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Tell ...m Esmn <o= n_zsx 3 n_.:m mno.%. n_.n_n n-.m link no mcmn your comment.
vom.non on 64/26 at. 08:22 >= .

.Amma:am ‘Minnie-Ha-Ha Gustalow) think-*=:it's- a: &Ew _Bn «.nﬁc_ocm‘ s

Posted on 04/26 at 08:22 AM

end to nonsense like this!

Posted on 04/26 at 08:22 AM _
The Native Armericans should .v.m. honored..

Posted on 04/26 at 08:22 AM

seems that the NCAA is out looking for problems, rather than solving the ones it has.

Posted on 04/26 at 08:23 AM

respect, not derision.

mnonnnn..@‘i any :E::mﬂ Esm .

Posted on 04/26 at 08:23 AM

Ha Custalow that this is getting ridicuious.

ﬂownﬁn 0: ﬂh\ Nm ﬂn Q@.NW b:

- We should stop using the "Tribe" :mBm &rid return’to using ..H:&m:m. mr:.» mWo,zmmmm 16 go.
You know it's'time:to move.on to- mo_.:mws_:o more- _Euonmnn when m<m= our msnumz.?m:am

Jay Black
Yet another stupid example of political correctness run amok! We need to rise up and put a swift

Charles Lambent

“Roger Canrion

The NCAA should have better things to do than look for non-existant problems. Your companion
piece about says it all: "You know, sometimes this type of thing can get a litile bit ridiculous.” It

Robert Greene

e rm‘qmtd,w..m—.o”.—.t )

1 would think the American Indian would be proud that we use their names. We use them out of

I don't believe "tribe” is a negative word to Native Amenicans. I agree with Gertrude Minnie-Ha-

Kirsten Sanderford

e

Posted on 04/26 at 08:23 AM

know, nothing but respect is meant by the title. I vote for not giving up the name. Mary
Coleman, Wm & Mary 71, '75, and '79.

http://www.timesdispatch.com/serviet/Satellite? pagename=RTD/MGArticle/RTD_BasicA...

I seam to remember that William and Mary had an Indian Schoof from way back m history, That
may be the onigin of the "Tribe.” The girls play Lacrosse which is an Indian game. As faras I

Mary Coleman

4/27/2005
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n-n-mna on 04/26 at’ 08:23 AM

Thisis just another case of political correctness’ ao:m wild. Let the name stand! Robbie Ho_:_mo:
Univ. of Richmond Class of 1976

Robbie Johnson

‘Posted on 04/26 at 08:23 AM

The use of the Indian names gives hanor to Indian culture. There 1s no way that it can be
offensive. What 15 next are we going to change the names of states that get the name from the
Indian tribe that lived on the land i.e. Utah from the tribe Ute. By the way that is the name for
the Umiversity of Utah.

bk

Steve Schutze

—uOmnmn.oq. O.n\na at08:23 AM
: cm__m<m wrmﬁ ﬂ_m 20p> Is: oqmaﬁmuvz._u nm wocnam

~

5 2._6 m_ﬂcm_n_os S.:mn :m,m rmvum:mn_.no. .

Thére is_nio way to please. m<mJ._6=m.. S0, .Emw leave this’ muo.nm.,.me..,.. .Em.hios.n.
_um mw_m to call’ 3< high. mnsoo_ the Maroan Wave; because. someond doesn'tlike the: color red:
.E_m i:o_m m_n:mﬁ_o? asi mmm ; I8 ::Em:ﬁmn rmn s Bmxm »mm 205 ¢ snm _nm. name.’

A S . N S ..nmwunmnmmi.

Posted on 04/26 at 08:23 AM

Having attended W&M, I am proud of my aima mater, as well as its athletic mckname. In my
opien, the name "Tribe” in no wav denigrates Native Americans. In fact, 1 believe it honors
them. If there are concerns regarding this 1ssue, I think the best course of action would be to
ask the Native Americans themnselves, of which there are numerous "tribes” located in Virginia!

Rick Rowland !

_uomnonu on bh\wm Nn 09; Qw #:

 Ehink it uo_un.nm_ no:dnﬁ:nmm ‘Butthe no"_mom §= Emzn no um m nrm nooa uqmnmm.o:sm...
.z_:o:E Ovucncn_ﬁmm mom&.. or irmﬂmqmq it'is; m:a ?3_ ! nm<m.

: S Richard
Posted on 04/26 at 09:04 AM

This 1s ridiculous. There 1s nothing offensive about the mickname “Tribe™ for W&M, or
"Seminocles" for Florida State, or Illinois *Fightin® Hiini", or any other team nickname that
reflects an American Indian heritage. Instead of worrying about trivia like mandating politically-
correct team nicknames, the NCAA should find a way to get member institutions student-athlete
graduation rates on a leve] with W&M. If this mitiative succeeds, what about other
"questionable” respected team names like “Blue Devils" (religious objections} and “Fightin’
Irish™ (offensive to people of Irish descent everywhere who choose not to fight), etc? Pro
nicknames like the Redskins, Braves, Indians, and Warriors gotta go too. How 'bout those
"tribes” on the TV show "Survivor®...get rid of them. The name "Yankees"” might offend people
in the South....maybe they should change it tool In short, for the NCAA to make institutions like
WE&M waste time and money studying this non-issue ts absurd. Memo to NCAA: GET OVER IT,
AND PAY ATTENTION TO THINGS THAT MATTER.

Jim Evans

R. on' a.axua at o. a»:

P 1 A . i T

. rmﬁ.m,ww...v g

,U,m_..w..—u‘m_,...ua_...
Posted on 04/26 at 09:06 AM

This 15 political correctness taken to an extremne. "Tribe" is a reference to a school for Native
Amencans that operated on the campus 1n the 18th century. The mascot is celebrating the rich
history of a great university and is not denigrating anyone. People concerned about this issue

http://www.timesdispatch.com/serviet/Satellite?pagename=RTD/MGArticle/RTD BasicA... 4/27/2005
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Native American reservations. Matt McGuire "S5

ear and ‘dear to 3< ‘heart: You ean notoo

of oEmQEmm ‘ofito m.égm m_mm mm smvu< within woc_...wm_m and: “youwill: wm :
:o_” love <o_.z.mm_m n_ﬁ: vou will niot _um nmumzm of truly: _o<__:u m:<o=m o« mnﬁrﬁa.‘m“mm.

Posted on 04/26 at 09:06 AM

color and culiure out of this country and it's sad.

a._.m&_s....%w%ﬁ... -

Posted on 04/26 at 09:06 AM

CR BLACK LIBERAL WHO BROUGHT THIS UP RIGHT?

?mn& on onxmm at cm.nanbz

Posted on 04/26 at 09:40 AM

to make people happy than to do what's right.

a5 Soqm __....u wn.m_._n Emmﬁ mﬁ“maﬁ Spi

Page 5 of 13

ought to focus on real problems like the substance abuse and unemployment problems plaguing

Matt McGuire

ce.. m.#m imu ot offended .vk.nrm use.of

ar 3m< are not. We can :o_n live i’ 5 ummﬂ S:w :Emn o# mon.im.i m_a __<m.m.....~,n.=.,.nm‘< mo..,.nm,ﬂ

E.smvnw._# you do

It's just ridicufous for W&M to change their rame. The politically correct are sucking the life,

MElanie

at; peoplé-who ._.me_m.
:m:..mm?mm. N What. :mﬁo _um._.>o Lobk out ‘ﬂm_.ﬂmu_sm wEm Im:m m:n mv_ m«mh <u=.,.3m<..mm;=mx¢‘ ‘

‘Gilbert Button

THIS IS A JOKE RIGHT, IM OF NATIVE DESCENT AND I THINK ITS GREAT, ILL BET ITS A WHITE

BRAD JONES

.._0_2.- ni-..-:

Are there not more important stories in the news today, such as how to properly punish sex
offenders? Or how about assessing the state of our public schools so that no more students are
raped in auditoriums like m Columbus, Ohio? Ch, that's nght. I forgot that it is more important

Loreigh Kildare

S0 A T e

MY M e i A 1AM €18 | AN SRR AR K ATV

. Fac i jin of chool's .Smmnonq For. vmmco:..
canhiock-atthe originai charter for the schoal from 1618 and figurethat ene otiti!!

hitp://www.timesdispatch.com/serviet/Satellite?pagename=RTD/MGArticle/RTD BasicA...

s sake;

7

you

4/27/2005



TimesDispatch.com | W&M assesses use of 'Tribe' name Page 6 of 13

Marg Scott

Posted on 04/26 at 09:40 AM

As 2 proud graduate of W&M, I agree with Mary Colemnan and Rick Rewland. William and Mary
did indeed have an Indian school in the 18th century. That's the origin of the nickname. I aiso
recall that we changed from "Indians” to "Tribe" in the 70's to be more politically correct. Now
5 _ that's not enough? Are native Americans. offended, or honored? The offence was 200 years.of
genocide, Not hononng native Amencan heritage will not correct that.

Michael Barnes

.n

Posted on 04/26 at 09:41 AM

It appears that the true Native Americans of Virginia do not have a problem with the use of the
name "Tribe" for the W & M teams, so why Is there a question? Politcal correctness and the
nanny state. There are too many people runming around with way too much time on their hands
and they have ordained themselves to be better qualified than the rest of us to make decisions.
Keep the name. David Ropelewski

David Ropelewski

SCtiLil of its miu.:m_..
ckname out of a reat -

S m-ﬁ..oa#u.ﬁun
Posted on 04/26 at 09:41 AM
Among the more important issues of our n._m$ this appears...

- ..:i McAvoy

RORE n_i_w”au_.m__m....ﬂ

Posted on B4/26 at 09:46 AM

Sports teams choose a mascot with characteristies which they (and their fans) can admure.
Team names attributed to Native Amertcans are selacted because they reflect qualities such as
courage, tenacity and a strong spirit. Can vou imagine a team cheosing a nama solely to ridicule
itself, a name that reflects weakness ar cowardice? (Go you Virginia Benedict Arnolds!}

Buddy Ward

sten:to their no:nmqn ._.:msw <oc moq Bm _:m vmov_m ,wEm..m Om nr_w _uommau_ nmn_,mnmno:,oﬂ m
n..o:v of. vmou_m : . : . . o

ww::mmmwmuwmmx.
Posted on 04/26 at 10:10 AM

If the Native Americans of Virginia have no objections to the nickname, then I think there s no
problem with the nickname *Tribe.’ William and Mary has gotten away from its originai nickname
and mascots, so thew new mascot and less-specific nickname are much more politically correct.

S

LIPS

http://www.timesdispatch.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=RTD/MGArticle/RTD_BasicA... 4/27/2005
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Kathy King .

Posted on 04/26 at 10:35 AM
Political correctness has gone WAY foo far, its evolved into political stupidity!?

s AL

Howard MacKinnon

vomnon o: Oh\ Nm Nn un.mu >=

. z._m Enn_onmé~ ﬁ_._ s no Bmﬁ_o: Ow zm.n_sw >_.=m:nm_.~m of H_..&mzm.
| group corprising numerous. families, clans or generations” while'a tribesman
embet of a tribe:" The: NCAA‘needs to. get-over itsglf and; like Someone else’ "

o wn m._ ﬂmnm on mqma:mn.:u mn:_mﬁmm and on:m_. _mmnmm i mns_ Stc ﬁ..oa_.mam...._.,mm,\m‘

Posted on 04/26 at 10:58 AM

William and Mary used to be the "Indians” but changed the name to Tribe out of respect for
those Native Americans that believed the mascot was not respectful, Please note 1h the 1700's,
the Coliege opened a school for locai Native American boys and men if they wanted to {eam to
read, write etc. The origin of the name 1s connected with the history of the school, and its
geography. It would be more unusual if the mascot were something artificial like - "Tigers
some other ammal not found in Tidewater.

R

"]

or

Lauren Morgan

s

Posted on 04/26 at 11;:11 AM

As a William and Mary alumnus, I regard the mickname *Tribe" with pride for my schoo! and its
heritage with regard to Virginia's Native-Amencan tribes. Let's not revise history to forget that
WE&M was originally an Indiar school, not just the alma mater of founding fathers Jefferson and
Wythe.

Tim Padgett

L e o

DL #unmomn.umvn.u\

Posted on 04/26 at 11:16 AM

Why people, especrally fellow Native Americans, can't sea that Indian mascots are derogatory s
bevond me. Mascots perpetuate an image of our pegpie as less than human, carteonssh,and
“the noble red man®. Why not honor teams with names like Atlanta blacks, New York Jews, etc.
Doesn't sound right does it?

