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In addition to fréeing a swbstantial number of nen whe ctherwise
might have perished at ‘Gloucester, the final arvangements releassed '&;«m
of Corawallis' officers, Mojors Greene and Timpany,; who had bseén paroled
to New Yaﬁ:aw Though not interned with -the main ihody' of the Bribish

ways, th e paroled. oi'f:wers were an mtegml part of i the preblen of evacu~

atinﬂ the army ?ssizich capitulateci at chlfbmm.

ASpetter from Rochanbesiu to General Sir Henwy Clinton, Decembér 9,

1781, the Rochambean Papers s P» 190-1913 HM.C., Begort on American
Manuscrlpts, i1x, 49,




CHAPTER IV

THE DISPOSITION OF THE PAROLED OFFICHRS

The dlsp031tzan of the Brltish and German officefs, lafﬁ behind
at Iefktcwn after the maxn foree af prisansrs sﬁarﬁea the14 1nlam& marah,
canatltuted a speeial prablem. Phe prncedur@ to be usad in gvacuating
these men hmd been eutlined in Arﬁzal@ VI af Lhe ﬁrﬁicles mf bapltulatzon,
whxch specified tha% the offi&ers %&re t@ ga on payole to nurep@ oy
some Brx%xsh bage in &mar&ca. Transpmrtutien was ta be provided wmthin
ten days by Count ée Grassa, 6r in the avan% uhah Lhe ?rencn could not
supply suffmclenm vessels, the paroled affmcers were %a receivg pass—
ports te go by land to New York. |

Iin addition to the ahcva provislons, Artlcle VIII of th@ tarms
af surrender had reaervea to Carnvallms one of the British shiPSg the
sluop,lﬁepetﬁa,'mhihp was t6 carry his final dispahiches to Glintan ab
&ew ?ork; The éanaﬁta was to proceed with her original erew, carrying
any men the British commander pieferred not to surrender to the
Gontinental forces, The latﬁer prav&slan had been demanded by Coruwallis
in order to pwatect the llves of Lcyalists and,ﬁmsrlcan deserters whe
were serving with his trQOps. |

Dus to the small mumber of men involved, Arbicle VI and VIII were

executed withcutvﬁhe delay and confusion which attended the disposition




of ﬁze rank and f.ile,‘- Following the surrender -ceremony, on Octabex; 19,
the men whom Cornwallis had selecbed to leave on the Benetta gathered
at: Gl.oucesterl and from there went aboard the sloop, ‘Four days lat;er
preparations for the ship's departure were complezhéd and she sailed
from Yorkiown, clear.mg De: Grasse's fleet in the bay en the twenty=,
fourth.z addltion to- approximately two hundred and fifty desemersg'
she carried the ailing Lieutenant Colonel Smcae,l* whe had commanded:
the Queen's Rangers, and Lieutenant Colonel Hobert Abercrombie; to whom
Cormiallis had entiusted his dispatches to Gensral 8ir Henry Clinton.
The Bonetta arrived in New York on October 31.5

Even though Article VIII had assured the immunity of the passenger
st of the sloop, she did not sail withoub ‘some protest from the
Americans., On October 2{5;: before the departure; Nelson wrote Cornwallis
that he had been "informed that‘a. number of Refugees frowm this State
ﬁirginig? and als‘o'.Megroes"‘ were abtempting to eseape on the vegsel,
Helson requested that Cornwallis take measures to prevent any viclation

of the surrender agreement.é If the British commander made any reply, it

'LBmtmh General and Bmg&da Orders, II, 63.

gFrederJ.ck Mackenzie s Diary of I‘raderick Mackenz:r.e, ese A0 Ofi’;car

Oof the Regiment of Royal Welch Fusiliers during the Years 1775—1781
(Cambridge, Mass.,, > 1930) , 1I, 683, Hereafter c:.ted as Hackenzm, dary,

3Ibid.., 685, Many of the rank and fi 1e aboard were nembers of the
Queen's Rangers, Lieutenant Golonel John G, Simcoé, Simcoe’s Military
Journals a History of ... t»he Queen's Rangers (N.Y., 1844), 25,

hrbia,

5kackenzie, Diary, II, 683

6Letter from Melson ’co CornwaLis, October 20, 1781, Calendar of
Virginia State Papers, II, 560,
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has'not survived, When the Benetta deft on October 23, -her deparbure ,
was watehed with didsatisfoction by soms of the Americans, an abiitude
best expresséd by Colonel Richard Bubler who observed that she #fell
down the river, with her :m:.q itous carga of deserters, sbolen negross,
and publie sﬁares thot ths: Beitish officers had sboret ed in violation
of treaby and in bredch m‘! kz':sm:r;.;;"? Despite some sue%ﬁx suspicions
th« Amerieans gezzerall;‘ ‘a¢eapted {,emwallis's si;atemsnt “hat the E@gat%a
did nob viclabe the !&rﬁ&cleﬁ of Gamtulaﬁwn. /

th,lﬂ the f@rega..r;g avants wersg tak:mg plade; %ms}:zmwﬁam sought

m spe@d o tha evaeuatwn of the pmsme&a effwer’s. An early achievement

',éaf ’h"s goal was prevezzte& by o ;:emp}.watlng faetow‘ E"wseﬁ he &i& m‘&;

