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limite of the Constitution; I imagine the peoples of :his State
/ will submit o i, so Breat is their regard for law but, 1T it

be sdjudged on She contrary to be in violatlon of that inatrament
and rovolutionary in isself, 1t will bo resisted.” Ho earnsetly
adviged the Fresident that should 1% become a law he, Fresident
Davie would "bo ohary of exerslsing she powers” with which it
would invest him, wcud suggested thet for o while, at lesst, he
wuld simply try "holding this power over the headas of the discon-
Gented men" for the "moral effeot” it would produge. He revealsd
the faob that there was a dsngerous movement Ln North Caroline

for o oonventlon and that there wero good comservative oltizens

at work against L%, He, himaelf, he said, "expeoted to take the
fleld 49 soom an the proprieties of my position will allow ma,

snd shall exert every effort to restrain the revolutionary tendenay
of public opinlon.” EHs believed that the revolutlonary tendenoy
would be cheoked Lf "olvil law remains intact and people are left

=" uptoushed by the arm of =ilitary vielezmee,” baut, he feared, "to
trust the iseue now %o these potent weapona in the hands of such
men se will wield them next susmer,"” He expresced the belief
that the loyalty of North Caroline had been suspected by the
Goverzment (the President in pertioular) "becsuse of the reluo=
tange with which they gave up the old Union." e felt that this
"wus olearly shown by the exolusion of the anti-secesslonista
from all the more important offices of She Government - aven from

those promotions in the Army walch many of them had won with
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shatr 1100 "8 R inatated that thore wers no people on earth
more "amensble to reason and regardful of thelr plighted honer®
than the people of North Carolina, but thag they =ust be roled
by resson and not by foree, Ho wrote oll this, he said, becauss
he folt 1% wan hin duty "to warn the Gonfedorate Govermment thut
it was doing a dangerous thing to suspend the writ" in his l:ato.‘o
fresilent Davia's reply to Governor Vanae was very tnotful, bt
vory firm. Ho expressed rogret that Governor Vance had brought
oharges agulnet his offieisl conduct which gould not be sustained
by proof. Hs sasured the governor that arbltrary measures were
20% eomgenial to his nature, but that he folt he would be “dereliot
in hin duties” if he 414 not use them "when the rublic safety
demanded their employment,™ and he axpreased confidsnce in the
"support of the musm of good people of North Carolina” should
necesalty require the suspeneion of the writ. Mr, Davis em=
phatlonlly denled oharge that either he or t‘hn Confederate
Govornment had looked with eusplolon upon North Carolina and
angured Govermor Vanoe that, on $ho somirary, he did not hold
"ought but respeot snd sdeiration for the peopls of North Carolina
&nd her gallant soms who have on the battls fiolde of this war
won for her so gloriouns a name,” However he told the govermor

B9 Governor Vanoo went to Hichmond in Maroh, 1864, and
sugcesded in geiting the Prosldent to appoint some of
his friends as brigadiers. Jones Diaxy, ¥. &, p. 176

60s 0. Hep I, ¥s 61, pt. 2, ppe BLE-820
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in no uncertain terms that he 44 “suspest a imot of truitora who

have beon wnapiring at home Whlle the mugg of the atate's trae

Gn0 WeTe 8% thelr rosts of dusy in yne L — drag-
“he bresoh botween the State
and Confederate Sovermsmt which was disantr

“ne logielative and judleisl departmenca o2

ged on for mome time®® and widensd

W ..

ous to the ocsuee,

the stete government
and the press all c-ms to the Suppert of the governor, as if

to smooth the trombled waters, Sscretury Se..on urged Bragg "not
fo detaln eny in North Carelina in oustody sgalnet whome thers was
Bo valld cimse for arrest or detent 100, "5% bat thin alemency on
the part of the Confederste Sovernment fell on deaf ears, Hith-
out heeding nny conolliatory moves on the part of the Confedorate

Oovernment, Governor Vanoe contimued his oppeeition. He soon

prevalled upon the leglolature to doin ln opposing the law, and

khat body pasacd resolutions oondemning the mot. It olaimed that
the law viclated all toe prinoiples of 1iberty and freedom and
Shat "inatesd of a demooracy of froe and soverslgn staies, we have
satablished a moet powerful military despotlems™ To proteact its
People ngalnst any military reglme, the legislature finally

Faiteed o law moking 1% compulsery for the Judgea to Llssus the

¥rit of haboas eoryus.® Even before the leglalature took this

last etep, Judge Pearson qmestloned the "oonetitutionality of so

6ls Ibid, pp. 824-827

62, 1Ibid, pp. 830-833

68, 0, R., IV, ¥. 3, p. 268

64, oOweley, 3tate Hights in the Jonfederasy, p. 181
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moh of the habess corpus 80% 08 auwspends the writ in oases of
attempia 10 avold military servics by suing out the writ, w88 How
that the courts were sugported by the legislature of North Carolina,
congoripte, deserters, amd rineipsls of substitutes sought an
afylem under ite wings, and Judge Pearson relsassd them sll if

be oould find even & shadow of Oxouse for so doing. At this
point the Seoretary of War appealed €0 Governor Vance to help
remedy the evils growing out of the deolaions of the Courts of
Nerth Carelima. He pointed out Ehat, mocordimg %o Coneral Lee,
dssertions were more frequent among North Carolina troops than
dny others and thnt the cause was "ihe impression very genarally
prevalling, and, perhaps, by dealgning persons disseminated aming
the troops from your State, that, by the déolelon of your higheat

Judlolsl authorities, the eonsoript lew has been held unconstitu=
tlonal, and that they oams 't Juatly or legally bo detained in
Barvices, They think they have only to come within the Jurisdiotion
of your acurts %o be permsnently exonerated from the perils and
bardshipe of military 11fe."%6 Instead of giving the help which
Wil requested, Governor Vanos wrote Shu: the ldea that North
Ceroling diad; more deserters than any other Stute was born of
Folitioal prejudioe . . . and a too ready dleposition to belleve

#Til of the State," He exploined that "heavy penalties . . . are
Brmexed to the refusal of a Judge to grant the writ of habems

o prag s e sty e SR
Court of Nor! o refus nbeas oo
aftor the passage of the law, Ibid, p. &

86 04 Huy I, ¥ 51, Pte 2, Pe 714
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gorpue and = upright Judge must deliver the luw as ho sonceives
48,40 Be. whether 1y sheuld happen to.somport witn the concoived
notions of militury suthoritics or not, He emphatioally wesested
that-tHotead of “aiding in restralning or eontrolling that bramch
of She Government” $hat it wia hia firm determination to sustain
the Judlolnl suthorities of the land, mnd the rights snd rrivi=
leges of the olfizons to the utmosb of his power, s if to

ologe the matier and mettle onos and for all the rights of the
State, he pointed out that "no appeal lles from the Supreme

Court of & State to that of the Gonfederate states, and the

dsalaiona of the Supreme Court of North Garolins when formelly

rendered will be binding upon all parties, 57 me Buresu of
Consoription ordered lis enrolling officers to is.nun Juige

Bearson, This brought forth the threat from Fovernsr Vanoe "that

She result will be = direct and unavoidable collision of State
and Confedsrate muthorities,” Uo warned the Searetary of War
ket if the proocess of the court ig reslated, "I am forced by my
oakh of office to sumon the military power of the 3tate to en=
foreo 14,7% [n anewer to thie threat, Secretury Seddon wrote:
"It cunnot be prosumed that smy Judge will be guilty of the
Judistal usurpation of dioregarding an attempt to enfores the

writ but should such assumption be practiced . . . it would be

“he plain duty of the President to sce to the dus onforgesent of

67, Ibld, p. 716
88. 0, B., IV, Ve 3, Ds 176
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the laws snd the protection of Confederate officers soting 1
> ng in

wnlformlsy 0 thom *? thig £irg grang Baken by the Confederate
Government seems to have silanceq Governor Vance bessuse after
thEE Lhers 880ms to have been no Bharp sonflict in North Oarolina
Betwesn the Courts and the Confederate offiosps,?C

While the 99BRLTOYOrSY was being wagod between the State of
Borth Carolina and the Confederate Govermment, the Preoas of that
state wan doing all it could to oreate a spirit of dissention,
The list of those exempted through the courts arpearsd in the
press columns and ant-war propaganda seemed the order of the day.
4 native North Carolinien 9xpressed the belief that Holden in the
Beleigh Standard, by encouraging deserticn and every possibls
form of dieloyalty to the Confederaay, probably 4id as much am
Grant or Sherman to defest Southern independenas,’t

The most well-organized and far-reaching opposition to the
Suepeneion of the writ of habeas S0rpus game from Georgim. Yige-
President Stephens, who was perbaps the most disgruntled person
in the country because of his lack of powsr, had consistently
“pposed the scts of Congress and hed used hie personal snmity
Soward the President to creste politicsl strife throughout the
Confederacy, ug ospocially in Georgis. He violently oprosed

69. Ibid, p. 198

70. Benjamin H. Hill in a letter to Vide-Prosident Stephens
Suid that "I see Governor Vance has announced his detern-
ination to submit to the act.” ZToombas, Stephens, Cobb
Dorrespondence, p. 637

7l. Blacknall, "Why the South Loet,” Confedernte Yetezan,
Moroh, 1917, v. 26, p. 118

at the
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the suspenelion of the wris of hubeny %orpus in 1868, and used

this to point out evidences of aboolute mllitary despotism “aresp-

ing out from Rinhmnd."m Subsequent acty Pakued Ly Congresa
winge thet time convinmesd ninm that the Fresident'n "whole polioy
on the organization ama dinoipline of the Army ie perfeotly
consistent with the hypothesin that he 1a aining at absolute
power."®  Whils the 1aw FUSPARAing tho writ was pending, he
rlanned Yo ovarthrow the entire admindetration in order to pro-
koot the people's libersies, His brother Linton, und his Iriends,

Gemersl Toombo and Governop Brown, wers %o bao used to help him

and they had been in constapt correspondence about it, om February
1%, 1864, fovernor Eromm wrote to Stephens naking the Viae-
frosident to meet him at his brother Linton's "where we oan come

pars nokeo on the subjeot of whiah we have lately corresponded,”

