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Confidential.

Dr. Douglas &. Freewan,
The Vews Leador,
_ Rlechmond, Virginis.

Uy dear Douplas:

: I am reburning herewlid ihe letter whieh you sent me.
The proposed vieit to ¥illlamsburg om Septeaber 26ih kes really concerned
me because I kaew thet publicity would have Lo come of it and that there
would be a awiber of pesple inclined {o cpiticlise,

You ugderstand, however, that I never invited the Klan .
0 comg o Williawsburg. Owe dey a lesder of the ¥lem {romshichmond
ane in and salif, “Ye-are going to hold o mesting in Tillimosburg one
unday In dhe fall, end we are golug o present you with o fisg. You
will net refuse to toke = 2lag, will you?® I steted, *Of course, I ¢am
net refuse 4o aecept & flag of $he United States,” and thet is my positicn,
that I counol refuse 4o aceept o flag of the Uniled States.

W g+

% wuy interest you to know thel he cewe jusl 4wo days

after the Gibbons Club of this College, »ade up of Catholic students, bhad
beld o meeling snd held wesy, and I hed been invited to o dinner and 'ode

a speech gb their dluner. I think the leeder was intlined to think that
I wag lemning tovards Cathollcs. o '

Sokn Fureell's e¢ondidecy. I voted for John in the o
general election. I hove vobed for many Uatholice ir

Gandidly, I do not see how, es President of the Ccllege,
could refuse Yo et the Glbbens CGlub wmeel heve, and I 40 not see how
could refuse o 30 to thelr dimnmer, whick, by the way, I enjoyed.

i the siher haud, 1 do not see how I could refuse to accept & flag of
the United Statee presented to this College by & group of scitiszens, I
am afraid that these eitizens sometimes do not take the right attitude
tovards others. I am afreid thet they do mot exercico Christisn
forbearante. I ew afreid that they have forgotien the Declaration of
independenge which slalmg that we are endowed by cwr Creator with certain
uwralienable rights, that awmong these ave 1life, liberty, and the pupsult
¢f hopplness, ond they have forgotten the firet Amendment to the Consbi~
tution, ae our latholie friend says. Our Virginia Bi11 of nights,
Sgction 1 and Seelium 16,particularly provides for us the duty $o
oractiee all Forbesrange, love, and sharily tovards each other. AS @
matter of fact, I su greedly conterned over intolerance, '
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bBr. ﬁaugiaa ﬁk Froeman, 8/17/26.

_ When the Gibbong Club held maass at William and uery,
it wae Cone under the auspiees of the Knighis ¢f Coluwbus. How, wheg
ansther order desires o present & flag there seems %o be a desire to
protest. ‘ f ‘ '
How we are going Lo bring it obout I do not inow, but
in this cowsdyy we mist have regird for differsnees of views, and when
we have. something thet we belleve in thoroaghly, we nust net shuse
people for helding comtrary views, bubt we muod wee avery opportunity to
persusde them 1o 2 new peint of view and yersuade vhen of the right.-
Boyeatt, zbuse, initolerance, or cruel trestiment are all contrary Yo the

foundations of our govermment, and are wot the things upon which to rely,

: , L confess Yo you confidentially ¢hat I am in & ghendery
about this matber, but I see uo wey out bub that if the Klan does cowe
hepe on Septesber Z6bh and presents us with & Tlag tof secept b, If
thal comes about, however, I think that I shall write o csrefully pre-
apred sppech snd seud it fo veu on the day afier the event inkes plageg,
That Ls wob going to rewmve eriiicism beeavse there spe people vho ave
lntolerant and take ithe wrong point of view. o NN

This dnstitution, as e stote inetitud on,mugt recognize
all factiens of ouwr citizesship, certainly among th white people, and
we fust nob o attempd to run this institoeiion in the interests of amy one
fagbion, or of aay one sect, creed, or organization. : .

, i hope.very mich, however, %haﬁﬂypux paper will be able
‘o keep from presenting a8y le%ﬁars-pkov&nd'agn,.hu&‘ﬁhmﬁ ig for you io
aozmd T odo mot, of course, meke this ad o récuest.,

¥

S

tppre¢iating your interest a@@,gécﬁ,wﬁ1&¢;amd,@i@ .
"o shown in we in sending Lhis letter %o e from the
Sincerely yours,

s .

Fresident. v




THE NEWS LEADER

RICHMOND, VA.
Every Afternoon Except Sunday,

More Daily Circulation Than Any Other Paper in Virginia.

