Transcript of the Interview with Galina Chistiakova (conducted by Jan-Pieter Verheul and
Zhenya Derevyannykh). 16 July, 2009.

Time | Russian English
Jan Pieter: Mb1 6epém y Bac We are conducting this interview for cinema
HMHTEPBBIO 11 KHHO-TIPOCKTA, project, which studies social, political, and
KOTOPBI H3ydaeT obmectBennyro, | cultural history of Russia through films. We
MOJHMTUYECKYIO M KYJIbTYPHYIO would like for you to share with us your
ucroputo Poccuu uepes GpuabMbl. memories about attending cinema; we especially
Mgl x0oTenu Obl, 4T0OBI BhI interested in details. Based on you answers we
pacckasaiu HaM o Barmx will write an essay, in which we will analyze the
BOCIIOMHHAHUSX OT MOCEIICHUS results of the survey and write about movie
KHMHO; Hac 0coOcHHO MHTEepecyroT | attendance in Russia. The goal of this interview
neranu. Ha ocHoBanuu Barmmx for us is to learn as much as possible about
OTBETOB MbI HAIIMIIIEM 3CCE, B specific people and place of movies in their lives.
KOTOPOM MbI IPOAHATIH3HPYEM Thank you so much for your readiness to share
pe3ysbTaThl onpoca u Hamumem o | your memories and for your help. This interview
MOCEIICHUN KHHOTEATPOB B will be available for listening on internet site of
Poccun. Llenb 3TOro HHTEPBHIO this cinema project. If you don’t object let’s
JUIsL HAC — y3HATh KaK MOXKHO begin.
00JIbIIIE O KOHKPCTHBIX JTHOJIIX U
MECTE KMHO B UX JXH3HHU. boibiioe
cracu0o 3a Bamy T'OTOBHOCTbH
IIOACIIUTHCA BAallIUMU
BOCIIOMHMHAHUAMMU U 3a Bamy
MOMOIIIb HaM. DTO UHTEPBBIO
OyZeT JOCTYIHO AJis
IMpOCITyHIMBAHHUA HA UHTCPHECT-
cairte KMHO-TIpoekTa. Eciu Bbl HE
IIPOTHB, 1ABANTE Mbl HAYHEM.

1:44 Jan Pieter: Bel moMHHTE TIepBBIit Do you remember the first time you went to the

pa3, Korja Bbl XOAWIA B KHHO?

movies.

Galina: 51 Bac HaBEépHOE OrOpUY, HO
JTHEBHUKOB, S HE BeJIa B CBOSH
JKHU3HU, TeM 0oJiee B JETCTBE.
JlaThl...ceiiuac MHE MHOTO JIET U
JlaTbl MHOTHE CTEépaUCh. U g Bam
KOHKPETHO CKa3aTh KaKOW roj u
Kako# GuibM s He Mory. Sl mory
BaM CKa3aTh OOIIYIO KapTHHY.
Korna s 6p1a MajieHbKasi, Mbl
YKWJIA B TOPOJIE POCTOBC-Ha-HOH\/l,
Ha okpauHe ropoaa. ['opos Obu1
OYCHb pa3pylIeH, 0OYCHb TOCTPaIaT
nocsie BovHbl. U mina crpoiika. U

I will probably disappoint you, but I didn't keep
diaries in my life, much less in my childhood.
Dates...I'm very old now, and many dates have
been erased. And I can't specifically tell you
what year and which movie. | can give you a
general picture. When | was little, we lived in
the suburbs of the city Rostov-on-the-Don. The
city was destroyed and suffered greatly after the
war. And construction was going on. And the
first things they built, of course, were not movie
theaters. First they built houses and factories.
But cultural life didn't cease. Films were shown
according to the wishes of the local council of

! Rostov-on-Don — A fairly large Russian city on the Don River in the south of Russia, on the Sea of Azov.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rostov-on-Don

CTPOWIIH, B TIEPBYIO OUEPE/lb,
KOHEUYHO, HE KHHOTeaTphl. B
MIEPBYIO O4YEpPEab CTPOUITU JKUITbIC
noMma 4 3aBoabsl. U... Ho
KYJIbTYpHAsl )KU3Hb HE
npekpamianach. OUIbMbI
JEMOHCTPUPOBAIH U MO KEITAHUIO
MECTHOT'O COBETa pailoHa, I/I¢ MbI
i B PocToBe, 3T0 OBUIO BOOOIIIE
TaK OpraHu30BaHo Ha Pycu.
MecTHBIN COBET, OH KaK ObI J1ej1al
omnpoc. Y MECTHOT'O HaceJIeHUS
cnpamuBain: «4To BBl XOTUTE
nocmotpets?» Hy, u mocine atoro
orpoca Impue3xkaia nepeHocHas
nepeesiHas KHHOYCTaHOBKA U
(bWIBM TIOKa3BIBAIIN JIETOM TIO]]
OTKPBITBIM HEOOM, B BEUCPHIOIO
Mopy, KOT/1a B CEMb YaCOB YK€
TEMHO a0COJIFOTHO, U CTaBUJIN
SKpaH Ha PacTsAkKKE, HA TAKOU -
OeJast MPOCTBIHD,MJIM Ha JIOM Ha
KaKOH-HUOYIb BEUIAH 3Ty
PaCTSIKKY U, 3HAUUT KHHOMEXaHUK
KPYTHJI ¥ TIOKA3BIBATl (PUITBM.
Camoe nHTepecHOe, KOTOPOE s BOT
ITOMHIO 9TO MBI JE€TH, YTO MBI
BOCIPUHUMAJIH, 5TO (PUIBEM
Yanaes®. BOT 4eTKO 3aIIOMHUIICS
MHe 3TOT ¢uibM. OuneM Yanaes,
MBI BCE OBLITH B BOCTOPTE M IIOTOM
BECh HACTPOIl 00I1IeCcTBa TOTO
BPEMEHH - ObLT HaCTPOH
nooeaurenbHblid. [loOeauTenu.
[To6Genunu B BOliHE, U pa3pyxa,
KYIIaTh HEYero, rojo]. Mbl TpaBy
cobupanu - nedexy, 4To0bI
KyIIaTh, BapuTh cyn. Bot. Ho 3T0 -
9TO Bce OBLIO HE TJIaBHOE, KOraa
men GuiIbM, TO Bce MBI «Ypa!
Yamaes!» Bor... Bot 3T0 BCe
OYEHb BIOXHOBJISJIO YTO JIU OYECHD
xopoio. Y moka3piBaiu GuibMbl
Cepbe3HbIe, a NETCKUX (PUILMOB

the region where we lived in Rostov, it was
generally organized like this in Russia. The local
council would take a survey. They asked the
local population, "What would you like to
watch?" Well, and after the survey, a moveable,
portable film projector came and films were
shown in the summer under the open sky in the
evening times, when it was already absolutely
dark at 7 o'clock, and they put the screen on a
stretcher, on a white sheet, or would stretch it
over a house, and a movie mechanic turned the
reel and showed the film. The most interesting
thing which | remember is that we children, that
we were struck by the film Chapaev. I clearly
remember this. The film Chapaev, we were in
delight and the entire mood of society at that
time was a victorious mood. Victors. Victorious
in the war, but everything was in ruin, nothing to
eat, and hunger. We gathered grass, “lebeda” to
eat and make into soup. Ah. But this, all of this
was not important, when the film was going,
then we were all like “Hurrah! Chapaev!”
Ah...but everyone was so inspired by this that all
was well. And the films shown were serious,
because there were few children, and | did not
see children’s films, practically any children’s
films, in my childhood. I wouldn't call
“Chapaev” a children's film, however now
everyone watches it with pleasure, even the
children.

2 Chapaev (Lenfilm 1934) — A film by the Vasilyev brothers about the Soviet hero during the Russian Civil War in
the 1920s. It is based on a novel by Dmitri Furmanov who fought with Chapaev.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chapayev_(film)

IIPAaKTUYECKH, IOTOMY YTO JETEeH-
TO MaJio OBLIO, M IETCKUX (PHIIBEMOB
s B IGTCTBE He BuUAeaa. Yanaes
(buIbM, €ro He Ha30BEIlIb JICTCKHUM,
HO XOTS €r0 CMOTPAT U CENYac BCe
C YJIOBOJIbCTBUEM, BOT, U JICTH.

5:07

Jan-Pieter: Korna Bel Hauanu
XOJIUTh B KHHOTEATPHI OHA?

When did you start going to the movies on your
own?

