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est in these areas had been promoted at William and Mary
by Small’s lectures and by the laboratory equipment that

Small had purchased for the college in England in 1767.

Horrocks had obviously been intrigued by the same sub-
jects, for his private lib

rary contained copies—acquired by
Henley for the college— of Benjamin Franklin's Experi-
ments and observations on electricity, Joseph Priestley’s
History and present state of electricity, and Benjamin
Wilson’s Short view of electricity. In short, a wuseful
collection of treatises reflecting contemporary scientific
thought was added to the shelves of 2 library that had
previously stressed theology and the classics.

The other volumes in Horrocks’ extensive private li-

| brary were sold in Williamsburg, according to the August

13, 1772, Virginia gazetze, “at Mr. William Pearce’s Store

- - where Catalogues, with the Prices annexed, may be
seen.” No copy of the catalogue is known to have sur-
vived. But at least one volume thus dispersed — Volume II
of Croker, Williams, and Clark’s Complete dictionary of
arts and sciences—has come to light within recent years
~and has been given to the college. The fact that this work
was dismissed by Henley in making his selections for the
ibrary may indicate that a set of the multivolume compila-
tion was already on the college shelves in 1772.

The mid-eighteenth-century development of book

collections within the frameworks of undergraduate socie-
ties and clubs is indicative of the limited role allotted the
library in the life of the academic community. Its stately
folios and ponderous sets of patristical, theological, and
philosophical lore, as well as any lighter resources in the
fields of art, history, belles-lettres, the classics, and biogra-
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phy, were assembled solely for the use of the masters and
graduate students. The undergraduate was expected to
form his own personal shelf of books for general and rec-
reational reading. If a youth fancied the lively works of
the restoration dramatists or the witticisms of Alexander
Pope, he had to acquire the volumes either from a dealer in
Williamsburg or through his family’s London agent.

But valuing good fellowship, a group of William and
Mary students in 1750 banded together and organized the
first undergraduate fraternity thus far discovered in the
annals of an American university or college.”* The mem-
bers, in their private correspondence, secretively referred
to the organization as “the F.H.C. Society.” It is now
generally believed that the initials, despite the redundancy
of the resulting phrase, stood for Flat Fat Club. Miss Jane
Carson, writing in the Thomas Perkins Abernethy fest-
schrift entitled The Old Dominion (1964), which was ed-
ited by Darrett B. Rutman, has suggested, on the other
hand, that the initials could just as well have stood for Fra-
termitas Hilaritas Cognitioque. In any event, the F.HL.C. '_
Society sought to develop a library for the edification of
its brethren.

Undergraduate societies founded later in the century at
other academic establishments were motivated by similar
aims. At Harvard, for example, both the Hasty Pudding
and Porcellian clubs undertook the development of book
collections. The Harvard fraternities kept their respective
collections in an undergraduate librarian’s room, affording
the members “an opportunity of general reading for
which the College Library was then ill-equipped.” :

The F.H.C. Society from about 1770 to 1776 enjoyed
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CHAPTER FIVE

A Good Foundation to Improve Upon
1776-1793

HE departure in 1776 and 1777 of several Tory
members of the faculty signaled the dissolution of
ties that had bound the college to its English supporters
and to English academic thought and precedent since
1693. The severance of these links was not altogether
unheralded, for spirited conflicts had marred relations be-
tween the native-born visitors of the college and its Ox-
ford-bred faculty since the middle of the century.® Any
attempt to relate the library to this Intracollegiate strug-
gle, however, would give undue emphasis to the library’s
role in the life of the academic community. Innovations
adopted shortly after 1776 nevertheless suggest that libera]
elements within the collegiate establishment had already
prepared the ground for possible modifications to the Ji-
brary program.
A preview of the possible impact of revolutionary hos-
tilities on the library collections came in June 1776 when a

 Tepresentative of the Virginia Convention appeared at the

college gates, armed with 2 commission to determine
whether or not the main academic building could be

_converted into “a proper hospital for the reception and ac-
- commodation of sick and wounded soldiers.” After tour-
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ing the premises, and presumably conferring with Librar-
jan Emanuel Jones and other officials, the commissioner
concluded that quarters for the proposed hospital would
have to be sought somewhere else. The convention Was
advised that the structure, by reason of numerous parti-
tions, would not admit proper circulation of air, that it was
already prepared for the reception of “scholars” scheduled
to return to classes the following week, and that the “large
and valuable library” might be damaged by removal, “pet-
haps totally ruined.”