Homer Wiggins

e T

:E_qu:m that miore wnn,aﬂmwm_< feflectsither m:...d::&nm. suich'as The Wrens: oﬂ.ﬂ..m“ Powder -

1 N A o 8 i
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Coe T E Dale MoTTis:

Posted on D4/26 at 11:38 AM
1 am an American Indian; Pencbscot and Cherokee. Somebody, somewhere has waaaaay too
_much time on ther hands to worry about the name of the college ball teams. There should be  }

more concern about the functional illiterates’ our colleges are foisting out into the world with
degrees. Move on to the real problems facing our schools.

Toni

Brenda Davis

Posted on 04/26 at 11:39 AM

Political correctness gohe overboard. I'm a W&M grad and I would hate to see the name have to
be changed. There are certainiy bigger issues, injustices and offenses that should take priority
.over changing a sports team’'s name. Let's focus on those.

Katherine

b ersee e

Barry Woody

Posted on 04/26 at 12:11 PM
Was this story suppesed to run on April 1?7 Big time colfége athletics are in totai disarray,
graduation rates stink 1n many of the perennial powerhouses, and performance enhancng drugs
are an issue. I really don't see the hanm in using “Tribe" as a name for W&M'’s athletic teams.
Maybe to satisfvy the pcers they should name themselves after something W&M has plenty
of...bricks. Of course, I imagine the basketball teams would be OFFENDED if they had to play as
the William and Mary Bricks! GO BIG RED!

[rr———

BiH Patteson

Py

Posted on 04/26 at 12:36 PM

I'm sorry the Indans out west are so bitter about their heritage. As a Christian I believe the
NCAA should aiso be looking at all the mascots who are Devils. I don't like that! Perhaps an
atheist might also object to those mascots and nicknames who are Saints. Go Tribe!t! Tom
Blekicki, W & M Class of "656

._.o_.m. Blekicki

Posted on 04/26 at 01:06 PM

There are all kinds of “tribes” all over the world, just as there have been, are now, and will be in
the future all kinds of "warriors,” and “braves,” and "natives” efc., etc., efc...... Please can we
just GET OVER these "showboat” efforts to avoid "offending” every group that decides it has
some sort of "identity" to protect? We (as 3 society) are n¢ more Interested in "not offending
them than they are genuinely interested in “preserving” anything other than any special
benefits/status that their "cuitural identity” might convey. And, for the record, I am of American

http://www timesdispatch.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=RTD/MGArticle/RTD BasicA... 4/27/2005
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Samoan descent and my husband has an Ircquols a..mm?m&:a?ogg back there somewhaere.

Alice Looney

‘Chris Lane

Posted on 04/26 at 01:50 PM

It really shouldn't take W&M too long to compose a letfer to the NCAA advising it to get a grip
and find something of substance to worry about. I hope they are just waiting for the new Prez
to bless such a letter. If he spends more than 10 mimnutes on this before bursting mto laughter,
the search committee failed. Now, if the Roundheads want to do something about that Virginia
Cavalier...talk about taking sides! Up Cromwell!

Steve Haner,

Class of 76

Posted on 04726 at 02:00 PM
It's pretty funny the venerable Times Dispatch would solicit comment on this. The paper aiready
knows exactly the [ine of comments they will receive. Maybe the TD is taking a clue from Fox

s

Todd Rogers

P

Posted on 04/26 at 63:01 PM

Hi's sad to see that being "offensive” to someone means the nght to free speech should be
abridged. If anything offends someone, that minority personfgroup has the right to boycott or
lobby against it o change the opinions of the majority m the minority favor. Neither the
munority or majority rules this way. But to flat out say that sanctions should be placed against a
team, government or person because they "offended someone” is not constitutional, rather it is
a proeduct of some dictatoriai, *committee” oligarchy. You can't make everyone happy, especially
when a group 1s diametrically opposed to the majority. If the munarity cannot sway majority
opinion, then the minority should just deal with it instead of making the majority suffer loss of
their nght fo self-expression. This goes beyond sports, it is for any expression.

o

ke sasker

[T R R R —
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Posted onh 04/26 at 03:02 PM
1 agree with Bill Miles, there's a lot more important issues needing attention than schools with
Idian mascots. Let's get real here.

e ko

© ' -stephatiie

Posted on 04/26 at 03:02 PM
I was a student at W&M in the iate "80s. This issue came up then by campus "progressives” to
change the Tribe mascot because it was insensitive. Someone came up with the brilliant idea of
asking the tribes in Virginia what they thought and they all were proud to be associated with the
College. For some reason, the “progessives” ended their quest. It seems history is repeating

L0 Chiatles Absher

Posted on 04/26 at 03:22 PM
American colonists referred to Amencan Indians as "savages.” That would be a bad team name.

But when W&M calls their team the Tribe, they obviously mean something positive. *Tribe" has
an upbeat connotation and Implies camaraderie.

Mr.

Mark Smith

Poste«t on 04/26 at 04:00 PM
Frankly, I am sick and tired of "changing times and growing awareness and sensitivityl. Cali ME
insensitive, but I find nothing remoteiy offensive about The Tribe. I just hope the collage will not
fall prey to the demon calied Political Correctness. What a shame the NCAA continues to igrere
and avoid the truly serious 1ssues, and allows a ridicuious committe like this to justify its
existence by debating mascots.

L P p Y S
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Posted on 04/26 at 04:01 PM
A completely artificial, manufactured "issue” with no real weight or import. Absolutely a waste
of ink and paper.

Posted on 04/26 at 04:54 PM

Another example of misplaced priorities by the NCAA. One would think that the academic
performance of student athletes would be the highest pricrity of the NCAA but the pursuit of
mohey and political correctness now reign supreme. The NCAA bureaucracy has outlived its
usefulenss to intercoliegiate athietics.

Ronald Jordan

Posted on 04/26 at 04:54 PM

In no way shouid William and Mary be included with these other schools. The feather in the WM
logo is the only possible reference to Indian culture at the school. The mascots name 1s “Ebirt"
which everyone should be able to see is Tribe spelled backwards. The mascot is a green
"gumby® like figure with a tri-cornered hat that represents colonial Williamsburg. It would be a
shame for WM the second oldest University to be forced to change their name.

Scott

Posted on 04/26 at 05;16 PM

Political correctness has become absurd. This 1s such a waste of time for a public university that
has so many other priorities that are so much more important than a useiess NCAA
investigation. Plus, their resources are limited. Tribe denotes a group of Indians and is not a
siur. How could this be offensive to anyone???? I'm sure there is someone out there with
nothing better to do that is upset by this team name. Get a job.

Trey McCallie

Posted on D4/26 at 05:38 PM
There are way too many bored peaple in this world who_ sit around concerned about theuseof § .
the word “tribe” for William and Mary. If the American Indians are not concerned and do not feei
disrespected, where 15 the problem? The mere fact that this logo for William and Mary students,
alumnae, and fans produces excitement, support, loyatty and enthusiasm should say something
about its value. What's next? The Atianta Braves nead to be brainstorrmmng a politically correct
logo for themselves? When does this overkill mentality end?

.

Sara Vale
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Posted on 04/26 at 05:39 PM
Political correctniess has gone too far!! I'm not even sure whether to use the term "Native
American® or "American Indian." My family has Indian ancestry and I certainly don’t see the use
of such mascot names as disrespectful. The NCAA should not waste its time on such a “tempest
In a teapot” when there are real issues to be addressed. NCAA, get a gripl!

G

ary

Posted on 04/26 at 07:16 PM
1 went fo a William and Mary game for the first time last fall. I am Chickahominy and I went
with a friend that is Pamunkey. He said, some time ago, he had been asked to ride down the
middle of the field wearing a breech cloth and a war bonnet. He politely declined. During the
game that I attended, the stands were filled to capacity with people {I have to say that they
almost all appeared to be White Angio-Saxons} who were gestering as though throwing a
tomahawk, yeiling "Go Tribe!* Many had paint stniped ziong their cheeks. I stopped and asked a
few people if they knew of the tribes in Virginia. All responded "What tribes?" By the time I left I
was deeply disturbed and saddened. I vowed not to go to anv other W&M games. I strongly
suggest reading the articie The Racist Mascot from Urbana-Champaign - Why You Should Boo
Illinots By FRANCIS BOYLE. It gives a fresh view point on this behavior. I also suggest knowing
why and how W&M got therr few onginal Native students, and why now they don't recruit
students from the VA Native population.

Melissa

Posted on 04/26 at 07:40 PM

Realizing that there are many more and greater things in American Indian history that justify
pride, I don't know whether Amencan Indians should feel "proud” of having the name “Tribe"
assigned to the William and Mary athletic endeavors. I do know, though, that I feel
tremendously proud of the historically grounded, common-sense reactions to this non-issue that
have been demonstrated by those of our Virgima Indians who have addressed it. Pamunkey
chief William Miles and Mattaponi historian Gertrude "Minrie Ha-Ha" Custalow cleatly possess
the wit and the humanity to realize that an institution does not adopt for its teams the name of
something that it intends to dishonor. It is precisely this kind of wit and humanity that has
characterized every contact that I have had with members of our Virgima iribes. The name of
thew family/social unit does the College of William and Mary honor, and I hope that they will
permit that name to remain.

Sharon Chang

hitp://www.timesdispatch.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=RTD/MGArticle/RTD_BasicA... 4/27/2005
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Posted on 04/27 at 09:01 AM

_Tribe is not @ word unique to “native Americans”. There are "tribes* all over the earth. The_
NCAA should spend more time making sure minority athletes graduate and iess time worrying
about someone bemng offended. You can find someone who 1s offended by anything if you ook

hard enough.

Bruce Grant
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culture and among whom leadership

. s typically neither formalized nor

Y™ permanent. A political, ethnic, or

| ancestral division of ancient states

- and cultures, especially: Any of the
three divisions of the ancient

" Romans, namely, the Latin, Sabine,
-and Etruscan. Any of the 12 divisions
of ancient Israel. A phyle of ancient
Greece. A group of people Sharing an
occupation, mterest, or habit: g tribe
of graduate students. Informal, A
large family. Biology: A taxonomic
category placed between a subfamily
and a genus or between a suborder
and a family and usually containing
several genera. - The American
Heritage Dictionary of the English
Language, Fourtn Edition, Copyright
2000, by Houghton Mifflin Co.
tribe (trb) n. An occasional

taxonomic category placed between a
subfamily and a genus or between a
suborder and a family and usually
containing several genera. - The
American Heritage Stedman’s
Medical Dictionary Copyright 2002,

* Q‘
Tribe defined 2001, 1995, by Houghton Mifflin Co.
o , . Main Entry: tribe. Pronunciation:
Don’t change the Tribe name. Just. tr1b. Function:
drop the feather and replace 1t noun. a
. Qﬁmm must be . . & cate
gory of
Hmmwmoa& \ taxonomic
with a i classification
symbol that 7 sometimes
more
. equivalent to
. globally . or ranking
represents the Just below a suborder
Emmmzwm. of the but more commonty
wor mﬁcw ranking below a subfamily. -
mmunm .58 Merriam-Webster s Medicat
below: ) .. Dictionary, 2002, Merriam-Webster
tribe-A unit of sociopolitical Inc.
orgarization consisting of a number . 11
of families, clans, or other groups wﬁfﬁ&w_&ﬁﬁw

Who share a common ance and -
stry James City
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Some say William and
anm use of Tribe as a
 nickname is acceptable.
0§ say it’s derogato-
1y. The NCAA is nterest-
ed enough to ask for
answers.

BY DAVE JOHNSON
a§=wo:®qwm§3rn§ f 2474649

ing or Justifving if. The truth i i
such tiings have always rubbed.
him the wrong wayv.

But simpiy put, William and
Mary’s use of “Tribe” as the
nickname for its sports teams
doesn’t rank high on his list of
concerns,

“Hohestly, . we've been
through this umptéen times,”
said Bass, chief of the Nanse-
mond Tribe in Suffolk. “If it’s -
dofie jii the right maiier, I 8_._"
"have a problem with it. In & 1ot
of insfances, people don't do it
the right way and we don't
appreciate it. But with William

- atid Mary, I don't ses 4 problem

Lwith QmB doing that.”
! Whgther you agree with
+ Bass’ uczcm.. line or not, he's
81»52 right aboit one thing: .
“We. Fme.m been through this
nEEwaa times: In 1998,.2 group.
of mE%Em wantéd the school’s -
Emmnon fo be 4 E.oma:n =-a

that; an alimnusWrotedhiestu--

- dent newspaperito protest | the

mﬁ_ww Bass fsn't ao_Eua«E

%Q_\&\&vu\ﬁmhfk m«\s v n_,./.,\dim

Q\\.\ﬁ vag

Committee contacted mo nem-
per instifutions with American
Tndian nicknames, meiiding

! ...,....,mQEthmm Warriors, Iini ana

mit a self- “analysis to the NCAA
no later than May 1.

