56
The Secretary at War ordered. Lieutenant Colonel faleb. Nerth, of ?;hv
Second Peansylvania Regimert , to take- chargs of the transfor of t;%l%;
¥en, at the same tims expowering him to call én the E‘&lllbfia of ¥irg mza
and Marylang t@ provide estobts, - Horth's instructi ez'zs were firveh to.
prepare . for the introduttion of additional prisoners at the intermment
camps g% Lancaster am York;. in Pemmsylvaniay and &t Frederiek, Maryland,
and then 4o proceed bo Winehester, evacuating all of %hvznen at the,
13.“&&:«#1*' post, . The British. ‘prigoners &t Frederick and, Vinchester wers to
be, wamfarrec, B Lancastey and York respectively and the Bermans were
to he cmzcenﬁrateﬁin the vieinity of Prederick, At thess. pmsi;s vhe?
G‘auc,res« had cmtrac%eci w:a.th lmal mevchan{;s fcr me:z.z' subsistence, . In the

Wea% that the i‘acs.lz.‘e,xes n.n Hazy}and were. inadequgte s B park of l;ha

@emm troops were Lo be lefi. a%: ws‘.nch@s’eer and remwed lau %

(}e:»'ﬁ.onel ﬁm’th underﬁaok h:xs X"?J..S.»iaﬂ mtb every eanmdmm:e t},at he
mulci im ve the :&mz, cooperammx oi‘ the: Local mhabz,tanﬁs. Imieed in
X«iaz*yland hra experlemed h,t\‘.le d:z.ffmu},i.y, nhe cltizenzw bei, mg mm

Lhan mlT mv to exchcm e whai; ﬁhev can.amered a mnsﬁan“& neaﬁ_, ciw f’or a

[

‘ & ‘Z%Lf)i,ter mm Ban.)amin_l.mmln Lo Gauzzty Liemtanaxm of ’4 srdek,
December 124 Galﬂ’z'_a of Virginis Btate Pépers; II, 653; letter
Lrom Effashing{:ou : ,.u'é ank Colotel Noses Rawlings, Decesbepr I i’?&?‘l
Pilgpatrick, ed.; Wr s of Washington, XXIII, 383-38!.,, letbey From
Horth %o the aecutlve of V’z.z'ggzua N Jamzary b5 3..78‘? 2y balandaw of %flrg ia
State. Papers, I :

‘ “the de;‘, s:z.on regardmb r,he Gearmn ﬁroeps stazm:xea fz-gm uasgmgton's
prsnouncemnt sarly in the wer thnt the formensh_ q_,ci m’c be congidered
too mrshly singe they hed been for'ced to' - ate in' the « Through-
out the conflict the Gemaans proved to be dec le pmspners 5 shmr,mg 1ittle
dnelination % rejoin the British command. Cf. Edward J. Lowell, The
Hessians and the Other German Aumln.a.cles of Great Brii,a.m .m 'b?‘e Revolu—

,.ﬁblaqarz ar (New York; 88!.), 106,

[




very useful source of: cheaplabw.g§ -In conbrasty ab Winchester; ;ﬁhe
 gonbtinental officer wgs confronted with a geheral re}uci,a*wb on’ ﬁpa
pai't of tleVirginians to assist him, AL first the natives; resenting

, b hardghips spg'éducéci= by the  conbinuéng ‘pPresénce of prisonérs.in *’eheir
rotality, ‘had pebitionsd the Governor to relieve them of itheiy ‘burden,
‘Hewewers 2 rumor thab' the -froops were soon 4o reteive their batk day =
had been gireulabed prior to North's arrival? 26 and the Local people, |
sager to share in the goldiers! good furtune, now desived them'té
cewain, Bécause of this change in:the atbibude ‘ol the - inhabitants;

259he antipathy of the Marylanders toward the British troops
stemmed Lrom af szez»umata series of eircumgtandes: nac’czrrmg prioy

t0 the Yorktown campdign, With the advanés of Gornwallis from the
south, a body of ‘the -Conventlon prisonsrs had been moved from Virginia
to Frederick, where due té the kmdnass of Célonel William Beat;ty, the
esident Commissary of ‘Prisohers, the troops :and parbicnlarly -the officers
were permi’c.ted a cohgiderable freedon of movement, This fratinizatbion
betwéeri the inmhabitents and their enemies continued wntil Uayy 1‘?81, ‘
when news reached them of the death of %p*ham William Beatty, if the
previous month at the Babtile of Hoblgdrk's Hill.: Tthe loss of a favorite
son sobered the mabtives and. they thevéalter assumed & hostile atbitude
toward the prisoners, . Re»en’ains the chenge, the Britdsh respimded

with equal hostility; resorting to plunder, fape ard obher depredations,
Finally, after repeetea ‘petitiens by the cibizens, in-September, 1781,
the enlisted men were transferved to Pemmsylyenia and their officers to
Connscticub, The arrival of the British troops ciptired at Yorkbown
found 1ittle changé in’ ‘the Yocal sibustion. Ilagy Léigh Bowie, Zhe
Anélent Bzrracks at; qu@mdﬁtmm (Frederick, }ieh,f ;9;‘3) s 19213 R l?sger
Lamb, Joum*ail 395—-3%. '

%Qn ?éovez,ber 3@, 3.?81, General Sa.r Henrv C?.mt.on reguested a

' passpert. for a Deputy Paymaswr to carry by thou and pounds sterling

to the British afflcers at’ Fraderick and wmenes‘.er, Letter from Clinton

to K‘vash'%nﬂipn, H.M.C.} Report on Amsrican Manuserinbs in the Hoyal
Institubion of Great Pmtaln, Ii, 356, His request was granted én

- December 6. . Lebter from Washinghbon to Giinton, Fitzpatrick, eds,

Hritings of ’wash ﬂ"son, XYIXT, 373. In spite of this permissien bo

- pass i‘.hrcmgh the lines, the pagmaetaz' did not.: ‘reach the troops unbtil

after the ir transfers héa been effected in February, 1782, Cf, below, 62-63.




