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and a2 member ot the Turtle Mountam
Chippewa Tribe, says his mput and that of
others was omitted from the university’s re-
port about its “Fighting Sioux” nickname.
“Te NCAA was asking for some active -
volvement of the campus community re-
garding this 1ssue,” he savs. “None ot that
toox place here at UND.”

In its report, the umversity emphasizes its
American Indian programs and says it “is
recognized as a national leader 1 providing
access and opportupity tor Amertcan Indi-
ans and other mirtority populations.”

“Arguably,” the report says, “the university
does more than any other institution of high-
er education 1n the United States to cele-
brate the Amencan Indian culture.”

Mr. Jeanotte heiped file 3 mmonty report
wizy the NCAA, questioming whether such
culturai programs can be used to wstify the
pickname, It argues that most Amenean In-
dian programs at the unversity are financed
by tederal grants, and that the directors ot

the programs have established “outstanding
reputations despite the controversy” sur-
rounding the nickname.

Charles E. Kupchella, the umversity’s
president, says he has oot seen the mmority
report and cannot comment on it. He notes
that Morth Dakota’s strategic plan 1ncludes
support for Amerncan Indian progrars, and
that such institutional support “can’t be ex-
plained away.”

Moreover, North Dakota says it is bound
by a 2001 ruling by the state’s Board of Ed-
ucation that says the umversity’s athletics
teams must be known as the “Fighting
Siowx.” That ruling came a tew days after an
alumnus, Ralph Engetstad, said that if the
pickname was changed, he would halt con-
struction ot a $100-millfon hockey arena he
was donating to the umvessity.

The NCAA’s Mr, Jackson says that al-
though he has not yet reid North Dakota’s
report, the argument that a umversity 1s
bound by what its state board dictates is cir-
cuiar. The association, be says, will look into

. “institutions that don’t want to face up to the
155ULs.”

Faculty members at the University of Uli-
nois at Urbana-Champaign say ihev have
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been shut out of a report on the umversity’s
nickname and its use of Chief Hliniwek, por-
irayed by a student who dons buckskins,
paints his tace blue and orange, and dances
during the halftimes of football and basket-
pall games. In Jupe 2004 the Board of
Trustees called for 2 “consensus conclusion”
on the use of the mascot that would be ac-
ceptable to a maioniy of aiumny, students,
and faculty merebers.

I its Teport, Ilinoss did not explore the -
sues m any depth, says Stephen J. Kaufman,
a protessor of cell biology who 1t an outspo-
xen critic of the mascot’s continued use.“The
report dodges and dances around many of
the NCAA’s questions” and shows that wru-

verstty administrators lack the courage to-

take a stand, he says 1o an mterview. He

‘pomnts to the recent decision of the president

of Marquette University to turn down an of-
ter of $2-miltion from two trustees——and re-
sist subsequent pressufe trom like-punded
alumni—to restose 2 retired American Indi-
an nickname {The Chronicle, June 18,2004).
Perhaps the NCAA will have similar convic-

- tion, Mr. Kaufman says

Sugpporters of the use of Chief Winiwek
think doing away with the symbot would have
a negative umpact on their umversity. Howard
Waketand is an associate dean emeritus of
engmeenng and president of the Honer the
Chief Society, a nonprofit group with more
than 1,000 members, whose goal is to keep
Chief lliniwek a part of umiversity life, He
says, “It really does something for the esprit
de corps”

“YRUE" BRAVES

Amid such controversies, the University
of North Carolina at Pembroxe stands out as
an unusual case. Founded in part by Lumbee
Tribe members i 1887, the mstitution en-
rolled oniv Amencan Indians until the 1950s.
The student body remains rore than one-
fifth American Indian,

In s teport, Pembroke cites widespread
focal support on the campus and among the
tocal tribes tor its “Braves” nickname. Jirmy
Gongs, chiet of the Lumbees and a Pem-
broke graduate, calls the founding of the
umversity “one of the greatest accomplish-
ments of our people.”

Zoe W. Locklear, 2 Lumbee who 25 1inter~
mm dean of the School of Education, heard
that message. “To borrow 2 popuiar line trom
a television show.” slie says “the tribe has
spoken.”

There are a few dissenters, as Hustrated by
a survey the college conducted for its official
report. Around 7 percent of more than 1,300
respondents, inciuding those on campus, aium-
i, and local residents said they were not i ta-
vor of continung to use the nickname and
togo. In 1991 Pembroke did respond to criti-
csm from American Indian tribes and re-
placed its “Braves” mascot, a student who
dressed up m an Amencan Indian outfit, with
a red-tailed hawk.

Vernon Bellecourt, director of the Na-
tional Coalition on Racism 1 Sports and the
Media, which opposes the use of Amerncan
Indian mascots, says he respects Pembroke's
right as an Armertcan Indian nstitution to
choose its own name. Nevertheless, he hopes
that it will repiace-the nickname 1o set an ex-
ample tor other colleges and “provide lead-
ership on this 1ssue.”

Then there 15 the case of the University of
Hawaii-Manoa, which tound its “Warriors™
nickname specified for inciusion by the
NCAA. As a spokeswoman explaned, the
pickname retess to indigenous people trom
Hawaii, not Amencan Indians. The univers:-
ty will file a repoxt, although it mussed the
May 1 deagline.

LIMITED OPTIONS
The NCAA has often been skittish about

. wading mto 1ntracampus debates, including

this one. The association’s Committee on
Sportsmanship 2nd Ethical Conduct urged
all colleges to stop using Amencan Indian
nicknames 1o 2002 but said it recogruzes that
controversies over nicknames “may be ad-
dressed most effectively by the mdividual in-
stitniion, its commanity, and conterence,
rather than at the naitonal level”

Both Florida State and North Dakotd
quote that passage 1 thew reports. Philip A.
Harmeson, sentor assoctate to the president
of North Dakota, who wrote the university’s
report, was less subtle in the [ocal Grand
Forks Herold on May i: “The NCAA does
not have the authority to order a school to

use, or not use. a particuiar name, Or mas-
cot,” he said. He did not elaboraie in an in-
terview with The Chronicle.

1n the mterim report it filed in 2002, the
NCAA’S nunority-interesls committee,
which compnises 15 college presidents, ath-
letics directors, and other officials, and is
chaired by Robert.C. Vowels Jr., commis-
stoner of the Southiwestern Athletic Confer-
ence, savs there are a number of penalties
that 1t can recommend to the Execunve
Coromittee,

1n 2002 the NCAA. forbade champronship
events trom taking place 1 South Carolina
and Mississippi because of those states” con-
tpwung use of the Contederate battle flag.
Those bans remain 1n effect. '

Apart from attempting an outright ban on
American Indian nicknames and mascots, the
NCAA could suggest that colleges that de-

_ cline to gave up such imagery be.barred from

postseason tournaments, or be prevented
from bringiog therr mascots to such games, or
be finéd.

“Jt's tough to tell” what will bappen, savs
Mr. Jackson.

If the NCAA does nothing, many colleges
will be left to respond to the opimions of
deep-pocketed alumm who treasure the tra-
dition of Indian nickvames at their alma
maiers. Southeastern Oklahoma State Uni-
versity emphasizes that pont in its report.

“The complete eliomnation of Savages asa
nickname . . .15 mdged to be a Righly vajue-
taden process that would be emotionaily
charged and would immediately create a
severance or disconnect with many alumai,”
1t says. “Thesmmediate consequences would
be very costly to the university in terms of
tund-raising activities with sports-minded
aitmni.”

But Richard . Littfe, senior director ot
communications at Miami University, offers
some surprising empiricai evidence, In 1996
the Ohio nstitution retired its “Redskins”
nickname 1a tavor of “Red Hawks” Betore
the decision was made, many alumn raised
protests and threatened to permanently |
withhold donations.

The year after the namé change, the um-
versity had the largest tund-raising response
1n ifs historv. n
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Indlan mascots banned for NCAA playoffs

Noble cause for NCAA?
You've got to be kidding

n today s episode of “Annoy-

I ing Busybodies,” we bring
you the NCAA and its deci-
sion to ban’ .
Native Amexi-
can mascots
from: its postsea-
son shindigs.” ~

Yes, ladies.
and gents, the
same folks who .
mandated stim-
mer foothall
media gunides as
ameasure fo
help save the Republic will no
Ionger allow Native American
mascots {o prance around dui-
ing championships.

After Feb. 1, offensive mck
names or mascots cannot
appear on feam uniforms.or -

¢lothing at NCAA champi

onships. Schools with such . « -

nicknames or maseots will not
. . be allowed to
host postseason
events.

possibility of
duct tapé across
Florida State hel-
mets to cover the
arrows, ot pef-
haps a patch that
reads “Big Sid’s
Bail Bonds” over
the offending University of Hlli-
nois logo.

Wa do not intend to belittle
the concerns of Native Ameri-
cans, who have more than theix

- Pleasesee FAIRBANK/BA

Thisraisesthe

‘Hostile-oi abusive’ nic_knames

The 18 nicknames of colleges and
uriversities that fall into the
NCAA'S "hostlle o abuswe” ’
category: -

| Alcom State (Ala) Braves _
W Central Mlchlgan Chippewas

| | Catawba NC ) Indians

o ] Flonda State Semmoles

| M:dwestern State (T exas)
Indians”

| Utah Utes

] ,IlndlanaUnlversny(Pa} '

Indlans

| Carthage (W!S } Redmen
] Bradley (i) Braves -
W Arkansas State Indians
B Chowan (N.C) Braves

W University of Iilinols iini

B University of Louisiana- Monroe '

Indlians

~ B McMurry (Texas) Indians

W Mississippi College Choctaws
W Newberry {5.C) Indians

W University of North Dakota
Fighting Sioux

M Southeastern Qklahoma State
Savages

“them otherwise. It's unclea

The NCAA deems 18 schools to have unacceptable
mascots for NCAA championship events; the status
of William and Mary, which has received an
extension to evaluate its nickname, is unclear.

FROM: STAFF WIRE SERVICE REPORTS
by individual schools.

~“What each institution
decides to do is really its own
business” outside NCAA cham-
pionship events, Harrison said.
“What we are.trying to say is
that we find these mascots to be
unacceptable for NCAA cham-

INDIANAPOLIS — The NCAA
banned the use of American Indi-
an mascots by sports teams dur-
ing its postseason tournametits
on Friday, biit' will not prohibit

what the ruling means for the

College of William and'Mary, Y pionshipcompetition” .
whose nickname is Tribe, - The NCAA:deemed 18 schools
Nicknames or mascots ® tohavemascots thatare “hostile

deemed “hostile or abusive” will
not be allowed on team uniforms
or other clothing beginning with
any NCAA tournament after
Feb. 1, $aid Walter Harrison, the
Umversxty of Hartford's presi-

dent. He said the NCAA’s execu:.
tive committee decided the
organization did not have the

or abusive,” including Florida
State’s Seminole and Mlinois’ i-
ni Florida State President TK.

Please see NICKNAMES/B4
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» FAIRBANK Continued from B1

share of legitimate g1 ipes about
their depiction. Offensive team
hicknames and mascots should
be scrapped.

For example, a certain NFL,
team in our nation’s capital
should have retired its nick-
name, a blatant slur, long ago.
But that's a topic for another
day.

- The NCAA executive com-
mittee’s words and actions are
galling for a couple of reasons.

. First, the NCAA has no busi-
ness in the school nickname
and mascot business. Second,
when it chose to delve into the
suitability of nicknames and
mascots, it hedged and finessed
and deemed some more suitable
than others.

Attempting to flex its social
respongibility muscles, the gov-
erning body of college athletics
actually demonstrated what a
precarious hold it has on colle

“athletics. :

Waiter Harrison, chair of the
Executive Committée and presi-
dent of the University of Hart
ford, said in a story that appears
on the NCAA’s Web site that
scliools may adopt any mascot
or nickname they wish,
it “an institutional matter.”

Unfortunately, he didn’t stop
there.

“But as a national assocja-
tion,” he continued, “we believe
that mascots, hicknames or
images deemed hiostile oy abu-
sive in terms of race, ethnieity
o1 national origin should not be
visible at the championship
events that we control ?

Sounds noble and high-mind-

- ed, doesn’t it? It's malarkey, -

© Last November, the NCAA
asked 33 schools that had
Native American nicknames
and mascots to submit gelf-eval-
uations on the depiction of
imagery. On Friday, the NCAA
revealed that 18 schools had hot
demonstrated sufficient sensi-
tvity and would be subject to

the new guidelines.

Why are San Diego State's
Aztecs Jess offensive than the
University of Utah’s Utes? Why
are West Georgia’s Braves ]
aceeptable and Bradley Univer-
sity’s Braves not? .

‘Florida State responded to
its place on the List of Shame by
threatening a lawsuit against
the NCAA. Less than two
months ago the Seminole Tribe
of Florida’s governing cotmeil
unanimously approved of the
school’s nickname. Not good .
enough, the NCAA said. =

- Another question: Why Feb,
1? I the NCAA were serious
about ostracizing schools with
offensive nicknames and mas-
cots, do 50 now. '

- Instead, the NCAA waits
unti] after football bowl season,
‘but.in time for the mega-bucks,
mega-audience men’s basket-
ball tournament, when NC,
‘reps can come on the air for -
three consecutive weekends
and say: We're sensitive; we
Here in owr corner of the
world, William and Mary
awaits-word on whether
“Tribe” falls into the offensive
category. The school received
an extension on its self-study
and will learn Jater this fall.

What would William and

Maty do if “Tribe” is deemed

unacceptable? No one is sure,
The scheol could change its
nickname to reflect something
colonial or maybe the “Jeffer.
sonsg,” after its most notable
alum, though George and ]
Weezie would probably lodgé a
protest,. =~ - .
The NCAA has plenty on its
platé already. Attempting to leg-
islate against school nicknaries
and mascots is a ¢rusade it can-
1ot win; nor should it attempt

Dave Falrbank can bereachéd ot 247-
4637 or by e-mail at )
dfairbank@dallypress.com wt

> NICKNAMES Continued from B1

Wethereil, who played football 3

for'the Seminocles 40 years ago,
said he will sue for an “outra-
geous and insulting” decision.

. William and Mary received
the NCAA request to evaluate its
hickname and fascot late last
fall. Because the college was
between administrations, ath-

‘letic director Terry Driscoll
- asked for and received an exten-

sion from the NCAA, to present
findings Nov. 1. .

J“We don’t know where we
stand;”) Driscoll said. “We still
have torcomplete the selfstudy,”
" 1 W&M doesn’t use a mascot.
The only image the school uses
that reflects Native American

- heritage are feathers that are

attached to the “W&M” logo on
uniforms. ’

" Not all schools with Indian-
refated nicknames are on that
list. NCAA officials said some

| schools using the Warrior nick-

name do.not use Indian symhbols

-and would not be affected.

- The University of North Car-
olina at Pembroke, which uses
the nickname Braves, will not
face sanctiors, NCAA president
Myles Brand said the schaol’s
student body historically has
admitted a high percentage of
Ameérican. Indians and more

BESTW e

North Carolina Pembroke,

aschool founed toserve American Indians, s

the only college inthe nation exempted from a ban onusing Indian

nick_nar_nes and mascots ApPHOTO
than 20 percent of the students

are American Indians, .
Schools on the Tist could stilt
appeal.

“I'suspect that some of thoge

~would like to have a ruling on

that,” Brand said. “But unless
there is a changé before Feb, 1,
they will have to abide by it.”
Foothall teams also would not
be subjected to the new rules
because Division I-A has no play-
off and the other divisions’ play-
offs are over-Jong before Feb, 1

Vernon Bellecon t, president
of the National Coalition on
Racism in Sports and Media, was
Dpleased with the postseason ban
but had hoped for even stronger
action. ‘ S
. “We wotild have hoped the
NCAA would have provided the

" moral leadership on this issue,

but ebviously theyve chosen to
only go halfway,” said Belle-
court, a member of the Anishin:
abe-Ojibwe Nation. -

* The NCAA two years ago rec.