Despite the rurmoil and confusion of the times, the col-
lege succeeded in maintaining an uninterrupted academic
schedule from 1776 until the spring of 1781. But the siege
of Yorktown in 1781 thrust Williamsburg into the main
theater of military operations. Classes and lectures were
thereupon suspended, and the three principal college
buildings—the main structure, the Brafferton or Indian
school, and the President’s house—were requisitioned for -
military purposes. The library collections, left in the main -
building, were subjected during this interval to pillage and
vandalism by the British, French, and American troops -
who were alternately quartered on the premises. Specific
details respecting the damages and losses that were sus- .
rained are not revealed in the surviving records. But Ri
chard Randolph, in drafting a claim for damages which
was laid before the Virginia General Assembly in 1839,

asserted that “many of the books were lost, and the appara
tus [that is, the highly prized laboratory equipment that,
Professor Small had purchased for the college in England.
in 1767] seriously injured.”™

On April 9, 1777, 2 significant break with the past o
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curred when Emanuel Jones, probably angry and bewil-
dered by changes that beset the college, either willingly or
unwillingly “resigned . . . a5 Clerk of the Meeting & Li-
brarian.”” Rey. John Bracken, “into whose hands the Key
of the Library &c were delivered,” was appointed on the
same date to serve ag Jones’s successor. Bracken, con-
fronted with a problem that has plagued library keepers
since time immemorial, shortly thereafter inserted the fol-
lowing notice in Alexander Purdie’s Virginia gazette.

It is earnestly requested of all Gentlemen who have any

books belonging to the College library in their possession, to
return the same immediately.*

The plea was repeated a week later in Dixon and Hunter’s
Virginia gazette.”

The election in 1 777 of Rev. James Madison, a cousin of
the statesman of the same flame, to succeed the Tory John
Camm as president of the college marked a complete break
with the past. Madison, the first alumnus of William and
Mary to occupy the POSt, represented a background and
ideals closely allied to those of his friend and associate,
‘Thomas Jefferson.® In cooperation with Jefferson, Madi-
$on ‘was to be responsible for effecting revolutionar
changes in the organization and curriculum of the college.

Jefferson, as one of the revisors charged in 1776 with
revamping the laws of Virginia, drafted a scheme of gen-
eral education for the state that embraced three levels of
_ instruction: “elementary schools for all children generally,
- tich and poor”; colleges “for a middle degree of instruc-
tion, calculated for the common purposes of life”; and 5

university “for teaching the sciences generally,

Iesented to the ( Ol ege of ‘N}llham and \/]ar’r by I ouls XV |0f

8. Books p f College of William and Mary)

France. (Courtesy o

& in their




66 -+ TheLibrary
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"Though Jefferson’s bill for amending the charter of the
college was never enacted into law, its author, shortly after
becoming governor of Virginia on June 1, 1779, was
elected to the college board of visitors. In the latter capac-
ity, Jefferson succeeded in effecting many of the revolu-
tionary changes in the college organization and curriculum
that were originally proposed in his unsuccessful bid to
amend the charter. On December 4, 1779, acting in coop-
eration with James Madison, the college president, Jeffer-
son induced the board of visitors to abolish the grammar

school and the two chairs of divinity and in their place to
introduce chairs of modern languages, of anatomy, medi-
cine, and chemistry, and of law and police. The duties of
the professor of moral philosophy were broadened to
cover both “the Law of Nature and Nations” and the fine
arts, and those of the professor of mathematics and natural
philosophy to include natural history. An elective system

of study was also adopted. The college was thereupon
designated a university.’