5610"’133 Helmes shad diffieulby:in pecuring a:sufficient nunber: osg'ﬁ,&,‘ 24
B ue escort the: priseners bo:Mapyland .:22? - Pespits the: a:zrobesiwi:l ».s
of :tte Virgindaps, preparstions went forward:and by.Jdanwary 2k ahe
plans had been complebed; : Dnsthat date Holmes: who had ‘beer gssigied .
the command of bhe eseordt) wrots lolongl Jamss sk?oatl?g"-‘&mt the.droops |
m maych-in twe divishonsj:the British . in one and:bhe finspachers | in
aﬁzmther, This dlvision ofthe trodps had besn adopbed in Q@ﬁ$iﬁ@~ii‘a’€'i?ﬁ
of bhe coldness.of the weather; with the -expectabion that the smaller.
groups; one leading hheé other, would more ¢dasily find shelber:on ths .
road, Describing fhe condition of the prisoners, Holmes noted that

many are almost as naked a8 the houpr they were boyng-& not an ounce of

‘animal food, Whebther you could nob with propriety detain them a Few

daysy or ome half of themy,then there might be & chance. of, getbing into
some sort of shelter ab night, It seems to shoak the feelings of
humardty to drive, 81:&, of a warm habibtabion. o pody ersabure stark naked

in such a seasam.

'Ihe milibia ofxieer’s sympathy for t.he captivas dm not cie.;.ay their

‘4

deparwraw and on tha mmnlnﬁ; a:i‘ January 2”? tha ﬁrﬁ.tlsh column lef"h e

Wincheatar, the Germa.ns follmwu;g L i‘ez* hcmrs beh.md m&m,gg ‘

yoaA

e

2% etser from {olonel John Suith bo Governoy Harrisen, Jamuary 5,
1782, Calendar of Virginia Staté Papers, ILL, 7; detier Trom Holmwes to
Golonel William . Pavies, dapary 6,. 1782, ibid.y IIZ, 93: Lammicaqims
of Iphabitents of Fredérick. j.uni;y to the Governoy, Jampary 8, 1782, ibid.,
IIT, 12 letter from Has isem to Smith, Jmuary 10, 1382 Offigial Lez*bwrs
of ihe %,rc)vemors, IH, 3.2!;. ‘

éeﬁelmml ‘wmed haa been 'zppomw,ed Depuby (’mm,. sary Gensral of
Prisouers, w supe”w sé dny pr.tsonex‘s who renalnad &t Winchesier,

?9 bter from Fo"nmes to Xdood, vanua.x'j 2hy: 1782, Anonymous, YAs
Others Sdw Usy¥ ’.?vm“’s Quarterlg xilstorical anii C»enedloglcal Ma,gazme,

I (Jzzlys 3.923.), 13. ;

3 Oi}oehla, Tagebueh 1703 “Pepu”s Journal n 250.
Hajor Rowland Broughfson-}iainwarmg, c:Li:lng the no-longer-extant
Journal of Cantam Thomaé Saumavez, says that the 23rd Regiment left

A

" Winchester on January 12, Though not mpossmle this is unlikely,

Cf. Historical Record of the Roval Welch Fusiliers (Longon, 1889), 106.
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Left behind them ab Winchester were those oo i1l to bs moved
and imny who hatg-‘des_erﬁe& the ba’rrack‘s to find a mpans of -ﬁs’;uz**fixrizi-g

31
the i‘-ﬁ.ﬂ‘b@i".s To accurat tely, nm‘:ber the 3attef would. be impossible

bacause of the dearth of mzb’ﬁ:;.c mcords mcmnﬁiﬁd iuhelr activities,
On February 1, .30 4 reﬁort to Epnr&.m Blaing est:mat:.ng the monblily
cost of supplies ndcegsary foy the remaining pmsz';mrs* and bheir guards;

the residsnt Assistant Comnissary of Purchases vedusébed ratichs for

92

gix hundred mexi,” . Id'view of the nugber ‘of convalescenbs yet te sridive, mangy

of them seabiered through the counties betwesh Yorkbown and sinchegber, "
it seems logical to assuse that ab »3_«&355@ onie* half ‘of the ratlons wede
" destined for gxzw soneys: In Moy, 17825 t}elonel Holmes veported thai; one

hagid x*ed W Were sm}.l under gusyd ab Wmezhester and allowed to reisin there

ag pam of the Gwntinemaz. quota for Virgin':aa;g b

31Ayparewhly there is no coiplete set of »t’amsmag giving the
 total pumber of deaths or desert tions abt Winchesber, In his Journal;
Doghla roted that in the peried November 1, . 1781 — Jamuary 27, 1’?32, ‘ben men
of the Bayreuth Reg:zmenf died and nine dederted, some of the latber
jeining the State Militia, Additional viebtims were the wives of two of
the soldiers, The loss in military persornegl représented 4.2 per cenk
of the regiment's eampleﬂant, Tagebueh, 165—1?0; ol kwex Leamp, Jowrnal,397.