Mascot ban begins Feb. 1

ormmended that schools deter -
mine for themselves whether the
Indian depictions were offensive -

Florida State, for example,
has received permission from
the Seminole Tribe in Florida to
use the nickname That, howey-
er, will not suffice.  + o

- “Other Seminole tribes are
not supportive,” said Charlotte
Westerhaus, the NCAA vice prés-
ident for diversity and inclusion,

Among the schools to change
nicknames in recent years.over
such concerns were St. Johr's
{from Redimen to Red Storm) and
Marquette (from Warriors to
Golden Eagles). i

The NCAA plans to ban
schools using Indian nicknames
from hosting postseason events, -
Harrison said schools with such
mascots that have alreéady been
selected as tournament sites
would be asked to cover any
offensivelogos.- - -

Such logos also would be pro- -
hibited at postseason games on
cheerleader and band uniforms
starting in 2008. :

The board also approved a
two-year contract extension for |
Brand. His deal was to run -
through Dec. 31, 2007 and now
includes an. indefinite two-year
rollover =



Om%_, on NCAA ban

Q: How many schools does this affect?
A: 18 in all three divisions, including
Florida State, llinois, Utah, Louisiana-
Monroe and Arkansas State.

Q: Why didn't the NCAA merely ban
Native Amenican nicknames?

A: NCAA Executive Committee Chairman

Walter Harson said thé organtzation
didn't believe it had the authority to dic-
tate school nicknames and mascots to its
members. However, it's clear the assoqa-
tion wotld like schools to getrid of these
ontheir own. Thisis a push in that direc-
tion.
Q: How does the NCAA define “hostile
and abusive™? :
A:Ithasn'tyetin full detail and, with the
help of the courts; this may take years.

- 0z Do schiools have any recourse?

 AsYes. They cah suethe NCAA individual-

- - ly or fite @ class-action suit with other
. schools. However, Gary R. Roberts, direc-
tor of the sports law program at Tulane,.
said hé didn't think such a challenge had
. *any'serious chance of success.” .. “The ’
-long-term effect will probably'be the
same as a ban on member schools having
stich symbols and mascots, but atleast
supefficially thé decision toabaridon
such mascots will then be the individual
schools’, not (from) an NCAA mandate.™
Q: Howwould this affect schools finan-
cially? -
s Every sport figures to be affected in *.
some way, and some, like basketball and
volleyball, that usé warm-ups and prac-
tice shirts and shorts, will be hit harder
than others; Central Florida equipment
manager Robert Jones said. Batting hel-
: raets, batting gloves, shoes, socks, balls,
. golf dlub covers, coaches® dipboards — -
, everything will have to be exaniined.
“Depending on how mary iegos youTe

budget,” fones said. - - o
Q: What about television networks? Will

they go along with this? T
An ESPN spokesman .umE Friday that

. the cable giant likely will discuss tie issue

but it's too soon to say what the outcome
might be.
Q: When does this ban go into effect?

. A Starting in February 2006, schools

can't host postseason play unless they

_change their names and can't partidpate

unless they coverup offensive references.
In 2008, the same will apply to marching
bands, cheerleaders and mascots.

@2 Do schools have énough time to react?

A: The timing is bad for any affected
schools. The 2005-06 budget year for
many schools started on July 1. Most fer-
seys were ordered in the fate spring, and

. many sets have already been delivered.
. Q: Division I-As postseason is run
“through the bowi system, not throughan

NCAR playoff. So does this affect Florida

‘State’s fodthall team?

A: The Bowl Championship Series and
other bowd games fikely will feel pressure
fo follow the NCAA's lead, but the NCAA
can't force them to do so.

Q: What about buying T-shirts and things
with Florida State’s logos on them?

‘Az Thosa will still be available but not at

NCAA-sponsored postseason events.

@ Is there any financial upside?

A: Possibly. Florida State, for exdmple,
annually ranks in Colfegiate Licensing

- Company'stop 10in royalties generated
from apparel and souvenir sales. If the
. Seminoles dedided to change thetr nick-..
- name, fans might be inclined to re-stock
7 thewrapparel, ) L
- Qs How will media treat the ban?

A: Generally, the news meda refer to

- schools by names and nicknarnes that

L schools like to call themselves, This is not
- likely to change. , )

H ! ¢ - Qs What about the San Diego State

" talking about, it could be devastating to a :

Agtecs?

* ArThefolks in Souther California arenot
_affected by Friday’s nufing. - '

" ORLANDO SENTINEL =

-

The NCAA has determined that mascots suchas Florida State’s Chief Osceola
are “hostile and abusive” and will not be alfowed at NCAA-sponsored
postseason events. ap pHOTO : . 5
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Use of Indian mascots is banned from postseason

Staff writer Ed Miller contributed to this report

BY MICHAEL MAROT

ASSOCIATED PRESS
INDIANAPOLIS — The NCAA banned the use of American Indian mascots by sports teams during its postseason
tournaments, but will not prohibit them otherwise.

The NCAA’s executive committee decided this week the

organizatio n Affected did not have the schools/C7 authority to bar

indian mascots by
individual schools, committee chairman Walter Harrison said Friday.

Nicknames or mascots deemed “hostile or abusive” would not be allowed on team uniforms or other clothing
beginning with any NCAA tournament after Feb. 1, said Harrison, the University of Hartford’s president.

“What each institution decides to do is really its own business” outside NCAA championship events. Harrison
said.

“What we are trying to say is that we find these mascots to be unacceptable for NCAA championship
competition,” he added.

At least 18 schools have mascots the NCAA deems “hostile or abusive,” including Florida State’s Seminole and
[inois’ Hllin.
Fiorida State President T.K. Wetherell threatened to take legal action after the ruling.

“That the NCAA would now label our close bond with the Seminole people as culturally *hostile and abusive’ is
both outrageous and insulting,” Wetherell said in a written statement.

“l intend to pursue alf legal avenues to ensure that this unacceptable decision is overturned, and that this
university will forever be associated with the ‘unconquered’ spirit of the Seminole Tribe of Florida.”

William and Mary has been given an extension {o complete a self-study on the mascot Issue. William and Mary
was red-flagged by the NCAA because of its nickname, The Tribe. and because its logo features a pair of
feathers. The school changed its nickname from “Indians” in the late 1980s.

“We don't know where we stand. We still have to complete the self study, which of course, we will do,” athletic
director Terry Driscoll said.

Chowan College, nicknamed the Braves, was one of the schools deemed to be subject to the new policy. A call
to the school’s athletic department was not immediately returned Friday afternoon.

Not all schools with Indianrelated nicknames are on that list. NCAA officials said some schools using the
Warrior nickname do not use Indian symbols and would not be affected.

North Carolina-Pembroke, which uses the nickname Braves. will not face sanctions. NCAA president Myles

hitp://epilot2. hamptonroads.com/Repository/getFiles.asp?Style=OliveXLib: LowLevelEntity... 8/8/2005
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Brand explained said the school’s student body has historically admitted a high percentage of American Indians
and more than 20 percent of the students are American indians.

Schools on the list could still appeal.

“| suspect that some of those would like to have a ruting on that.” Brand said. “But unless there 1s a change
before Feb. 1, they will have to abide by it.” :

Major college football teams also would not be subijected to the new rules because there is no NCAA Division i-
A tournament or playoff.

Vernon Bellecourt, president of the National Coalition on Racism in Sports and Media. was pleased with the
postseason ban but had hoped for even stronger action.

“We would have hoped the NCAA would have provided the moral leadership on this issue, but obviously
they've chosen to only go halfway,” said Bellecourt, a member of the Anishinabe-Ojibwe Nation in Minnesota.

The NCAA two years ago recommended that schools determine for themselves whether the Indian depictions
were offensive.

Florida State has received permission from the Seminole tribe m Florida to use the nickname. The NCAA,
however, made its decision based on a different standard.

“Other Seminole tribes are not supportive,” said Charlotte Westerhaus. the NCAA vice president for diversity
and incluston.

Among the schools to change nicknames in recent years over such concerns were St. John's (from Redmen to
Red Storm) and Marquetie (from Warriors to Golden Eagles).

The NCAA plans to ban schools using Indian nicknames from hosting postseason events. Harrison said
schools with such mascots that have already been selected as tournament sites would be asked to cover any
offensive logos.

Such logos also would be prohibited at postseason games on cheerleader and band uniforms starting in 2008.

Other measures approved this week include stronger penaities for schools that repeatedly fall below the
NCAA’s new academic cufline. Harrison said schools would receive a warning letter the first year; restrictions on
scholarships, recruiting and playing time the second year; and a postseason ban the third year.

If a school fails to meet the standard four consecutive years, all teams at that school would be ineligible for

postseason play.

o the fourth year,” Harrison said. “A school should take stronger action

“I'd fully expect that we never get ¢
d a message that there will be real, serous consequences if you don't.”

before that. But | think this should sen

Sehools also would receive a bonus point if a player returns to school to complete his or her degree.

The board also approved a two-year contract extenston for Brand. His deal was to run through Dec. 31, 2007,
and now includes an indefinite two-year roliover.

Z:o”\\anmoﬂw.rméﬁoédm%.oonsxmmgm:“o@\mo%m_mm.mwvwmgwnO:<@ME¢”roéwﬁimzﬁw... 8/8/2005
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Hue and cry over nicknames cast in several shades of gray

* Reach Bob at 757-446-2373 or bob.molinaro@pilotonline.com

With its ban from postseason tournamenis of American Indian nicknames and mascots deemed “hostile or
abusive,” the NCAA has ruled that there 1s an important difference between the Fighting lilini and the Fighting

irish.
It’s one thing to be sensitive to the culture of Native Americans. But who speaks for the leprechauns?

And who will stand up for the College of William and Mary, America’s second-oldest university, which has been
cited by the NCAA because of its nickname, the Tribe, and a logo that includes a pair of feathers?

William and Mary has been allowed an extension to investigate its problem with the NCAA. This shouldn’t be so
difficult to fix once the school informs the powers that be that the concept of “tribe” is not exclusive to Indians.

Webster's New World Coliege Dictionary lists seven definitions for “tribe” without including the words Indian or
Native American or referring to any racial or religious group.

Through biology, family and tradition, we ali belorig to one sort of tribe or ancther. Which brings us to those
hothersome feathers. Again, easily resclved. Just turn the feathers into quill pens, to reflect the school’s important
role in.Colonial history. If that’s too retro, a pair of diplomas sticking out from the interiocking WM would help
remind everyone that this is ocne university where the athletic tail does not wag the scholarly dog.

William and Mary, which thought it had resolved this debate by dropping its “Indians” nickname in the late
1980s, is finding the world to be an ever-more sensitive place. Nobody would accuse it or the 18 schools
immediately affected by the NCAA's ban of being callous and hostile toward Native Americans. Fans who support

these nicknames aren't racist, just a little oblivious. As we all can be.

More abusive to the Native American culture than team nicknames are mascots who wear war paint,
headdresses and feathers and perform mock dances and chants. Especially if the ersatz Indian is, say, a

Presbyterian from Newark, N.J.

But this is not a red or white issue. The Seminoles of Florida strongly support Florida State’s use of thewr name
‘and image, whereas representatives of the Seminofes of the Southwest are offended that Florida State football
crowds are fired up by a spear-wielding Indian on horseback.

Seven schools on the NCAA’s banned list are known as the Indians, three go by Braves. The Choctaws of
Mississippi College are represented, as are the Fighting Sioux of North Dakota.

As hostile college monikers go, only one — the Savages of Southeastern Oklahoma State University — is in
the same league with the NFL Redskins, which I1s a racal slur.

The NCAA means well, though you can’t help but think that there are other things more important than
nicknames that could be banned from college events, such as functionally illiterate athletes and campus thugs.

Because these nicknames and mascots arrived long before political correctness, most of us rarely think about
ther possible impact on some people. The Fighting illint doesn’t jolt our sensibilities the way a team named the

Fighting Hispantcs or Fighting ltalians would.

But what about the Fighting Irish, who do not appear on any banned list? The NCAA claims to be cracking
down on “hostile and abusive racial/ethnic/national origin mascots, nicknames or imagery.” Yet Notre Dame’s
teams are represented by a ridiculous little man in a areen suit carrying a big stick.

Apparently, the leprechaun iobby has yet to be heard from.
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BT POSTSEASON MASCOT BAN

Pride or prejudice?

NCAA targets ,&Smuo_m
deenied to be offensive
to Native Americans -

. BY JIM MASHEK
Kavzerr RIoDER NEWSPAPERS

BILOXI, Miss.
p omething interesting B
+ gomng to take place next
spring during the NCAA
men's &nd women's bas-
- ketball towrnaments,
m_s.aw State might make it to
the field of 65, but the Seminoles
will sot. Utah could earn an at-
large tournament , 01_ z _Qz
berth, but the team
will not be known as
the Utes. And, eloser to home, R
Alcdrn State takes the Southwest-
ern Atbletic Conference tourney
champiotiship, the scheol will be
represented by a nickpame and -
mascot to be E.Emn_ Fﬂm_. Insi
of the Braves,
The NCAA’s
tee has decided use c.H. ?ﬁmass
.- Indian mascots will be batined
* from postseason turnaments
starting next spring, butother-:
.- wise, they’ i wm u HE:S

ﬂumamoa &Eﬁ mmuaum use,
whatever nickname you like, but
dor’t expect us to recognize it. The
NCAA has ruled that nicknames or

" ‘mascots deemed “hostile or abu-
sive” carinot be prmted on tedm un- -

iformhs or other m%m_‘mm in any
NCAA S:Bmsma after Feb, 1.

dum nmna_o_._ affects ak, Hmmmﬁ 18.

ZO»» member Ewﬁcuonm

.H,B&nogmbmﬁ aren’t McSm to -
. like this onie bit: American Indian
groups figureto be more suppor- .

" tive, although the Seminole Tribe .

of Florida has continually given its
Emwmﬁw to Florida State, which -
“édopted the nickname whign the -
-school began accepting male styi-
%:»m n theiate'dls..
.H.mwa nnﬁ_aws gmx om
SE the .?va Tribune mmnwm».
this vear, “We feél that it isan
16nor and a reflection-of the um-

.. vérsify to represent the spirit ot

- the'Seriiinole  Tribe of Florida.”

t spirit, évidently, will not
..mmnmmmnﬁon next Spring, when
U codch Mike Martin’s baseball
“teamn play hést 16 vet another
20?» qm%osﬁ toirnament, It's
whep Emvmasamm are scrap-
ing ¥ 55 H.,S 9. .ESB_ in mid-

March, but not when thevTe plav-
B.mms. aberth in the College
~World Series.

. Therein lies the rup, mnnoH&Fm =

to former Alcorn State coach Da-
vey Whitney, the first man o
“coach a historically black uiiiver- -

- sity to victory in the NCAA men's
basketball tournament.:

| “Ifthe NCAAisgomgtodo
something like that, they shouldn’t
precemeal it,” Whitney said.

: .d&»mw kind of half:-Theartéd], as

far a5 I'm concerned. If theyre
going to'do this, Emwm ita Emb_aﬁ
- situation.”
- Alcorn State’s ,E.nﬂnmnw Chip- -
ton Bristow, is 2 member of the -
NCAA executive committee, but
. .someone in his office said he was
* but of fown vesterday and unavail-

"' . ablefor comment.

Oklahoma Semninelés weighed
1 vwith their opposition to Florida

State’s nickname earlier this year. -

-No doubt; they have'a problem
with OE& Osceola’s pregame -

. ritual, when the FSU mascot rides

-ahorse onté thé field and firesa -
" burning artow mio the ground 4t *
midfield, It's easy to see therr

“point, that i projects stergotypes.

' Suzan Shown Harjo, a colum- :

. wrote, “The Sermindle Nationts'on =
.. record, dlong with the Cherokee, "

.Umsmoongmmuﬁggm&mn
_itsuse ofits E&Bmam. Em Rebels,

: Emﬁ for Indian' 0055 .Hoamw. N

Chickasa dr%ﬁ?mumgﬁn?.

