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Dhiladelphia, February Ath, 1806.
PROPAGATION OF THE GOSPEL.

> + D | CE——

To all who love the prosperity of Zion, and are disposed to aid in propagating the Gospel
among the Heathen.

THE subscriber lately returned froma voyage to the East-Indies, touched in Europe,
and was in London in August last, wherehe received from the Baptist Missionary Society in En-
gland for propagating the Gospel among the heathen, one thousand guineas; to be sent in the spring
to the Missionaries in Bengal, for the purpose of printing the sacred Scriptures in one of the lan-
guages of that country. There are seven languages that the Missionarics there aim to translate and
publish the Scriptures in. They have made such progress in_three of them that it is expected
that the above sum will enable them to complete the work.—The money is now in the hands of
RoserT Rarston, Esquire, of Philadelphia, who will forward it in due time.  Should any in-
dividual, society, or congregation of people in the United States of America, be disposed to con-
tribute to this good work, Myr. Ralston will gladly receive whatever may be sent to him for that
purpose, and add to it the above sum, to be forwarded to the Missionaries at Serampore near
Calcutta. (Signed) Benjamin WickEs, Sen.

Philadelphia, Nov. 4, 1805.

o m—

WE whose names are underwritten, Ministers of the Gospel in the city of Philadelphia,
do hereby certify that we are fully ascertained that the statement made by Capt. Wickes, in the
foregoing advertisement, is perfectly correct. We also take the liberty respectfuily to recommend
to the pious and the liberal of all denominations of Christians, in the United States, an attention
to the important objects which this advertisement holds up to their view. Nothing, it appears to
us, can be more interesting to a truly benevolentmind. The design contemplated, is not to dis-
seminate the favourite tenets of any particular sect of Christians. It is to print and propagate,
among a race of heathen who are sunk and degraded by the vilest and cruelest system of super-
stition and idolatry, the pure word of eternal life contained in the holy Seriptures, without any
gloss or comment whatsoever. I£ this can be extensively effected, the happiest consequences may
be expected to follow; since the natives of India, unlike most other pagans, are many of them
able toread, and still more of them are disposed earnestly to listen to what the Bible contains. Even
the amelioration of their condition in this life, by a knowledge and belief of the Scripturcs,
would be an event calculated to produce a lively joy, in every mind influenced by humanity : For
their horrible superstition subjects them unceasingly to the most dreadiul torments, and annually
deprives a large number even of life itself:—But in addition to this, how interesting must be the
thought to every truly pious mind, that many of these miserable creatures, by having a Bible in
their hands, may not only better their worldly condition, but become truly converted unto God,
and through the merits of the Saviour, be raised to efernal happiness and glory. Among the ma-
ny objects which we know are now soliciting the patronage of the pious and the liberal, through-
out our country, we cannot but think, that this deserves a marked attention. Nor can we forbear
toadd, that we have good reason to believe, that donations from the inhabitants of the United
States, for the promotion of the design which has here been specified, would greatly animate and
encourage the worthy men who are engaged in the translation of the Seriptures, by giving them a
striking proof that their arduous work inferésts the feelings, and is ‘accompanied by the good
wishes of Christians, in evéry région to which the knowledge of it has extended.

Some other important considerations, which it is hoped will as much encourage the libe-
rality of the publi¢, as they animate the hopes-and labours of the Missionaries in India, ought to
be briefly stated. At Serampore, the immediate seat of the Mission, there are a type foundery




and printing presses, together with a valuable library, consisting chiefly of books containing the
various copies and readings of the Scriptures, with whatever can materially facilitate the labours
of a translator. Learned natives can he procured to assist in the work ; and the local situation of
the mission is such as will render its distribution throughout India casy and immediate.—The
Missionaries themselves, (among whom is the laborious, learned, and pious Mg. C AREY, Pro-
fessor of Oriental languages, in the coliege of Fort William, at Calcutta) have been so long en.
gaged in studying language, and in translating, that the employment has become in a good de-
gree habitual. :

Seven languages are spoken in India: the Ootlcul, which prevails among four millions of
the inhabitants; the Telinga and Kurnata, each spoken by about seven millions ; the Maharatta
used by eight millions five hundred thousand ; the Zamul, by upwards of nine millions ; the
Hindostanee, by at least forty-five millions ; and the Bengalee, in which the translation is already
completed, by a number of the inhabitants nearly equaliing the population of the United States
of America. The total of the benighted Idolaters of India, equals about the one eighth of the
whole race of men now dwelling on our globe.  How animating the prospect, - that the Holy Bi-
ble, by the efforts of pious Christians in Europe and America, is likely soon to circulate among
these millions of wretched people, by whom absurd and njurious Veda’s and Shasters are now
pronounced divine,

AsuBEL GREEN, Senior pastor of'the 2d Preshyterian Church.

J. HExry C. H ELMUTH, Pastor of the German Lutheran Church.

Wirriam Rocers, Professor of English and belles lettres in theuntversity of Pennsylvania.

Jou~ Hey, Pastor of the Independent Church.

JosEru Prrymork, Rector of the Episcopal Church of St, Paul’s,

James Gray, Pastor of the Secotch Presbyterian Chureh,.

GEeorcE Porrs, Pastor of the Ath Presbyterian Church.

WirLian Write, Pastor of the 2d Baptist Church,

JoserH Suaw, Pastor-elect of the Associate Congregation.

SamuerL HELFENSTET N, Pastor of the German Reformed Chureh,

Jacos J.JanEway, Co-pastor of the 2d Presbyterian Church.

WiLLiam CoLsert, Minister of 'the Methodist Lpiscopal Church of St. George.

WiLLiam Staven TON, Minister of the 1st Baptist Church,

*%* 1T is respectfully suggested, that as the season for the departure of the Calcutta
ships is fast approaching, whatever is done to promote the design which has been specified above,
must be done without delay : and it is requested, that the donations or collections which shall be
made throughout the Union, may be forwarded to any of the under-mentioned gentlemen, who
will remit them to Mr. Rarstoy.

The Rev. Dr. Rodgers, the Rev. My. IV, illiams, New-York.,

The Rev. Dr. Stillman, the Rev. Dr. Lickley, Boston.

The Rev. Joseph Buckminster, Portsmouth, . u.

The Rev. Dr. Dwight, New-Haven.

My, Gauladet, Hartford, Conn.

The Rev. Dr. M+ Whorter, Newark, . T

The Rev. My, Clark, New-Brunswick.

The Rev. My, Ingles, the Rev, Mr. Richards, Baltimore,

Joseplh Nourse, Lsg. Register of the U. S, Washington,

The Rev. Dr. Mur, Alexandria.

The Rev. My, Grigsby, Norfolk.

The Rev. Dr. Furman, the Rev. Dr. Keith, Charleston.

The Rev. Mr. Clarkson, the Rev. My Clay, the Rev. My, Zoleombe, Savannah,

N, B, 7THE Printers of News-papers who shall insert the above, will have the satisfaction to re-

Slect, that they have lent their aid to promote the cause of picty and benevolence.

W, W. WOQDWARD, printer,
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