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Tdied aged 107

1 A pioneer in women’s sports
at the beginning of the cen-
d tury, Constance Applebee
1began life in Chigwell, Essex.
#as a delicate child then lived
vigorously into her 107th vear,
The Apple (as she became uni-
dversally known) wrote to
American friends after her
3100th birthday, “I am living
gdalone and attending to the
dusual housekeeping chores with
2 little outside help.” She still
dlived alone until her recent
‘#death,
Her great work was done in
§ihe Untted States — of which
§ she became a citizen — a long
# time ago. She retired as direc-
gdtor of outdoor sports at Bryn
§ Mawr College, Philadelphia, 1n
41929 when she was 56 but she
freturned annually to coach
3there and elsewhere and to
fmeet old friends. The last
fjourney home to a house in
d the New Forest was 1n January,
31968.
4 The Apple taught and intro-
duced into the U.S. other
sports but field hockev was the
game that brought recognition
from the highest authorities
.and made her a legend in her
. adopted country. :
Chance frequently decided
the course of her life. It led
her into physical education and
enrolment in the British
College of Physical Education
.in London and to the Harvard
Summer School in 1901. There,
ia chance discussion about
sports in England with Harriet
F Ballentine, director of athletics
at Vassar College, resulted in
rthe 1mprovised game of hockey
behind the gymnasium in the
pHarvard courtyard. Thus field
hockey began in the U.S. about
10 years after its introduction
to English women.

TRSS PIONEER ., . ..Constance Appiebee ;
4'Nancy Tomkins on Constance Applebee, who has

Apple of every eye

Other works that would con-
tinue even into her 90s
engrossed the Apple. Before
she left Bryn Mawr. she
coached in many parts of the
U.S.A. and in 1922 started the
summer - hockey camp. Camp
Tegawitha, in the = Pocono
Mountains of Pennsylvania at
which 1,000 enthusiasts from
schools, clubs and colleges
registered annually. The ulti-
mate coincidence is that this
camp returns -this year to dir-
ectorship by descendants of the
Lyvnch famiily with whom Miss

Applebee negotiated her enter- »

prise 38 years ago.

Her good works #ourished
on both sides of the Atlantic.
She was 66 years-oid when the
second world war started but
she became busy with the Regd
Cross, U.S.0. and church work
for the services. In 1940, en
her initiative, US. hockey
players sponsored two wregular
ambulances and -one .desert
ambulance for the British-
American Ambulance Corps.

In her home at the edge of
the village of Burley, her
organising powers started the
Campden Community Club
{1946) and later, in her 80th
vear, a new club room (1953)
for which she endowed a
library and arranged for resi-
dents of a nearbyv old people’s
home to use the facilities,
There was work for Dr
Barnado’s, the Princess Eliza-
beth Hospital in London and
St Paul’s Church, East Ham:
also fund raising for the club

Dr Nancy Sawin. a former |

USFHA President. Principal of
Sanford Schcol. hockey coach
and friend, wrote 1n 1973. Miss
Applebee’s centenary  year.

“The Apple stands zlone” It
could be her epitaph. -

Comstavcs, .k, Rpplebee
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APPLEBEE.—On  January = 26th,
Constance Mary Kaiherine, aged
107, after a lifelime of devotion
3 . %0 the Greek ideals of freedom.
b3 beauty excellence and the pur-
£ of trutn ; ‘she introduced
3 ld hockey to the United States |
£ 1501. Funera! service ar St.
John the Bapiist_Church. Buriey.:
Ha hire, .on_ Tuesday. _Febru-
ary osrd, at 2.30 p.m.. followed
by interment. Cut ﬂowers ony,
ease, 10 and
ransgore., Chﬂstcnurch Dcrset
_ (0425 72245
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‘MISS CONSTANCE APPLEBEE ¢
Pioneer in women’s hockey
% Miss Constance Appiebee, 1923 she establisked a hockey !
d-who -introduced women’s field -camp -at--Mt ~Pocono, ~Pennsyl- -
3 hockey into the United States vania, and brought out coaches |
#-in 1901, has died in Hampshire, - from Engiand. -- This- arrange-
"~ §.at the age of 107. ment stili exists today. ‘2
1° Born on June 471873, at Chig- _ She ‘was 2 woman -of grea
{ well, Essex, Miss Applebee was Purpose ‘whom no sifuation
{ delicate. She did not go ‘to .defeated. On the occasion of %
school but was taught Greek Yisit of the Queen-of the B§
by a neighbour and was encour- £1ansin 1919 10 Bryn Mawr 1
aged 10 go on with her studies. demonstration game of hockey
Prlmarxly to improve her heaith, Put on for the royal wvisi
.she became interested in phy. began late as the “light w
sical education .and eventually fading. The ball was soon lost
trained at the Briugh (‘olleae and a crisis Joomed, but “thd
‘of Physical Education in Len- APple” rushed ento the field.
don where she gained a . 1ou silly asses” ‘she cried, p. 16
-diploma. lift your great feet-and play§

In the summer of 1901 this
dynamic young woman went -to
Harvard  Umniversity, = United
States, for a year’s course in
~prack ‘to study under Dr
Dudley Sargent. She proved a
star pupil. One rainy gfternoon
:Miss Appiebee the director of
physical education of Vassar
College, Dr Sargent .and Dr
Tait Mackenz;e were discussing
the merits of American and
English women athletes. Miss
“Applebee suggested field hockev
'as a. measure, and was amazed
to find that none of her com-
panions understood or knew of
the sport.