*+ Whether the NCAA Should i
terveng Bmﬁvﬁnﬂ 8 nmwmﬁm

Bur xma_n. 2 muou __._
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Nicknames

axed by NCAA

By John Harvey

WILLIAMSBURG — The NCAA continues to- toughen its
meon on team EQBNE% 5<o?Em Native Ameéricans, announc-
. Ing a new policy Friday
IOm._.__.m Z—h-AZbgmm A d that . bars - the. use " of
{ ‘American Indians mascofts
1 by college teams mvolved
i national tournamernts. -
~Fully 18.colleges were
1 told -their ‘mascots were
| hostile or abusave. The list
includes Florida State and
| Dlinois. While the policy
bars the display of “racial,
-ethnic/national origin mas-
cots, nicknames or
imagery.”- Oddly the
- University of Notre Dame
: didn’t make the Tist despite
its use of “Fighting Trish.”
- It’s -unclear ~how " the
néw policy -will affect the
‘College “of ‘William &
gmq_ ‘which was among

uation ‘of 1ts use: of Nanve ‘American .imagery. ‘"W&M was not
among the Jist of 18 oouomom deerngd to have hostile micknames,
and the NCAA noted it bad been m:..mn an nxﬂou.ﬂob on its evalua-

. ﬂon though it didn’t say why. - -
‘News of this NCAA ruling still H_mmu t- _.omnr& the William &
Mary campus. Reached at home Friday night, athletic director
Terry Dnscoll said he has 882& no ommﬂ& word on the new

| nickname policy.

“The way we found out about it was a news MSQ. he said.

“Until we get somie :baonEu&nm of what' ﬁEow_BEn& are womEo -

or abusive, there’s nothing really fo comment about.” :
.- The NCAA’s execufive committee approved recommended @omﬂ
ﬁamoanom for schools who continue to, use Native American mas-

o 88 EowumEnm NEQ _Eman E EQH Eangﬁom_mno programs.
S See Nﬁhﬁ«\nu& naas I

wm 8:&8 Emﬂ.ccﬁn E.mn w by the NCAA to submit a self eval-




. Continued from page 1B
" “College and ‘universities

may. adopt any .mascot, they

jwish, as that is"an institutional
-matter,” said Walter’ m.&dmob.
char ‘of ‘the Executive Com-
mittee  and ,president _at the
‘University of Hartford. “But as
-a - hational .‘association, we
believe that mascots, nicknames
or .images- deemed. hostile or
abusive m terms of race, ethnic-

1ty :or nationil origin should not
_ be visible at the %Eu?oar_m
. _oqmba we. control.”; - ’

Back in"April,
coach John Dat
© swould . Eownoﬁw

: numsmm :H EEW there could be: a

nced hie  take .,
amie cover up those references mﬁ.
-any E@-mmﬁé& .ZO>>.,

more mﬂuw.ownmﬁo nickname for

“William and Mary based on the

origins of the school,” he said.:,
Daly said nicknames stch as

Monarchs, "Colonials. - Royals

and Regals as examples befit-

ting of the mmooun.o_aomﬁ oo_.

meo in'the.country.
:-Harnison .also . mma Em new

” wo:ow would - prevent “these

schools *from -hosting - any

“NCAA ogﬁuoumw% competi-
tionis beginning Feb.-1, 2006.,

" In addition; the policy states
that institutions ‘with "hostile-
. and abusive references Esmﬁ g

“reasoriable steps™-

nicknames

.omeEonme Em_“ nmm @mom
_E.,mSocm_w awarded. -

_Also, institutions with mE.
%b?m&mﬁm ‘wearing uniforms

“or having. wﬁm@wﬂum&m with - .
hostile or abusive references

must ensuré that those wmon:nﬁ :

‘ot ‘be ‘worn ‘or_displayed -at
NCAA nmeEo:mEm 88@0? :
tions. © . -

", "Driscoll - noinE&Bm ‘the
NCAA’s decision.”
,..BoEEm to react to until ‘we

~We' _.540

know the scope of the NCAA’s -

study,”. he said. “Right now we
'~ know . that ° 18- mogo_m ‘are
- - éffected ‘dnd ‘we’re ‘not oné of
‘them. 'We just | have to wait and
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NCAA: UNCP exempt from American Indian nickname ban in tourneys

By MARTHA WAGGONER
Associated Press Writer
670 words

5 August 2005

05:03 pm

Associated Press Newswires

English
{c) 2005. The Associated Press. All Rights Reserved.

RALEIGH, N.C. {AP) - The University of North Carclina at Pembroke, a school founded to serve American
Indians, i1s the only college in the nation exempted from a ban on using Indian nicknames and mascots in

postseason tournaments, an NCAA spokesman said Friday.

UNCP uses the nickname "Braves” and includes the bust of an American Indian with a hawk in its logo. The new
rule won't apply to the school because "based on the foundation of the school, the history and its union with the
Native American community, the NCAA determined that Pembroke's use of Braves was appropriate,” NCAA

spokesman Bob Williams said from his group’s headquarters in Indianapolis.

The school's athletic director, Dan Kenney, said the exemption made sense, based on: UNCP's history.

*Even though this goes against what most people think is the right thing to do, they have told us in this
community, 'Do not take away that link to our past,’™ Kenney said.

UNCP's Web site even explains that its “athletic teams have had the nickname, Braves -- a term, which echoes
our Native American past -- since the 1940s."

Schools had to send materials backing up requests to the NCAA to use American Indian imagery. Included in
UNCP's packet was a petition signed by 2,500 local residents, Kenney said. The school is focated in Robeson
County, about 100 miles south of Raleigh. The county is home to the headquarters of the Lumbee Indian tribe, a

state-recognized tribe with 40,000 members.

UNCP was founded in 1887 to help educate American Indians in the region and the school claims that it
remained the country's only state-supported four-year college for American Indians until 1953,

The school's Board of Trustees that year approved the admission of white students up to 40 percent of the totai
enrollment. A year later, the school was opened to ali races.

The school’s enrollment of about 5,500 students is 51 percent white, 24 percent black and 21 percent American
Indian. The school fields 14 teams that compete in the NCAA Division II Peach Belt Conference.

In 2004, the Braves made the Final Four in men's soccer, was seventh in the nation in wrestling and participated
in the NCAA Division II goif championship, Kenney said.

The NCAA executive committee decided Friday to ban mcknames or mascots deemed "hostile or abusive” from
team uniforms or other ciothing at all NCAA tournaments after Feb. 1. The president of Florida State, also on the

list for its Seminoles nickname, said the school would sue the NCAA.

The NCAA determined the rule would apply to 17 schools, including two in North Carolina: Catawba College in
Salisbury, which uses the nickname Indians, and Chowan College in Murfreesboro, which uses the nickname

http://global.factiva.com/en/arch/print results.asp 8/8/2005



Print Results Page 2 of 2

Braves.

The College of William & Mary in Virginta, which uses the Tribe mckname, asked for extensron, Williams said.

Only UNCP was granted an exemption, he said,

“No other institution was able to demonstrate that their use of Native Amencan mascot, nickname or imagery
was the result of Native Americans attending or being associated with the institution,” he said.

The school dropped its American Indian mascot -- which Kenney described as a "cartoonish caricature” -- in
1991 at the request of community members. The school replaced it with a red-tailed hawk that is part of the

school's iogo alongside the American Indian bust.

The community has supported continued use of the nickname and logo since then, said Kenney, who s not an

American Indian.

“They said that what would be offensive is if you take it away and homogenize our culture,” he said. "We think
that other institutions do have to explain why they're using it."

httt://elobal.factiva.com/en/arch/orint results.asp /812005
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NCAA Takes

Hard Line

On Mascots
1t Wants to End Use
Of Indian NSQ%&

By Emic Prisprir
Washington Post Staff Writer

The NCAA will profiibit col -

lege athletic teanis that use Na--
tive American mages deemed .
. “hosfile-or abusive” from host-
mg postseason events or dis-
piaying the symbols during
. championship competition, |
The-policy, announced .yes-
terday, will ‘affect. at Jeast 18

schools the NCAA said yse de-

Togatory réferences, inciuding
* the Florida State Seminoles and

- the Hlinois Fighting lllini, two

$chools whose programs con-
Sistently ‘have competed .in
. NCAA championship events. ..
: Walter Harrison, theé NCAA
Executive Oon::ﬁmm -chair-
man and president of the Uni-
“versity -of Hartford, - said:

- “We're ‘trying to send a’ mes-

- sage, very strongly, that we do

niot think these types of mas- -

" -cots are approptiate for NCAA
. champronships, and to say to
the institution that you have

- the autonomy to deal with it as ~ ;

you wish.”
Florida State President T.K.

" Wetherell mm& in a Statement

N See ZOF. m.w. Col. 1 i

NCAA, From EI1

that the university 1s “stunned at
the complete lack of appreciation
tor ‘culfural diversity shown by
the” NCAA and that he intends to
pursue “alf legal avenues to en-
sure that this unacceptable deci-
s1on is overturned.”

“The NCAA Executive Commit-
tee concluded that a school may
choose. any mascot it wants, Har-
rison said, but the NCAA will con-

-trol wiat nicknames, mascots or

images ate publicly displayed dur-

‘1ng its 88 champicnship events.
However, college football's Bowi .

Championship Series, which’ in;
cludes the sport’s four most lucra-

- tive bowl games, 1s not oc:ﬁd:mn

by the NCAA.

“We would hope an would fol-
iow m the same :procedures,”
NCAA President uBrmw Brand

" gaid, “but they would have to

make that decision themselves.”
Beginming Feb. 1, the NCAA
will bar any of the 18 schools from

hosting championship events. For -

events whose sites have alreddy
been scheduled” at one of the
schools, thé NCAA will require
schools to take “reasonable steps”
to cover up references to the mas-
cot or nickname. )

. The 1ssue remains particularly
controversial regarding Florida
State, because the Seminole Tribe
of Florida has expressed support
for Florida State’s use of its Enw
name and related symbois.

-“That the NCAA would now la-

bel our close bond with the Semi-
nole Tribe of Florida as culturally
‘hostile-and abusive’ is both outra-

geous and insukting,” Wetherell
- very complex issue.”

said. “ ... It is unconscionable
that the meEo_m Tribe of Flotida
has Been ignored.

. “The rudes as we Enmagn.

them would ‘have us cover the
Seminole name and symbol as if

- wé were embarrassed, and any
committee that would think that

is a proper and respectful treat-

. ment of Native Americans should

be ashamed.”

The No-No Names

The list of schools affected by the

NCAA’s decision Friday about
Native American mascots and
nicknames:

& Alcorn State University (Braves)

B Central Michigan University
(Chippewas)

& Catawba College a_a_mzﬂ

A Florida State University (Seminoles)
B Midwestern State University (fndians)
¥ University of Utah (Utes)

M Indiana University- vm==m<_<m=_m
{Indians)

® Carthage College (Redimen}

® Bradley University (Braves) )
= Arkansas State University (fndians)
B Chowan College (Braves) ’

& University of lllinois €lkin3) -

M niversity of Ez_m_m;m _sow_am
(Indians) .

= McMurry University Qn&m:&

B Mississippi Cellege (Choctaws)

B Newbeyry College (Indians)

® University of North Daketa (Fighting
Sioux} ‘

M Southeastern Oklahoma State
University (Savages).

>

As NCAA officials point oitt,

however, not all fribes support
Florida State’s use of its nickname
and mascot, the horsebdck tiding

.Chief Osceola. In fact, the Semy-

nole Tribe of Oklihoma has ex-

pressed opposition to the school's -

use of symbols.
“It came to our attention that
there are other Seminole tribes
. that are not supportive,” said
owmnoﬁm Westerhaus,  the
NCAA’s vice president for .di-
versity and Enm:mwou “‘Soitisa

Yesterday's announcement

“that, have these-mascois’ to gel
‘senise of the community inpu

NCAA Takes Hard Line on ‘Hostile’ Fmages

came after four years of research
by the NCAA, prompted partly by
the -debate in recent years over
whether to stage championship
competitions m states that con-
done the Confederate flag. o
“ In November 2004, the NCAA
requested that 33 schools sybmit

" a self-study to examine the use of
- Native American mmages oz therr

campuses. Brand said yesterday -
that not every use of a Native
American nickname proved to be
derogatory “and subject 3 post-
season removai.

The NCAA said 14 schools
have removed all references to

" Native American ¢cultire ‘or were

deemed not-to have refefences to - -
Native American culfure, melud-
ing the San Diego State Aztecs
and the North Carolina-Pembroke

+ Braves, among others. -

The Braves ‘will not be barred
trom using images in postseason
competition, Brand said, because
the school’s student body consists '

* of more than- 20 vm_.omﬁ Zmﬁcm
‘Americans.:

The ZO?P g n&ﬁmﬂ i?ow )
mages aré “hostile or abusive,” -
with mput -from ' the Q.muENm
tion’s general coimsél, said West- |
erhaus, adding, “We §= listen to .
the actual individual’ ‘institutions .

El

Schools will kave until 2008 to
remove such w&ﬁmﬁo& “from )
cheerleader .and .band ‘uniforms, .
But all team uniform i images that -

“were deemed mmwomﬁonw must be .

removed _uw m.m_u wcom Harri-
son said. |
“Unless- Em_.m isa ou»nm be- .
fore Feb. 1,” Brand said, “they will
have to abide by” the tule. o
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http://chronicle.comy/free/2005/08/2005080506n. htm

NCAA Bans 18 Colleges From Holding Postseason Events Unless They Discard
American Indian Nicknames and Mascots

By BRAD WOLVYERTON

Eighteen colleges whose nicknames or mascots refer to Amenican Indians will not be permitted to hold -
National Collegiate Athletic Association tournament events unless they change their nicknames or wipe
out trages of American Indians 1n their facilities, NCAA officials said today.

Colleges on the list -- which include Florida State University, the University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign, and the University of North Dakota, all of which have refused to change their American
Indian team names - also will be barred from NCAA-sponsored postseason tournaments unless they
remove what NCAA officials have deemed to be "abusive or hostile" references to American Indians

from their wniforms.

The NCAA's decision, which was announced at a news conference this morning, was reached by 1ts
Executive Committee on Thursday, following a four-year study of the issue. Colleges that wish to
appeal the new policy must do so to the committee by February, when the uniform restriction takes

effect.

Institutions whose facilities have American Indian images and are scheduled to play host to NCAA
postseason events must cover up those images starting next February. By 2008, mstitutions must get rid

of the images if they want to hold postseason events.

The new rules do not prevent colleges from using American Indian nmicknames during regular-season

play and will affect only the few institutions with facilities large enough to handle NCAA postseason
events. Those disparities led some critics of racial stereotyping 11 Sports to criticize the NCAA for
failing to banish inappropriate images of American Indians from the field of play.

"The NCAA has missed an enormous opportunity to correct a longstanding wrong m intercollegiate
athletics," said Stephen J. Kaufinan, a professor of cell and structural biology at the University of

Illinois, in an mterview today. "The NCAA is sending a very clear message that they are indifferent to
Native Americans and to their own nondiscrimination and diversity policies.”

But T.K. Wetherell, president of Florida State University, whose "Seminoles" nickname has received
support from the Seminole Tribe of Florida, took the NCAA to task for considering any change.

In a statement released after the NCAA's decision, Mr. Wetherell said the university was "stunned at the
complete lack of appreciation for cultural diversity" shown by the association.

"That the NCAA would now iabel our close bond with the Seminole Tribe of Florida as culturally

httn://chronicle.com/cei2-bm/printable.cai?articie=hitp://chronicle.com/free/2005/08/20050...  8/8/2005
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hostile and abusive is both outrageous and insulting," the statement said.

of covering up American Indian images in their athletics

facilities. At the Umversity of North Dakota’s $100-million Raiph Engelstad Arena, the scheduled site of
an NCAA postseason hockey competition next spring, hundreds of images of its "Fighting Sioux" logo

are emblazoned into marble, rock, and the center of the gymnastum floor.