Galina: A Bot Korzma B
KHUHOTEATPhI? DTO yXKeE... KOTa...
Hy naBepnoe, rae o, korna B
CeIbMOM KJiacce s ObLia, TO YXKe
BOT B 3TOM MeCT€ ObLI MOCTPOCH
kuHoTeatp. OueHpb ObLT MPOCTO
kuHorearp. IIpocro, Hy TuIa,
OJIHOATaKHOE TAKOE 3/1aHHE,
COBEPILIEHHO MTPOCTOE, THIA BOT
OapayHOTO TaKoro, 6apak, BOT
TaKoOTo CTHJISI, HO HE 3TO TJIABHOE -
TJIaBHOE, YTO TaM ObUIH yI0OHbBIE
CUJICHUS, OHU HE MSTKHUE ObUIH,
HO2TO ObUTH yIOOHBIE OTAEIBHBIE,
Ha KaXJI0TOo cuaeHbs. U Ob11
3a/IpariipoOBaHHbII KpaH KPacuBo,
TakuM 0apXaToM TEMHO-CUHETO
LIBETa, BOT ceiyac noMHio. B
o01IeM 3TOT KMHOTeaTp, 3TO ObUIO
coOwITHe. BOT mocTpoiika 3Toro
kuHoTearpa. [Ipu Bcem ToM Hapon
HUJ B OCHOBHOM B YaCTHBIX
JIoMax, BOT B 3TOM CTPOWIH ce0e
JI0OMa 4acTHBIM 00pa3zoM. Bot, HO
JUTS 9TOTO TTOCENKa OBLIT BOT
ocTpoeH kuHorearp. Kak on
Ha3bIBAJICA S HE IOMHIO. A HET
MOMHI0. DTO nocenok YkanoBckuil
Y KMHOTEATp Ha3bIBAJICS
«Uxkanoseny. Bor. Kunorearp
«Ykanoseny... Bce. Hy HaBepHO
UkayioB BbI 3HAETE KTO TaKOU
Ukanos>? Her? Banepwnii. Ukanos
3TO BBIJIAIOIINICS JIETYUK Y HAC,
KOTOPBIN caenas 0e31moca ouHbIi
nepenetr Mocksa... Mocksa-
Bankysep, no-moemy. [lo-moemy

And when | went to the theaters? It was
already...when...Well, probably, somewhere,
when | was in the 7th grade, already in that place
there the theater was already built. It was a very
simple theater. Simply, well a type, a single-
story building, altogether simple, type of hut,
barracks, in that style, but that’s not that
important — important, but there was comfortable
seating, they were not very soft, but they were
comfortable separate seats, for each person there
was a seat. And there was a beautifully draped
screen, such as velvet navy-blue color, |
remember now. In general the theater itself was
an event. The building of the theater. Moreover,
people live generally in private residence, and in
this... people built houses through their private
means. But for that village a theater was built.
What its name was | do not remember. Oh no, |
remember. This village was Chkalovsky and the
theater was called “Chkalovets (Follower of
Chkalov).” There. Theater “Chkalovets™ ...there
you go. Well, naturally Chkalov you know who
was Chkalov? No? Valery. Chkalov that
wonderful pilot of ours, who made a non-stop
flight Moscow...Moscow-Vancouver, | believe.
I think Vancouver...Moscow-Vancouver or...or
I messed up something, some other...But that
was America, Vancouver, yes, that non-stop
flight. Our Valery Chkalov lived in our city, on
the Petrograd side. There is a street, a house, on
which there is a bas-relief of him.

® Valery Pavlovich Chkalov (1904-1938) — A famous Russian test pilot and Hero of the Soviet Union.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chkalov

Bankysep... MockBa-BaHkysep
WIH... WIK 1 HalyTaja 4To-To,
Kako#-To pyroii... Ho 3To Opuia
Awmepuka, Bankysep, n1a, BOT
6e3nocanounslii mepenet. Cam
Banepuit UkanoB ui 1 y Hac B
3TOM ropoze, Ha I[lerporpanckon
cropoHe. EcTb ynuna, 10M Ha
KOTOpOM Oapenbed emy.

7:40

Jan-Pieter: Korna Bel xonuim B
knuo? Ha xakue ceaHcbI?

When did you go to the movies? What times?

Galina: Kunorearp paboran qHéM.
HasepHoe ObutM OJTMH WM J1Ba
ceaHca JTHEM IS IETEH, U BEYEPOM
B CEMb 4acOB JiBa OBbLIO JJIst
B3POCIBIX, BA. JTO MOHAYaly,
MOTOMY YTO HApOJ 3aHSAT OBLI
OueHb I11KoJa, U padota. [losTomy
MIPOCTO TOHATH (PUIIBMBI HE MOTJIH,
Y HapoJ MOTJIU cOOpaTh TOJIBKO B
OIIpeIeNIEHHOE KOJIMYECTBO
BpeMeHnu. Kakue ¢punbMb1? Mbl
XOAWIH pelKo. B KMHO MbI
XOJIUJIU PENIKO, TOTOMY YTO ...
JIn4HO 5 X01MIa PEIKO, TOTOMY
YTO MHE HE JJaBajiu JACHET Ha KUHO.
[ToToMy uTO y MeHs Oblia Mauexa,
KoTopas rosopuia "Hedero o
¢unpmam TaM macrate.” [loaTomy
s Oonpllie cujena B OMOInoTeKe U
yutana. ['pyctHo. Ho
HaBEPCTHIBAIOCH IOTOM. 1
HaBEPCTHIBAJIOCH IPOCMOTPOM B
KHHOTeaTpax (hUiIbMOB peTpo.
OueHnb T100MIIN MBI XOIUTh
CMOTpPETHh (PUIIbMBI U3 TaK
HazbIiBaeMoi 3 pouaos Kax
Ha3piBaeTcs 3a0b1a. Hy To, uTo y
HEMIIEB OTHSUIH . OUeHb MHOTO
(GUIBMOB YK€ 0CTaJIOCh OT
HEMIIEB. DTO ObUTH (PHITBMBI
3apyOe’KHbIE €CTECTBEHHO.
Wuorma u Boob1ie 6e3 nmepeBoa.

The movie theater worked during the day.
Probably were one or two showings during the
day for children, and in the evening at seven
were two showings for adults. That was in the
beginning because people were very busy with
school and work. Therefore they could not just
roll the movies, and could only gather people at
certain times. What movies? We went seldom.
We went to the movies rarely, because... Me
personally | went very rarely because my parents
didn’t give me money for movies. Because I had
a stepmother, who would say, “No need to go to
the movies,” therefore I mostly spent time in the
library and read. Sad. But it all was catching up
later. I was catching up by watching retro movies
in theaters. We loved very much to watch movies
from what was called from collections. | forgot
what they were called, those that were taken
away from Germans. Lots and lots of movies
stayed from Germans. These films were foreign
of course, sometimes without any translation.
Films that were...

* Here she refers to trophy films, which were German, and sometimes Nazi, films taken by the Soviets after their
defeat of Nazi Germany in 1945. Film was particularly expensive in the Soviet Union so these films were taken and
shown in Soviet theaters, many times without being translated.




DubMBbI, T€, KOTOPBIE ...

10:21 | Jan-Pieter: 3omoroii hona? Golden Collection?
Galina: Her, ner, HeT ... DUIbMBI No, no, no... Silent films. It was Chaplin. It was
HEMOT0 KHHO. JT0 66U Yamms®, and ours, including films with Vera Kholodnaia.
OT10 ObUTM W HAIK ... B ToM "ymcie
¢dbuneMbl ¢ Bepoii Xom101H0i.

10:42 | Zhenia: 51 yauBisiroCh, 9TO BBI I am surprised that you know Vera Kholodnaia.

6
3Haete Bepy Xonoauyio . Y Hac
9TO M3Yy4YalOT OYEHb TOHKO.

In the U.S. only the specialists know her.