The w@next  sfternoon Miss
Applebee produced the first
women’s hockey game in the
United States, plaved with a
-collection of ice hockey and
shinty sticks. an indoor base.
ball and chalk lires in a con.
3 crere  vard ourside Harvard
1 University gvmnas:um.

She remained 1n the United
{ Sraies and in 1904 was ap-
pointed director of outdoor
sports at Bryn Mawr College, a
post she heid until 1928. In
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Act as if you had the ball” ?
Until 1965 - Miss _Applebee
divided her time betweeh
England and the United States.
In 19/6 aged 94, she attendell
the Internatlonal ‘Federation
Women’s. Hockey. ‘Assocxauonf
conference and tournament .i&
West Germany and_was appou;‘
ted an honorary Bfe member
(overseas) -of the All-Engiang
Women’s Hockey Association. z

She :was ‘aiso interested i
elderly people, -and-among the
many -<harities-<she - supporeed
were clubs and homes for the
elderly. She had a2 smrong
belief in Christian day 1o day
living -and ‘the lessons of give
and -take, working -with - others,
initiative, concentratnion,- enduz'-
ance, sportsmanship, freendshig,
fun and fitness. )

For the past five or six years
she 11ved alone, getting about
her house and garden in an
electric chair. She talked with
a strong voice, and almost up io
the end tock an interest in wnat
was going ©on in the worid,
though her sight was failing.
She was a truly remarkable
woman.
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Prominen: people in  the
world of -hockev attended the
funeral last week of Miss Con-
Fetance - ‘Applabee. of -Burley,
§ who died at the age of 107.

1 Miss- Applebse introduced
1 women’'s hockéy in Americs in
$1801 and in--her life'ime saw
4 the sport #nread from eoast
ito coast -with ths rapid rise
#of American “teams in “world
miass. -

arossed the-Atlantic at the sge!
yof "28 and ouickly rose to;
‘become one of the foremost,

sducation. .- -
- +Fer early career was mainly
associated with Bryn Mawr
Coliege in Pennsyivania, later
developing -close ties - with
§ another prestigious university.
the Coliege of  Wililam and
Msry in Virginia.

. Simultaneously, she founded
-4 summer camp for teaching
L young hockey plavers, import-
jing from DBritain. ihe best
goaches she could find. -
. With other admirers of the
game, she founded the United
1 8tates Tield Hockey -Associa-
jtion — an organisation which
-&till adniinisters the sport. -
. The funersl at St. John the
E Raptist Church., Burley, was,
attended by leaders of field
hockey in  Hampshire and
Lather parts of England, as well

taver for the funeral

The  Americans  included
‘three former presidents of the
T.S. Field BHockev Association.
among them Dr. Nancy Swain.
who reed one of Miss Apple
Lbee s favourife passages from
the Bible.

-..-Among the mourners -wers
:aome of the nurses who cered
for Miss Applebee during her
plong iliness. ,

--The -service was conducied
by the Vicar of Burley, the

[‘Miss Applebee had the rare
[Xneck  ©f 4anspiring  woung
ipeonle to play the game well,
witbeut the overnding cencern
3 for munmng. o
3 The vicar read = telegram
from Mr. John Greer. nre-
sident of -the "Pield Hockey
.Association of America.

 Mr. Greer said Miss Apple-
bee's introduction of women'g
hockev in the States had “led
indirecily to the founding of
the sport for .men in “that
country.

‘Prominent |

| at funeral |

-“Bhe "was dborn in Essgex -and ;"

figures "in’ “American higher .

‘a5 seven Americans who flew:-
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: The American- fsg wab
4 draped over wre coilin and was:
Jafterwarce presemted e Miss,
. Anne I
J College, America.
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Applebee Wing Award Of Merit

The Association for Intercollegiate States, Among the many trophies she
Athletics for Women (AIAW) has treasures at her home, “The Withies.”
selected Constance M K “The Apple” on the edge of the New Forest, is a set
Applebee to receive its 1980 Award of of Jefferson cups, each with a William

erit, and Mary coat of arms, which was a

Miss Applebee taught hockey at gift from friends of the College
William and Mary with the late Martha She demonstrated the game of field
Barksdale. Now 106, she lives in the hockey at Harvard in 1901 and
small village of Burley in Hampshire, introduced field hockey at Vassar, Bryn
England Mawr, Smith, Mount Holyoke,

Affectionately known as “The Wellesley and Radcliffe. In 1922 she
Apple.” Miss Applebee introduced the organized the United States Field

sport of field hockey in the United Hockey Association

APy

t. 1928