Because it was amm._Em with
its NCAA certification process

. and between presidents at the

" - time of the request, William and
Mary has been given an addi-

tional six montlis to cOmpEy.
“We have not started the
process,” said Trike athletic
director Terry Driscoll: “Until
we finish our NCAA self-study
for certification, we're nof going
to be in position to do it. Some-
thing will have to be done fater
this spring or 1n the summer.
“This 15 generally done ouf-
side of the athletic department.

1t's more of an mstitutional.

process. Until we actually gom
and cmmz.- the process, [ can’t
tell you what form or shape it
will take.”

The Minority Opportunities
and Interests Committee 15 ask-
ing eaih of the 30 schoois to
complefe a self-analysis that
includes the nickname’s origin,
the college’s efforts to mform
athletes of its meaning, and hrow

» TRIBE continued from B1

A extersive studywas done here in 1998, and

wedid notfind anyone: offended by the name. It’s.

in keeping with the tradition of the colege. One
of the early missions of W&M was to educate
- Native Americans. Thirty-six of 7,500 students
- here are Native Americans.

BILLWALKER  the Redskins is more om.mﬁmzo:

Williarn & Mary's associate vice president of public affaits on the schoofs nickneme  thai Tribe,” said Tupponee, ww)_
. gut-

the institution relates to the
American Indian community.

Among those the committee.

hopes to hear from: athletes and
administratérs, and local Armer-
1can Indian leaders.

W&M officials say there 1sno
issue with the nicknamne.

vAlt extensive study was
done here in 1998, and we did

not find anyone offended by the -

name,” said-Bill Walker, asso-

crate vice president of public
affgirg. “It's in keeping with the
tradition of the college. One of
the earfy missions of W&M was
to educate Native Americans.

-

Thirty:six of 7,500 students here
are Native Americans.”

The last few vears have seen
several NCAA sciools abandon
nicknames that were seen as
offensive to American Indiang.
St. Johm's, for instance, change
from Redmen to Red Storm.:

Miami of Ohio 18 no lohger the

Redskins — it's the ReédHawks.
Marquette difched Warriors in
favor of Qoﬁwn Eagles.

The Nationali Football
ﬁmmmmm has the ﬁmmrEmﬁou
Redgskins and Kansas' City
Chiefs. Major League Baseball
has the Atlanta Braves and the

cmm of tribal Eo_SmBmm draws-criticism

Cleveland Indians. .EE Nation-
al Basketball Assoclation has

the Golden State Warriors: The |

National Hockev League has

with Reggie Tupponce Jr., pres-
ident of the Virginia Indian
Tribal Alliance for Life. Nei-
ther, for that matter, does
William and Maty's use of
Tribe.

“Some sav a onbm.Em like,

the Upper Mattaponi Tri
side Richmond. While
may be true; it is still offensive.
Tt shows a lack of respect. This
area is so historical. I'm sure
thev could find sorhething else
that Weuld be a good symool.
“I believe tliem when thev

‘sav they mean no. offense, but

offense can still be faken. Iif vou
picked any other ethnic group,
like Africari-Americans or Lafi-
nos, could yousee (a team) pick-
ing & derogatory name that
would offend them? I don’t
thihk any other ethnic group
would tolerate it.”

Staffwriter Marty OrBrien contributed to
this report. &

that ;

—-the Chicago Blackhawks: -+
None of it goes over well
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What’s in a name? That's H:m ncmwﬁ_o: *mo_sm <<m._<_

e — By TOM-ROBINSON; The Virgmian-Pilot - e e

© April 28, 2005
Last updated: 10:42 PM

To a large degree, nicknames of sports teams ma fanciful words designed

TaliNet: to promote identities and honor histories but mostly to sell “officially
Riscuss the dickname licensed” T-shirts.

And we do worship our Lions, Tigers and Bears with the zeal of Knights,
Saints and Presidents.

We defend our Hokies, Hoyas and Hoosiers like Vandals, Vulcans and Vixens, which are all current coliege
nicknames — although reasoning why Utah’s NBA team remains the discordant Jazz 26 years after fleeing New

Orleans is a tough nut.

But that's sort of the point.

It's all a silly game that diverts us from the sficks and stones of the world for a little while. Names don’t matter.

Except they do when the specter of personal insuit or exploitation is raised. Usually, this is done by those put off
by the use of nicknames related fo the American Indian culture.

Now. as far as | know, PETA’s Banana Siug branch was silent when California-Santa Cruz began stamping that
slimy mollusk onto its official letterhead.

I

But a logo with a pair of feathers and a word — Tribe — often used in qm_ﬂm_‘m:om to American Indians would be
certain to draw placards and protest, right?

Not in Williamsburg, at least, where Terry Driscoll toils as William and Mary’s athletic director.

“I only know about the College of William and Mary, and this subject has not been an issue during my time here,”
says Driscoll, who's been on the iob eight years. “l have no reason to assume, based on what | know, that this 1s

an issue we would need to deal with.”

He may have to . considering that the NCAA has asked its members with American Indian-related nicknames fo
check their propriety in a time of sharpened sensitivities.

For now, its committee on minority opportunities and interests just wants to know things like how nicknames such
as Indians and Braves came to be used, as well as a school's educational mission concerning American Indians.

William and Mary, for one, was founded in part to educate Amencan indians. The school, whose teams were once
known as the Indians, receved a six-month extension because of its pending change of presidents and will report
back to the NCAA by November, Driscoll says.

American Indian nicknames are a hot button that pits the right of self-determination against what's nght. Social
and ecenomic agendas charge the matter, and administrators buffet in the winds of pro- and anti-political

correctness.

http://home.hamptonroads.comy/stories/print.cfm?story=85678&ran=68117 4/28/2005
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The Cleveland Indiang’ hame persists, despite their hideous caricature logo, because of a deep history and a
brand identity that sells everything from media rights to souvenir keychains.

But reasonable people can buy an Indians ticket or let even a blatant name like the Washington Redskins roll off
their tongue with no thought of slurring American indians.

oA that-vein- the - William-and Mary-Tribe-seems harmiess e

That, though, is one of the nubs of it: The only way a team starting today would even skirt the fringes of American
Indian names would be if the players were actually American Indians.

Yet. schools that threaten to change their nickname, especially if perceived as bowing to outside pressures, need
to be prepared for some big-money alumni to threaten to tear up their checks.

Such 15 the battle for momentum in the debate.

In the long run, it may not matter in William and Mary’s case that “tribe” is defined as a group of similar people
and-not any particular race of people. :

What might matter, unless the NCAA is willing and able to 1ssue a binding prohibition, 1s whether American
indians support the name and intention.

“When we take care of some of the poverty and crime and drug problems and that sort of thing in this country,
then we’ll worry about names,” Bill Miles, chief of the Pamunkey Indians in King William County, fold the
Richmond Times-Dispatch this week.

Critics can note, though, that the school had no trouble pulling back from the “Indians” nickname in the '80s.

Time, and the NCAA, may determine if it will ultimately need to trade in the Tribe for Royals, Professors or
Garden Weasels.

Reach Tom Robinson at 446-2518 or at tom.robinson@pilotoniine.com

@ 2005 HamptonRoads.com/PiotOnline.com
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A truce for the ._._.mcm

The Virgiman-Pilot
© April 30, 2005
Last updated: 9:59 P

Earlier this year, the NCAA asked 31 universities to study whether their nicknames, mascots or logos are
ofiensive to American Indians. Among those schools is the Coilege of William and Mary, which calls itself the

“Tribe.”

In the lifetime of current students, William and Mary's teams were the “indians,” its mascots dressed in what was
supposed to be Indian garb, and a grinning Indian served as a logo. All that is gone now, thankfully; pretty much
the only connection to those days is a logo that includes a couple of green and gold feathers, under script that
spells out “Tribe.”

I's not the most attractive or sophisticated logo, but it's hard to find much offense i it, at least among Native
Americans in the region. “it's a tribe. We root for those,” Gertrude Minnie-Ha-Ha Custalow, historian for the
Mattaponi Tribe, told the Richmond Times-Dispatch. “I've never heard of any other tribes who think it’s improper.”

There are, of course, plenty of appropriations that are offensive to Naiive Americans and others.

The Washington Redskins NFL football team 1s easily the most egregious example, but in the NCAA there are
Redmen and Braves to which many people take offense. In all cases, there is a great deal of a nstitution’s identity
and money tied up in mascots and team names, concerns that can sometimes overwhelm good sense.

Some colleges, of course, have made o:m:mmm. Stanford, for example. s now the Cardinal. not the Indians; the
St. John's Redmen are now The Red Storm.

William and Mary’s situation 1s arguably different. The school was founded in the 17th century, partly as a place
for Native Americans to be educated. That experiment went so horribly awry that the “Indians” nickname was not
st inappropriate, it was dishonest. Still, those early intentions remain part of the school’s storied past and its
identity.

That historical connection, the refatively early abandonment of its offensive mascot, and the fact that “Tribe” is
arguably if not practically an ethnically neutral term, has spared the school from a new outcry. Even in debates
about racial sensitivity, after all, there are degrees of offensiveness, just as there are degrees of incivility. So far,
at ieast, “Tribe” doesn't appear to be either.

© 2005 HamptonRoads.com/PilotOnline.com
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NCAA has better things to worry about than nitpicking over schoo

m<xmm_~<_uOCOIm_ﬁ.<.qzmsas_m?ﬂ_oﬂ
© April 30, 2005 . .
Last updated: 6:34 PM

Get out your No. 2s, everyone. We're taking a little quiz.

Can you name the high school mascot in Garrison Keillor's Lake Wobegon ?

The Whippets. Excellent.
And why do public radio fans find the Whippets endlessly amusing?

Because no athlete wants to be linked with a mx._:.:% skittish dog whose head is shaped like a pinecone, that’s
why.

Which brings us - as you knew it would — to the College of William and Mary, home of the Tribe.

Wednesday's front page told us that the NCAA sent out letters to 31 schools, including William and Mary, asking
about the roots of their American Indian nicknames.

When | phoned the NCAA yesterday in Indianapolis, indiana, (shouldn’t they do something about that?) a
spokeswoman refused to name all of the schools that were notified. She suggested | get a list of college and
university mascots and call them myself. _

No thanks.

Frankly, I’'m looking on the bright side. The response to this letter will give Virginians a great look at William and
Mary's new president, a former quarterback for Oklahoma State University.

If Gene Nichol launches his tenure on July 1 by sniveling before the NCAA’s P.C. police, we'll know he’s not
worthy to replace the tenacious Tim Sullivan.

(Sullivan, you'll recall, stood up fo the priggish state auditor and assorted Aillen administration flunkies in 1296
when they scolded him for resurrecting the genteel practice of inviting a few faculty and staff members to his
office on Friday afternoons for a sip of sherry. A civilized custom that harkened back to the early 18th century.)

On the other hand, if Nichol fires off an _:a_mm:msﬁ reply that suggests the NCAA turn its attention to more important
things, such as the embarrassing graduation rate of athletes at lesser institutions, we'll know the college
continues to be in good hands.

Need we remind the NCAA nitpickers that tribes are not the exclusive property of American indians?

But let's be honest. William and Mary’s Tribe 1s American Indian. You can tell, by those feathers on the logo.
These two feathers, the NCAA mplies, could cause pain and heartache to American Indians.

Sheesh.

Still, the fear of offending certain ethnic groups has caused a number of teams {o pre-emptively change their

hitp://home.hamptonroads.com/stories/print.cfim?story=85793 &ran=24084 5/2/2005
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nicknames.

Stanford, for instance, dropped its Indians moniker to become the Cardinal . No word yet on the reaction of the
hierarchy in the Catholic Church.

Dartmouth’s Indians Bmmc:wm __._8 Em Big Green. But the Big Green what? This 1s an lvy League school. Surely

someone noticed the lack of a noun.

In that same vein, Syracuse recently abandoned its Orangemen — to the great relief of orange people everywhere
— and became simply the Orange.

Since political correctness nearly always elbows aside common sense, may | humbly suggest a few new
nicknames for William and Mary?

In honor of the university’s most famous alum — no, not Jon Stewart — they could call themselves the Jeffersons.
mmcm: the school’s colonial history, the Musket Balls might work.
Then again, excited fans nught drop the word “musket.”

