in
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o

{ changes began Lo appear
; dnervessing rises in the voad brs
ewdter flatlands, - Decasional tobacem fields pierced the wasdland
tha roady - On Gcwber 264 as they mssecl to the Jeft of Hew

/4 gheady -autum rain began to £4ll; staying with t han vintil:
re well beyond the valley -of  the Pammkey River, ' This ahanga i

her made the mamh by day more: dlsagresible; by nighby with

+ Dry wood became a problem-and in search of it

'senexrs were nob above destroying priva*se pmp&rty. Apparently
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ids were v called backwoodsmen; bebwesn whom and ths o
bitsanﬁs of the lowers parts there existed no aerdiality; and
: enwe halted; théy not only .allewed bub’ sven srigouraged
111 down and meke fires of the i‘enea-rails, _as we ha.ei
ngd o ds whin we: had armsiin our hands s and ‘when & 7
mmplained thay only laughed at him, They did net.

156 £o'det S make'¥res with a biraip £1614,25

.‘efam wonbimuing:on to Winchestér op Fmﬁ """ erick; depanding Mpon
agsigaments, oo Ch i we s by o

+The evening and night of Oectobsr 29 was spent in'a glade one

d one«half miles seutia:bfi the town, Here they received provisions
’:@'ffmong% -the latter for the first time, Despite the.rain; which had

Builanew, meny visited the neighboring farms to purchase powltry
"'ve,g_ef;ables s these: baing a walcam supplement . bo the coarse muffins
aked from the eommissaxfy's aorn meal, 6: On the following morning the

main bos&y af the tmapa mra joined by ’ahe Glauces%er gam'iwn whic:h
had .coms w umer the cmmaand m‘.’ aalonem zfeat. ? ztn the ai'tarmm t}f

i 1y
o ',lasen, Iy 381. 'rhe militiamen of 'bhe .
_r’s comxand, whose terms of enlistment (3 months) had expired, here
t ked their arms: The remainder were instructed to join Lawson's command,
ter from Nelson to:Lawson, October 20, 1781, Official Letters of the
;.G.Q_Y_m'n_____gg_g, 11X, 88; letter from Weedon to Nelson, Octeber 20, 1761, Calendar

Sf Virginia State Paggr s I1, 560,
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| _.tz, ;jeaz; 0 wmp}.aint“duiing 3 e:.ghteam;h and ea¥ly years
‘teenth cenisms ”lmd deser \ptians of the-roads followsd by
' ' Fx*a cois Jean Marquis de: Ehastel}.ux,

7 178 .3;-31 d 2 he

w ._.1.1"_%’
Ly lyfl and 78" ¢
soo 1795, .l%s.i‘é‘.ﬂ

M‘ Virginia ware




{52]

o

S

o

.

I:‘,.;,u_ﬁ,r g af amaquan Creek and to. take. f&ll advamage of the shelter

5y be e m am'iva). it Fairfax o Haus@. ',i“he ’mum saaggeated in

text is assumed after examining the wagon roukes of the period, west
>otomac Path, in consideration of the time that was spent in

ching a.irfm: Caurb ouse,

is fop t;he disn@sa : prism T8 werp aa fbllnws. a:t; Fart Freciarick,
the Hessian regimen%a Bese, 271, and Ppince Hereditaire, h25; all

s £8; British Light Infontry, 5%; Seventeenth Foot, 205; Thirty-
;42253 Severty=first Foot, 242; Eightieth Foob, 588; Tarleton's

Legion, 192, and the Norbh Garolins velum.eara, lllu At Winchester:

_‘ Anspachers;: 94,83 - bhe Ro;

y=third Foob 205 =Forty-mpd 'Faeiz,, 3@7”5&%&1‘&%

s Rengers, 2&5, ~and 33

he, l_atter post
Washingbm T
Hence tha




The troops- 1o :ba doalingd -at: ws.ne!wster tumeé westward tmm

| estimtim's ami that evemng caazg:ed within sight ofithe

lwm moved : up wand: --‘threugh Ashby’s Gap,,B?'

sm.ﬁs wrmnt c:enstanbly threatened to unbalante them, The
3, m mde use of their horses but
ha‘mimala" backs, even this

