ALFRED R. ARMSTRONG

William 2nd Mary already was a family tradition when
Alfred Armstrong entered in 1928, After a distinguished
career as a student he stayed in the chemistry department,
filling in for a professor on leave; he has been a faculty
member since 1933 and will retire this year (1976). Mr.
Armstrong has an uncanny ability to recall a story (or
better yet, stories) illustrating the character of a per-
son, an ablitity he exhibited in these interviews. The
order of the stories was shuffled slightly in the trans-

cription phase at Mr. Armstrong's request.
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Williams s

Armstrong:

Alfred Armstrong

February 11, 1976 Williamsburg, Virginia
Dr. Armmstrong, the first thiqs I wanted you to discuss
this morning was your previous contact with the College
of William and Mary. I know that you were at the time

living in Texas and how was it you were assoclated with

>
the college?
(Hed
Well, my father died when I was four; this was 1915. TLeft
A
my mother with four youngsters way before social securitye. ..

no way to take care of theq‘ I had a great-uncle who had

been living in Texas for some years U?sﬂirfj back in Virgini%}

'Ré took a liking to me and at the end of his weeks’ visit

carted me off to Texas. He had been a student at William and
Mary back in the early '90s. He had a certificate in sur-
veying;«‘JI‘m not sure that it came from William and Mary.

He had studied Latin and Greek here. He had letters from

Dr. Lesslie Hall of the English departmensiﬁﬁr. T. J. Stubbs
who was in mathematics. These letlers began: "To whom it

may concern. Edward’Ashby Armstrong is a young man of high
moral character and understandingrboth Latin and Greek¥-or such
words to that effect -- "He would be a good teacher in any
school where he might be employed." I got hold of those
letters in the '30s and several years ago gave them to‘ffflq

college for the archives.§:Soon after I went to Texas

my Uncle Ed developed arthritis and was bedriddenhk
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and Greek, including Gildersleeve's Grammar. We had a
farmer neighbor named '"Prickly Pear" Smith who used to
come over Sunday Ag?ernoonsjand heE;E;aagy Uole B4 read
Latin and Greekﬁpo each other.%%When my uncle in Texas
died in 1927 I'came back to Virginia and lived with an
aunt in Rappahannock County. That was my last year of
high school. During my last year of high school someone
asked, "Well, what are you going to do next year?®" I said,
"I haven't any idea.” My aunt said, "You're going to Wil-
liam and Mary where your Uncle Ed was and your Uncle Will
and his son Billy." So the day I graduated, at the end

of graduation exercises at Sperryville,l had my application

to Will iam and Mary)and it was signed by G. Tyler Miller

)
who was superintendent zilpublic instruction in the Warren-~
i

Rappahannock schoolg} A‘later went to Charlottesville in
a similar position. He was state superintendent of public
instruction and then spent many years at Madisonﬂas ?i::i-
dent.#{I came to William and Mary in September 1928. My
plans were to have freshman English under Dr. J. Lesslie
Hall ~--thus make the third generation-but Dr. Hall had
died in February. As a freshman I had chemistry under Dr.
Guy, math under Dr. Stetson, and freshman English under
Dean Grace Warren Landrum. Dean Landrum, as I found out
later, insisted on teaching nine hours every semester in

addition to her duties as dean)which kept her eligible for

membership in the A.A.U.P.??English 101 in those days was



divided into three sections: A, B, and C. A was the dumb-
bell section-- that  didn't fool anybody. B was the
average)and C was the «tar section. John Baldwin ,who
majored in Latin and English and ended up as head of the
biology department at William and Mary, Charlie Shreeves

who has just retired as director of the curriculum in the New.

[end8]
port News public schools, Lee Chewning )?ho's from Richmond
\ 2

were among the thirty students in the Agection under

Dean Landrum. We finished the usual freshman English course
before Thanksgiving,and then Dean Landrum had the rest of

the time to do as she wished witlffthe class. Each student
picked an author and read in depth. I remember that John
Baldwin picked Gandhi,)and my author was Thomas Hardy. At

the beginmning of the second semester the schedule car~

ried Dean Landrum as the coentinving teacher:;'am\i someone else
showed up. So after gbout the second class we got a com-
mittee together and went over and waited on the alministration
and asked where our teacher was. The next class Dean Lan-
drum was back with ug&raxrd ;@e always thought highly of that
class ( kept up with most of then;}as the class that sent for
her.CHWhen I came here Dr. J.A.C. Chandler was president.

He had come to the college in about 1918 when it was a

small menls schooliea%he'd made it coeducational and started
the college growing. He understood that the legislature
believed in numbers,and he got as many students into the

dormitories as double~deckers would hold. By increasing the



numbers he got the state to increase the fun@m.ﬁnd indeed ‘When
~by—the-time I was here he was up to 1000 students fvem some AOO st the
beqnning & the ten-year period. The quality of the students

was far more variable then than now. It .is only with the

large number of applicants that we have become selective.