Other college officials lamented the high cost

Under the new rule, the university must get rid of those images, said Phil Harmeson, senior associate to
the president. The cost, he said, could run into the hundreds of thousands of dollars.

The NCAA's new policy affects the following colleges and universities:

Alcorn State Umiversity (Braves)

Arkansas State University, main campus (Indians)
Bradley University (Braves)

Carthage College (Redmen)

Catawba College (Indians) :
Central Michigan University (Chippewas)
Chowan College (Braves)

Florida State Umversity (Seminoles)

Indiana Untversity of Pennsylvama (Indians)
McMurry University (Indians)

Midwestern State University (Indians)
Mississippi College (Choctaws)

Newberry College (Indians)
Southeastern Oklahoma State University (Savages)

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (1ilini)
University of Louisiana at Monroe (Indians)
University of North Dakota (Fighting Sioux)
University of Utah (Utes)
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NCAA gave Tnbe =
- until Nov. 1 to ﬁmsh
exammatmn of mascot

WILLIAMSBURG — William and
Mary hasn’t’ yet been cleared by the -

NCAA on the issue of the school’
"nickname, Tribe. :

The NCAA last Friday adopted a

- policy -that prohibits colleges: and

_ universities from displaying “hos. -

« tile or abusive” mascots, nicknames

ot imagery at NCAA playoffs. Also, .

those schools ¢annot play host'to

- NCAA champlonshxp events: begm-
ining next year.
' W&M was not on the lxst of 18

DY+
‘subject .16’ the new,

“ered offensive to- American Ind1ans
accotding tothe NCAA.- '

WeaMm was Eiven an extensxon to "
complete 1ts self-study on the mas-

-cot issue.

"I‘hey had comé back to :is about-
m1dway th:ough the assessment, -

" [asking] about more’time torcom-
pile’ data,” said Bob Wﬂhams, the
managing. director of public - and
-1edia relatlons for the NCAA

Schools in essefice, are’ allowed‘

“to explain the origin of their nick-

~name.and defend them: béfore ithe
NCAA makes ', a* determmatlon

rthe N CWEM has untxl Nov,
policy. ’I‘hose ‘
schools’nicknames could be consid: -

o

its self-study

e can'understand fn ‘ptmc:ple ,
owhat the NCAA'is trying to: do,”

said W&M AthIEtIC Dire¢tor Terry
.Dr1scoll “*We're in ‘the’ NCAA

- ‘We're going to'try to abide by their

tules But,also, William and Mary is

300 ‘years, ‘and we're going to do

h what’s nght fo: Wllham and Mary »

W&M’s sports ‘teams Were _
“known " as ‘the Indians’ angil the -
late’70s."
pulled away. ftom that mckname_',
..andwentmth theTribe, | ...

: John O'Connor'_‘r

The school gradually

- an‘institution that has been here for.

. ‘ JOHN o OONNOR
=W&M AD Terry Dnscoll '

G002/6/8
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NCAA's action demeans Native Americans
HUGH M. SCOTT
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I am incensed with the NCAA Executive Committee guidelines restricting the use of Native American mascots 1n
college athletics. It1s to me an example of an elitist, wrongheaded and ultimately counterproductive action that

will ultimately only harm the very people the action purports to aid.

The committee’s actions smply that I am simply too ignorant to be trusted with Native American history and it
must be protected by these so-called "defenders" of political correctness.

1 am convinced that this action at besk represents a minority view of Native Amencans and a distinct snority
within the overall population of the United States. We are a democracy; a democracy 1s defined in part by how it
deals with minority constituencies within the larger body politic. The goal is to accommodate minority interests,
protect the weaker among us from abuse while at the same time promoting mdividual freedoms and the rule of

law. .

This action, taken by an unelected body, accountable to no public entity, 1s an attempt not at compromise, but
rather a coup de fmain against selected schools that have been singled out with an arbitrary definition of the
words "hostile" and "abusive.” It flies in the face of what a democracy 15 and should be. It is the opposite of the

democratic process; it represents the imposition of a tyranny of the minority.

1 have written strongly worded letters to both my undergraduate and graduate institutions in protest of the

action. Specifically, I will withhold the annual contribution that I make to each of these institutions if the action
of the NCAA Executive Committee 15 allowed to stand. One of the institutions that I attended is directly affected
by the decision. I completed my bachelor's degree at the College of William and Mary, which has been given

an extension to "further study" the mascot 1ssue.

william and Mary's offense? Their logo has two feathers that adorn the- "WM" in the manner of an American
Indian headdress. William and Mary athletes are cheered on by shouting "Go Tribe!™ For this, my alma mater Is
being put on probation. In effect, William and Mary is being told to contemplate their sins and errors and
ordered to repent before the NCAA or lose the "privilege” of competing m thewr own uniforms at any NCAA-
sponsored championship (not that we'll be seeing the Tribe at the Rose Bowl anytime soon, but that's another

matter).
IT IS NOT an investigation, it 1s an inquisition and guilt already has been established.

The irony to me is that last year the West Shore YMCA Indian Princesses program finally abandoned the Indian
Princesses moniker in favor of the more neutral (and far less satisfying) "Adventure Guides.” I submitted
willingly to this neutering of our tradition, in part because 1 was a part of the leadership and I felt it important to
set an example for the girls and for the other fathers. In retrospect, I should perhaps have stayed with my gut

and put up more of a protest,

I can readily cite a specific example of how the divestment of our "Indian" heritage has only resulted in a foss to
the Native American community. Last year, I was the leader of the Shawnee "tribe" within the West Shore
Indian Princesses. Because of my interest in history, and seeing an opportunity to study Native Americans in
more detail, I began the process of preparnng a history of our particufar tribal group in short form for our

htto://global.factiva.com/en/arch/print_results.asp 8/18/2005
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daughters to read and ?ovmﬁc__é.mumo&. Now, we have no affiliation with any Native American group and so
there is no point In pursuing a better understanding.

I URGE PEOPLE to oppose this feckless act. If you went to college and you value "genuine” diversity (as opposed
te manufactured political correctness), then take the time now to write to your alma mater and oppose these

*guidelines.”

Even if your institution 1s not directly affected, please write. Let the NCAA know about real democracy. HUGH M.

SCOTT writes from Camp Hill.
CARTOOQN; STEVE BREEN

Document PATHAR0020050817¢18h00044

3005 Dow Jones Reuters Business Interactive LT (trading a3 Factiva). Al nights reserved.
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What to do about the Tribe’s name? Just call us the Team

ness the National Collegiate

Athletic Association (NCAA)
has decided that college mascots
that refer to Native American
names will not be welcome at its

- championship events. A large
group of instifutions are on notice
that they shiould change thelr mas-
cot names,

The College of William and
Mary 1s 1 limbo, not on the cur-
rent list. The NCAA 15 @ving
William and Mary a little more
time to repiy. We will no doubt
claim to be using “Tribe” ina
generic sense. After al}, weren’t

— n a burst of political correct-

Archibaidisa _ua_.,au.o_‘ of econormics at the
College of Wiltiam and Mary in Wilfiamsburg.

On My Mind

ROBERT B. ARCHIBALD
s

the Visigoths a tribe, aren’t the
Masai a tribe? Still, given the
feathers that often adorn the W&M
logo and the fact that we were the
“Indians” not so long ago, it is
quite possible that when the situa-
tion clears up, Wiltiam and Mary
will be on the list of colleges and
universities that should change
their team name. How should we
react? ©

I suggest that we should see
this as an mvitation to let creativi-
ty reign. It is a little bit like being

» TRIBE continued from H1

‘Go, Team, go! The cheers are al

ed, I would like to make an
early suggestion. What about
the “Team?”’ Like Tribe,

- Team is a generic. Unlike

History 1sn’t too helpful
either. Both Dartmouth Col-
Jege and Stanford Unmiversity
used to be the “Indians.” For
some reason they both chose
to change their mascottoa

cotor. Dartimouth is now the

“Green,” and Stanford is the
“Capdinal” — the color, not
the bird or one of the gentle-:
meri who selects the pope.
While there are several col-
ors left untaken, there 1s the
pesky 1ssue of the uniform

colors, green and gold. .
*.* ¥Fhe more one ponders this
“problem, the more difficult it

becomes. It is not a short-

term decision. Despite some

told that you have to rebuild your

" kifchen after a hurricane. The
process will be painful, but, within |

some boundaries, you havea
chance to be creative.

William and Mary has some
advantages. There 1s a 1ot of high
ground left in a state in which the
two most prominent universities -
call their teams the “Wahoos” and
the “Hokies.” There are some

‘problems, too. Perhaps the two

most obvious good names are
already taken. First, the “Mon-

. “archs” is very appropriate for

William and Mary, but is already
used by Old Dominion Umversity.
Second, the William in question
was William of Orange, so, despite
the green and gold uniforms, we

could be the “Orangemen” or just
the “Orange.” Alas, Syracuse Unt-
versity already uses this name,

" We should not despair. Team
names are a wonderful opportun-
ty to let creativity flow. Many a
family plays the game of frying to
guess the appropriate team name
for the high school in the towns -
they pass 1 the car. One of my

- uneles lives next to the town of

Basalt in Colorado. He is sure that
their high séhool teams should be

called the “Teens.” Unfortunately,
the College of William and Mary is
aiready such a mouthful thatit
does not lend itself to that kind of .

n_%mgmmm. .
" Pleasesee TRIBE/HS

ready written.

It is symple. It would save
space on the sports pages —

Tribe, Team does not Have

“thé William and Mary Tribe
football team™ ¢oiald be -

- replaced by the “William and -

, bles, colleges ana  -the possibility of offending liam

.. nﬁ%ﬂﬂﬂyﬁmgﬁg.ﬁmmo * aven the most thin skinned. Mary moﬁu&éﬂﬁwﬁ%.ﬂ# Mm
about chdnging thelr mascots There are already many a &mzboﬂé.& ile lo .ﬁMm
atthedropofahat: Ttisa cheer designed to encourage colleges an Eu,:anm_ o
decision that deservesalotof  theteam. Teamwork 1s a very denote various: mam.wuwmﬂ.m
thought. Lots of clever minds important uwﬁ m.m muoiwﬂ.n .W%ﬁﬂﬂm as teams, they ‘
mwwﬁmuwm putto Work on this %ﬂﬂm%%ﬂﬁﬁm. m,wEv “1f not the Team, what would
B To mmﬁ. the discussion start- This suggestion has lotsio  you suggest? B




@_ 30fo5 DALY PRESS

Briefs

NCAA: ‘Namesake’
tribes’ support crucial
The support of “name-
sake” tribes will be a signifi-
cant factor 1 weighing -z 2
appeals by schools previousty:
' deemied to have hostileand,.«
- abusive American Indian g
mascots and nicknames, the
. NCAA announced, ysig lan;
+-guage clipped straigh m

mittee member Ar
said Friday, referringt
FSU’s blessing from the
-nole Tribeé of Florida. ..
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R

ﬁ&m
debate

sizzles on
campus

n that incubator for radicals

and educated malcontents

tucked into the coloniai capi-
tal, otherwise known as the
College of William and Mary,
there 1s a buzz of activity —
and not just because parking
spaces are as valued as a final-
grade mulligan.

“The school has a hew presi-
dent for the first time in a
dozen years, law professor and
former college quarterback
Gene Nichol. There is construc-
tion galore: new dorms and
renovations and a parking
deck. _

On the fun and games side,
the school spent $750,000 for a
permanent hardwood floor in
William and Mary Hall,

They dug up the 0ld track at
Zable Stadium, in preparation

for laying down a new ghenext |

spring. Despite appearances,
they swear the old ballyard will -
tie reacdy in time for the football
home opener in 3% weeKs. -

. New soccer and lacrosse

practice fields near the Dillard

dorm complex are almost com-
plete, and the mnstallation of
permanent lights at Zable
awaits only state approval.

But the most intriguing ath-
letic 1ssue on campus these
days has nothing to do with
fields and buildings, and every-
thing to do with perception.

William and Mary is in the
process of dssembling a report
to the NCAA about its nick-
name — Tribe —and why it -
should not be judged “hostile
and abusive” to chqm.gmz
cans.:

Thirty-ftwo of the 33 NCAA, .

‘member schools with Native: -

- American Enwzmn_mm and mas-

cots Hmomﬁ& learned if they -
were acceptable. W&M~ - -

m,mnmwc_mn. an extension because

it was cm»s.@mb m&EE_mw.m
tions:

bbw aa:oo_ that unonnomn
four U.S. presidents and that
was judged “hottest small state
school” by Newsweek needs o
-outside help to argue its case,
put part of its report s will g0
something like this: ©

“Pribe” is about as innocu-
ous a reference o Native-
Americans as it gets, The clos-
est thing to a mascot the school

-has 1s a green, fuzzy creature -

calied Colonel Ebirt (“Tribe”
spelled w»nmﬂmp.%v who ocS

.ously was named on g day-

when all the c_méw kids m—oﬁ
late.”
Area Indian tribes have not

‘protested the schoginickname.

as hostile or insensitive. The,

only visible Zmﬁqm.goﬂawu )

references are a couple of ~

green-and-gold mmmﬂ:mwm on Em "

schoollogo.

In the rare Emﬁbomm When

melined, William and Mary
fans perform maybe the
nation’s most pitifull, half-
hearted ““Tomahawk Chop.”
~Naturally, all of this guaran-
tees that the NCAA will deert.
“Tribe’” hostile and abusive.

Thus, the school will be denied

the chance to host postseason
competitions, It must cover or
akter offendinig logos, and ath-
{etic director Terry Priscoll
will have to pay full retail at
wam NCAAstorein Indianapo:’
S

William and Mary's nick-
name predicament may be
blamed on a former student,

Please see FAIRBANK/B3

-z »
\Q\& let i cs ——Lw o 2 n

. SES mn.nmﬁn SmEm E.&E&G

were Known as the Orange and. .

“White, and later the Qrange and

Black, after: the school colors; ™

~according to the book, Goal to

Goal, a history of W&M.football.
-E1816, a student named -

-William Durhany Hairis, who -

was editor of both thé campus -
paper, The Flat Hat, and the liter-
ary magazine, suggested calling

the teams the “Indians,” after the':
. Indian school that was hotuised in
. one of the original campus build:

mgs during colonial tires.
For decades, W&M had mas-
cots dressed in Native-Ameri-

c¢an costumes and had a cartoon -

Indian as its logo: The school -

; gradually did m&mw §E Eomm

images. .
cuq.mw former mﬁEmﬂo direc-
tor Jim Copetand (1881-85),
William and Mary began to
shift the nickname from “Indi-

. ang” to “Tribe.”

“We did it more for market:
ing than for political correct-
ness,” Copeland said recently -
from his office at SMU, where
he has been athletic director for
a decade. “We thought that
‘Tribe’ had a better feel o it, in

N -nb__ﬂw>2—n nosﬂ_zcmi .«33 BT

Snum am QU gw m:n team
ncwnmbﬂ N
-Under O%&mbn.w SUCCessor,

*.the fate John Randolpn, the ath-

letic department completed the -
shift to “Tribe” in the mid-1980s. .

“ovee W&M officials will present - -
* their report by Nov. 1.and await ..
-the NCAA’s verdict — expected
- earty this EE.SR. — cmmoum
' .neéuounbum

‘The NCAA muos.m that -

-schools’ nicknames and mas-
-cots are their own buswess, but

believes it has the right, as well .

~-as the obligation, to adiminister
-« postseason competition not only .

fairly put sensitiveliy.
- Problem 18, sensitivity can.
no more be Jegislated than can

-coinpassion or charitable con-

tributicns. Absent the truiy
offensive or iegitimately
agerieved, ntost action appears
to be needless meddling.,

The thickness of the NCAA
e book is a testament to
which way the NCAA leans on .
that notion.