August 19, 1926

Dr. J. A, C. Chandler
College of William and Mary

Williamsburg, Virginia

Dear Dr. Chandler:

I am very much obliged for yours of August 17th and understand the
difficulty in which you find yourself. I think your solution probably is
the best one——fo_make a plain statement in behalf of free speechAtolerance

at the time of the receipt of the flag. Of course we shall be glad to print

the statement in full.

Faithfully yours, o

S

DEF-b D. S. Freeman
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her 20, 1%26.

Gr. George B. Zelmser,
University, Virginia,--

My desr Lehmer:

. Your istier of Beptewder 12th bas just been recelved.
I appreeiate the spirit in which you have hra%%en@

. I kunow thai I an receiviag Lun&idﬁrable'criﬁicism;‘ Tie
whole problem has worried me very wmuch, ond j
situation (o you gowe time whes I see you.

&uc mywn hL ne, 1

to gay this, that I heve net in any sense csmm¢t%ea wyself to ¢ ]

1 kuow tnol there has been severe crilicism, bul I was pul in o vwwy
Ei¥ed

avkward position of having it seid ﬁhﬂ%‘i wonld nod aecept «n

¥

fimg. I cunnol refuse 8w fmerican flag offered by peopls who come a6
American citizens. I have had the Bous of‘“ualy {o come here, who, I
believe, made s demsiion io J\Mwieeilo¢ Thay wade s domwdlon here to
the Bellini room and uuveiled the Pellind fadlet. I have ket 4k

Gibbons GLuk, -wade up of ustholic sxu&eﬂ%a, Lo neve a celebration here,
and the Kmi& g of uaiambms wore with them.

This ip a state invtiiviicn, and vhile I now I have
been pud in 2 very awkward &uul ion I have uo vight to disericinnte
between different 0&5:r‘5?“l3ﬁb in this siale. I save aever been pud
into such o quandury telfore Lﬂ Wy Anfes it 4% wﬁuaﬂ be jvposeidle fop
me 16 say 0 men whe wre Asericen ¢ltlzens thot I camnol recelve o flag.

As 1o whether the Rlag hms dong vuweorthy things or not
I do mot know. 1hoi %?&3 fxereise seLrecy i thely operaticns is
undoubtedly so, but ihis is the cese with o nuuber of isportent organ~
ivetions, fov exawple, the ¥nights of Coluwbue. 3t is o grave w:@aﬁacn
as to vhether the wain prineiples of democracy, if there ore 10 be
inerisinetions and f@&sur”manmtxems of groups of eitizens, will not he
greatly sivalned. Ly hope is to see if ws eam’% got better fé@aiﬁ? du
ahe minds of our people towards each other.

i essure you thet I sppreciate the spirit in wh;c? 30&
wrote.

Sincerely,

President.

4




OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA

* DIVISION OF EXTENSION
UNIVERSITY, VIRGINIA

September 23, 1926,

Dr. J. &. C. Chandler, President,
Williamsburg, Va.

My dear Dr. Chendler;

I appreciate very much your courteous and
careful reply to my letter of September 18,

I can readily understand that the situation
relative t0 the Klan and the flag is embarrassing. I don't
know that I can say anything that will express my position more
clearly then my former letter. It just happened to be a matter
on which I feel very strongly, and I wished to express to you.
personally and in the interest of the College my feelings about
it.

I certainly appreciate the kind way in which

you received ny expression.

Very sincerely yours,

GHEORGE B. ZZHMER
GBZ:S
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THE NEWS LEADER

RICHMOND, VA.
Every Afternoon Except Sunday.
More Daily Circulation Than Any Other Paper in Virginia.

September 27, 1926,

br. J. A, G. Chandler,
College of Willizam and Mary,
Williamsburg, Virginia.

Dear Dr. Chandler:

We handled the Associated Press summary of yeur speech
to the Ku Kiux Klan. I think you handled the whole thing exceedingly well
and I hope no ill effects to the college are going to result., The only
question is whether people will have sense enough to see the point of
your gpeech,

Fe ithfully yours,

DSE-c



THE HAMPTON

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

- WILLIAM HOWARD TAFT. PRESIDENT ~
FRANCIS G. PEABODY, VICE PRESIDENT
CLARENGE H. KELSEY, VICE PRESIDENT
GEORGE FOSTER PEABODY
CHARLES E. BIGELOW
ARTHUR CURTISS JAMES
WILLIAM JAY SCHIEFFELIN
FRANK W. DARLING
SAMUEL C. MITCHELL
W. CAMERON FORBES
ALEXANDER B. TROWBRIDGE
CHESTER B, EMERSON
JAMES E. GREGG
ROBERT R. MOTON
HENRY WILDER FOOTE
HOMER L. FERGUSON
J HENRY SCATTERGOOD