To recegnize the incredible academic standards at William and Mary — Phi Beta Kappa was born there — how
about these:

The Brainiacs.

The Einsteins.

The William and Mary Mensas.
m just trying to help.

Wait, a minute, | think | have it. According to the university's home page, the College Building was burned in
1862, “... set on fire by drunken soldiers of the 5th Pennsylvania Cavalry.”

Why not the Drunken Soldiers? That ought to offend just about everyone,
No?
All right then, how about the William and Mary Whippets?

Reach Kerry at (757} 446-2306 or at kerry.dougherfy@cox.net.

@ 2005 HamptonRoads.com/PilotOnline.com

hittp://home.hamptonroads.com/stories/print.cfm?story=85793&ran=24084 5/2/2005
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Fans defed nickname

By John Harvey

.WILLIAMSBURG — “The politically correct idiots are at it
again;” wrote Baxter Bell, a 1949 Williain-& Mary: graduate;
“The “Tribe’ or ‘Indians’ is.a fine name for William and Mary
with'its history. Even the real Indians are hionored to have
William and Mary use that name.” )

: - S Bell's sentiment is
5 -8 typical among fans
'} who responded to a
% Gazette coupon.pub-
.‘ lished Wednesday.
7. They were reacting
to-word from the-
NCAA that 30 col-
leges reconsider -
nicknames associ-
- ated with Native -
- Americans.
“When I
- think 6f-Tribe; I
ly think of a family that
works hard, works together and that
.. Boes through difficult situations-and overcomes. -
adversity and has to be skilled and awake to stay alive,” wrote
Billy Pulliam. “What is disrespectful to anyone about that?”
Most respondents consider the issue trivial. :
“The Tribe nickname is a tribute to Native Americans in. this-
area,” wrote David: Faith, ) : ‘
*“What liberal [expletive deleted]!” added Bob Wildpan.
“William & Mary’s heritage is rooted in support of betterment
for the Indians, so leave well enough:alone ancf don’t bow to the.
do-gooders who are interested in what they perceive:is for the
Indians own good;” wrote C.G: Gerard. . T
—_— | 3 See Tribe. page 4B.

B —

- ﬂfﬁ fel 1 s

{I

‘3% i

e Lt o $irom, 754, Coy,

*Tribe name defended

Continued from page 1B
Wilford Kale, co-author of-
a hiistory about W&M football,
was among the first to
respond. He said the name
should only be abandoned
under one condition. “If

Virginia's Indian Tribes ask for

such action ”

“Don’t give in,” pleaded’
John.Ayscue. “Even the chief
of the Pamunkey Tiibe says
that there are more important.
things to worry: about than
changing the nickname.”

Others blamed the NCAA,

“Let’s have William and
Mary show some backbone,
stick to its guns, and say our.
nickname is the: Tribe,” wrote
Charles Griggs. “It's the same
as the Washington Redskins,
who have been besieged for
years about changing names:
Thank God they are still the
Redskins.”

“Where has common sense
gone?” asked Jeff Platte -
“Toesn’t the National

Collegiate Athletic Association
have some real business to
attend to? .

“T'wonder if PETA - would
like to investigate the
University of Wisconsin
Badgers mascot?” Platte |
added. “Refusing to play the
Tiibe because of therr nick-'
name? For shame. Let Wiiliam
and Mary students. decide: how-
they warit to be known on the
athletic fields.”

" *William & Mary should
tell the NCAA. to find more
important issues to fuss-with
than this:sort of silliness,
which has-absolutely no rele-
vance to the use of Tribe as its
nickname,” wrote Leonard
Wodd. :

Robert Shuman, a 1950
WEM grad, wants the:college
10 scrap ‘Tribe’ and return to
Indians.’

“That is an honorable name
and was selected because the
student body felt that it con-
noted. an inspiring and-

|
admirable image,” he said
“One does not demean by try-
ing to emulate strong and.
heroicimodéls. To succumb to
such. spurious logic opens one
to foraver dancing at.the end
of the chain of political machi-
nation; having nothing to do
with either the college or its.
respect for. the Indians of
choice.”

A féw readers prefer a new
nickname.

“I'recommend that the col-
lege deep-six the feathiers
attached to the William and
Mary loge, which infer &
Native American connection,”
offered John Kurec. “Start a.
publiclelations campaign edu-
cating the public about the
nickname.”

Lafayette High guidance
counselor Virginia Carey sug-
gested “War Hawks" as an
alternative: “It’s alliterative
with William. and Mary,” she
said “Could keep the feath-
ered ldgo too.”
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f.

..-..>§§&wl the nickname fiasn’t --
always been in the best tiste. Tn the
1960s, then-football coact Lou Holtz

Smﬁ 30:colleges
i maybe Homm&ma as an affront to Native
‘Amencans, according to.the ZO>>
Abqut once a decade, someone -
objects to ‘Indians,’’ a nickname that
dates here to.1915: Never mind that
* the Brafférton omce honseda school
- for Indian boys. -~ - , ,
“The college has been responsive to

~'some degree. In theearly 1990s the

. only visible ties are two-feathers |

- on tie uniforms). .

of honor. Chippewas, Moccasms;.

L :mammomaum name ¢hanges. It éo&m
. do better to-focus on colleges where

- rates like those of Willtam: & Mary. -

. 1 Women's.soceer-coach John Daly:
“wouldn’t mind:a new nickname here.

- What really. offends him-is: Notre:

.. Damé’s-use of am_mwnbm Trsh,” -

| which ke sees a§ stereofyping. the - |

i Icish as drunken brawlers. Daly’s: . -+ ¢

" night, though:-1 doubt.the NCAA will

_.-Dame. It carmiés: far too much Eﬂmg
~having once negotiat A
. oobnﬂmow ‘outside: thé

| type of indigenqus peoplés.
o dozen colleges call their teams ..Q.:mm

. ders,” a representation of one of I
. Chnstiamty’s more nusguided ventures.

‘ Ec:&wéoﬁ?ﬂggg thewsame "~ """
- toothy-grinned cartoon Indian long . |

used by the Cleveland Indians.
‘That caricature is long gone. The

attached to the W&M logo 9& not

Most colleges. that EooauoBHn the -
touchy nickpame do so out of a-sense i

Seminoles and [flim, for owmgﬁn

Hwn fribés usually approve..
- Fhe NCAA 15 oversteppigby. -

the nickname is.an open affront,.or.
work harderto achieve: graduation.

make any such suggestion to Notre

ﬁbEmHmbu.gwono om:m its téarms.
E_w Ragin Cajups, a wildeyed mﬁﬁo-

Eet’s not overlook réligion. A Epm

3

" Any 1mpetus o change:a oomomw . |

- muckname stiould come frof. within -~ |
" each:campus, nof from the NCAA.
* Severatumversities-have-dore so:
+ Mianu: of Ohio;(Redskins to Red

Hawks), Marquette (Wartiors.to - !
Golden Eagles) and St Jokn’s'(Red -
Men to'Red Storm). Syracuse:shied
away from Orangemen m favor om
Orange, even though the.orfiginal
nickname apparently: bma uoEEm o -

mﬁEmno %@ggﬁ ﬁummma out the
usé of “Tndians.” Also .gone are the
" costumed chief and priacess who

UneE parolled ipe sidehmes.

. In their Emoo We got “Ebirt.”/a"
costuméd miascot that resembles a -
‘green Cookie Monster with a tricorn .
. hat: He toois: o@w&?o but only 1n:
- an aesthetic sense: Talk mcoﬁ an
&oﬁﬂ@ oﬁﬂm :

i

N

|

—-—do-with Indians—

The defense. of éﬁﬁg has: been
swift, evidenced by 20 coupon respons-
es. letters and-a Last Wordicall after -

John Harvey’s repoit ﬁoab&nm% _

" Go, Tribe! 33- ﬂ
- More — Letters Nb» HE.H ﬁ@ﬁ #
18D, S
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Keep the Trib
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e nic

solved the abysmal student-athlete
graduation rates; pathetic mo.wamuﬁo
programs and booster cheating at the

-nation’s Division i-A jock schools, It

can now address that gredt pressing
soctal issue of Native Aménican- ~
themed college nicknames.

Along with a host of other
colleges and untversities, the College
of William & Mary will be required
t6 perform a self-anatysts and submt
a report to the august ruling body of
mtercollegate athletics concerming
the history of the “Tribe” nickname
and how the college interfaces with
the 10¢al Native Amencan
populatron. i

Years ago W&M abandoned
“Indians” and went with “Tribe” as
the moniker for tts sports teams. I
went to my trusty Webster'sand
found tribe defined as follows: “(1) 2
social group comprising numercus
families, clans or generations together
with slaves, dependents, or adopied
strangexs. (2) a group of persons
having a coromon character,
occupation, or interest. (3) a category
of taxononuc classificaton
sometimes equivalent to or ranking
just bejow a suborder or ranking
betow z subfamily.”

Nowhere 1n the definitions 15 there
a reference to Native

that the
college deep-

feathers
attached to the
W&M logo, .

which 1mply a Natrve Amencan
connection (that should also plicate
the PETA people) and start a public
relations campaigh educating the
puiblic that the nickname Tribe refers
to a generic group of peopie and is
not directly affiliated with any -
specific group, especially Native
Americans. If necessaty, a disciaimer
can be attached to each W&M
product reiteratig this new policy.

. Problem solved! And I provide
this solution to the college with no .

uamb,.mnﬁ..@n .
Yoik .

" Unoffensive word

.. “Tribe" should nof be dbandoned : + -

unless Virginia's.Indian tribes ask for

_Stich action, dhd thus farthey say no.

- The tribe, uniike other attobutions to

Native Aniéricans, 1§ hardly
offensive. And the logo-type of -
WaM with the feathers likewise 7

- shows no-dérision toward Indians. .

If pressed, thie héw. filckrame ' -

" might be “Royals” for King Williari-

and Queen Mary. The other obvious

_ nickname, “Monarchs,” was taken

' fiany, many.years ago by Old

~..Domnson University, which at one .

time was thé Norfolk division of
. WEM. o
) © .+ ‘Wilford Kalg
427 Hempstéad Rd.

James City |

. Jersey. Qur namé “Indians

Sl ET
- LI

Stick to tradition
- In regard to the April 27 Gazette
article, “Will W&M abandon s
Tribe;,” and the queston about
whether the nickname stiould be
abandoped, m my opimon, the
College of William & Mary should !
not abandon its Tribe name. When 18 |
this politicat comectness gomg to

end? :
The nickname |
Tribe should
. not be viewed |
g7, as offensive. !
= It is mot
" porirayed as !
such m
WEM sports.
The nickname 15 a
tribute to Native Amencans
1n this area. I agree with Peel
Hawthome: “Ttibe 15 not just a -
nickriame, buf 2 part of the area’s
cutture.” T also agree with Mike
Bucci: “The Indians represented
something about out Hstory... It
meant being brave and strong aid it .
nad 2 Jotof ttegrity.” :
-1 strongty disagree with Coach

Daly"s comments: There will dlivays |

bé those who will disagree with any -
naine selection and cite it as
offensive.

1 graduated in 1971 from
Peiinsaiiken High Schiool Hw New..
taken from thé drea Lenape Indian
tribes: The name was selectéd for
‘fnany of the samié feasons as listed -
above and was dtways portcayed:: |

Lét's keép the Tribe’s protid tadition .

Jﬁ..».u. H.nmbwo»,wﬁangom
a family-that wolks hard; that works -
together, that goes through difficit

¢ sirations, that overcomes adversity,

and that hias to be skilléd and awake.
" to stay alive, What is disrespectful to -
. anyone about that definition?
. William & Mary has atready -
droppéed the Indians nickname. I do
not think they shotild drop the Tribe,
W&M represents excelience m

. coliege athletics, not just winnng and

Josing, but in gradvating and learmng -
life skills bdﬂmmwg Mwm individua ¢
sports. The athletes represent the
college 1n an outstanding rianner
through sportsmanship and overall

i conduct.

‘Let’s go, Tribe! Do udz have your
season football tickets? For the first

: c.EaEAm years I am pléased to say
+ I've bought season tickets. Let's sell
- out Zable Stadium for every game.