In those days we took everybody and flunked about half of

them out3 indeed my guess is that for some years the

Loste 1

attritionxof the freshman class was 50 percent within a
year.éfDr. Chandler was an autocratic president. I remem-

ber one time following a hazing incident that he called

had . .
. four youngsters who required treatment at the infirmary into

A
his . office and after a fiverminute hearing dismissed them
from theAéollege and ordered them tﬁ\get out of town in
twenty~-four hours. Unfortunately h;d;;ip*éo meet, witdy
some 6f the alumni groups. ) The student
body reacted with a strikej e men struck but not the
women. Cartoon;iﬁﬁfthe Richmond paper of the Indian hold-
ing his hand up telling the squaw this was not for her. The
students really didn't know much about what was going on.
One of the students with a car;%nd there were few -- went to
Richmond and Qi?ught several hundred papers that had a long
articf:hEZ;ike and brought them back down and hawked them

A Mo g teadmat
for five cents a piece So they could find out what was go-
ing on. Dean Hoke did not handle the student representa~
tives to their satisfaction}and finally Dr. Chandler cut his
trip short and came back to the college, called a meeting of



the mens student body in the old Blow Gym. His first
words werg) ‘ “gﬁudents~§g§% people who go to class and
study thei£i;§§gg;§ftsibu people for several days have
not met that qualification?and if you don't begin meeting
it tomorrow it'skup to you to explain to your parents
why the president of the College of William and Mary can't
run it according to the ruleé;” The men went back to class -the
hext cls:j .%Dr. Chandler in his last days became fathet
ifiascible; firing @eo@ke. was always the order of the

A TTWBS
day. Fortunately if a faculty«fired at 4200 > in
the morning he'd A‘:be ré%hired by noon -~ but
not always. In the last few months of his stay as presi-
dent, he was even known to go through the administration
building and fire everyone, all except perhaps Vernon Numne. - T den't thial
Vernon . ever got fired. But the secretaries enjoyed getting
fired after 11:00 A.M. because then they had a long lunch- [ewdl
returned to work at 1:00?5&This was really nothing new be-
cause I had an aunt, Sadie Armstrong, who had worked for
Dr. Chandler when he ﬁas in the public school system of
Richmongﬁgad I told her about it)and she said while she
was working for him that she had been fired oncegs thet—
;here had been a great deal of tardiness;and Dr. Chandler
;;me through the office one day and said, "The next per-
son who's late is fired." It turned out the next morn-
ing she was late)so he fired her: She went ewt-ore-rodom

andback into his office and said, "Dr. Chandler, I've worked



for you for over three years. This is the first time

I've been tardy)énd I have no intention of being fired;)and went
baeK o \work . So firing by Dr. Chandler could

be either real or blowing off steam.[|Neg I graduated

in 1932¢end_§efore graduation I had made application for
gradugte wofé at the University of Virginia and had a
$1,000 a year fellowship. The problem was that about
April I got a letter from the University of Virginia

-~ this was '32 in the middle of the depression -~ that
thez r income had decreased and that the scholarship

was cut to $500. Well, one could live on $500 a year in
those days)but a2 month later I got another letter that

the stipend was cut to $250)and that was a blow. There
wEs a position as lab assistant open in the chemistry
department here at the college. I had been a student uadet —
graduate assistant for three years ,(sin’ce the start of my
sophomore yea%l Indeed I'd been a waiter in the dining
hall as a freshman, had come back early to wait in the
dining hall as a sophomore. The head of the dining hall
was Mr. Cooke3and,§ne night thirty or forty of us waiters
were eating. He came out and yelled, "Armstrong." I

stood up and identified myself. - He says, "Take off your
white coat." I thought, "My goodness, . m +ited .M His
next words were, "Report to the chemistry department in the
morning." So I went over and reported to Dr. Guy_and he

)
said, "We need another lab assistant. We normally take juniors
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and seniors. We don't like to take sophomores,but this is
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mwéﬁe best Wéwéan do this ye;f so = nggnau." Of course,
I've been in the chemistry department ever since:i2Wéll,
back to 1932 graduation. Dr. Chandler didn't have much
money)but he was always willing to give a place in the
dormitory. and -give-the-persun a meal ticket in the
dining hallf)an?these didn't really show up in his cash
accounts. He didn't have to pay out much)and certainly
during the depression any time that he could get help
cheap he did. After one year as a lab assistant,Dr. A.W.
Dearingjwho was a member of the d@partment)asked for
1eavegand?Dr. Chandler called Dr. Dearing and me into his
office. 4% Lake Triplett, a member of the state legisla~-
ture and friend of Dr. Dearing's,was in town,and the three
were in Dr. Chandler's officegw~& Dr. Chandler made it clear
to the three of us that Dr. Dearing was going on leave for
one yeaf>aaﬁ that I was to take Dr. Dearing's classes for one
yearjand at the end of that year Dr. Dearing would be back
and that I would be out. Dr. Chandler made it very clear
that the position he was appointing me to was only temporary.
Near the end of that year Dr. Chandler died?and Dean Hoke
Zégﬁﬁ“%ﬁas acting presidemnt. Dean Hoke called me in and asked me

if I would continue in the same position for another year.
o

¥

I asked him if Dr. Dearing was coming bacgfn?ke said ~no)
that the records contained no letter stating that Dr. Dear-