3% emerandun i’rom P, Tabe, Ass stanb Commissary ef Purchases to
Ephrainm Blaine, February 1, 1782, in Ephraim Blaine Papers, Henuseripb

Division, lemry of Cnngress. Ephram Blaine was Comuissary Censral of
Purchases for the Gontinen{:al Army from Jenvary 1, 1780 to Juiy 2k, 1782,

’3(‘1 above, 28 - 22-

3 hLetter from Holmes to Colonel William Dav;aas » May 21, 1782,
Calendar of‘ Virginia State Papers, IT. I, }.’73. '
. On Decersber 25, 1782, Doehla noted in his Journal the arrivel
at Frederick from Vlrginia ‘of bthree Hundred British troops who had been
“ab "Orku@m Ta ebuc L Y .

’




0f, the troops who. left Winchester on January 27, ouly the

‘ Germans kepb & dadly record of. their march north,. . The route befgré,

miles to their desbinabion.””

Al

hhen cgﬁve;ézdaboa%f@:“&i—.ﬁiﬁe miles apd led across the swifb-z analing

waters of the upper Pobomac River. The ragiedness of ‘their dress,
muny of ‘them having peilbher shopes nor stockings; made the march in
the Bitter cold weabher & gruelling ﬁperﬁ,e_mfa; on their first day

aab , they traveled twelve miles and thab night slept in a snow-coversd

23e1ld. The mext merning, Homday the twenty-elghti, they woved up td

rpeopian Craek, a distance of nine miléss ; forded the straam and procssded

on in the divection of Charlestown. That night, ah least three of the

Eﬁﬁgiiﬁ.hb APOGDS WHYS fargégn to d@gﬁjﬁ and the feeb, of many of the men

ware frost-bitten, Finélly,» on the %mra?s;a-n;ix&%}h, they reached the
Potarac, regarded as the half-wsy wark Lo Frederick, The intense ,w};.d, F
had burned the river into & solid vlock of ice, forming 'a maturel bridee.
Because of the late hour of their arrivel, bhe erossing was pas’c;xt@n;ad
urkdl morhing end the soldiers spent the night under the brow &f & .
wind=swept hill aﬁc)ve Shepherdshown. Hednesday a:;zorn:fx.ng, Cal:@ngfi‘.}lgélmés
1ed the column across the frozen river and beyond into the 154418 boun
of Sharpsburg where, for the first time, the men had some xjézspiiselifrpm
their sufferings. The inhabitanbts nob only provided the troops wibth

warn food bub were able to of for many of then shelter for the night, On

Thursday, the thirby-first 5 Uhe colunn covered the remaining twenby-ouns
' ” IA‘; .

: 3 5’IL')c:a_f.-*-,m.a.‘,, Togebueh, L7 1723 "Popp's Journal,?® 250-2513 Hayold Clem,
r) Hessian Prisoner's Hemoirs of Frederick in 1782-1783," Zhe Haryland
Bullebin, LEVII (February, 1947), 55-56, herearber cited &5 Glem, UHessian
Memoirs." Professor Cilen's article contains transiated excerpis from the
diavy of fieutenant Jorann Ernst prechtel of bhe snspach Regiment, The
original is in the Bavarian Archives in Vunich, Germanuy.




for B¥e night id the #

.,Q,.

AL Frederick the troops were Gusrbere

e”zz:lésura surrounding the Prederidk Baspas Skl a’%&b oné helf: sﬁla f
ff:"@:ﬁthﬁ towm, bl ei Fing¥ dispositien &b ‘ba: sewleﬁtsz fo lowing
moming, IA acodvdincs wibh the dfstiructions’ £ %ﬁﬁéﬁgz%éss;»aa
Fobruay; e 1; the British prisoners starbad for Iandaster ahd Tork

iy 'Pe;;wnsyzvaniaé ‘ia'r;*iﬁring.:thére abeut -thé *Lenth of thé mzmtm?f" 7 Tnsiv
_fout Lok them acrofas the Monoeacy River, northivard through Tandy-
tofm, Littlestoun, and Hedlisterstown (row H&mmr} ‘o where they
m»ewse%ed the greal: c@loma? hzgﬁaway that connested. Philadelphia
with the western a{&ds around Fort Bithi. Here, ab:York; the regiments

who rad previeusly resided at Winchester were lodged i newly constructed

surmwdeci Ly 2 hs,ga s%ecka&e. :In sight of thmr guarters, “ehcug’a

sli.va’aed on. hx.gher ,gmum% stocd a szm.,hr camp aecupied by about Ffoup

hmdzmci r* £ m hhe Qorz:ren tlon Army. %Beeame of bhe liber rties granked the

latter, in contra st. to the close canfimman‘b of 'i;he Yarktowx prisoneys,

b

the new ‘a,x*f‘c*.i\}al naged the camp of the Cozweni;wn tre@p$ "*um@ Indulgence"

arid thelr own, ® Uamp Securibyit Tha prismners biliwter% gt Frederislk

L‘;’_d@ L&»cm‘y m:e.les be,,rami York to measi;sr, m th@ néz-th bam: gf the
Swzsqz hannah B:wer. ’E‘here the troops found & well-bailt barracks that

had served as the Gozzt&.namta}. Armyts cf-ntral pr:t.son camp for a}: 0sh

f.we vears, Iz;, too, N&o surmmzdeci by 3 hwh lag stock de, this sae
36@;}&3:-&*1 %,'i,y scmr«' of the Bm‘slsh reguwms statzme b Frederick

had left prior to the arrival of the Winchester column for an inhabitant
of Lancaster repor'cefl their arrival nesr th° ‘latter town on Jamuary 14,
1782, Letter from: Ester Atlee to Williap Atlee, in the Atlee Pamrs,