Galina: Hy kak xe? 3Oto
BBIJIAIONIASICS AKTPHUCA HEMOTO
kuHO. OnHa BeImaromasics. Maio
TOr0, YTO OHA OBIJIa 3aMeYaTeIbHO
KpacuBasi )KCHIIIMHA, OHA XOPOIIIO0
urpaja, oHa Obuta JUYHOCTHIO.
Kenmuna ouenb ymHad. 1 Bot
MOpOM TaXe celvac He IOMHHUIIb
Kakue 370 GribMbl. [ToToMy uTO
(UITBEMBI IIUTH O€30CTaHOBOYHO.
OuH 3aKkaHYABaJICs, a
BTOpO...bpanu OwmteTs Ha 1Ba
yaca ¥ B TCUCHHE ITUX JIBYX YaCOB
MMOKa3bIBAJIH, HY, KAKOE-TO
nonyppu ¢puibMoB. U BOT OHU MHE
HE 3alIOMHMJIMCh, HO 3TO BOT OJUH
(bUIBM 3aKOHUMBAIICS, BTOPOIH
MOKa3bIBaJIM Ha J1Ba yaca. Hy,
CeaHC 3aKOHYHJICA JIBa 4yaca, JI0
cBujanud. Bc€. DkpaH racHer u Tbl
yXoauinb. B TeueHue 3Tux aByx
9acoB ATO MHOTO ObLITO (PUIEMOB.
W 6b111 BOT, pUIIBMBI U
3apyOexHble, 1 ¢ MapieH
Z!MTQI/IX7, u ¢ Yapmu YarmHbiM.
[TonumaeTe, BOT S CFOXKETOB HE
MOT'Y TIOMHUTb, 3TO HE OUYEHb
HWHTEPECHO, HO BOT TaK aKTepcKas
urpa. M akT€pbl TOro BpeMeHH,
KOHEUYHO, OHM BBIJIEIISUIMCEH Ha

How else? She is a famous actress of silent film.
She is famous. It was not enough that she was
than that, she was very beautiful woman, she
performed very well, she was an individual. She
was a very smart woman. And even now
sometimes don't remember what movies they
were. Because movies went without stopping.
One ended but second... Bought tickets for 2
hours and during these two hours they would
show, well, some kind of medley of films. And
so | didn't remember them, but one film would
end, second would show for two hours. So, the
show would end in two hours, good bye. That's
it. Screen would turn off and you leave. During
these two hours there were many films. So there
were and foreign movies and with Marilyn
Dietrich and with Charlie Chaplin. Do you
understand I cannot remember the plots, it is not
very interesting, but maybe the acting. And
actors of that time, of course, they stood out on
the screen and were very memorable, that is
Garbo, and Marilyn Dietrich, but films in which
they played | don't remember very well.

> Charlie Chaplin (1895-1976) — A very famous comedic actor and director. Famous for his silent movies, he
continued making many talkies during his career.
® Vera Vasilyevna Kholodnaya (1893-1919) — She was the first Russian silent movie star.
" Marlene Dietrich (1901-1992) — A famous German and American film star and front-line entertainer during World

War 11.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charlie_Chaplin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vera_Kholodnaya
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marlene_Dietrich
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marlene_Dietrich

9KpaHEe U OUYEHb 3aIIOMHUINCH 3TO
ul ap608, u Mapnen utpux, a BOT
(UIBMBI B KOTOPBIX OHU UTPAIU HE
OYEHb TOMHIO.

12:17 | A BBI MOXeETE Ha3BaTh JaThl Can you name the dates at least approximately?
MPUOIU3UTENHHO XOTsI ObI?
Galina: Pacckaxy 3To ObLIO I will say the first time was 1955 to 1960, in
MIEPBBIH pa3 ¢ ThICAYA AEBITHCOT these years we watched these movies, so as,
MATHJECATH MATOTO TOAA IO which...
IIECTUIECITHIN...I0 IIIECTUIECITHIN
BOT 3TO T'OJIBI KOTJ]a MBI CMOTPEITH
BOT 3TH (PUIIBMBI HY KaK JKe, JKe
KOTOpOE...

12:51 | Ecau Bapyr mbl BcnomuuM. Kakue | If all of a sudden we remember. What were your

y Bac ObLIN caMble JII0OOUMBIE
YKaHPHI B IETCTBE WJIA KOT/Ia BBI
BBIPOCITH?

most favorite genres when you were a child or
when you grew up?

Galina: B nercrtBe st He Mory
CKa3aTh KaKue JI0OUMBIE YTO
[0Naiaiochk Mo pyKy, TO U
CMOTpENu

[Torom BoT yxe nocne
HIECTUIECATOrO0 CMOTPENH TO, YTO
HUHTEPECHO, @ UHTEPECHO KaHPbI
mo0bIe, 3TO CKa3Ka, 3TO
Bonyuira®.Cxa3kn Bce CMOTpenH
3aMeuaTenbHble. 3o1yuKa Hara
Keitmo'?, ona, o-MoeMy, OyIeT
BEUHO. JTO CKa3ka. ... byner
nHTEpecHo adconoTHO Poccus, u
[I0-MOEMY OHa JJaXKe NepEBEACHA
Ha JIpyTUE SA3bIKH, TIOTOMY YTO
urpa 3amedarenbHas. Mrpamnu, Hy
TaM XKeitmo, FapI/IHll, HY Tam
3aMeyaTeNbHbIe aKTEPHI.
Panesckas “--310 npocrto. Bor. 1
13 3apyO0eKHBICKHBIX (PHUIHMOB
MIOMHIO CTOSIJIM OTPOMHBIE OUEPEIU
Y TaK MBI CMOTpeNH (HUITBEM, TTOTOM
BBIXOJMIIM U3 KHHOTeaTpa,

In childhood I can't say what was favorite, what
felt under the hand that is what we watched.
Later after the 1960 watched what was
interesting. What was interesting it was any
genre, it was fairytales, it was Cinderella.
Everybody watched wonderful fairytales.
Cinderella our Zheimo, she will be in my
opinion forever. This fairytale. Will be
interesting absolutely Russia, and I think it is
translated in other languages, because acting is
wonderful. Acted Zheimo and Garin, so there
were wonderful actors. Ranevskaya is just... So...
And out of foreign films | remember we stood in
long lines and like this we watched the film, then
we would walk out, stood in line again, entered
the theater again and watched the movie again,
that is The Great Waltz.

® Greta Garbo (1905-1990) — A Swedish actress famous in Hollywood for her films during the Hollywood Golden
Age and the silent film era.
® Cinderella (Zolushka, Lenfilm 1947) - A Soviet Musical film based on the classic fairy tale.
% Yanina Zheimo (1909-1987) - A Soviet actress active between 1925-1975.

! Erast Garin - (1902-1980) - A Soviet comic actor and director.

12 Faina Ranevskaya - (1896-1984) - A famous Soviet actress.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greta_Garbo
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cinderella_(1947_film)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yanina_Zhejmo
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Erast_Garin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Faina_Ranevskaya
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cinderella
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Erast_Garin

3aHUMAJU O4Yepe/lb, OMSTh
3aXOJIMIM CMOTPEH (PHIIBM 3TO
Boavwoil eanvc

14:15

D710 4bs (KapTHHA)?

Who's is it? (picture)

Galina: ITo-moemy, 310
ABCTPUUCKHUIN PUITBM—IKU3HB
[ITpayca, Morana Illtpayca, ero
TBOpuecTBO. ®riibM bonbiioi
BaJIbC—ATO IPOCTO
3aMedareabHbIN GUIbM. MBI
cMoTtpenu ero. Ero nepuoauyecku
MIOKa3bIBaIM. BOT ero nokaxyr.
ITokaxyt. IloTom cCHUMYT €
skpaHa. IloTom omsATh MOKaxyT.
W ™Mbl onsITH XOAUIN CMOTpPETH. S
HE MOT'Y cKa3aTbh 4TO MbI ObLIN
IIPUBS3aHbI K KAKOH-TO TEMATHUKE.
MBpl ObUTH PUBS3aHBI K
IIPEKPACHOMY, K KPaCUBOMY, K
TOMY, YTO HaXOJMJIO OTKJIUK B
Hamiei qyme. 91o Obula HE OJIHA
. 910 MBI Tpynnoi xoaunu. Hy,
KJIACCOM HE XOWIN, IOTOMY 4TO
MBI YYHUJIUCh BEYEPOM, B BEUEPHEE
Bpems. lllkona y Hac Obuia
nHeBHas. Ho mikosna Obliia 04eHb
3arpy’keHHas. Yuuiach LIKOJA B
TpHU CMEHBI. MBI Kak
CTapUIEKIACCHUKHU YUUIIUCH B
TPETHIO CMEHY. OTO BEUEpHEE
BpeMms, a THEM Mbl pabotanu. Ham
HeKorja OblI0 B KHHO XO/UTh.
Bort. Tak uro BummTe, s BaM O
KMHO MaJIo 4To pacckaxy. Ho,
(UIBMBI, KOTOPBIE MBI ... HaIIH
OTEYeCTBEHHbIE (PUIBMBI MBI BCE C
YI0BOJIbCTBUEM CMOTPEIIH.
IToTOMy 4TO MBI C yIOBOJIbCTBHEM
cMoTpenu (GUIbMbI, KOTOPBIN
OTpa)kaju Hally *u3Hb. JKU3Hb,

I think it was Austrian film about life of Strauss,
Johan Strauss, about his work. Film The Great
Waltz it is just a wonderful film. We watched it.
They showed it periodically. So they show it.
They show it, and then they remove it from the
screen. Then they show it again. And we went
again to see it. | can't really say that we were
predisposed to any kind of movie theme. We
were predisposed to the wonderful, to the
beautiful, to that which found a resonance in our
souls. I wasn't just me. We went as a group. We
didn't go as a class, because we studied late in
the day, in the evening. We had school daily, but
the school was very crowded. School was taught
in three shifts. As older students we studied in
the third shift. This was in the evening; during
the day we worked. We didn't have time to go to
the movies. So as you see, | can tell you little
about the movies. But the films, that we...our
domestic films, we always watched with
pleasure. Because we watched with pleasure
films that reflected our life. The life that was in
front of us was understood, familiar. But when
there were also great actors in the performance,
those like Rybnikov, then it was watched by all
with great acclaim.