* Let’s support those guys and give

L

them a great home field advantage.
‘We can do 1t if we all work together.
Billy Pulifam
Jaines City-

No correlation
I suggest the NCAA look up the
defibition of the word “tribe” 1n

. Webster's New World Dictionary. The H

defipition contains no reference o .
Indians of Nativé Amencans:

. Based on the ongin of the wora,
péritaps some ancient Romans,
Latins, Sabines or Etruscans might be
offended, if any were still alive, but
not Indians or Native Amencdns
(Wwhoever they are, as any persoii
borm in the Ameiicas 1s & native):

. William & Mary should tell the
NCAA to find more 1inportant 1ssues
to fiiss abont than this sort of
silliness. Based on Websters
definition, there 1s absolutely no

‘relevance between William & Mary's

Eo%&méoﬁﬂauommﬁ,ao_ewawm
4ud Native Ainencans. P
Leonard T: Wood
100 Harbour Town
James City

intact. Brough:s eiiought

.Respectful term . |

vl 15
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Tribe name change
,Hmmﬂoﬁmﬁﬁo William & Mary inascot name should.
be changed:. Dr6p the Tribe Eum_uubm gn_nSoF&pum )

Fans will'flock 10 the reservation.”™ "~
) 30_6 Story E«&w 5&«& QSme ...G '

A.w-.oi—.—u cont. . . : _

.EE@%E 23 Gazetté, we _omenEm;m:oMEo .
tenants in New Town will be local companies-moving-or-
opening new branches. Will anyone ever consider tiat - 5
.maybe:we Te:overbuilding retail and:ottier, spaces it town? |
Williamsburg Crossing sits maybe:1/4 empty, and with:the !
possible. closing of Cirmike Theater-we still.don’t fnow
what'5 gomgito. fill those spaces. At other miallsiit-sgems-*
like like Tnustcal chairs: as-compames: meve to New Town,’
High- Street of othernéw developments. What's going tox
.. nappen:to'the huge Riverside building: mnﬁﬂbmgmaﬁm :
. .OHOmmEm mmﬁnn owaum mq tie new: nomEBﬁ. .
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R R T T e and among - whonT 1e GaeTship

"replaced)
“with a

-globally -

symbol that
more. :

represents the
‘meanng of the
word-“tribe”
as defined
below: R S
- tribe-A unit of sociopolitical . . -
.orgamzarion consisting of a number -
of families, clans, or other groups
who share a common ancestry and -

.. Greece: A 'group-of pep,
-oceupation; Titere.
of gradiuate students; Tnformi
_large family. Biolo, :

+ .category placed ber
- and @ genus or betweer
" and a family and usnal

.- Heritage Dictionary.of the m.mwmﬁm
-Language, Fourtn Edition, Copyright

faxonomic category placed between a
- subfamily and a genus or between.a
ssuborder and a family and usually

American Herirage Stedman’s®
- Medical Dictionary Copyright 2002,

. Merniam-Webster s Medical -
. Dictionary, 2002, Merriam-Webster
ikt s er

- 1s Bypically neither formalized nor
“permanent. A political, ethnic, or
~ancestral division: of ancient States
- and cultures, especially>Any of the
three divisions of thé ancient:

- Romans, namely,

and Etruscan. An
of anctent Israel: A

7 a-suborder !
raining

‘Several genera. - The Anmierican

2000, by Houghton Mifflin. Co.
tribe (trb) n. An occasional

‘containing several genera. - The -

2001,-1995, by Houghton Mifflin' Co-

- Main Entry: tribe. Pronunciation: .
S - arlb. Functions. .

| nowma

‘category of

‘taxonomic:
classification
sometmes:
equivalent to -

or ranking’

- just below g sibarder

- but more commonty- .

| ranking below a subfamily. -

Anita M. Williams
‘1028 Norwyk Lane

" .HmbpmwOHJ\ i
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Tribe name change cont.

“T7éad With iégrest the article m Wednesday s paper_)

about William and Mary possibly changing its name.
from Tribe. Nowhere 1n may Webster's Bictionary 1§ -
“tribe’ described.as a group of Native Amencans. “Tiibe’
. goes back to-Roman tmes. “Tribe’ is-a sccial group of
people with common terests who band togetiter:
Sounds like a football game to me.” . . '
o @ : .
““To avoid controversy, whly not change
William. and Mary's nickname to something
. that represents the current student body.
1 How zbout calling them the’ ‘Yaywalkers?'”

e et s e P B

! . * o, K
. W&M suicides: h
“Rather than blame Wal-Mart for the Wiltian and’’
. Mary sui¢ides, perheps: there should be ail -
” ' ' inquiry into-student life on campus. Why ©
§ didi’t facuity and staff recogmze that these
£ % poor souls were 1 distress? Where were |
" their friends aind roommates 1n their time.of
chises? It’s really sad that the blame 1s always shifted:
away from those wiio are Bomrm.awuoﬁwgn..: :

“In response to the person asking about major ¢
gy, CETES AN giithening piaces sucH -as sports
baztsi Years ago concerts were presentediat .

f William and Mary Hall. The:Shakéspeare -

S -was well-attenided, dnd miseums were open
.-Seven days -z wesk. T siispéct the cultire. has:-shifted in -
" favor of something éfse:> ) T e S

. “In response-to a request foi: a Russian
B § fanguage tutor: T am 2 graduate student at
b s .a&E»»E‘.‘mua"g.mqmun speak fluent Rusgian
jj . ) Mm ﬁaﬂ.ﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁwﬂ. would be happy to dis-
s lon oo CHSS @ possibility. of tutoring voir o :
Ploase call 5926858, L ORnE YU e

R N

t
{

‘a
.
.

Festival was farger, Colonial Williamsburg -|

S




To NCAA: Leave W&M’s team nickname alone Page 1 of 1

‘Publication:The Virginian-Pilot,Section:Hampton Roads,Page:28. Date: Thursday, May 05, 2005 @

Agtivale

_._.o NCAA: Leave W&M’s team nickname alone

It's unreasonable that the NCAA i1s asking the College of William and Mary to re-evaluate its team
mascot/name, the Tribe, because it has a relationship to Native American Indians.

« The definition of “tribe” does not refer to Native American Indians but any families. clans or other groups who
share a common ancestry, culture and leadership.

« William and Mary was originally founded in the 1600s to educate Indians. Therefore, the name Tribe is
historically appropriate. _

- Almost any school mascot can be offensive to someone, somewhere. Perhaps the NCAA should have Notre
Dame change its name from the Irish. And what about West Virginia's Mountaineer? Do all West Virginians run
arcund with a rifle and act like a hilibilly?

If the NCAA 1s going to force William and Mary fo change its mascot, it should have all teams eliminate their
names and just be referred to as team A, B, C, AA, BB, CC, etc.

The NCAA should require all its member schools to visit William and Mary and study why it’s so successful in
developing student athletes. W&M's football team graduated all its scholarship athletes, one of only two teams in
the NCAA to achieve what should be the real goal of a school’s football program.,

The NCAA needs to focus its attention on improving education and graduation rates for athletes, and leave
school mascots alone. .

Bruce G. Holbrook  W&M Class of 1971  Norfolk

http://epilot hamptonroads.com/R epository/getFiles.asp?Style=OliveXLib:LowLevelEntity...  5/5/2005



Richmond Simes-Bispaich) \

William:and Mary to examine

itsathleticnickname, the -

. Tribe. Talk uunﬂw%m&bm w,n

mﬁwﬁm_ _y .

- Ifthe NCAA nmm.m% émmnmn _
" to tackle the problem, maybeit

» ought to get. 3?»5 anid Mary
. tochange the name of the col- --

lege. Afterall, isn't the name

" “Williamvand Mary” the epit-

oEmbmmbn‘O»Ee:nmﬁE&nmu
When King:James I of Eng-

“teo Em for the NCAA to open, -

. ncrog.mwmmmaw.

- Eprror, Tives-Disparca:

e w@wo its-coricerrrabout the
- use of thé nickname “Tribe”at

* Mary. Lam:curtous why-it has-

ment extolling the:fact that - .
William and Mary sustaiiis one
of the-highiest graduation.rates *
‘ommgnmnw attiletes E _Em S_E.L .

rmu. 0 th. land, a closet Cathiolic, hada |
TR : “=gom; Catholicsuccessiontothe =
English-throne was assured..
But this was too much for the
English totolerate. The prop-
erly Protestant William and
.-._.__um. Nickname Mary were basically invited to
,<<.=w Cheers. ~take o over the country, and Brit-
o - " aiir’s “no popish monarch” poi-
, muio?,ﬂéb_%ﬁnmr :
I its effort to oot out offen: icy has continued to thisday. ,
siveness, the NCAA has asked. Maybe that can of worms is.

“Ricuarp F. Papcon:

The NCAA is making very

the College of Willian atid
never made-a:publicannounce---

e e

ﬁBm mba Bcnm% onaii
" 'that seemstobea
no one oaan g b

NCAA, Hmﬁmmmmn Hmﬁ@.ﬁ
-energy to promoting William
. .‘gmgﬁmmmmwﬁnmmgﬁm

mnmam mn..oﬁmrm i

o mam,»z m.pwaamz
Enmzoz_u .

______r __“___.
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Tribe name cont.

“Conservatives pride themselves on their sense of
history, but I wonaer if they realize that the term-
“Indian’ is 2 musnomer. The early explorers believed

they were actually m India, and thus 1t scemed logical to |

them to name the native people there Indians. Even to
this day, when one refers to Indians, there’s a.confusion
about whether that means the tribal people of North
America or the mhabitants of the subcontinent of India:
Native Amencans are understandably upset by this mis-
charactenzation of them ethnicity. The only apalogy 1
can think of is that if we called the people living m the
Umted Kingdom ‘British.” The natives.of Scottand,
Jreland and Wales would beg'to differ. I suppose to be

politically and anthropelogically correct, we-should use
address to the apongnal inhabitants of our continent by .

their tribal affiliation instead of the alt-inciusive and
mcorrect teom “Tadian.” However,, ¥ d agree that the
. somewhnat more benign term, “Tribe’ for the William
Mary feam doesn’t seem offensive.” :
nts °
“If'the William & Mary athletic teams would sumply
change therr name to “Los Indios,’ it would solve two
r —y FC problems. (1) It should satisfy the folks
" who cringe at the word ‘Indians.’ (2) It
3B should satisfy the opes who press for a-more
A bilingual, socially diverse soctety. Then the
=" Gagzette could let the Spanish language
colummust translate-1t.”
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WéeM Tribe

When I think of the tribe, T
think of a family that works hard,
that works together; that goes
through difficult situations, that |
overcomes adversity, and'that has |
to be skilled and awake to stay |
alive. What is anmmwmoﬁmn to any- i
i

one dbout that definition? _

William and Mary dropped the m

“Indians™: I do: HGH.HEW they _
.EE Mary repre- !
serits excellence |
in college athlet-
SEbEmmuﬁcm

Ing, but in grad-

cmnbm MmmEEmEm mem m,oE o

should drop the “Tribe.” William |

representing. Em noummm Emﬁ out-- |
-standing manner through sports-
manship and overall conduct.. - |
Biily Pultiam
<<.=_m3m_oc irg

. demand for-a review of college

- dents said teams should not stop

‘chardctersand symbols. .:. When:

o perfiaps falt most. Eﬁmummg 62 wmm
" cent said they weren’t otfends

Team nicknames w
Some time ago Dave Fairbank
took 1ssue with the use of Redskins °
as-a team nickname. More recently .
a story ran regarding the NCAA

hicknames mcluding William and
Mary's use of Tribe (“Tribe usage
fuels debate;” April 28). Fairbank
and the NCAA presume such nick-
names offend: Native' Americans
and once upon & time so did Sports
Mustrated.

A March 2002 articte m Sports
Tlustrated reported on the cam-
paign:against Indian nicknames: I
took a'poll and-the results did not .
mc.uuaﬁ the presumption. Fromthe
article, “Asked if high schooi and.
ooﬁmmm teams should stop usmg
Indian meknames, 81 percent of
Native American respordents said
ﬂ.c »

What does that say about
William and‘Mary’s-use of Tribe? SI
quoted: “As for pro sports, 83 per-
cent of Native American respon-

using Indiay. nicknames, Emmnoa

asked. if they were offended by:the
name Redskins, 75 percenitof .
Zmﬂqm Eﬁmﬁﬁb.ﬂmw@osmmﬁﬁm i

SP’s.poll said they were not,and I}
even onreservations, ,awmmm.Zm.Eﬂ
American culture and influence are

ST also made the observation .

that, “Theré’s a-hear'totaf discon- |

. hect between Indian activists and.
the Zmﬁqm Emdomb uo@&mﬂoﬂ cw
this 1ssue.”

