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a
s0 embarr/qssed by having him come to her house all the time
for business. Well, he was the one who had got after her to

do something about this Chinese collection because he obviously

was trying to fix ger estate%@»and ﬁe#em%with all these

objects going 1nto an est.ate and having the evaluation of the

estate go astron@a@ical and so forth '4/11: would be a big,&,témzém
e %

tax. WFbe felt that it vas much better for her togive

everything away am<

it in her possession until she died because that's what she
wanted. It didn't matter afterwards, anyway. So/%he went
to Harvard)“and they said, "Well, we'll take this, this, this& N
but not that)" and Mx)'. Pickford said, "No. I don't advise
you to do that. Thef:re selecting. You're left with all the
rest of it." The Boston Museum was willing to take some ob-
jects) but not all of it. By the time they got to us s you see,
they realized the only way they were going to get rid of the
collection was to give it away completely and without any
strings, which we finally did arrangeC ; ‘\ r. Dozier was the
one who got us into it and of—eoars&,;he arranged for her to
come down here with her husbandj, WWM
& they went over and saw where we had planned to put the
collgctiox;ﬂ over in Ba.z}i'ett Hall. We were going to re-design
the room and cases a&d—ee—fa-%? and fix it all up. Here

agairyﬂ got involved with the color of the walls and every-
thing elog,ac all thls cgiorful Oriental stuff we~designeds

%he——neem—an?toned down all the architectural features by
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painting everything tones of grayo‘aﬁ ’g/hen we tock a rug

that had been given the college by one ’bf the Blow family
and’éhis was a ‘rugb that had been made on one of the Medi-
terranean islands and 1t was goat hair -~ horrible thing )

but very colorful)-)-‘zfénd we put it in there@&n&-&ﬁ:es%ne-»
Robep-%m%zell, it didn't fit. It needed about that M
cut off eacl; side,and so what else to do? We couldn't use

it anywhere else) so this tremendous rug was cut all along

T3

the edge )and 15 presumably'\up in the top of Barretiy pre

grated.

%aaomﬁ%, Weiﬂ%iwnrs. Chatfield Taylor was the one who

gave it to us, and like all of these people who give things
like thai;&lthey don't realize what they're giving)’iaﬁg I
't;hig%< there've been at various timej repercussions as to
where that poor rug endedwup. It was in the Brafferton
for a long time. TS%;G;? took Mrs. Pickford back to the
gresident's Eouse ’and sald good night.,)and then she went
};ack to Bost;n( R P{he lived in an apartment in Brookliné.
President Pomfret called on hef once and said that when
he walked through her apartmen% it was a matter of finding
his way between object‘s:all over the floor, all over the
place, And so when she died the whole collection came down
here in a fifty-foot van, completely filled with barrels
and boxe:s and so forth ) and we put them in the %)resident's’

_pouse }-E I suppose it's the office right next to the

e
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president's house, a larger building -~ and tha% /tfilled({
< Z '

en we had to find

out what we had. Andrew Ha:.g s 2 professor of music, ‘?
had a friend wi¢ he'd gone to school with in Michigan who
was the director of the Freer Gallery in Washington. The
Freer Gallery by#;nqﬁlarge is the only real Oriental
gallery in this countr w2

prexcept for what they've got from

sone of the other Freer collections such as the Peacock
~7Room ﬁ"; Whistler s but their specialty is Chinese and
Japanese things. &xd 50 we got in touch with him and he
came down and went through the wholetthing with us and he
told us what to keep and what we could do anything we wanted
to with. And we made some mistakes....}‘here's no doubt about
it. We didn't have any place to store it. We should have
stored the stuff and really been more careful, but we didn't.
We had to get rid of it; we had to clean out thatrvoom. So,s*=
we turned over probably 60 per\c‘;:;:ent of the collection to
Billy Bozarth,the auctioneey, who began selling it and-he—72-

o
dng-3d for practically nothing and all over 13:\1:%@\,

I imagine, are pieces /i\n that collection. I've got a couple

¥5 .
of pleces of it I bought =- a little statu,ge fo:/‘m
Lazsy yqu knowgz some—of—these*‘chingﬁz and go that's where
it went.\ \The selected pieces were taken over and put in

. > ;EE['\ e
the room that was designed in Barrett.~We—had-college archi-
A

tect, Mr. Major, drew up the plans for the cases. The
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cases were made in Richmond)'
'\(
the room on a special pedastal was the Huan Yin, thefEfd mode of Qecig'r)

wd’at the end of

Co% which took an awful beating from the students
because they very soon found out they could stick pennies
into the cracks)and they began to damage the poor thing.
It's terrible what they.did.- m&mmwﬁf

m-of»thﬁ!% We stored a lot of things ) and then seme—of

-the—deans—wm-woll; for—instancey the dean of.women or the

—— -

_assistant dean of vomen, ‘thephad-¥n-office-over-there. .anthy

some ©f the things ended up in their office and things be=

)
gan to move around and so forth. Then finally/éthe girls

themselves/{demanded that the whole damn thing be taken
out."‘{' they wanted that room for entertaining and study )and

I don't blame them. It was a rather dark and dnmgy  room.

We got a special sorf/%f Chinese lamps )'aad?zthe tables were

WW"WM é:hey were old college tables
that were simply painted, that's alﬁj ﬁud <therZ we had runners

d}

. /
builiding when this fiat came down, "Move}" and so everything

e had moved into the new

was taken over to the fine arts building and chucked into our
storage room except for a few pieces that were hither and yon.