ing was on leave and so therefore from the point of view of

)



the college that Dr. Dearing had simply left the services of
the college’) and he had no claim to the position. I told
him sbout the conversation approximatelyithe year before
in the same room with a witness ( a member of the state
legislatura, and Dean Hoke told me it was none of my
business. My answer was that if you would give Dr. Dear-
ing the shaft this year, I didn't know what I might ex-
pect the next. You can imagine my relationship’with the
then acting president and later cosbinuvieg dean wes never
at the besty ;ndeed my anti administrative bias dowm
through the years probably started with that incident.
Dr, Dearing stayed on at Hunter College, retired a
couple years ago to Rappahannock County, and has never
been back to Williamsburg. I have never discussed this
with himjbut I'm sure there wasa hifferchessover that |

Hod hove loewi
i—-—deﬁbb—%hat &Chandler lived there'dﬁbe no question
about his having the position back if he‘l%i“med it# Dr.
" Guy told me one time that when he -(BHa-ﬁ- met Dr.

Chandler for the first time amd Dr. Chandler told him

)
what his pay would be, what the raise would be the next

year, when he would get promotions. Nothing was ever in

writing ) but every statement that Dr. Chandler had made to

him was carried out to the letter to the exact time. He [Chand|er }
had a remarkable memb;_;y . He carried everything in his mind

rather than writing them down )but it did result in unpleasant-

ness, of course, after his death because of the problems ot which of these



should be honcred and which shodd uc—‘i;qt{Dean Hoke was acting
president for awhile; I don't recall just how 1ong,§ba'& -
then John Stewart Bryan was brought 1n. John Stewart
Ohe o} the #
Bryan was overseersﬁt Harvard, owner of the Richmond news-
A

papers. I would think of Bryan's years at William and
Mary abou?ﬁike the John F. Kennedy years of "Camelot."

We had blg Ch,mstm s parties, y Je had big dances both

B4 Pl Bele Respa
inside,and in the Sunken Garden.and once a year Presi-

A~ )
dent Bryan had a faculty faety. The first one was in
the smaller dining hall at Trinkle Hall soon after gro-
hibition was repealed. The faculty was not used to cer-
tain fluids }and some of themDin the presence of student
waiters )showed - . effects of their imbibing)so the next
year Dr. Bryan -- Mr. Bryan -- he didn't like to be

called kdoctor“-- Mr. Bryan moved the party to "Laburnum,"

his estate up in Richmond. A&fter—ayear-or-twouptiere

Lo pemenbor-0ne—year we-Weiiy-tet-ne-go-back-to-one.other

Cfr)f thing. This story is no good withoob Saﬂetj\‘.dﬁ that west

betere? Mr. Bryan was on the Board of Overseers at Harvard
and so all our young faculty came from Harvard: Fowler, Nei-
man, Jim Miller in philosophy, and several who didn't stay

on. When we got ready for this party in Richmond Jwe had a
student lab assistant-storeroom keeper, F. Ashton Carmines,
down here from Poquos on, who came to me Ca?xé—-md’ I wasn't

much older than he was) and said, "Look, I've got an invitation

this party in Richmond. What should I do about it?" I said,
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"I don't know. Let's go to Dr. Robb; he's head of the depart-
ment."” So Dr. Robb looked at it:iand said, "I would advise
you to go. TYou'll probably never get another one. Further=-
more you can go with me." So Ashton went ufp to the party

with the Robbs and the Armstrongs )and rather late in the

St

party  (the kind of party that it was you can qeb Tem this aside)
A
I got thirsty from the Smithfield ham >and I asked one watber

passing the champagne if I could get a glass of wateré:aaé

His answer was, "Water, sir; I don't serve water." Well, Ashten Cormines was

[ Eroduveed Uo
one of these 180-pound, big. bosomed ladies with her 1it-

tle glasses that she would swing around in the a.l]}‘&ﬁé*

~ and she said, "I
dare:say you're from Harvard, too." And Carmines‘)who
had probably never been farther from 'Poquos:j on than he
was there in Richmond)ésé;g,) "Fresh out, madam, fresh out."

( Now Carmines is an as*bea@aﬁim surgeon down in Newport News /

P
and he doesn't like that story—. says it isn't true. ) The

ohe &V tnene patties in
only person who ran off the road coming back from Richmond -
N\