He expectod to oall the leglelature together eorly in March and
Be was "anxious to lave the benefit of hie suggeetions” in his
Beasage $0 that body simee he wanted ko "aot with giution and
mm“.'" On February 20, 3tephens wrote Bromn that he would
~ moet him om the Thnreday following., dtephens confessed that he

tontenpluted "with horror the suepenslon o the habsas sorpus”

and felt that "every stats in the Confedorncy should denmounce and

72 Owsley, State Sighta in the Confedsragy, pp. 164, 105
73 0. By, IV, 7.3, pu 200
™. Zoombs, Stephens, Cobb Correspondense, p. 635
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condemn ¥he wloked agt," o Batmweon this time and the mesting

of the lezlelaturs on Maroh 10, all their plane were made, the
posoaged sll writsen, and the aid of Sepator Benjemin ., M11
solleited, The message whioh Brown delivered "mam full of
hatred of the ad=inistratlion apd hiatility to the entire Com-
federate policy, with partlonlar suphasls upon the military deg-
potism portonded by the late mot suspanding the writ of habeas

| nur:‘ua."“ When Senator Bill receirsd a oopy of the governor's
; mesmage, he wrote Vice-Prosident Stephems: "I know I must thank
N on for 1%, The whole country will cwe Fou an averlasting debd

for 1t, Oovernmor Rrown can never pay you in kind for the great

beneflt you hove bostowed upon him. TYou have Elven him a

grandenr of gonceptlon, an enlargement of views, and n perapl=

oulty and power of style to which he never gonld hawve roached,

His only trouble can be the footprinte are too plain mot %o he
rocognised,”  Jr, Stephons d1d not get the full support from HA11
which he had desired, sspecially Lin regar: to the suspanaion of

the writ of habense corpme which, Mr, Mill said, "I oan plainly

Boo im your work.® Mr. iill agrecd to the legal prinoiples
emoungsd by Me, Stophens and sald that he would "naver agres

that the military, ns such from She cormander-in-ohief down can
take oharge of and oontrol the oitizen., Oiviliane mmst be governed

76 Ibid, pe 633
76. Owsley, State Rights in the Confederasy, p. 186
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and governed only by aivil Sribunals, Hak §0 a ocertaln sxtent
and for Proper cases, I thing Bhe public #ifoty dld demand the
suspension of this weit,” o balisved that there were some in
and some out of the army who wers interforing who shoula be
"arrested by wilitary order, hela without warrant, and tried
ithout a jury, 77

Irmediatoly following Governor Hrown's message, Linton
Stephens introduced his famous rosolutions sotting forth the
belief "that all selzures of the poracns of she peopls by any

officer of the Confedsrnte Government without warrant , , are

uar ble and tutional,” and "ihat the recent ot “

Congress %o suspend the Frivileges of the writ of habeas corpuA
in goses of arrest ordered by the Preeident . . . is a dangerous
sosault upon the constitutional power of the eourts and upon the
liberty of the people, and beyond the powers of any possible
necsssity to Justify i.t."w This was followsd up on Maroh 168,

by & long impassioned apesgh delivered by Vice=President Stephens,
himoslf, in whioh he olaimod that ®ioh procodure as thit in sus-
Pending habeas corpus proocesdings was "not only umwive, impolitic,
and wnconstitutional, but wes y to publie

e fno‘“[ Ste enu cehb rrugonllme. iwuﬂm
dlITarence atween

wne that hl nm oo I.tl rs hﬂ.u. Heo sald,

M iln many things, bot.I
ght and that nothing comld tempt
blm %o be a diotator.”  Ibid.

o 0. Euy IV, ¥e B, ppe B34, ESS
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safetys The conseript low, he

o:ul.md.. rut 21l men between

seventeon and fifgy dirostly under the Froaidant's control;

then the habess corpus law conferred on him "ihe power to order

the arrest and imprisonmant of any ran, w man, and child in the
' UNSuLported by onth, ‘of any sct for
which arrests are allowed o be made,

cenfedersoy on o bare oharge,

Could the whole sountry
be more completely under the Power and gomtrol of one man? e
Gomlng events ofton oast their Shadows before, Comld art or
ingenulty have dovised a #horter or murer ant 4o that snd than
the whole polioy adopbed by the Llagt Congroas?®0 went a0 far

A8 %0 say that independense without liberty wae of no value to

< bim, and if ke rmet have n master he cared not whethar he were
Forthern or Southern,l Hon, H. Ve Johnson, in n-lotter to Viae=

Eresldont Stophens upheld the authority of o

LETe88 L0 guapond

khe writ and denled the sceusation that it was an attempt to
oonfer upon the “resident sbaolute powers He expresssd the ballief
that Stephens was responsidle for the reselutlons af the Georgla
leglelaturs and that he way prospted throsghout by his "persomal
sobipathy™ to the President, lr. Btephens replied that ke had

B0 smbipethy to Mr, Davis, nor wam he Lhostils to him. Howerver,
beoauze of the President’'s recent setlons he was beglening to

"8oub% his good intentions”; cerbainly he had awskescd hie "sus

Plolon and watonful jealousy." Mr, Stophen insieteds Ny

79 The entire speesh 1o srinted in the ¥hig of april 15,
1864

80 Whig, April 15, 1864

1. Jones D e E, Do 187, Mr,
sn:; our I!ﬂ.p;nd;ml this ap
if we do pot, it may ssve his und his
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hostility and erath (and I have

boiiles] ls not aguinas ny R

ening the logle=

derson and his

ontire brigade. But

Jovernor Hrown ncemed to thrive on aa

o=

Anderson in 1

ok 88 only he could

© he ®aid, "may be the opinion of those officers

T which you presidea, I

your brigade believes it

rrivilege of

habess cory

and authorize the President o arreat p
Sond them in irome to the islends or dungeons of other Ztantes

4 confine them at plea

IUre . . o+ This 18 not the oconstitutional
1iberty which o

many Jeorgisns 8 dled to defond,™ He con=
dluded hie letter to Gemer=l Anderson by begging him to asaure

the men under his oo

mnd that ho should continue to do avery-
ing in hie power to protest and def

rreat prineiples
nl and personsl libersy fo» shich t

of constitusio
!.ll,z.ae

8y wore 11

Very comvineing evidenos that Stephens, Srown, snd Toombs

were trying to effeot an ovorthrow of &

o administration ias

8z, o,

IV, v. 2, Pp« E70-281
8% Ibia, pp. I7E-378
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proved by the faot that Governor mrown nent oop:
snd of the resslutions to 3

ies of his monsage
the eapkain of *ach oompany in the

@eorgla rogimonts that he oould Teach, snd m oopy to the alerk
of tha gourt of evary aounty in the Confederacy within thalr

B4
1ine#, Governor Brawn alse wrote dtephens thut he was having

his spesoh nrinted in rr\‘-‘.:phlun‘ 8% private sxpense - part of whioh

he himself would benr — and he waa B2ing $0 have them distributed
%o the army "by sending them to a Lieut. of each company, na I

sent my measnTe %o the captain of ®aoh. If the ocapkaln ia againat

ue and does not let the aompany have the one, the Iiontenant

may let them have the other," Sines Zrown had sent his apesah

to the olerk of gach aomnty, he planned to sand Stephena's apseoh
ta the sheriff of sach sounty in the Qonfederasy that sould be
renghag, 85

The effect of suoh well orgnnlzed epposition was mo very far
reashing that Congress attespted to repeal the law of Pobruary
15, 1664.% on uay 14, 1864, the Wouse passed resolutions re-
Questing the Prosident to inform them whether the roasons for

Buspending the writ stili existed, and to glve additlonal reasons

iy the publio safety required the somtl 6 0f the suapension,
The Prosident advised the House that the erigiml reasons glven

U111 exieted {n "undiminished foroe® and that the prosent

84, Toomba, stephems, Jobb Gorrespondense, p. 539, G40
85, Thid, pp. 640, 641
86, Journal of the Confedarate Oongress, ¥. ¥, ppe. 101=111
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Jjuneture oxpeolally requlred the Saopension. s explained that
the inoreased effieloney of the ullisary prepasnt ions whieh
eiabled the armics to boat buek the Luy viing fordes was entirely
due %0 the law, and that in his Judgment "it would be perilous,
if pot colamitous to disoomtinme the Tepenslon” whils the srmies
of the enemy pressed them om all Bldes. The Presldent further
explained that the offeot of the law "in rostraining thoss
engaged in Srossonible practloos with the onenmy and in prevent-
-ing the abuse of tho writ for the purpose of avolding military

sarvice by mon whose plain duty 1% is %o defond our gountry could

hardly be overestimated,"  He was convinsed &hat "if thome who
kave expresscd dissatisfaotion with the law had beon in possession
of the information whioh he was going to commnicate to the
House Shat they would fully have approved the exerolse of the
pouer susponding the writ."7 Because of the influsncs of this
informstlon, CJomgress wes not sble to gob enough votes Lo over=
Tide tho Prosident's veto, but shen the law axpired in iuguet,
that body refused o pase another law in ite place,

Dothing could hive been more cslamitous than the fallure
of Congress to gooperate with the Fresldent, The nation wide

Fropaganda dispersed throughout the army by Brown and hls follow-

ra, the oppoaitlon of the press, sod the failure of Comgresn to
Suspend the writ made 1% impossible for the Bareau of Conserlption

87y 04 Ry IV, ¥o 3, PP 429-430
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to enroll mew rearults for the “rmy and lod to wholesals desertions
from the army whose thinning ranks a0uld not stand any sueh strain,
411 & consar

or deserter had s do waa to appeal to bhe courtas
end he would be diesmissed immedintely, Some of the Judges of
Tirginin, partloularly Judge Meredith and Judge Thomas, beoume
sg dofiant of Oonfederate authority sa Todge Pearson of North
Carolina, and poselbly ddemissed Juot an mny men from nervice
a8 that recaloltrant juige hnd done. Licubenans=Colonel Walker
somplained %o General ZLee that ome, Taden, claimed dlecharge
from the army beonuse he had bocn elsoted Justice of tho peace,
and that Juldge Meredlth had iseued a writ of habeas goryum and
dlscharged hlm, Colonel Taylor belisved that if this practios
should contlnue, plenty of able~bodled men wou!d be eleoted

otrntes and thus get out of mervice. "with enrolling offiocers

g

~%9 exempt and detail and judges to discharge,” wrote Cols Taylor,
"wo are in n oad w..‘B& As & result of the informstlon glven by
Gen, Taylor, Goneral Loe wrote o the Searetary of War on Soptem=
bor 10, 1864:

rangth of the Army by the oxemptiom of
olvil officers, postmasters, olerks, and mall-sarriers, added

53 the detalls made for urposes la mors than I oan bnar.