3 The Great Waltz (Bolshoy Valtz, Loew’s Productions 1938) - An Academy-award winning American film directed
by Julien Duvivier about the Austria composer Johan Strauss. This is an example of a trophy film taken from the
west during the Second World War.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Great_Waltz_(film)

KOTOpas ObLIa PSIOM C HaMH, ObLa
noHsiTHa, 3Hakoma.™* Ho korna 1o
enl€ B MCIIOJHEHUH
3aMeyaTeNbHbIX aKTEPOB, TAKUX
Kkak Pei6Hukos™. D10 CMOTPEIIOCh
BCE MPOCTO BOT HA ypa.

16:18 | CkoiBKO JIET B CpeTHEM OBLIO How old on average were the people who went
JIFO/ISIM, KOTOpbIE Xoauau B kuHo | to the movies in the morning, during the day, and
yTpOM, THEM, BedepoM? at night?
Galina: Beuepom xoauin, BOT We went in the evenings, how you can even say,
MO>KHO JAXK€ CKa3aTh, CEMBSIMHU. as a family. When, well first clearly children
Bort korpa ... Bo-miepBoix 4éTKO until sixteen or until seventeen were not allowed
COOJTIOIANTOCH JICTSIM J10 to go, and this was respected. This means they
HiecTHaAIATH, 10 ceMHaanaru aeT | stayed at home. And the rest of the family went
XOJIMTh HeNb3s. 3HauuT, onu BoT | t0 the movies. That is, films were watched by
OCTaBaJIUCh I0Ma. A CEMbs families. Clearly, because it was not in vain that
ocTaJibHas 1uTa B KHHO. TO ecTh, there was the slogan, that "the greatest mass art
bunbeMbI cMOTpenH ceMbsiMu. Bot | is cinema.” More there was nowhere to go. Then,
3TO OBLIO YETKO, MOTOMY YTO HE there were still no theaters. Theaters were not
3pst OBLI JIO3YHT O TOM, 4TO "camoe | restored for a long time after the war. They were
MaccoBoe HCKyceTBO--3T0 KiHO." | restored sometime in the mid-seventies, '63, '64.
Boubiie Hekya ObLTO MOWTH. And before this, of course, films. The theaters
Teatpos ewé Torna e O6bu10. He were, of course, well visited. They were visited.
BOCCTAHOBJICHBI OBLIH TE€ATPHI But since we lived on the outskirts, my personal
nocJie BoHbI 10aro. OHU life formed so that | went to the movies little.
BOCCTAaHOBUJIMCH I'I€-TO B
CEPEANHE CEMHUICCATHIX I'OO0B,
MECTbACCAT TpeTHﬁ, MECThACCAT
4eTBEPTHINA. A BOT JI0 3TOTO,
KOHEuYHO, ¢pmiibMbl. KuHOTEaTph!
OHH OYC€HBb, KOHCYHO, ITOCCUIAJIUCE.
HOCGH_IaeMBI osun. Ho tak kax
MBI )KWJIM Ha OKpaHUHE, MO
JJM4YHas )KU3Hb CJI0XKNIaCh TaK, 4TO
A Xoaujia B KHHO MaJio.

17:30 | Jan-Pieter: Pasusie rpymmsl cugenu | Did different groups sit in different parts of the

B pa3HBIX YacTAX KHHO3as1a?

movie theater?

Galina: Bsl 3Haere, ecau 310
CEMBbS, BCS CEMbS CHJICIa CEMBEM.
Ecnu 510 rpynna apysei, oHU Bce

You know, if it was a family, the whole family
sat together as a family. If this was a group of
friends, they all sat next to each other. And there

! These were films made or released during the “Thaw” period under Kruschev from the mid-1950s to early 1960s.
Presumably these films would have contained content more relevant to the actual lives of Soviet people than the
Socialist realist films produced under Stalin.
> Nikolai Rybnikov (1930-1990) - A famous Soviet actor.

18 This quote indicates the special position Cinema had as a popular art form in the Soviet Union. It was placed on
the same level of high culture as such things as conventional theater.
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cuzenu psgom. U ouenn
MOYTUTEJIBHOE OTHOILIEHUE B TO
BpeMs ObUIO K KUHOTEaTpaM U
KHHO. Y Hac, KaK TOJIBKO
BBIKJIFOYAJICS CBET HACTYyIaja
MEpTBas TuiuHa. HukTo He
xoawi. Hukro. To ecth
abcomoTHas TumuHa. HukTto He
xoawi. Hukro. To ecTh BOT
abcotoTHas TUIIUHA U BCE
BHHUMaHUeE OBLIO...KOT/1a 3ByJalln
MIEePBBIE 3BYKU...lIEPE KaXKIbIM
(UIBMOM HaYMHAIICA KYPHAT
“HoBoctn”. U1 BOT 3T0O, KaK TOJIBKO
IIPO3BYYMT IEPBHIN
aKKOP/...HOBOCTH...MYy3bIKaJIbHBII
HAaYU4aeTcCs... 3HAUUT KypHAII
HoBocTell. To Bcé. Ecnu kTo-TO
BXOJMJI TO OH TTOJI3KOM MTPOXOAHII
TaK YTOOBI TUXO YTOOBI HUKOMY HE
MelIaTh U CaJUJICs Ha CBOOOIHOE
Mecto. To ecTh O4eHb, OUEHB
MOYTHUTEIIbHO OTHOCUJIACH BCA
nyOarKa K AMCTBUIO Ha YKpaHe U
Ha cueHe. [loTom, s Bam roBopro o
pabouem mocénke U KUHOTeaTpe
pabouero nocénka . B nenTpe
ropojia ye BOT OJIMKE K
HIECTUACCATHIM I'0JIaM KHHOTEATPhI
obutn. [lepen HauaaoOM ceaHChl,
00s13aTeNnbHO Takasi HEOObIIAs B
¢oiie ciieHa 1 Ha 3TOM CcIieHe
00s13aTenbHO MyOJINKY pa3BieKal
KaKOH-HUOYIb OPKECTpP WM KaKOM-
HUOY/b neBell. ITo ObUIO BO BCEX
KMHOTEaTpax Hy B LIEHTPE TOpoJia
OoJbIITNE KUHOTEATPHI, MyOIUKY
00s13aTeNTbHO pa3BIEKaIH, YTOOBI
OHAa HE CKyuasa B OKUJIaHUH
Hayana ceanca. M kak TonbKo
3By4ajl TPETUH 3BOHOK BCE
3aXOJWJIM B 3] & 3TO CIIEHa 3HAYUT
nycrena. Bot u 3To Obu10 TOXKE

was a very respectful attitude toward the theaters
and the movies. For us, once the lights were
turned off a dead silence descended. No one
moved. No one. Absolute silence. There was an
absolute silence and all attention was...when the
first sounds sounded...before every film was
started the newsreel "News."'” Here is how only
the first accord sounds..."News"...the music
began...it meant the magazine "News." That's all.
If someone entered, than he crept in to be quite
in order to disturb no one and sat in a free space.
Namely, the entire public treated the action on
the screen and on stage very, very respectfully.
Then, | am telling you about the factory town
and the movie theater of the factory town. In the
center of the city, closer to the sixties there were
already movie theaters. Before the beginning of a
showing, there had to be such a small stage in the
foyer, and on this stage the public was
entertained by some kind of orchestra or singer.
This was in all theaters, well in the center of the
city more theaters, the public had to be
entertained, so that they did not get bored in
expectation of the beginning of the showing.
And only when the third call sounded everyone
went into the hall and it meant this stage was
emptied. And this was also very interesting, and
I am considering, if that would be resumed now
it would be very wonderful. The concession
stands practically didn't work. There were no
concession stands. And it was such an
entertaining part.'®

" This is a reference to newsreels which would play before the films in much the same way film previews or
advertisements are played before the featured film in America (2010).
'8 The approximate time frame for her descriptions would be during the 1950s.



OUYCHb I/IHTepeCHOe U g CHUTAr0, 4TO
eciy ObI 3TO BOT ceiuac
BO300HOBHUJIOCH 3TO OBLIO OBI
OYCHB 310pOBO. [IpaKTHUECKHU HE
pabotanu 0ydersl. bByderos He
OBLI0. a BOT BOT TaKas
pasBiieKaTelIbHas YacTh ObLja.

