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 Associate SID/WBB Contact . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rob Turner (Tennessee, 2003)
 Offi  ce Phone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (757) 221-3370
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 E-mail  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . kasear@wm.edu
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The 2007-08 season marks the 37th season in William and Mary 
Hall, home of the Tribe basketball, volleyball and gymnastics teams, 
and all Tribe athletics department offi  ces. On the concourse and lower 
levels of the building are coaching and staff  offi  ces housing the Wil-
liam and Mary athletics department. The broad-based program off ers 
23 intercollegiate varsity sports to the College’s undergraduates. 
 Total capacity of the arena is about 8,600 for basketball (the 
third-largest in the 12-team Colonial Athletic Association), but by us-
ing bleachers in the open end and chairs on the fl oor, capacity can 
be expanded to 11,300 for convocations, concerts or theater-in-the-
round. The building features a medical suite, seminar room, a gym-
nastics workout area and another room for other sports usages. The 
facility houses 12 locker rooms with adjoining showers. In addition, 
there is the newly expanded Joseph P. Montgomery Strength and 
Conditioning Center, which has a variety of strength training equip-
ment.
      Completed in 17 months by the Southeastern Construction Com-
pany of Charlotte, N.C., the Hall opened just in time for the inaugu-
ral game between the Tribe men’s team and the University of North 
Carolina Tar Heels in 1970. Financed by state revenue bonds, the total 

cost of the structure was $5.3 million.  In the summer of 2005, 
the Hall received a $750,000 renovation upgrade that included 
a wall-to-wall, 16,900-square foot permanent wood fl oor, large 
enough for two full basketball courts when the arena’s bleachers 
are retracted. 
 The fl oor was manufactured by Connor Sports Flooring Cor-
poration- the same company that constructed the fl oor at Clem-
son University’s Littlejohn Coliseum. The general contractor for 
the project was Recreation Plus of Hopewell, Va.
 In addition to the wood fl oor, a durable, multi-purpose rub-
ber sports fl oor was installed at the open end of the arena, to 
accommodate indoor track and other multi-purpose activities. 
 Some of the proudest moments in Tribe basketball featured 
John Lowenhaupt (No. 42), Keith Cieplicki (No. 14) and Chet Gier-
mak (No. 32) having their jersey numbers retired.  In 1990, Jeff  
Cohen’s jersey (No. 52) was retired posthumously.  In 1993, Bill 
Chambers (No. 32) was also recognized as a W&M all-time great, 
and in 2002, Lynn Norenberg-Barry became the fi rst female ath-
lete to have her jersey (No. 22) retired. Banners signifying those 
great memories hang in Kaplan Arena today. 

  Other sporting events held at the Hall have 
included the Harlem Globetrotters and the Roller 

Derby.  Fans in the Williamsburg area have seen 
auto shows, dog shows, Prince Charles, Glenn 

Close, a Billy Graham crusade, Bruce Hornsby, 
Bette Midler, Billy Joel, speeches by presi-
dential candidates Jimmy Carter and Ger-
ald Ford, the Shakespeare Players, a three-
ring circus, and even a Howdy Doody 
show.   
        The fi rst concert held was Sly and the 
Family Stone in 1971. The largest crowd 
for a concert was 13,514 for the Police in 

February 1982.  Other performers in the 
Hall included R.E.M., Sting, the Grateful 

Dead, Bruce Hornsby, Neil Young, Concrete 
Blonde, The Beach Boys, Chicago, Stone Temple 

Pilots, Cake and many more.   

Kaplan Arena at

William & Mary  Hall

KAPLAN ARENA