1 suppose thers is no romedy for shia particular case but

Toversal of the dseision of - Judge Mersdlth, or If that nugd

% ¢hange of the law, If that be neosssary, I trust Wu will hrl.ns
1% to the attention of Comgress ab its mesting, A largs mimher

at ﬂhlt—hulﬁ men are taken from the irmy or KUF‘ out as mall
cantractora, m instances these contracte are mads for the
8ale purpose ot -mﬂns pervioe in the irmy. The came of ona,

The drain upon ths at

"

88y 0, R., IV, Ve 3, Pu 860
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goftwlah, of Riohmond, has beon rop t

Laetance of thie kind, He has .rg;;lt‘:::i“:n‘:o;:u; &os:ﬁ
o; r: ::L:\:;o;:;;;*r\ ute rj:sl Alabusa. Ia residgs fiahmind 5
ke ng on his b 18 never segn hin’

se 1 em informed, ga! the can.:tn::: E?ium_rﬂ; "::;5!’" o

Later in Septombar General Early wrote the seeretary of Warg

If the »rit of habeas qor, U8 iz not suspe m +

Judge Thompaon will diecharge all my recraiis “'lo-:o:i?;::;i’tlbgén-
sel to Staunbon to attend cases and carry thew to §he dourt of
Appeals O remove them to the Gonfedsrats gourt . 90 4

Just how ouoh damage was done by the sourts and obher oppon=

.

ing forees in diecharging eonaeripie and encoureging desertions

»

would be vary hard to estinats, but cartaloly 1% must hove been

u

very groat, for all during the fall, desertions inoreased with
slarming fre uenoy. General Femberton, it was said, proclaimed
"s thirty day furlough to nll.hlx paroled army — a virtus of
nedessity as they hed all gone to thelr homes without leave, "
Trom Genersl Lee's army, it was Teported that within two weelkns,
mare than a thousand deserters from North Carolina regisents

had orossed the James Elver at ome plsce,’l This seems sube

Siantiated by o report from General Les whioh stated that thare

i RanoS ek Kis

< W8 "an alarsming frequenay of deSertions from the Army, a8 many
88 fifty-slx from one eorps aloms in three dnya, ” and by a report

from GemeTal Gramt %o Searetary Stauton, which is ms followa:

Deserters from the enesy are sn the inerense, Ninaty-one
Arrived in the lust twenty-foor hours und their tostimony Lo that

69, Ibia, pp. 660, 661

0. 04 R.y I, ¥e 43, Pt B, Pu 924
9. Jones Dlary, Y. B, PPe 5, 4
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THenty-soven osmo with

arms from one gom 5lone and they ¥ iy an entire company

will oome over Sonight,

sore g2 hom than gome nlﬂin 9ur lines,
hedr pany b

. Stiles clalny that =gng Arifhing nway
one husdred and fifty wors reportad

bagan in August, when
to have gone aver %o the onemy,
one mmdred and elghty in dortember, one hundred ipg seventy-one

in Ootober, three hundred in

vembar, and four handred in De=
dember. Af%er She wolidays, the rash 90890 aeb in an earnest
when they departed in the followlng numbara: forty-five, fifty

four, fifty-seven, seventy-four, Sevoriy-six, seventy-nline, ninety=
ene, one hundred and fourteen und finally one hundred and seventy=

two, the grestest mumber reported in any twenty-four hous

greatest number of these folt thut they oould never &

galest thelr gomrades but to thoir evarlasting shane

one Shousand of these v

468 were formd fnto o reglment

¢alled the Firet United States Volunbeers, Oraut had them semt
fo the Northweot Departmezt to fight Indians under Johm Fope,

¥hi had been sent to Mimnmesota to ool off after the Secsnd

anagen palgn, " Gemoral Grant 4id not have any confidence in

§h030 men for he wrote of them:

¥hile thero are some good men among these Aebel daserters,
there are many desperate characters, who do not esitate at the
Somisgion of any orlse or outrage and descrt whenever thoy have
S change, I have now between two hundred and three handred here,
aod 1t requires sbout an oqual mumber of good men $9 guard na
kosp them in order, Many are out-spoken iraitors who & no

92, atiles, "Disintegration of Lee's W Bonfederate
Jateray, Deo. 1316, v. B4, F. G08
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During Decembor, 1664, Gonernl Leo Lesime 50 very mach dise
turbed that he wrote Froeident Duvie;

Danertion 18 inereasing notwis)
atop 18, I shink o rigia leolltim“‘“ulhga:illw .“n“- “
end. The great want in oupr army is firm dlsalpline,

The Fresident saemed rathor inconsed over this oritlolsm from

gemarnl Lee and sent thin rather ourt reply: "when desertars

are crrested, thoy ahould be tried, and if the fantensss are
romitted, that im not a proper swbject for the oritiolem of o
military commander, w96

Tith the military authorities wnsble to contrel desertions,

with a state of anaroky existing in many narts of the Comfedorsoy
whors thers was no oivil law, with sovernorn and state loglo-
laturee oxempting whomsoever they pleamsd ne state officers, and
with the conrts exsmpting conmoripte ani relessing deserters,

"i% 18 not & mers soinoidence,” says Mr. Owsley, "that In 1083 »
when thors was no law to suapend the u-rl.l)us the tarning of the
t1de agiinet the Confederacy; mnd that after Angust 1, 1864,

Whin the last act suspending the writ had expired, ths fortunes

of the South never rose apgain, 76
Temidan the tronbles in organizing an afflelent army cccasioned

93, Ibid, p. 656

94, Jones Diary, ¥v. E, p. 343

96, Ibid, p. 44

95, Owaley, State Rights in the Confederaoy, ps P02
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by the opposition to consoriptionand the fullure to smamn

ond the
writ, another sericus obstagle — that of exsmybions = proseuted

iteelf to the Comfedsrscy, Just as Boon as the law allowed those

sngaged in public service to be exenpied, lasedlately & great
domand for dotsils was oalled for, Golonel Freston oonplalined

bk

Ihe varlous buresus of Govermment ank over i
bodied man, The railroads ask ab least one b:ixi:;fagl':\:i: the
sliomnoe of dxompts, The express gompanies demand’resrly o
regiment, and State suthoritios fully 10,000, Wherever o aon=
tract ia mode with Lhe Governzent in which = large profit ias
srovided, the government is immedintely onlled upen to & the
r;rk for vhich 1% paye. Thus a railroad, an exprees, salegraph,

" o’ d L ]

its profite ] e

8 T 3 n ihe Government to detail from th Army
or shetain from the military use of all the laber maceamary iy
folfill the contract, The #vll is &n AnOrmonus one
ity of this Jureau ls not competont to the remedys?

Since only necessary exemptions wers allowed, the allegation of
7akllc necessiiy nccompanisd emch request,

The farmers and industrinlists were just as quiek to pat
in their bide for exemption as other olasses. i1l those who
had any chance of belng exempted at omos pub in thelr olaims,
Thoss who oould not elaim to be landed proprlotors, akilled,
artlsans, or exrsets, thought that they might come in under the
loa," and put in 2 petitlon for exesption

olass of "indispens
28 800n a9 they enrolled, ZHven Lif their olaime were not approved,

9. 0, Ru, IV, V. 5, p. 368
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4% eertulnly delayed their boing ment ingo the ar

7 a0 they wers

allowed to Temain e 20 uwntll the Bppliontlons were nemt forward

and roturned, In onse any origiml applisation for detall was not

approved, and a sonsoript was

fent $0 the omp of instrustlon, he

returned in n ¥e to ot

8% home until hin appesl to 21chmond
oould be heard from™ e ondless req tape through which sach
sprlication had to go, and the Imblisy

the Buresu to attend
nee of petitions [many of which wers im=

¥ proper} resulted in many aonsaripto ataying at home MmNy monthe

t‘ promptly to this great

when they ahonld have been in mervise in the fleld. Superinten~

' dont Froston complained that the nesdless complaxity of the mohin=

ery of the aystem of consoription rendersd 1t "oumbrous snd Alla=

3 fary in the tranoaction of business.” ®e chserved that

osges are gotten into this routine it scems to be the ha

of 211 posaidlo thinge %o get the men into the army, for while

E the ‘oas0n are drag

ng thelr slow-length along, the applieants
offon change thelr residence o ocoupatlon, or somehow thelir

iap, ar appear to be burled baveath the ncoummlated offlce
&gzor.-"" The War Derartaent attempbed to remedy thies evil of
&0y b lesalng o oiroular which refused furloughs to spyliconts
I'{'.ﬂ].o thelr appliontions wars pending, Under the new rullng sll

a?“lt‘-’l“.q were %o be promptly forwarded to the osmps of in=

fraotions and a% onoce nsnigned o commands in the fleld, If

9. 0. B., IV, va 3, pp. 639, G40
99, Inid, pp. 830, BOL
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thelr applisations wers BPITOYEd, then they wers %o be releanad
from aervioe, 100 . poooion Bolisved that the sfforte bo gunrd
agslnst delay created more serious evils than had already bien
oronted, becsuso manufacturing planss were shut up, mills udn
stopped, and the onpacity of rallrosds for tr. asportation npn
1sitedi 200 h4g mecesaitated the relstrodustion of the ol "
syatem with some el izh: change. Unier 00054 ruling, appli='-
caflona for detall were %o bo sent from the local enrolling
offiosr o the dlstriet emrolling officer. If the officer |

approved the application he sould Frant the appliocunt a "\!‘rlﬂugj- b
log j

for alxty days,
The evils of dlshonssty which existsd under the oli ayatem)
St111 existed under the mow. Manmy of thoss who oould mot £ina
8 logal enuse for detail or exemption at:empted to esoape sukv;tn
by 11legal means. Uribery wes the order of the day and nlm_h %0
have found its way oven irko the offices of the Confedorate a‘n-
thorities, Many, bessuse of the money they could recelvs br
thelr willingness to protest thelir frisnds, sxemntod from the
8irvice those who should kave boen in the ranks, Inspeotor
Inlker olaimed thet thore were many hoalthy young men in his
he could not send thom to thoe arnmy beg.use

Ssction, but ¢
ATy time he approaghed a detall, in every appesrance sound,

100s  Ibid, p. 524
101, Ibld, pe 732

1024 Ibld, pe 570
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ho Bhrusk 1nto his face u certifisate of dlaabliitys "The die-
pas0, " ho sald, "ig poay

by the noge Searcely known §o me, Hs

losks strong endugh to brain au ox with bis kuuekle and his
th ki k :d ent n

afterward, n102 alker olsimed th

te number of skulkers

ander .8 ge snd
large snd 11104 with

tham,

48 o whole the small farmer 414 his ahare in filling the

nka.  Colonel Proeton believod that this ©lags had been drained

of mon %o the point the

@ oounbry could mot safely spare morg

thin & very smll additionsl draft, In e, he bolieved thut the

ane would be. gbr 4
ogune would he atr 8 wore added to this

However, what wonpg of the amall farmer could by no

be sald of the landed geusry. Among the large land-

thors was a great deal of opyosition to the Eovernmant.
femoral Lee ocomplained thab in Louisa County a young msn who was
bhe Bon of wealiny parenss had rocelved a sontrash to eRrTy

mall from oo obscure post-offloe, ond that he hud thereupon

ted from service. This same young men then stayed at

alse earry the mail for l;ln.lm In 3ep-

buon ez

| home Bomaon:

d mont of the

ni

sbor, 1864, over 100,000 landed propristors

Blave owners were then out of ths ranis as & ressult of bhe

! 102, Ibid, p. 977 (Mr. Wolker expresecd tle opinlon thak
shere had been great Improvemont in the medlcal depart-
ment in the two yeors and that the medical rrofssalom
wae as free from corruption me any other group.)