T
The big screen was in the presi.dent's house and @ &w\‘épgee& @ ‘ﬁ"? *7

-dike ths

TG,

361 see, Ehe
whoTe e611ection ¢akie down here-withoutary svaluation-or-any<t>

the Chinese collection.“ hen.M
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~things Wmdrwmwwuwswmawsm ‘Wad G~

- just-kept-id. mm@msremw@p%kmﬁewheﬁﬂmmgj
m@g& Am&moﬂ -1448,098z. 1nthe..arte

&M%Mmmimm@mmmm

Eod S0 /i'he most expensive items, such as the
nerve Z TYures
two pink quartsz 4 aTe ovér in his house. Now one of these

was valued at the time that Mrs. Pickfordsbought it years
ago for some $6 ,OOO) so I don't know what the valuation of
that is. Actuallyﬂthe other) which doesn't have as high a

i3
valuation, most experts say/li-t—ks’-ae%mi@ a better piece )

X he ek Yo so that may mean it's more valuable.% The costumes that she

. f? & & hundeed
g o€ bought -~ and she had nearly /QQ\hustumes ~= we finally

! - 1n desperation turned over to the theater and e
uthaa@&wI don't know what they've done with- 5@ We=—-
They want the room,and they're not too keen on keeping them.
So, here you are,  you see, -~ room and storage space -emd
m and these things. Last year we had a brief exhi-
bition of some of the objects over in the college library.

Williams: -Fhis———you Ty feel Iré6  to-say-you'd-rather-not-speak
aboldbmm.bid I know that you were good friends with the
Pomfrets 3. amd&wmdemdmha:b%@em@m%«fe&l&mgwawww

he has not spoken about the problems that led to his resigna-

/

tion el what ‘hisﬁ feelings toward the college wad a.fi:e::'wza‘rds.7

Thorne: I don't lmow what his feelings toward the college are ﬁut I
can tell you this@%*#'myou see, it's pretty

—
P
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hard to say. We had a coach called Barney Wilson ,who was
coach of basketball. Barney was a very smart character,
intelligent,and then we had a coach who was also director of
athletics, Rube McCray. Rube was noi';z gmart. He was a good
coachs fe got along with the boys very well by;ﬂ-landﬁarge@
%Pe iqn't smoke, he didn't drink; he'd swear at the

boys Monce;\;\ae auhile, something like that. BubyE-tomt
"mmrwi;he reason that Pomfret left here, you see, is a
veryppéiulia.r situation. -T-—-thiwvle-what-happened-was-that.
~Barney Wilson-figured out-a-way-to-get-at-these-things—and--
-L.don\¢-know-whether-the-regulabion-was-in-operation-then-or....
noby-bat }here're some very peculiar things about this busi-
ness".».,}#ox; in the first place the athletic department got

%old of tlfse transeripts from the high schools? Usuall;g/( the
transciipts is sent direégfto the dean of admissions. NOM

the dean of admissions, as you know, at that time was Dean

Lambert. Now,.d--don.l

oy

foasbi o
%I think that one migh%\Dean Lanbert /Lea:cepting these records

mne (328G oms

this is just a personal thing}

from the physical ed. department. WNow there's another thing. he was
vszvhav%not only dean of admissions,but I think he was also

ragistré;? then, you see. It's all balled up. 4nd he had

taken over because Miss Alsop had suddenly been tak’en to the

hospital (she'd just gone off her rocker)> and I think there's

a lot of balled up mess here, you see. Then you had a dean MNelssn Hsnshall ]

who was riding a moral white horse and didn't have too much

common sense. You have pooz;//(old Rube)mo isn't too bright) and
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then you get Vandeweghe in the picture, you see. [ v‘*{:}ny\
Barney suggesi&edﬂfbhﬁ:nkﬁ??té Rubé -that since he had fired
Vandeweghe -- Vandeweghe was really a skunk. He treated his
wife terribl% ; he was running _off with other woémen and that
sort of thing. But Vandeweghé really didn't have anything to
(oot o scS;\Aabj@ )
do with this. Vandeweghe was down at Fort Bustis as special
officer in c’;mrge of some athletic programs) and they tiied to
put the blame on him. Well, it didn't work. It backfired and
the next thing you Imo%Barney Wilson is fired) and Rube
MceCray gets into a hassle with Vandeweghé -~ calls him all
sorts of names and Vandeweghe calls him all sorts of names.
And then Vandeweghe goes to the press. So this whole thing
was above and beyond Pomfret's control. I think the minute
he found out anything was crooked he Mave fired the
menMM%hejZAls%you mast remembe% that he had a]@aa%]
’f&@‘ resigned soﬁl&to/Speak. He hadd't announced his resigna-
tionj’:bu el'd al;ﬁ ready accepted the job out in Galifornia be=
cause he had been mistreated by the boardﬁé He sald he muld
never go back to that bo{(ard aga.:.n} and he %oldmhipsmwifea,mh%a:m
told a1l of us, hevsai%g’ne&shouldn't have to stand that.

-and-he-sedd-Fim-1not-going-$0-be-hore-and-s0-ho-Has- FERdu o dowims

and once this mess was creaded he sent his resignation to them e Hufvtmfﬁm
Lilorory | saying "I'lﬁithdraw 1f you wish me to" and they said,ntNo,

we're going to investigate" aaé?‘bhey came and investigated and-

ﬁbhey-&nves‘bigate'd%what he had done in all this mess )and they

said"'fou“'re clean as far as we're concerned. Come on out."
)
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So that's how he left. So it was a very unfortunate thing.
Also, peaple.s the last night they were herejwe ‘all- were
over at his house )and there was Johnny Hocutt and Jimmy
Fowler and some'-:others:{\'rernon Geddyﬂ “and they were telling
Jack all about this manipulation and all these scandals

about the building of the lodges and so forth <= other

lng.of .the.lodges
ansomethingm@&seaW‘mmay—ﬂ%he said, "Now look, not
one of you ever told me a thing about this. You seem to know

scandals;‘wf—'dmﬁt-‘whe%hw»i@«

a lot about this. I can't fire people or I can't get rid of
people or I can't do a thing without facts. You assume that
I know; I don't." This upset him a great deal because here were
ape these people that asmed he was letting these things
slide)but he didn't know.‘if’?Of course, Charlie Duke was in-
volved with a lot of this stuff@z-ma Charlie -was—-&¢ had
sold Pomfret on backing the :athletic program. I can hear
him now, "Boss, let's goc;ifand see the boys play.™ And
Pomfret said, "I don't want to go out there." So it was a
very peculiar thing. 8@ I think he felt hurt @nd I think
rightly s%because somec6fthis best friends here -~ I got
into an ai'gument one night down in a private house)fénd I don't
want to mention the name% ,47 but I got so mad I almost hit
someone because the way they were sniping at him behind his
back@‘e@/yet some of these very peoplewwho were sniping at

him latef were the ones that went over there and drooled

sbout him when he was leaving. It was terrible ibee&use—h?,
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He didn't do things the way they would have done it)or ‘ecauses