Zzaare wa:r.ia&*la the ships msded ta rsmove t;he: 'man, Them, as. ha *u‘htempted

to seeure’ aws.;stance in the ;.m*m ‘of shippmg from De (xrasse, & pusber of

i e

B__mi%ish ei’fiwrfs protested the form of the parole pres'eni;eﬁ them by

i

5

52

Gamissax‘y Burde, * The latter pwcblam was the first resmlve&

' It had been cus bomary for the qumisr@ﬁy of Prisoners to demand
in ths parole signed by the captured ¢fficérs a statement that the
signer, so long as he was on pavols, pledged himself to veport to any
place re.qui_,’red by Wa's}:;ing?en ér.an t}afficiai reéresépting nim®  several
officers in the xquw;n amy protested to their mmmder thcd:« such a

requirement deprived them of the benefits due them by their capitulation,

Acbing in btheir behalf, Cornwallis wrote Washi_ngtﬁn, .;*equ@sting

71&3.@13.2’;;3 Bubler, "Genéral Richard Butler's Journal of the Siege
of Yorktown," Has\:.orveal }Lavazme, VIII (March, 1864), 111,

8{32. Journals of Cani;_inental Congress, IV, 119,
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that he reconsider the form of the aparalegs The Gonbinental Commander
iﬁlf&e@iatély replied that he was surprised ‘that the bfficers 9b;3f€€fhe§
to & elause which was “essential in every parole' and that he had no

i

Intention of comply:

ing with teis request, Purbher, he,suggested bhat |
Cormwallls sdvise the fé;ﬁ’iceﬁ to slgn the ;jar“a‘ié if they wanted bty
depert For Hew Yoyk snd Eixriépaﬁ?;ﬁfaéﬁi‘zxgﬁcﬂ*s‘ fivmmess ‘mast have
ﬁi;s.éezx.c&am’i@cﬁsﬁsg ?s;nég’zw évidence of furthep 9’3?63&8%32’5&3‘.9313 has surwived,
Gamwalhs signsd ha.s;mmle on @@Qbe;{f ‘2'-18,“32:@ the final payagraph
afforded ample progd’ @i‘tha fubility of nis carliew, wagﬁe%.@‘

;%&mmg s@f‘ixwf@& the 'd;iisfgz}:ta over :‘m?é yamla s Washington i;gme@, -his
&btention to the esjzgﬁ%zagi’sh of tﬁe of ficers, "The vemoyal of the

"Letter from Gormuallis to Washingbon, October 27, 1761,

Continental Army Returns, Washington Papers, Library of Gongress;
No, 106, fol, 18 3/i.

" Boretter fmmwashington to Cornwallis, Dotober 27, 1781,
Fitapatrick, sd., Writings of Washingbon, XAITE, 2744275, -

Hihe final pardgraph of. Cornwallis' parols yeads as £ollowss

Bo pledge my Faith and Word of Honor, that I will not ds or say
any thing injurious to tHe Said United Statbes oy Lrmies theieof,
or their Alliés, umbil duly exchanged; I do further promise that
whenever required; by the Usmmandew in Chisf of the dmerican Army,
or the Compissary of Priséners for thé sams » I will repair to such
place or places as they or éither of them ma require, :

Giveh undey gy Hand ab Yerk Town 28th of October 1781
Corawallis

Original in the Virginia State Library photostatic copy on exhibit
. : ¥¥s P :

ab the Swan Pavern, Colonial National Historiecal Park, Yorktown, Va,
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: nerthbound. elemenbs of the ﬁz}n%ine:nt'a}.% Argy to the: upper-ahesazseaké_:’ 1
fequired most of the'available Ambiicin Lransports; therefors, adatbional o

4

13

Shdpplig had to: be: found ameng the. privately tined vessels in the York

Z

‘Bivey ¢r those seizéd by De Grasse, appar‘en:ﬁzlsz‘ﬁmsgéétsfaﬁ -ohtaining

AR

| the forder were not' bos ‘prémising for on Udhober 28§ ‘washmgtan
ot Do Grasss' requesting two vegsels For use in Lidnsperiing thé -
_,f;?a‘?:.cers.zz- Hig appeal 'tathe Frentch Admive) was sup"":’r%ad by & latter
from Rochaubesw five days 1&‘@&:&". 3. 'By the thzrhy—-f vob theip effm@*&?s‘
had praduced wesults, as on that date w&sﬁm ghon dnstracted the %n—
;tmemal ﬁammssames @f'uﬂpﬁ:‘;ﬁf By pmsmswn the vessals bound m,;, i‘»sw
- York.% 0:3 i‘iwr»m{wr 3, the first of the ships léfs X’oﬂctmﬁ*’ i 'i;y