104, Ibld, pe 661

that the
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peralolous polioy of partislivy and sxslusiveness whioh roooge

nized diatinotlon in ranke, 1% was feared that the practics of

higher elaszes staying nt home, of the farmers of cortaln

oountien making fortunes by Speculasion, and of the poor belng

thrust into the Srenches would resuls in having an army that would
ot £1ght, 108

By the fall of 1564, it was Yary evident that the myatem of

sxpmptions and detalls had £ilsd to agoomslish the good which

s

rpen antiolpated and that 1% needed oo

Tlote revislon, Gen=

eral freston in s letter to the Fresident took oooasion "to re-
itorate upon the busls of thirty month'as exporience that for the
uniform, lmpartlsl, .pd ¢horoughly efficlent adsinisiration of

eensoription,” that all exemptions by classes

ould be absolutely
bolished, snd thet coneeripiion should be made independent of
the regular milliary suthoritios, and the Preeldent suthorized

B9 aealin b0 the merviee such officers ns he might esleat, or

%o appoint for this specisl dusy from elvil lifo, elther with rank

or salary, suoch persons as he might soleat,lU% genersl Loe in

& letter to Gonersl Eragg saldi "As the system of exemptions and

106, nes' Dlury, V. £, p. 261 {General Lee alse asked
Wc moretary of mar to direot an enquiry into sllege

oharges that tbo buresms wro u“!’-ﬂs "hh'bﬂﬂle men
ils that should be ha o 28 gon 1 shat

young men were ole
in 3

seryias
dissatrons u:tuu unln.s &
ranks,) Ibid, pp. 281, E68

IV, v. 8, p. 804

that the
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Lemper 84 3
e we. e less than

forty thousand exempia, 4 :
r details

=5 in the army before

B8 would begl. lavle in his sesssge to

lovember ¥, 1864, ssked fur oome rother drastlc

e abolitlon of olass oxemp=

em of Bxsepblve detsila,

107,

108, Jonea' Diary, ¥v. £, Ds 43

Freeman, Lee's Dispatohes, p. £98

that the
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argued What the oxempiion from milivary Bervice then socorded
by law %0 all persons engaged in oarboln spesifisd pursulte or
profesalons was shown by experience Lo be wiwive and thet it
wag not defonsible in theory. Mr, Davis folb that the "defonne

of the couniry wasa the politioal duky of every nember of moolety”

and thet in & governmant whers all enjoyod the sume rights and
privilages "sothing could be more invidious than an unequal
dlatributlon of obligations and duties,” He 414 not belleve that

any peraon by virtae of him parsult or poaltion should be exemphed
unloss his services were "more usefml b9 the dsfense of bis comntry
la spother sphere.” All olasmes mentioned in the laws ocould not
"in the nature of things be equally negesssry in thelr seversl
profesalons nor distribated throughout the csmniry in such o=
portions Shut only the axuot numbers required” were found in sy
looality, Hor did he think it gould be "everywhere possible to
raplice those within the conseript age by mem older and less
s:pable of active f£leld service,” ir, Davis strongly advoontod .
¥t exemptlon from service of entire olasses should be wholly
abandonsd beonuse 1t offered great facllity for abuses, afforded
the $empiation as well e the resfy mesns of escaping sorvice

% fraudulent devices, and was one of the principal obstructions
%0 the effliolent operation of the consaript laws. An2

Congress settled down &t omoe 4o the consideration of the

109, 0. Ry IV, Vo 3, De T8
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proposuls mude by the Fresident in his mossage, but not until

warch 11, 1866, did a law pans relag ing %o exemptions and dotalla,
this belated law did lessen the mumber of ongh, bot it pras-
tioally rovoked all details reviously m.de by the Zrasident and
the Seorotary of War and put exemptlons baok on the old bnau.m

The Froaldent ot once vetoed the B11l bagunze he sald, "The aot

gontaing teo provielons wh al

4 in practice so impalr the

efflolensy of the service as %o counterbalance If not outwalgh

ke advankages Shet would result from the other olouses contalned

in 154" Sinoe many of the detalls and exemptlons wers used for

logal defense, he belleved that should all okilled artisans and

meohenios in the eaployment of the goverment be oxempted from

all militery sorvice, it would be necsssary to detach many

troope from @ armles in the fleld to guard the towns and worke
akopa where thoy were employed, Freasldent lavis felt that an
evil oven greater ihan the first would resuls if all the detalls
nd exemptlons heretofore granted by him and the 3eorstary of War
should be revoked, snd if they were prohlbited from granking
thareafter any further detsils snd oxemptions. There 1s 1ittile
hagard in saylng that euch s provision =0ald mot be executed
withont so dissouraging the public service as o produce very
injurlous resulta, The Eresident felt thut 1t would throw the
whole machimery of govermsens into confusiom o withiraw she

&Xperts at once from publle service throughout the whole country,

110, Jourpal of the Confederats Congrese, Y. 4, D« 886
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eapeolnlly sinde thelr dutles could mot pe performed exoept by
sen instructed and trained for thoss roaltions, He assured
gongrens that 1t was "tho desire of the Exeoutive and the
gearetary of War to obtain for the Army the services of every
man avallable for the public dofanag” ond "thet nothing but

imperative publio necessity could induse the exoraise of any
dlssretion vested in them %0 retain men out of the army.” me
asnaluded by expresalng the earnest hope that Congress would
smend the bill to climinate the objeotions which ha had pointed

outslll 1n & later message to Oongress, Presidemt Davis asain

relterated thet oven though his recommendstion %o abolish nll
olases exempilons bad not met with approval, he still desmed it
s valuable and important measure. He bolleved that "a law of
8 few lines repsaling all olass exenpiions would not only strengthen
the foroes in the £leld, but be 8till more bemeficial by abating
the natural disaonseny snd Jealousy erented In the Army by the
existence of ol.-lsn-n privileged by law %o remain in places of
sufety whils their fellow-oltizens were axponed in the trenches
amd the £1ald, 112

The vetoed exenpiion bill went back %o Congress and was
turned over to the Committes on Military Affalre. On March 17,
1866, the House Committoe roported the followlng:

11, 0. B., IV, Ve 3, pps 1126, 1129
112, Ibid, ppe 1131-1133
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The recommendations of th
S L sonion Spon b alons (e wlitITLAT AL Shens
on whathe
ir the Bxeoutive shall deolis wio TR
ug 1: ;lh:p:;:l-:lnn: What persons shall rema
guits in able %o th A
Experionce has denonstrated shap LosoT0%%8 Of the gount
fore exeralsed has nfford
tary sorvice than the

d mora unnegessary immunity from mili-

a ~guarded leglulatis u

of exemptlons. The Committes entertained lhono;f:'!!o;h:h::hi:::m
abusen been developed under the Byatem of detail; that this
:,i:;h:n‘;:;-s::m :’1:3 tmﬂ:# Lo areate "discontent and Jealousy
n aonun’

R e en! 2 {ainass Y NII:‘T. which it was sdvisable to abate

A% the oame time the select comsittes of the Semate reported that
tho Consoript Burean showed the faot that east of the Missionippl
Eiver £2,035 men had been detailed by Exsoutive muthority, and
exprossed surpriss that the bill which originated in the Senate
exenpting skilled artisane and mechanios 41d not mest the sanetlon
of the Frosident sinoe It "was sotually propared in ome of the
buresus of the War Dopartment,” The soleot committes further
stated that the Exeoutive message of Hovember last om the subject
of glass exemptions had beem “oarefully coneidered und an act was
passed expresalve of the views of the legislative department of
the " They tted, they said, that tho views of

the legislative department of the government had not met the
favor of tho Sxeontive, and that he should desm it both necessary
and proper %o cxprace dlssatisfactlion with the natural opinlen

of Congrenss,11® my aneniments passed on laroh fourteenth, six-
teonth, and seventesnth, Congress did repesl part of the new

113, 1Ibid, ppe 1145, 1149, 1150




R et e e L i C o ko poiocopies ool taproc.cons of copyrihled material. Undor
One that the

e rivate study, scholarship or research.” If a user ] request for or later uses, a
TG T T eeee———

B icion for prposes Inexcees of Jab se Hiat ser ey b i ot S A1)

114
exemption law, but 1% would not Agcode $o the President's

wish and adopt a system of Oxssutive de¥nils. Instead it re-
.

stored the old system of alaa:

in Februoary, 1864, with the n:-:r:::::-:“nh b

B cnincranim e d; 7hus while the lust

o8e, and while Gen-
erel Lee was begging frantically for more men, Congress and Pres=
1demt Davis were engaged in s bitter sontroversy over olase
exenpiions snd detsils,

The oontroversy over exempbions and details was only one of
the many diffioulties whioh the Fresident wan having with Com=
gress during thess last daye, Mapy of the measures which the
Fresident wrged upon Congress to pass wers absolutely essentlal,
btut propagands had done ite work so effectively that even Com=
‘* gross felt that Mr. Davis was aiming at absoluta power and slther
4 refused to grant his requests or was oo dilatory in acting that
. kho laws passed were too late to do any goods I the sume mes-

! Saga on Novembsr 7, 1864, in which President Davis had urged the
a%lition of exemptions, he also had urged the passage of o
Beneral militla law. Since the Constitution had imposed on

1 Gongress the duty of providing for, organizing, arming, and
disciplining the militia and for governing suoh part of them
8% might be employed in the serviocs of the Confederate States,

{ ho folt that a gemeral militis law was necessary in the interest

of rublie defonse. DHecause of the great diur-l‘y in the legle-

lation of the seversl states on the subject, and the abssnoe of

47 provislon establishing an exnet method for oalling the

£ the Conf ate 0o ¥« 4, DPPe TS5,
TH:." -w,-'%!sr’w Y 1176 g
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militin into Confederate B0rvies, many oabarrasoing situstions

had arigen which ought not %o have bosn allowed any lomger to

impede defonsive messures,lll Tok on mareh 13, 1866, that body
had seemingly lgnored the Fresident's advice, President Davie

was very much perturbed ovir this delay, and in very complaining
topes told Comgress that in view of the periloun sondition of i':
the country he felt 1% his duty again ta remlni them that
proupt sotlon was nesded. Whils, he sald, he believed long i
deliberation .anﬁ. protracted debate were "laudable under ordinary
olrounstances, + . . in moments of dangor, when sotion besomes

urgent, the delay thus oaused was o mew source of peril,= Again
be relterated that a gonoral militis law was a most urgent need.
Bs further pointed oat that he hod been informed by the governer bl
| of a otote that "the law did not permit him (the Prosidenty to
i eall the militia from one county for service in another.” Im

another skate the governor refused to allow the militia "so be fl,_
employed in the service of the Confederate States”™ in the absence | ]
of & low for that purpose, Becsuse of such atate opposition |
Fresident Davis told Congress that he believed it was posoible i
for o single Drl.gm‘k‘ of the cnemy o traveras the state and de-