&s the river free;uenhly closed
did not keep t&ham totally dry. Once
Mher side, the men were immediately on their way, noving }/z;'ap::.dly
E’T‘"]ff ¢hills, 3 8

On Monday evening, ﬁwembw 5, afﬁer 8 sixteen ﬂay Journgy
aring nearly two hundred and forty miles,
chester,

the eolumn f:mally raached
They passed thrngh the i'mm ‘and mur milas beyond ta the
@ of 0ld Fort Frederick, a relict of the Frenéh and Indian Wax-.

ing
'Contine tal mayhap”
] negative H mw . .said she, JI 880 you are

’arpints, one of ould Wallace's ﬁomwallis,ﬁ/ L now, I

8onsy one was at the catching of Johnny Burgoyne, and the othep
‘at that of you3 and ‘next yeay they are both going to cateh ‘Clinton at
New Yorlk; but, you shall be treated kindly, sy mother came fz'em the
ould country e

raham, ed.,, Hemoir of General Graham, 66-67.

g __'3$D.¢eh1a, Tagebuch, 163-161...
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»e

f,winawh;at wag callsd the Few Frederick .Bamekss 9 ‘and within %;he

ockade surrounding, they wers quartered, This was. destined im he‘

n wy e SR S T L Lo

9o Hew Prederick Barvacks had. been built in‘ ﬁhe;aspmg of l’?&@
) uuitps ar bhe. {Xenvemion A
) i «,&lexandar

;za ;;mmﬂ fron the

Ok 1927); 295

1, October 26 3:?81,

69-579;@33.%@1 Ke rs:heaval,
S kL
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of tﬁénfmamj t, W" graupa ‘of *bhe:w aomrades eontinued an at'

LIRS e s

‘ ‘23,-," In additimx, detachments at’ the Twanty~third and th@

gh S ‘Wing,ed.,
Twentx."l‘hird
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. he most Jogical: inland base. 1o which bhe prisonex's :migh%

f,v);;~Fz%&&ari¢ksg._f_'ig, 8 mek“s rarch away axad mrer roads which

Y impassabla, Bespa.te this, %ashixsg%m iasueﬁ

\t,hase eble to march ust be: pmparad w leaw by n@
Havsamber h. At ﬁh@ Bans. ts.m s he wmta to E@chambeau,
; “eraft 4o move the sbreticher pai:mnus .3

ke&piag with the' flrst papt of Washington's plan; ang in -

valesgents on the morning of November 5:° The mumber brought

0 Qe‘w&er 22, Kalazm requested ‘bha Gmmty Lieuﬁenant saf
gter Lo Provide & wilitia' gusrd Por the haspztal. Le‘btex' t‘mm
 the Ceunty Iaieutenant ei‘ i}louce tery ‘

sq map@ of the Seoend Maryland
’ ‘thair being rciar'ad sov bhy

i . 3 Grasse, October 23,
ked "1781 1782 - 17 : ﬂ,aehamheam Pape 8,
Mhrary of Con.gmss, <3 178 (Hereafmr dlted i

scrmpt Divismn, :

i

boaY Papers)

'o;tcml mxmp Van: Gortland‘b uAutobiography of qup Yan Gort-
¥ _?B igadier General in the Gantmantal Army, ¥ ggzine of American
s 1T {May,: 1373), 295-2%.

20 ‘, auber O ¥ Bi the ?eﬁrbh‘ Hew York Re; :iment
‘_-‘2 3 Secdndxew !fork'}te "‘nt;-&'%’&e-i‘?% (Albany, -Yca 1932)—:%37”‘
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von Gloucester was abowt fowr hundred and: Sixty, both Br:%.ta.shand

F@llowing virtually the same rouba braveled by ‘the ol

Igawsan;é Lortlandt get oub:.for. Frederzcksburg ‘on:the. foarth
ing &iaai'sa o the:-eleventh: . Here: the prisonsys wers: mceﬁmad by ar