Williams:

Thorne:

they knew things he didn't knoy,}
uceaésdnl%«»gewtmhamﬁ So I don't think Pomfret eve® really

left here with a very nice taste in his mouth. You see, the

board moreﬁ‘énfiess didn't tell him the truth in the first
place. The Board of Visitors had elected him, yes. When
he asked vhewp;zave:%een elected unanimously',, they
said;/zes . Well, that wagn"t quite true. There had been a

compl;te split on the board and I can't remembez;{I think

)
it was seven and seven and Lancaster wes—the—vdd-manzand

(superintendent of public instruction ja ho had an ex-officio
vot%‘) and—-l%{was the one that threw it to Pomfret. They.
evidently fought a long time before this situation developed )
«alﬁ(‘ it was actually deac@locked ) and they realized that
neither man could really W:Ln;/M so that was how that hap=-

pened. And then, of course, they told the person on the
telephone -- WI think Gordon Bohannon was the
rector -~ to say) You've been elected unanimousls;“ which
you know, I suppose/ﬂlegall;yz is correct‘but it meant that
he came into office in 1942 with a split board,and he didn't
know it.

He didn't know it until ~ -

afoe

I don't think anything really happened until/\Gordon Bohannon
hetF died. TYou see, the minute after Gordon Bohamnon died then
you began to run up against a board that had a rector that was

of the opposite faction. It was terrible. The lies that were

e
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Wwete iparedible.
committed in all this, too, vas/\-teazribkge Now}” the elction

of Bomfret -- there was a committee of ’chj— cbeaand- ch met -
Beod 45
with the *faeu&'b'raﬁ-Dr. Morton was one of the older members
of the faculty;;’he net with Channing Hall\ who was mayor of
the town who was also on the Board of Visitors. Latez;,gwhen
they elected Chandler I went to Chaxming)and I said, "Chamning,
isn't it true that there was a faculty committee that worked
with you?" He saidj '"Yes." And I said, "Why do you keep
quiet? Why do you let things go on like this?" Well, it's
‘a1l water under the bridge.‘ When Admiral Charidler wa#nade
the chancellor there was again politicking going on. Virginia
politics is really a peculiar operation. I was in Richmond
and had a meeting with Colonel Fitzroy of the Richmond Area
University Center ) and afterwards we were talking on the side~
walk as I left“and he said, "What's going on down at William
and Mary?" And I saidg "I don't know. What do you mean?" He
said, "They've just made Admiral Chandler the chancellor. I
think the ¥irginia politicians are like the Chinese -~ they're
setting him up for a kill." And this is our trouble; this has
been our itrouble. All of the boards up until recently have
been more or less dominated by Virginians and a great many of
them are not even alumni of the college )&rﬁzso you get into
all sorts of sheé?nanigans. For inst.ar;z%, Shewmake was rector
of the board. You never quite figured 4whether Shewnmake wask a

friend of the college or whether he was an enemy of the col-

lege; you couldn't guite make it out. And going back, you have
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a
t0 remember that he was more or less embarrgssed here when
he was on the law faculty. He and his wife divorced ).and

(&

it was quite a little %anda.l thengaﬂﬁ_ you can't tell quite
b ' ‘g .

vwhat's happening with these people. Mwhy should a

rector of a boardww Locllcert Bemis down
here as sort of a spy without going through the proper
channel 6f the president?—ycu—aeo% And so you have a lot
of #these peculiar things going on. Seome-—members—ovf—the
board-have—we according to hearsay(and I think it's tru@a& Seme menberns of e

boord- hawe operated very ::losely sometimes with the athletic programﬂ
without going“ through channels. And, of course, now this
is changing slouly# for the good. We now have members of
ou/\: boa.rd:u::e not Virginians or not living in Virginia.
You've broadened the base of the board )which I think is all
to the googmgx think so-called Virginia politics is still
t here,but not quite as rampant as it was. What else?

Williams: How would you assess Charlie Duke's role? He's an enigmatic
character to me. He's spanned several administrations and
yet ==
Thorne: Charlie was a dreamer: -~ a dreamer, %a congenital liar. I mean

he would lie -~ and I don't think he believed he was lying.
For instance, he looked off into space when I was chairmancof
the dance committee and we were figuring up for the June ball
He-looked-offinto-spaeg- and he said, "It cost; the college
$5,000 to put on the June ball,." And I went injto see Vernon

)

Numn who was the auditor) and I said,f "Wernon, is this true?"®

)
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And Vernon smiled, "Noﬂ.) So he gave me a ;ffﬁ:gure.eé‘-abeu%-—;@a
figuring all the things out -(gof less than $2,000. So/; you
get that sort of thin}* going. And then Charlie would do fun~
ny things which were not very reasonable. ; Neﬂz gor instance,
they were building an addition onto Blow G&m>and th;re was a

tool houseOa&&-Tighﬁ;/’ The tool house, let's say, was probably
35—~ a

worth*twenty\ﬁve—ddiarsﬁé little wooden construction. The
A

contractor wasn't particularly :Lntersus ted in carting it away )
s0 Charlie made ploy and he ends upche;gi-gng%the tool house.