ﬁanuacrmt Division Library of Con PSS,
=3




: blockhouses at each Corner and one entrance to the ya3
led the barracks., Here » and at York, the British priso
Losely .smarded by troops of the Continental Line(.-z?
a§hogt‘aly‘ajfter the arrival of the troops in Fennsylvania;@”s;

primrily to their regimental paymaster, the men of the Seventys .
sixbh Regj,ment were issued new shoes, Leﬁrning of their good f@ftﬁgm, an
enterprising Irish troopsr of the Forty-third Hegiment asked Gaptain

Graham if he could have a pair, The officer informed him that, in

light of his behaviour Guring their ‘confinement at Winehes‘ser,?s the request
showed surprising impudence,” To this the soldier reésponded with the
following answers "

Youy honour; ask the Guardsmen; ask your own soldiersy, if ever they

have been in want of tobaceo since I entered the Golonel's store,

and your hondur knows we have had no money to. buy it; no, no, Pab

Sullivan is no deserter, but I had my adeins for not telling the

officers; and there was no great haym in taking a, 5@? more hogsheads

of tobacco and giving it to my starving comradeg,s

?ortuhately for the welfare of Pat and the other troops at York and

3Tarahan, ed., Memoir of General Groham, 71~73; Hoger Lamb,
Journal, 397; Sir John Ross; ed.; Memoirs ... of Admiral Lord de
Saumarez, II, 341 letter from Washington to Brigadier Genersl Momes
Hagen, December 6, 1781, Fitzpatrick, ed., Hritings of Washington,

- 387ne soldier had left his quarters at the barracks, without
the propeyr permission, te obbain employment din town, During theip
stay in Winchester he lodged with Colonel Holmes, as did Captain
Graham, Because the trooper had not received a pass from the officey
commanding the Forty-third Regiment s Oraham had regarded him as a deserter,

503

39Graham, ed., Memoir of General Graham, 72-73,
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Lancaster, Herman %B?iag% 2 Deputy Paymaster General, arrived £ro
Hew :erk around Februszy 15: He remained with the den and %theyeé;ftér
their needs were regularly provided fférzsfw: R

Heanwhile; dn Maryland, the German:regiments were being established
in thelr new quarbersy -The Fredepick Barvagks; :into which the Cermans.
wpyed afier Bheritish troops deparbed; was a stone gasern buily in
two L-shaped wings, each Having ;,quﬁwrs;&l The gnspach and ‘:Baw@at%i
troops were assignsd o one wingy -equally sharing the chioice of floor
spade and with & ress.dent’: officerts rooms separating their quarters,
Slmlarly quartereci i“i the ‘adjacent wing were the Hessian regimendl;
Bo;ﬁsa‘ dnd Prinee fi‘eredi’aaire*; 3 Though' the barracks dssigned the sen
providéd béttés sheltér thaw that which they had previdusly enjoyed
they continied Lo Yo croyded’ and sotght to rélieve this condition by
érecting 1og hugs. Whén thay 1éft Frogeridk 'in 1763, dbout one hundred
such stiuctures stead in the enelostre subrounding the barz‘ac}w.;w
;‘ Unliké the British troops who had recéived both'money and supplies
sobn dftér their atpival in Pemsglva.m.a, the soldiers confined ab

Prederick had to wait alme.a’* ‘three months for velief from Wew York,.

‘l*OIb ., 73-‘71;,, H ﬁ Co Repoz:t on Amamcan Iﬁzmuscmp‘ts, 11, 392-39¢,

z’chwie s the Anc,ieni, Bavraeks ao Fredamcktctm, ‘8 9 and 233 Clemy

THessian Memoirs LS8 =
One wing of the old barracks still stands on ths grounds of bthe

Maryland School for ’ohe Deai‘ and has been set agide as a natimml ghrine.

H

i’hc, Hessian regiménts had first been quarbered several miles from
Frederick in $he yard of Port Frederick, in Washington County, Md. .‘ater,
for seeum,ty purposesy they were moved to the poerhicuse within the town
and on February 1, they Jjoined the Anspachérs &b the Frederick Barracks,
%Popp!s Journal,” 252. During the months succeedlng, the poorhouse Was
used as a hesp:.tal. ‘Doshla, Tapebieh, 17488

Z*'B“?opp’s dJournal,® 252; Doehla, Tagebuch, 1743 Bowie, The Ancient
Barracks at rrederlcktom, 27,




&4
Once again & predominantly Uerman populabion was the salvation of the
brisoners, Many of the local inbabitants had migratad from the same.
contilnental provinees which the soldiers called homs, Hence, those
Harylanders were more then willing to: lessen the ‘hardships of theiy
countrymen, Nelghboring farmers invited the men 0 their farms,
offering them f/aod and shelter in exchange for labor, and the troops