& arﬂ under. Geneyal Weedean.'? Hashinghon's. iusﬁmc%ims mre

*'_m ramain Bt i;h‘is polab iantdd they had remmm%s& suffi
!s;rejm.n theiz* regimsszas. For some of the prisoners 'bhe:zr stay

baaza 2 brief one &s Doshla reports that the $irst convoy of -

nte arfived'in Winehsster: on Noveuber 20,8 :
ber Lhe  £irst vontingent of iconvaleseents: warched nowbhward to
‘w@awg,-: there s¥ill remained aboud 1300 sick ‘and wounddd at:
r, using buildings needed by the French for winber quarters,
_n!s p}.m far ﬁme men was that thay were Lo be transporbed to
ridge by water«f and from there overland to Predericksburg or
Hol&% A now Tapyahamouk} whore thay might embaﬁc fm* Fradwiamu-

I

%é aoluxan " gi-,;;;spéaf at'wmba;g,vm»a Tavem, How Kent ¢ z:;,ﬂ.,
» Hanover GuH.y. ) Rew Karket, and 5p€;tswoe, Plan@atien. Ibid,, 7635,

tt.er. i’rem Washington to Kelson, Wwen&aar 3 ’ 3.783. Fx.tzpatrick- ad s
: 'ashi’ “"ton XXT ,325-326. .

oA

4781, Pitzpatrick, ed.,
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imuediately realized as there were no émall craft available in which
tsvﬁransport the men, All the American vessels were being efn;piasred'

to move the Gontinental Army up the Chesapeake, The French, (tog,‘ were
faced ‘x»zith a W_shqrtage of shipping, due td\ the embarkabion of St, Simon's
}.tr.e‘éps for the West Indies, As a resuli of these pircumstances bm
-é;ddi?;igngl prisoners left Gloucester bafore Washington's deparbure from
, /;Xar;ctém on Novémber §;;‘Q

I

’,Ehlé raapansibi&it} for remoying the invalids now fell on Thomas

Duris; the American Depuby Comissary of Prisoners, From the mammer in
: whieh he «handied the task, he must have rega'rd@it;i the assignment as a
disagreeable one and one of which he was amoﬁs 0 be rid., Though he
succesded in relieving, to some extent, t;he htmsing shortage which
":~¢Q;ifronted the French; in doing so, he mapaged to create new problems
i‘or both Rochambeau and the Virginia governmen’b. _

On November 6 Durie received an analyzed report showing the

l}’ Fromzit he learned that

Jexact status of the G}.@ugeater- Hospital.
there remained a total of 1387 men, of whom 609 were, considered entirely
too 111 to be moved, This meant that 778 could be evacuated as soon

as transportation became available, and Naléon had promised: boa‘cs.}’z iz
the latier ﬂgrrived;'pramptly the gietac}mgnt of Marylanders would still

be available as escorts,

lQWillwm 8. Baker, Itmerary of General, Washington from June 15, 1775
to Dscember 23, 1783. (Pha.}.adelp’"zia, 1892) s AT.

11Rep6rt of Present State of Sick, and Wounded, belonging to the
General and Regiuental Hospitals, at Gltmcaster, Huvamber 6, 1781, z;:.gned
b}? Alexr Granh, Surgeon and Field Inspactor s in ﬁashingbon Papers,

lzLetter £rom Rochambeau to Nelson, November 6, 1781, Rochanbeau
Papers, p. 181,
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In light of subsequent evenbs Durie must have feared a premizture

‘,»departure of the Gen’amentals or else he decided that the muwbsr of
 pouts sent by Nelson would be insufrieient f£of .his purposes. After .
wai%mg only Shree days; he ordered 350 of the sick men b6 procesd on
fﬁo‘aw Todd!s Bridge, fifty miles away, ‘The arrivél of the boats on the

avemng of these men's deparbure made i possible te emhark 250 mors

“*—famsonex’s on Saturday, November 10, Then, afteér miking aprangemms

; ),{jgr‘.azm additional 160 men to procesd up the York and Mattaponi Rivers

&a November 13, Durie moved his quarters to Williansburg where,

,n‘ Nevember 1h, be reported his activities at G}.ausaster and requested
'the Virginia Government o provide conveyances to transfer the prisoners
k"‘ﬂ‘-‘;:'gmyv'fedd's Bridge to Fredericksburg, An addition; he stated that the
;r;iox;e than 500 invalids who still remained at Gloucester were to be
.gggguxsea by a detachment from Rochambean's army; with the understanding
:'that these prisomers would be removed by the lacal militia as soon as