I don't think any money actually changed ha.nds)but you never

can tell. The next thing we kn%w 1t was down ss~a-beach-houses;
at his beach house, you see. That was during Mr. Bryan's
administration. %ge

and Virginia ;a;\re'm' the %{-esident's house for awhile un;il
they—éw&gh%«-in—the—naphe;?e Tom Pinckggy )-é?( the nephew of Mr.
Bryan3 #4f and Charlotte came down)and they began running the

house for himg you see )"becaerQ—Mr. Bryan's wife was in

Westbrook ar@@k;e was cured the minute he digd)which you can

make -owb what you want to out o ,;a% Anyyay, it was very

strange -- the whole thing. But Charlie thought nothing ofmzvg/ Ma{wﬁ)
and of course, everybody saw it. He told ;/ﬁ what it was. But
thenﬁmsﬁwhen Pomfre’q became president and the fra-

ternity lodges vf;re under construction ~&they were out there

making these c:olor(;ef2 cement blocks for their patios )and the

next thing we Imew'\Saturday morning here was a college truck

with Jack Saunders and a whole bunch of these cement blocks down
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-

Thorne:

Y wWere

6

at Charlie Duke's beach house. They arrived Sadurday morning 3
and the Pomfrets had arrived Friday nightﬁa“r?dﬁl saw them. Pom~

fret made him pay three hundred and some odd dollars for those
things, but here again ;;}he. had college labor down there) and he

had the college truck and he had these college blocks. So}y{it's

)

awfully hard to say just what =~ I can't believe that Charlie
really(‘_v"o'ﬂ“imev%was a big/csime crook; he wasn't. No%he got
onto the Board of Visitors to take his father's place, you see.
Somewhere along the line he became very friendly with Govermor
Tuck. Governor Tuck pulled him away from the college and took
him up to Richmond to let him sort of reorganize the state
business arrangements and so forth, which I guess he did a good
Jjob on. One reason he became a member of the Board of
Visitors was when Mr. Bryan became president { temporarily as
he suggestez; he said;(I can't do it without we-detmehd¥-.
Charlie Dukq:,gyw—s@

Temporarily was Charlie Duke's suggestion or Mr. Bryan's?

No, Mr. Bryanf. No, no, Mr. Bryan would be temporary presi-
dent until they could find somebody)and Charlie had to be
there to assist him. Well,of cbursg;?i’c meant when Mr. Brysn
was away Charlie ran all the physical arrangements of the

college and all of the educational benefits and so forth of the college

)
a
controlled by/\ Gabali~~ Jim Miller, Charles Harrison, Murray
Borish -- I can't remember all the other names involved. Jimmy
Fowler was on the fringe%. They ran the college =~ the physical

plant by Charlie, the mental branch by these boys -- and
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some people even said, "Who's the head of the English depart-
menjsCharles Harrison or Jess Jackson?" Charles was a won-
derful character, very set in his opinions, very high

standards, tremendously high standards. He got involved with

Pomfret in regard to the athletic progr d in a tremen-

dous huff he resigned and went down and got} himself a job

at Sewane%g%ecause he felt that Pomfret was becoming soft 65"‘"“':;

—

5 TS T

~athietics and so forth/[ITthink that the whole Pomfret story

ommiraction
o e
s, g, g T

is quite baffling. There are so many things. (I think his
-h\s

embarx%ssment is shown in A way. #e's a very private person,
and he didn't even like to have his portrait painted,but they
insisted@\aaq’Mrs. Guy was the one who raised the money for
that. She went around getting all of us to give money for it
and then had it done out there on the west coast.\> But it's
very difficult to realize that Pomfret's office and Charlie's
office were right next to each other. They saw each other
every day) and oftenCtimes Charlie would talk to Pomfret and
as I Say/yx’{ take him out to the;pplaying fields, introduce him
to some of the boys, and then sloéwly pressure him, you see.
Always a little bit of pressure there to do thingstthe way
Charlie wanted him to do. 4:{1' was involved in one of these

damn things and it was really funny. I don't know whose idea

)

it was)but old Yel Kent had been running the dining hall un~

S P
der a very peculiar setsup which I think is still peculiar

e

because this is the way the state runs today. At the end

of every biennium you have to balance your books. Anything,
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that's left over goes to Richmond,,{geaesbw%into the general
fund. Well, the result is that in the last three montI:s of a
t;iennium everything is wacky, just as wacky as it can be.

Well,) imagine what would happen if you were trying to run a

food operation where your biemnium came up every year. Well s
this is what they did with Kent. Kent, first of all ﬂremem—l
ber)didn't ever want to get into the food business; he wanted
to be an aviator)and he 'd been helping with a little aviation
school out here at the college éirporté-m Ehen President LJ. 4. C.1
Chandler needed somebody to run the dining };all ,and he called in
Yel 49_-4 who had done all these different/nice things for

him ( both his family and himself/&/ and Iel“ld/ lived in the
pres:.dent's housex /éo Yel couldn't refuse. Here agairyhthe
‘pressure put on Yel -~ he is not the sort of person that says
no and backs away from something like that. He's inclined to
go along with somebody rather than oppose them so he threw his

)
own ambitions out the window and became a manager of an eating

establishment. Well, he had good cooks and “he—had;presumsbiy,
~-aok.£00. big--an-ocperation-goi -8¢" when I came here in 1940

Vg

he was running what I would consider,I suppose » & fairly good
dining hall. Certainl;%/when we had #omecoming in the fall-—-—

we'd go out in the woods and he would serve oysters on big

)

grills and all-e£Brunswick stewi~- welly—he-had-chicken in it;——

<
beautiful, it was delicious -~ and it was just wonderful out

there in the woods and all this nice food@aaé—nhaz-he-weaﬂ@-da@_

he would try to balance things out jand of courée/g at the end of

-
>
P
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the yea.r/[ if he made money//it went into the general fund. But
if he didn't make mone{y/{f they gave him the devil. Finally//w

somebody thought up 'ehe—:de-ar«'gthe best way tod this opera-

tion was to take the big room in Trinkle Hall and put in a
cafeteria amd-Tthink™t