DaveFairbank can be reached at

- 2474637 o by e-mail at -

dfairbank@dailypress.com B -

%/V\Qs&o\wv%xﬁ
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NCAA clears Florida State’s use of ‘Seminoles’

Florida State is removed
from a list of colleges

" with American Indian

nicknames that were
restricted by an earlier

- NCAA decision. _
m< THE bmmOh_.».—m_u _ummmw

: ,....»..E:»mmmm FLA, — The Zo?p
-will allow Florida State to use its

“Seminoles nickname in postsea-
"son play, removing the school -

from a list of colleges with Amer-
“1can Indian nicknames that we

" ‘restricted by an NCAA nma S
earlier thismonth. .
_EE Zo»b mma it was H.mnom

nzing the relationship Florida
State has long enjoyed with the
Seminole Tribe of Florida, which
asslsts the university with its
pageantry and celebration of its
culture and supports the school’s
use of its name. -

“The staff review comimnittee
noted the unique relationship
between the university and the
Semmole Tribe of Floridaasasig-
nificarit factor,” NCAA senior vice
president Bernard Franklin said

in a statement released Tuesday. -
“The decision of a hamesake sov-

ereign tribe, regarding when and
how its name and imagery can be
used, miist be Tespected even

- -when gthers may not agree.”

ofida State president T.K.
‘Wetherell had threatened to sue
the an Eﬁ_m&mﬁ&w mﬂon its

Aug. 5 announcement that the
school’s highly visible nickname,
“Semmoles,” was defined as “hos-
tile and abusive” by a commities,

“The two things we requested

in our appeal were granted,”-

Wetherell said. “I'm ready to play
football, start school and have

classes begin and all that kind of -

stuff.”

Lee Hinkie, vice president for
‘university relations, said the

school e-mailed 250,000 atamni
and friends of the NCAA decisior.

“Idon’t think anything has;
brought them SmmEmw.eEm as’

much as this,” said Wetherell.
“Whether you're a Gafor, Hurl-
cane or Bulldog, those entities:
believe it’s a Florida deciston.”

Gov. Jeb Bush alsoapplauded
Em NCAA’sreversal.’

-.to the right conctusion ..

«v\u‘a&\nm\.\“ﬁ&o

“When you make a mistake
it’s important to realize itand !
move on,” Bush said. “They came™ |
. the

Seminole mascot and the ﬁ.m&.
tion at Florida mﬁﬁ 1snot om.ms
: m:..m to anyone.” .
The NCAA said it SoEm me.
&m reviews from other schools on
~a tase-by-case basis: The Illinois
Fighting Illini, Utah Utes and
North Dakota 5@35@ Siouxare -
-among other E.oEEmE school |
Eo_EmEmmmER remain mmmoﬁmm

‘Utan manmﬂo.nﬁmﬁo_. Chris ,
‘Hil said the school is expécting

" asmmilar ruling o its appeal The

-university is working on ifs’

~ ~appeal with'the Ute tribe-and it

_should besfiled ,EEBB a week or

..&ao nmmEm a L




Y B"n'mr KALLI-:‘s‘r'Ab )
Txm Assocmmn Pmr.ss ’

pe ALLAHASSEE, A2, - The
*‘N AA will allow Florida State to
-ubse’-its Seminoles nickname in
npostseason play, removing the

.~ vschogl from a list of colleges with
© “American Indian nicknames that

were restncted by an_ NCAA deci-

'mzlng the': relat:lonshlp Flgnda"
State: has long enjoyed: th ‘the -
Seminole Tribe of Florida, ‘wiich -

assists the university with its pag-
eantry and-celebration 'of its cul
tirre and supports the school's use
of its name:

“The “staff -review committee

-oted the unique relationship be-.

tween the university and the Sem-

inole Tribe of Florida ds a sxgmﬁ L
cant factor,” NCAA, senior vice

president Bernard: Franklin said
in & statément released yesterday

Aug 5 announcemerit that the
schoo!'s highly visible nickname,
“Seminoles,” wis defined ds “hos-
tile and abusive” by a comnmittee.
““The two. thmgs we requested

.in -our ‘appeal ‘were -granted,” -
Wetherell said. “T'm ready to play-"
' football sta:t school and have

At telics ~— Tod,/ s 3y Bols 5o,

.40 “doi't “think  anything has
brought them together quite as

“much -as, thlS,"- said ‘Wetherell, -

“Whether you're a Gator, Husti-

. ¢ane or.Bulldog, those entities be-

lieve it's a Florida decision”

Gov. Jeb Bush also applauded
the NCAA’s reversal

‘When you make a mxstake i's

por
oni,” Bush'said - ‘They came to thé
right conclusion .7 , the Seminole

mascot ‘and the txad:tlon at Flor-

da State is not offenswe to any-
ne.”:

_The NCAA sald it would han-
dle reviews from other schools on
a case-by-case basis. The Nlinois
Fighting Tlini, Utah Utes and
North Dakota Fighting Sioux are
among other promment school
nicknames that remain affected by

.the ediét

" Utah " athletic duector Chris

. Hill said the school is expecting a

similar ruling on- its appeal, The
university is working on its appeal
with the Ute tribe and it should be
filed ‘within a week o1 two, ‘he
said.

“We want to do it as fast as pos-
s:ble, but we want to.do every-
thing thorough,” Hill said : “We
felt all along that we would get a
favorable ruling.”

Under the NCAA restrictions,
teams with American Indian nick-
narnes would not be able to dis-
play them on uniforms or ‘have
their mascots perform in postséa-
son toumaments

$00¢/v2/8
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.‘ SPOS ZUAR WILLIAM AND MARY’'S NICKNAME LT
- X - o B : k) ‘.“) l‘::’ .,:1' PRI I )

administrate ¢ *_said “T've heard everything, from “This is none of
) .SChO()l: B IHIStI ator defends -~ theNCAA's business,’ to ‘Get rid of the whole \ITL 21 y's ath
‘responseto NCAA regarding - "[Trib?ghthix;g,' ”-Feisstsaid.' “Tll be_‘h}c:nest. T}i)lisais ing W and Mawith'two feathers protrydin
he ne an orihlom - 0n€of those youreno -going-to-make-everybody-  painted in yellow:on estreetinfront of the"™
the use OfTI'lbe asan en}blem vy bappysituations " i ] ‘school’s admissions officé and adorns much of
o R The NCAA's self-study form includes about 20 . . W&M's merchandise, Reigs
- “questions. The schocl is asked to explain how it # 4. said elimination of the feath-
came to adopt its athletic mascot and logos, (B ers, while keeping the Tribe
hether:its alurni and leadership groups;support .2 nickname, could be a compro-
he mascot and logos and what American Indian o - Mmiseposition =
epresentatives think about'the mascotandlogos, = ™ .-+ - “This will be a decision
' ‘ made predominantly by the president,” Feiss -
said “My sense is that he is open to hearing, but
that he feels faisly strongly that this is a tradi.
tional name, it's 2 name that is non-pejorative, He
would want to hear good sufficient reason why {a
ghange] would be sometlhing he would want to
. “But we're not going into this process with our
mind already made up. That would be inappropri-
ate,”! R e .
According to Driscoll, there has been “over-
whelming support” for the nickname “Tribe
- amnong those William and Mary alums and friends
- “with whom he regularly comes in contact
© Some W&M backers decades ago-used to
. -dresslike Indians at games. The school’s primary
' fundraising group was called The Tomahawk
~ Club. WE&M publications referred to each home-
- game setting as The Reservation, Other than the
o . feathers that are part of thelogo, there i§ no.visi-
crmtagn s . blelink to-American Indians when the Tribe
nguntilthe - lavs . RN
theschool besi  PHYS P -
jat- -+~ The only “hostile and abusive” aspect of last

“: BY JOHN O’CONNOR o
Drsearca Srare Waari

.n his William and Mary office yesterda
Provost P, Geoffrey Feiss described the
sthool's résponse to'an NCAA requé
the nickname “Tribe” bejustified,
1gWas appropriate;
ted in The Braffer

matter, and I think we have | :
ink that'simportantto listeti'to;? Fe
Because the implication of éxpropria nof|

: 2 weekend's 56-{{1 »\éin over Lilbefzrty z(ait v%’:g:[e S’lc}a a
aica dnasn’ ps - dium came with 6 minutes left an M ahea
mi;‘;;,§°;§;3§};§1;?eh‘§;§£ ®.. 49:0. As Liberty lined up to punt, the Tribe's

 an extension — to Nov. 1 — because of the July 1 | and abusive.” arid adds ‘T ean. cheerleaders_gl};}nteq-f‘f_;lqck that kick! Block that

- instalation of a new school president,_ GeneR - -

stalla T ! see aterm like Redskin’ fulfll: Kok :
Nichol. . - ing that. But a term like ‘Tribe’ s Cantact John 0"Connor at {804) 649-6233
- F_eis.s_, who is char he school’s self—study, oo ds onlytoace extentapplicable to Native - of [oconnor@imesdispatch. com .

A
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WE&M will fight
to keep "lh'be’ 1B
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By John Harvey

WILLIAMSBURG — The College of Wilham
& Mary has told the NCAA that it wants to keep
“Tribe” as its nickname..

In a letter Tuesday to Ronald Stratten, vice
president of éducation services for the NCAA,
W&M president Gene Nichol defended use of
the nickname in a 3-page letter He said that
“Tribe:”

B Powerfully and pointedly describes the
remarkable sense of attachment and committ-
ment that W&M students, staff and faculty fell
toward one another and their institution.

| Appropnatcly highlights the defining, his-
torical connection between the college and the
education of Native Americans. A principal ele-
ment of W&M's founding mission was the edu-
cation of indigenous peoples.

B Docs not offend regional Virginia tribal

leaders; who do not con31dcr 1ts use at W&M to
be “hostile and abusive.” .
“I think we’ve made a strong case,” Nichol

said of W&M's self-study. “The task force felt

like I did, that the Tribe nickname g
is not hostile or abusive. I think I8
the position the task force took \
was the correctposition,” - T
Last November the NCAA asked
30 institutions to examine their sports
nickname because of an association
with American Indians. Each college
was asked to complete a self-analysis I
regarding logo, mascot -and nick-
names that could be viewed as offensive. . ..
The University of Ylinois (Fighting Tlini),
University of North Dakota (Fighting Sonix) and

‘Bradley University (Braves) were among the

institutions asked to change their nicknames,

Florida “State was also on the List, but the

" NCAA backed down after the university ‘was

able to show that Seminole Indians in the state
supported the use of the name.

' ‘Completed surveys were

due last May, but W&M was

¥ of the wansition to Nichol as
-the college’s mew president,
and the selection of 2 new direc-
tor of the alumni association.

WEM to submit its report to the NCAA
-The NCAA has set no timetable to issue
its response to W&M. .

Nichol s4id that it’s possible to read some of
the preliminary NCAA determinations as penal-
izing the display of any Indian-related name of
imagery, regardiess of its character, unless the

granted an extension because

Tuesday was the deadline for

es pitch to remain Tribe

name is owned by a particular tibe. That tribe
would have to grant permission. for its use. He
also called ironic the possibility that Tribe could
be deemed unusable, yet a-local mbe’s name
¢ould be acceptable. :

W&M field hockey coach Peel Hawthome
sayd Tribe is a part of the area’s culture.

“The carly beginnings of William and Mary
included the formation of an Indian School,
which was housed in the Brafferton,” Hawthome
said. “Regardless of its controversial nature, our
interaction with indigenous Indian tribe is an
undeniable part of our history.”

Hawthorne has coached field hockey at
Wé&M for 18 years and says the nickname
embodies the essence of team and community.
“Tribe brings to my mind the values of farmly,
honor, tradition, strength, courage and unity, all
of which are qualities we emphasize in sport.”]
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- W&M tells NCAA why

“Tribe’ should remain

William and Mary
submits a report to the
NCAA defending its use
of its nickname.

BY MARTY OBRIEN
mobnen@dailypress.com | 247-4963

WILLIAMSBURG — William and
Mary has asked the NCAA to
allow the college to retain the
“Tribe” nickname and logo for
its athletic teams. W&M Presi-
dent Gene R. Nichol made the
request Tuesday morning in a
letter submitted to the NCAA
that inctuded the school’s self-
examination of the nickname.
Nichol was regponding to an
NCAA request, made last fall,
that W&M evaluate whether the
nickname and logo are “hostile
and abusive” to the Native
“American community. The
school does not have a maseot,
but Native American feathers
are attached to the “W&M” logo
ot uniforms. . B
In August, the NCAA ruled
that nicknamies or mascots

deemed hostile or abusive will -

not be allowed on team uni-
forms or other clothing begin-
ning with any towrnament after
Feb. 1. W&M was not included
on an NCAA list of 18 schools
with hostile and abusive nick-
names and mascots, and was
given until Nov. 1 to submit a
self-evaluation defending its use
of the name,

The evaluation submitted
Tuesday represented the views
of Nichol, the school’s Boaird of
Visitors and a task force
assigned to review the matier.
They cited several reasons
“Tribe” should not be consid-
ered offensive.

B The Tribe moniker is
designed to communicate
ennobling sehtiments of com-
mitment, shared idealism, com-
munity and common cause.
Nichol said that countless stu-
dents have told him that “Tribe”
powerfully and pointedly
describes the remarkable sense
of attachment and commitment
that William and Mary students,

W&M was not included
on an NCAA list of 18
schools with hostile and
abusive nicknames and
mascots.

staff and faculty feel toward one
another and their wnstitution.”

M The use of the term “Tribe”
appropriately highlights the
school’s historical connection to
the education of Native Ameri-

cans. It stated that the school |

began enrolling young Indian :

.men in 1697 and has Iong dedi-

cated special attention and :
resources to the study and edu- -
cation of Native Americans.

B Regional tribal leaders
with whom they consulted indi-
cated that they did not consider
“Tribe” to be hostile and abu-
sive.

Nichol said he does not know
when the NCAA will rule
whether the school can keep its
nickname. He did not rule out
an appeal if the organization
finds agamnst W&M.

“I think we've made a strong
case for our position with the
NCAA, and I don’t want to spec-
ulate what might happen should
they rule against us,” Nichol
said. “I think the position that
our task force, Board of Visiters
and that I've taken here today is °
the correct position. .

“Fm confident the NCAA will
agree with that. If they don’t,
we'll consider what to do at that
point. There 1s an appeal process
from thiis determination.”

Nichol said he hoped that

the NCAA does not adopt a

“permission-only” standard,
where a school can use a nick-
name only if a Native Ameri-
can tribe authorizes it. The
NCAA allowed Florida State to
keep the Seminocles moniker
because it received authoriza-
tion from the local tribe. Nichol

- said that standard does not

apply to “Tribe” because the
name is mmamﬂo. B

H
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Richmond Times-Bispatch -

s W&M
ISsues
report

School responds to .
NCAA, defending use
of Tribe as nickname.

WILLIAMSBURG — William and
-Mary has no intention of changing
its athletic nickname, Tribe.

“The school yesterday submit-
ted its report conicerning the issue.
to the NCAA, which idenfified
“Tribe” several months ago ds a
nickname that could be viewed as -

. offensive ag'it relates to American
Indians. W&M and 10 other Divi--
sion I sciwools on the NCAA’s list
were required to complete aself-
examination.

The NCAA will now analyze
W&M's report. If the NCAA de-
termines that “Tribe” is “hostile
and abusive,” W&M could be pro-
hibited from using its nickname -
and logo in NCAA postseason
events and also could be decldred
meligible ‘to servé as -host for
NCAA postseason events.

“T think we've made a strong
case for our position to the |
NCAA, and I don't want to specu-
late on what might happen should
‘they rule against us,” said Gene R.
Nichol, who became W&M’s pres- .
ident in July. .

In a letter to the NCAA, Nichol
states that W&M’s nickname “is. ;
designed to communicate enno- |
bling sentiments of commitment, '
shared idealism, community and

- common cause.” W&M .dropped:
the nickname “Indians” and became
the “T'ribe” in the 1980s.