i’a bacame evident that to do sb would not endanger ‘their li%s.lg
With the above accomplished, the Continental Commissary evidently

sonszdered hig cbllga‘bmns in the Yorkiown area fulfilled, FHis next
repert dated November 17 from near Fredemcksburg, informed the

i : G ernor that 400 af the prisoners hafi already arrived at Todd's Bridge

Withr 'the rest of tho;sfe coming by water. expected at any hour. Unfortunately,

’ | nearly 100 of thoae who had baem ordered %o march had been unable to

eome fart.her than 1~Jllllamsburg. Since 'bhey couid not be provided :for

LB Z:etter from Imrle to £1eutenant Governor Jameson, Hovember 1L,
‘ 1731, Lalendar of Virg;nﬁ.a State Papers, II, 598.
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. there, they received orders to proceed to Hanover Court House and from

theré 4 o) Todd! s Bridge.u" Upon issuing these final instructions B\;rie
 loft Virginia to rejoin Washington's command,’®

- At the time of his departure, the task of removing the remsining
prisoners from the Tidewater area was not only incomplete but had
aétually eritered what was to be its most trying phase for the provincial
authorities. Durie's mishandling of his obligabions was by no means

\ !é‘qmpletely {0 blame for this chaos which arpse primarily frem_the -
ra;llure of the local officials to cooperate fully ﬁth Washington and
ﬁ_elsén.

_ Among the men who departed from Yorktown on October 21, there
}m;re' many who were actuaily unfit to make the march bubt too proud to
sbay behind, On the road some of these soon tired and began to lag.

. Dthers, in their determination fo keep up, retarded the advance of the
¢olum and had to be weeded out by the militia guards. Thus it was

that within the first week of the march about two hundred and forty

: “diaabled prisoners were left in the viecinily of Newcastle and Hanover

X .Town, subject to the supervision of the local autharities.lé‘

The disabled men were to remain in Hanover County until they

could withstand the rigors of the march to Winchester or be transferred

Uppstract of letter from Durie to Nelson, ibid., II; 607.

15Letter from Rochambeau to Nelson, November 21, 1781,
TRochambeau Papers, p. 185.

1éLetter from Colonsl John Syme to Colonel ¥#illiam Davies,
November 4, 1781, Calendsr of Virginis State Papers, II, 577.
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to Fredericksburg: During their stay in the county they were to be’
guarded by the local mnilitia under Colonel John Syme, -Such an arr%?xge—
ment -}‘waulé'f have been a’a;tisfactory«but for the ill-equipped statér of the
militia; On November L; more than a week after the passage of ..»‘
Lawson's column, Colonel Syme reported to Colonel William Davies;
 chairman of the Virginia Board of War, bhat he had been unable to get
- arms aad_;ammﬁition for the guards. Furthermore; that due to the
pc:a@ity of wagons; he had been forced Yo use ox-carts o .transp@ﬁa‘
the invalids a\l? ‘_ | |

Syme's report, stating the inadequaciss of the local militia to
‘¢ope with the burden thrust uwpon them, was a'prelude to the stream of
tomplaints that soon reached Richmond, On Novembey 6, representations
were made in the General Assembly to the effect that the prisoners
éi; large in Hanover County were an annoying factor in that community,
| Some roved about at will while twenty or more, who were too 311 to
 mbve, had established themselves in & barn near Hanover Town where
they remained without guards or adequate érgvﬁ.sima for their haalt-h;ls
On November 15; Fortunatus Crubchfield, a resident of Hanover Town,
reported the presence of 157 British prisoners,in the small Pamunkey
port who were not only unguarded but without ‘@ respons;.ble officer
- of their own, Crutchfleld stated that most of them were able to warch

and that he was ai‘raid many muld easca.;:;e..l9

| 17Ibida; 11" 5'?7.

lgLet*aer fron Gsorge Webb t6 Colonel William Davies s Is}ovenﬁ)er 6;
1781, Ofticial Letters of the Governors, I1L, 95.