~one-of-those-parties. was a complete teetotaler. Luckily
nobody was hurt%{ﬁhe Bryan period, ~ during the depression —
the student body, I believe, shrank a bit. Dr. Bryan was

sort of a gadfly every&here and the bursar, Charlie Duke,

)

essentially ran the college. We got into trouble over

CLAc
some happenings down in Norfolk. New Mr.ACha.ndler was a

public school man. and when he hit William and Mary he started

)
extensions and had the faculty teaching all over the peninsula,
z
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and %n 1930 he started a two-year college in Norfolk and
a twé;year college in Richmond. The two-year college in
Norfolk has grown into Old Dominion University and the
two-year college in Richmond into V.C,U. Down at Nor-
folk one of the deans I believe it was altered records)
and a student with an altered record got into the naval
gfademxigaﬁzgpen it was found out that he didn't h;;e
§§ Nﬁwﬁhﬁfigfjgg_did have physics on his record, William and
%& M;;y was in trouble. William and Mary was put on
probation, I believe about 1942, by the Southerﬁgssocia~
tion)and one of their recommendaﬁions was that William and
Mary get a ful}%%ime president.é?dhst'about this time or
a little bit before, Dr. R.C. Ybung)who was in the physics
department -~ I had had just ehort eyery sovise hetopgits =~ had
a heart attack . .. (around 1 935_)53@@ he was asked who
should teach his classegjané Dr., Ybun;’asked for me to
teach one of the senior physics classeﬁj electron"thawg.iﬁﬁ%
Dr. Bryan is supposed to have said, "Who is this squirt of
a chemistry instructor who's being asked to teach a senior
physics class?" And when he found out what the college was
paying me ~- I guess it was '35 -~ he paid me an extra $600
or $700 to teach this one courée)which almost doubled my
semsters pay. Not only that he got one of his friends from
the Geqi?ral Education Board, a subsidiary of the Rockefeller

Poundation, to come see me)and after an interview I got a

Jetter from the General Education Board for a full fellowship



Williams:
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to the University of Michigan the following yearyso I

profitted great from Dr. Young's illness. {By-the-ways~

no it'!'s just

L AN A

Celontal—Wiltiamsburg—and- dJamestown-Road. )

. Weddy my first year off in graduate school then came as

E
<
a result of Dr. Bryanshanding me a scholarship oa af:(aj:ua.

I came back a year later and was promoted%to assistant

/,,m« e —

professori frﬁ“im 1n§twr:gmcjoiﬂ““~w et
Now +this was your doctorate?
No, this was just a year of graduate work at Michigan 5&&—1
stayed oﬁ; until 19h2‘ then/I went back to the University
of Virginia where I got my doctorate in 'li5. Well there
are a lot of strands mixed up here& but bas:Lcally,\Mr. Bryan
came in about '3l4. He got me a \scholarship-a?n Michigan
from '35 to '36. I came back as assistant professor in ‘36)
Taught the same classes I had before I went away,and then
in '42 I got another fellowship from the General Education
Board. I was supposed to go to the University of Washington
to study oceanography. but the oceanography laborsgtory was
closed up the spring of 'Li2 because of World War II and the.
pondal paise .
threat of the Japanese Y\W%%a SN Pac:.f:.c Ocean. -And-

§1nce analytical chemistry on a mcrofiscale was being taught
at the Un:x.:zjrsmy of Virginia the scholarship was trans-

WX
ferred to %ke}!’mversity of~¥ivgimig,where I worked under Dr.

I
John H. Yoe for three years;wagﬂ,icame back to William and Mary
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in 1945 with a Ph.D. and an associate professorship.#{ In
the meantime Dr. Pomfret had come in as president. H;,
was a historian, had been dean at Vanderbilt -~ probably
dean of the graduate school. He was a very popular
president with the faculty )and I felt that the period from

about 1945, right after the war, to 1951 ywhen he left, there

betber :

was a & wvintellectual atmosphere at William and Mary per-
N

haps tha.n}\ any other time. His downfall was —tectball .

he pelieved
Dr. Pomfret wos & Quaif\ee‘)’t everybody was honest. There were

pressures from certain members of the Board of Visitors and
other alumni for the football program . One was launched.
Indeed ii's my understanding that the agresement was
that the board committee on athletics would deal directly
with our coaches, essentially by?oassing Mr. Pomfret. Un-
fortunatély_ some of the recrui'i;{ng coaches appeared to
have altered records that they brought back from high
schools.t My understanding is that there were five rseordsA 5
all of:‘;ig?n had the s‘ame broken typewriter "ei'; and that
typewriter was found in Blow Gym: The dean of the faculty
at that time was Nelson Marshall. I knew him rather well
drne o d]
because he had been in the fisheries f-aboratory where I
had been working summers. He talked to me about the ir-

regularities in these records. I suggested that he pur-

sue them quietly and try to get the changes made without

bringing the problems out into the open* ’LV&«%V@& Conlel st e

£an & big scandal for William and Mary. He said that he



amufjﬂ"m‘a&s

h

had been trying for a full year to get these changes made — La
igorrect the abuse%}without any lucg)and that the president
had given him the go-ahead to fight it publicly. These
charges all got in the papers. President Pomfret resigned&n]
late Augusé;éarly September. President Pomfret was st
Csfewﬁ§5 in New Jersey at his cottage at the time that

he resigned, I believe. I was at a seminar at the fisheries
laboratory over at Gloucester. In the middle of this semi-
nar several newspape;i@en broke in and told us about Presi-
dent Pomfret resigning and wan?%ag a statement, of.course, from the
dean. Naturally he said nothing. It was my belief that
Nelson Marshall felt that being a white knight’tfunkroken all
this scandal)that they were going to maske him president .