According to Nichol, American
Indian tribal [eaders in Virginia
with whom W&M consulted have
no objection to the nickname
“Tribe.”

, — John O’Connor
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From Bacon’s Rebellion

11-3-05

An Outbreak of Common Sense at William & Mary

It's encouraging to know that there are some outer boundaries of politicai correctness that
even Virginia's vanguard universities will not cross. In response to a National Collegiate
Athletic Association initiative, the College of William & Mary has evaluated the use of
the Native American logo and nickname -- the Tribe -- and concluded that they are not

"hostile and abusive."

President Gene Nichol appointed an evaluation committee, which gave the matter careful
consideration. Not only does the term "Tribe" not violate NCAA standards, the moniker
"communicates ennobling sentiments of commitment, shared idealism, community, and
common cause," Nichol wrote in g letter published on the W&M website. "My recent
conversations with nearby Virginia Indian tribes have affirmed their acceptance of the
nickname, which highlights, of course, the historical connection between the College and
its role in educating Native Americans."

One can never take for granted the trrumph of common sense on a university campus.
This is truly cause for celebration!
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Tribe nickname con.

“Thank you to William & Mary President Gene Nichot
for standing up to the politically correct NCAA: He miformead
the NCAA that the College of William & Mary had no mten-
tion of changing the school nickname, the Tribe. The NCAA
had indicated the tenm might be hostile or abusive, and as
suck: should be changed. Nichol stood up for our CORUMUNItY
and advanced the outstanding achievements of our Trbe.
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Publication: The Virginian-Pilot;Date: Nov 3, 2003;Section: North Carolina;Page: 33 W
ClivePaper -

W&M defends Tribe nickname tc NCAA

BY PHILIP WALZER THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT « Reach PhilipWalzer at (757) 222-5105 or
phil.walzer@pilotoniine.com

Memo from Gene Nichol to the NCAA: Don't massacre the Tribe.

The president of The College of Wiliiam and Mary has sent the NCAA a letter defending the use of the
nickname as representing the campus’ “remarkable sense of attachment” and its historic connections with Native

Americans.
The NCAA had asked William and Mary for a “self-evaluation” by Nov. 1 to determine whether the use of the
narne is “hostile and abusive.”

The term, Nicho! said, is “almost the opposite of hostile and abusive. We think if's meant to communicate
sentiments of commitment and common cause among members of this community.”

The name, he said, also has support from Indian tribes.

W&M does not have a mascot. The school’s logo somelimes appears with feathers.

NCAA spokesman Bob Williams said the association had not reviewed W&M's letter. He did not know when it
would respond. If it disagrees, the NCAA could add W&M to a list of 16 campuses banned from hosting
championships.

“I think ﬁrmﬁm going to do the right 55@._. Nichol said, “and they’'re going to recognize that the use of the term
sm ‘Tribe’ is a long distance from hostile.” 3

httn://epilot2 hamotonroads.com/Renasitorv/eetFiles asn?Stvie=0live X T .ih:T.owl.evelEntit  11/3/200%
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Richmond Eimes-Bispalch -
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® In August the NCAA banned the use of Native American mascots
and imagery at sponsored events if such use was perceived as “hostile
-and abustve.” Virginia’s William & Mary — a/k/a The Tribe ~— was
one of 31 schools asked to examine its nickname.
Following a recent investigation, the school decided
to keep its logo. Provost Geoff Feiss’ investigating
cominittee found that the ferm refers to “ennobling
sentiments of commitment, shared idealism, com- -
munity, and common cause.” Nearby Indians also
lent a supporting voice for keeping the moniker. qﬁﬁﬁz@vgyﬂ.

Derived from the Greek word #ribus, which refers to-a group of Ro-
man people, college officials came to a sane and batanced decision .
muonﬁ use of the term in anmmg: Fight on, mighty Tribe.
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May 16, 2006

VIA FACSIMILE [757-221-1259]

President Gene Nichol

College of William and Mary

P.O. Box 399

Williamsburg, Virginia 23187-0399

Dear President Nichoi:

The National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) staff committee has re-
viewed the College of William and Mary’s institutional self study and
corresponding documents and determined that, based on the use of Native Ameri-
can feather imagery in conjunction with the nickname “Tribe,” William and Mary
should be included on the list of colleges and universities subject to the provisions

of the policy.

The position from which the NCAA staff review committee began its delibera-
tions is that there is a rebuttable presumption that the use of Native American
mascots, names and/or imagery by member institutions for their athletics teams
and programs creates a hostile or abusive eavironment for members of the campus
community and/or general public who are subjected to it and/or the student-
athletes involved in NCAA championship competition. Specifically, the Associa-
tion’s principle of nondiscrimmation states in part, “The Association shall
promote an atmosphere of respect for and sensitivity to the dignity of every per-
son.” At an ever increasing rate of occurrence and volume, Native Americans
have expressed their objection to the use of names, terms, imagery and mascots

associated with athletics teams.

William and Mary raises three points to support its conclusion that the use of the
term “Tribe” by the college 1s consistent with the NCAA Constitution and princi-
ple of nondiscrimination. First, the college contends that the nickname “Tribe” is
designed to communicate ennobling sentiments of commitment, shared idealism,
community and common cause. The institution notes that, several years ago, on
its own initiative, it abandoned the use of the nickname “Indians,” as well as a
Native American mascot. Second, the college suggests that the term “Tribe” ap-
propriately highlights a historical connection with the education of Native
Americans in that a principal element of the college’s founding mission was the
education of indigenous peoples. Finally, the college notes that regional tribal
leaders have indicated that they do not consider William and Mary’s use of the
nickname “Tribe” to be hostile or abusive.

National Collegiate Athlet:c Associat

(1]

n

An association of over 1,200 members serving the student-athiete
Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Acten Employer



President Gene Nichol
May 16, 2006
Page No. 2

The committee agrees with the institution’s position that the nickname “Tribe,” has various con-
notations and notes that, absent Native American imagery, the term “Tribe” does not invoke
Native American meanings. However, the committee believes that coupling the term “Tribe”
with imagery that has traditionally been linked to Native Americans (e.g., eagle feathers, arrow-
heads), transforms that use from one associated with “togetherness,” “shared idealism,” and
“commitment” to a stereotypical reference to Native Americans.

The committee commends the college for the steps it has taken to eliminate the nickname “Indi-
ans” and to discontinue the use of a Native American mascot in an attempt to dimimsh the
potential for expropriation and disparagement. Additionally, the committee recognizes the col-
lege’s focus on Native American research and studies, as well as the opportunities provided for
Native Americans. However, the NCAA Executive Committee’s policy and the staff review
committee’s application of the policy have consistently held that good intentions and well-
meaning efforts by schools cannot by themselves overcome the objection of those being charac-
terized by such terms. The committee believes that, while the college’s rationale for the use of
the nickname and imagery is not inherently hostile or abusive and the college may not intend to
malign Native Americans, the continued use of such Native American references creates an envi-
ronment over which an institation may not have full control. Fans, opponents, and others can and
will exhibit behaviors that indeed are hostile or abusive to Native Americans.

The committee also recognizes the support from the Virginia tribal leaders but notes that, while
not all Native Americans are of the same mund with regard to the effect of such micknames, mas-
_cots and imagery, a significant majority of the two million individuals who designate themselves
as solely Native American concur that stereotyping of their culture and customs has contributed
to a continuation of the hostile or abusive environment in which they have been placed for gen-

erations.

I would point out that the NCAA policy governs championships participation and hosting oppor-
tunities and does not preclude an institution from autonomously selecting and using a mascot or
nickname of its choice during regular season and conference competition. The Association sup-
ports the concept of institutional autonomy and recognizes the right and responsibility of each
institution to address these issues at the campus level. However, consistent with its core princi-
ples pertaining to cultural diversity, ethical sportsmanship and nondiscrimination, the Executive
Committee's policy reinforces the belief that stereotyping Native Americans through nicknames
and imagery is wrong, In this regard, William and Mary may choose to continue the use of the
nickname “Tribe,” with associated Native American imagery but, as such, would be subject to
the provisions set forth in the policy.

It is also important to note that there 1s an appeals process for any decision that 1s reached by the
staff review committee. If an institution disagrees with a deciston by the staff review committee,
an appeal can be filed with the Executive Committee within 30 days after receipt of this letter. If
the institution submits an appeal within the 30-day timeframe, the provisions of the policy would

.



President Gene Nichol
May 16, 2006
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be stayed until the Executive Committee renders its decision. This appeal must be submitted in
writing. Depending on an institution’s divisional affiliation, appeals will be reviewed by the ap-
propriate presidential governance entity for a recommendation to the Executive Committee. (In
the case of William and Mary, it is the NCAA Division I Board of Directors.)

I hope this information is helpful as you work through these issues on your campus and in your
community. We certainly recognize the sensitivity and complexity of these matters, and we stand

ready to provide assistance as needed.

Sincerely,

()¢

Bernard W. Fr
Senior Vice President for Governance and Membership

BWF:jw

cc: Selected NCAA Staff Members
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Statement by NCAA Senior Vice-President for
Governance and Membership Bernard Franklin on
the College of William and Mary Review

For Immediate Release

Tuesday, May 16, 2006

Contact
Bob Williams

Managing Director of Public and Media Relations
317/917-6117

"The NCAA staff review committee has included the College of William and Mary on
the list of colleges and universities subject to restrictions on the use of Native
American mascots, names and imagery at NCAA championships.

"The staff review committee reviewed the College of William and Mary’s institutionat
self study and corresponding documents and determined that, based on the use of
Native American feather imagery in conjunction with the nickname “Tribe,” the
College of William and Mary shouid be included on the list of colleges and universities

subject to the provistons of the policy.

"The College of William and Mary raised three points to support its conclusion that
the use of the term “Tribe” by the college is not inconsistent with the NCAA
Constitution and principle of nondiscrimination. First, the college contended that the
nickname “Tribe” is designed to communicate ennobling sentiments of commitment,
shared idealism, community and common cause. The institution noted that, several
years ago. on its own Initiative, it abandoned the use of the nickname “Indians” as
well as a Native American mascot. Second, the coliege suggested that the term
“Tribe” appropriately highlights a historical connection with the education of Native
Amencans in that a principal element of the college’s founding mission was the
education of indigenous peoples. Finally, the college noted that regional tribal leaders
have indicated that they do not-consider Williant and-Mary’s use of the nickname—

“Tribe” to be hostile or abusive.

"The commitiee agrees with the institution’s position that the nickname “Tribe.” has
various connotations, and notes that absent Native American imagery, the term
“Tribe” does not invoke Native American meanings. However, the committee believes
that coupling the term “Tribe” with imagery that has traditionally been linked to Native
Americans, for example eagie feathers and arrowheads, transforms that use from one
associated with “togetherness,” “shared idealism.” and “commitment” to a
stereotypical reference to Native Americans.

"The committee commends the college for the steps it has taken to eliminate the
nickname “Indians” and to discontinue the use of a Native American mascot.

' hitp://www2.ncaa.org/portal/media_and_events/press_room/2006/may/2006051 6 _wandm_... 5/17/2006
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Additionally, the committee recognizes the college’s focus on Native American
research and studies as well as the opportunities provided for Native Americans.
However, the Executive Committee’s policy, and the staff review committee’s
application of the policy have consistently held that good intentions and well-meaning
efforts by schools cannot by themselves overcome the objection of those being
characterized by such terms. The committee believes that while the college’s
rationale for the use of the nickname and imagery 1s not inherently hostile or abusive,
and the college may not intend to malign Native Americans, the continued use of
such Native American references creates an environment over which an institution
may not have full control. Fans, opponents. and others can and will exhibit behaviors

that indeed are hostile or abusive to Native Americans.

"The committee also recognizes the support from the Virginia tribal leaders but notes
that while not all Native Americans are of the same mind with regard to the effect of
such nicknames, mascots and imagery, a significant majority of the two million
individuals who designate themselves as solely Native American concur that
stereotyping of their cuiture and customs has contributed to a continuation of the
hostile or abusive environment in which they have been placed for generations.

"The NCAA’s position on the use of Native American mascots, names and imagery
has not changed, and the NCAA remains committed to ensuring an atmosphere of
respect and sensitivity for all who participate in and attend our championships.

“If an institution disagrees with a decision by the staff review committee, an appeal
can be filed with the NCAA Executive Committee. This appeal must be submitted in
writing. Depending on an Institution's divisional affiliation, appeals will be reviewed by
the appropriate prestdential governance entity for a recommendation to the Executive
Committee. In the case of William and Mary, it is the Division | Board of Directors."

-30-

http://www2.ncaa.org/portal/media_and events/press room/2006/may/20060516_wandm_...

5/17/2006
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Decision gives W&M half of what it wanted on mascot and logo

: BY MARTY O'BRIEN assocmtion also tuled that the praised the National Collegiate won't allow us to use the feath-
‘,The NCAA rules W”mm ‘mobrien@dallypress.com | 2474963 scheool would be subject to penal-  Athletic Association for allowing  ers, but they Jet Florida State
and Mmy nay keep its ties if it continued to attach Indi-  the school to keep the Tribe name,  use violent imagery like braves
vy 3 s ’ WILLIAMSBURG — The NCAA in-  anfeathersto the “W&M” logoon  But he disagreed with its ruling throwing flaming spears, the war
“Tribe” nickname but formed the College of William and  wniforms, N onh ﬂ'}% green-and-gold tf}n]sathers pauvt;c lJa_xlnd that goﬁt of ’chmgf:I
it ! : Mary on Tuesday that use of the "The college’s reaction to the “The good news js that we are 1am and Mary can file an
ean t use American Indwn nigﬁame “'I‘ribex’ for its athletic newswas mng{ed forever going to be the Tribe,” he appeal to the NCAA Executive
featkgm On ifs icon teams was nejther hostilenorabte  -William T Wa.lker associate  said. “We won the most important

sive to American Indians But the_ &

> W&M LOGO Continued fromA1

Indian offlcl'_f_f';

Comm1ttee within the next 30
«days. Should it lose the appeal,

the Tribe can’t wear the logoon -
ts uniform during NCAA cham- ~ . N
‘pionship events, and it can’t host -8ig

NCAA events.

R

v1ce pres1dent for pubhc affairs,

school on the first two points of

point. What we object to is they

be cons1dered offensive:
ie “Tribe”, name is de-

‘Nichol's letter. It also- com-

mended William and Mary for”
eliminating its former nickname
of “Indjans” (during the mid-

1980s) and discontinuing the use

Please see WM LOGO/AS

.K with generlc “Tribe’

'logo N:chol’s letter c1ted several

agsociated Native American
_Teasons that “Tribe” shouldn’t

imagery but, as such, would be
subject to the' brovisions set forth
in the policy.”

The NCAA ruling makes
sense to Reggie Tupponce Jr.,

= Tuesday s ruling is the latest _ o of an Indian mascot - vice president of the Virginia
in a process that began’ in .commumty and: common cause, The committee also recog- Indian Tribal Alliance for Life,
‘November 2004, when the NCAA .M Thexise of the term “Tribe” nized that though some regional “For mé per sona]ly, it’s kind

asked 33 member institutions ~-.
Willjam and Mary amorg them

— to submit a self. -analysis of

theu use of Idian mascots -

Sihce then, the NCAA has
°den1ed the use of Indian mascots
at several schools, Aincluding the
wse of “Fighting Sioux” at the
‘University of North Dakota and
Mini” af the Un1ver31ty of -
nois. -

In Novembex 2005 W1111am
and Mary President Gene R,
Nichol submitted a letter to the
NCAA, requesting the school be
a]lowed to keep its mckname and

: appropnately highlights the

school’s connection to the edu-
cation of American; .Indians,

"going back t0'1697, Nichol also

hlghllghted the attention and re-
sources that the school had com-
mitted to.the study and educa-
tion of Indians: -

- M Regional tnbal leaders with
whom the college consylted indi-
cated that they ditln't consider

“Tribe” to be hostxle and abu-

sive.
In a]lowmg Wﬂham and Mary

-to keep the “Tribe” nickname,

the NCAA agreed w1th the

1

friballeaders supported the col-
lege, it didn’t agree that the
school be allowed to use feathers
on its logo.

