome locality im order tint i sight be easily
dostroyed if the city fell.

Vayer Mayo called s sass mesting at the request o1 the giti-
sons who felt that grester defonse was necessary. Several rescluticss
were passed, such as: to declars the city in danger; to form a Home
Guard of all men im the city over eightesn; sed to suspend business at
4wslve noon for thirty days so the militis sight drill in the aftor=
poons. It was unmecessary for the city te follow thas plan as the

gevernor in m proclamation ealled for the Second Class Kilitis of all

avsr forty=five anl betwesn siztesn md sightesn yesrs old, Businsss

was to be clesed at two P. U. Drill was ealled at threa Fo M. daily.
The ciiigens saw the use of bullsoms in war. The federsls
had seversl apd sent them up for cbaervation purpeses. The Confeder-

ates wasted much amsurition trying to destrey them. The federsls would

—_—

3. Ies was very scarce, The winmter had been ueasually wars and wet.
Vory fow private ice bouses kad beon filled,
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Lleave them up until the range of the Seutherner's guns was closs,
then they would haul them down, omly to send up cteors inm differ-
ent localities.d

¥For thres days there was an ocmndcus gquist without uhe city.

Ri waited with on ard the “calznsss of despair.”

Pusiness, visitirg, rolling bendsges, drilling, snd thestre going
weet on ps usual, On the 3lst, the thunder o canmom nesified vhe
people that the nvaited battle lad cose,

"1l night greaning columes of tremsports relled threugh
the strests wish the wounded,"S The hospitals® were filled, The morn=
ing papers carried requests for cooked provisicns, bamdages, lint,
eoffes, and ten. ks the musber of wourded swelled, private homes were
preseed imto service.

The citizens were so busy that thers was little tizme for re-
Joicing cver the success of the Confederates and LoClellan's withdraw-

sl to the Chi Eiver, wratiri ion was #xp when obe

president put R, E, Lee nt tbe besd of The areaes of Basters Virginia
and Merth Carolina.”

4, At Lk beginning of uhe war, Professer Janes C. Pastersou had offered
o construct ballocms for the use of vhe Conzederate States of Americs
put was roiused, After seeimg ibs federnl success, sue Comisderate
States o America gave an order to Frofesscr Faiterses.

5. Thomnsom, Jokn W., Jr. Jeb Stuart, p. 18

o city bad ihirty-two st this tize, The largest on Chimboraza
Hoights weuld nccossodnie seversl thousmnd,

7, Johmson wns wourded in the Bsttle of Seven Pines. Lee replaced him.
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Only n fow skirmimoes broke the quiot that surroundsd vhe
city. Les wns very anxlous to know the strangth of the smemy and the
topography of the vieimity im order %o make plans for battle.] Oen-
erel J. E. B, Stusrt, in attespting ts diseover this, made his fascus
eirouit of the enemy limes mround Richmord. Stusrt was already ome
of the most popular efficers of those who had encasped around the city.
The suceess of his ride embamced kis popularity a lundred fold, He
not suly brought Lee the mecessary information, but also 107 prisoe=
ers, 300 horses amd sules, mnd & millien dollars worth of the sorely
resded rations.? Only oee soldier was lost,i0

Uors preparations were sade for defemse. The state called
for BOOO for the militia. (This was a call for volunteor service
rother than o draft, In the early days of the war, comsoription was
demmed unnecessary as any Seuthermer would do “the right thing.”)

The citizens were vory slow in enlisting, but the men fros the counties
made up & large proportion of the quota, The Confedarnte States of
America Havy Yard formed s tattelion. A1l bridges mcross the Jazes

wore clesaly guarded. HNe one was allowed to cross after ten F. M.

8. The citizens found azple grounds to criticise the imadequacy of the
Gonfederate government as no maps hed been made or the visinity of
the ity nnd the mrmy leaders wers often at & loss ms to procedure.

9. State of siege had cut the eity's mrket supplie
10, Latans was killed just north west of the oity. The circusstanzes

of his burisl wers sich ms to make him forever famous, The litho-
graph of the Burisl of Latans graces many heses.