Of course, having shown up some people in high places)all
they wanted to do was get rid of :him.?%When President Pom-
fret resigned,;Jim Miller,who had been dean in the 140s ,was
made acting president and stayed on in that position for

some mﬁngggiwhile the board was selecting a new president.
There was a good deal of unrest and uncertainty égfthe
faculty stemcr=wcs.several-months as I recall. The faculty
had a committee that we had hoped could work with the board.
Dr. Guy was on that committe%;Tybr. Morton. The committee
did finally meet with the board for a matter of minutes,I un-~
derstand, after having been kept waiting for hours.(ﬁ&y
source for that was Dr. Morton?> The committee felt that their

opinions were not really desired and they found out why a day

)
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or two later. I believe it was a Tuesday; the faculty met
at 4,:00 in the afternoon and got home about 5:30. - The
6:00 news on the radio from Richmond carried the announcement
that Alvin Chandler -- Admiral Chandler -- had been ap-
pointed president. The faculty had not been told this at
all}even though they'd had a meeting at 4:00 tha§f§¥%er~
noonjy they found out about the appointment of Admiral Chand-
ler as president fro%?gzoo newscaséZ?WRﬁm. The faculty met
the next morning protesting the selection of the president
without faculty consultation)ﬁhi&e making it plain that we
not questioning the appropriateness. of Mr. Chandler being
president. The board set Friday, I believe, for Mr. Chand-
ler to come in as pr651dent and then after getting this let-
Froulty K the
ter of protest from the coiiege}the rector of the board
brought Mr. Chandler down on Thursday afterncon and swore
him inwj:%vﬂhdézéﬁifuntll Friday. Indeed - at least one
member of the Board of Visitors came down here Friday ex-
pecting to be present for the swearing-in of Admiral Chand-
ler. The faculty got together a number of these papers and
published themi:éﬁhis member of the board who had come on
Friday and found that the inaugaration had been twenty-four
hours earlier gave 8 ~ substantial sum, I understand, to
help publish the faculty's side of it.%fmr. Chandler came

in as president at a time when I was chairman of the educa-

tional policy committee. (In those days it was called the

curriculum committee.)
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mitteer I worked with him for two years most pleasantly.
Later pecple in that position said he imposed his will on
the committee)but he certainly never did with me. He did

raise questions} I gave him the best answers:I could. I
en -
found}him:rea§onable and attentive/?here-the history of
fné gz..fzz&.-
Whate%egkhe was interested in passing. Often we had tried
i didattweell,

it and found . . . and he seemed to be satisfied with
A
those answers, so my relations with President Chandler were
v

always good. He did study his father's writings in educa~-
tional matters)and he did take the college back to many

of the practices that his father had introduced. (I don't
mean firing people.) He believed in taking education to
the peoples %t was under him that Wi%liam and Mary started
Richard Bland and Christopher Newporé;;hich you see a paradlcl
to the 1930 beginnings of V.C.U. and 014 Dominion.

It's hard to describe the Chandler years. They were years
of growth. There was some faculty dissatisfactibn. Indeed.
one time he called me in -- as he did a number of others --
and said, "What's thé matter? Why does the faculty dislike
me so?" And I told him that I didn't think there was any-
thing personal about it. I thought that maybe it was the
way he was selected,.fhe fact that he was brought down here
at least a day early and inaugWrated as president) that

we felt - like the Nicaraguans after the marines had been

sent insand that while it was no fault of the marines) the

Nicaraguans certainly didn't have any love for them for years
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afterwards )and that he was a victim of the same type of
circumstances. I think it was the conditions under which

he was brought in and not anything he had done . Gertainly.
salaries for the faculty moved up more rapidly than they
ever had before. He was in general. a good president)" I
don't think there's any question about that. There are
faculty members who disagree but that's always a-—maties the cas e
when you have a strong personality. ﬁFollowing Admiral
Chandler, Mr. Paschall, of course, came in as president.

Mr. Paschall had connections up in Richmond. He had lived
in Richmond for years and had been associated with many of
the legislators. He came at a time when higher education

was expanding very rapidly\and he took advantage of his con-

a
nections in Richmond to build essentially new campus .
4%
here to The west of the old campus.

Mr. Paschall was notable in at least two ways{ one was
his ability to get money for new buildings)a.nd the second
was that he continued Admiral Chandler's work in raising
faculty salaries. Salaries at William and Mary up until the

middle '50s had been quite poor and over t??fifteen years

)
the salaries at William and Mary were raised considerably. I
don't think there was a year in there that I didn't get a
raise)and I'm sure that this was true across the board for

most members of the faculty.