20:05 | Kak mroau oeBairuch B KHHO? How did people dress at the movies?
Galina: JIroau mutm kak B T€atp, People went as if they were going to the
BOT JIIOJIH IIUTH KAK B TeaTp, theatre.’® They went as if to the theatre, and so
[I0TOMY OHHM OjieBanch Bo uro-To | they would dress in something elegant. It was
HapsITHOE ¥ TaK YTOOBI KaK B like in the old days. And the old grandmothers
cTapuny, ¥ 0aOyIIKKA TOBOPHIIH would say "go to see people and to show
IIIK Ha JIro/ieit mocMoTpeTh u cedst | yourself off."
I10Ka3aThb.

20:30 | Oto mbI 3HaeM. bpuin B Haha, this we know. Were there ticket checkers
kuHoteatpe Oomnerépoi? Ckospko | at the movies? How old were they usually?
UM OOBIYHO OBLIO JET?
Galina: butets! crommu nomuio, Ha | The tickets, | recall, cost, in my recollection, 30
MO€H IIOMSATH TPHILATH KOIICEK. kopecks.?® A ticket cost 30 kopecks. There were
Tpunuare Koreek CTOWI OUJIET. ushers. They tore the tickets, and we walked
bunerépsl Obu1H. braeTst through. But because everybody was so
orpeiBasd, mpoxoamiu. Bor. Ho | respectful, it practically never occurred that
TaK KakK BCE OYEHb C MIOYTCHHEM somebody got in without a ticket. This was
OBLIH, TO TPAKTUYECKU HE OBLIO, prevented, forbidden by the parents on one side
YTOOBI KTO-TO MPOCKOYMI Oe3 and the elders on the other, and not by the
ounera. ITO MPECEKaIoCh, checkers.
HaKa3bIBaJIOCh pPOAUTCIISAIMU, B
IIEPBYIO OYepeb, CTAPIINMH, a HE
ounerépamu.

21:25 | A rzme Bbl JIFOOWIN CUIETH U And where did you like to sit and why?
nouemy?

Galina: He Baxxno. He 65110
Takoro. BooO1ie s He 1000
CUJETH 0 IeHTpy. S mobIto
cuzaetb cooky. HasepHoe, B cuity
Moero pocta. Poct maneHbkui, u
€CIIM CUMIIb TIPSIMO U BIIEPEIU
T€0s1 CUIUT KTO-HUOYIb BEICOKUIA,
TO BCE. DTO HaHO OBLIO KaK-
HUOYNIb TaK CUACTh. A €Clu

It wasn't important. It wasn't like that. Generally
I don't like to sit in the center. | like to sit on the
side. Probably because of my height. I'm quite
short, and for somebody like me, if | sit straight
and somebody tall sits in front of me, then that's
the end! So | needed to find somewhere that
wasn't like that. And if one sits to the side, then
one can maneuver around and see everything.
We only considered this. Because the tickets

19 This statement indicates the position as high culture that Cinema and Film occupied in the Soviet Union.

% The price of thirty kopecks for a movie ticket is incredibly low. To put this in perspective: The price she quotes
for a movie ticket in 2009 is 200 roubles. Based on the 2009 exchange rate that would make the cost of a ticket less
than a penny, extraordinarily cheap even by 1950s standards.




CHIIUIIb COOKY, TO TJIe-TO TaK
MaHEBpPUPYEIb ¥ BCE BUIHO.
TOoJNIBKO 3TUM ONPENETATIOCH.
[ToTomy uTO OUIETHI OBLIN
OJIMHAKOBBIC HE3aBUCHMO OT TOTO
Kakoe MecTo. BxonHoii OuiteT ObLI
110 OJHOM LICHE.

were all the same, not specifying a particular
seat.

22:09 | ®wibMbI OBUTH HEMBIC WU Were the films silent or with sound? Black and
3ByKOBbIe? UepHo-Oenbie win white, or in color?
[[BETHLIE?
Galina: Besikue, pasubie. Bot All sort of different ones. Sometimes we week
uHorIa Opanu Ha ceanc mpocmotpa | to a silent film screening. And there was some
HEMBIX KUHO. U BOT TaM KaKoM- sort of Holiday of Saint Yorgan. The main role
HUOYy b TUna [Ipazonux Ceamozo | was played by Ilinskii.
FlogeeHa21. ['1aBHYIO posIb Urpal
Wnbuucknit? .

22:47 | A BOT g HE IOMHIO. I don’t really remember.

Galina: JlagHo pebsita, 4TOOBI HE
HaBparb. PuiIbM 3aMeyaTEIbHbIN,
cMemHoi. Bor ero wacro
IOKa3bIBAIM C HECKOJIBKUMHU
npyrumu punsmamu. Bor.Muorna
(GWIBMBI KOMIIOHOBAJIKMCH Tak. BoT
Bepa Xononnas. To ectb puiabmbl
COBEpILEHHO pa3Hble ObuIH. Ham
MOKa3bIBAJIM U YEpHO-Oelble, U
HeMbIE. A IIBETHBIE TIOLUIA FOpa3o
M03K€e, HaBepHOE, BCE-Taku. K
niectuaecaTsiM rogam. [npoko-
naHoaMmHble puibMbl. BoT Tam
HIECTBJECAT MEPBBIH, HIECTHIECAT
BTOpoil roa. llupoxkodopmaTHsie.
JJ1s 5TOTO OBIIIM MTOCTPOEHBI y HAC
JIBa KHHOTeaTpa. B nentpe
ropoza, B Pocrose-na-/lony. 1
ObUI TOJIBKO OJIMH UJIH JIBA
KMHOTeaTpa, re MOXXHO ObLIO
HOCMOTpPETh NIMPOKO(OPMATHBIE
¢unbmbl. KunorteaTps! Tuma
"Ukanosen"... 3To ctpousu. To
€CTh B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/Ia €ro
CTPOMJIIH, OBLT TOJIBKO OJIMH THII
9KpaHOB HebonpMX. U mostomy,
4TOOBI 3TOT PKPaH PacCHIUPUTh

Ok guys, so as not to lie. The film was
wonderful, funny. And it was frequently shown
with a few other films. So. Sometimes the films
were set up that way. Like Vera Kholodnaia. |
mean, the films were all different. We were
shown movies in both black and white, and in
color. And the ones in color were played much
later actually. In the sixties. Widescreen films.
In 61, ’62. Wide format. Two theaters were
built for this purpose. In the center of the city,
in Rostov on the Don. And there were only one
or two theaters where you could watch
widescreen films. The theater “Chkalovite” was
built. So, at that time when it was built, there
was only one kind of small screen. Therefore, in
order to widen the screen, the theater had to be
rebuilt. So, as | already said, we went to the
center of the city to see widescreen films. We
stood in line just to see them. The first film | can
recall is the American film “War and Peace”.
Not our film by Bondarchuk, but the American
film.

! Holiday of Saint Yorgan (Prazdnik Sviatogo Jorgena, Mezhrabpomfilm 1930) — A part-talkie Soviet comedy film.
?2 Tgor I’insky (1901-1987) — A soviet actor and favorite of director Vsevolod Myerehold.
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HYXXHO OBUIO IepecTpanBaTh
kuHoreatp. [loaTomy, ropopro yxe,
MBI YK€ CTaJIH, YTOOBI TOCMOTPETh
mUpoKoGopMaTHbIN GUITBM,
€3/I1JTH YK€ B IICHTpP ropoja.
CrienmanpHO CTOSUIM B O4Yepey,
4TOOBI HOCMOTPETH. [lepBblii
(GWIBM 3aLIOMHIIICS MHE
aMepHKaHCKui Boiina u mup®. He
narn prrsM Bormapuyka®, a
aMEepPUKAHCKUH PUiIbM.

24:52

Kaxkue ¢huimbMb1 ObLITH cCaMbIMU
MOMYJISIPHBIMH Y 3pUTENICH U
nouemy?

Which films were the most popular or most
watched and why?