A few weeks later, on December 29, 1779, the president

government of the
he institutional ar-
r would be allowed
on for more than six
¢ to be properly en-
n a register provided
John Bracken’s 1777 notice in the Vip-
pshod system for re-
ninformed as to the where-
brarian was also directed by
1779, to submit thereafter an
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In consequence, moved both b
funds and by 2 determination t
students, graduate and und
and faculty on December 3

the Ceremony of Matriculation shall be 2 pecuniary Contri-
bution to the Libra , from every Student when he enters
the College & annually afterwards, on which hjs Name to-
gether with his Contribution shall be entered in a Book kept

for that Purpose by the Bursar, & he shall be entitled to the
Use of the Library.

y the necessity for raising
© open the library to all
ergraduate alike, the president
0, 1779, resolved that

The matriculation fee was set at ten shillings per annum,
One third of the tota] proceeds therefrom was appropri-
ated to the administration of the library; the remaining
two thirds were to be “laid out in purchasing Books.”
‘The president and faculty on December 30, 1779, also
directed Librarian John Bracken to arrange the library
collections “according to the different Branches of Litera-
ture.” It is not known what classification rules or methods
of physical arrangement had previously been employed. In
1779 the books were obviously not arranged according to
subject matter. In al] probability the folios, quartos, octa-
S, regardless of content, had been
allocated to their respective heights,
rity of the various donations had been
g the books according to provenance
¢ donor’s name blazoned over the

doors as in Duke Hum
- William and Mary o
notion in their 1y 32
_Boyle’s bequest to th
cataloguing methods

tually contemplat-
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'cone?tlol?is J[(:ackage of bills aimed at creating 2 g:njfra:
e of education for the state, the estabhshmenf "
f‘yPSt:)rlrilc Library” for “indulging the researches o

‘Pu
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learned and curious.

phrey’s library at the Bodleian. The
fficials had certainly toyed with this
plans for diverting the income from
¢ purchase of books, Speculation on
would be even more futile, for even
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out the eighteenth century.
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. Library.
frer delivered out of the > ~book belonging to the library, shall forfeit t
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otherwise the Borrower shall not only be accountable for the
value of the Book withheld, but be deprived of the Priviledge
untill the Society upon proper amends at 3 subsequent Meet-
ing agree to restore it . , . If any borrowed Book be defaced,
torn or otherwise mnjured, he who had the use of it shall re-
place it by another of the same Author, equal to what it was
when first put into his hands .. . The first Monday in every

Month at g oclock Morning is appointed as a Time to receive
all Books lent out.®

The 1780 library regulations were subsequently ex-
panded and incorporated in the college statutes, and pub-
lished with them in 1792.™ This was the first appearance in
print of any rules and regulations devised for the manage-

ment of the book collection. Section VI of the statutes
stipulated:

1. No Student shall be priviledged to take any books from
the library, who hath not first paid ten shillings to the Bursar,

and produced a receipt of such payment to the Librarian,
which sum shall entitle the Student to the use of the library

for one year.
2. No Student shall receive

the value of which he shall
brarian.

more than one book at 3 time;
previously deposit with the Li-

3. Every Student taking a book, shall regularly return it to
the Librarian in the Council Chamber, within one month at

farthest; otherwise he shall be deprived of the use of the
library.

4. No Student shall apply for a book, except on Mondays and

~ Fridays, and then application shall be made to the Librarian,

between the hours of nine and ten in the morning.

5. Every Student losing, defacing or in any way injuring a
he deposit made

on receiving the book; and if such book be lost, and be part
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of a set, he shall forfeit the full value of the set, or replace the
book.

In short, on the eve of its centennial the library, though
open to all matriculates, was safeguarded by a somewhat
formidable array of rules and regulations governing the
circulation of books.

