jﬁé%%$ﬁ 115 Chestnut Avenue
%\ Takoma Fark, Marvliand
€\1 ﬁ}/ August 18, 1335
X e W
“Dr. B, G. SMem §
Library of Congress
Hashington, D.Ce.
Dear Dr. Swem: ' ' : _\1\

S

In pﬁblishing some oFf the military records of Philip
Lightfoot it seemed to me advisable ‘to give as a foreword the
Little sketch which I very hastily oput together Thursdav.

Naturallv it should be knovn how the vapers came to be in
mwy possession; therzfore the sketch is to shov briefly thelr "line
of descent: Ma jor Philip, his greatnevchew and helr Edward Light-
foct, Edwardfs son John T, Lightfoot, John's widow, and his sis-
ter who gave bthem to me.

I ale thought it was ébout time for Hajor Philip to have
é press agent! This weelt T hope to get more light on him and his
father from the Orange and Culpeper records.

If wou wish to give the personal letters a more caveful
examina Lion T shall be glad to brlng them in vheh‘I return; or if
at anyw othar Linme wew ceme Lo Jashington and wéant te ses the raw
pers T shall be glad to have you do so. Tt is only falr that you
shonld have ample fTime To examine them,carefully}

“ilth Geep avor:mciation of wour kind-

ness, 1 am very sinuorelv

i Aanny =




THE HILITARY RECORDS
OF MAJOR PHILIF LIGHTFOOT
compiled from his original papers

by Virginia Dorsey Lightfoot

Fhilip Lightfoot, attorney at law,
member of the bar of Culpeper, Va. had béen commissioned a lieutenant % 7
in the va. Militia in I794. His commissiomAsignéd by Gov. Henry Lee is
still extant as is-aldo his commission as captain in the U, Se Army, - 2
dated Jan. I0, I799.
It was during his captaincy that mosb
of hig military records were written, though there remain many personal
letters addressed to him es lajor and one record inscribed "Major Light-
foott's letter giving Military Orders, I8T4", addressed to "Major Philip - 3
Lightﬁéot, Gulpeper Ce. Ho" (Court House) |
; ' According to the records of the War
Depte Fhilip Lightfoot was honorably discherged from the army in I800.
Later he feceived a commission irom the Gove. of Va. which he did not ac=—
cept, according to a tattered dral® of his replyy as follows;- L ﬁ/
”Messérs. Vs tWirt, Alexander Stuart, Jn. Clarke and D. Carr
Gentlemen B
The last post brought me yours of the IOth Instant.
enciosing ...;....... from the Governor of Virginia, arpointing me
esvsccsossscill & Cofps cf Voiunteers intendedecosssssse raigsed in this
tote. I am very much attached to military life and in the event of 2
ghts

Yar T should ceee. among +he first to defend'my Counbry's ri

-
/



(and svenge) her wrongs.
T thank you for the honor conlerred upon
me, but having commended a Company in the Army of the United States
woeovascssccvsscasasscsseessssssscssssedal an early peroid of my life

snd holding a command Superior to that now offered me in the Militia,

' shallrdecline accepbance of it; long since having determined never to
serve again as an officer. The commlssion sent me 1is herevilth enclosed.

| I have the honor to be
Gentlemen, yre. obte servie.
| Po Lightfoot,."

Vo doubt the offer of a commission of
highef pank caused him to reconsider his decision and to serve again
as an officer. There remains only a smell fragment of this last commisg-
sion. The printed words afe Meesvsneses you will notify your accepi=
ance by an oendorsed...... immediately proceed to recnuiting.,.,.; ime-
nediately to announce to us .and TO FOUrecoos s
«eso highest respect

| your feilow—citizens
(signed) Wm. Wird
‘ Alexr. Stuart
(addressed +0) : Jn. Clarke
Philip Lightfoot, Esqe De Carne "
| | The fragment of the inside page shows in
William Wirt's handwriting:- |
f veesoosassee in Virginia sesse.s to deliver any cbjection(?) sees

the British foob-nold ON sece oees t00 small ose.. fOr a War of any

d‘llratic}n ..G.DG.‘O"'...OI....._.O...I‘0.0D‘O..Q.C.......I'..

trecruit no man of debauched habits of any kinde.e...... bub none especial-

€1y .... habits of drinking or gambling and no man above 40.'