To review the presidents, then: like Mr. Lambert) “the

two of us have worked under one~fourth of all the presidents
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of William and Mary}and each one of them has made a real con-

’ma :ée& o‘f

tribution to the college, though different.’kPresidentyChand-

)

ler «- Dr. J.A.C., the first Chandler -~ was to take educa-
tion to the people. He expanded the college. He came as
near as anybn%z;tarting the commnity college system as-
part of the college. Mr. Bryan introduced style. This
was our“Camelotﬂperiod. Mr. Pomfret was a scholar,and
he . seemed to me to enjoy a feeling of comradeship among
the faculty;aﬁé toward the last years of his stay I felt
that Williéﬁ and Mary was taking off intellectually in a
way that it had not done in my previous time here. When
Admiral Chandler came in as president there was a swing
away from the liberal arts back to the practical, back

to the type of thing that his father would have approved
of. Mr. Paschall did not, so far as I could see, get in-
volved much with the academic Work)though he liked to
keep the admissions close. He had his office and the ad-
missions very close together to where he could keep a
finger on admissions. I think Mr. Graves and Mrs. Graves
together have done more with the Bresident‘sAgpuse

than any other president. Mrs. ?gﬁfret was g;acious and
entertained. Mrs. Chandler didn't like thedgresident's
Npouse. Indeed they soon got a place away fiom thedpresi—
Tgent'snyouse so they could retreat from there. Mr.:;as—
chall a;d Mrs. Paschall didn't like to live in the‘gresi-

dentﬁg‘pouse; it was too much of a museum. And of course,

”
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Dr. Chandler back in the '30s was a widower;and there was
relatively little entertaining in the ‘/gresident*s 5house.
Dr. Bryan, of course, did a great deallof entertai'r)zing}
though he was just here a few nights a week. The Pomfrets
entertained rather well end how the Gravessmaintain the
schedule that they do, I wi?L’l never understand. It seems
to me that they sve the most indetotigable two people I've ever
run across and as gracious as I have ever encountered.
How then,fé\é—&tgiﬁgng about the presidents, let's have

a word about the deans. Dean Hoke worked for Dr. Chandler
in Richmond and was brought down in 1918 ,as I recall. Dean
Hoke was extremely faithful. He was almost a sgrv%x to
Dr. Chandler as well as a dean. Now he wasfféje;,? be-~
lieve, under Dr. Bryan by Jim Miller.*h The thing @ I
remember about Jim Miller was that every time I went to
his office and any committment was made, within twenty-
four hours it was in writing on my desk. This I'm sure,
saved a great many misunderstandings. When Jim Miller
decided to leave the dean's office, Dr. W. G. Guy was of~-
fered the position. Dr. Guy talked to me dout it and
finally turned it down. He said he was doing something
that he enjoyed and did well, that he was sure that he
would develop an ulcer in the dean's office just as Jim
Miller had done, and so he turned the position down. It

: “Was given to Sharvy Umbeck. Sharvy Umbeck was a professor

of sociology and tennis coach. Indeed Sharvy was a professional
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tennis coach and had built at William and Mary an out-
standing team. We had two members of the Canadian Davis

Cup team here and they were on the second string. The

two Canadians were delightfu%_youngsterSJ aaé:QZme of these
tennis player%;br tennis bumsﬁ%ere, I think, worse than any~
thing we ever imported here in football. The arrogance of

a couple of those young tennis players was almost beyond
comprehension. Sharvy Umbeck moved on to Knox College as
president)cf-m and I have heard that he was very success~-
ful there in getting industry to support faculty salaries
and that the faculty salaries at Knox were among the highest
in the country. He had ;ﬁigéer of cooperative programs
between business and the college which, of course, helped
to get this monexjand some years ago, I believe Sharvy died
of a heart attack 4§Sharvy was followed by Nelson Marshall
who was a professor of biology and director of the old Vir-
?which is noéi%irginia Institute
of Marine Science. Marshall was the white knight who broke

ginia Fisheries Laboratory

the football scandal and left the college, resigning just a
few minutes before Admiral Chandler was swoin in as presi-
dent. He was replaced by Chucl{ Marsh,who after a number of
years in that position went to Wofford as president. Fol-
lowing ChucK came Mel Jones. Mel Jones had been a member
of the English department, not prominent in an;rgg& around
the campus. Indeed I think he had gotten his Ph.D. quite

late in life (s ﬁadﬂZ). He and his talents came to be known
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% Jomestown .  to President Chandler during the 1957 Gmi&l-’éf’ew? John
i

350th A
/) Baldwin and Mel Jones had assignments under Chandler to en-

.

\@nﬂ:vevwi‘j

ST - tertain visiting dignitaries ‘and Mr. Jones was so good at
that and handled that so much to the presidént's satisfac~
tion that when Marsh went to Wofford, Jones became dean.
New :@ere was a rumor at the time -~ those of you who
know (;huck Marsh know he's pretty stubborn when he feels
he's right -« that Mr. Chandler said that now +hat Marsh
was gone, he was going to get himself a dean who would do
as he wanted, Iﬁm)ﬁ; was probably exsm disappointed
with that because I think he found that Mel had some back-

bone, too. If Jones had a weakness as dean, it was trying

to make up his mind. It was very difficult to get a decision

s o Mo A
gy 5,

*5,3 o @Qgcﬁ.,s,u;“ out of him 7)%. gfndeed, John Baldwin was chairman of ™™ --w.