who exhibited a talent ', for craftmnship readily. found employment in

Frederick or scue other nearby town, But these aids were net sufficient
to £i1l the needs of nearly. two thousand meén, many of them having with them
wivés and ehildremkh Consequently, after waiting four weeke for their
supplies to arrvive, Major ven Beust sent his adjutant to Lancaster
to report their circumstances to Major Gordon. The latter forvayrded
& requast for provisions to New York amd late:in éﬂp::sil, the Germans
net only received their personal bagga,ge‘-,- ‘izraasporwgi by water to
Baltinore and shipped across Marylind in wagons, but on April 30
i‘;hay were given five months pay and a liberal allei;menﬁ of clo%.hes,
¢ooking utensils, and othen necesse;-zrias‘%s, ?k;eraa.ft@r,: the garrison
received additional shipmenbs of supplies periodically, a,m » to prevent
another food shortage similar to that at Winchester, funds were sent
o their officers to ;;uréhé.sé provisiers, Hen:ce. » by May, 1782, the
- Germans were as adequafgly provided for as the Bribish, |
_ ‘i*l"'"i?opp"-s Jdournal,* 250; Doehla, Tagebuch, 165-1763 Bowie,
fhe Ancienbt Barracks at Fredericktown, 22; Herrmann Schuricht, History
Of ‘the German Element in Virginia (Baltimore, 1898), I, 1493 Hax von

Belking, Tho German Allied Troops in the Morth American War of Independence
1776-1783, trans. Joseph G. Hosengarten (“lbany, N.I., 1693), 217.

‘ 45poehla, Ta efoimh,f 177; "Popp's Journal,” 252; Clem, "Hessian
Hemoirs," 56,
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With the establishmeni of the prisensrs in the internment camps
P o

and ?emnéylﬁiania' in the spring of 1782, thelyr &i.'s'pos.f‘%ai:!;ﬁ

had been accomplishéd o the sabisfaction of bobh Lhe American

> . T : . 1.'6 .. . . o P N N Y
British comuending generals.  Ne further major albérstion in their

location was drdered by the military authérities until after the:sigaing

of the peéace tréaty the following yeari' - 1«

1 v * ' : ¢ : H H %

k8¢, Journals of Gonbinental Congress, XVI, 383-38h; H.A.C,,
Report on imerican Manuscripts, II, 161; ibid., 1IT, 40.
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CONCL{ISIOK

The f:mal se%lemnt af the pr:t.seners in whc;‘a zéas w ba ti'xelr

permanwnt quarters dur:i.ng the internment had requ:.red nearl;,r i‘aur

months. .the f;we chapters precam have relabe-d the mam events e;c

SIS
.ﬁ/‘ "

‘that perwd oge‘aher, the stery they cant.aa.n faad ft:.lﬁlled tha
'requis:z.tes 6et forth in 'c.he izzﬁmduction of i;he narratz.ve. Hwever,-

before a’:.he eapimre tmops r“gained i;heir a@dam another f:.ftaaxa

lmonths were te pass N and thaugh the happenmgs faf thosea mon'bhs d.ui

L:‘net d:trectly concem i;he ardered diszmsitmn oi" the mm, t«h@y

f‘\'l ¢

representad a smgnxfz.cant paru o.ff the prisoner‘ expem@nees, As

Q

such they oﬁ‘er the mas‘h f:x.tting conclusion m this s‘budy.
Shorhly after the szwrexzdar at Yerk‘hom, Gemral Sip H@n:‘y

PR
s i

Glmton hacl pmpased the arrangenent uf;‘ a cartel far a g@neral

v

e‘xchange of rz.sarxers.l Imtlally; tné p}.an was 40 axchange Ame‘*wa.w

prisane,ra taken ab the, £2ll .of chax*lesi,mn Lor: %rcopa who syrrendered

ingnesy ta see Br:.t sh veterans

"'orkt n. In sp_tte of an un_,

-‘retumnd ta thez.r 1rmes 2 Wasnin,gton was inuueed by cansta.n‘c. pohmcal

' ressure ‘w cansem; to such . cartel. Hence, in late Nevember, 1781,

l?dmmi,ssimeré représexfbing the hostile armies began negotiations at

vvizabethtewn, New Jarsey. Aliziost at once they eﬁéeuntered difficulbies

'Whlch were to plaa’ue them for more than a year, Clin‘bon claimed that

‘he had no authority to grant a cart,e blanche approval of all captured

1y 4.0, » Report on American Manuscripts, IIs 354.
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Apericans as prisonsrs ¢ligible for exchange sinee many -had besn
‘serving im a civil capaciby. A furthepr complication arose from the.
nonexistance of a capbured American officer egual in rank le 6&?&;’@113’.3:.
- Whils i;ﬁa wmi&sione?s‘ haggled over the formeyr problem, the latier
began to sgsume complexities that evenmany stalemated all negebistions.
A group of Soutﬁem delagatas in Qongress $ uakmg advanbage of the
delay im the e?cxzanﬂe proeeadings 4 instigated the passage of a2 secret
resolve which prohibited the exchange of Cormwallis by eamgmsitim.g
Washington was nobified that the Bribish officer was not to be yelieved
of his parole, and he in burn sent word to Clinton. When the latter
received the news; hé -prompbly informed his reprasmtat:ivés t&.zai the
exchange of Cormwallis was to be a s,i__n,g &u&m to lmy agreement, As
a‘re,sum, %he a@ga‘aiat,imza; wore terminated, not to be «zteﬁ,.@??rze@ onbil
the following spring.’ -

In Hapeh, 1781, Washingben sucoseded in perauading Congress 4o
repeal the resolve coneerning Gamwallis;z” and» by Apx‘ils the
vamissiéﬁers -hacl resumed bheir work., Bub once mope they were m be

2he prejudice of the delegates seems to have arisen from their

rage over the depredations commitied by Horthern Loyalists under
Cormwallis! command during the Soubheyn campaign. _