President Chandler
College of William & lMary
Williamsburg, Virginia

My dear Dr. Chandler:

NORMAL AND AGRICULTURAL INSTITUTE

HAMPTON, VIRGINIA

JAMES E. GREGG, PRINCIPAL
GEORGE P, PHENIX. VICE PRINCIPAL
FRANK K. ROGERS, TREASURER
WILLIAM H. SCOVILLE, SECRETARY

OFFICE OF THE VICE PRINCIPAL

Séptember 28, 1926

Congratulations on your Xu Klux Klan

I fedred that the generosity of the Klan

had put you in an embarragsing dilemma. Had you

refused their offer you would have been cpen to the

charge of intolerance of the intolerant. Accepting

it might appear like sympathy with the intolerant.

You handled the situation admirably. I wished that

the Klan could have kept its unclean hands off the

college, but I believe that you have done something

which will be remembered by future generations with

great satisfaction.

GPP/D

Very sincerely y

I congratulate you.

vV v

C. N vURUUNY QR o fi zjva\ '/
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THE NEWS LEADER

RICHMOND, VA.
Every Afternocn Except Sunday.
More Daily Circulation Than Any Other Paper in Virginia.

Octocber b, 1926.

Dr. J. A, C, Chandler,
College of William and Mary,
Williamsburg, Virginia,

Dear Dr. Chandler:

Confidentially, I think it would be well for you,
when next you are in Richmond, to have a talk with Mr. Bryan about
the Ku Klux episode at William and Mary. He was distressed beyond
worde at what had happened and he wes almost ready to send in his
resignation as a member of the board. Perhaps you can clear up things
somewhat if you talk with him. I have been grieved to see the re-
action that has followed this affair.

Feithfully yours,

A8 Meao—

DEF=-c



Oc¢ichor 5, 1uZ6.

W, Floyd serl,
1303 mumrket Sireet,
gxlmaa&&uag Leloware .

My dear ‘Berl:

I have your letter of deptewber 30&h, ma
tne ardsdd o owbich vouw wrote me.

£y

k2 %mnm‘vwn‘ﬁa waow that in sceepting 2 fleg
§yw% dhe Kuv Xiuwx ¥lan L was grestly worried boosuse ¥
e that the Llan m;% ; flar organizetion. 1 hod
never falt that I eould Afterininate @@smc@ﬁ the Rise and
other orpsnizations, sud 1 kuew thet 1 Fifiraly for
religices Sreedom, religious 1$u@xmy, and m%ﬂer things,
gnd i owas a very hard srovles pud we to wme indeed.

4

v o W8 T gy ’
wade 8o that 3

o the
e b
: gm sy Law,
aolf A -kl

A

B ?ﬁw X wag, wavar, in & position
execiiy o thought; snd this I heve paid i& “%@ uwﬁfa
witich I am enelosing. '

o

-

‘ I kmew tnnt 1 was golng to recelve consider-
abic criticism, bub $ér we to be the judge amd to say who
wos rasily smerican wme abgolutely ou % of the guesiion.

;@ you wagw, L heve het the Soms of Italy to come beve, sud
the Ealghis of Solumbus have been wex@ in gonnechlion with
the Cibbous Glub. lNone of ithewm hove ever been offensive to
50, and the Klan came wnsmeked and in a @igaﬁfiaﬁ waY -

o

’

It was very goot of you to wrilts we as you i

2

.

d
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Thers appsared in the Richmond Times-mgpa.teh of September: 27th
a report that the Xlan had presented a flag and flagpols to William snd
Mary Gollege on the Sunday aftermoon before, and had -~ five thonsand strong =
held a powwow there on the campus in which President Chandler participated,
treating Grand Wizard Evans, who made the presentation a&drass, with grea,t
cansideration,- the Grand Wizard usmg the occasion for Klan pmpaganda “The
President is reparted to have followed with a speech which in a.very subile.
way gave the Xlanm his official mgocnition and: angmval. This ‘is the first
time that I have heard of for years that any man of promimce has given the
Klan such racognitien. HMeny people will wonder what has come over us that
the President of William and Mary should feel that he mnst b align ] himsalf with
~this crganizatian. ,