Richmond was calmer when the fighting started near Mechan-
icaville than during the Battle of Seven Fines. It had had ats first
baptiss of war, Ambulance aftor ambulanes passed through the elty,
The President snd memy citizens had watched the battle from the mur—
rourding hills - interssted spectaters, "The balloons of the anamy
bovering over the batilefield could be distinctly seen froc the out-
skirts of the city, the susketry as distamctly heard. ALl were anxious,
tat mome alarmed for the safety of the city. From the firing of the
first gun until the close of the battle, every spet faverable for ob-
servation was crowded. The tops of the Exchange, the Bnllard House,
the Capitol mnd almost every tall kouse were covered with Human
beangs, Ll That night the ecemanding hills from the mew Al=a House

to the Fresidenmt's were covered with "men, women, and children wit-

neasing the grand display of fireworks - beautiful yet swful.”l

Even when the crowd dispersed, it semsed tramquil, as if they bad
wntched something izpersonal.ll

During the next morning and days %o fellow, war was any-
thirg butimperscral.® The hospitals were full, FPrivate homs bad
eany wounded, The musber of nurses was inadequate. The wemen were
enlled to assist, in giving water, keoping off flies, sto., caly to
find that oy wers soon pressed imto the service of ‘tandnging, cleans=

ing wounda, snd even assisting the margecns with azputaticrs. The

SR e
11, Netuire, Mrs. Judith W. Diary of a Southern Refuges, p. 123-124
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Burials of those who died in heapitals wns performed
quickly - im such kaste that many citizems feared some of the sol-
diers were bturied mlive, There wns no time at first te bury those
who had died on the field or om the way to the bospital. The Dig-
patch carried am itom for four days requesting that somecns imter
the bedy of a federal soldier tiat was lying on the statien plast-
form of the Virginia Central Railresd.

So many priscners were faken that there was no placo to
hold them. The soluticon was found in sending them to Belle Isle
which was squipped with ome large shed and a rew temts inio which
they could erowd whem it roined. Hesdloss to say, there were not
snough blamkets in the ey te supply the priscmers.

The battles of Headows' Eridge, Oaines' Will, Frazier's
Fars and st last Malvern Fill followsd in quick sucesssiom. After
Enlvern HI1l the fedoral troops witbdrew teward Westever. General
Les's report said thaty "The siege of Riclmoed was raised. The ob=

Joet of the campaign which had been prosecuted after months of pre=

paration, at snormous sxpendiiure of mon and momay, completely frus-

trated,"13 . Judith MeOuire's diary recordss *Aictmend is disen-
thralled ard the gnly YTenkees there are in Libky sed other prisons.
MeClellan snd his ‘*Orand Army' are en the Juzes River near 'Festower'

-
13. Stamard, Mary Newton, Richmond, its Paople amd ita Srery, p. 151
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onjoying mosquitoss and bilious fever.=l4

Richmond tock time from sdairistration to the wounded te
rejolce over the Confederate victories. Colors were presented to
distirguished regisents. Military bmds blared "Dixzie™ and the
*Bonnie Slue Flag." The scldiors of Jeckson, Longetreet, Mill,
Ungruder, and the troopers of Stunrt swaggered through the stresta,
proued of their weatbered uniforss.

Wewspaper anl mmgazine jokes reflected the spirit of the
time., The Rickmend Expginsr described Stuart and his ride as "'a
edroudt rider condusting n series of missicmary sestisgs’ and repert-
ing kis success to 'Eishop' Rebert E, Lee, ‘Even their wagons were
converted and purified by fire, Some of them consurnined to come ang
sbide with us, bringing wiih thes their cattle,’

A writer of the Richmond Whig jocularly deacribes Jackson
a8 o man dangerous to the pence of society, and issues a meck procls-
mation signed 'Jofferson Davis' offering $1,000 reward 'if the afore-
said Jackson is taken in Waskington, $5,000 if taken in Fhiladelphis,

and $20,000 4f taken in Portland, Nains,'"15

14, UcGuire, rs. Juaith, Diary of a Southern Refuges, During the
War, p. 127

15, Stanard, ¥ary Newton. Bishmond, its People and its Svery, p. 195
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Chapter V.
Campe, Military Prigons, armd Hospitals.