1
To!

Let me Xnow your determination as soon as DO; ;
. ;‘f ol

o



William Wirt, Attorney General of the U.

Se, essayist and author of the Life_ of Thomasa Jeffergon, was a personal

friend of Fhilip Lightfoobt's. & complete letter of his is extant, dated
Richmond,'July 5, IB09, After asking rhillp to attend to & suit for him
in Culpeper he wrote,-”How are you coming on in the finencial world?
I hope that Fortune has at least taken off her bandage in relation to
you, and seen and doné Justice to your merits. Heaven bless you--~ Let
me hear from you. Yr. frd; Vime Wirte" < &
There femains (I9I4) & small brick

building on Philip'Lightfoot's lMedison Co. estate which, according to
tradition, was used by Wm. Wirt as a law offiée when he began the pracw
tice of law in Vae and when he was & freguent guest in ¥Fhilip Lightf60t13
home. st office was near the ¢ld mansion whlch is desecribed by Reve

Phll&p Slaughter in his Meméir of Col. Joshue Frv as "a house hoary with

g century!s mosses and having in it an historical room dedicated to the
muges of music and the dance, in which William Wirt in his youth played
his pranké and wrote his comedies." | |
On the fragment of the last commission

accepted by Philip nghtfoot the date and the rank are missing but recovrds
in the War Dept. show that he was Major and Aide de Cafip Lo Major Genererol
Williams, Ist Division, Va. Militila, War of I8I2. His subsistance account
shows that he also received ﬁay fdr his private servant and for "itravel-~
ing IOO:miles from Camp Carter to Culpeper Couﬁthbuse, my residencelt

Fhilip Lightfoot's legal training fitbed
him to serve as Judge Advocate in the Army as i3 shown by his original
records of Courts Martial and by a fragment of a draft of his letter to
Congress, as follows;- | |

"To the Honorabless..... The Speaker and Gentlemen of the Z- Z



:We'can plcture the clegance of their regalia when e read that Ph111p's

g3onic apron was of sabin. with "genteel trimmings"l This was- procured
‘or him by Phile:Re Thompson - whoge letter from: Richmond states that he .

. Note-- The date 1794 for the foundation of the LodRje was copied from

.Will get . "the genteelest trimmings I possibly can. R e ,_lLéj_53 

__-_—-.-—_ -_.-"-m...---—-u-—m—nmn——uu———nmmn-—m———__--..-.-....m_-.————.....--..u_--»»————

TT*;‘fGreen's Notes on Culpeper GO but- that must be a m spr;nt because this-‘Vﬂj“’
o 1etter about the masonic apron is dated 1795.,7-. SEEE - R



House of.Represehtatives of the United States
Your memorialist late Captain of the Sth Regimentecssscaos-

ssssssecsacsnsersncscscsssssasosvsssssescsArmy of the United States, honb y
sheweth that he acted as Judge Advocate by the orders of lMajor General
Cherles Cotesworbh Pinkney to that pert of his Division stationed at
Harper's Ferry from the I4th day of December I799 until the disbanding
of the Army which happened on the I4th day:of June IS00, except when
your memorialist was a few days on command in the City of Richmond
eeccavsresssas Will appesr Dy the e.e (torn off)

(Other side)

"Compensation for his service he believes will be”;eadily conceded.
Your memorialist has not only cischarged the duty of Jugdge Advocate,
but attended also to his command in the line, the law regulating the
Nilitarj estbablishment of the U. S. not fequiring the appointment of
such an officer, which he presumes was omitted in consequence of the
more important subject."

