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Sta:te, and of the cultivation of the fruits most impcrtant in the es-
timation of those engaging in this branch of industry.

SOIL AND CLIMATE.

The climate of Florida generally, but especially of Kast and
Peninsular Florida, partakes largely of a tropical character. In ordi-
nary seasons we can scarcely be said to have any winter. Some-
times there are licht frosts, and sometimes a Texas Norther sweeps
across the gulf and gives us a few days of weather a little too cool
for comfort to those who hardly know what winter is. In the lati-
tude of Tampa it is rare to have a mght cool enough to make a
scum. of ice over a bucket of water. Sweet potato vines usually re-
main green through the winter, and pumpkins remain out and con-
‘tinue to bear through the coldest weather. The cold of the®past
winter was unprecedented. A large part of the mangrove bushes,
and some of the more tender species of fruit trees were killed.
Some of these must have passed fifty winters in safety. During the
fall and winter months the weather is usually dry—only occasional
showers ; in the spring there are more frequent showers, but until
after the middle of May, not more than sufficient to bring up the
seed planted and keep them in thrifty condition until the first of
June, when the rainy season usually commences, and lasts through
the summer months, and sometimes extends into September, and oc-
casionally into October. During this period there are usually show-
ers every day, lasting from fifteen to thirty minutes; occasionally
there will be a cessation for several days, and occasionally several
showers each day.

Near the coast the country 1s generally low and flat—known here
as ‘““flat woods.”” Its growth is generally scrub pines and low pal-
metto bushes. It 1s usually wet and poor, and unfit for anything
but range for cattle. Occasionally there are tracts of rolling pine
land, with better timber and soil, that with moderate fertilizing will
produce well. Such locations are generally free from annoying in-
sects, and furnish pleasant residences. The first settlers of this
region generally devoted their attention almost exclusively to cat-
tle, and their only mode of fertilizing was by penning their cattle
on small spaces of ground, which were then planted in potatoes, or
sugar cane, or sometimes corn. As the country is now filling up
with a dense population, the range for cattle must be in a great de-
gree taken up, and a different mode of fertilizing adopted. Occa-
sionally there are tracts of land called ‘“hammocks.” Some of

these are large ; in this vicinity they are generally small, embracing
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less than one hundred acres. These are very fertile, and will pro-
duce any crop planted without any farther enriching., The growth
of these tracts of land is a mixture of oak, ash, hickory, sweet gum,
magnolia, and other trees common to this latitude. = The growth on

the land generally is purely pine. In some parts it is good for
building and lumber, in others it is hard to split, and timber for

ralls hard to find. ‘

The soil on the pine lands is generally of that light, sandy char-
acter common to the pine lands along the Atlantic coast. For
ordinary farming or planting it is not well adapted, as the amount
of land to be fertilized is too great for the ordinary means of the
cultivator, and for remuneration by the crops produced. TFor fruit
planting, however, this objection does not hold, as the amount of
land planted 1s so limited that it can be fertilized without too great
cost and labor, and the high remuneration will justify the outlay of
money and labor which may be required.

Lhe locality from which this communication comes is immediately
north of Tampa Bay. The harbor is formed by a succession of is-
lands thrown up by the action of the tides. The water in the har-
bor 1s generally shoal, with channels passing through of sufficient
depth to admit vessels drawing seven or eight feet. The shore of
the main land on the northern part is high, forming beautiful sites
for residences. The land back from the shores for two or three
miles, 18 rolling pine land, furnishing a fine location for fruit plan-
tations. Into this there 1s now moving a good population, which is
taking the place of the pioneer settlers, and will in a few years
make this one of the most lovely spots 1n this “land of flowers.”
The harbor abounds in the luxuries of the ocean, and furnishes fine
water for sailling and bathing. The means of fertilizing the land
are furnished in the beds of decomposed shell found on the islands,
and in the seaweed washed ashore by the tides, and the millions of
fish which fill the bay in the fall and early winter. For healthful-
ness no location can be superior, while for the comfort of climate,
taking the year round, few localities can compare favorably with it.
The coustant breezes, fresh from the gulf, so temper the summer
heat, that such a thing as an oppressively hot day 1s very rare.

TROPICAL FRUITS.

Experiments have proved satisfactorily that nearly all the fruits
common to the West Indies can be successfully cultivated. Oranges,
lemons, limes, citrons, gnavas, mangos, sugar apples, aligator-pears,
sapodillas, pine-apples and bananas, all grow well, and stand the





























































































































































