In accessions, the contrast between the colonial period
and the period after 1776 was accentuated by several do-
nations received in 1783 and 1784. Before the American
Revolution the library had enjoyed the patronage of Eng-
lish kings, archbishops, bishops, royal governors, and men
of letters. But a procession of French visitors passing
through Williamsburg during and immediately after the
Revolutionary conflict ignited a smoldering admiration for
France and for French intellectual thought. One of Jeffer-
son’s proudest accomplishments was the introduction of
French into the college curriculum in 1779. And in 1782
the college was pleased to bestow honorary degrees on two
distinguished French guests, the marquis de Chastellux and
Jean-Francois Coste. Chastellux, in recording his impres-

sions of the college, reported that “if miracles need be
cited to enhance her fame, [I might add] that she has made
me a Doctor of Law!”* As a token of his gratitude Chas-
tellux in 1783 presented to the library a set of his two-
volume work entitled De la félicité publique”

Chastellux was instrumental in 1784 in obtaining for the
library a substantial gift of books donated in the name of
Louis XVI of France. The French Minister of Foreign

Affairs, the comte de Vergennes, joined Chastellux in so-
liciting the donation, which was transmitted to the college

through the good offices of Frangois Barbé-Marbois, secre-

A Good Foundation, -

73

tal?‘; :i ;hi F renchlLegation in Philadelphia. The royal gift
— €nts volumes des plus beaux et d i
ouvrages francais” —arrived in N ' Citg 1 Jois
ew York City in Jul
; ;gtron b;ard the Frel}ch packet Courier de l’zzmériziz
ot thence was shipped overland to Virginia. But ,
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Unfortunately, as previously noted, only two out of the

tw
‘ o’l,lundljed volumes donated by “his most Christian Maj
sty surv1-ved the disastrous conflagration of 18 :
. "The University of Pennsylv o
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served almost intact. Professor Howard C. Rice, noting
the presence in the Pennsylvania lot of several of the mar-
quis de Chastellux’s favorite authors—Buffon, Tacitus,
and Metastasio, for example—has concluded that Chastel-
Jux had a hand in making the selections.” As might be
expected, moreover, many of the books were printed in

Paris at “la Imprimerie Royale.”
On the basis of what little is known about the volumes

comprising the gift to William and Mary, there is reason . .. -

for believing that one half of the collection duplicated the
one hundred volumes sent to Pennsylvania. The only two
volumes that have survived, copies of Jean Sylvain Bailly’s
Lettres sur Porigine des sciences and Lettres sur P Atlantide
de Platon et sur Pancienne bistoire de Asie, duplicate, for
example, works that were donated to Pennsylvania. And
both institutions were favored with sets of Georges Louis

Leclerc Buffon’s monumental Histoire naturelle.™ A large -

percentage of the works given to Pennsylvania touched
scientific subjects. This also characterized the donation to

William and Mary, for President Madison told the comte '

de Vergennes:

Our attachment to a Nation so peculiarly distinguished for -

its Emminence in Science hath always been great, but it can

not fail to become still more close and intimate, since we have -

experienced so generous and noble a Desire to disseminate a
Portion of that Science even amongst us.” »

As the work by Buffon would suggest, another segment

of the gift to Pennsylvania stressed French interest in natu-

ral history. Copies of the same works must have been in

the much larger collection of books presented to William

and Mary, for George Tucker, who inspected the library

royal donor’s lineage was appropriately recal
of such works as Joseph Desormeaux’ Hiszo
- Son de Bourbon, Guillaume de Jaligny’s
Charles VIII, and Jean de Joinville’s H};sto

Louis. The glory of the royal house was further exhibited
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in such volumes as Charles Le Brun’s Grande galerie de
Versailles and Charles Lubersac de Livron’s Discours sur le
monumens publics de tous les dges . . . suivi d'une descrip-
tion de monument projeté d la gloire de Louis XVI1 & dela
France. \

Volume I—the only volume in print in 1784—of L’arz
de vérifier les dates des faits bistoriques, des chartes, des
chromiques, et autres anciens monumens, one of the great
landmarks of eighteenth-century French scholarship,
headed the general historical works. These included copies
of Philippe d’Arcq’s Histoire générale des guerres, Jean
Philippe René de La Bléterie’s translation of the Annales
of Tacitus, the important Annales of Joannes Zonaras, and
the Byzantina bistoria of Nicephorus Gregoras.