Monciay the £ifbh, four more had sa:z.l@d;';‘é ‘

%

iwe: mi‘ the f:z.ve f}.aasl? designated to cardy the p&x‘ml{ad efi icers’

t

t.a New X’m& ware bhe Larei Mulerave and ‘”x?he ,&ndrews, Emhzs,x r;mnspwrts

Which had been seized at Yorkitown by the Premh navy, %‘he Smhram was

= privately owned bub had been with ihe Bmmsh fleel surrendersd by

mLai;ter Irom hash‘ingten to De Gragse, Oataher 23, 1781,
_'"itapatr? ¢k, ed., ‘fimtts.ngrs of Washingbon, XXITI; 2554256,

‘ 131;6’0{:&“ from Rochambeau 4o De G}rasse, October:28, 1781, the
&ochumbeau papers, s 1’78

o Mlnsumctions to folonel Ephrai m Blaine and Charles bi:,ewart
: Oc:tobex* 31, 1.781’ Fitzpatrxnk, ed.; hritlngs ai‘ E»:aﬂ;mngtcm, 1T, 313,

Ber, Jom*na.s. of B&rcm von Closen, Z 396

léLe ther fmm Washingion to De Grasse, Iﬁcvember 5, 1781,
Fitzpatrick, ed,, lritings of Washington; XZIII, 337,

l7'€essels traveling upder a flag of truc:. were comaonly referred
to as Tlags or carhels thmgnont the Revolutl on.




42
Cormallis.’® The two small sloops which completed the canvey were
the Delight and the Molly, both prebably belonging to cﬁléniai traders.
The military personnel abeard the ships included Cornwallis, O'Hara
and 237 lesser ofiicers, the soldiers assigned to their military
fauilies, and their servamts, They were accompanied by tuenty-siz
Loyalist ferchants who no longer desired Lo remain in Virginia, Ths
distribution of the prisoners aboard ship, as established in the pass-
ports issuéd by Washington on November 4,37 wés as followsy
Coehrans {or Cockran) Cornwallis; 26 additional
’ staff officers; 42 soldievs.

Lord Mulgrave - 103 officers; 125 soldiersy
L o servants;

The Andrews 101 efficers; 118 soldiers;
o servants, :
Delight " § military commissaries)
” 1 commissary of prisoners (nob
a prisoner); 13 merchants,

Molly | 3 Ac.»f:-ficers; 13 merchanbs.

18Gorresgandenee _gg General Washington and Comte de Grasse, A781
August 17 - November L, Senate Document No., 211, 7ist Cong,, 2nd, Sess.,
ed, Institut Francais de Washington (Washington, 1931); 123,

Yritapatrick, ed., ¥ritings of Washingbon, XXIII, 337n. In
addition to Jornwallis, the Cochrane is known to.have carried Gensral 0'Hara,
Lieutenant Golonel Tarleton, and Lieutenant Bartholomew Jdamesy the latber of
the Royal Navy. Journal of Baron von flosen, I, 396; John Knox Laughton,
eds, Journal of Rear Admiral Bartholomew James, 2782 - 1828 (Navy Records
Seciety: London, 1896); 120, LL, o o e T
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"Ths.departure of the ships mentioned accounted for 2ll bub three
of the 240 officers of the British Iand fopces s for whom ‘Rcehambeaigz had
Fequested. '%ranspﬁrﬁa%ion,gq%hs officers who were not availablé when the
-c@niraﬁg departed were Captains Apthorpe and Champagne of the ?wérity«-%hiz;d
Regimenb and Lieutenant Fraser of the S&venteenth ‘Regiment, Taking
a@vaﬁ%agé ol & clanse in Article Vi of the terms of -surrender which' ‘
permitied them to.go by land in the event.of a shortage of shipping;
the three pen left Yorkbowm in the last woek of Detober, arriving m
New Yotk .on Novenber 1121 Washington tried to aveid having any ufa tne

paroled ai‘fa.cars pass through the c:oanﬁx;y slcie and theugh 'i;he pmsoners

carried passx?ts he ahtempted msuceessfnll;r m bm.ng ‘bhem baak m

torkmm.?zf

The vayaga northward from the Viwginia ﬁapes pmved t@ be a trying
one for i‘:he passengers on the e:az*tels‘ Enmuw they enammtered heavy
peas wh:wh sepamted the ships, each seekmg *bhe canfse beat suited w
ride eui; the storm. All of the vessefi.s had; been among thnse sunk or
scmtstled ab Ewhtesm and apparent},y the pasean@ers had lmttle ccmf:s.dence
in their Seamrthin@ss.zs Puring the ;aaia one of the sma_.ler vesse}.s
carrymg Lz.auﬁanant Colonel Dundas. an& the ot-hez* officers of’ the '

E:z.ghtmta Regment began to %take water and Dundas requested a transfer

L

%Lettsr from Rochamb“au to De Grasse, October 28, 1781,
Rochambeau Papers, p. 178. There were actually 241 Brz.tzsh officers,
excluding naval prisoners, n‘ Cornwallis is nob included,

yackenzie, Diary, IT, 692.

20f, ibid., and 699.