19Lett.er from Crutchfield to Syme, November 15, 1781, .Gale.nda.n
of:¥irginia State Papers, II, 601,
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:¥he complaints of the people of Hanover resulted in a renswed -

tﬁgmp‘b by Colonel Davies to provide armed escorts to remove the
ﬁ;g@érs 4o Predericksburg, After learning thab he could expect

tt16 help from the Hanover militia, he turned to the county lieubénants

djacent -counties, The response from them was equally unsatisfactory,

igh ‘the ‘people constantly protested the' presence of the prisoners; -

were reluctant te help rémove them.ZC : Meanwhils the results of

ie fsjhéist;} action were beginning to complicate Davies's problems,
v On Nevember 22, a physician of Hanover Town reported that

G ?renéh of ficers had delivered the stragglers from Williai'ﬂsburg
fo j':’da’ys before at New Castle, Shortly afterwards they proceeded :

giiibver Town S0 that on the twenty-second there were no less than

' ﬁﬁndred unguarded prisoners in the latter town, The doctor!s letter
on “to say that despite their freedom he had heard no complaints

' 21

their behavior in the neighborhood, . His good opinion of the British
'6;5& ‘was not shared by 4ll of the local inhabitants,

- Another detter from Hanover Town; dated November 25, veporied

hat the prisoners were Mdaily committing some wanton destruction

"thy}ej? on public or private property.® The tobel number of men was. |

‘ zolnr'esponse to Davies! request vJoseph Hickman said that most of
h “men of King William County had been in service since Leslie's invasion
~8nd that he felt that they should be excused, bub if they must serve he

would call up fifty men, providing Davies furnished arms and ammmition.
‘HBee abstract of his letter to Davies, ibid., II, 615.

2listter from Doctor G. Wilson to Davies s Novenber 22, 1781,
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given as <13, of whonm seventy-eight were those recently brought up from
Willlamsburg. According to Kirkpatrick, the writer, the prisoners did as |
they pl;eased;' -Specifically ths irate citizen informed Davies that the
troope had broken open a warehouse and removed several barrels of fleur,
that they had burned three empty buildings, and that in search of fire-
woad they had pulled down all the fencing within a half mile of the town as
well as a large part of the pe.ling surrowiding the garﬁens,gz

_While the peopls of Hanevér Town attempbed to resolve their
d@ifficulties, their neighbors ab Ayletts and Todd's Bridge were in an
equally unhappy. state, Howevery; the latter seem to have been more
weeéssi?ul in finding & solubion %o their problems.  Apparently all but
189 of the prisoners which Commissary Durie had ordered brought through
" Todd's Bridge were immsdiately moved £Lrom that point to Fr@derisksburg.g‘g
HMost of them continued under the escort of the Maryland Conbinentals,
Others followed under militis guard from King and Quesn County. On
Hovember 22, Major Bichard Glaiborne, the Sbtate Militla Officer assigned
Lo sgperﬁiiéé “bha operations al Todd's Bridge, was informed that only
about one hundred prisoners then remained at that Mattaponi River base,
The local official charged with their removal reported that his work had
been delayed by the scarcity of wagons and that he objected to any

continued impressment of his neighbors! carts and teams.¥ The writer

22etter from A, Kirkpatrick to Davies, November 25, 1781, ibid., 623.

2bstract of lebter fram Colonel William Lyne to Davies, December 8,
1781, ibid, 645.

| 2hpbstract of letter from Reuben Turmer to Major /Richard] Claiborme,
November 22, 1781, ibid., 618, . :
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mush ‘have had the courage of his convietions; for two weeks later,
on December &, lolonel William Lyne notified Davies that from eighty to
 pinety disabled prisoners sbill remained at Todd's Bridge.>”

The foregoing evenbs @ocirred in the final weeks of Thomas Nelson's
rbefm as Governory, @ peried during:which he was 111 and largely dependent
upon lis lleutenants for ¢ he proper adminis’erétion of the statels
affairs, Though they were adnittedly handicapped by the reluctance of
the populace to cooperabe; ib seems that they might have been mope
sbecessful had they approached the people in a sterner manner, On
December 1j :Benjamin Harrison succeeded Helson and thersafier there
was an lmmediate improvement in the evacuation of She prisoners northward,

Governor Harrison first directed his attention to the problem in
Hanover Gounty, #His letter to the County Lieutenant, dated Decembeyr 11,
charged that the officer's past neglech of his duties merited reprahémian,
since such conduct was “highly injurious to the American causs.and 1o
this State in particular.® Colonel Syme was instructed to order the
immediate coile ct;i?caii and removal of prisondrs to Fredericksburg, E?wonta
the in’ieef c,mmaanding their ascort was to take with bim auy s’wagg;lers
found in the .eduzmisa through vhich be pasaeei:.% The latber order was
undaubwdly predi%%ed upon reports that many of the priscners,; in
order to obtain food, had taken employment with families in the area.

