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THE MIDNIGHT Mass, though not considered one of his most profound masses, is
perhaps this seventeenth century composer’s most interesting and tuneful masses.
It is built on a succession of simple quasi-popular carols with developments cal-
culated to preserve their naive character. At two places in the Kyrie Charpentier
indicated that the organist should play a carol or improvise on some Christmas
carol. Also at the close of the Credo a similar improvisiation is called for. Thus
there appear these insttumental interludes in the mass at the instructions of the
composer.

A CEREMONY OF CAROLS was composed in 1942 for treble voices and harp. The
words, mostly Middle English, are largely anonymous. The CEREMONY begins
with an unaccompanied Latin plain chant which tells of the birth of Christ, and
it closes with the same chant. The various carols ar¢ concerned with a welcome
to Christmas and the New Year, the Infant Jesus, and the Mother and the Child.
These carols are charming, and create shades of rare and delicate beauty.