2 - ~Lirsi.operatiocm™ Well,
here were these big boprhanks A husky, male students with

an appetite that would chew off an arm or anleg,;' #’hey would
come down the line )a.nd they'd begi% eating all this stuff)and

when it was punched out on the register it was $2,75. Well,

they'd been eating dn-the.old-sebdéupy-reu-se

N

‘a great deal

old sertbud
the cost was ')

about $1.00 for the meal. Well, W you can imagine

the parents writing in and saying, "All our kidd: are running

of foodf a lot of filler in it and so for@

out of money; this damned cafeteria must go." Well, I was
called in}and here was Pomfret tearing his hair with all these

letters about the food operation and here was Charlie Duke

J
saying, "Boss /he called him Boss/, let me handle it. I know
the answerct,o all this." Here he . was, dreaming up in his
grandiose ;séistance‘ Sg,p(one of the reasons the kids were
running into d:l.fficultyq %here was no menu/éz and you had no
idea of the cost, say, of a——its—isd-chicken—%fhalf a fried
chicken and the cost of your vegetables and so forthirand your
dessert)" Séythey had no mem;é( boards. I don't know who
thought this whole operation up. Did you find that out in
your things, whether Charlie Duke thought it up or what?

I know that he was working with the dining hall problems, yes.
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Thorne: Well, evidentlylt he thought this would solve some of the

dining hall problems but anyway,/the next thing that hap-

)
pened, of course, is I° said, "I can made some

memyé boards but 16'11 have to be on ply Wood." It was
Wartime@aaé I said, "Over at the departmentvgﬂ have one piece
of L ;&fy( 8 3/)"tackeplywood that belongs toqweilliam and

Mary theater, Abut you'll have to replace it. I know where
there'!s some quarte%‘\lgofgrwood out there under the stadium.”
Charlie saidy "Okay, we'll do it; we'll do it." So I went
down to the hardware store and‘bought the special black

paint with grit in it for blackaoards ) and I gave a coupld “
coats to two L! ;)r% L' sections, painted the menué up on

top with some white 1inesryou-%mew5?;‘or everything )and then
they were able to chalk on there,‘g:ou«sae,% their menup/é.

Well, of course; I forgot the operation then because that

was Yel's problem over thereSbut then my problem was in
getting the quarter-inch plywood . So I went out be-get.
»i#@gto see where it was ) mmand sure enough,
there 1t was, so I came back in and asked Charlie Duke, "I
want three sheets of that quarter-inch plywood to make up

for my one big sheet of three-quarter inch plywood." @ctual;ly,
the college quarter-inch plywood should have been four sheets )
bt I%Vl?.&?ee%;that for the theater. He said, "You'll have to
see Jack Saunders." I saw Jack Saunders about a day afterwards,
"0h," he said, "that plywood. Somebody stole the plywood." So

~——

I began checking a.round)and I finally got a man on the force/\but
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he wouldn't stick his neck out because he knew he'd lose his
Jjob because he was under Charlie Duke. He said, "Jack
Saunders has just panelled his basement with plywood." We
never saw thepplywood. Here again, what could I do? How
could I prove it? To prove what was happening I would have
to get this poor man down in thepplant départment to go with
me to the president)and here was Charlie Duke protecting
Jack Saunders. Jack Saunders was letting it be known that if he
toorFmearr-that-if-Sonaders went down the ;Ll;ralr% he'd

pull Cherlie Duke with him -- which he did, incidentally.

Williams: Yes, that was what I was going to ask because they all got

balled up together.

Thorne: So when Lockert Bemiss cameg T wemt to hin and f=ia + 5
"Look, I know sbout these things about Jack Saunders %fgr%-
ternity lodges 'y and I know about this quarter-inch plywood.— —
I know about a lot of these. What are you going tod?" "Oh,
we don't want Jack Saundersj we want Charlie Duke." I said,
"#ho are 'we'?" He said, "the board." 8671t became ﬁﬂﬁ‘)/

o obv:I;ous because then a pres; reporter, Lloy;I Williams, got oy

WM% the lodges and began asking very pertinent questiomns:

'ﬁow come the same A-frames and the same size buildings and
the same ~bricks and all this sort of thing were down on
Washington Street? Well then, Lockert had to do something,
so0 he called in Jack Saunders and began to ask him questions,

and Jack said, "Well, I got the property from my?';;mothexs" and
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etcetera and etcetera. Meantime, some college pigs out in ~

the college woods ~~one of them died and Miss Blank was out -~

in the college woods looking for plant material and Miss \

Blank from the biology department saw a dead pig out there
and they took a culture and the pig had cholera, Well, then
it's -~ a very peculiar thing. Jack Saunders had some
pigs running with the college pigs; all his ;pigs survived
but they had to burn and kill all the college pigs. You
see, at those times you have to remember, we still had a
small farm out in what would be the ’college woods. They were
g rowing vegetables for the college and all sorts of fumny
things went on and so Jack Saunders told Bemiss this whole

v e

story about his property / Well ;z then)Lloyd Williams went

J=Yhva
down to the ~-cluhf'/l house and proved that neijpher his mother

or his father had any estate when they died; that he had
bought these pi%es{bljilfr:s—:(lf . So Lockert;;oﬂ% in Jack
Saunders and fired him for lying. Very fummy thing. S
Saunders pulled out and went up to Fredericksburg and put
$75,000 or $85,000 down on a motor court. 4s-a-roak—
W Stories were going aroﬁnd that trucks werecbacked
up to the college warehouses and things were put on the
truck and carted awa;;/\*/ll sorts of stories, -Fbhdude-
Saunders——- for instance, when they were building the college

-

Jodges -~ this is one thing I saw -~ here was a load of
trloaded 7
material being landed)and Mr.Tyson, the foreman was there, and