The NCAA 1 epoxt read in.
part: “The Executive Commit.
tee’s policy reinforces the belief
that stereotyping Native Amey-
icans through nicknames and
imageiy iswrong - -

- “In this regard, William and
Ma.ly may choose to continue the
use of the nickname “Tribe’ with

of'agood thing,” said Tupponce,
of the Upper Mattaponi Ty ibe,
outside Richmond.

“William and Mary has said
it is not using “Tribe’ in the Indi-
an senise of the term. Ifthe feath-
ers are not there, it makes that
(assertion) clear.

“It wasn’t so much the name
(Tiibe) I didn’t like, it’s the
things that go along with it-—the
use of the Tomahawk Chop and
50 forth.” &
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. W&M logos as offensive to Native

L

v Tribe

But NCAA tries to _o_co_A *85@3 as offensive

By Rusty Carter

WILLIAMSBURG — The College of Wil-
liam & Mary scored a partial victory Tuesday
when the NCAA agreed to allow W&M’s ath-
fetic teams to keep the nmickname “Tribe.” But
1t considers the two feathers depicted on some

Amenicans.

W&M undertook a self study of its
name after the NCAA listed the college
among several institutions it said had
nicknames considered offensive. The
list was pocked with peculiarities,
dinging one college nicknamed the
Braves but ignoring another with the
same moniker. Florida State, which calls its
teams the Séminoles after an Indian tribe, did
not make the list.

W&M held that the Tribe mickname should

stay based on three points:

B The nickname is used to “communicate
ennobling sentiments of comunitment, shared
idealism, communuty and common cause.

H It abandoned its Indians nicknaime sever-
al years ago, and removed an Indian mascot.

H Regional tribal leaders indicated they did

not find the nickname Tribe to be hostile or
abusive,

In a 3-page letter Tuesday to President Gene

Nichol, Bernard Franklin, the NCAA’s semor
vice president for Governance and Member-
ship, said the commutice agreed with W&M’s

tattons.

 “The committee believes that cou-
pling the terro “Tribe’ with imagery
that has traditionally been linked to
Native Americans (i.s. eagle features,
arrowheads), transforms that use from
. one associatéd with ‘togetherness’ to a
- stereotypical refernce to  Native
Americans,” Franklin wrote. ,
“While the college’s rationale for the use of
the ‘mickname and fmagery is not immherently
hostile or abusive... the coptinued use of such
Native American references creatés an envi-
ronment over which an .nstitation may not
have full control.”
According
Walker, the college will appeal the ruling.

position that Tribe has vatious conno-

The feathers were a different story. |

_iin,
i

L8 7 N
> Vo Lotss

to W&M spokesman  Bill !
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NCAA oE. moﬁm_do .
W&M’s mmmﬁrﬁ.mu
Eowzmbym accepted

BY JOHN O'CONNOR
Tiaes-DispaTce Stary WRITER

The NCAA wants William .

and Mary to scrap its feathers.

Thé governing body of col
lege athletics yesterday ruled
that “‘W&M’s ‘nickname, the

Tribe,”is ‘acceptable * but ob-
jected to the two feathers thit "

are Ba ofa Smo the school’s
_ - sporfs-
-sometimes em-

last year as users of “mascots,

nicknames or imagery” reiated '
to American Indians that could =~

be Snmamnmm ..rowEm mba abu-
m_qm i

- Abgat 30 years mmo W&M -
E.ogmn the ‘nickname “Indi-

+ans,” its American Indian mas-
“¢ot, ‘and all other athletics-re-
‘lated imagery linked to Ameri-
cani Indians, except the feath-
ered logo.

.\%m@N \.@\,m\h% - i.\N& = .m m bed

= NCAA *. éonimended

s&«g on the So&mnm:cnm .

and Hmncmu_umn -that its nick-

name ‘drew m:gon HBB Vir-
CAfter

S W&M ' defended its "use of

;,gnia " tribal . leaders.

ibé and its logos ina report
e NCAA, Sm NCAA de- -

teams |

k,. ploy. William |

associated with: ‘Smm_&mnnmmm.

mam. HW&M. nuoommm to
the mmmgm_.m on its logo, it

onmsmos and ﬁrﬁs can- |

. SEETRIBE, Eam E3>
-

mwﬁmn ﬁmmbm?. E& no_EE_w :

.WJ.K.X.:WQ \\HX&

Richmond Simes-Bispalch

5

4...3

I%okw%m E1

not display the logo while partici-
vm:.nm

“avents.
“We feel Eﬁm ‘this 1s a victory. -

They've acknowiedged that

. “Tribe’ is not hostile or abusive,”

William T. Walker, W&M’s asso-

. clate vice president for public af

fairs, said last might. But he added
that W&M will appeal the NCAA
ruling as it applies to the feath-
ered logo. .

in ZO?P mom»mmmmoa

-1 1-00

" Walker noted that the NCAA'.

- granted Florida State permissipn -
to continue use of Seminoles and
" its American Indian mascot after

FSU demonstrated support from .

‘thé Seminole tribe of Florida.

“To say what William and’
qu_ does is not acceptable and ..

what Florida , Statée -University -

does is .mnomﬁmzm boggles our

. minds,” Wilker said ina Q@S".

release.

- » Contact staff writer John c.nese at

feconnor@timesdispatch.com
or (804) 649-6233.

5/17/2006
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Quick Takes: Calif. Action Against Photo School
Voided, NCAA Condemns ‘Tribe’ Nickname at

William & Mary

o The California Bureau for Private Postsecondary Vocational Education violated 1ts own
procedures when it found that Brooks Institute of Photography had misled prospective students
and barred the for-profit college from enrolling new students, the California Department of
Consumer Affairs has concluded. The department, of which the vocational education bureau is a
part, said that the bureau had failed to give officials of the college, which is owned by the Career
Education Corporation, a chance to contest the findings before the agency took action last July.
The finding is largely a procedural one, and the consumer affairs department directed the
vocational education bureau to extend Brooks’s current approval to operate until the agency
conducts a qualitative review of Brooks’s performance.

The College of William & Mary’s “Ttibe” nickname, in conjunction with its use of Native
American imagery like eagle feathers, warrants its inclusion on a list of colleges with icons
deemed “hostile and abusive,” the National Collegiate Athletic Association announced Tuesday.
William and Mary will be restricted from participating in and playing host to NCAA.
championships as Iong as it maintains the Native American imagery, under a policy the
association adopted last year. William and Mary’s president, Gene R. Nichol, had noted in its
petition to the NCAA that the college had changed its nickname from “Indians” and discontinued

ae-ofth o manaa

its-Nattve American mascot; and-argued-that-the-use-of the-name

— Doug Lederman

Comments
There ocu.gmw are no comments on this item.

Got something to say? Add a comment.

http://insidehighered.com/news/2006/05/17/qt 5/1772006
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William & Mary restricted from using mascot in NCAA

championships
Assoclated Press
Tuesday, May 16, 2006

WILLIAMSBURG, Va. - The College of William & Mary may keep its "Tribe" mascot, but can't use it
In NCAA tournaments, college athletics’ governing board said Tuesday.

The NCAA included William & Mary on its list of schools subject to a policy banning the use of
"hostile" and "abusive" Indian nicknames, mascots and imagery at championship events. That
means the university also cannot host an NCAA tournament,

"The good news is that we are forever mo_:m to be the Tribe,"” William & Mary spokesman William T.
Walker said in a statement.

The school had submitted a review, in which it argued that the Tribe nickname was consistent with
the NCAA's policy of nondiscrimination. It claimed the nickname "is designed to communicate
ennobling sentiments of commitment, shared idealism, community and common cause,” that it
appropriately highlights the schoal's founding mission to educate indigenous peoples and that
regional tribal leaders had indicated they do not consider the school's nickname hostile or abusive.

The NCAA, In a letter to President Gene Nichol, said it agreed that the nickname "Tribe" wasn't
offensive, but combined with the logo showing two feathers "transforms that use from one
assoclated with 'togetherness,' 'shared idealism,’ and 'commitment’ to stereotypical reference to

Native Americans."

The body said the school's use of the imagery "¢creates an environmental over which an nstitution
may not have full control."

"Fans, opponents, and others can and will exhibit behaviors that indeed are hostile or abusive to
Native Americans,” the NCAA said.

Four schools, including Fiorida State, won appeals to keep their mascots because of support from
Indian tribes. Walker said William & Mary also would appeal the NCAA's decision.

"To say that what William and Mary does I1s not acceptable and what Florida State University does
is acceptable boggles our minds," Walker said.

"Perhaps it 1s the absurdity of judgments like these that is causing the U.S. Congress to consider
taking this matter out of the hands of the NCAA."

Legislation being considered in the U.S. House would limit the NCAA's authority to sanction its
members over their use of nicknames and mascots.

This story can be found at: htt www.dailyprogress.com/serviet/Satellite?
pagename=CDP/MGArticle/RTD BasicArticle&c=MGArticleRcid=1137836123017

http://www.dailyprogress.comy/servlet/Satellite?pagename=Common%2FMGArticle%2FPr... 5/17/2006
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COLLEGES

- William & Mary to Appeal NCAA’s Dictate

William & Mary plans to appeal an
NCAA ruling that has determmed its
logo; which consists of the nickname
“Tribe” flanked by two feathers, 1s

* discriminatory.

- The NCAA ruling, rendered in a
two-page statement released Tuesday,
represented a split decision for the
college, which had argued that its
nickname conveyed “ennobling
séntiments of commitment, shared

" idealism, community and common

 cause.” NCAA officials agreed in part,
ruling that “Tribe” itself was not

* objectionable but that linking “Tribe” to

 an nnage of two feathers was. Asa
“-result, William & Mary has been
retainedon a list of s¢hools subject to
'Denalties because of what the NCAA
“deéms to be “hostile and abusive”
“’nicknames or masc its,

The NCAA’s executive commiftee in”
2005 ruled that schools that dispiayed
such nicknames, mascots or logos would
be barred from hosting postseason .
games and not allowed to wear uniforms,
dispiaying the offending imagery m the
postseason. The Florida State .
Seminoles were granted a reprieve, .
however, partly because a local ol
Semanole tribe supported the
nickname’s use. ,

Bill Walker, associate vice president |
for public affairs, said William & Mary
felt compelled to fight for the right to <.
display its logo. “It's hard for us to
understand how the NCAA could .
approve Florida State'swild - L
representation of an Indian on .
horseback with the flaming spear and be
perturbed about feathers,” Walker said;

o — Liz Clarke,
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'NCAA bans Tribe \
mascot from tourneys

From staff and wire reports ﬁw w h m
WILLIAMSBURG, Va. - The Colle i .
Mary may keep its “Iribe” mascot, but can't use it in .
‘NCAA tournaments, college athleties governing
board said Tuesday .

The NCAA included William & Mary on its Jist of
schools subject to a policy banning the use of “héstile”
and “abusive” Indian nicknames, mascots and im- ;
agery at championship events. That means the univer- \

sity also cannot host an NCAA tourpament. )
“The good news is that we are forever going to be
the Tribe,” William & Mary spoxesman William T,
- Walker said in a statement. A
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" William & Mary
mascot banned

WILLIAMSBURG, Va. —

- The NCAA nas added William
& Mary to its list of schools
subject to restrictions on the
use of Indian mascots, names
and imagery 1n the governing
body’s championship events.

William & Mary will ve al-
lowed to keep its “Tribe” nick-
name, but can’t use it in NCAA
champilonship competitions
and ‘afso 1s. barred from hold- ;
ing NCAA events. - i

o

e

proswe
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Gina Woodward

From: Gene R. Nichol {gnichol@wm.edui

Sent: Wednesday, May 17, 2006 3:04 PM

To: staff@wm.edu; faculiy@wm.edy; students@wm.edu
Subject: |staff_send] The Tribe and the NCAA

May 17, 2006

To the Campus Community:

We learned last evening that the NCAA staff review determined the use of the nickname "Tribe" by our athletic
teams was neither "hostile nor abusive." The report did object, however, to the use of feathers as part of our
sports logo. We will appeal the ruling as it applies to the logo.

The good news, of course, is the NCAA has agreed with our assessment of the term "Tribe." The nickname — so
close to the heart of this community -- will remain the College's moniker.

The NCAA's varied interpretations of mascot policy — what it allows and what it rejects -- are impossible to
comprehend or justify. it is unsurpnising, therefore, that the U. S. Congress is considering taking the matter out of
the Association's hands. It remains my belief that the William and Mary athletic program should be touted as a
national mode! for unparalleled academics and athletics.

Go Tribe!

Hark upon the gale!

All the best,

Gene Nichol

5/17/2006
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Clarification: William & Mary iogo
72 words

17 May 2006

01:39 PM

Assoctated Press Newswires

English
{c) 2006. The Associated Press. All Rights Reserved.

WILLIAMSBURG, Va. (AP) - In a May 16 story, The Associated Press reported that the NCAA ruled the College of
William and Mary can keep its Tribe mascot. The story should have specified that the ruling involved the Tribe
nickname, rather than mascot, as correctly stated elsewhere in the story. The school dropped its mascot 30 years
ago, when the nickname was changed to Tribe from Indians.
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> TRIBE Continued from B1

Critics of ruling say there’s nothing defamatory about the symbol

Non-fiction author Mike
DY'Orso, whose most recent book,
“Eagle Blue,” chronicles the high
school bagkethall season of a team
of Gwich’in Indians in Arctic
Alaska, echoed Storm.

“There’s nothing defamatory
about that symbol,” D'Orso, a
1975 graduate, said of the feath-
ers. “When I was at William and
Mary, we were the "Indians’ and
Chief Wahoo graced the 50-yard-

line, ‘

His face it up on top of the
scoreboard after each touchdown.
I can understand how that might
be deemed offensive.

“I've talked to friends in the
Native Alaskan community who
think this is absurd. They think
there are a lot more serious
issues people should turn their
attention to.”

Jim Ukxop ('60) and Joe Mont-

gomery ('74) said the NCAA
should place its focus on William
and Mary as a national model for
the student-athlete. Storm agreed.

“Our football team has a
100-percent graduation rate, and
the men and women on all of our
23 teams are true student-ath-
letes,” she said.

The NCAA decision irks many
William and Mary alumni

because Florida State is allowed

toretain its nickname, the Semi-
noles, as well as its American
Indian mascot (Chief Dsceola)
and imagery: Last August, the
NCAA ruled that there is a
unique relationshipbetween FSU
and the Seminole Tribe of Flori-
da.

“Where is the fairness? asked
Bud Porter, a 1962 W&M gradu-
ate and former Tribe football
player “How can the NCAA

allow an Indian with a flaming
spear .and war paint to ride
around on a horse at Floyida State
and we can't have two feathers?”

W&M associate athletic direc-
tor Rob Dunn sajd that until the
appeal is decided, the school will
postpone placing a logo on the
field turf being installed at Zable
Stadium and won't order any new
utniforms.

“This is the most ridiculous

thing I've ever heard,” said Wal-
ter J. Zable, the 1937 graduate for
whom the football stadium is
named. “The NCAA showld sup-
pert things like the National Foot-
ball Foundation & College Hall of
Fame’s "Play it Smart’ program
that helps kids study and get
scholarships.

“It doesn’t make sense that
they have time to eriticize schools
over their names and logos ” &
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On the W&M logo,
the NCAA logic and
priorities are flawed

Oh, spare us.

With all the NCAA has to deal with, it’s
worried about feathers.