Gines Rickmond wns the railroad tersinal for the south and
wost, it was maturally the remdervous for mll treops frem every sec-
tion of the Confederncy. Troops were statiened in camps around the
oity and sometizes factories wers used as cazmps in smergencies.

The four largest casps were Chizberszo; Cmmp Les, the old

fairgrounds;l the new fairgrounds;? and Hownrd's Grove on the Nechan-

icoville Pike, Othors were the Baptist College, Cazp Letcher, and
Cemp Scherserhoras.

Cazp Lee was the most important, Here the sen were prepered
4o go to the battle field after extensive drills under Virginia kili-
tary Institute officers, Executioms, ordered by the Ceurt Martlal,
were carried out on the camp grounds.

The arsy was somposed of ell classes, from the Bighest born
and richest, to the kbumblost and peorest, from grandaires to teens.
Of all the soldisrs, the Hew Crlesns Zouaves ard vhe Virginia PESEES

tary Institute cadets cade the groatest impression on the citizene.

1. The old fairground is todsy Memres Park,
2, Often called she Hersitage Fairgrounds,

3. Uost of the students bad formed s cozpany in the Home On:nlu.
They called thessclves "The Richmond College Wieute Mem.

(Daily Dippstch, April 29, 1861.)
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The Zounves wers the most pleturesgue with their red
trousers snd blue esbroidersd costs and ferres, They wers the most
urruly sed undiseiplined of all the soldiors. It wes sadd tihat they
bad been recruited from jadls and had beem given the cheice of fight-
ing or confinement. “Where ever a Zouave was sesn sosethirg was sure
to be siseed S Amosg otler sisdemeamers, they entersd restaurants,
ate end drank, =nd them ordered the proprictor to charge it to the
government, The doors of private homes were kept locked, am the

strictest wetch was directed upon the Zousves as lorg ms they tor-
mented Richmond with their pressmce,"d

In kny 1864, the Virgimis Uilizary Institwte cadets were
essigned duty under Brig, Gem, Custis Lee, The city gave thes suite

an owmtion on their arrival, They paraded in tre Capitol Squars,

*their proud banner rest by the bullots of Bloody New Market,"S They

were recelved by the Presidest. Ooverner Smith welccoed them in an
addr from the Goversor's Menslon, The Secretary or Tar gave thes
new clowhing,

The troops drilled twice a day, and did geard duty, B. W
Jones found "broosm dey"f the most arducus of sll emp duties. Full-
dress parsde was held in the late altermconm, Before the novelty of
silitary cazps mear the city bad waned, samy citisens visited the

4. Putean, Mrs. Sallie A, Rictmond Daring the ¥ar, p. 36

. Huig, ¥y 25, 1864
6, Jomos, B. W. Under Stars and Bars (s letier from Casp Letoher,
uay 2v, 1863, p. 115)
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parade grourds dafly. Camp Lee hmd ube mppomramce of a plenic
rather than a bivousc.”

Theatricals and balls were given by the soldiers, Sing-
irg was ons of their most erjeyed recreatimms, "Asnie Laurie,” the
"Bornie Blue Flag," "Dixie,” "Ny Maryland,” "Stonewsll Jackson's
Way," and "Sweet Evelina" were among the faverites. As permits to
go imto the ity ware sasily obtained, the ssldiers participated in
the clty's 1ife, visiting, goirg to the theatrs, and sttending
church services.

Feligion played a large part in the life of the soldiers.
Im the fall of 1863, n great revival tock place in the city and
throughout the wrmy.® B. W. Joues described it ms m great "out-
pouring of the Spirit upen our poople everyshers, . . . Smong wesen

ard eiildren and aged men and in all divisions of the mrmy."?

The eity churches wolcosed the seldiers, mad sent workers

40 the cemps. Their publishing houmes wers kept busy primting trasts
and gormons for distritution, Reversnd Moses D, Hoge was sent to

London to selicat m domatian of Biblesl® for the soldiers. Fe re-

Delecm, T. C. Four Years in Rebel Capitals, p. 95

Revival swept through the 3euth.