I said to Mr. Tyson, "Gee, where are they going to put that

e

)

o

)

y

P ¢ >
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handsome cabinet, that mahogany cabinet that's coming off?n
"Oh, that's not for the college, that's for Mr. Saunders.m”
And I said, "Gee, that's a pretty nice cabinet. How dig
that come along with this order?" tOh," he ‘said, "Mr.
Saunders ordered it." SojfI saw Jack Saunders the same
da,y)"and I sald, "Jack, that cabinet you ordered, that gun
cabinet, that beautiful mshogany cabinet, why in the devil
did you put black rat-tailed hinges on it? It should
have nice brass hinges with mshogany.® "Oh," he said, "I
can't look a gift horse in the face. That's a gift."
Well, he was getting kicli}fl/;oacks from the lumber companyd
evidently. We don't know. It's all so hazy)bgt I did see
that cabinet)and it was delivered on a lumber truck{ to the

college property. Later I asked about the band saw, the

circular saw )
mmme&mmwuamg&owﬁi I understand they endediup

up on the R%ahannock. You see, I was interested in it for
the fine arts department jj} to replace our oiéd-meberiad

old band saw W that Al Haak was using for theater
stuff,

Williams: And then when Lloyd Williams' articles ~- I've read Lloyd Wil-
1 iams' articles -- when they started coming out, there was a
i:big investigation.

Thorne: There was a big investigation which moreﬂbgﬁ.ess whitegwashed
everythingjbu‘t obviously/ something was wrong. The same: design

was used at the University of Richmond)and the cost up there
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W@f&%ﬂas between $18,000 and $19,000 )
and everyone of them at William and Mary cost $21,,000 or
$25,000. There was something wrong. It's awfully hard to
say.

Williams: Well, one of things I wondered as you were talking 91-»%

~#5® why Dr. Pomfret didn't get rid of Charlie Duke?
Was it that he didn't think he could have the support of the
board? But from what you said about Lockert Bemiss -« that
doesn't hold water.

Thorne: Wait a minute. I think the board was more interested in gete
ting rid of Pomfret first and then Charlie. I think they were
out for both of them.

Williams: Because I have heard it said the board maneuvered Pomfret out.

Thorne: TYes, they did;.,fhfay trieg toi You see, A/I:t':&twnt to a Decembgr
meeting)%d he was% resign:<47and resigned anyway -@j’
the next spring. He came back from that meeting .and he told

X
several people -~ and I was one of them -- he said, "I will

never go before that board again." Amd; you-knowy-es-E-soye
“thip Rube McCray nit's like a psychologist examining thoroughl= iz
A %m;@hi/& ‘
a person and saying®well, this person is incapable of doing
: )z
. Id ,
this;/ Yust Wé'\n't do a thing like that." And that's the way all
of us felt about Rube. Some of the things that were don% he
just couldn't have figured out. And remember, there were
board members involved around this time, too, you know. We
got into rather big-time football then. And& of course, the

college didn't have a lot of money. How do ybv. do things like
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this? I don't know.
Williams: And th;\se board members are all gone, too.
Thorne: Well, yes. It's awfully hard to flgure out. G0

) F“g\ Qi e 5:( )
af#you had these’\ -= the chairman of the Sz’ompensat:.on

?ommission in Richmond, Coombsi "his brother was president of
Mary Washington. He wanted to be president of William and Mary.
NowﬁCoombs had charge of all th9gut1ays of money, you see, and
he was a big wheel in Virginia politics//without actually Wﬂ’ﬂﬂr
ever being up front; he was behind the scenes, Coombsﬂ’came
down here and his wife measured the gresident's house for new
draperies. This was after Bryan's r;signation. /
Williams: I was going to sayj this was before Pomfret cdame in.
Thorne: Sc? /{ they evidently felt they had enough backing to do all these
things, you see. Well s when word got out that Coombs was one
of the¢people being considered/q evidently///a great opposition
to him developed, not only among the faculty here@ 4 Ehe
faculty here heard about it )and they were very much up/set be-
cause Coombs was evidently éonsidered not the type of person
thiat would bring any sort of good reputation to William and Mary.
He was an operator.agsin. He had manipulated and had taken an
old house up in Fredericksburg and made it into a mans:.on and ’,ﬁh%ﬂf%
W, WM agair% there was a fear among the faculty that it would be en-
t:.rely political; everything was political )&geﬁ not educational
but political se ings-happening-anie-

&
~evidentdyy to go so far as to come and measure -- you see, there

must have been the possibility that he would be elected. Then
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you see, the harc%sqre resistance developed )and that centered
around Gordon Bohannon of Petersburg.
Williams: Was he particularly in favor of Pomfret or Just anti-Coombs?
Thorne: Well, it's hard to say. I don't know)but anywa:g//he became a
close friend of Pomfre*l:7 and as long as he was therg//’ﬁnone of
this opposition dared to raise their head or to make themselves
too objectionable. But after he died ’cher}ﬂ evidentl;r/’t the
whole thing went i%,w)wm%/
Williams: EKnowing this behind-the-scenes helps to explain a great deal
about what did go on and——weai;,; in this situation )for one.
Thorne: Well, you see, Pomi‘reyi of course/{ knew nothing of thesew}\@v\
shenanigans that were going on up herci )and unfortunately)\ the
board when-they got in touch with him};bnone of this could be
conveyed to him. His brother-in-law, Wise, who was the

managing editor of the Richmond papers told him to keep out

)
.
of it. He sa:i.d) (fi/.t's a red-hot political potato)and?ze—saif‘

- y
I would advise you not to accept. He

ther=insdaw-and Wisegevidently,~egaing,didn't want to put
himself in th%fosition of naming names.
Williams: Why then do you think he did go on into it?
Thorne: It was a chall%nge s of course. Here he was =~ he had graduated
from Pemmsylvania ,'i,h'e became an instructor over at Princeton,
became /{ I think h;—w?t;e dean of freshn;.n or something like that

for awhile;: and then eventually

; *
he ends’\%ut at Vanderbilt with—gxis responsible job(\cand’ Car-

michael) who was the chancellor of Vanderbilt -~ see, down there
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they don't have a president, I think they have a chancellor
—;- and Carmichael )who was a great friend of Pomfret'sjsaid,
"Well, this is a bigger chall;ng%e.nd_so;r——ﬁerﬂaz Go shead and
: MWMWWTMW
Senou.what-ws-well; IstE¥ee Jack Pomfret, I would say, for

&
about seven yearj}émd a damn good job .and then the last twod{}«W -

)
W was hell because of the board.