I
Tastate ench oounty in turn without any power o3 the part of the [

118, 0 Rey IV, ¥e 3, Do 796
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In answor %0 this complaint Congress rospondsd that though
it wos true it had failed to respond go the recommendation, the

matter had been considersd, amd "fallure to aot was the rosult

93nsoription aot had taken in the
entire military material of the asuntry, thers wors none left

of deliberation.” Since the

on which the militin law could operate exoept exempte, boys
undsr seventesn, amd men over fifty, Congreas for this reason
dsomed 1t "expedisnt to allow this materisl to remaln subjest 4o
the gomtrol of the State authorities for the purposes of logal
police to ald in the arrest of deserters sni to snforce the ad=
minlstraticn of State luws."ll7 7This deolsion of Congress emos
mre Lllustrates the imoreass of the State Hights influsnce and
the deoreasing power of the Presldemt,

To the Fresident's demands for the sbolition of olass exemp—
tloms and o militis law wae added another — the suspension of the
writ of habeas oorpus., 1o Congress, he sald, that even though
that body "had not conourrsd with him in opinion thad the time
bad arrived when "the susponsion of the writ was not simply
e mnd dlent, but almost indl ko the smo-
sezsful aonduot of she war."™'® 7o this demand Congress was

116, Ibid, pe 1133
117, Inid, p. 1180
118, Inld, pe 1134
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Just a8 sdasant ae 1% had been to thoe others, It advised the
Fresldent Shat his propossl maa "essupied she attention of that
pody for four or five woeks™ amd that “after mature deliverstion®
the messure had been laid aside "a8 unimportant and unexpadlaont,”
It gave oo its definlto reasons for fallure to suspend the weit
Gho faot that "the States of North Carolini, Georgls, and wis-
siaslppl had exprossed through their Legislatures great repugnance
%o tho past leglelatlon of Congress Buspending the writ and that
: s large portlon of the people throughout the country was arrayed
- ! sgainst the polliey of that leglelation,” Congreas deemed it

> "wise and pradent to comoiliste opposition at o time when dissen~
@ione are ruinous.” It expressed Tegret ageln that the Executive
414 not oonour in these views and had sgain callsd on Gongresa
"0 reviae ite actlon and to suspend the writ of habeas sorpus®

' 88 & measure "slmost indi 8 to the 1 gonduot of
the #ar,” Then Congress olosed the matier for all time by stating:

If the faots stated in the confidentisl message alluded to
by the President be the basis of the opinion that the suspension
9f the writ "is indispensable to the suooesaful condust of the
war," the Congress does not ocomour in that opinion. The writ has
50t bean suspended sinoe iugust last, It 18 not perceived that
fhe military reverses of tho country sinoce that period were cooa=
uloned by the sbeence of the legislation asked for,ll¥

1dent hod

Besides the measures juab whioh the
80ksd for was another asilng thot the Negroes be employed as
201dtora, 1% 2ng uso of slaves and free Negroes for menial

119, Ibid, pp. 1150, 1161
120, Ibid, ppe T97-799
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tagko and meohanicnl service hag been prastioed in the army for

some Blwe, ond for some time there had been Buggentlons that the | [

Hogross aleo be used am soldicrs, In Septembor, 1864, n native

of Georgla wrote to Mr, Seddon, the Seoretary of War, muggesting

that Negroes bo employed ms soldiers and promised thelr freedom

when the war waas over. The writer Tolt that sinoe the Yankeens

used Nogroes effectively sgainest the Bouth, that the South gould

use Negroes to f1ght Negross, “"Confront them," he said, "with

Tanked nogross and place bayonets behind thems Our oountry re-

quires & quiok and stringent resedy. 12l g thig lottor Mr.

Seddon replled that he belleved "whites were betier soldlers

then negroes, and that for war the best material should be used,v"lBla
The idea of uslng Negro soldiers which thas Georglan suggested

was evidently belng contemplated by many, for just s 1ittle over a

month later, Mr. Seddon wrote President Davie that the relioy had

been suggested and attraoted some publio attemtion of enlisting the

8laves in the regular army, Ne ageerted thet he 41d not at that
#ime porceive the necessity or approve the policy of esploying

8laves in the highor dutiee of soldiers, However, he did point i
99k the faot thet the United States Congress had suthorized Fres- 1k
ident Lincoln "to employ ss many persons of ifrican descent sm he |
might deem necessary and proper for the suppresslon of the rebellion
®d to organize them and use them as he thousht best for the publie

12, Ivid, pe GEB
1Ela. Ibid, pe 694




Th i tle 17, United States the making of r other reproduc copyrighted material. Under
tocopy is not to be “used for ‘than private study, scholarship or research." If a user makes a request for or later uses, a

for, of “fair use,” y be liable for'
146

ol .
welfare.” Ir. Soddon exprossed the beies that the friondship of

s people "89 oruel and Temorseless as our foes, would be %o the

umhaPRY NEEro more fatal than &5 ug their emmity and would meun

the extinotion of their race.” For the Teason polnted out he felt

that ehould either poliey or necessity alctate it, the enlist-
ment of elaves or any other rapalation as suxilisries wuld be
sutirely jusiified by the atrouities the South had suffered,E2

Froaldont Davie seamed to concur with Seoretary Seddon,
bis messare to Congress on November 7, 1864, he sdvoonted extond=
ing the number of slaves from twonty to forty thousand as they
might be omployed ndvantegeouely for plonser or enginesr labor,
But, he saild;

Sololy in the light of polloy amd over soolol eeonomy . . .
1 mast dissent from those who adviss a general levy and arming o
the alaves for the duty of soldiers. Until our white populat ion
shall prove insuffislent for the armios we require . . . to employ
:s a8 soldier the negro . . . would sgargely be wise, or advan-
Ageoua,

The President 414 nevertheless foreshadow woming events by exprass-
ing the bollef that “the use of slaves s soldiers im defense of
thelr homes . . . is Justifisble if necessary,"l23 g n result

of the President's to ¥ Seddon wrote

%0 Major Brigge, who had asked authority to raise a regiment of
Segro troope should Congress authorise their formation, that it
%48 not probable that any such policy would be presoribed by
Congress,li4

122, Ivia, pp. T61=771
123, 1bid, ppe 798, 799
124, 1Ibid, p. 846
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There wers soms lmportant lendeps "ho 414 not agres with the

Neprooan, ur, Banjamin
in & letter to his classmate, Frod g, Forcher

seoretary of War on tha question of arming

o BEnted that Negroon
wuld cortainly be mds to £igm Sginat the Confederasy 1f they
were not armed for itg defonse apd thay there wma no other axpedient
than that of ersing the slaves 48 @ suxiliary fores. He also
sdvooated granting the Negroes their freedom §f they fought for

She dofense of the Zouth, Aseording to Mr, Benjamin'g statoment,
public opinion wam fast ripening on the mbject, and he predicted
tat before the oloss of winter the gsonviotion rould be widesproad
that the government would have a0 drfloulty in inanpurating the
polley fore shadowed in the Presidsnt's message, He asked the

ald of his friend in enlisting the newspapers o begin o disous-
sion of the subjeot s0 that the poople could be "eduoated to the

lesson,” To strengthen his rlea he olted the apinion af CGeneral
Lee on the subjeot of using slaves. "It im well known, ® he said,
"that General Lee who commands so largely the confidenos of the

peopls lo strongly in favor of our ueing the pesross for defense,
04 emancipating them, 1f necessary, for that purposs,=25

The prese certainly 414 its part in bringing the matter before
the yeople, for everywhers tho question stirring the public
uind was the expediency of using the Negre population for military
Per7ioe. s o whole, the mewspapers opposed the project of arming
#liven under promise of emanoipation,l26 but some, such am the

126, Ibid, pp. 959, 960
126, Jones' piary, v. 2, pe SE7
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Bnguirer, advooated the employing or 250,000 Nogross in the army,127
Honorable indrew Zunter of Tirginia

solukion o the problem of arning alavss

folt that mme imwdlate

wrote to Goneral Loe in Jamary, 1565, and askeq hin thess perti-

nent questions:

Do you Shink that by a wise i
seleotion negro soldiers can be gd:‘:#mtf&nmmmﬂmrﬁﬁ:{:um
malmtaining war? D0 you think she %alling into service of sush
numbers as the exigenoy muy domand would affeat injurisn " w
Southern slavery? Would not in FOUr julgnent the introduckion of
sch p\lrll.:ir inuroqa:a:n 9thor regards our power of defenne againat
relen and n
:::inai “?tgg barous warfare the onemy is now waglng

7o this inquiry of Mr, Hunter, General Lee wrote:

institutions. My own opinlon 18 that we should o Loy them without

« I bolieve that with proper rogulations thg egn be Mam
efficlent soldiers. I believe that bhe best mesns of seourlng
efficlenoy md fidelity from thie auxlliary troop would be to
socompany the measure with a woll-digested plen of gradusl and
goneral mu:pun?n. Whatover mensures are sdopted should be
adopted at once,

411 of our pecple by no means agreed with Gemerol Lee, Some
of the lesding men in the South Joloed with the press in oppo-
8itlon to arming Negroes. Guneral Howell Cobb believed that

"bhe prozosition to make soldlers of the negroes was the most
Pernlofons ides thut had been saggested sinae the war began,"
B sxprossed "deep mortiflicatlon snd regrot to Seo the nume of that
B¥eat and good man and soldler Ceneral H. E: Lee glven ao muthority

127, Enguirer, November 11, 1864
188, 0. H., IT, ve 5, ppe 1007-1009
129, Ibtd, ppe 1012, 1013

|
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for such & polley, Iirat hour of A a

Pondonoy will be the one
in whioh that policy ig sdoptod,» Genernl cobh beggod that before

g Nesroes that at least every

reasopable mode of getting white 8oldiers be trisd, "por Hesven's

sake,” he ®aid, "gry volunteering Lefors Jou f111 with gloom and

despondenoy the hearts of our troeet and megt dovoted men by
resorting to the smioida) polioy of areing our slaves.® He sug=
gested to Seoretary Seddon that the Probles could be solved if

\ yisla P

B bo would yield his oppositicn to voluntoering in the form and
manner which he had heretofors urged,150 ang yr Gemersl Joseph