Tolgo back to the year I1794-~- on Dec,

9th & charter was lssued by the Grand Lodge of The Masoﬁs of Va., for th
- formation of Pairfax Lodge at Fairfax( the original nsme of Culpeper)
It was signed by the Chief Justice of the Uese 3o ~~ John Marshall and
© among the officers of the new Lodge .Philiﬁ?Lightfoot was Viarden.

He 1is pictured in Green's (Genealoglicgl and Historical Nobes on Culpepet

Coey Vae thus;- "Major P. Lightfoot is well known to many of you---
an old bachelor whose white cravat and .linen bosom were always spob-
less-~ the only man ever known who could walk from his residence %o the
Court House withouﬁ getting a stain on his shining shoes.”

| Fhillp Lightfoot bought for his counbtry
estate a beautiful old home on the Robinson River which was built ébout

1766 by Rev. Henry Fry on & plantation of nearly 4,000 acres which h%?



since been divided into several farms., This land when pa@enﬁed to
Joshua Fry, Rev, Henry Fry's father,owas in Spotsyixania Cq. In I734
Orange (0. was formed from Spotssylvaenia, in I748 Culpeper (o. was from--
ed from Orange and in I792 Madison Co. was formed from Culpeper. The o
0ld mansion which measﬁres 67 feekt across the front, with massive col-
wms as large as those of the Arlington Mansion, ls still in Madison oo
Rev. Henry ﬁry‘s daughter Martha married
@Goodrich Lightfoot, elder brother of Major Philip (Slaughter's Memoir

of Col, Joshua Fryessesssss..2nd Autobiogrephy of his son Rev. Henry

Fry} It was from his brother Goodrich and family'that Fhilip bought~
this old home (Get date of deed) |
Philip is buried in Saint Stephen'!s Church-

vard, Culpeper, Va. His gravestone is thus inscribed;-

"Ma jor Philip Lightfoot

died April I7th, 1855
in the 8Ist year of his Age.
An honest man is the noblest work of God."

After his Geath many of his papers were put
in 2 trunk and sbored in the cellar of his Madison Coe. estate. Years
passed and finally the trunk crumbled to pieces, then John Turner Light-
foot, great-greatnephew of Major Fhilip and owner of the old.Fry-Lightw
foot home, put the papers in o large canvas sack and they remained in -
the*cgllar many years more.

When the writer and her husband visited
the John Turner Lightfoots about 30 years ago she heard for thé first
time of hUncle Phil;s old papers" and she begged %o see them. Her enthu-
slasm stirred the rest of the fémily and.soon everybody was reading the
bld letters for the first time since lajor Fhilip's deathe

~In these letters tThe writér found the -



proof that Major Philip's father was Capt. @m ;'Lightfoot who éerved in
the Fr. and Ind, Wars and who had become almost lost to Vae genealogy
because Iin his old age he had moved to Kye with most of his ten children
leaving but two sons in Va.-- Goodrich and Philip.

The letbters to Philip from relatives,
friends, legal and business associates contain much of interest of a
day that is passed. After the death of the writerfs beloved cousin,
John Turner Lightfoot, his family sent to her the collection of Philip
fLightfoot's papers and military records; knowing that she, more than
anydne else, would treasure them.

Plans'have been made for the writer to

prepare a series of papers on Captain William Lightfoot and his Descend-

ants, data which has never before been published. All living descendauts
of Capbte Vme. Lightfoot of Orange and Culpeper Counties, Va. who died in
‘Kye In I805, are reguested to commmnicate with the Wfiter-so that no X%
wix line of descent from this worthy veteran of the Fr. and Ind. ifars
shall remain unknowne.

| Philip Lightfoot!s military papers are
.to be published first and it is hoped that the descendants 6f the men
named on his mugter rolls and pay rolis will be interested in their an-

cestors military service.

@Mj,;%@fwo/gf%;%