Williams: It's really amazing that he was able to work with them as

take it."

long as he was.

Thorne: Well, as I say, I don't have the actual dates in front of me so
I can't tell you exactly’oe%ev‘idenﬁeyé don't ¥now when Gordnn
Bohannon dieci))b_ut it seems to me Gordon Bohannon died just
about at the end of the war.

Williams: I'm inclined to say about 'L5.

Thorne: 'L5, 'h6 and you see, the opposition then kept their s‘oumgs stirring
but they really didn't get after him -~ there was nothing to get
after him with, you see, at first, but then they began to get
after him )andItI;zg‘y%ﬁey made the decision to try to get rid of
him. -He-%&dﬁﬂagaiw I think that yea—s? on the board there
may have been some good people that more/ézﬂess helped him
out there Saa&—agai% ’ohe;e may have been another change in the
board around 'h8 or 'L9, you see, when the board really became
dominated by Shemake{j\'\ nglgmms emci?{éﬁre out why they said
Chandler was good for uso-yea—se? Did that mean that Chand-

ler was tp be a whipping master? We couldn't figure it out.

Now Chandler didn't do a bad job. He had very sensitive skin
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about the business7 and I don't blame him. I wouldn't want
to be in a position like his where a lot of people were
saying things that weren't too complimentary) /éut he

tried his best. He was a little bit like a bull in a china
closet with the legislature ?which you couldn't do. He

got Al Haak to put together a movie showing how bad the
buildings were at William and Mar;'v and how much we needed
all this backing,and it went over like a lead balloon; it
Just didn't work. It wasn't until he began to work with
some of the legislative members alone that he began to get

backing@arﬁ? he had a hard time even getting backing for re-
old -

-
-

placing/\Phi Beta Kappa when it burned. But one of the things
that pu:b that across was the fact that John D. Rockefeller

came up with a quarter of a million dollars as some thing to
sweeten the kitty )and the state poj.‘iticians, whatever their
thinking, do not like to see $250,000 go down the drain)%d?

so that's one reason Phi Beta Kappa was built. There again,

I have to give Chandler more credit than any of the other presi-
dents or bursars in the adnﬁ.nistration)‘éf he did not feel that
he could design Phi Beta Kappa }so he at least let us have

Roger Sherman get in touch witi; Burris Meyers,the sound expert,
Ed Coles, the theater expert, and I think several others&v.-b
~a¥d g.ll these experts were involved in the design of that
thea;er >and the result is/[thst]we still have a very good work-

ing small theater with an adequate scene shop, with arrangements

so that scenes can go in and off very rapidly, a perfectly rea-
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sonable and wonderful stage house.  If you have any criti-

'S thst s
cismf!l of Phi Beta Kappa, €% /gperh;aps/x not large enough. On

the other hand/( you have to make some sort of a compromise.
/I/ou either have a:large hall which is unwieldy -- like
William and Mary Hall can be unwieldy -~ or you have an
intimate theater and just run your plays an extra night or
twosan@%the result is that every seat in the theater is

good. So I still think he's to be complimented highly

on the fact that he did that. We had Donald Offenslager

@he scene designez% who's taught at Yale and also
o teme dew 'y

had a lot of stuff on Broadwa;% They went over the/blans
very thoroughly, ineluding aﬁm&f*@h@ things such as the
costume area -« eﬁerything about the theater. Noug the

thing that was least well designed, perhaps /=== again I
don't think the college had much to say‘ about it -~ and

[sasiion ol “he

that was whepe-@em«yauwpwﬁ the‘\theadaer and speech rooms and -t eool! oo s‘:f@&‘f -
WWMW@% They've had
trouble with their heating and air conditioning ever since
the building was built; somehow the relays or something don't
work ‘lm@’properly. But I blame this on the engineering com-
pany or firm -~ I think/‘by %he name of Brown -~ who works

for the architects. You see, the architects have theipe,
xﬁngine.arﬁ@thls companwwork for them,} and they're terrible.
They just don't engineer things properly. Now)q'Phi Bete~~ you
can air condition most of the building fairly decently except:.ng

Le l’\j
up there in those speech rooms and/&the radio area.
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Williams: You were talking about the selection of Admiral Chandler

and why Shewmake said he would be good for the coliege. Do
you think that the board had had #n mind selecting this waR

Thorne: Well, some of the board -~ certainly Shewmake -- remembersd
the /(dmiral's father‘) and the /Kdmira.l's father had a reputa-
tion of running a very tight ship. He had complete control
of the faculty. Half the faculty walked around on campus with
their resignations in their pockets. Any two members of the
faculty getting together weresa conspiracyj yhis was the atti-
tude that had developed and was still apparent when I came
here in 1940. The AAUP was a secret society. The first Chand~
ler said an@ne who was a member of that and he knew about iw Wa s
they-wspe automatically fired. I think that Shewmake had visions »e&mﬁ%“;?“—’"
that Pomfret had been too casunal and letting everybod‘y( stu-
dents, faculty) go on, You seé s one of the things that got
goinge~I never could feel guil.ty;;}--— was that some of the faculty
had these meetings\and we'd beat our breasts and say we were
all guilty of not watching out for this athletic situation.
Well, that was all ridiculousi Actuall;;% none of us could have
stepped in and done a thing about it. The athletic committee
at that time was a laugh; it didn't do anything. It seldom
made a report. The whole athletic program was operated out of

d ! peaton,
Charlie Duke's office and with the athletic‘\depaz-‘iamear? Extra

monies were shifted from funds wend«eveaything..e,lsgto do all
sorts of things. And how could we find out about that and prove

any of i%? Sog %he_thing.ua%the faculty got up in arms, you
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know, and said this whole athletic program must g%i) i

%@M@MI can remember a whole series of
meetings ove\r in Rogers)and franlegI think it was all
bo (’)Y\é ) ’ )

a bunch ofabologwbu%l thinkggthe faculty began to

make demands of the board) and the board felt that they
needed somebody to turn the screws. A lot of this is
guessworkvbut there's certainly some of that involved.