B, Johnston wers restored to the “ommand of the irmy of Temmes-

%60 and Generil Besuregard roturned to Scuth Garelims,lSl

y | At the pame time that Seneral Cobb of Goorgle was opposing
the use of Nogroes, Samuel Olaytom of that same state was writing
Fresidont Davie that "reoruits must @@ from the negroes and po=-
whers oloe and that we should away with pride of opiniom, away
With false pride.” He believed thas eontrary to the oplnion of
B0me that Negroos would not fight, that they would make good

%oldiers and thot they would "do vary well to flght Yanke

B urged that Congress make haste to put as many Negro soldiers

180, Gen. Cobb had suggested resorting to the old form of
ealling upon the governmors of the Jtates for the mem |
required and letting them ralse, arm, and offiocer |
thelr troops sccording to dtate lawn and then tender
thom to the Confedoracy. This he belleved wonld 1
satisfy the 3tate Rightists and gein tholr full it

esoperntion. |

151, 04 R., IV, v. 3, pps 1009, 1010
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in the field uo Genoral Las thought Degsosary, If Hegroos wars

not put in the army, it wao hig belief thut tne
mbjugatod by the hated fos,l32

South would be

Thether beeanse of the TOquest of Frealdent Devis or of

Genersl Lee, or whethsy bocsuse of thy atrong prossure brought to
bear by public opinion we know not, but wo 4o know that the only
suggeation made by the Fresident to the last Confoderate Congress
which was adopted was an sot providing for the arming of slaves,
Thie 2o%, whioh was passed on ¥sroh 13, 1066, authorized the ‘ros-
ident to oall for and mocept from the owmers of slaves the sor-
viee in whatever capaoity he thought best, If amough were mog
furnlehed by the slave ommers, the fresident was further suthoriged
to eall cut 300,000 troope whenever he thought 1t expedient and to
ralse thom from all olasses of the Population "irrespsotive of
wolor,” The only restriotion rlooed upon the Fresident was that
0t more than twenty-five per cent of tho male alaves between
the ages o2 16-45 oould be oalled intd service from any state,l3%
Zhe Congress which finally passed the ast o arm the slaves

bad almess Lneurmountable problems to face, The whols country,

“he army in pertloular, was ln the depths of desapalr, and evary=-
allzing that com=

54 wap imploring Congress to 4o something.
Jomies, battalions, and regiments were in many dases almost

132, Ibid, ppe 1010-1011
123, Ibid, pe 1161
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entirely doglated, Qongross doolded upon o somplote reorganization
of the armye All units wers 80 be L1114 ¢

The commanding gemeral of o80h unlt wag %o

9 the atandard number,

Baleat bie offioers
for ench organization from offlcors and man balonging to the

organizations that were Consolldated and to put thes 3t onoe in
oommand of thoss new organisations, smen officera were subjeet
to the subsequomt appoint=ent of the Froaldent with the ndvise
and oconoent of the Semate, How eompanies sould be forsed by men
of the mame state and officered by men of that atate. 7This mat
w3 agprovad on Februairy 24, 1865,1%4

Ko law 0ould have been mors izgracticsble than thls reorgun-
izatlon not. Whan M, Brockenridge, the new Ssaret ay of war,
wrote to Jemeral Lee for his opinton bou 1%, General Les
anawered thet the period was vory unfavorable for exeout ing the
law, At thut Sime the rrinolpal army in the South under General
Johneton wes in the field opersting agelnet the enemy. For this

< resson OQoper:l Lee thought that wn!ﬂli{l_utwn ut that time would be

nok only Aiffioult and impractlcabls but extremoly hazardous, He
bolioved that the law might be advantageons Lf the time should be

left discretionary with the commanders of the soversl armies,l38
The war, however, wss 80 nearly over that bhe reorganizatisn was
never made,

The passage of tho law copseripting slaves and the enactment

124, Ibid, ppe 1166, 1167
135, Ibid, p. 1143
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of the law for Teorganising the ATEY Wao not enough to 111 up

the sadly depleted ranks of She Sonfedernsy. ghe Comaariptlon
Buresu had alresdy fallasq hopeleansly i

T Bending into the ranks
the people who should be there, ang thore wam 1little hope that this

Burean would be any mora effiolent {n mkting Negroes into the
sarvices Congress had te 4o S Lhing %0 muke the Surean more

offeotive or the South would Sertainly bhe subjognted. A ooneldere

able munber of comsoriyts hud never been renched,t3 Ascording

5 to Bloh=ond, a vast pumber of donerters were at large and were so

hey did not even attempt to hide themsalves, It wae
sagertod that 72,000 men deserted betweon Oatober 1, 1864, and
Fovruary 4, 1865.1%  Golonol Preston folt tuat tne grontont and
=08t prossing need in the country, "the importanse of which mo
terma oould exaggerate,” was to return khese men Lo the army,
Ho estimated tha: there wore over 100,000 deserters scattored over
the Confo '.L-:ua;.lzs Roporte from ths Consoripticn Burean in
September, 1864, showed that only thres thousand men had bosn
¥ Sent to the arsy during the previous two months and that sbous
84 equal pumber had been de:allu-.l.l'” The Enquirer complained
officers apparently made & olean sweep of the

" thut enrolll

Stuntry on paper and after « dooumentsry mammer, but bhat they aid

™t produge the mem. "The Burean,” 1% sald, "is too slow in

13, Ibid, pp. 961, 1009, 1049
187, ippleton's gyelopaodis, 1865, p. 188

138, 0, H., IV, ve &, pps 1119, 1168
139, Jonea' Diary, Y. £, pe 328
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sotion, admits of too muny roforonces and red tape 80 that thone

who are deslrous of avoiding Bervice quy
sircumlocution;

L do 80 by mers delay and
months and evan Fears pass, {M enrolled conseript
grows old or he has remeved to onother part of the sountry . . .
and 80 enrolling officers are olways pouring fighting material
. 182 & bube of the Danaides plerced with an hundred augor holas, "i40
gl | In 1863, Gemeral Hishardsom of the Seorgin Military icademy ro-

< ported that Georgia had ment 8bout 80,000 men %o the fleld bptthat

therc wers then 41,944 able-bodied men ab humo.l“ Tater the em~

,.

mlling officer of Georgia Toported to Genernl Howsll Qobb that
by thers wore more men during 1864 betweon the ages of 15 and 45
i staying af home than bad gone from the staia into the Confederate
| service during the wer.!42 one offiotal report showed that in
- Tirginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgis only three=
e fourths of the material under the consoript lew had aver besn

abeorbed and that for evory three emrolled, two remained in the
1 state. Out of 75,000 enrolled, £5,000 were in ths mrmy; 12,000
were detailed; smd 57,600 wers exempted,’® 4 report by the
| Seorstary of War for the nusber of oonsaripts and exempts from
B 1126, 1082, to rebruary, 1885, ehows that thors wers 61,993

140, Enquirer, February 20, 1868
14l. Report of August 23, 1865
1484 0. Be, IV, ¥ 5, Ju 76
143, 1Ibid, v. 2, pe 959
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0ongeripte and 67,004 exempts,léé lnny dlsorepancies aypesr in
ko Toports, for Colomel Preston's Fopert to the deorstary of war
in Jamaary, 1064, chowed that iy olx wtates oust of the Mig-
siosippl thot thers were 96,578 exempta, Jeoldes the oxempte who
word rogularly out of the Bervise, thers were 44,800 out becanse

of the dlaloyalty of the staten; 70,804 ware ekulking; snd 126,567
oo .

wers Gvellable for army scrviee WLo were not im the armys AIl

of this made a total of 33 Ty 565 mem, 148 Evidently thero was no

dearth of mon; lay ‘in rosching them. In fuot,
Colonel Fregton clalmed that the diffioultics, delays, and ire

x rogulariilon of consoription 4id not rosult from any difficulty
in finding wen, but "from the Lnposodbllity of getting those men
out of the hands of reorulting officers under georals somanding,
BUTOrmOTs, judges, ond demsgoguing politicluns,” He sadd that
!?cu ome end of the Confoderacy to thw other every conutituted

ld4. Ibid, v, 3, ps 1101; Idem, 0s H., III, ¥ 6, ps 700
The complete report is 't' toll.un'!s 3 i
3 8

Consaripts
| Virginia 15,439 18,9283
| 16,564 EL, 548
1 B, 9,120
15,546 0,925
10,218 14,875
4,103 8,081
748 568
219 aL
573 5,280
67,054 #1,998

146, 0, H.y IV, ¥e 5, ps 108; Iden, Hile, Baldwin, "The
Qonfalerate Army,” Confederate Veberan, ve &, rpe
BEL PR
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opposlng the enrelling offiger in the oxeq

utlon of his duty, e
felt that 1f the siate authorits <

les, or Benerals Gommanding wonld
astively ond cordially sooperats with the wnsarlpt authorisy

L L1
that good rmdght result. Ascording to hinm stetoment, during the
aix months of service with the Conmaript Buresu pot one man had

| Boen 1 fo the arny by state aut hority, but shouas inilds hod bheen
s kapt out by Shat suthority, ohe tusinean aoemod to hin %o be to
JEoep men or toke men from the consorlpt officers, Btated
further thet he 414 not Jmow of Tifty comseriptn thuy hod beey

sant from liiselenippl, Alubama, Flordda, or Tonnesses to the Army
of Northern Virginie whils General illow had sontrol of consoripe
ton in those states, 145

Conditions 414 not imgrove very muoh, 1f at all, during the

year, 1854, fOomersl Lee in o lotter
1864, remeried thet the
: imperfeot cne. me th

Gomeral Bragg in Jeptember,

tem of recrulting the wnles was & ery

"0 done, ut, he eaid, - t of the servics are energy,

intelligence, and prasticsl ability core vitally lmportant to

Our smocess, I think the Department should bo filled by the best

Oapasity snd tha groatest viger and industry that cun be obtalined

|
4 bo confined to the single duty of putting men in the ‘

and ghoy
la14,147
&, 0. B., IV, v. B, pp. 224, 226

147, rracman, Lee's Dispatches, p. 298
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The Conseription Buresn hug Gertainly failed to farnish the

men for which General Lae was begging, #hile evidemss Ls irre=

fufable %hat thers was meah fraud apa diehonesty among conseription
kaep the army filled was dus to other

causes Iar mire disastrous, Flret, the samtroversies with mili=

offloers, lia fallure to

tary comdoriptlonlets detracted from ita efficlency from the very

first. Second, the offleers of oonseription were aa & whole

notoriosely incompetent. The simsndant of conseriptes in Grorgla
declared thit there were mot Ewenty sensaript sfficers in Georgla
"o had & oingle quallfiestion for thelr afiyos,148 Third, em=

relling offisors 444 not have adoquate military baoking to resiet

the atrong outelds forges working to liverate the sansariyt.