. Ry e, poo
Ep— —

e (LR s,

o 4s the department of biology -~ some members would like to see

him out. There was a meeting in Jones's office in which

some members expressed this viewgand Jones asked Baldwin

to resign. Baldwin -~ and this a direct quote from Bald-

win -« told him that he had no intention of rf;signing) That

if Jones wanted him out he could fire him. So Jones bluirted o=

"You're fired!" And Baldwin says he reached over and shook

hands with him and said, "Thank God,after three years I’ve
r o
L finally got a decision out of youi 7l4nd-when Mel Jones re-

tired ©"_, Fowler,who was in history,

4 . R 7
@u W St j&w&&% 1

came ind 877 I feel that Fowler was certainly one of the

strongest deans we've had. Every time we have a new dean,
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I go in and tell him that he and I are going to feu%aas
geans+Théce's nothing personal about itg ft's just that
I don't like deans. You can take any perfectly good faculty

member and make a dean out of him and he starts acting like

)
O
a dean. For Fowler I must say that any time that faculty

2
EAp
¥

'&
member had something to say to the dean, &h&méﬁan'liStened§

axd when he made decisions he made decisions based on infor-

—

mation on both sidqu-and'gf course there's always someone
bt

doesy't-
who -didntt like itjbut I don't feel that anyone had a right

to complain that he had not been heard, and since Fowler

)
decided cases at least 90 percent of the time the way I thought
they should be, I naturally thought he was a good dean.

4? He was succeeded by Jack Edwards. Jack Edwards likes for
people to call himfJack 3 T like to call the dean'dean'be~
cause when a dean makes decisions I want the decisions
made as dean, not as a friend)and the informality does not

appear to me to be particularly in place with the positien.

I have been pleased on the few occasions that I have had

contact with Mr. Edwardsi-f ... I think he is going to

turn out to be a very good dean. I was a little bit disap-
pointed when he first went into office that some of the
things thet were coming out of there implied that he had
found the dean's office a mess, that Dean Fowler had been
unkind to women and had not taken care of everybody's civil
rights like they should be, which I thought ought not to

leak . .BQZ“‘ I don't even know they're true) but
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of course, anyone coming in is going to have different
ideas )and you need to expect a change as' they come in.

I might go back and give just one story on the dif-
ferenceigé‘- deans. There was a chemistry student along in
the '50s who came up from Norfolk. He had been at 01d
Dominion before World War II; he had gone into the service,
and he had come back. He had a total of two years at Old
Dominion and transferred to William and Mary} and his
grades in chemistry did not warrant the granting of de-

gree. The degrees committeg had. turned down the degree @7/ ("{M’ < M

U R
Mk@ean Marshall ¢ C° E‘Jf" LA ins ‘\> ;
S N
“When We started | night school, this student met me on the
wé Quanag GpliAR
campus and asked 4% we ifg in night school that

he might take because if he had one B to counter a D he
could hafre his degree in chemistry. And then this ex-stu-
dent proceeded to tell me that he was a little bit bitter
about this anyhow because if the grade in freshman chemistry
at Old Dominion that he had after the war was accepted, he

4%
01ld Dominion -~ it was William and Mary at Norfolk then -~

would have this degree -aad—ébhas%}}e had been advised down at

t0o take this course over.

He had been out three years

and they

)
had advised him at Norfolk to take the course overiand he

made a B. If he were allowed the second grade [ the B} instead
of the first grade [ the C} he would have enough quality -

points for the degree}’ Ft was that close. Amg I said,



Jev (Prtsue

A i i
e (shet |

2l

"Well, you claim you were advised to take that course
over. s¥ow ghat‘s against William and Mary rules, /Kgu’re
not allowed ;g repeat a course that you've passed." He
said, "Yes, I was advised by" and he named ;‘ei:erson. And
I said, "Is that person still at William and Mary in Nor-
folk?" He said, "Yes, that person i%ﬁtill there;énd he’'s
dean or registrar - -- I've forgotten which. T said,

"We have changed deans,and Marshall is no longer chairman
of the degrees commit‘teei Marsh is. Marsh is a much more
and I think you have enough of a case

)
that if you were to get a letter from the official of

sympathetic person

the William and Mary in Norfolk that you were advised 63‘:‘
that, you will have a chance." The letter came; under
Chuck Marsh the degrees committee reversed itself }and
this young chemist)who was working for the govermment
which I

)
felt a great deal better about since I had given him the

immediately @o‘b two G.S.}s and $1000 raise

D that had prevented him from getting the degree in the first

S,

to the %college .
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Session 2

February 12, 1976 Williamsburg, Virginia

w
Perhaps thei‘professor that I admired most at the College of

William #nd Mary was Dr. Grace Warren Landrum in the depart~
ment of English. She did not let the fact that she was

dean of women interfere with her teaching in the least. I've
already told the story how after one semester with her o o theeelor
that we sent for her. At the beginning of my sophomore

year my roommate persuaded me tosign up for a class with

Dr. J.R.L. Johnson. When we got to that class there were .
about sixty students in a room that would hold thirty. Dr.
Johnson asked who would volunteer to go to another section,
the other section being taught by Dean Landrum. By the

time he got to this question I was tired of his class)and

so I volunteered. Not another soul did. Dr. Johnson sternly
sald, "I see youy" Then he asked for more volunteers. No
one else volunteered)so he turned to me and smiled as if.

to say,"See, everybody appreciates me but you." So finally
after much begging and little success the students were re-

quired to draw) and half of us did go over to Dean Landrum.