There are athletes committing violent
crimes and engaging in all kinds of tawary
behavicr. Coaches using sex to Iure
recruits. Schools where the graduation

. rates for some teams are so abysinal that

~ any pretense of scholar-athletes has been
abandoned in favor of straight-up, big-dol-
lar sports/entertainment, with any con-
nection to educaticn purely comeidental.-

And the NCAA 1s concerned mwoﬁ
some feathers on some T-shirts and -~
bumper mﬂnwmwm at Em Oocmmm om saEmS
and Mary,

The ZOPP has mwmﬂocmg finally,
agreed to let the Tribe keep on bemg the

Tribe, deciding that the term isn’t hostile

-or abusive to American Indians. This mote
of progress suggests that someone at the
NCAA got hold of a dictionary; or sparked
some synapses mto firing sequentially
after a well-deserved “well, duh” smack in

the head. “Tribe” isn’t an insult; it’s a
social unit, a collection of families, clans
or other groups that share some link, usu-
ally common ancestry and culture, The
reference can be to ancient Romans,
Greeks or Israelites as well as latter-day

‘Indians— orevena gaggle of folks who
mcmwm a common interest.

“But the Tribe can’t use the two perky

‘feathers that have long decorated its logo,
because the NCAA thinks they constitute

- an offensive stereotype. That’s a reach,
given the logo’s stylistic design and green-
and-gold color scheme..

‘Consistency doesn’ seem to .cm anissue
with thie NCAA, either, since the Florida
State Seminoles won approval of its mas-

‘tuled that teams with any insignia that it

-with such insignia to tournaments.

sibly the purpose, of distracting from the !

cot, a brave m war paint; it also uses toma- -
hawks and a cheer called the “war chant.”
Now we're talking stereotypes.

It’s all part of the NCAA’s il -managed
examination of team nicknames, mascots
and insigma with Indian references. It

deemed offensive couldn’t host post-season .
tournaments or bring uniforms, bands,
mascots, cheerleaders or paraphernalia

.It’s like putting pepper in'the eye of a
wounded elephant: It has the effect; or pes- |

real pain that pervades college athlefics.
Like the athletes — and coaches — gone |
wild from the University of o&owmmo to ,
- Virginia Tech to UE% to Emzﬁou .Emﬁ a
few, i

Big-time college mmmmﬁom has' SEm S i

- be the embodiment of corruption; one Eﬁ !

paints with an ugly brush the EEWE
schools and athletes as well as the ﬁmbnmm
And the NCAA’s big issue1s a 8=Em om
feathers?
Spare us, anid mwmum ﬂEuEB and Mary.
Where the athletes really are scholars.

. Where the graduation rate for varsity

team members is one of the highest in the
nation, and Phi Beta Kappas regularly snit
up-and hit the field, the court, the track,
the parallel bars and other venues wow
mter-collegiate sports. Where the presi-
dent, a legal scholar with finely honed sen- |
sitivities when it comesto diversity, signs :
his emails, “Go Tribe.”

But William and Mary had to waste a -
lot of time and energy on a self:study of its
nickname. When it could and should have

_been spending that time and energy on
" 1ssues related to its misston: the education

and development of young men and
woment. When it could and should be deal-

‘g with matters more important than-

what’s drawn on the cup youi get at the
concession stand.
Spare us. &=
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THE z,cn—.mb,w. OPTION - _

- The business regarding the NCAA’s
review of the College of William and
Mary mascot and nicknaine is too absurd
to H.mmaﬁ additional SEEQSQ Earlier
this Smmw we noted with relief that the - .
NCAA was OK with “Tribe,” ruling Emﬁ
the term wasn’t hostile or abusiveto
Native Americans. But the Zo?& ogma :
ed to W&M’s use of feathers as part of its
logo. The no:mmm will appeal that wmi of
the decision.

" Perhaps what wmmmw warrants review 1s -
the existence of the NCAA — given its fail- -
ure to maintain the integrity of big- Eﬁm
college athlefics.. . = . :

While soEEm $0 radical is Emoc‘ 5 Em
-cards, W&M President Gene Nichol, tnan‘:*
e-mail to some alumm, offered evidence
_thatrelieffrom a Emumw power may cm on ‘.
the way. mﬂm zs:& . P
U “The NCAA’s 4&:3 Sﬁ&ﬁ etation: .
-mascot policy - what it allows and what i :..
rejects —are EuuommHEm to noEbmemsm or-
~ Justify. It is unsurprising, Emwmwowm. that
the U.S. Congress is Saﬁm:aw Sﬁ;w Sm
:S&mw outof Nwm%monﬁus: s ga& »oa
,ES” s our mEESma m muo E.mﬁozm :
- “senténce.
: Létitbea Emmmmmm 8 Em Z OPP that nm
- mascot policy is so misguided that rational
- pebple now begin to see hope for resolu
- tion Ewommw congressional intervention.
"When you look to Congress for u&? you'
. wboé things are Emmmmm up. 8
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Richmond Times-Dispatch
Saturday, May 20, 2006

FEATHERS FLAP: Say you're ordering uniforms for William and Mary's teams. Include the logo with
feathers, or without?

W&M and the NCAA are going at it over the two feathers that are part of one of the school's
athletic logos. The NCAA believes the feathers, when coupled with the nickname "Tribe,” constitute
an unacceptable stereotypical reference to Native Americans.

"The good news, of course, Is the NCAA has agreed with our assessment of the term 'Tribe.’ The
nickname - so close to the heart of this community - will remain the college’s moniker," Gene

Nichol, the school president, said in a release.

"The NCAA's varied interpretations of mascot policy - what it allows and what it rejects - are
impaossible to comprehend or justify. It 1s unsurprising, therefore, that the U. S. Congress Is
considering taking the matter out of the Association’s hands. It remains my belief that the William
and Mary athletic program should be touted as a national model for unparalleled academics and

athletics.”

W&M will appeal. It would lose the opportunity to serve as a host for NCAA postseason events and
would have to use uniforms without the offensive logo in postseason competition if the appeat is
denied. According to Brian Whitson of W&M's public affairs office, the school is not prepared to
speculate on how it would respond if the NCAA rejects the appeal and thus offers an unpalatable
choice: lose the two feathers or suffer the two NCAA sanctions.

W8&M has 26 days remaining to appeal. Whitson said W&M expects to get an NCAA reply concerning
the forthcoming appeal by the end of the summer.

UR KICKER: Placement specialist Andrew Howard, from Hermitage High, will join the UR football
program in August. As a freshman, he has a shot at being the Spiders kicker for their opener at

Duke, according to UR coach Dave Clawson.

UR desperately was seeking a kicker after Syracuse transfer Ricky Krautman matriculated at
Richmond in January with three seasons of eligibility remaining and left UR soon after that for
personal reasons. Howard is a two-time all-Colonial District kicker, and was first team all-Central
Region. In his Panthers career, he made 13 of 18 FG attempts and 101 of 104 point-after tries.

JMU SCENE: Go to www.imusports.com and click on the Bridgeforth Stadium WebCam icon to see
in real time how the removal of the artificial surface and installation of the FieldTurf is coming at

James Madison's football stadium. - John O'Connor

This story can be found at: http: .
2FMGArticle%2FRTD BasicArticle&%09s=1045855934926&c=MGArticle&cid =%

bttp:/fwww.timesdispatch.com/serviet/Satellite?pagename=Common%2 FMGArticle%2FP...  5/22/2006
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Julian: Two feathers create ticklish situation at William &
Mary

By ROLAND JULIAN
May 21, 2006

The NCAA needs to get out of the Indian business.

And Indians who approve of college teams bearing therr nicknames have a right to get the
NCAA off their backs.

The iatest maneuver by the NCAA was against the Coliege of William and Mary - ail over a
couple of feathers. The NCAA apparently assumed that because they were pictured with the

word "Tribe" that it is diserimmnatory.

According to a Washington Post story, William & Mary has been retained on a list of schools
subject to penalties because of what the NCAA deems to be "hostile and abusive"

nicknames or mascots,

It would appear that the NCAA is discriminatory in making such an assumption. Remember
gambler Jimmy the Greek and the Dodgers' Al Campanis? They made statements about
physical differences in blacks and other races. They were fired from their jobs because of
their comments - regardless of whether they were true or not. You know, the politically

correct bit.

So, how did the NCAA conclude that "Tribe" means Indian? And that anyone adormed with
feathers are Indians? Remember that stripper Sally Rand started a successful career by
hiding behind a couple of ostrich feather fans. Back to associating feathers and a tribe:
What kind of feathers were used in William & Mary's illustration: Turkey? Ostrich? Wren?

Chicken?
Horse feathers! That's more like it.

Evidently some indians, maybe even indian iribes, argue that using an Indian name for a
team Is demeaning. Have they considered that the use of an Indian nickname by an athletic

tearn or school gives their race positive recognition, not negative.

And isn't it odd that Thomas Jefferson, one of the most-powerful advocates of liberty in
America, graduated from William & Mary n 1762 - 137 years before the NCAA was born -
and | doubt if Jefferson ever went on record as one who slammed the Indian nickname at

his school.

it would seem the NCAA has more-important issues at hand than worrying about mascots
and nicknames. It hasn't figured how fo implement a playoff for Division | footbail - but it has

successful plavoff plans for Divisions I and 1.

One can only laugh at the ineptness of the guys who tegrslate - college presidents. Ruling
against the very institufions over which they preside, do they not have the backbone to fell

the moaners-and-groaners fo gef a life?

More than 65 schools have no nicknames or mascot. What happens when those schools
play each other? It could be boring and about as confusing as NCAA decisions - including
those that prevent schools from having athletic dorms strictly for athletes. It's no wonder the
media repotts almast every day that a college athiete is in trouble with the law. By NCAA

standards, the Indian 1ssue 1s more important.
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“Tribe" flanked by fwo teathers discriminatory? What about the Boston College Eagles. Lots
of feathers ... The Lousville Cardinals ... lots of feathers. The Kansas Jayhawks .__ lots of -
feathers. Maybe NCAA brass should take a couple of shots of Three Feathers and chill out.

The NCAA even banned the word lllini, the University of filinois' nickname. You know, it's in -
the Land of Lincoln. If was Abraham Lincoln, who s credited with freeing the slaves. Yet, the
NCAA s attempting to hold certain universities or colleges hostage because of their
nicknames. It wasn't the NCAA which forced integration of colleges, or even in college
athletics. State and the U.S. governments resolved that problem. Now it's the NCAA which

discriminates when it comes to the use of a nickname.

What about the Irish of Notre Dame? Do immigrants from Ireland like being affiliated with an
odd-looking leprechaun? Evidently it's no problem.

And isn't it odd that the nickname at Haskell Indian Nations University 1s - ali together now -

INDIANS!
Tribe doesn't necessarily refer to an Indian nation. The Israelites were divided into 12 tribes,
according to the Old Testament. And what about the fribes of African natives? Or Australian
natives? Or South American natives?

Maybe universities and colleges with Indian nicknames should follow the lead of Florida
State coach Bobby Bowden. He caused the NCAA to tuck ifs tail and run. it might heip if
Bowden came fo the aid of schools being threatened and support therr cause. He's aiready

won his war.

If the NCAA has the iegal right fo determine school micknames, what's to keep it from
banning the nickname Volunteers at Tennessee? Yeah, then assign a nickname like Draft
Dodgers or Deserters?

lt's odd that schools aren't permitted to use indian nicknames, yet businesses aren't held to
that same standard. For instance: Indian motorcycies, Cleveland Indians, Atlanta Braves
and Red Man chewing tobacco. The tobacco pouch has a man in headdress printed on the
package. Maybe the NCAA will ban the Levi Garrett product from NCAA competitions.

Come to think of it, it has already.
Just ancther case of infringement of individual rights.

As indians in movies of the 1920s, '30s and '40s used to say: "Paleface (NCAA in this case)
speaks with forked tongue.”

Roiland Julian may bs contacted at julian@knews.com,
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ESSAY: How W&M got its feathers ‘
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JAMES CITY -- William & Mary's former, but certainly not forgotten, sports logo featuring two feathers
was originally displayed upside down.

It was adopted almost overnight, without the studied deliberations of a committee, and flipped at the
suggestion of the chief booster of the coliege athletic program. And it was created on the cheap.

This now-lamented symbol appeared in the summer of 1974 and entered the campus arena casually to
replace the face of a grinning Indian whose image had adorned football tickets and the scoreboard at
Cary Field. Soon the new uncomplicated logo became a universal symbo! affixed to shirts and caps and
anything else that imaginatively might be marketed as being associated with the college.

The twin feathers have since been officially erased as possibly offensive to Native Americans, despite
the lack of their complaint. What were once the Indians of William & Mary are now known collectively as
the “Tribe,” an appellation that denotes a broad range of amicable connotations. Today a commitiee of
the college community’s most inventive minds Is laboriously selecting a new mascot, a decision out of
which will emerge a new sports logo.

Before that announcement 1s made next year, it 1s appropriate to record how the twin feathers came into
being. It was a creation informally conceived.

Three college administrators who occasionally had lunch together were of like mind: The use of a
‘cartoon characterization of an Indian brave had to go. “This silly toothy Indian,” as Ross Weeks Jr.
labeled it in e-mail correspondence, “was mappropriate for a distinguished university trying to build its
national image.” Weeks, who now lives in Tazewell, then headed the public refations staff and edited the
Alumni Gazette. He avoided acknowledging that the scoreboard Indian could be seen as resembling the
trademark of the Cleveland Indians baseball team.

Barry Fratkin, the sports information director who that year become executive director of the W&M
Athletic Educational Foundation, also wanted to take down the toothy Indian for practical reasons. “It
wasn’t oniginal, correct or proper for William and Mary,” he recalled.

Weeks and Fratkin and the late S. Dean Olson, who led the publications department, called in George
Crawford, then a graphic artist for Colonial Williamsburg who took on outside projects. He Is the
designer of logos for Williamsburg Community Hospital, the Trellis, W&M Law School, Housing
Partnerships and other institutions.

“l went over to the campus to see Dean on my coffee break,” Crawford recalied, “and he had a quick
little asstgnment to craft an insignia for footbail. He said he needed it right away. Like tomorrow.”

Crawford was instructed to “get rid of the Indian face,” but he could keep the feathers so as not to
eliminate recognition of the traditional W&M Indians. Even then, the Indian nickname was commonly

replaced on sports pages by the term "Tribe.”

“That night 1 drew boxed-styled ‘W’ and ‘M’ letters overlapping to create a sporty fook. | found out that
the Powhatan Indians of Virginia wore feathers on the back of their head so that they hung down, and |
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added feathers pointing down.” The letters were green, the feathers golden with tips of green.
In a day or so Crawford presented his sketch to Olson, Fratkin and Weeks. “They liked it.”

Sometime later, Fratkin, a 1964 W&M graduate, had an inspiration: “Put the feathers up, and that way
they form a V for victory.” All that had to be done was to turn the logo upside down, since the block
letter “M"” instantly became a “W’ and the “W’ became an “M.”

“That was it,” Fratkin reported in a telephone conversation from Richmond where he now lives. The
feathers-up logo was appropriated by his Athletic Educational Foundation.

While the use of feathers was, as Fratkin said, “a tieback to the Indians,” the images and terminology
implicit of Native Americans were fast fading from use. The word “Indians,” which had not been on
football jerseys, was taken off basketball uniforms in 1975. Indian dancers left the sidelines and Chief
Wampum gave up giving out war whoops. Papier-mache [ndians failed to show up for Homecoming
parades. Without notice and without deliberate design, W&M had become a reservation with only
feathers as a reminder of its athletic Indians.

The twin feathers logo remained an innocent logo until 2006 when it was decreed inappropriate by the
NCAA, a sideline snipe that the college unsuccessfully appealed.

Crawford, who lives in the Williamsburg area and teaches art at Kecoughtan High Schoo! in Hampton,
recalled that Dean Olson asked him to submit a bill. “I figured | had spent about an hour and a half on
the project. So | said $37, and he paid it.”

Will Molineux is a retired newspaper editor who contributes to the journal Colonial Williamsburg.

Copyright © 2009 - The Virginia Gazette

[x] Close Window

20f2 11/7/2009 9:52 AM