I have just recenily retumsa from ﬁ!orfolk, where & band of masked
and robed men had carried away a Catholic priest, under cover of night and at
the ;point of pistols, and after subjecting him to grsat indignities had’ throm
him down on the roadside. - Thers seemed to be little doubt that this had been
done by the Jocal Klan. It has been frequently c‘bsermd that fallawj.txg crimes
committed by masked and robed bands in different parts of the country Klan
leaders would appesr immediately in the same neighborhood and eitheripresent a
pocketbook to a preacher with full publicity, or present somebody with a flag.
So frequently has this cccurrsd that it has appeared %0 some of us to be one of
their methods of diverting the attention of the public from these outragsous
crimeg that have s6 often baen associated with the Xlem and have bama suda
clear evidence of having originatea with K}.a.nsmeu.

1 saw no account of any reference, either by Wizard Evaas or Prosi-
dent Chmdler, to the crime that had been committed in Norfolk. This meeting
at willism and Wary seems t0 have been a splendid way of divertiag the atten-
tion of the Norfolk commity from that erime, and :lt ig gossi’ola $0 conceive .
that the meeting was set up for that purpose. This makes &l) the more disap-

v on in by the President, of William and Mary, vhich,
becanse of its historical @iﬁcanca, is much more tham Virginia's college.,
Thers have been nwm ‘the case of the abduction of the priest in Norfolk,
and, so far as I have heard, no y protests. from. anyhody. in Virginia against the
alignment of the President of William and Mary with the Kian. Both of these
matters are keen diaappomtmnts to the friends of decency all over the country.

I wondsr if anything could be done to correct the imprassion which
these related incidents have created.

Very sincerely,
Will W. Alexander



504 Atlantic Life Building
Richmond, Virginia
October 11, 1926
President J. A. C. Chandler
The College of William- and.mary,
Williamsbung, Virginig
¥y dear Dr, Chandler.-‘
| I wes surprised and disappointed to see
the College of Wiliiam and Mery associated with the Xu Klux
Klan in conhe;tion»with the presentation of a flag, Whatever
its elaims, the effeet of the K.X.K. has been to intensify
class and raée feelings. Its methods seem to me so totally
foreign to the traditions of law and Jjust government that are
agssociated with William and Maery that I cannot see the reason
for this incident. What you mey have said will be forgotten,
but the thing that will be remembered is that the College has
lent itself as a background of respectabiliby for the propaga-
tion of the K.K.K.

' ‘Everyone who has spoken of the ineident to
me has mentioned it ‘with sincere regret, and I am writing to
you frankly as an alumnus, and well-wisher, because I have the
welfare of the college at heart and because I am deeply con-
seious of the maﬁy splendid achievements of your administration.

| - With kind regards,

Sincerely yours;:

ficteonRasis
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#ith kindest reogards, I sm

*ﬁhc&r,wy yours,

Pregident,




Hr. Thomas Kearneyg ‘ I e R ' L e
Union Club, - ' e : S o R

~ Fifth Avenuwe and Fif%g»first »tres%, ,

.-New York Gity,.

Ity e bew} I believe thet 4f you ang I were to come face to.
~ face you wauia Lind that we @za not . dLIAL? BO. aagh 1£tar wlla

“of @aleraﬁﬂ@ and moder&tiwn ang %emp@rane® can be secured« o oL

’My dear %r, Kearney,

s

A .\ ‘ " Oetober 18, ;926.'

b4 . -~

: I wiah ) aaknowiedge recemp% of your le ﬁ@r af
wcwobar 4thy and o say thet I em gleéd that you are ﬁol@rant a8,

hy greai Gesire is 49 emuaaa@ tne/gauth of éh&s : o }< Aff* )

. { col&eg@ thraugh our ﬁchoo& of GQV@rament in <he fundamental

prmnmzples witich X 80 constiaatliy advocau@, 50 that 2 read apmrazW'e

1 wish that everybody cauld read 3efferson*

ﬂ‘sta%ute af religmans liberty, possed by the Vzrgania Assenbly
. in 1785, which stat&%a declarestnat ocur eivil _rights have B
;  ’\gdependenca on our religious opinions, that, tharﬁfeseg bhes
- pregeribing of any citizen as unworthy of public camxiﬁeaee by
- claying upen him an mmeapaczty of being Gﬁal@(\@@ ofLicaa of

~trust and ewolument uniess ne ;roiesses or renounces.this or

Awall nen ahQUld ba free 1o ;p@fegg ané by argawemﬁ to mﬁxn@amm : »
their opinivhis in wéiters of veligion, end thet the sams in no =
wise G&uzn&&h, enlarge, or affect their eivil capacztiaa.” e o

- that. religious opinion. is depriving him injuriouely ef those
 privileges aud advantages {0 which, in cowmon with his fellow *
"ciﬁiz@nsg he has e patural rzghﬁ. Th@ Act proeeeaa to say that

It is very hara to get ‘our peapla to thank this S

| way. However, wé hold to these facts-as fundementel, and we . 0 - . S
:;ﬁ trying to tea@h them end o get: our paopla ﬁa araetiwa ' o
tem,

R ”With,kind’regarqﬁ; ; ém

Sincerely,

President.