Galina: ITonynsipabie GUIBEMBI,
BCE-TaKH MOMYIspPHBIC, 3TO
KJIacCHKa. DTO (PUIbMBI, KOTOPbIE
CTaJli 1O Hallel KJ1accuke, Mo
Yexony, no JloctoeBckomy,
MOTOMY YTO KJIACCHKA, OHA BCEraa
BocTpeOoBaHa. [lopoii uemoBek He
npounTaer kKuury. Mim Hexoraa
ObU10. Bpems ObL10 Takoe,dTo
OY€Hb MHOTO MPUXOIAUIOCH JIOISIM
paborars. Ha npousBoncree. U
notoM Ha ce6si. Hamo ctpouts
ObL10 OM WK yTo-TO. IloaToMy
YUTaTh BPEMEHH Y Jt0JIel ObLIO
Mmaio. 5l Bam rosopto, pedsdra, B
OCHOBHOM 0 paboueii cpene. Cpena
pabouas. A B IIKOJ€ BCE
MIPOXOIUIN 00SI3aTENbHYIO
nporpammy. Jt1o Kiaccuka. Ecnu
HE BCEro YUTaNIH, TO (hparMeHTaMu
yutanu. Toro ke JlocToeBckoro,
Toncroro, Anekces, JIbpa. U eciin
BUJICNHA (DUITBMBI HA 3TY TEMY,
KJIACCHKY, BCE IIIU. DTO BCE IILITU
CMOTpPETH. DTO BCEr/1a HHTEPECHO
ObL10 1151 BeeX. OTHU 3TO NUIH,
MOTOMY YTO 3TO IPOCTO UHTEPECHO
OBLJIO APYThIE IUTH CO3HATENBHO,
YTO 51 HE YMTAIA HO XOTh

The popular films, | would say, were the classics.
These films, which we came to call "the
classics," were based on Chekhov, on
Dostoevsky, because these, the classics, were
always acclaimed. The average person couldn't
read a book; they had no time. In those times,
everybody always had so much work to do. For
the collective, and then for themselves. They
always needed to build another house, or
something. So people had very little time for
reading. I'm talking mainly about the middle
class. And in school everything followed a
required program. This was the classics. If they
weren't read in full, they were read in fragments:
Dostoevsky, Tolstoy--both Alexei and Lev. And
if people saw that films based on these were
shown, everyone would go. Everybody would go
to watch. It was always interesting for all. People
would go alone, because it was just interesting,
others went more consciously; | had not read, but
| at least watched.

2 War and Peace (Paramount Pictures 1956) - The 1956 American/Italian War and Peace directed by King Vidor,
as opposed to the 1968 Soviet film directed by Sergei Bondarchuk
% \War and Peace (Voina i Mir, Mosfilm 1968) — Mentioned here as being directed by Sergei Bondarchuk
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HOCMOTPIO.

26:35 | B kuHOoTearpax yacto mokaseiBaau | Did they often show foreign films in the movie
uHHOCTpaHHbIe hribMbl 1 puibMbl | theaters, and if so films from which countries?
13 KaKuX cTpaH?

B o0miem BOT 3TH pOHTOBBIE In general they were “front” films which, which
(GHIEMBI KOTOPBIC, 8 KOTOPBIE were taken from the Germans. But these films
Obut 0TOOpaHbl y HeMIleB. BoT were also ours. I am relying on films that were
st uIpMBI 3T0 ToKe ¥ Hac. S tak | varied and good, bad, popular for German
nonarato ¢puibMbl OblH pasHeie 1 | audiences. And probably that it was good
XOPOIIIKE, IIOXHE, TOMY/ISPHbIE independently from language and nationality.
JUTSE HEMELIKOTO 3puTes. A And this good found resonance with our
HABEPHOE TO, YTO XOPOIIIee audiences and they watched with pleasure.
HE3aBUCUMO OT A3bIKa U

HalMOHAJIHOCTH OHO XOpoHIec. 1

IMO3TOMY 3TO XOpOUICC HAXOANUIIO

OTKJIMK Yy HAIICTO 3pUTCIIA U

CMOTPENH C YAOBOJIBECTBUEM.

27:40 | Bbl moMHHUTE, KaKOW-HUOY/Ib Do you remember any films which had problems
(GMIBMBL, y KOTOPOTO OBLITH with appearing on screen?
poOJIEMBI C BBIXOJIOM Ha dKpaH?
Galina: Bel 3Hacere, s TaKOro He You know, I do not remember such a thing, I
IIOMHIO, 5 TaK HE ITOMHIO. ITO don’t remember. That is because we were far
MIOTOMY YTO MbI ObLITH JaJCKH OT from these political games. We were quite far.
3THX monuTHueckux urp. Mol 6buti | We had an interesting life, during childhood an
Janeku, coBepiieHHo. Y Hac Obuta | interesting life. In school there was artistic self-
UHTEPECHas )KU3Hb, B JICTCTBE action, parades, and we were quite satisfied with
Obl1a HHTEepecHast xu3Hb. B mikone | what they showed us. Therefore, any problems
9TO XYI0KECTBEHHAS which accompanied films they put it on hold and
camoiesITennbHOCTh, cMOTphl UMbl | did not allow it. We simply did not know this.
JIOBOJIbCTBOBaJIMCh TeM, uTo Ham | Now | recognize, when | am watching the
nokassiBasid BojHe. [losTomy uncensored versions of our TV programs. Now |
KaKue TaM Ipo0JieMbl, KOTOpbIE recognize this. Earlier we didn’t know. We were
00513aTeJILHO COMYTCTBOBAIIU happy they showed them to us.
q)HJIBMaM, BOT 3T'0 ITIOCTAaBAT a
IMOTOM B IIPOKAT HE IIYCKAIOT. %181
9TOI0 MPOCTO HE 3HAJIH. 910 5
cerygac Y3Haro, Kkorjga s1 CMOTpPrO
p8306J'IaLII/ITeJ'II>HBIC mporpaMmel,
Hamrero teneBuaeHUA. Celgac 3To
Y3Haro. Panpime Me1 3TOTO HE
3HAJIIA. MBI paoBaIMCh TOMY 4TO
HaM IIOKa3bIBAJIU.

28:52 | Kak BbI y3HaBaJM 0 pernepryape How did you learn about the repertoire of the

KMHOTEATPOB?

movie theaters?

Galina: Apumm. B nauane s Bam
ropopuia. B Hauane 310 Ob11

Posters. In the beginning | told you. First, there
was the survey of our committee. That means, the




OMpPOC HAIIEro, BOT, KOMHUTETA.
3HAYUT, KOMUTET,ATON OKPYTH,
KOTOPBIH, «ThI YEro XOTEll
nocMotpeTb?» «Bot Yanaesa.» «A
61 uero?» « Ipo Yuakosa® » u
Tak nanee. Bot aTo cobupanoch u
[epe1aBaloch B COOTBETCTBYIOIINE
WHCTAHIIMH, U HA OCHOBaHHUH
onpocoB nokaseiBanu. Korga
¢buiIbM, KOr/1a MOCTPOUITU
KMHOTEATp, TO YXKE IPOCTO BOT
BhIBemuBany adpumu. M3 adumm
MBI BUJIENIH PENEPTYap Ha HEJEIIO,
U u3 3TOr0 ucxojs, 101
BbIOMpAJIN, YTO UM HAJI0 CMOTPETH,
4TO HE HAJO.

committee, of this district, which, “What did you
want to watch?” “Chapaev.” “And you?”
“Admiral Ushakov.” And so on. This was
collected and passed to the appropriate
authorities, and based on these surveys we were
shown (films). When a film, when they built a
movie theater, they simply hung out posters.
From the posters we saw the repertoire for the
week, and proceeding from this, people chose
what they needed to see and what they did not.

29:50 | Kak pexiambl kinHO n3MeHuanck ¢ | How did advertisements of movies change from
COBETCKOr0 BpEMEHHU? the Soviet period?
Galina: ITocne coBerckoro? After the Soviet period?

29:57 | Kak pekjama H3MEHHIACH C How did an advertisement change from the

COBETCKOI'0 BpEMEHU?

Soviet period?

Galina: C tex Bpemén. Haunewm c
TOTO, 4TO 32 JIEBSIHOCTHIE TOJbI BCE
KMHOTEATphl IPaAKTUYECKU
3akpbuh. Mx
nepenpo@uInpoBaiu B TOProBbIe
TOYKH. DTO OYEHB IPYCTHO.
BwmecTo Toro, 4TroObI KHHO B
MaccChl, Y HaC KMHO BC€ 3akppuin. U
ceryac B rOpoJie y HaC KHHOTEaTpPhbl
0 MaJIbI[AaM CYeCTh OYKBaJIbHO.
Ha Hesckom Tpu kuHOTEatpa. A
TaK y Hac CHeUaIn3upOBaHHbIE
ObL1M KuHOTEaTpbl. KuHoTteatp
"3nanne Cuna". Kunoteatp, B
KOTOPOM Thl CMOTPHILB YTO-TO
CIIEIHAIbHOE, YTO TeOs
unrepecyer. IIpo HJIO. To ects,
ClielIMaIN3upOBaHHbIE "3HAHUE U
cuia" 3HAUUT Hay4YHbIE KaKue-
HUOyIb nporpammbl. Tebe He
XOUETCS] CMOTPETH KIIACCUKY MU
MIPOCTO KaKEU-TO UMIIOPTHBIE WU
3apyOexHbie GuabMbl. BoT moam

From those times. We will begin from when in
the 1990s practically all the movie theaters
closed. They were converted into shopping
centers. It is very sad. Instead of cinema for the
masses, all of our cinemas are closed. A now you
can literally count the movie theaters we have on
your fingers. On Nevsky there are three theaters.
And so we had specialized theaters. The movie
theater “Knowledge is Power”. A theater in
which you watch something special that interests
you. About UFOs. The specialties of
“Knowledge is Power” are any kind of scientific
programs. One doesn't want to watch the classics
or just some kind of imported or foreign films.
But people watched these films. The theaters
were placed in a central location of a small
residential area. For any neighborhood, there was
always a theater. They didn't manage to finish
building ours here at the corner across from
house #41. They began to build ours here in '85.
They had already cleared the area, and then
something brought it to a halt. And then the '90s
started, and they began to build a house. So the