Pourth, Sho machinery of conseriptlon was #laborate and complex,
fnl, sherefore, ¢lusey and slow of action.1%? Pifen, the Lnte-
pendent aotlon of the states was o great hindrance, and perhaps
the greatest reason for Lts failare, 7The Burean was helplean
agalnet such forgea as the stale courts and the Vanoess, dkephenes,
Toombses, and Srowns, 150

Congress deliberated for mombhe over the weaknesses of the

Sonsaript Bure iu, anl not balng able to find any eatisfastory
Temedy, doclded to do away entirely with shat method of recrulbing

148, 0. Ry IV, V. 8, pp. 863, 1049
149, Ibid, pp. 863, 1049; of. note 140, p. 183
150. Ibid, p. 1048
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one of the moat traglo etruggles in all

nlstery,
153,
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CHAPTER vy
INDEPRNDENT UnIzs

A8 800m a8 the government of the Confederate States was
organized and rumors of war begun to be heard
from many parts of the Confedernoy oume “““‘::V:::::n;:‘m'
companies %o sid the Frovisiopal Army in -m-ls].ng. & rebellion
should ome arise. oOme of the earliest organizations tendored
was tEhe "Son8 of the South” of Yemphils, Termesses. The Seoretary
of war deolined to acoept the patriotlo offer of thie and other
oorpa of thot tims because he folt thut unless thers should coour
hostilities of & long duration, the foroos would be ample for
the defense of the country. To allay the disappointment of this
refusal, he wrote Lieutenant Oraige that it would gratify him
if he 0ould say that in the event of war so gallant o corps would
be firet upon the list to be mccepted, However, thers preceded
the "Sons of the South® in priority of tender the following orgun-
izaticne: Captain Turney's Company from Temmessee, a voluntser

Togiment from Xentuoky, and still another from Pennossce, HNever-

theless, the "Sone" were ssgured that in the ovent hostilitlss
5% all serious should ooour, thors was 1it:le doubt that the oauses

Wiloh would make neceseary the service of the other organizations

%uld also open the way for the socoptance of the services of
the "Sons of the South,"d All this was bofore Linooln's call for

Ls Os Rey IV, ¥ 1, Ppe 190, 192
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velunbeers L0 coerce the Begeding ataten,
N
Then o
amé war in earnest, anmd with the war, & fresh outburst
of enthuslasm. Many of the leading siateamen, politielans and
: N v
wealihy mon of the day wished the Opportunity of showing their
patriotism and dietinguishing th, by raising
organizations. Thus at the fira: 981l to arme, Thomes H. H. Cobb
of Georgis, Wade Hampton of sSouth Oarolina, william illen and

Henry Ae Wise of Virginis, sa well 48 many others equally patri-
otlo, organized and equipped ind for the war

.
the majority of these men, however, @oom turmed over their come

minds %0 the Confederate Government and served for the perind

of the war as a part of the Frovisiomal army. One member of this
group deemed £o be dissatisfied at belng absorbed in the Tegular
armys This was Colomel Willlam Smith, one time Govermor of
Trginta,? Ho asked General Lee to detach his regimenmt and give
him an independent command, 7o thia the General replied that "he
20uld gratify his wish only so far as to order his regiment %o
the army of General Jaokeon as soom as au Opportunity cecurred,”

In a letter to President Davis on the same subjest, Genersl Lee
wote: "I deem it inexpedient to divide the army by oreating
independent commands espeolslly at & time when we require the
mited efforts of all the foross we oun collest &% the prinoipal

2, Ex-Governor Smith, known ss "Extra Billy" Smith, though
not & military man, rose to the rank of brigedier-
general and before hostilitiee ended wao named o major=
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pointe throatensd by the snemy,nd

Bealdes the type of 0OTPE Just moat Loned, during the fires
yoar of the war when the BPArLS of romanos md inight=errantry
was rampant, there arose all over the South a1l difforent kinds
of organizations kmown as "Partisan Eangera, Bealising that such
froups oould be of dletinetive mervice to she osuse, Congress
posted an aot legalizing suoh organizations st the sume time that
the first conseript act was passed,* The ranger service was
very alluring because it offered decided sdvantages over service
in the regular army. Hangers had good food, sil the booty eap=
tured from the enemy, s bed to slesp in, little Frospeot of steady
fighting, snd the privilege of staying at home, Even the regular
oavairy, which was envied by the infuntry, viewing the sompara=
tive freedonm of 1ife of the Partlesn Renger in contrast to the
doll routine snd more rigid disoipline of oump life, oocasion-
ally gave vent to their feolings, and half in Jest and half in
eurnest would banter the Eangers onlling them "Carpet imights~
oF Penther-bod Soldiers."® When on duty, however, the partissn
Bd 1o bed of roses. Oolonel Momby epitomizes tho ranger dubies
% follows: "To destroy supply tralne, %o break up the means of

tonveying intelligence, thua isolating un army from its base as
Woll as ite difrerent corps from emch other, o confuse plans by

%, Froeman, Lee's Dispatohes, p. 41
4 0u Buy IV, ¥ 1, Do 1094
5. Williameon, Losby's fangers, pp. 19, 20




‘The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Under
i i in the law, to fumish a photocopy f these that the

Py notto be “used for any than private study, scholarship or research.” If a user makes a request for or later uses, a

Py or reproduction for purposes in excess of ‘fair use,” that user may be liable for GoF -

toco;

168

5
capturlng dlepatohes, arg g
. ® the ‘ebeots of partisan warfere . e
the military value of a partisan's worg 18 nok messursd
C : gl
e amount of Property destroyod, or e

the number of men Elllsd o
T OAp=
tured, bat by the mumber he kesps watohing, Every soldler with

drawn £rom Eho fromt %o guard the Toar of an army is eo much

. sagen from 188 T1ghting strengthe® g0 £u12131 guon dutles
waa

Tet saye Mr, #1lllismeon, "Mhere was a
& fasolnation in the 1ife of & Ranger

& hasardous undertaking,

i the ohanging soenes, the

wild sdventure, and oven the dangers themgelves exerted a seductive
influence which atiraoted many o the side of the danhing

. partisan
L ehlef, "

Among the moot intereoting of the s:rnn;u organized for ranger
servigs wer: "Terry's Texan Hongers,” "The Louisiana Zonsves,"

"lorgan's Command," and "Lwooby's Rangers,” Enowing the reputation

of the Texas Rongers snd realizing the need of such a eorps in

y il his commond, Gemeral Albert Sidney Johnston wrote to the Texas
wAL Bangers requesting them to report to him at Bowling Green whero
#i¥ he was recruilting an army preparatory for the epring onnpaign.

Sines General Johnstonm promised that they should be an indepen-
dent unit while they remained undsr hims, they voted to go %o
Kentusky and reported to Johnston mbout the middle of November,

4 %eon after their arrival in i the o ]

o Pederal soout, and smong the papers was s letter whioch said:

&, Ibid, p. 25 |
7. Ibid, p, 28 |
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"the Texas Rangere are as quisk ug lightning, They rids Lixe
Arabe, 0hoot like arohors gt

N p a‘::r:;:u Z1Eht Like the davil,=8
iy speatacular in appearance Im:‘ g

: quite the objeot of interess and
oy eurloslty os Copen's battalion of Toulsiana Zousves., This gome
I\g. mand was 00pled after the Fremch "Bouaves 4'Afrique® and were
:: Frewoh in every detall. The offigisy language was Prenon; and

the unifor=s and soooutrements Irom gaiters mnd vory baggy trousers
%o simll oups with blue tassels parohed above the shaven forelogk -
81l seemed to come direstly from Franoe, The whole was a con=
glomeration of red, white, and blue, but the white was not oop=
sploucus, showing only on the guiters, The wearers must have been
& veritable sight! The Zouaves, wilch wero made up of five aom=
panien, offered themselves for servige at the outbresk of hostil-
itles and fought me a wnit wntil aftor the battle of Big Bethel

in June, 1661; then De Gouwrney's compuny known as the Gth oompany
of Copen'e battalion was detasched and put into the heavy artillery,
The other four sompanies commanded by Major Wheat, who had fought
in the Orimes, ressined in the infambry.? A year after this

Teorganization Major Whest wes killed in the Seven Daye Battle
Sround Rlohmond and his company was severely out up. What was
1% of the zousves, was organized in ome ompany under Oolomel

8s Posey, "A Story of Terry's Texas Bangers,” Jonfelerate
Yetoran, April, 1924, v. 38, pe 1387
9 Oonfederste Vete v. 86, p. 4£B, Nov. 1928
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papers and incorperated with Biyes's Loutsiaps pry de
. En This
rempant was then known as the "loulelana Tigery, = It T.vu b
- . 8 beon
and "Tigerg Ehat they coula surmount any
ebstacle and would fage any situstion,

sald of the "Zouaves~

Tike the modle wheat,
thoy preferred to be in the thickent mrt of the battls.
braver trooye could have beem found in Lee'

Bo

8 army than those two
sorps of Hangers,l0

411 that was sald of the effiolenay, daring, or bravery of
the "Texaa Tigers” and the "Loulslana Zouaves” could be sald of
the even more famous "Morgan's Command™ and "Mosby's Bangers,®
Just as soom as the oall %o arms Bounded, Morgan, who wne then
engaged in o prospercus business in Lexington, Kentmaky, immediately
Es¥e up hie business, organized a aompany of about two hundred,
and womt over to tha Confedorate lines, Thore he 8090 won &
mane for himself ne a daring raider, In 1882 he had command of
& cavalry company under Gemeral Bragg, but the regular army 1ife
‘4 0% hold the fasoinstion for him as did partisan warfare,
Thersfore in 1863, Genersl Morgan withirew his oommand from the
Tegulsr army and again operating se an independent unit made
Sxfensive raids into Zemtuoky and Ohlo, Moving with a swiftness
B3 daring tast defied oapture, he destroyod millions of dollare
Wrth of property, tore up railroads, cut telegraph wires, and

burned bridges, [In Desembor of that yesr, Joneral lorgan was

o DPe El2+21l4, Jung 19233
1923

10s Confederate Veboram, v. 21
s PPs Fﬁ‘. August,
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caught by the Federals and imprispeq in the Ohlo state Pemts
on=

tlery. EVen the penitentiary gonls 1ot hold 80 dsring a lead
. ader

as Morgan. Ho esgaped through an underground

; tunnel umd, onge
wiibin the Confederate Liues, began ts arganise another ;.m
pondent bund, Surgeon Lesiser Promiosd the pesple that if they

would asslat Jener.l Morgan in mounting and ®qulpping twoe hundred

of hle men, that the men thus rganized would mount the resainder

of fhe gommand thomselves in the rear of the enemy'e lines. S0

groat was tho respoct of the psople in the Somkh for shis Feneral

and his grest sorvice to the @auas, that the oltizens of Augusta,
9

deorgia, contributed ten thousand dsllars towards equipping his
new commande?!  General Morgan seemed to have ms troubls in
rearulting men for his service; in faot, men were 8o mmrious to
Join She grest leader that i brought about disastrous results to
the regular army. General Lee on January 20, 1864, enlisting the
ald of the Prosident wrote him as followa:

I heard some days sinoce thut several of this army mestl
Loulsianians that were in or passed shrough Eichmond wers Jo{nin.g
Genl lorgun's command, I wrote to the Seoy of War on 553 subjeot
& Toquonted 1t m;’m be stopped. Since then I have reo” other
Svidenges of the faot, A mémber of my staff informs me that Dr.
s W. Hanoock of Jackson Hospltal Richmond stated to him yester-
day, that a recrul ting officer of Cenl Morgan has visited his
Hoapital, promised the men olothing & two months furlough, &
hat 25 or 30 convalescents whom ho was sbout to send to him army,
dosorted & he understood were forwarded to Decatur, Geo.: IF. !
Hancook also stated thet he heard from 200 o 250 men in other
howpitals hoi beem ordered swny. I 8m sure that Jenl Norgan would
T8lther countemance or authorize such progeedinge, but I know how
Ensorupulous muny men are in ralsing oo o8, Tou will ses Lf ¢
this conduot is allowed that all diseipl 8 destroyed & our |
Srmies will be ruined.