St Eﬂmwﬁmﬂmﬂw mﬁmﬂ mmao
@nmmamﬁ of the Morring’ Star Théti-
tute; an Indian-rights organization !
cmmmmﬁémmgos D.C. She dis-, i

. mussed the opinion poll resultsas, |
“There are happy campers on
every plantation™ or as evidence {
that “Native American self-esteem
‘has fallen so low that E@% don't =~ |
evert wwoé when theyre bemg -
msulted.” What arrogance.

.The Daily Press can do a better
job of providing some balance on
this mﬂv_mﬁ

JoeLeming
Newport News ¢
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Mascots create divisiveness on some campuses

By Steve Wieberg, USA TODAY

He was a ho-show at college basketbalf's Final Four i St. Louis last month, but make no mistake: Hlinois®
headdress-bedecked Chief Hliniwek was not forgotten.

Hilinoss is weighing droppmg mascoet Chief [inwek, who did not appear at the Final Four.

By Seth Periman, AP file

A fixture at the schoo! for aimost 80 years, dancing during intermission of llini athletics contests, the Chief continued to stir emotions
and debate - conspicuous by his absence as the liiini played beneath the Gateway Arch for a national championship. ishe a
homage to American Indians and their place in Hlinois history? Or as critics contend, is he an offensive racial stereofype?

The univérsity, while insisting the characteris a %radition” and not a mascot, has weighed the issue since the 1980s. Opponents
sued two months ago, asking a Cook County, lil., court to bar his appearances.

At the same time, Chief is one of most visible targets of a broad review by the NCAA, which itself is measuring modem sensibiliies
and weighing whether the governing body can and should impose a ban on all Native American nicknames and mascaofs. Its
decision is due Ih August.

"} think member institutions now understand the seriousness of this issue,” says Robert Vowels, commissioner of the Southwestern
Athletic Conference and chairman of the NCAA's Minority Opportunities and Interests Committee,

"People are telling you that in some Instances its hurtful, it's discriminatory, it's degrading. When you have those types of issues and
sentiments coming out, you have to take a senous fook at it.”

Thirty schools in Divisions i, It and lll were ordered by the NCAA fo assess their use of Indian nicknames, mascots or logos and file
reports by May 1. They'll be reviewed first by Vowels’ committee, then by an NCAA executive commiftee subcommittee on gender
and diversity issues and finally by the presidents and chancellors who sit on the full Executive Committee.

interestingly, the diversity subcommittee will be headed by Alcorn State President Clinton Bristow. Also a member of Vowels'
conference, the schooi calls its sports teams the Braves and is among these under NCAA scrufiny.

.w:u“\\cmmﬁoam%.naunﬂm.omowgwmi.oonm.vioﬁ%momounoﬁﬁmﬁwudeMOU,P&.noB+.+§mwooﬁm+oamﬁ1.... 5/16/2005
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Not the first look

The Minority Opportunities and Interests Committee already has weighed
report that "it is time for this tradition to be refired.” But the panel went on to

this issue.”

Schools asked for explanations

Page 2 of 4

n once on the Indian mascot question, dectaring in an Octt
"acknowledge and support member insfitutions’ self dete

The NCAA requested that 30 member schools give explanations for why they use Native-American nicknames, mascots or logos. Twenty have
replied while the others received extensions, according to Corey Jackson of the NCAA.

School Div. Nickname
Alcomn State | Braves
Arkansas State | indians
Bradley i Braves
Califernia State-Stanislaus il Warriors
Carthage College n Redmen
Catawba College il indians
Central Michigan i Chippewas
Chowan College It Braves
William & Mary % ! Tribe
East Stroudsburg it Warriors
Florida State | Seminoles
Husson College H Braves
Hawaii H Warriors
Hiinois t Fighting lilint
Indiana of Pennsylvania It Indians
Louisiana at Monroe | Indians
Lycoming College 1 Warmnors
Memimack College I Warriors
Midwestern State il Indians
Mississippt College i Choctaws
MeMumry l indians
Newbetry Coliege i indians
Nerth Carolina at Perabroke il Braves
North Dakota H Fighting Sioux
"San Diego State ! Aztecs
Southeastern Oklahoma State i Savages
West Georgta i Braves
Stonehil! College® i Chieftains
“Utah i Utes
I Warrnors

Wisconsin Lutheran College

*School anhounced May 4 it will change nickname to Skyhawks as of July 1.
Braves, six that use Wanmiors and a handful others that borrow from individual tribes: Chippewas. Choctaws, Fighting Sioux.

Almost all those schools say the intent is fo honor American indians. Many cite decades of fradition. Several, including Florida State,
refationships with specific tribes and permission to use indian imagery.

North Carolina at Pembroke, for exampie, was founded specifically to educate the regton’'s sizable Indian population, and its admissit
restiicted to Indian students for 70 years until the late 1950s. its nickname is the Braves, and its fogo — designed by an American Int

depicts an Indian with a hawk on his shoulder.

A letter from interim education dean Zoe Locklear, a Lumbee Tribe member, to the NCAA cites the *connectedness of this institution

wﬁu”\\ﬁmﬂoa&rvmﬁ%m.omnwmdmm»%.ooa:@aon%monQnungwnaﬁdm}.ﬁogpﬁ.85+.+§mmno$+o8ﬂw+... 5/16/2005



American Indian heritage” and says "feelings around this issue run high in the community, especially among native peopies who
want the iogo ieft as is.”

Criticism of other schools, however, ranges from charges of racism fo the perpetuation of historically inaccurate stereotypes to

oufright sacrilege — misappropnating feathers, costumes and dances that are used by American indians in religious ceremonies.

While Pembroke claims an "irrefutable right" to use its nickname and logo, it maintains “institutions without clear and legitimate
indian origins do not have such a right.” )

Some progress made

Elsewhere, a handful of schools has yielded to tite political heat. Southeast Missouri State cnginally was on the NCAA’s list of
scrutinized schools but replaced its Indians nickname with Redhawks and, In January, announced a new mascot and loge.
Marquette, which won the 1977 NCAA men's basketball toumament as the Warriors, dropped the name and its indian mascot in

1993.

Marquette reaffirmed its refusal to remstate the nickname st last week, though it's having trouble coming up with a widely
acceptable replacement.

Division il Carthage (Wis.), which declined either to provide USA TODAY with its response to the NCAA or comment beyond a 1994
policy statement, intends to keep Redmen for its men's teams. Division | St. John's, however, which won the 1985 Final Four as
Redmen, changed its name to the Red Storm in the early 1990s. On May 4, Division i} Stonehill (Easton, Mass.) announced it would
drop Chieftans for Skyhawks.

Ancther stance: Wisconsin will not schedule teams with Native American nicknames but will piay such schools In the postseasorn.
Shy of imposing an eutright ban, the NCAA may measure progress in such increments.

"I was taiking to some folks.” says the SWAG's Vowels, "and they were trying to explain to me that every symboi, every cancature,
every name might have different significance. Sometimes, it's whether feathers are up or down. There's symbolism there that we all
don't know about.

"What I've gotten fom peopie I've talked to, some of the tribes and some of the Amencan Indians is that if we can raise awareness,
educate people on what's going on, that's a start.”

The responses
Some of the schoels’ responses to the NCAA regarding therr palicies on the use of Native American nieknames, logos and mascots:

sfllinois says it's pursuing "a consensus conclusion,” something that hes sluded the university for more than a decade of debate. Though taking no
position an the future of Chief liliniwek, it points to a trustees resolution in September *that the State’s heritage and its American Indian culture and
traditions shall be preserved, affirmed and publicly celebrated.” Biology professor and Chief lliniwek critic Stephen Kaufman cafls the response
*superfictal® and a "whitewash.”

*Southeastem Oklahoma State has toned down its imagery, repiacing its costumed indian mascot with a pony {rramed Spirit}, changing the logo on
athletic gear and removing other symbelism from the campus.

But the university is located in Durant, Olda., site of the Choctaw Nation's headquarters and bordered by the Chickasaw Nation. Because a change
“would nek disconnect with afumni and potentially affect fundraising, the schoot says, it expects to keep the Savages nicknrame unjess the NCAA steps
in.

"Being a Savage denotes a love for the game, enthusiasm, discipline, honesty, appreciation, striving, and the attitude of becoming a victor,” it says. "Our
conclusion is that Southeastern's nickname is assocrated with Native Amencans onfy ity the minds of individuals or groups who do not comprehend the
connotation embraced by athletes at the University.”

= North Daiota also says it will stick with its mekname, the Fighting Sioux, at the direction of the state’s board of higher education.

Like Hiinois, the school contends it doesn't use a mascot to entertain during athletic events but cccasionally aflows a daricer in authentic Americarn Indian
régalia to briefly perfoim. “The University strives to use the name m a highly and completely respectful fashion o and off campus,” it says. Dissenters
say they'll file a supplemental report with the NCAA. .

__-cnm_._ did away with its Indian mascat in the early 1980s, switching to a red-tailed hawk named Swaop, but continues to cail its teams the Utes with
permission of that tribe, it says.

“,q the am.w comes when the tribe prefers we don't use it, then we will respect that," says Fred Espin, the school's vice president for university relations
a e-mail. ‘ '
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From the 1ssue dated June 3, 2005

Pride or Prejudice?

Some colleges back away from using American Indian names and mascots for athletics teams,
while others defend them

By ERIC WILLS

The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights declared m 2001 that Amencan Indian mcknames and mascots at
colleges were "inappropriate” and "disrespectful" and should be eliminated.

Inspired mn part by the commission's recommendation, the National Collegiate Athletic Association
decided to investigate the issue on its own. Now, four years later, the work of the NCAA's Minonty
Opportunities and Interests Committee 15 coming to a close.

The association identified 31 member colleges with Amencan Indian mascots, nicknames, or logos and
asked them to file reports by the beginning of May, evaluating how they use such imagery.

In August the panel will submit a report to the NCAA's Executive Commuttee suggesting a course of
action, which may include measures as severe as a ban on such nicknames.

"I fhunk the NCAA's mvolvement has tremendous significance, regardless of what the outcome 1s," says
Ellen Staurowsky, a professor and chair of the department of sport management and media at Ithaca
College. "A starting point 1n these types of discussions has to be raising awareness."

The issue 18 by no means new. Stanford University and Dartmouth College retired ther "Indians" team
nicknames more than 30 years ago, after bitter fights with alummni. In the past two years, at least six
colleges have retired American Indian mascots or nicknames. In February the State University of West
Georgia eliminated 1ts "Braves" nickname and soon will announce a replacement. The NCAA's
increasing mnterest m the issue played a role, says Beheruz N. Sethna, the university's president.
Stonehill College decided in early May that its athletics teams would be known as Skyhawks rather than
the Chieftains. Respect for American Indian culture, as well as the NCAA's interest, influenced the
decision, says a college spokesman.

Southeast Missouri State University, without a mascot since the 1980s, chose "Redhawks" m October to
replace both "Indians" for 1ts men’s teams and "Otahkians," after a Cherokee prcess, for its women's
teams. The new nickname enables the university to market its athletics programs without an "arm tied
behind its back," says Charles R. Wiles, marketing-and-promotions director. "It was just a matter of
time," he says, "before the NCAA got tougher.”

Always a Seminole
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Some other colleges, however, are not budging from loyalty to their American Indian-related mascots.
For more than 25 years, a succession of Florida State University students have portrayed Chief Osceola,
planting a flaming spear at midfield before every Serunoles home football game. In 1ts report to the
NCAA, Florida State uses a common defense of such imagery, saying that it is not only respectful but a
cetebration of the culture. ’

"Our use of the symbols and images of the Seminole demonstrate the highest honor and respect for a
Nation of People whose uncompromising fortitude and strength of character we want our athletes to
emulate in all arenas of sport," wrote Lee F. Hinkle, vice president for university relations, in the

unrversity's report.

Detractors respond that such imagery fosters stereotypical views of American Indians. Ms. Staurowsky
sometimes asks students 1n her sports-management classes at Ithaca who Chief Osceola 15. Without
hesitation most of them respond that he 1s Florida State’s mascot. But, she says, they do not know who
the real Osceola was, nor can they describe his fate -- beheading -- at the hands of U.S. soldiers.

"] think that says that there 1s a certain level of naiveté or disingenuousness, that you can take a sports
mascot and have that be a meaningful vehicle for education of the American populace,” she says.

Florida State officals note that the university portrays Chief Osceola with the knowledge of the
Seminoles 1 Florida and Oklahoma. Florida members of the tribe participate in the university's

homecoming parade and help design the regalia worn by Chuef Osceola, and Florida State offers
scholarships to tribe members.

A number of institutions argue that focal tribes support thetrr mcknames and mascots. They include
Mississippi College and the University of Louisiana at Monroe.