3Detazls Qf the variom wmmeatwﬂs ‘between the two commands
may be found in Fitzpatricky ed., Writings of Eiashmgtan, XXIIT, pogsim,
and H,M.04 s I’egnort on American hanuscmp‘ts, II, passim,

Z*Letter frcm ‘r;ashmgton to the President of Congress, February 20,
1782, Fitzpatrick, ed., Writings of Wzsash:mgbon, XX.&V, 9-123 Journals
of Cont:z.nmtal Cenpress 3 XXIL, 95.




 dnterrupbed by a failure of: the comminds to agree on general: m}i-« »

The- confinempni and provisiening: of such & large nuzber of Britis
prisfners had veguired funds' which thé Americaw Congress c@uldxl =afford,
6amegueatly, Washington's represeh%atives; demanded: two, hundred: %fhguéané
pounds steriing to semle all acceamss. i To this the:Beitish céﬁiﬁssﬁfoners
refused to agreg; and as o cemterwpmpasal, suggesbed thal dn tzze
future each cpunbry gubsﬁ;sb=~its wn men .threugh »agants Located n@a-zg .

the internment. tamps, At the same time they proposed that the Americans s

‘ : ‘ . i
socept a ronmsom for:.all the British prisoners now held din capbivibys f;
The Américan commissioners vefused to considér the. proposition; and

ST

so about April 15, the conference ‘t._amiiadé v <

The termimsbion of the rnegotiabions ceineided with an incident

which was to create so much burmoid that it occupied the full

atbention of the two armies for mere than five monbths, Frequently .
diving the wav, the dividéd loyalbies of the citizens of Few Jersey

fiad resulbed in armed conflict bebtween: formey neighbars,.' The' patriot

perbicipants in ’she numgpous raids that ensued followed the leaders |
sh:up of the E%aw Jersey mz.lima, while those still Zoyal to the

croun asted *zmdez' the Board of Associated Layahsts who were seated

in Km; Yc:»rk. f)n the mmht of Eiarch 24, ,,782 s a co.apany of Layala.st
treops suz'pm.sea the Toin! 5 Rmer bleca:hause in New J ez-sey, aad | .

carrzed ot‘f as prisoner its commancier, {}aptain J oshua Huddy. Hyddy

was put‘ in :‘Lrons ,m New York for two weeks‘ and, then re‘turned to

Sce, H M.C. 3 _Repez’t on American Manuscmp‘os, IT, 449-L50




h@‘mgh* b é:mwh\,é, aggerbing that Whitsts dsath had beén an
The imeyican commpnder immedialely notiZied:Clinbon of the Qi&“cumm hances’
and remuested the surrender of the:guility pevsons The Bribish generel
refused bo give up Gapbain Lippincebt; the officer who had aom«anﬁeii
the Loyalist party, bub he did agree o :‘Se«é Justice done, SubBequently,
Lippincott was aryested on ihs charge of murded add spdered L be
tried by court-martial, - Though Climbon's action ardussd the Leoyalist
braops to the peint of :yebellion, be persisted; ag &id 8ir Cuy Qarleton
t%:hd arrived ﬁc‘z assume comand of ﬁw»sﬁzﬁgtish f@i’ﬁeséaﬁiﬁ the furor
gver the incidents Vhen Lippincott c':ame Jpefore the military btribunal,
he elaimed first that they had no jJurisdiction evey his acih :wv bies in
New Jersey and secondly, that he bad acted under opders from the
Board of Associated Loyalists. His plea fx,-'esulﬁed in an a@qéi.taln
In the meantm, the fury ai‘ the citi zenry pf Monmoubh ﬁwn‘&y

had been favned t@ upreasmeb‘ie extrenas by lacdl patricis., 4As a

result, when mze new% of Llpp:.nuott's acquital red.ched bhem, they

called upan ag’q.ngtan o reta.llate.' ’Gmier thn,s pressure, Washington

turned to hls eorps and d:s.v:as:.on commanders for advme. The:w respense

was that an wnconditional, captive British 6ffi°é?» of rank eqmale‘“"'
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to that of Huddy, should be .chosen by lob; and; in the event that larieton
did hot -offer satisfaction for Huddy's death;.the captive was %o be
hungi  On May 3, Washingbon ordered ihe- decision carrded outb, and, on

Juiw 2, Coptain Charles Asgill of the Guards was: designabted the pros-

pecbive vichim, R Co LU
» - The choiee of Asgill added new complicatiens. to the alysady

inyolved affair, He was one of the Yorktown prisonsrs and as guch
sepposedly protvected by the Articles of Capibulation, Furbhermore,
Aszill was the son of en Bnglish family which enjoyed considerable
favor with ¢ be ruling moparchs of both Great Bpibain and Frauge. Waen
the news bhat Washington imbtended to go thyrough with the reteliabory
aet reached Englandy Asgillls Farily appealed to bobh 5&;@’3;&%@1&5 fop
inberventions 4s a result, the French ambassador presented a
remonsbrance to the Americen Congress, which demanded the officer's
velesse, Faced with this represenbation from Frante, the Congress
‘complied, and; in November, 1782 s they permitted Asgill to pass to
Tow York from which point he sailed for homs.. With :‘ysgillta releasse
the Huddy incident was elpsed, and Washingbon turned to more pressing
problops,’