DR. AMOS R. KOONTZ ) CONSULTATION HOURS 9@ TO 10
1014 SaAINT PAUL STREET . . AND BY APPOINTMENT

BALTIMORE, MD,

Jctober 2151926

Dr.J.A.C.Chandler, President,
College of William and HMary,
Williamsburg, Va.

Dear Docctor Chandler: -

The recent Xu Klux Xlan flag-
pole incident at the College caused much conm-
ment in Baltimere. I am inclosing two c¢lippings
from The Evening Sun, which you may already
have seen, but in case you haven't, I am sure
you will be interested in them.

i
|
|

YTours very truly,

KK F‘ﬁ“ﬁ"’*//{’% B

&
3



Officers

Chairman of the Board
Wallace Buttrick

Praident
Wicklife Rose

Studies and Medical Education
Abraham Flexner, Director

Collﬁe and University Education

Thorl elscn Director

. Sage, Assistant Director

General Education Board

FOUNDED BY JOHN D, ROCKEFELLER 1902

. Members

Frederick T. Gates
John D. Rockefeller, Jr.
Albert: Shaw

Wallace Butlnc]:
Edwin A. Alderman
Harry Pratt Judson

icklife Rose
Jetome D. Greene
Aunson Phelps Stokes
Abrahan

George E, Vincent

P"H}f Scbool Education

S
ecrclar{v. Briedey

r
Ernest A, Buttrick

chman, Director JACKSON DAVIs, GENERAL FIELD AGENT James H, Dillard

603 ATLANTIC LIFE BUILDING
James R, A

Raymond B. 8l-suo.'.dlck

OOtobe.r 82’ 1926 Owen D. Young

RICHMOND, VA,

President J. A, C, Chandler,

The College of William and Wary,
Williamsburg, Virginia A

¥y dear Chandler:-

Your letter of the 12th was forwarded
to me in Atlanta; and I appreciate what you tell me gsbout
the incident. I know you faced a difficult situation, and
I wigh, as Dr, Phenix says, "that the unclean hands of the
Klan might have been kept off the College." Yowfaddress
was excellent, and let us hope that the Klan may take it
to heart, but I cannot be too optimistie about that.

I am taking the liberty of sending your
éﬁdress to Dr, Anson Phelps-Stokes, who wrote to me, ex-
pressing regret at the incident.

I am sorry I missed you when you called
and hope to see you‘before long.
| With all good wishes,

Cordially yours,
d%;%&$v¢52§aAri4
* 4ng’ﬂ£ ﬂdktwb¢4-«'vuﬂ(7¢ru¢~féﬁt>~
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Lynchburg Ya Sept 28/26
Dr J.A.C.Chandler;- ”

President William and Mary College;=-

- Dear Dr Chandler;=-

The enclosed is clipped from first page, first column of Sen.
Carter Glass'! paper“The Lynchburg News" and is theonly account of the
interesting ceremonies of yesterdat at W & I
The unfairness and falseness of this article neéd not be
coﬁmented on. It does injustice to the Klan and to you and to the Col;egeo
It distorts an occasion to many thousands of people interested in the college
and in the Klan. When prejudice ,which the News so vehemently decries,
leads papers to such conduct it sounds a low dépth indeed. |
Do not think from this that our pédfe as a whole pay a greatd
deal of attention to the News- it is too rancouxous and frequently unfair
to carry much weight now since aAddison died o
But we wish a protest could come from your College against such a
distortion of the truth concerning a very significant and interesting afe
fair as yesterday.

¥Ro This letter is strictly confidentail except that you can use

the information conveyed in any manner you please- for obvious reasons

names and the letter itself must be confindmtial.

Yours &e
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from the T Bluox Elan of ‘vivginls., fn nis aseeptance speech he

reforred to the Elan's loyalty to the comstls
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Times®. You have cortslinly got mmt of what seoned
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Cordlally YOUPE,