Even among American Indians, though, there 1s disagreement over the 1ssue. The chief of the Seminole
Tribe of Florida, Mitchell Cyprus, did not return The Chronicle’s telephone calls but has affirmed his
support of Florida State's nickname in previous interviews. Nevertheless, i 2001 the Semmole Nation
of Oklahoma signed a statement, along with other tribes, condemning the use of American Indian
mascots and nicknames by colieges. Flonida State's report does not mention the statement.

David W. Narcomey, a member of the Semmunole Nation of Oklahoma, says he 1s helping to draft a tribal
resolution that if passed would speak against Florida State's use of its mascot. Referring to the
Seminoles of Florida, Mr. Narcomey says, "I believe they have not seriously looked at the mascot 1ssue
and fully explored its impact.”

Corey Jackson, the NCAA'’s staff liaison to the minority-interests commuttee, draws a pointed
comparison: "In the 1960s, certain people in the South felt that the situation was okay with Jim Crow."
Sometimes, he says, "the 1ssue 1s much bigger than one local community.”

Even 1n Florida there are dissenting voices, such as Susan Anderson. A working mother and a Cherokee,
she enrolled in Florida State in the late 1970s and completed her degree in the mid-1990s. As someone
who participates in traditional Cherokee ceremonies, she says the use of regalia by the student who plays
Osceotla trivializes items that she finds sacred.

Since the early 1990s, she has parhcipated m protests outside Florida State's home football games. "At
first, as a young person, 1t simply depressed me," she says. "As I matured, 1t made me more angry."

http://chronicle.com/cgi-hin/printable.cgifarticte=http://chromcle.com/weekly/v51/:39/39a...  5/31/2005
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In 1ts report, Florida State says that there is no evidence that the Seminole mckname 1s racist, creates a
hostile environment, or is sacrilegious.

Tribal Tensions

The voices of local Amencan Indians have been raised on some campuses. At the University of North
Dakota, Leigh D. Jeanotte, director of American Indian services and a member of the Turtle Mountain
Chippewa Tribe, says his input and that of others was omitted from the university's report about 1ts
"Fighting Sioux" nickname. "The NCAA was asking for some active mvolvement of the campus
community regarding this 1ssue," he says. "None of that took place here at UND."

In 1ts report, the university emphasizes its American Indian programs and says 1t “is recognized as a
nationat leader in providing access and opportunity for Amenican Indians and other minority
populations.”

"Arguably,” the report says, "the university does more than any other instrtution of higher education 1n
the United States to celebrate the American Indian culture.”

Met. Jeanotte helped file a minority report with the NCAA, questioming whether such cuitural programs-
can be used to justify the nickname. It argues that most American Indian programs at the university are
financed by federal grants, and that the directors of the programs have established "outstanding
reputations despite the controversy" surrounding the mckname.

Charles E. Kupchella, the university's president, says he has not seen the minority report and cannot
comment on 1t. He notes that North Dakota's strategic plan includes support for American Indian
programs, and that such instrtutional support "can't be explamed away.”

Moreover, North Dakota says it is bound by a 2001 ruling by the state’s Board of Education that says the
university's athletics teams must be known as the "Fighting Sioux." That ruling came a few days after an
alumnus, Ralph Engelstad, said that if the nickname was changed. he would halt construction of a $100-
million hockey arena he was donating to the university.

The NCAA's Mr. Jackson says that although he has not yet read North Dakota's report, the argument
that a university 1s bound by what 1ts state board dictates is circular. The association, he says, will look
into "institutions that don‘t want to face up to the 1ssues.”

Facuity members at the University of Illinots at Urbana-Champaign say they have been shut out of a
report on the university's nickname and its use of Chief Illiniwek, portrayed by a student who dons
buckskins, paints his face blue and orange, and dances during the halftimes of football and basketball
games. In June 2004 the Board of Trustees called for a "consensus conclusion"” on the use of the mascot
that would be acceptable to a majority of alummi, students, and faculty members.

In its report, Illinois did not explore the issues m any depth, says Stephen J. Kaufman, a professor of cell
biology who is an outspoken critic of the mascot's continued use. "The report dodges and dances around
many of the NCAA's questions” and shows that unrversity admimistrators lack the courage to take a
stand, he says in an interview. He points to the recent decision of the president of Marquette Untversity
to turn down an offer of $2-million from two trustees -- and resist subsequent pressure from like-minded
alumni - to restore a retired American Indian nickname (The Chronicle, June 18, 2004). Perhaps the
NCAA will have similar conviction, Mr. Kaufman says.
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Supporters of the use of Chuef Hliniwek think doing away with the symbol would have a negative 1mpact
on therr university. Howard Wakeland 1s an associate dean emeritus of engineermg and president of the
Honor the Chief Society, a nonprofit group with more than 1,000 members, whose goal 1s to keep Chief
Tliniwek a part of unrversity life. He says. "It really does something for the esprit de corps.”

"True’ Braves

Amid such controversies, the University of North Carolina at Pembroke stands out as an vnusual case.
Founded in part by Lumbee Tribe members i 1887, the mstitution enrolled only American Indians until
the 1950s. The student body remains more than one-fifth American Indian.

In its report, Pembroke cites widespread local support on the campus and among the focal tribes for 1ts
"Braves" nickname. Jimmy Goings, chief of the Lumbees and a Pembroke graduate, calls the founding
of the university "one of the greatest accomplishments of our people.”

Zoe W. Locklear, a Lumbee who is interim dean-of the School of Education, heard that message. "To
borrow a popular line from a television show," she says "the tribe has spoken."

There are a few dissenters. as illustrated by a survey the college conducted for 1ts official report. Around
7 percent of more than 1,300 respondents, including those on campus, alumni, and local residents said
they were not 1n favor of contiuing to use the mckname and logo. In 1991 Pembroke did respond to
criticism from Amencan Indian tribes and replaced its "Braves" mascot, a student who dressed up in an
American Indian outfit, with a red-tailed hawk.

Vernon Bellecourt, director of the National Coalition on Racism in Sports and the Media, which opposes
the use of American Indian mascots, says he respects Pembroke's right as an American Indian mstitution
to choose its own name. Nevertheless, he hopes that it will replace the mckname to set an example for
other colleges and "provide leadership on this issue.”

Then there is the case of the University of Hawaii-Manoa, which found its "Warriors" nickname
specified for inclusion by the NCAA. As a spokeswoman explained, the mckname refers to indigenous
people from Hawaii, not American Indians. The university will file a report, although it mussed the May
1 deadline.

Limited Options

The NCAA has often been skittish about wading into intracampus debates, including this one. The
association’s Committee on Sportsmanship and Ethical Conduct urged all colleges to stop using
American Indian nicknames in 2002 but said it recognizes that controversies over mcknames "may be
addressed most effectively by the individual institution, its community, and conference, rather than at
the national level."

Both Florida State and North Dakota quote that passage i their reports. Philip A. Harmeson, semor
associate to the president of North Dakota, who wrote the untversity's report, was less subtie mn the local
Grand Forks Herald on May 1: "The NCAA does not have the authonity to order a school to use, or not
use, a particular name, or mascot," he said. He did not elaborate m an mterview with The Chronicle.

In the interm report it filed 1 2002, the NCAA's minority-interests committee, which comprises 15

college presidents, athletics directors, and other officiats, and is chawred by Robert C. Vowels Jr.,
commussioner of the Southwestern Athletic Conference, says there are a number of penalties that it can
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recommend to the Executive Commitiece.

In 2002 the NCAA forbade championship events from taking place m South Carolina and Mississipp1
because of those states’ contuing use of the Confederate battle flag. Those bans remain 1n effect.

Apart from attempting an outright ban on Amencan Indian mcknames and mascots, the NCAA could
suggest that colleges that decline to give up such imagery be barred from postseason tournaments, or be
prevented from bringing thewr mascots to such games, or be fined.

*Tt's tough to tell" what will happen, says Mr. Jackson.

If the NCAA does nothing, many colleges will be left to respond to the opinions of deep-pocketed
alumni who treasure the tradition of Indian nicknames at their alma maters. Southeastern Oklahoma

State Unuversity emphasizes that pomt m 1ts report.

"The complete elimnation of Savages as a nickname ... 1s judged to be a ighly value-taden process that
would be emotionally charged and wouid immediately create a severance or disconnect with many
alumni," it says. "The immediate consequences would be very costly to the unsversity 1n terms of fund-
raising activities with sports-minded afumni.”

But Richard D. Little, semor director of communications at Miami University, offers some surprising
empirical evidence. In 1996 the Ohio mstitution retired its "Redskins” mickname 1n favor of "Red
Hawks." Before the decision was made, many alumni raised protests and threatened to permanently

withhold donations.

The year after the name change, the umversity had the largest fund-raising response in its history.
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The National Collegiate Athletic Association 18
studying its members’ use of American Indian 1mages,

| mascots, and nicknames 1 their sports programs. The

NCAA's Minority Interests and Opportuntties m
Commuttee asked 31 colleges to file reports explammng |
why their nicknames were not offensive. Followmngis !
a list of those institutions, their current or former team
nicknames, and a summary of their reports. Four
mstitutions declined to provide their reports or
mformation about their nicknames to The Chromicle.
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¢ Alcorn State U,

Braves
Did not provide mformation to The Chronicle.

¢ Arkansas State U,

Indians
W Maintainng nicknames and three American
Indian mascots; committed to their "dignified"
and "responsible" use.

s Bradiey U.
Braves
Keeping nickname but has no American Indian
logos or mascots.

¢ California State U.-Stanislaus
Warnors
Announced new mascot, a medieval knight.

o Carthage College
Redmen/Lady Reds
Board of Trustees says it will ensure that the
nickname remains "a term of respect" and will
review it if a campus consensus emerges.

¢ Catawba College
Indians
Elimmated American Indian mascot in 1998 but
still uses "C" logo with feathers. Has support of
Catawba Tribe and says 1t 1s sensitive to the
issue.

e Central Michigan U.
Chippewas
Keeping nickname. No mascot or American
Indian rituats or imagery. College has
relationship with Saginaw Indian Chippewa
; Tribe; mckname 1s used with "pride and
respect.” e

» Chowan College
Braves
Did not provide information to The Chronicle.

s College of William and Mary
Tribe
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Recerved an extension until November 1 to file
1ts report with the NCAA. _

East Stroudsburg U. of Pennsylvania
Warriors

Keeping nickname but has no American Indian
ymagery, mascot, or logo.

Florida State U.

Seminoles

Keeping nickname. Seminole Tribe in Florida
supports name's use, which "honors and respects
American Indian culture.”

Husson College

Braves

Replaced nickname with Eagles in September,
partly as a resuit of NCAA interest.

Indiana U. of Pennsylvania

Indians

Began using bear as mascot 1n 1999, but
retamed nickname after consultmg with local
tribes. Says the mckname arose in part from the
university's name.

Lycoming College

Warriors

No mascot; retired Indian-head logo 1n 2004 as
"an important step in distancing the nickname . .

- from negative associations."

McMurry U.
Indians

Discontmued use of Indian mascot in mid-1990s '

but retains nickname and Indian-head logo.
Continues to "represent the culture with

dignity."

Merrimack College

Warriors

Unveiled "Mack the Warrior" mascot and logo
in 2003, replacing Amenican Indian figure, in
part because of NCAA mterest.

Midwestern State U. (Tex.)
Indians/Lady Indians
Keeping nicknames. No mascot; logo contains

arrows and spears. Kiowa Tribe supports its use.

Mississippi College

Choctaws/Lady Choctaws

Keeping nicknames. Local community,
mncluding Choctaw Tribe, has supported mascot,
which the college says "conveys character,

http://chromcle.com/prin/weekly/v51/439/39202501 . htm
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integnity, discipline." College 1s mn process of
filing report with NCAA.

Newberry College (S.C.}
Indians
Did not provide mformation to The Chronicle.

San Diego State U.
Aztecs
Did not provide information to The Chronicle.

Southeast Missouri State U.
Indians/Otahkians

Repiaced nicknames with "Redhawks" last fall,
in part because of NCAA interest.

Southeastern Oklahoma State U.

Savages

Keeping nickname, but removed Indian mascot
and symbols from campus m mid-1990s. Has
relatronship with Choctaw and Chickasaw
Tribes.

State U. of West Georgia

Braves

Announced 1t was eliminating nickname in
February, in part because of NCAA mterest. No
new name yet.

Stonehill College

Chieftains

Replaced nickname with Skyhawks m May out
of respect for American Indian culture and
because of NCAA interest.