é’iﬁia sa‘bisi-:‘actmy deseripbion of the Huddy incident has yet been
writben. The most debailed account available is a highly .colored narrative
by Katherine Migo. General WNashington's Dilemma (New York, 1938), Almost
all of the contemporary disrists recorded the highlights of the affair,
The best American version of the proceedings is that of James Thacher,
A Militery Journal during the Awmericen Revolutionavy War, from 1775 to 1763
(2nd ed,: Boston, 1827), 302-310, Contemporary British accounts may be
found in Roger Lamb, Journal, 417-43h; Graham, ed.; Hemoir of Ceneral
Graham, 75~104, Weshington's letters te Clinton, Carleton, the Congress
and others, concerning the affair, have been published, Fitzpatrick, ed.,

Writings of Hashington, XKIV and XXV, passim. Meny of the British commu-
nications are listed in H.M.C., Report on American Manuseripts, III; P2 ssim,
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In Sepbember; 1782, a third atiempt was made %o arrange a cartel
for the excnmnge of prisoners, Lgr*wallls had beex* 1*531,:.% et of hig
. pam?ze on June 28, ? prevmus; and was no ,z.onéer & bl@ck to the pmceoémgs,
Also, due %o a change in the British ministry, American captives were
- novw regdgnizsed as prz.smew* f:f tf"dﬁ,g and 81l of those SLormeriy imprisoned
in Bngland had b qopé vum_ed im Horth ﬁmemcaés by ‘?@;zgust R 1‘?{?2;9 Thus,
& second point of contention had been removed, i1l the quesbtion of
the wipaid British accounts remalined o cgﬁﬁlicai:e the negotiations of
the bargaining c@mnﬁsé:ioner*ﬁ. When it beecame apparvent that the
“ Rmm’*‘:a;.c'ai‘m would insist upon a finaneisl sett tlement bef‘ove discussing
a gensral tartel, the British commiss sioners proposed en exechangs of
-allk the Amaviecan officers taken at Charleston and afterwards s for an
squivalent mumber of the British and German officers who surprendsrad
at Bforkmwmw After several weels of delibem’i,...ono the eommissioners
Leoncurred on the merits of this preposition and & number of the
7Le‘f"ter from Ben,jcmln Franﬁlm to Roberﬁ Linrmgstmﬁ dune 2&‘, i782,

Francis Whaprton, ed, s evmlmmnarv Hiplometic Corvesn vondence of the
I}nl‘ted S‘bates (wash:i.ngﬁo 1889}, Vv, sas,

: Letter from l*razmm to John Jay Apm.l 24, 3 1‘7&2 Libert H, Snyth ed,,
'(.hc« Writings of Benjamin Franklin ( New ¥ %o oxk, 19077, VI}I h3h=135,

Iietter from - Franklin bo Livingsten, July 22, 1763, ibid., T¥, 72,

o lofi.ﬁ. C.5 Report on American Mazmscrzgiw, IlZ, 135.-134, This pro*oosal
was Lo be based upon an exchaage tariff settled at Perth Amboy in réafeh
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Yorkbown cfficers were {resd.’ The good' fortune of the officers w

not exbended $o the rank and file of the Yorkiown priseners who

continued in their appointed placés of confinénienht wntil the gessation
of hostilities, 12
Although ho eschdnge was arranged fop 'the sevéral thousand

imprisoned British and German soldiers, many of bheh did succeed in

gaining thelr freedem before the end of the war,  This was aceomplished

in various ways, The saslest way Por the troops to sseape thelr : ?
confinendnt was to enlist in the wilitary ubits of one of the Awéerican :
sﬁahas? or inh bhe Cbﬁﬁi#ental Areiy, Washingtaﬁ and Gaggrass, fearing f%

the unreliability of sich recruits, at first attempbed to prevent:
this, However, by &pril, 1782 Washington had changed his mind and he

suggested the enlisimérit of a limited nusber of the German prisaner3913

This idea was favorably recelved by Congress snd he was aunthorized fo
enlist @@rﬁan‘traeps for three ysars service, The new recrulls wers to
receive a small bounty and to become American ci@izens upon their enlistment,th
11 | "
“Gfs Letter from Washingten o the Secretary at War, October 7,
ez, Eiﬁzpat?iékg“ed.,'Writings‘gg Washingbon, KLV, 240~2L15 HM,G,,
Report on American Msauseripts, 11I, 139 The only 6fficers mepntioned
were seveval members of Cornwallis! sbaff: Major Ingland, Captain Fage, i
Licubenant Subherland, Idsiibenant Stratton) Lisutenant Campbell, and i
Commissary Coffin. Three of his aldes~de~camp, Lord Chewton, Bajor Ross’

and Lisubenant Halddne, bdd been released earlier,

“ L?L@tﬁef from Washington to Robert Morris, December 1L, 1783,
Pitzpatrick, ed,, Wribtings of Keghington, XXV, 418; HoM. 0.y Heporb on

e

American Manuseripts, 1E1; 190,

15, . - . ' e . N

“Because of their closer attachment to the service, the Briiish
troops were not considered reliable recruits,

