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Banks, James E. 7

Barrel Factory 4

Branch Store (William Randolph) 5

Branch, Cary C. 4 ‘

Branch, C. Hammond 4

Branch, Laura Hammond 9

Burnt Ordinary 8

BUSINESS, TOAND 1.,2.4,5

Carlton, Kate Hammond ¢

Chesapesakse & Ohlio Rallroad 3,6.8

EDUCATION 2,3

Edwards, Mr. (Princ. THS) 3

FamMilLy LIFE 1,6,7

FARMING 3,5

Felix Hotel 1,3,4,8
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1
Geddy, Bert (S
GOVERNMENT 7
GROWTH 7
Eo Cq. E. Building (Toano) 1
Hammond, Francis Ward 9
Heniesy, Catherine Norvell Lightfoot 9
Hill Pleasant Farm 9
Hunt, Harold J. 9
Jennings, Plum (&, W.) 7
LANEXA 8
Marston, D. W. 5
Martin Store (Walter) 1,5
Martin & Farinholt Store 1
Olive Branch Christian Church 9
Peninsula Bank & Trust Co. 1
Porter, {(William) 7
RECREATION 2
RELIGION ©
Richardson Store (R. E.) B
Tayvior, R. K., Sr,. 4
TOANG 1,2,8
Toano High School 1,2,.8
TRANSPORTATION X,5,6
Trice, Edward, Sheriff &
White, Rev. (Meth., Minis.) 5
Wilkinson & Geddy Store 1
Williamsburg Pottery Factory 1
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doseph Lariton

fMo. 84-011

Sugust 19, 1984

2R I am tal to Hr. Joseph , in Toano, and [
in this area a5 long time. HMr. Cariten, we'd like you to share
puperiences of where vou've lived and what vou've daone and =om
vou've seen in the Lounty during the past few vears. When did
move here?

A 1901, around there, 1 think or 18%0 or 1891, I reckon.

i Where dig vou live?

.

Bz That white house there across the street from the old B.E. Bui
great chimnevs on sach side. That's where ! was bern, in that
those chimneys sweren’'t there then, they were put on there arou
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A: Mo, put here in Toano.
i right?

it

heic)
an

was up the s It was right up the streess there
street. Femember the Wilkerson and Geddy Store?
£ Yes -- uh huh.
a: It was just the other side of it with & Iang separating it --
ta Mr. beddy's house and thalt oreat hig old houss was
howse here, and Walier Martin's houss was there, the Bank Buil
Morton snd Farinholt Stors was fhere -- vou don't know that --
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Did vou have any girlfriends?
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-~ gogd times, bad times, frusirated times, and in those 17
YEAT S,

Can vou ressmber what vou charged for a room at the hotel?

Yes. Fifty cents for & weal, and 30 cents for lodoging: %2 & dav. That was
regular price most everyshers you went in {hose days.

Somes wers comfortable beds, and some were not very confortahle. But the

ransit and cogmercial people, they had the hest of sverything--cleasn shestis

Did vou have to clean the rooms and change the beds?
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any bathrooms like today. % was a complete country shack. It should have
been torn douwn, befors it was ever rented out as a hotel.

it sounds like it was prosperous and busy. How old were vou when they got o

I was about 21-22 vears old.

Then what did vou do?

i got a job with the barrel factory here in Toano. #r. Branch can tell vou
all about the barrel factory, hecause his father ran it. 1§ was under one of

the bosses. MWr. Taylor was the supervisor......he was the hig shot over

there. He ran ity Hut Branch paid off the hands on Saturdavs.
I bet your salsry wasn’'i extremely high, was 117
My salary wasn'i too much. WHasn't anybody got over $20 a week.
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The trzins were husy then.
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faanoy it was held wp.  And the word get arcund that there was a hotel o
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place where they could gst something to eaty and the people were getting
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came over here fo the Felix Hotel and orabbed up the food that was being
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serve breakfast Fhat was & terrible experience! To he sitting down A

everything grabbed off vour place -- there were 18 plates
One experience I had, my mother was taben sick and wnen { came home

Toimek L = 41 e - :
lunch from school, she told me I hag tn ctav home and prepare the evenin

meal. The main meal was supper at that time, and 1'd have to cook it &bl
s oo aat s b £ . , ;

myself. It wazs a1l laid out for me. About the time we were readv ta eat
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supper, we had two extra people. Ho 18 people plus the ftwo extra peopls
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must have been on 2 Monday morning.

Did you cook on 3 wood stove?

Yes, we'd tesd the five and do the cooking, and all that . . .

How long have you lived here in this location?

Ahput 30 years. There wasn't & treecor grass on the place. A& J.4. Banks
gwned the place, and we rented it from him and sy mother had & litlle garden
in the front vard where everyone could ses the garden. She was an intensive

Where was your mother from?

Down on the York River. But I was workin

[
or
m
-G
[
28]

che Mill when we moved

]
e
-+
-

-
o
m
P
o
=
m
=
P
-t
o~
i
m
1]

"1
1
™
=
o
>
ot
o
jun }
in
=3
-t
or
P
o
et
1
o
o

(]
a,

house or moving away from heres,
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but we staved and we found fr. Ganks was willing to sell and we bought the

place and 1've been here ever since.

S0, you have enjoyed iittle touwn, right?
I've lived here practically all @y life.
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the warrants and try the cases, have a preliminary trial and sometimes they'd

Mowadays the law has changed. I don’'t know what it is



e
we

fnd the Sheriff was Sheriff Trice. Right? Did he cover all of Jam
Yes. At one time he was the only sheriff. He didn't have a deptut
Hew was also the sherifd of Williamsburg. Finally, they got z poli
thars to take care of Hilliamshurg that sort of relisved the county
some extent, but he was still SBheriff of Williamsburg. &11 that is
new. Mow we have the Sheriff Deparisent and the Police Depariment

fity County. We're growing.
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was anoither nas
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that’'s a2 touwn. But Toano seems to be a soart of

5o, the railrosd seemsd to name z lot

formerly known, or ﬁamedﬁjgw%kﬁrdinary: ! don't think that was a r

iow do vou think ou
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I reckon 1:°11 grow.
What can vou tell the people who listen fo veuwr information? What
would vou give fhem for & long life? You've lived a3 long time: do
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¥You look in good health. Do you wmant to tell us how old vou are?
Cut that off!

Fr. Carlton, yvou just chared with ae saome of vour love for Jesus Christ sz
vour atiendance at Diive Branch 50 many yvesrs. felil

iittle bit about vour experience there. I understand you've been 3 Sun
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School tesacher, and & deacon, and held many jobs in the church. Tell o

your experisnce in the Lord’'s work, .

I've been a member of Olive Branch Christian Church all @y life. I joi
church, and held different offices and things. was Treasurer of the church

H

for {7 vears
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other things that [ was interested in., I°ve taken a lot of interest in

church and the cemetsry. W& have the cemetery in very gouod condifion n

weg have sort of 5 mesorial fund that's been given them, and it's accumula
gnough money to kesp in perpetual operation and svervithing looks very wel

NowW.

I understand i

F

was your grandmother and grandfather that helped found

church.
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Py grandmother helped organize the church at Hill

i

where Mr. Harold Hunt is now living. fAnd it was established in (B35, o

183%. My grandfather, Mr. Hasmond, sy sother and my aunt would drive from

¥York River homeplace up there in the mornping, have a service, and then
¥ 3
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mother s grandmother ‘s for dinper on Sunday. I don't know what time in

atternoon or night they got back home. It was an all-day trig for then
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