B1bid., 699-700.
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to ‘_i‘_h_g_ Andrew, & larger ship. On board the latter were all the man

offiégg-s ad ,sev“éral from the Quéen?ségang”er& .Despite the p S

tins;2arriving on the %inet’e;enth.?‘s However, the Lord Mulgray

Fortunste. She lest coubact with the convoy and for nearly. thy: eks
o . , : .. 26 .

the authorities in Wew York dispaired of her survival., Word finally

reached them on December 11 that she had made port safely in Charleston,
2h1pig. , 700-701. There is no mention of the arrival of ei
the Delipght or the Molly at New! York:' Sifice only the latter of
sloops was scheduled to carry offiecers, it is reasonable to ass
that Dundas transferrsd from her|::§imilarly,  from thé eyidence ‘of -
two contemporary (prebably somewhat exaggerated) reports, bhe Holly
foundered off the New Jersty coast; Major Witiiam: Crogham, in & lebier
to Colonel William Davies dated November 30, wrobs, VPis said &
vessel with Forty British officers on parele from Virginia, for New
York was over sebt or wracked® near Fgg Harbor and that Ythe whols
perished,* Calendar of Virginia State Papers, 1I, 627, Alexander
Wall, eiting the Hew Jersey - Gazetbe for November 28, 1781, says that
the wreck of a gloop carrying thirly or forty persons was reported on
‘a bar off Corson's Inlet (Just below Hgg Harbor) and that papers found
on the thirteen bodiés which were recovered indicabed that the men were
prisoners on parole bound for New York from Virginia, Wall's Jhe Story
of the Convention Army, p. 28, Walll's assertion that these men were
prisoners from Burgoyne's Ardy is groundless, all those troops having
left Virginia before the siege of Yorktown. Mackenzie, Diary, II, 65%).

25Haekenzie, Diary, 11, 6983 Letter from Cormwallis to
Rochambeau, November 25, 1781, Charles Ross, ed., Uorrespondence of
Charies, First I«iarquls Cornwallis (London, 1859), I, 128, .

*ackenzie, Diary, I, 699703,
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South. Garslirsaz,gfz Eight days later The John, 2 capbel from that pert;

arrived in New York bearing. thizty of the Lord Mulpravels. ‘@avseaﬁefs ,28

the others to follow as: Lransportation becams avax,.abla, S
Plans for the disposition of ‘the parcied efficers after theiy

arrival at the Bri:’eish»z’acst had been compléted by November 13. - Regle

mentel canbonments were .appointed dn various: argas on Long Islang:

and %aoen Jeldnd;” %2 - Two' weeks latery Sir Henry Clinton' ‘issugd! ﬁmiars

that, one field.: of ficex', two capbains and siz subalbérns of the prisgner
_. mgmnﬁs_s; including ths officers intemeﬁ; wers £o remainin &merma,

the reminder i.o go to Europe, On the sgme day prépax*abmm fnr

1

departure of a Eumpean c«mvn,r were unﬁerisaken,’g O v R Y
Bue to the nusber e:ai‘ vesmla e fba ?pmvis:immd and watemdﬁl
it was not until ﬁeﬁembez- 2 that the farsﬁ d.wiamn of: 'i.«hfa anay

el the Bast River; and a'wesk later befm'e the ships beégan to form

*Tiid., 0.
zﬁma., 7@6 -

glﬂidop 6(}1}u

» Ibid., 701. Exelnd:mg the Leyalist units assigned "w Gornwallig!
command, Clibon's ordevs would have Péquired’ a’ tobal of 99 British
officers to remam in America, 25 at New York and ‘74 m_‘bh the interned
prisoners, These tot als C;Ompara favorably with the ° requeSus for
subsisténce payments by the regimental units as ‘Tigted in H,M.C., Beport,
on ﬁmarman ﬁanuscm S5 II 376.f‘f

i

Blﬁackanzle says that the convoy consisted of aboub 130 ships and
that nearly 100 officers went abeard asg passengers; A majority of them
were those paraled frcm Yorkto*m. Eiggz IT, 703-704," :
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in the: lower Few York harbor. PFinally on -Decenber:15 the flcst passed
throtigh the Narrows and dubo the North Atlantie; sscortéd by Yue ships'
of the linsy the Robusthe ‘and the Jamug. After havihg beeén alb sea only
thres days ths i’l&etemaunuered higgs winds which iricreased iy fords
unbil the convoy became -‘hé}ieiéssly scattered.  Bebdise of the stormy
‘the Bobuste and the Janug wers ifam‘:e:féi»i‘z‘@*%um back to the West Indies;
and so the transperts were left ‘ah-ungudrded prey for the enamy-B‘?‘ :
For faﬁsl‘éé,;sh oné 'of the ships tHe suggested fabe was not-long in coming.
£ O Janvavy Ik the transport § Gre; 10und,33 dakeying Cornwallis,
hiis aldes, dnd sevérsl other British officers, was overbaken and seizéd

Jullan Durontois, First Lieutenant

by a French priﬁtear; the' Bouloghe
of the latter, was made prize masber of the Qreyhound and ordered o
take her inbo a French pork. Under normal weabhsp conditions the plan
would have succeeded, bub the storm continped to be the eontrolling
factor, The Greyhound suffered eansiderablé demage from the heavy seas
and finally, on Japuary 17, off Rem's Head on the English soast,
Durontois bargained with }iilb passengers., In effech, he extracted from
the British officers a pledge of safe-conducht fox ﬁimseii", his ¢yrew and

the ship in exéhangé for laending the prissaneys at an English yax»i:.g b

Mackenzie incorrectly states that Cornwallis and his suite left
New York abeoard the Robusté. Diary, II, 704.