Jones, B. W, Under Stars and Bars, p. 129-130

Publication of Bikles, tracts, otc, hnd been dome in the North,

In June 1861, the Baptists of the alty started publishing them
The

f wr
ns did other g L P
the supply from ever squnlling the demand.
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¢eived from the British 10,000 Bitles, 50,000 Testaments, and
250,000 Gospols and Feslzs.ll

The eity Y. W, €. k. did such rer the eomfort of the
scldiers, He wns glven the use of 4t library of 2,500 voluzesl®
and newspaperas from every section of the Confederacy [as leng as
they could be cbtmined). Its Army Committes Asmoeistion comtribe -
wted for the relisf of the soldiers in the bospitals and camps by

sending tracts, and doing oy vasiting.

The Soms of Temperance cenducted mestings inm the churches
near the camps, and tried "to enlist the mid of seldiers in their
own behalf."l3  Their saccess was meager as war made the odds against
tesperance too great.

Many of the soldiers were of the same type =3 the New Or-
lesns Zouaves, They caused much disorder im the caty, Maay drunken
scldisrs wers on the strects and in the tar rocms. Their quarrels
and arguments often led to the use of wenpons. Some regarded thedr
uniforms as protection from the civil suthority they sentimuslly
abused, Othors acoepted bribes. (The pay for the primtes was never

more shan $11 to $12 s month, regardless of the fluctuatice of the

11. Christism, W. Astury. Richsond, Her Past and Present, p. 233

12, The Daily Dispasch, Yebruary B, 1862
13, Tue Dnuly Dispatch, Novesber 4, 1861
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| currency. The oificers received from $60 to $100 with the privi-
lege to buy nx cost from the governzent.ld) Desertions from the

1

qEnd caEps were mumercus. Every day the newspapers carried
advertissmmtis for the returs of deservers. Rewards from 330 and
up For ThOAT return wero offered by the captains of the regiments.
Castle Thusder was overrun with deserters, In the last raids sgairst
the city they were taken to the nttlefields und compelled to fignt.
Punighments for misdemensors, imposed by the court martinl,
waried from having their beards shavedl? and drumsed out o1 emmp, to
stripes, and to banging, Stripes, which was usually a punishment for

slaves, was later forbidden by a law signed by Fresident Davis.

|

Except for a fow months, the camps were filled w0 capacity,

as was the eity. This cremted m probles, ms troops often were in

Richmord over a short period whem vhey wers buing moved frem one

locality to snother, or on their ways to and from leaves of abaence.

4 P

There was mo place in the city whers they could stay over-might um-
less they roamed the streets or slept on vhe statim platferas or

sidewalks. Fisally s "Soldisrs’ Home™ was establisbed, It was mere

™
14. The Dagdy Dlapargh, rebruary 37, 1863 carries am ariicle oa u
urrairness of the salariess! privates and oriicers, In 1863, the
momtkly pay was equivalent to rirsy-five cemts in coin,
. Delecn, rour Years in Rebel Capitals, p. 233 says that
pay rose to tweniy three dollars, but its valus wns sill ZaTep-

) five cemss,

I L ldiers o TO6 city
- 5. The Duily Dispaeh,April 28, 1863. Two 2al
i - DI:tnlla!! were X’i;:ﬂ guilry of teking & 410 bribe. Thelr beards
weres shaven snd they were drummed cut of service.
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like n prison than o heme but it et least furnisled ghelter snd foed
of ome type or mmother.