% Admiral Ushakov (Ushakov, Mosfilm 1953) — A Russian film about the famous Imperial Russian admiral
Ushakov (1745-1817).
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CMOTpEJH TaKue (PUIbMBI.
Kunotearps! 66111 U3 pacuéra
HaCEJEHHBIN MMyHKT HEOOJIBIION,
o0s13aTenbHO, KuHOTEaTp.Kakoii-To
paiioH, 00s3aTeabHO KUHOTEATp. Y
HAC 37IeChb HE yCIIeIH MOCTPOUTh
BOT TYT Ha yIi1y IpsiIMO A0M 4 1bIif.
VY Hac 31echk B 850M rony
coOupauch CTpOUTh . YKe
pacuucTi momaaky. M morom
YTO-TO 3aTPOMO3UIH. A IIOTOM
JIEBaHOCTHIN roJ rpsiHys. U moma
ctayu ctpoutsb. [loaTOMy pexnama
oHa cooTBeTcTBeHHO. Ecnu ¢pumpm
KaKOW-TO HaJl0 ObLJIO OUYEHb
MOMYJISIPU3UPOBATH, YTOOBI
HIMPOKO CPEAU JIKOJIEH OH, BOT ATY
peKiIaMy Ha BCeX... Ha yaulax, Ha
cTOJI0aX BOT
00513aTeNbHOMOKA3bIBATIU PEKIIAMBI
Kakoi (uiIbM HaZ0 CMOTPETH,TO
€CTh BOT-BOT HaJl0 cMOTpeTh. KTo-
TO ILIEJ Ha ATY peKJiIaMy, KTO-TO HE
1Ied.

advertising is reflected. If some film had to
promote itself to a wide variety of people, there
were advertisements everywhere: in the streets,
on the telephone poles there were always ads
shown: some film is a must-see, you have to see
it. Some go because of an ad, some don't.

32:22

V¥ Bac 6s11 TeneBuzop? Korna Ber
KyIWIN ero, Bel Xouimu B KHHO
0oJIbIIIe WM MEHbIIE?

Did you have a television? When you bought it,
did you go to the movies more or less often?

Galina: TeneBu3op Koraa Kymuiy,
MBI CMOTpENH (PUIBMOB OO0JIbILE
KOHEYHO T10 TEJIEBU30PY TOTOMY
YTO HY 3TO HY HE yXO0/I U3 IoMa
KaK roBOpHUTCH, HO... Ho ecnu men
TaKoH MHUPOKO(POPMATHBIH
NaHOPaMHBINA (UIIBM , TO KOHEUHO
MBI IUTM B KUHOTEATp 3TO B
OCHOBHOM HY HaM IPOCTO OJIN3KO
371€Ch, 3TO ABpOpa, 3TO MOCIEAHUM
¢wieM o Typreney... I1o
TypreneBy, kak GpuiIbM
Ha3bIBaeTCs HE NOMHIO... Ho
MaHOpPaMHBINA (DUIIBM U OH OYEHb
XOpOIIO OBLIO MOKa3aHO MPUPOAA -
MpUpoaa BOT CPEAHEN MOJIOCHI
Poccum, npupona ¢
BEJIMKOJICTTHBIMU STUMU MapKaMU,
B KOTOPBIX CTPOMJIUCH KOTJa-TO

more often on TV, of course, because, well, this
1s not leaving one’s house, as they say, but...But
if some wide-screen panoramic film came, the of
course we went to the movie theater generally; it
was just close to us, with Aurora, the latest film
of Turgenev...I don’t remember what the film of
Turgenev was called...but it was a wide-screen
film and it had a very good depiction of nature—
nature and the natural environment of Russia, the
glorious parks, in which aristocratic mansions
once were built. And these...all nature, the
panoramic screen brought it all to a person in that
setting, you can’t see it on a television, so we
went to the movie theater for those films and
watched, and again, and already before a single
advertisement existed, people by themselves
understand, what is good, what is bad, what you
need to see and what you don’t. Somebody goes
to see “Gladiator,” somebody goes to see




6apckue ycaas0bl. M BOT 3TH BOT...
Bces mpuponaa, Bcst BOT 3Ta
naHopaMa OHa IEePeHOCHIIa
YyelioBeKa B Ty Cpelly, 3TO 0
TEJIEBU30PY TO HE YBUJIECUIb,
M03TOMY Ha Takue (PUIbMbI MbI
IIJTM B KHHOTEATP U CMOTPEIH, U
OIISIThb-TAKU ITO YK€ Kak Obl Kakas
pekiiaMa He Oblia, caMu BeJb JIFOIU
MOHUMAIOT, YTO XOPOUIO, YTO
IUI0X0, HAJI0 JIU Te0e 3TO CMOTPETh
win He Hajo. KTo-To uaer
CMOTpPETH [ Jza()uamogazs, KTO-TO
HUJIET CMOTPETh MZMZN. To ectb
COBEpUIEHHO pa3Hble. Bee?

“Mumu.” So it’s entirely different. Is that all?

34:18

Bbl moMHUTE (DUIBEMBI BO BpeMst
Boiinbl? Ilocne BoiiHbI? B
BOCMHU/IECATHIE ToAbl? Bo Bpems
epECTPOUKH?

Do you remember wartime films? After the war?
In the eighties? During perestroika?

Galina: 3HauuT BO BpeMsi BOWHBI 5
ObLIa MaJICHbKAs, S POJIUIIACK,
MO3TOMY 51 HUYETO HE TTIOMHIO BO
BpeMsi BOMHBI. [locne-nocie BOMHbI
BOT s BaM CKa3aJla IOMHIO OYEHb
caMblii, HY TOMOEMY 3TO OJIMH U3
MepBbIX (PHIBMOB OBLI 3TO BOT
«Yamnae». BoT u3 Hamux GpuibMoB
HaMX GUIBMOB OY€Hb MHOTO, HY
OHM HaBEPHO HUYETO HE CKAXKYT,

JIEBYIIKA. ..

You know, during the war | was little, | had just
been born, so I don’t remember anything about
the wartime. After the war, as | told you, |
remember it was much the same; | think one of
the first films was “Chapaev.” There are many,
many of our films, but they probably don’t say
anything about them, young lady...

A B BoCBMUIECATHIE?

And in the eighties?

Galina: Ceituac ckaxy... B
CEMH/IECSITIC, B CEMHIECITHIE ATO
MBI YK€ YUUIHCh, YTO TOKE HE
OUYCHb XOMIIM B KUHO. Korya B
WHCTUTYTE YYMUIIaCh MBI MAJIO
XOIWJIM B KHHO HEKOI'Ia OBLIO
XOJUTh B KuHO. [loToMy uTO KOTIa
MBI YYHIIUCH 3/1€Ch, TO MBI XOIAJIN
B T€ATPbI, B My3¢H, KUHO MBI
CUUTAJIM YTO 3TO OT HAC HE YHJET,
€ro BCer/ia MOKaXYT.

Now I will say...in the seventies, in the
seventies, we have already learned, that people
also didn’t go very often to the theater. When |
studied at the institute we went to the theater
rarely; we didn’t have time. Because went we
studied here, we went to the theater, to the
museum, we believed that movies were
unbecoming to us; they are always showing them

% Gladiator (Dreamworks 2000) — A 2000 film starring Russell Crowe and directed by Ridley Scott about an
ancient Roman gladiator.
2" Mu-mu (Mu-mu, VGTRK 1998) — A remake of a 1959 film based on the Turgenev story of the same name,
directed by Yuri Grymov.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gladiator_(2000_film)
http://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%9C%D1%83-%D0%BC%D1%83_(%D1%84%D0%B8%D0%BB%D1%8C%D0%BC,_1998)

IIpaBunbHO.

Right.

Galina: IToaToMy B KHHO MBI
XOJIMJIA MEHBIIIE M PEXKE.

So we went to the movies less and less.

35:51 | A BO Bpemst mepecTpoiiku? And during Perestroika?
Galina: A Bo Bpems nepectpoiiku | During Perestroika, we simply stopped going to
MBI IIPOCTO MepecTain XoauTh Ha | the movies, because the theaters close to us had
(HIIEMBI, TTIOTOMO YTO HAI{ all closed. We had the theater Priboy, but we
OnmKaiie KWHOTeaTphl BCe went and watched certain films like films about
3aKpBLIKCH. JTO, @ KHHOTEATp y submariners, because it was our profession.
Hac Obu1 [Ipuboii, HO HEKOTOpHIE
(GUIBEMBI THIIA TAKOTO QUIBMA O
NMOoABOAHHKAX Mbl CMOTPCIIH,
X0oujiy, IMOTOMY 4TO 9TO OBLIO
Haie npodeccHoHAIBHOE.