Om escaped prisoner, who -passed through this region in late Hovember,

H

23ppstract of leter from Lyne to Davies, Dgcember 8, 1781,
-i-m’: 61}50

26Let*ser fronm Governor Harrison to the Counlty Lieutenant of Hanover, .
December 11, 1781, Official Letters of the Govermows, III, 109,
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recorded in his Journal that he was presented with mumercus opportunities
%o vemain in the area as a laborer and that he ‘saw above forty Bz*iﬁish
' t;mapé who were working for the inha;bitanm-gz

-On. Decenber "15 Colonel Thomas lesax; a mewber of the State
Counedl, informed the Governor that between £ifty and one hundred British
broops were working in Cax;aliine \Gem%y.?giﬁawism ordered that' county's
militia officers to asseible the prisoners in one group and to. az*raﬁge
for their removal to .Fredﬁrieksburg.a? Ihe response o thess instructions
was prompty’@ and after the beginning of 1782 no further complaints of
ammoysnce by prisoners were reporbed.

At Todd's Bridge, Harrison's attempts to relieve the position of
the prisoner's required more time. Colonel William Lynets letber to
Colonel Davies, on December 8, described many of the, men as #having
the Flux™ and in danger of death due to the Jack of proper shelber and

fwc’r.gl‘ Lyne suggested ‘that they be transported to the hospital at

2Tamb s Journal, 390-391.

~ *Pretter from Lomax to Harrison, December 15, 1781, Calendar
of Virginis Stabe Papers, IL, 659, E ———

2order from Harrison to Davies, n.d., ibid. Harrison's
instructions were written on the back of the letbter cited above, hence
they must have been issued after December 15, ‘

3Oppstracs of letter from Colonel A nthony/ Thornton to Davies,
December 24, 1781, ibid., 669, ‘ |

iectver from Lyne to Davies, December 8, 1781, ibid., 645.
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Hanover ’i’e%m.:B 2 The Governor must have ‘decided againsh Lyne's suggestion
since -the ‘invalids %ﬁsm still at Todd's Bridge on January ’?.3-3 Howaver,
during that weok Harrison ordered wegons to carry bhem e Frederickeburg,
and by January 9 thé prisoners were enroute there 3o ‘With this opération
underwdy, the only British troops whé remainéd ab large above Williams—
burg were a smll sumber employed on scatbered farms. They wead une
molested until May of 1782; whén in response to a Gongressional resolution,
Harrison ordered them tollected and sent to join their regimsnts in con-
Pinewent .36'

The activities described above were not tdo unlike those which
transpired at Gloucester during the same periody though the latter were
more localised., At the time of Commlssary Durie's depariure in Hovember,
178), more than five hundred!British end Uerman invalids remained ab
Gloucester under the supervision of the French., The prisoners were nob
adequately supplied with provisions 53?- and Rochambesu, distressed pver their

*

_ anover Town was ravaged by Cornwallis! troops during the susmer
of 178l. Later, during the siege of Yorktown, Bribish prisoners were
temporarily quartered there, Following the capitulation some of the
Hown's bulldings served as a. hospital station for wounded milibismen and
disabled priscners,

33spstract of lebter from Bezajaizsﬁ.n‘ G:'zréen, Acting Deputy Quarter-

master, to Harrison, Janudry 7, 1782, ibid.,. Iil, 9.
 Blyetier from Harrison to the County Lieuténants of King William

and King and Queen Gounties, January 8, 1782, Official Letters of the
Governors, I1I, 122-123., = | R B

3 .5A153‘£rac“£; of letter from léajér Claiborne to Hé.rriéon, January 9,
1782, Calendar of Virginia State Papers, III, 12, |