B. W. Jones describes the "Homs®™ in n letter to his family
in Surry., He hed come imte the city from Camp Scherserkorne witheut
= pass (as many scldiers did). He was stopped by the city's patrol
and baving no permit was taken to the "Soldisrs’ Home® to give satis-
factory reason for his being in the city and to remain there over

night (which be did mot as escape was sasy md be had %o be back in

camp in time for roll call). K drum sounded the call for dimmer. The

“guests® formed n line and roll was called "and them a tray of light
bread, ¢ut into half=lceves, each loaf slresdy small emough, was passed

wlé

oLLE

dewn the line. Ench man took m piece. Teat was the enly course;

*s vory light dimmer, even for the times."1€

Milisery prisorsl” in the clty were hapkasard at best. They
came into exisvemés witheut eny definite plam to meet the ssergemcies

of war, Thers was no Comsissary Gemernl of Prisomers until the last

prisons in the elty were the City Juil,

months of the war. The onl
ipadequate for the care of those izprisonsd by the edvil sutherities,

rico Court Houss Jail, The State Penitemtiary was mear the

and the

northern boundary of the city.

After tho battles of Betbel and Bull Rum, thoussnds of

1
b 16, Jonss, B. W. Under Stars ami Burs, p. 157,158

17, Hosseltine, William Peck, Oivil Tar Frisms
l L
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prisoners wors sest into Richmend. Warehouses on Cary, 1Tth and
leéth Streets, wore pressed intc service. Libhy Frisee and Bells
Isle were the most fmmous mnd important. The otber lerge prisoms
wers Castles Thunder, Lightning, snd Godwin.

Libby Prison, cocupyirg am ensire city blosk, was a four
story warshouse with four rooms mnd m privy on each floer. Small
stoves, inadequate to heat the barnlike rocms, were imstalled for
the primners to use for hest and cooking. The Nerthern officers
were always confined in Libby with ctber prisseers. The prismers
takon after the Battle of Seven Pines and Seven Days Battles made

ek would bold 4,000

it necessary to use a mill closs to Litby
soldiers.

Though several thousand prisorers wers sent south, mere

prisce space wes nesded, The citizens wers alarmed st thke mumber

I in the city and fesred they would mutiny, sided by the parcled Nertk~
arn troops im the eity. Fisally, they decided to use Bslle Isle as

i » prison. Mot only would it tske the Ynkees out of the eity, but
14 island fastness would keep the mmber of guards down to & =imi-
cus. The islet was squipped with a few large tental® inte which the
prisomers could find crowded shelter frem the slemonts, On elear
eights they slept cutside on the ground, The mmbter of tlmkets
never equalled the mmber of prischers, The suifering was great asd

- Sy~ Y~ =

sd to replace the tents by meds
The Daily Dispatch,

The Confederats goverzment Rl
18, T saffisisnt lusber could be procared.

Jenuary 17, 1863,




b i it (Title 17, United State: the making of ies or other reprodu copyrighted material. Under
in condit ified i i 1o fumish a photocopy or ofher reproductions. One of i i

mpliolocoy fon s no
Photocopy or reproduction for purposes in excess of fair use,” that user may be liable for copyright infringement.

Page 53

the sertality reve, sceording te the Northerne

very high,

Prissners swaiting t

irregular exchange were keld om the island,

at

=o3 thare wers as many as 5,000,

The first year of the war fousd many more Nertherners im

Southern priscms than there were Southerners confinsd in the North.

The Waskington goverrment was very anxious to set up some system of

exckarge in spite of the fect that by dodng this, they would be in

& tochnical sense recognizing the Confedernve States na u separnte

cuntry. Finslly a systes of exchange was instituted.

Fichzond was a depot for holding p for exch

STETT

nge

grosment.l? At the expirs-

duricg the t

duy pericd mscording to

tion of this time e taken down the river te City

risonor

w relessed Confederntes were brought back. Exchange

was never regular becauss the twe governments were scntimuslly at
¥ odds, esch sids accusing the other of mot living up to the sgrees-

and because of the fact that the South considered the Hegro

he South wns hold-

et to exchange. Also,

and not s

roporty

1cers and threatened to ksng them in retalintien for the

axscution of two sowthern officers in Kentucky. Often steamer

Sghultze would take its queta to City Peinmt, only to returs with thke

saEs cargo.

This memt tim. sany fedsral officers mnd privates were de=

. 18, l)‘ru\[ the ten duy period, met at Oity Fednt
s of exchange.

.

1

3
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regult of tids the
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