36:15 | A uro BeI ymaete 00 u3menenusx | And what do you think about developments at the
B KUHOTeaTpax cerlvac? movie theaters today?
Galina: Hy s tymaro 4To B KOHIIE Well, 1 think that eventually people will come
KOHIIOB BCE paBHO MpPUAYT, ceiiuac | just the same. People are now beginning, well, to
HAYMHAIOT JII0/IeH Hy mpuBiiekath | be attracted to the movie theaters, beginning to
K KHHOTEaTpaM, HAYMHAIOT be attracted to and become familiar with such
NPUBJIEKATh U TIOKa30M Takux BOT | films as there are now...like that age?
buIpMOB Kak ceivac... Kak sator
nepuon’?

36:48 Jle THUKOBBII Ice Age
Galina: Jleonuxoewiii nepuod™, We have “Ice Age”, “Gladiator”, also some
I'naouamoput y Hac, npuueM y Hac | places we have lottery tickets, tokens there, in
9TO TJe-HUOY/Ib BHIUTPBIIIHBIC any of these, in offices some places. There,
OWJIETBI, )KETOHBI TaM, Ha ITHX where any marketing is conducted. 1f someone
BCSIKUX, B OHcax Te HUOY/Ib. there wins, then they were given tickets. But
Tam, TJIe TPOBOUTCS BCSIKHIA apparently it is not very successful, because on
MapkeTHHT. Eciu kTo-To Tam the outskirts, the movie theaters haven’t been
BBIUTPBIBACT, TO BPYYAINCh revived.
omnetsl. Ho BuanMo He o4eHb
yAaeTcsd, HOTOMY UTO Ha OKpanHax
KHHOTCATPbI HC OXKUJIN.

37:30 | A BHI ceifuac X0IUTE B KUHO? And do you go to the movies now?
Galina: Her. No.

37:35 | Ilouemy Het? Why not?

Galina: Hy meHst ockopOJsfoT

1IeHbI OMsIeTOB. MeHsT OCKOpPOJISIOT.

[ToToMy YTO MBI IPUBBIKIIHU, YTO
3TO CaMO€ MacCoOBOE, CaMoe
nocrynHoe. [loaToMy aTo Bee
Mory nocmorpetrb. Ho 3a neectn

Well, the price of tickets outrages me. It
outrages me. Because we became accustomed to
the most wholesale, most affordable prices. So
that is all I can see. But at two hundred rubles to
buy a ticket, pensioners can’t buy them.

% |ce Age (Blue Sky Studios 2002) — An American animated film about animals fleeing the ice age.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ice_Age_(film)

pyOsieil Ouier KynuTh IEHCHOHEPHI
HE MOTYT.

38:02 A BaM HpAaBSTCS KaKkue-HUOY/Ib And do you like any movies that are playing
(UIBEMBI, KOTOPBIE UIIYT ceiuac? now?
Galina: 4 He xoxy ceiiyac. A To, | don’t go now. And sometimes you look, and
YTO MHOT/Ia IIOCMOTPHIIIb, HE they aren’t printed. Idon’t like it. Well, there
BreuaTiisgeT. Her ne HpaButcs. Hy | you see how little I’ve told you all.
BOT BUJIMTE KaK MaJIO s BaM BCETO
pacckasana.

38:45 | Zhenia: Her. Bl pacckazaim No. You told us a lot, Galina Nesterovna. So

O4eHb MHOTO, ['anmuua HectepoBHa.
Cronbko unpopmaru. Ham eé
TOJIBKO, TOJIBKO U3Yy4aTh U U3y4aTh.
Cnacu0o 00J1bIIIOE.

much information. You’ve taught us and taught
us. Thank you very much.

Galina: ITotomy 4To HH JaT.
IToTomy 4TO, €ciM BOT TaKk
BCIIOMHUHATh, MOYXHO BCIIOMUHATh
aKTEepOB, KOTOPHIE 3aIOMUHAIUC.
Bot He nomuub GpuiabM, HO BOT
aKTepoB, poTorpadum crapbix
aktepoB. Ho BOT xoauin nHoraa
Ha (UIBM, BOT CIOXKET HE
MHTEPECEH, HO aKTepCKas Urpa.
Kak B Teatp. B tearp xoaunu Ha
CMoKTYHOBCKOro”?, Ha
Bacunaumsmn. Ceifac XosT Ha
Auncy ®@peiinumx®’. He BakHo
Ha Kako cnekrakiab. MHoraa
Takas MyTh roiy0as. beccroxeTHo,
HEUHTEPECHO, HO UTPa aKTEPOB
3axBarbiBacT. Maémb Ha akTEPOB.
Tak u B punbmax. JIroOuMIIB! TOTO
nepuosa. BOT HECKOIBKO aKTepOB
KngeU;OBLI32. Onu He
poAcTBEHHUKU. DaMuiIus Takas.
Auxekcanap Kysuenos®. Tlotom
AmHaronuit Ky3HGgOB34. Amnaronuit

Because not when...because if it is possible to
remember like this, to remember the actors, who
stick to your memory. You don’t remember the
films, but you do remember the actors, and
photographs of the old actors. We sometimes
went to see a film, but the plot wasn’t important,
but the acting was. Like in the theater. In the
theater we [they?] went to see Smoktunovsky,
Basilashvili. Now they go to see Alica
Freindlich. Which play isn’t important.
Sometimes it’s just like a blue blur. Plotless
doesn’t matter, but the acting is gripping. You
go for the actors, just like in film. The favorites
of that era. Especially some of the Kuznetsov
actors. They’re not related, they just have the
same last name. Alexander Kuznetsov, then
Anatoly Kuznetsov. Anatoly Kuznetsov was in
White Sun of the Desert. Well, there were many,
many films in which we went to see the acting
because of these actors’ last name. One won’t be
able to talk about this with Americans. For
example, Alexei Batalov. The Lady with the
Dog. Everyone was in love with Batalov, and so

% Innokenty Smoktunovsky (1925-1994) was a famous Soviet actor, awarded the People’s Artist of the USSR in
1974 and named a Hero of Socialist Labor in 1990.
¥ QOleg Valerianovich Basiliashvili (born 1934) is a famous Soviet actor and Russian politician.

%1 Alisa Freindlich (born 1934) is a famous Soviet and Russian actress.

%2 A group of actors who weren’t related but had the same last name.

% Alexander Kuznetsov (born 1959) a Russian actor who frequently stars in American productions.
 Anatoly Kuznetsov (born 1930) a Soviet actor famous for his role in White Sun of the Desert.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smoktunovsky
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basilashvili
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alice_Freindlich
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_Kuznetsov_(actor)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anatoly_Kuznetsov_(actor)

Ky3HueroB--3to benoe connue on. The thing is, it is for that reason | want to

nycmuinu® . Hy MHOTO, MHOTO talk about that. Films, film occupies a greater
(GUIBMOB, B KOTOPBIX MBI XOIHIIN place in the ordinary life of a Soviet person. A
CMOTPETH aKTEPCKYIO UTPY. visit to the theater was not always affordable.
[ToTomy 4uTo Takue pamMuiIuu But a movie theater, there was always one close
akTepoB. AmepukaHiiam He o ueM | by. Everyone always went to the movie theater,
Oyner roBoputh. Hampumep, both young and old.

Aunexceii Batanos*®. Java ¢
cobauxoii’'. B Baranosa Bce
BirOOJIeHs! ObUIH. U Tak naiiee.
To ecTb, 715 4ero Xo4y cKas3arh
370. PUILMBI, KHHO 3aHUMAJIO
00JIbI1I0E MECTO B )KU3HH IIPOCTOTO
COBETCKOTro uejioBeka. He Bcerma
OBLIO IOCTYIHO MOCEIICHUE
TeaTpoB. A BOT KMHOTEATp, OH
ObL11 Bceraa psaoM. Kunorearp
MOCEIIAIM BCE OT MaJia 10 BEJIHKA.

41:50 | Cnacu6o 6onbiioe, [annHa Thank you very much, Galina Nesterovna.
HecreposHa.

% White Sun of the Desert (Beloye solntse pustyni, Lenfilm 1969) — an immensely popular western and musical
Soviet film about the Russian Civil War on the Caspian Sea.

% Alexei Batalov (born 1928) — a Soviet actor famous for his roles in literary adaptations and the drama Moscow
Doesn’t Believe in Tears.

%" The Lady with the Dog (Dama s Sabakoi, Lenfilm 1960) — a Soviet drama based on the Chekov short story of the
same name.
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