U. of Hawaii-Manoea

Warrors/Wahine

Still working on report to NCAA. Says
nickname changed last year from "Rainbow
Warriors," which refers to indigenous
Hawaitans, not American Indians.

U. of llinos at Urbana-Champaign
Fighting Ilkin1

Keeping mckname and trymg to reach
"consensus conclusion" on campus over use of
Chief Hlimwek, a stodent dressed as an Indian
chief.

U. of Louisiana at Monroe

Indians

Keeping mckname and a mascot intended to be
authentic representation of American Indian.
Says local tribes support its use.

U. of North Carolina at Pembroke

htip://chronicle.com/prm/weekly/v51/139/3%a02501 him 5/31/2005
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Braves

K eeping nickname; institution was founded by
American Indians; students, faculty members,
alumni, and local tribes support nickname’s use.

U. of North Dakota

Fighting Sioux

Keeping nicknarme; state's Board of Education
ruled in 2001 that it must.

U. of Utah

Utes

NCAA gave extension to file until June 1.
University says that local tribe supports
nickname's use.

Wisconsin Lutheran College

Warriors

Keeping mckname. No mascot; retired Indian-
head logo mn 1987.

SOURCE: Chronicle reporting

http://chronicle.com
Section: Athletics
Volume 51, Issue 39, Page A29
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BYJOSEPH/C0SCO

Ny collegiate life. I have
‘been’ a- Dartmouth Indian.
and’ a’ membér of the: Wil
. liam-and Mary Tribe. Wah-
hoo-wah; and’all that.
But not long after T left
Dactmoutti: College: in:. 1971,
the: school. gave up its: Indians,

judiging: the niclmame-offénsive .

to- Native' Americans. Now Wil
liam and’ Mary may be. asked
to drop the Ttibe; 'The National:
Collegiate. Athletic: Assoclanon
has. asked: colleges: to. re-evalit-

ate’ their use- of Inchanrxelated-

niglnames. -

WEM's athietic- department
doesn’t’ seem inclined: to- give: up
the: Tribe and: thése: distinctive

crossed: feathers on.the football: .
helmets. Wasp't' it -enough. that.
the ‘teams; once: known: as: the:

Indians,’ "Switched: to: the; Tribe
sofae 20° yéars ago? N
make anothet-change: ™ " -

WV dthletic. director Terry
Driscoll recently told: The Vi
ginian-Pilot, “T have'no reason
to assume, based: on what I
kmow; that this is an issue we

need‘ to-l ’

THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT. .

I leamed this-from hls mod-
est:but eloquent-autobiography,
“4: Short Narrative- of My
Life* Qécom: cavers- it all in:
a 10:page’ manuscnpt found
gathierihg-dust in the:
Dartmouth: College
~archivesin 1982

- Qccom ‘had the:
~misfortune of being

I'mi-not. well versed in, Wil-
lam and:Mary lore, but.I'know -
enough: about: Dactmouth his-

-tory to- know' that: those alumni:
who- fought so bitterly to: keep
the Indian nickname were: act-
ing from ignorance. o Hypoc~
risy; Dartmouth had no right to

. call its tearns the: Indizns. Not:
. after-what the college did:toone:

THURSDAY, JUNE'Z. 2005

There are: other ways
“honor” lndlans

Wheelock's:project.. .
However, Occom'’s: American
dream: scon: turned:sour. It was,,
as might: berexpected; the:same
old. story: of duplicity, injustice
and betrayal, with
- the Indian ih. his.
" prescribed: role of.
- victim. . Occom. dis-
- covered. that he'd

Indianin.particular.

_At: Dartmouth: we- were: told
. liow the: Rev. Eleazary Wheelbck
founded’ the college: i: *1769.
! as: a school. for Newr England
" Indians. The schidcls: motto
_wmﬂd become: “Vox:' clamant:s
in deserto? — “a voice callingin
the: wﬂdemess * It. was all very

born a Mohegan ™
Indian ire 18th-century:( Corinect=
cut. By now. New:Englands
tribes. had: beeiy, degimated: by

by white. séttlers: Occom: knew

' ,mg to: readand write. :
‘He found-a’mentor in the Rev.
_Wheeluck*
“minister Wlth visions of con-

verting and! educanng Tnidians.
Occom*s rhetgrical and. writing:
chs that Wheelock:

-_ ment: to' Dartmouth_ .
. senphun to-England! as 4 fund-.

. m:ssmn! . :
“Sull;. . 1t wasn’t until, many

;. years: Jater thatT finallj-encoun- - 1
tered the. sad tale of Samson:
- Occom- £1723-1792); and: found:

m}umthe ugly truth embodled

wai, disease and: éncroachmént.

survival meantassunﬂanon and’

.ak age 16 and.leam .

& ’Cong::eganonal.

schiopl
W endmg

been: paid: for 12
'yeats of service what a white
missionary: waspaid.for a:single:
year: His life:ended in: poverty,
witty hinr labeled. an ingrate-and’
bitter at- his® treatment by the

'_yvhlte man:

"It was all because-he was. a
“poor: Indian,” he. concludes. “T
can’t: help that God has made
me so; I did not make myself
- And what - of Dattmouth
CoHlege? As Occom: foretold;
Dartmouth: would: forget. its

Indian: mission and: became- a: .
. eollege: for: rich: white: kids:: But

-this: story’ has a bit of a happy

Spuned by Pxe31dent Keme-

ny’s call. for a: renewed com-

-rmtment the college started

recruiting: Native: American.
students, initiated’. a. progran
in Native American studies, and:
dropped the Indian nickname in-
favor of Big Green.

Students: from-more thark. 100

‘wibes have since attended Dart-

mouth. In: the' class of 2000 was. ...
a descendant of Samson Occont .
The circle was-completed..

Pm glad. Dartsouth diopped
the  Indian nickname: And I
hope- William.and” Mary makes
the noble gesture-of retiring the
Tribe, just as it so.gracefilly let
go of the Indians in the 1980s::

" There are other ways to
“honor”’ Indians. Start: a- Native
American  Studies program.
Truly educate Native Ameri-
cans. Read Samson. Occom’s
autobiography But give up the

. nicKnames.

Drop’ the Ihbe Wllham .
and. Mary. Do it for Samsom
Becom.

'w: Joséphi B Cost i is. an- associaté prov

fessor: of English, at Old: Dominion.
University in: Norfolé. and: o former
reporter for The Virginian-Pilot
E-mail hirn ar jcosco@odu, edu:
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Pride or Prejudice?

Some colleges back away from using American Indian names and mascots
for athletics teams, while others defend them

BY ERIC WILLS

! HE U.8. coMMIssion on Civil Rights
deciared in 2001 that Amertcan Indi-
an nicknames and mascots at colleges

were “inappropriate” and “disrespectful”

and should be elimunated,

Inspired in part by the commussion's rec-
ommendation, the National Collegrate Ath-
letic Association decided to imvestigate the
1ssue on iks own. Now, four vears later, the
work of the NCAA!s Minonty Opportunities
and Interests Committee 15 coming to a close,

The assoczation identified 31 member col-
leges with Amertean Indias mascots, nick-
names, or iogos and asxed them to file re-
ports by the beginmng of May, evalvating
how they use such imagery.

in August the panet will submat a report to
the NCAA's Executive Commutiee suggesting
a course of action, which may iclude meas-
ures as severe as a ban on such nicknames.

“I think the NCAA's mvolvement has
tremendous significance, regardless of what
the cutcome 15,” savs Ellen Staurowsky, a
proiessor and chair of the depariment of
sport management and media at Ithaca Col-
lege. “A starting point im these types of dis-
‘cussions has to be raising awareness.”

The 155u¢ 15 by no means new. Stanford
University and Dartmouth College retired
therr “Indians” team nicknames more than
30 years ago, after bitter fights with alumm.
In the past two vears, at least six colleges
have retired American indian mascots or
nickoames. In February the State University,
of West Georgta elimmated its “Braves”
nitkname and soon will announce a replace-
ment. The NCA A’s mcreasmng interest i the
1ssue played a role, says Beheruz M. Sethna,
the umversity’s president. Stonehill College
decided in early Mavy that its athletics teams
would be known as Skyhawks rather than
the Chieftains. Respect for Amerncan Indian

'NCAA, Florida State uses a

"tion of People whose un-

culture, as well as the NCAAls interest, influ-

" enced the decision, savs a coflege spokesman.

Southeast Missourt State University, without
a mascot smee the 1980s, chose “Redhawks™ in
October to replace both “Indians” for its men’s
teams and “Otahkians,” after a Cherokee
princess, for its women’s teams. The new nick-
pame enables the unrversity to matket its ath-
Ietics programs without an “arm tied bebind its
back,” says Charles R Wiles, marketing-and-
promotions director. “It was just a matter ot
tme,” he says, “before the NCAA got tougher.”

ALWAYS A SEMINOLE

Some other colleges, however, are not
budging from lovalty to therr Amerncan In-
dian-related mascots. For more than 23
years, a succession of Florida State Univer-
sity students have portraved
Chief Osceola, planting a fam-
g speat at midfield before
every Seminoles home foot-
ball game. In its report to the

common defense of such 1m-
agery, saving that it 15 not only
respectful but a celebration
of the culture.

“Our use of the symbols
and images of the Semnole
demonstrate the highest
honor and respect for a Nas

compromising tortitude and
strength of character we waat
our athletes to emulate m alf are-
nas of sport,” wrote Lee E Hinkle,
vice president for umversiiy rela-
tions, 10 the wpiversity’s report,
Dretractors respond that such 1m-
agery tosters stereotypical views of
American Indians. Ms. Staurowsky

sometimes asks stuzdents in her sports-man-
agement classes at Ithaca who Chief Osceola
1s. Without hesitation most of them respond
that be i Florida State's mascot, But, she says,
they do not know who the real Osceola was,
nor can they deseribe his fate—beheading—at
the hands of U.S. soldiers.

“I think that says that there is a cerlan
levei of naiveté or disingenuousness, that
you can take a sports mascot and have thai
be a meanngful vehicle for education.of the
American populace,” she says.

" Florida State officials noie that the um-
versity portrays Chief Osceola with the
knowledge of the Semunoles in Florida and
Oklahoma. Florida members ot the tribe
participate in the umversity’s homecoming
parade and heip désign the regalia worn by
Chief Qsceola, and Florida State offers
scholarships io iribe members,

A number of institutrons argue that tocal

tribes support their nicknames and mascots.
Thev include Mississippi College and the
,  University of Louisiana at Monree,

! Even among American Indians,

over the wssue. The chief of
the Seminole Tribe

of Florida, Mitchell
Cyprus, did not re-

turn The Chronicle’s
telephone calls but

fas affirmed his sup-

port of Florida State’s nickpame m
previous mterviews, Neverthetess, in
2001 the Seminote Nation of Oklahoma

Southeast Missouri State U, reptaced its
American indian nickname and logo

Rowdy the Redhawk (left).

though, there & disagreement.

fabove} with a new nickname and mascot,

signed a statement, aiong with other tribes,
condemmnng the use of Amencan ndian mas-
cots and nicknames by colleges. Florida State’s
report does not mention the statement.

David W, Narcomey, 2 member of the
Semmole Natton of Oklahoma, savs he 1s
helping to drait a tribal.resolution that if
passed would speak against Florida State’s
use of its mascot. Referning to the Seminoies
of Florida, Mr. Narcomey says, “I believe
thev have not seriously looked at the mascot
1ssue and fully explored its impact.”

Corev Jackson, the NCAA's staff liaison to
the mmority-inierests committee, draws a
pornted companson: “Tn the 1960, certain peo-
ple 1n the South felt that the situation was okay
with Jim Crow.” Sometimes, he says, “the 1ssue
1s much bigger than one local community.”

Even m Florida there are dissenting vorées,
such as Susan Anderson. A working mother
and a Cherokes, she entolled in Florida State
1n the fate 1970s and completed her degree in
the mid-1990s. As someone who participates
m traditional Cherokee ceremonies, she savs
the use of regalia by the student who plays
Osceola trivializes items that she finds sacred.

Sirice the early 1990s, she has participated
in protests outside Florida State’s home
footbalt games. “Adt first, as a young person,
it sumpiy depressed me,” she says. “As I ma-
tured, it made me more angry.”

In its report, Florida State. savs that there
18 1o evidence that the Semmnole nickname 13
racist, creates a hostile environment, or 18
sacrilegrous.

TRIBAL TENSIONS

The vowces of locai Amenican Indians
have been raised on some campuses. At the
University of Morth Dakota, Leigh.D. Jean-
otte, director of Amernican Indian serv-zs

Continued ont Following Page
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