11, uhig, Jamsary 1, 1864
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. I have therefore
to thiB Army & that mo"&;g‘::: Hhat a1l
f1lielt conduot be punished,l2 0 have

these men be returned
been ongaged in this

BWever unsorupulous 69me of General liorgan's resruiting
sfficera, the oommand was raised and made wany daring ralds
during that yesr in Termessee. ome ny 1§
wiile atatloned in o farshouse near m-::;v::::i‘a::'b:::au:t:f“- ; |
eral was surrounded by a body of Federal troops and, sttespiing :
%o eseape, Wao shot and inetantly killsd, The deathof Gemeral
lorgan ended the ocareer of one of the most famous bands of Parti-
san Rangers and robbed the Confederaoy of ome of its mont daring
and illuetrous leadera,

Forhaps the most well-imown group of rangers and the greatest
wag thet imown ne "Nesby's HEangers” commanded by Colonel John
Singleton Mosby, a Virginian and a lew graduste of the University
of his atate. Whon Virginia entored the Confederscy, he enlisted

8% onee in a oavalry compauy, the Washington Mounted Bifles, which was

later incorporated in the Firet Hegiment of Virginis Cavalry. it
the reorgnnization of the companies Just prior to the passago of
the first conseript act, Mosby was chosen by Oeneral J. H. Be

Stuert as en independent Soout. Aoting in this capucity, he was
the firet one to make the oirouit of the Fedoral forcea around
Rlohmond, He aleo actod as a guide $o Qemersl Stuart in his
famous ruid around MoClellan's army in 1862,

During Moshy's service as a sgout, he realized that there

12, Freeman, Leo's Dispatches, ppe 121, 158
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he urged General Stuart go Eive him o smayy detell of men which he

might operste until he eould OTEANiLe & oommand, Just ae in the

& was refused, but he oo wme

given o letter Tesommending him to Sensral Juokeon
.

osso of Golomel Smith, the reques
who was then
eperating mesr Gordaneville, Virgintia, Boon after this, Moshy

was captured and sect $o 014 Capltol Prison in #sohington. when
he was releassd from prison, but whils stiil on the prison ship,
he happened to overhear ocnverastions about the movemensa af
Federal troops - which information would be of great service to
the Confederacy. Gonsequently, ae soon as he wos exchanged, Moshy
bastened with his informetlon to Genersl Lee. In sppreciation of
thls great service, the Eresldent promoted Nosky to a captain,

and Genersl Lee granted him permisalon $o procesd at onee to
erganiee the independent command for whish he hed been wishing

for g0 longsl2 s fires, uesby wae given o detail from his o1d

Tegimont, the First Virginis Oavalry. &ince this was tho time
When the brilliant schievements of Stuart, Jaskson, Fitzhagh Les,
the Loudoun hangers, and obher fomous gavalry companies wero fill-
ing the breasis of the young cavallers "with romantie vislons snd
ardent desires to emter upon this 1ife of wild mdventure,"
Oaptain Mosby soon obtalned & suffiolent mumbor of volunteers to

13, Williumeon, Mosby's Hangers, ps 17
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form his commnd, and the detailes Men, with o fow exoeptions
vero @ont buok £9 thelr compamy,lé :

Sefore many monthe Yooky had attracted o
tion by hio daring achisvemants, snd men game

She country to jolin him,

Erezt dpal of atten-
from all :\nrla. of
0ffigers restgmea pesitionn in the

regular army and oime to Mosby to serve as mivatensd® zven sne
famad srmics of the 014 worla were not wlthout reprosentatives

in te ranks. ¥ The men mete uwp thie oomuand ware, however, for

the most part from Loudoun, Pairfax, snda Pauqulor Counties and wers,
a8 & whole, Yory high-type soldiers, They were, many of them,

young mem in the very flush and rrime of youth, beardless boye

who had run sway from home to jolm mnw.n Dr's Momtelrs 1n

bls volume of reminisgences of Mooby's command saye that overy

Ban knew Shat the alighteet sugplolon of dishonesty or cowsrlioce
woald omnsign him at once to the diegrace of expulsion; and nlthough
there must have boen some in the ocompany who had streaks of mean=

Hess, that after three years of service with the regulsr ormy, he
eould say that he had never witnessed among olght hundred men and
9ffloers more true courage und chivalry or s higher sense of

Gonor blended with less vice, selfishness, and mesnness than he

4. Ibid, p. 17
16, Alexander, Wosby's , P« B6. Lennon
! from the f,on[afm ﬂwn Joined na pri
extinotlon of that regiment.
16, williamson, Mowby's Eangers, ps 26
17, Alexander, Mosby's Men, Pe 24

and Dee Shane
ivaten upon the
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found in his offioisl intercourse wity the Partissn Battalien,
Mosby's Rangers had no CENDS. 4B Gemeral Moeby eaid: .;‘
they bad gome into camp they would B00m have ull been captured,
they would scatter for safety and gather 8% =y oall like the ohile
drem of the miata™® yyueyy however, befors disbanding, a place
wus deaigmeted at which to meet and Sourisrs were appointed whose
duty it was to nftuy the men whenever an oprortunity was eesn for
s succonsful attack,?? Yo wonder that to the Pederal oavalry in
pursult, 1t wos like chasing a Fil1l-0'~tha=wisp, loshy, ascording
te hic own statement, "wms never a 8Py, " and his warfare "was always
such 88 the lawe of war allow, "k Tovertheless, disregarding
oxtablishod rules,® he fought upen & primeisle whish his enemies

sould nelther disgover nor guard sgainet, Mo wan in thelr front,

in their rear, on their flank - at one place today, and tomorrow
in thelr camps at a point fur distant, “The same party that
prowled among the Federal camps in Palrfax one night would be

. 1 18: Wlliamacn, Mosby's Rangers, ps 265
i 19, 1Ibid, p. 20, note &
B0y Alexander, Mosby's Men, pe 27
£5. Ome of his men said;

£ls Williomeon, Moshy's Rangers
"o a,:u mmﬁ"ﬁa— r&l. version of the 'Golden
Hule' Do unto the other !ollml' as he would do unto you -

and do it firet." Alexands: sby's Men, pe 18
22, One of Mosby'e men sald: "We were not out ﬂ‘J.nar.r-Hns
Hardea’s tactics,” Alexander, Mosby's Men,
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galloping among Sheridan®
rising of tl» second sun,

® WAgen tralns in the Valley befors the
Zhe 800Ut thak orouched in the apray
of the Great Falls and essured himselz Shat 'sll's quiet along the
rotomao tonight', tomorrow would droam of home and loved ones on
s graosy bank whils the shensndoeh lulled him with her murnurings
o hor kindred stm."ga By his eneatos, Mosby was thought to be
almont obiquitous. What he lacked in nusboera he compensated for
5 by the oolerity of his movements and the boldness of his attacks,
Be genorally fought against odds, often great odds, He seldom
wiited $o regelve a charge, but nearly always sought %0 make the
stteok.®  A1tnough ariven from the onntry one day, the next day
bo wae reported as "dealing dammation around the lsnd™ in & half=
dozen d1fforent places.®® Mosby was too much for the Pedersl
Arey, 26
That Mosby rendered an invaluable service to the Confedsrate
oanse and that he wae held in high eoteem by his enemien is shown
by the tributes which were paid him by his commnding generals

during the war and by his enemies sinee that confliot ended.
Goneral Stuart oald of him: "Major Mosby's command is the only

83, Ibid, ps 16
24 Williamoon, Mosby's Rangers, p. £6
25, Alexander, Wosby's Nem, ps £9

26 Be W, Jomos in his book l and aaye;
W :uod more Stuarts, % %u
-nn who know how to 85X them mm ut odd times
and places and in wxpwhl. waye." Pe
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ﬁ::‘;:!“:i:’n::::'.:::;of. : ho ususlly operates with
" Gonersl Loo on the twemsy=

first of January, 1864, when Fedommending him for prometion to a
1leutensnt-oolonel sdds: "I do thie in ordor to show him that
nle sorvioss have been approclated and %o endourage him $o etill
greater aotivity and geal,” Later, on ipril 1, 1864, after enumer=
ating She bands of Partisan Hangers he 8aid:  “Lisutenant-Colonel
Mosby han done excellent servics and from the reports of oltlzems
and others I an inolined o belleve that ha e atrick in lesiplineS?
and o proteotion to the country im whish he operates, 128

dinoce the war, those who were then Mosby's foes have pald
fribute %0 him whioh lo just as great ms thst pald him by his own
pmerala, Mr, Burr in his book Ihe Lifs of Gemeral Philip H.
Sheridan spesks of Mosby os one of the most remarkable of Oom=
fedorate ouvalrymen snd remarks thet "the partisan leader of
Borthorn Virginin deserves & place in any reforense to the doinge
and deede of the Oonfederate troopers” and that "he decerves it

ETs Ome of Mooby's men say® of the Hangers; "The truth la,
wo were an undisoiplined lot, During the twelve months
of wy service I lenrmed but four commands - fall im
and count off by fours, march, olose up, and oharge,
There weo enother zovement . . » b0t slbtogether unfimiliar
known ss the "skedaddle®, tut I never heard the command

2 808 %o leave the soons of actlon, each
“mgnrlin!l.“:ut :ﬁ own selvetion and "skruck for home
smi fireside” by hls own particular paths e dissolved
1ike the mist "befors thelr wary eyes u‘l.ll.llﬂ.:' and left
them nothing to follow." Alexender, Mesby's lan, pPe

9=

26, Williameon, Moshy's fangers, ps 17

that the
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