AN IMPORTANT DOCUMENT
FOR THE HISTORY OF
WILLIAM AND MARY COLLEGE

BOYLE (Hon. Robert, the Bclentist, 1627-1681). A CON-
TEMPORARY COPY OF HIS WILL.

Manuscript, written in a neat legible hand, on

£7 leaves, large 4to; also codicil on separate

leaf of smaller size (codicil torn and defective)
July 18, 1681,

A DOCUMENT OF GRFAT INTEREST FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF
WILLIAM AND MARY COLLEGE, VIRGINIA. Mr. Morpurgo (writ-
ing in the Times of Sept. 26, 19%8): "The Yorkshire estates
of Robert Boyle, the famous physicist, were willed to the
college towards educating the Indians."

This document comes from the archives of the Society for the

Propagation of the Gospel.
Some interesting features of the W11l are detailed below:

On folio B: "Item, I give to the said Lady Renelagh all my
menuseripts & collections of receipts ... beseeching her to
have a care that they or sny of them come not into the hands
or perusall of any to whome she thinks that if I were alive

I should be unwilling to have them communicated.”

On folio 3: "Item, whereas I hed set apart, among other

things, the sum of 400 1. for certain pilous uses; and

whereas his late ¥ajesty King Charles the second having by




his speeial grace snd favour, without my seeking or lkmowledge,
been pleased to constitute me governor of the corporation for
propageting of the Gospel amongst the heathen natives of New-
Pngland and other parts of Americs, hath thereby given me
opportunity to discern thet work to be unguestionably pious

nnd charitable; and vhereas I have given and peid the sum of
three hundred pounds towards that piety; I do hereby give and
devise the sum of one hundred pounds more to the sald corporat-
ion (though by reason of sickness snd infirmity I have re-
signed the office of governor) to be set aside and employed

as a stock for the relief of poor Indian converts, which I
hope will prove of good effect for the advancement of the plous
work, for which they are constituted, and in vhich I heartily
pray him, whose glory of the work itself tends unto (and T

hope the persons intrusted with it aim at) to give them &

prosperous success."

On folio 4: MItem, I give to Mr. Robert Hooke, author of
Micrographia, now professor of mathematics in Gresham

Colledge, my best microscope and my best loadstone."
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