HMparl Cornwallis, Document among corvespondence in Cornwallis MSS
Bundles 5, 6, and 7, British Reproductions, Manusewipt Divisien; Library
of Congress, In_additien to Cornwallis the aﬁreeman’e is signed by Lord
Chewton, Major Adlexander Hoss and Lieutenant H, Haldane, aides-descamp;
Baptain Thomas Tonken, Royal Navy; Captain Alexander Mercer, Engineers;
J. Simpson, Secretary to the King's Commissicner; Major Henry Booke, and
Joseph Clarke, Master of the Greyhound,

TR R




- The oubcoms of the above affair was nob retordsd in any of the

availlable dosuments, howsver; the dabes of thé published sarfas;:@ag:{?me

: wa s as . Lo . 35 .
of Lord Gorpwallis indicabs that -the. agreement was adhepsed %9(-‘? < Bows
of the &thek ‘ships in ﬁhﬁe ‘seatteréd tanvoy:had managed- tez; reach Englaud

asg early as -Jazxmry :51‘,‘3 ‘ahdy ‘sinde none 'wers. rsmz‘taa t@ ‘have turned

back ta arz &wrman base, the remm:ier pro%aablr ra,amecx %ha B %t 's}a

.i‘sles m 1a'be Januvary op early Febmm. Thus y excveph: fw Lhase e

wheomn C».'L.,mwzs had assigneeﬁ &m&mcm billets, ponding the final &swﬂaltwon

of ‘the rank and. fﬁ.le, 21l of the paroled officers had %ae@xx @V&ﬁu&&aﬁ by

the i’lrsst m@nu‘z af 182,

3 5’Ghar1es Boss, ed., Correspondence of Charles; First Marquis -
Cornwallis, 1, 132ff

35:,eunhtm, ed., Joumal of Rear.Admiraz. Bartholoney Jctmes, 130,




C..i . . i GHAPTER.V

THE lﬁmﬁﬁm-fﬂ?ﬁ‘ Ii‘»f ?IRGIM.A 3 I*%.R""IAM) AIJI) PENI‘ISYLVANIA
Dumng the same pex-icsd in whiah mast ef ﬁha paraled afi‘icers

ware be:.ng remwed from the Nori;h é&mex‘ican scene s the ma:m bady ‘uf the

Iorktom priscners ware dlscmrering i;he hardships whlch were a part
af’ l:wlng in t.he .&mamcan intemment cmpa. ?he pﬂr’ o& of confinemenﬁ
i‘ar these trmps co'srereci ‘nearly e:z,ghtaen mon’bhs s endmg with f.hew release
iﬂ é&pril, 1783., Bawever, the end bf ‘&he wav d:x.d nat f:md the pmsaaers
at the placzes te whieh ﬁhsy were o'i’ ginally a.ss:.gmzd, nor were t,he ‘
oomplements oi‘ mosi; mf ‘Eha reg:nment'é bhe sams ag wmn they wara £irst
intemed The stary of tzhe even'hs whwh pmduced Lhesa changes falls
nahurally :mta twa parts, ﬁhe two mnnths thexx *Lhe entire body was |
confined on ‘che i‘x‘cntler and the pers.od a.t"ber tha relacahmn of the
men in January, 1782. Because the incidants of the former months |
establz.shed the pattern fmr those su.cceedmg 5 :uh ig that parwd which has
receivad the greatest attent:.om Speqii'z_.cally, tha narrative conbinues
to follow the i;régq'ps‘ whq 3_-.ei“.tj. Yorktown under Gene,.:"é.l Lawson, They were
the lar"'ﬂ; "si, group of the prisoners whe were moved at one time and a
relauion of their act:zw.mes in cenfmement best represents t.he final
d18p081tion of Cornwallis! army,

Wiﬁ?hester, thée place at which Lawson's ¢olwmn arrived on November 5,
was a frontier tawn of about three hundred buildings, among which wers a
courthouse, & rééézfé},y built jail, five ‘churches or chap,als; and several

warshouses, most of thém constructed of hewn logs, The population
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of the town:and neighboring countryside was predeminantly German; a

civcumstance Lhat was later to prove beneficial to ithe pr'-*?’séﬁéz*s{'-

: The. British and German troops were housed, as has alreaeiy b,.ﬁ.
men%ioned s in the Heow Predsriek Barracks -outside of the town, fhé
": shelber Which they Ffound there was far fron comforbable despite, tha
diligent efwriss of the Jocal authorities te prepare adequate faca.ln.%:ies.
imadi&tely following the surrender ab Yorktown, Governor Nelson had -
instructed Oolonel John Smith, militia compander :E‘er Fredeyick Leunty,
to arrange quarters and guards for two thousand five hundred man, Dus
to Smith's absense. ai-‘; that time, the responsibility fell upon Colonsl
: Jasaph ﬁa}.mes, %pu*isy Camissax:;r £ Prisoners; In two lelters to “‘&h&
Bmen‘%;iwg daueal Detober 26; Holmes stated that he w.wld summon and
asgime commend of the militia guard, but that 4% would be impossible
to provide adequate shelter for so meny prisoners. The barvatks already
standing c.aﬁl house only eight bundred men vonveniently, and there was
litble chance of securing local workmen to build sdditional cabins sircs
they had not been paid for the work previously dons. Holmes suggested
that the troops be made to build their own cabins;z '