Travel and description accounted for still another seg-
ment of the royal gift. The works in this field included, for
example, copies of Marc Bourrit’s Description des Alpes,
Pennines et Rbetiennes and Jean d’Anville’s Mémoires sur

PEgypte ancienne et moderne. But the loss of the French

collection in the fire of 1859, together with the loss of any

checklist that might have been compiled covering its com- -
ponents, has effectively obliterated all traces of at least one
hundred of the two hundred volumes comprising the gift. -

Another post-Revolutionary benefactor of the library
was that bird of exotic plumage, John Paradise, the friend
of Samuel Johnson, James Boswell, Benjamin Franklin,
and Thomas Jefferson. Paradise, married to Lucy Lud-
well, a great-granddaughter of one of the original trustees
of the college, removed from London to Virginia in 1787
in order to manage his wife’s extensive Virginia estates.

Warmly welcomed in Williamsburg, Paradise was imme-

 Lectures upon it.~because there is not one Stu
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;inlzltzld}; 3dmit£ed ilzllto a congenial circle of intellectuals that
: Such college officials as Presid i
: 1dent Madison, Pro-
1 ieltlsis<s)1r [(}f (];aw George Wythe, and Librarian Charles Bel-
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i : etters and ¢
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) in -
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And a worldly alumnus, Isaac Coles, writing to Henry St.
George Tucker toward the end of the century upon the
Jatter’s graduation from William and Mary, recalled that

the spirit of skepticism which so much prevailed & which
every student acquired as soon as he touched the threshhold
of the college is certainly the first step towards knowledge; it
puts the mind in a proper state not only to receive, but also
to receive correctly. That it leads to Deism, atheism &c I will
acknowledge, but on the same grounds we may object to

reason.”

Madison, though serving after 1790 not only as presi-
dent of the college but also as bishop of Virginia, was
primarily interested in scientific pursuits. La Rochefou-
cauld, who visited the college in 1796, was struck by the
richness of the personal library that “I'évéque Madisson™
had collected “en physique, en chimie, et méme en littéra-
ture.” The Frenchman noted: '

Sa bibliothéque, bien moins nombreuse que celle du college,
est composée de livres d’un meilleur choix, sur-tout parmi
ceux relatifs aux sciences. Il augmente annuellement sa col-
lection des ouvrages savans et nouveaux les plus estimes.*®

Madison’s efforts to develop the college library were

thwarted, of course, by the loss of income which the col-
lege sustained when funds from England were cut off

during the American Revolution. Ezra Stiles, the president
of Yale, opening a “fraternal communication” with Madi- :
son in 1780, confided that he was convinced “the present .
Revolution in America will necessitate us to collect & em-

bosom the Literature of the Universe.” Madison cheer-
fully concurred and cautiously advised his colleague that
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our [William and Mary] Library may be considered as a

;?;u;llrlmatural War, we had formed a Plan of importin,
anana t)lrl sl(;me.of _the best modern Books, and among th%
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decades of the eighteenth century were impressed by the
library. Chastellux noted in 1782 that the college

is a magnificent establishment which adorns Williamsburg
and does honor to Virginia. The beauty of the building is
surpassed by the richness of the library, and the worth of this
library by several of the distinguished professors, such as
Doctors Madison, Wythe, Bellini, etc., etc., who may be
looked upon as living books, in which both precepts and
examples are to be found.”

Jedidiah Morse on his circuit of the southern states in
1786, though shocked by the low state of interest in theol-
ogy and religion at William and Mary, told Ezra Stiles of
Yale that “their Library, like ours, is well stocked with
Ancient Authors.”” Edmund Randolph, writing to Alex-

and Mary’s “admirable library, containing the most rare

guest at the college in 1796, noted that it “posséde une
bibliothéque assez bien fournie de livres classiques; presque
tous sont de vieux livres, 4 'exception de deux cents vol-
umes . . .envoyés en présent par Louis XVL.”*

The surviving evidence relating to the growth of the
book collection and the management and utilization of the .
library during its first one hundred years, 1693-1793, is

brary as well if not better than anyone else, must therefore
be given the last word: he concluded, on the eve of its
centennial, that it was “a good foundation to improve -
upon.” L

ander Addison of Philadelphia in 1792, alluded to William =

gems of ancient learning.” And La Rochefoucauld, a |

obviously slender. President Madison, who knew the li-
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