Williams: Well, I'm asking your copinion.

Thorne: I have a feeling that whether Shewmake realized it or not, since

he left the faculty here in disgrace so to speak under the
heel and toe of the old Mr. Chandler, M he was going to put
the young Mr. Chandler on our necks and get two things done:
get back at the faculty and also get back at the college. myﬂ‘
seewbaca@ I don't think that Admiral Chandler had the back-
ground or anything to prepare him, really, for doing the job.
He had to work into the job, I would sayg three or four years.
He had ﬂie faculty laughing at him whlch is a horrible thing
to dotitﬁls first faculty meetlng)ln which he'd said he'd done
his homework. TYou know, you can't do that. They couldn't help
it. It souhded like a little boy who had been careless and
suddenly awakened to the fact that he should do some work.
That was really pathetic. Of course, the—reason-for%&s"wasm:&;
that he was coming in from a nawal career«ead—-here«hemw R
ending. up.in a career.and-his- onI@’ s and again he made the mistake
of saying,"I have taught @ class in math or something up at

was
the 13aval academ\ﬁl' ;\therefore s he ;E qualified as a teacher,,
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and-sd that was sort of peculiar. The other thing was when

they declded to treek he-colieges—or-4gchange the admini-
L chaodlerj Z

stration and havel\’ohe chancellor of the Colleges of William

and Mary and bring in Paschal]a:-é» there again there was tre~

mendous friction in the administrative section, you see, and

I've seen Paschall in tearsow this generated a tremendous

antagonism between the two men. I think, then, Paschall who

)
had built up a tremendous backlog of good will allwuover the
state ) went to work and’( bthis is what we were talking about
in that Ghinese elec’ciox);) and he just simply -~ it was just an
undercutting operation. But now he and Chandler are good
friends )which is very interesting because at one time there =~
well, Chandler could feel but couldn't put his finger on what
was happeningéeaﬁ Agie felt like somebody had a sword in his
back)but he couldn:t find out who was pushing it or what was
happeningé&n@ gi‘ course, Paschall was not at that time ( at

first) really involved with it, I guess, but then, of course,

Chard ey
-he/z turned on Paschall and then was as nasty as all get-out.
I don't knowu..%t's all so involved. ﬁndicf*cmfs‘e?{you knew

that a’lot of things were wrong because poor Mrs. Chaﬁdler was
w&vimi?'going nearly crazy with all this in-fighting going on - —
cam}-h@ some of her friends seemed to look twice at her )a.nd
some of her friends weren't as friendly as they should be and
T g\&, o all that sort of thing @'and@“bhen of course, the next thing that
Teel Wi ﬂ*’*‘* - happened was Agnes Paschall comes into the plcture)em she has

f @{i LR

Ben g.w J the problem of her husband not wanting to delegate any authori-
@LQG,/‘ M({_‘) 7' \\ e
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ty, delegate anything. He was the type of guy that really
worked himself into a dither. He would work all day in the
office and make some trips or something )and then atonight
he would sit in his bed and make up longhand letters that
were to be brought into his office the next morning %o be
typed. #-thep his secretaries p-wlr&could have answered
a-lot of the iette;s with almost a simple acknowledgmenté;;
~of--these-parents-<+-he-satand-wrote-tong-Letters-to-thez"
~parentgh And of course, business of‘ben?times got bogged
down, but he worked like a do%mfwmwsem%ewagam
his family were—the-ones—that-suffered -seshe.nas the—one~
fé!mgb too%the, beatingbbecause he was Wo:cking all the time
- Weekends;\\he was in his office all the time . Now he
more or less works under doctor's orders. Hels-a-consuliantb.
three-days-a-week; sometimes-four-days-a-weelks- (Discussion
about Paschall's present employment ,) Fetsup-ir-Richnond-
8-0 0BG -Righer ~odBegm- -

'Weiiyxgg guess the most interesting thing

that he can tell you is how hle became full president of the
wil
co‘llege) nd I doubt if he/;jzz’. ~- he's too politic. You'll

have to get it from an angle. It*id-be-angled.in.because T
~donit. think.hels.going-to-=&L think that he feels that all

boite-5,
of tho 1d uliar buildi tagonisms that were in th
se old peculia qb&;;éa,ﬂ?an g0 s that were in the

nature of the béﬁ@bX*having a chancellor with his office at

one end of the campus and the president with his office at
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Thorne.

o
((((
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the other and overlapping jurisdictions_—--

ft was an impossible situation because no one had definedﬂﬁzb
ynu_knggf~ If they had defined that the chandellor was to
take charge of Christopher Newport, the Norfolk division,
R.P.I. and .so—ferth—and-Richard Bland and run those and
leave his subordinate mora/égéiess in control here would
have been one thin%jaaﬁ if he'd have had a Newport News
office fwould have helpe%/anéwa&l"thﬁxfsbrt“tﬁ%%%&mggﬁ They
didn't do it.

Your comment about the Chinese was an interesting one{
Well, I didn't say that it was Colonel Fltzroy and Colonel
Fltzroy was a jolly guy and he sort of chuckled -and carried
on but every now and then he'd make a’ very p01nted remark.
You see, he came here as ‘the dlrector of the St. Helena ex=
tension which was a‘shortwlived thing or temporary and he
had been a frlend of Pomfret's and I think Pomfret knew him

at Princeton and he was a real vital person, very much of a

go-gepﬁer. He set the Richmond Area University Center on its

feét or on its way.