lDOenla » Zagebach, 164, Goed contemporary descriptions of Winchester

can be found in Duké de la Rochfoucault-Liancourt; Travels through the
United States of North Americs, ... in the Years 1795, 1796, and 1797,
trans, H, Heuman (I.onden, 1799), 1L, "102-106; Ferdinand ¥, Boyard, Voyage
dans 1‘:}.nter1eur des Etats Unis, a Bath, Wmchester, dans la Vallee de
Shenandoha, .,. pendant L'ete de 179L (Parz.s, 17973, 188-190; Gounb Tuigi
:Castiglioni, Visggio negli Stati Uniti dell' America Settentrionale, fatio

negli anni, 1'785, 1786 & 1787 da Luz.gi Castiglioni, .., (Milane, 1790),
I, 362-363. RS SR SARSES e |

2&et’bers fmm Holmes ‘be Nelson and Colonel Williem i}avn.s,, October 26
1781, Oalendar of V:u-glnia S’t.ate Papers, i1, 569-5?0




: ’é‘hewzzda.tlemwhzv&z Uolenel Holues reported had ¢har

3_1%;»3@ eézen the prlsane”s reached: Winchestepy althaugh the pre

an adequate guam deta::.l had bgen relieved by the arrival &5 ’Cze
+ 65 3

Hublenborg's brigade of bhe:Virginia Militia.? .0n Novembor
wrobé ths {‘:haa.man oft the- ngmm Board of Was thab’ sbout
hundred. rank Bnd flle and forty officers had arrived the previeus i -

ev*sn His Jobter fnrther rebatad %hat g 46 the lack of suff.m‘ ent
b

aab_.ns oné uhousand of -thetmen had to sleep bubin thévopeh &t

- Theugh fap: Erom. satisfled with - the: cemi:ztmn Bf: their m‘bm*e

quartez-s 3 bthe men were oo weary bo make mors ‘bhan verbal protes

Thé Yew Fiederick Barracks’ wers located dn 4 h:!.lls:uie clearing,: wxroundad

by foresty The guirters were & seres of connected cabins builb dn

tivo wings, one asbove the obher. Throughoul: they weré comsbiucted: of

heayy logsg chinked with clay,. poorly roofed and withoub windows oy s
sufficient number of doors, - The fireplaces were poorly constricted,
frequently f::.ll:mg the barracks with smoke andiin no cabin was bhere a
chairy bench, bed or blanket. Into these guarters the priscners were
erewded; thirty-two to thirby-six in a eabin, which lefﬁ barsly enough
room for them to stand, Emme idea of the faelngs of the men can bhe

gathered from Eoehla’s s’hatament that they ‘*were imprisaned Like dogs,"

their rooms "worse than p:.gstya and dag kannels in Germany "5

3poshla, Ta -ebiz’ich,_ 165.

l’het*’oer i’rom Holmas to Davies, Navember 6 1?81 ‘Calendar of

Virgmz.a State Papers, 13, 579.
The pareled officers did sot remain at the barracks bub found
lodgings in the town., . Cf. Graham, ed., Memo:.r of General Gra.ham., 70,

5 Boehla, Tagebuch, 164-16 5; "Popp's Journal," 250,




"COLLEGE OF WILLIAM & MAR®

51

The militia pommander, being aware of the colder wealhsy %o
come, urged.the prisoners to.repair the buildings for their own fubure

comforb. . Using "shovelsy hatchelg and saws" borrowed from -the ineigh-

'boring farviers, thsy made éanys}mpm*&amnts duiing. the ,:i.mus.a,” woek of

theiy e@nfmemenv,é but when® ‘&Ire first winter snow fell the men v s@g*e still

dvarerewded.‘? ‘Some took advantage of the ‘z‘.‘x?ee&a}xi gramé& theéw by the
Commandant of the Barracks énd‘;ehi}a_ine@ empia;a;aaﬁﬁ w;fiz}i the lopal
inhabitants; éherabyr seemriig not only bfsiaiéer Is‘:iv;i}l.;g gquarters bat bettey
f@@df The majority remained at the barracks ‘and their conbimisd distress.
betame the source of one of the more interesting incidents during bhe -

By the middle of November the musber of men at the barracks had

besn considerably, increased by the arrival of the first convey of

eonvalescents and the detachment of the Twenby-third Regiment who had.
vemiined behind to help establish the hospital facilities at Gloucesber
?mm.‘? The fubure weeks promised additional men and certainly no
lmprovement in the weather. In conseguence of this situation Captain

'%aehia, Tageln ch, 165; "Popp's Journal," 250.

Tposhla, ?ég“ébuéh, 166.