1 - . o 1

Letter from Washington to the Secretary at War, April 27, 1782, S

Fitgpabrick, ed,, Writings of Washinzbon, XXIV, 175-176; Journals of

Lontinenbal Congress, XXII, 275, 317. |
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4 second m;ea;iis;by;which the prisoners eould gaifx’z theiy freedom
was to hire thezﬁséi;;reé out to an {Amez’icah emi;loyer. "fh'is f,réstice had
been ade@téﬂ éarly in the %z;xi*, and in 1783.—-82 , the Yorktown Lroops
found it espew.a}.lv valuable as a means of surv.uval.l% Others use& "i;he
emplov.ﬂem as a, way of eseaping té the Brlt.;sn lines. 4s & result,
in the imsb week af June » 1.‘782. Congress .m.awucted General. Bengauxln
meoi‘n to eall in all ‘of thé pmsoners and to keep them c.!.osely
confined until ‘soms ragula‘hicn respeebin g their empleymam contd be
pas{ss{i,;i‘é “The ,ﬁiséii{a’néé of these orders brohght so nany protests from
the peopls who ifzé:{dgémpiioyé& bhe ééﬁ%iye ﬁfbm;;s, that before the end
of the month Congress passed rules permitting the hiping of the wen,
In the ‘f."vf%;ure, a el’o.u.zen tho wished to emp}-.éy one of the priscners
would Have £o be bondsd by the Bank of North America, and, should the
prisenei és’cape s the bond would be forfeited, Further, the subsistance
of the hired man would be the respensibility of the employer, In the

event that the employes decided Lo become a Gibizen of the Unibted

»

15 Gf, above, 59, &I,
m&avz'nais of Lomzim:vzi’.&l Gongress, ¥XIT, .323..

tne of r,he pmsgners at Frederick Lov}z.ed bthe following ovder
into his jouyngls

Beg,mn.i.m the hth of Jine, no ode is a}.'wwed any longer to give shelter
to one of the pz*lsom.r of war, In case of violation, the J,:th,y person
must pay the sum of Pive hundred Pounds i;erlj,n&,,‘ and in case he is not
able %o pa.rf he .A.USu ‘serve as & marine on an Ameriedn ship for three
‘years., In ease his health does not permit this, he will be punished with
thirty nins 'si*.'x'i ec;. Clez:z, Hesgian Memoirs," 56.




| “ T
States, hs would be able to do so by paying to the Bank of North
America eighty Spanish milled dollars or its equivalent in other
specie.‘m Though the British troops were frequently empleoyed as
laborers there is no indzcation that any appreciab}.e number of them .

'became ¢itizens, By way of contrast s Horg than a hundred ¢f the
Anspachers confined at Fredem.ck availed thamse}.ves of the apnormnz:hy
during the winter of 1782-83,° |

Ta aceurately emumerate the priseners who becams citizens by
one of the above méans would be imp,gésibie. Historians have estimibed
that as many as 12,54l Geyman troops remained in the United States
at the end of the war, While meny of these were casuslties, no less
~Than 5,000 accepted ¢it;zenshi§.19 The pregeding paiégra@ppas gion
some indication of the mumber of Yorktown prisoners who purchased

‘their citizenship, No regord of the total mumber of those who enlisted
has survived, The heaviest enlistment seéms to have been between
:,Septegmber 1 and Novermber 1, 1782, In that period Lieutenant Freéh"bél
recorded the enlistment of sixty-two men from the four regiments

Quariﬁexg@ at Frgderigk.go The best exapple of the losses for any

Y journals of Gontinertal Congress, XXII, 243-2ik; Clem, "Hessian
Memolirs," 56<57; Doehla, Tagebuch, 183.

. 1862‘. Doehla, Tagebuch, 183-198, They represented about 12 per
cent oi‘ the complements of the Anspach and Bayreuth Regiments.

196‘2'. Lowel}. The Hessians and Other Amllarles, 3005 G.W, Greene,
The Gerian Element m the Yar of Amorican Independence (New York, 1876), 210,

20(.}16}'21 “Hess.ian Hemlrs," 57 . Daehla names an additional thlrty-one
men who eénlisted during the period of confinement. Tagebuch, passin,




, 75
;single group was that of the two Anspach regiments. Of the 2,353 Arzspach

pfficers erd men who wWers ‘brought over from Getrmany before t.he

Yerktown :¢ampaign; only 1,183 returned home at the tlose of the wa’ A

ones vemsining, who had not died in battle or dumng the mtemment >
probably vecame. American cltmens.gl | ,
A final means by which the prisoners could gain their fre¢dom

from the inbermment camps was to escape oubright. - This mebhod wis

used chiefly by the British, ® Besides pretending to aceept employment
in the neighborhood of the prison camp, the men somebimes feigrned illngss

in arder t6 be left poarly guarded, Onee clear of the in'heﬁnment area,

the es%pees found many Loyalists to asglst them in reathing the Brikish
23 A , _
lines, ? As an inducémént ‘to their men to escaps, ‘the British command

offered at first one and a half gold guinsas and later two géineas bo

meri who succeedsd in eluding the Americens, From the sums allottedfor

the paymenk of this bounty between the fall of 1781 and Mapeh, 1783,

nearly three hundred of the Yoiktown prisoners must have ascaped."%

le. Friedrick Kapp, Den Soldatenhandel Bsubcher Fursten nach
Amerika 1775- Z 33 {Berlin, Gemny, 18?1;) 5 209-216.

in(‘he Hids b spectascular escapée among the Yorktown priscners was
Roger Lamp. Between October 19, 1781, and Janvary 15, 1782, he eluded
his captors on threé different occasions, bub each time was reburned to
the internment area. Then, during the relocabion of the prisoners in
late January, 1782, he escaped a fourth time and successfully made his
way from Winchester, Virginla, to the British encampment on Long Island,
He arrived at the latter place on March 23, “ ‘I*he detalls of his escapes
are given in his Journal, 389-413, .

3£, H.M.C., Report on American Memusoripts, ITI, 143 IV, 385-and 440.

kg, ibid., III, 105 and 417; Mackensie, Diary, II, 694, 702-703.