36104ter from Harrison to the Speaker of the House of Delegates,
May 6, 1782, Official Ietters of the Govemors, IIX » 219,

37Le1:ter from Rochambeau to Kelson, Neovember 21, 1781, Rochambeau
Papers, p. 185,
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cii*cﬁiﬁst&nbesg attempted to .evacuate then to Fredericksburg, On November

o1 59'11 sent -bwo hundred of those able to travel by water to Fredericks-

“hpparently this did not include all of the ‘convalescents since

mmy of the prisoners were recovered snd . ‘were escaping. He shated

s there axisted no guard to prevent the iatbor.3

' bon had assigned #hs internment camp at Vinchaster, - Holmes
v‘éﬁ;ﬁovemor Harrison that the existance.of. such conditions was
h”lvﬁ,é:alat-;’wn of Washington's orders to remove the prisoners inland
lidl;y 28 possible. 40 The Governor reacted immads ately, His lebter
ey Cmni;y Lieutenant of 41 “oucestery dated December 11, chastised
ificer f:é'ar his failure Lo properly exegute earlier instmctims

d eiii‘écted him "o order the stmmea’s sgarch? throughout the county
‘s‘umgglers. \ .;he pr:t.sunera dz..ccversd, inc}.ud:‘i.ng those ezzapiayed by
inhablta,nts 3 Wore tn be forwarded to Frade.ric,ksburb uncie‘ a ma.lltla

l"l 'i’hea removal oi’ ﬁh@ se prisoners lefl te ba evacusted only thoge

33Letter from Da,vié Ross to Nels on; Navembe.. 23., 1781, Lalendar
ir "‘nla State: Pa rs, Il, 616 o o P

39Leti’.er from Ross to Davies e, November 23, 3.781, izi ibid.,617; Letter
ohn Robertson to Davies, December 7, 1781, ibid., 642,

?Eetter £ronm Colonsl Joseph Holms to Harrison, December 8, 1781,
43 -

@Letter from Harrison to the County L:.euoenant of Gloucester,
enioer 11, 1781 O‘?ficial Letters of the Governoprs, 111, 108,




As the Virginla Mlitis was exerting considerable effort te
coilect the scatbered siragglers and eseapes, ab Yorkbown Rochambeayn
was planning to free himself of the imvalids who remained in the = .
hospital, From the mature of the extént official recovds, he exchanged
those who survived the winter for capbured Frenchmen, The largest ship-
went of convalescents used in this mammer left Yorktown on February 20,
1782, to be exchanged for French soldiers and sailors captured om the
?;’méh cubter, Alerte, and the prize sloop, Banet‘t;a,l’“g Rochawvhesay
deseribed the eighty British and German prisoners he semt to New York
as "disabled and sick; most of them not in condition o serve any
longer.”w This exchange of prisoners, though not panchioned by any
cartel betwesn the hostile armies, was approved by i‘?&shﬁ.ng’é}a?ﬁ and
Congress.™ e negotiations were not completed wunbil August, 1782,
by which time some talk of peace was already being voiced in lLondon
and Paris,

AZpn her mturnv from Hew York in Novemizex‘, bl'i&l, Rochambean

dispatched Lhe Bonetta to France with a load of sick and wounded Prench
soldiers and sailors, Letber frow Rochambeau to De Grasse » December 26,

1781, in photocopies of MS in Ministers de la Gusrye, Paris, Correspondence,
Vol, 373}, French Photostats, Menuseript Division, Library of Congress, p. 179.
The Bonebby wag apparently recsptured by the British fleet during hep
crossing,

“Letter from Rochaubeau to Weshingbon, Februaiy 19, 1782,

ibid., p. 1845 of . Historical Mamscripts Commission, Report on fmericen
Manuscripbs in the Royal Institution of Great Britain {London, 1906},

M?Jashington wae undoubtedly more than willing since, im addition
to French prisoners, the exchanges resulted in the release of the -
Chevalier de Laumoy, one of the Continental Army's best Engineers, Colonel
de Laumoy hed been taken prisoner at the £all of Charleston, 5.C., in 1780,
Letters from Washington to the Secretary at War wnd to Rochambeau,

August 16, 1782, in Fitzpatrick, ed, Writings of Mashingbon, XXV, 26-28,