S"raham, ed., R Eliemlr of Ceneral Graham, 67-68
prigohersy particularly . among g the Germans, were grbisans or had f‘ormerly
been apprenticed to weavers; carpenters, msons, tailors, I sboema.kers, ete,,
and were theérefore An high demand as uor}’mrx., Doehla, ;a.xebuca, passm.

Fthis undoubtedly c.,dded one humired end Fifty to two bvndred men
to the total already present. Cf. above, 22, 24.

Hany of the
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Graha'sg the senkon égriti’sh woificer presenty asked Colonel Holuss! f@r
permss&m #e @ove’ soms- of the troops idnbo & 1ittlesused ehurchiin}
%“incnns eer. The ‘sﬂozamzss ary of FPrisoners- consenbadi andy- accar&mgly, ;i
a'hm& ;i’:wn Fundred féy of the: Seventy-sizbh Eegi}?enu Were remsyed o

E

ths chureh; thus relieviag soméwhai; thé congsstion in the' barramao

When the néws of rthe trafdsfei reached Brigidter Guneval Daniel Mobgin

at "Saratoga," ‘his:houe 'near tle ‘twn, he prouptly ordersd Gaptain
Granem bo vebuim e men to the barvacks. Y The British officer was
shodked 16 learh of Morgen's attiluds ‘and Lumediately wrote aletber of -
pesiohstrance in Whilch he sbabed the full circumstandes thak had broiight

gBois the bxchangs of quarters,’

On NoYember 28 the sams date as
Grsham's letter, Morgen respended; chastising bhe prisoners for thelr
apparent insbility to Help themselves and informihg Graham that Colonsl
Holugs Nad no sulhority to.permit the rieh to veside in the town. Morgen

inforsied Genewal Washington of the hippenings

farthey shtated that he had
srd that he felt gertain that the Compnder-in-chief weuld concur with

his action in the mabber. .

0gyathn, ed., Memoir of Gensyal Graliam,. 63.

3—11.@%‘%@2' from Graham 6. Horgan, i’ovember 28, 1781, ibid.,
Appendix Al 306-3@’7.‘

lzLe‘tLezr fmm "i%rgan to Graham, Novenber 28 1761, ibid., 68-70.
This lebtier and the one ¢ibed immediately above pwvs.de such en intereating
sidelight on the internment, as well as on ihe characters of the two .

=2

correspondents i;hat both have been added in full in the Anpendmies below,
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. The immedistei outceme of the zbove exchange of letters was nob
recorded by elther.of the correspondents. Soon éfberward Graham had
Gensral Horgan to dinner at the howse of Colonel Holwes, By this bime
rumors of the projected removal of the prisoners to Maryland and
Pentsylvenia had reached Winchester and psrhaps over a full table.the
British efficer gained permission to leave his men in the town unbil
Bhe anbiecipated change t,;zok‘plaaie,lfg . Meanwhile a m«z};?@ serious
situation confronted the officerss . = . & . .

The provisioning of both the prisomers and their guards was a problem
for the local authorities from the time the broops first arrived, The
Continental Oongress had failed to provide adequate funds for the sub-
sistence of the men and the Virginis people, slrsady heavily taxed for
the cogh of the Yorktewn campaign, weve ;*alzmt_.,anh to endure additional
priveblons for fhe benefit of their enemies, With the latter in mind,
in its Hovember session the General Assembly vepealed the eHergency
statutes vffrxiah had empowsred the military to impress suppliss. This
action deprived the State officials of ‘bhéir aniy means of procuring

pz*ovisiemfs»,u‘

1

Ppid., 70-71. Washingten's reply to Morgan's lebter respecting
the affair thanked the lsbber for his interest in the matter bub informed
him that the prisoners were ndw under the supervision’ of Major Genepal
Lincoln, the Sécretary at War, whom he umderstood had ordered Golonel
James Wood t6 act on the matter, Ce o

e, letter from the Virginia Déleégates in Uengréess to the
Governor of Virginis, n,d, (ca. November 18, 1781); Calendar of Virginia
State Papers, II, 6lh; lebter from Governor Harrison to the Virginia
Delegates in Congress, December 1, 1781, Official Letters of the
Governors, 111, 103; lebter from Harrison to Generat Daniel Morgan,

Deceaber 11, 1781, ibid., III, 108,
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¢ i When the prisene: »s reached Winchester in the first week of
November, ‘the shortage of foed supplies did npot: m:ssdzatezy ai’i‘ee'?;‘, i
them, Tha sen’ 'sti11 ‘had fharé” money and. nith 3% % hey could szzzmleﬂmt,
5 2y

the %as&c z'atmnm by ‘purthases from the -irhabitants o the az’ea;}"é

Howaver, their funds were not inexhaustable and before many days had

passed the prisoners were reduted to barbering their vlethes and

equipment for the offegings of the fammers: and 'w#ﬁspeap};é,l? Bub this

padiun of exchange had its limitations too, and unfc:rmnate‘%y for bhe

welfare of :the men ibs expiration coliicided with the: rapeal of thg

lmpressment articles, Henge; when the prisorers fell back en thedr

basie ration, thsy found it insdeguate fop praper.‘zzauriémeui;,

1t was aboub this time, December L, that Major Gordon, the:

| fi61d officer commanding the interned Brivish reginments, visited

Wimﬁmgtem Taking cognizange of tha, cemd%mn of -the btroops, he

. '..‘\
i

15‘1'he basic ration for the Gontinental Amy, as established in
the Lirst gear of the war, was as Tollowss eorned beaf or poric for -
four days, fresh beef for two, and salt fish i’a ng, each ration of
. besf welghing twg’ polnds, that of pork 18 ounéss; ﬂm bread, when nob
provided, e&ath man was permitted one pound of flouwr per d«w_«, {hree pints
of dr“ieei or beans weekly and fresh yegetab bles when availables six
ounces of bubter or pine of 1&2':2 per week and sprice besy oF molassss
' nak s Washington's Orders, Becsmber 21:«3 17?53,
trick, ed,, i itings of Washingbon, IV, 180,
‘ ‘This allduancs vc.r:z.ed depvnd:mg upon the Eocallty, axd des p:me :
u‘ze assurances of 'the' Az*t:z.cles of Capitils t:wn the prisouers at Winchester
received only & small part of ity meat was available bz,m cwld not be kept
due %o the scarm.tv of sal'b and’ f‘lour was ab’ a Premium,

l°i}aehla says that the’ mh wéve able'to puronase ?fbfeaa chéese,
but. ter, 98ES, ... turnips, potatogs, cabbiges, ‘brandy, plmch clder,
rum, and béer m abundance, ¥ idgenuch, 165. ‘

l'ﬁoeila states ’shat “mny of the bng,l_xsh nsgomat.ad and exchanged
Tor rum, brandg', and whiskey their. entire uniforms from head Lo foob and
covered themselves afferwards only with their blankeéts or mede themselvss
coats i‘mm the same, which they pulled over ‘their bodies.® ‘I’agebuch, 166.
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to ths local authorities for some improvemsnt in their supplies,

p&ﬁﬁd‘xﬂﬁfiﬁr requesting e regular: issve of. f}.mr.;ﬁ

appesled

Though his -

representations received the irmediate atbention of: the coanw cominise

sé-.onérsg-‘g they p‘féduced ifd:.‘%le ‘changs in’ £ situabion aad s thus .
finding his pressnce of :vio assistence Goxmm preturned after Luwp o
three days to his quarbers :i.n:é%iarylamiggr In some cases’ m&iﬁi&uﬁi :
officers ware able o obialdfunds to relieve the eufferings of thelr
men, 7 bub in gensral the distressed state of the prisoners continted
inbo Jamary when they were mivel to new plates of confinedent ;'?"",2‘
Koamwhile the Stabe and Gonbinental officials; revognigivg the
serious comsequences of the dbove civeumstanees 6y both thel prisoners
and the m‘:@gzn"amr‘-,%g wwere raling every efforit to pelieve the -sitmation,

Nl \

‘. 3-86raham, ed. 5 Mempir Memoir of Ganeml Graham, ?1., Genez‘al Morgen, in
a lebtes bo Covarhass Hiprisoh . dated Decorber i, 1781, 1hEotusd the
labter that the prisoners rations were bwenty, days behind. Bee Calendar
éf;aﬁlxwlma Sta"c.e Papers, 11, 6hb-bLT.

196n Debember 7, %ia.}m' Re’bem Fdrsysh, Depuby Cbmidissary General
of Purchases for Virginla, wrobe Colonugl Davies that he planned to sell
army flour in the lowland counties o sem,re funds Tor' sup;:s},les; to relieve

the plight of the priwnez‘s.

See Celendar of y_&_;‘;g_n

& Stabe Papers, 11,642,

Of 5 ‘Eafs;«;‘%m shated

) On Decezber ,,l;, in a letbter te "Gove ril rijoy Ha
that twelve to fourteen deys had passaei sirce his ‘plan 'hu sell flour was

amnouaced bub ne o }had gome' in: He fuz‘isher gaid thai there was 1ittle
pmspec% of” any’ a'f_'_ iving in %,:Ln‘e o be of usé. ﬁmGMar ef T}'wg}nia State

- Papsrs, .Ll, é)gu : L L

ZoGz'ahan., ed;, léﬁmolr QP General &mhem, 7

210;1 Decenber .13, Itifa.;or yon Beust negotiabed 2 loan with a Wine
chester me?*cmnt enablmg, the offmer o provide for in.s Ry l}eenla 5

Tagnbuch, 168, S o —

220n Decerzﬁaer 2%, onn Qf the Q.zeén“s Rangers nobed the issuance of
five days rations of Beef but 'stiil no flour, Charles V. Hegbhcote, ed.
"Diary of Jacob Smith ~+ American Born," Perinsylvania Magezine o History
and Biography, LVI (July, 1932), 26k letter from Captain Bdmund Rec.d
Lo Harrisen, January 5, 1782, Calendar ef V:Lrginla State Papers, IiI, 8,

and unsatisfactory quarters had inecreased

237 pressure of hz;nge;a-»»
¢f. below, 73.

the attempts of the prisoners to escape.