Cif The other two instructors that I remember in the department

of English were Dr. Gwathmey, who I had for American litera-
;and Jdess Jackson, Dr Gwoathmey
ture, ¥He spent the whole of the session to the last day on

the first half of the book. z') - then he assigned us the last
half of the book for the last day and proceeded to talk for

forty minutes about the honor system. It was still a wonderful
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course in English because we didn't rush. For English litera-
ture I had Dr. Jess Jackson. He was entertaining. He
differed in that he was determined to cover that whole
book,and in so doing it was a citation of 'he was born,
he wrote, and he died. He was born, he wrote, and he
died." Dr. Jackson had a habit of picking up any short
pencil that he happened to see on the floor)so everydéy
the students would bring in three or four short pencils
and place them at different levels in the large lecture
room in Washington Hall so that Dr. Jackson)who was sitting
on the biology demonstration table)would spot them some-
time during the hour)and sure enough, he would go up and
pick oneaugyﬁnd there would be another one placed just

: enough above that to where he would see that. So
it was always a question of what time of day Dr. Jack-
son would spot the pencils and proceed to walk up the
aisle, picking them up. There was one tall blond who
kept weHeing—to—the—deor, leaving in th%giddle of the
class 3 ﬂ Miss Edwards, I believe, an army bratc)dﬁ gfter
this had happened three or four days Dr. Jackson posi-
tioned himself in front of the door and said to Miss Ed-
wards, "Just why do you have to leave in the middle of
class everyday?" Her answer,"Boredy" Dr. Jacksog)igpkétylﬁawad.”

i I

«...—— He reached for the handle of the door,ézélstepped
backjrgut she went. Dr. Jackson is supposed to have said

just a few days before he died, "If I knew where I were going



to die, I would not go there." He died between his office
door and the classroom door as he was delivering the final

examinations.
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Williams:

Armstrong:

X Ja

Now, do you want to tell your c;‘/ Pollard story
at this point?

Yes. In talking about the professors I overlooked Professor
John Garland Pollard of the govermment department. All
students at William and Mary had to take a course in Vir-
ginia govermment 'and- this was taught in the Phi Beta Kappa

J
auditorium,which is now Ewell Hall. It was taught by Dr.

)
Pollard as a single,large lecture course. Dr, Pollard
had his eccentricities well before becoming governor. For
example, every time that Dr. Pollard mentioned s amething
about his age the class was to holler in unison, "Oh;Dr.
Pollard, you're not old.® There was in our class a Mr.
Parlapiano from New York §iand Dr. Pollard . always called
him "Mr. Playerpiano" and left Parlapiano so mad leawdmg that
those he debated whether he would ever go back to Dr. Pol-
lard’'s classes. I was around at the time that Pollard
was elected governor ja.nd indeed several hundred of us -~
I believe at least a hundred -- went over to the "governor's
mansion;' which was 131 Chandler Court )and gave a few good
William and Mary calls and some of Dr. Pollard's sayings:
"Oh,)Dr. Pollard, you're not old;‘ and "It isn't what you
know but what you do with what you know that oounts)" and
whatever else we had been taught in the name of Virginia
government and got a speech out of Govermor Pollard the
very night of his election. The next class after his elec-

s
tion Atso governor he told the class that anyone who would
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appear at the governor's door and recite the preamble to

the gonstitu‘tion could come in and see the governor. I
(A

I
never took advantage of that oi‘fer)but }?{nderstand that

there were several members of the class who did)and in-

deed. they went in and had a pleagant hour with the goyernor .
: y %(p Pjg&ﬁ ~-{2§'}A—b€« M ﬁj/v‘g&b&/@g}
in the governor's mansion. " 131 Chandler Court, the

"goverror's mansion," was sold to Dr. A.W. Dearing};ané 'Z,a«"’!f-sf Fe i(,{/z,w ”M

“Wﬁ*“i“ﬁ“‘fﬁf‘“’ﬁ%i’mm‘?

A,
and-~then it to Thomas Jefferson Stubbs, Jr.) of

the department of historyge-—' Mrs. Stubbs lives in . . 131

Chandler Court now.[(27¢)
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to‘aisykgggggiiwﬁit go there." He died between his-office

TR

door %ff’EEgwglaSercﬁﬁ”é€§§::;m§2:$3§waa&&venin%mihﬁwiinal
‘ ﬁ epartment

,sxaﬁfiations. In the phy31cs we had Dr. R.C. Young

and Dr. Merrymon. Dr. Young had, I believe, been a student

at William and Mary)and his first position here was as an
instructor in Latin. He went to te University of Chicago
;“*iehﬁfkﬁﬁcg' physics out there with Michaelson and Milli-
ken and did his Ph.D. research under Dr. Michaelson. His
job was to calibrate the motor that was used in the determi-~
nation of the velocity of light. He came back then as head
of the depnrtment of physiecs and spent £he rest of his life
hers. Indeed he died at his desk on the first floor of
Rogers Hall somewhere between 1942 and 1945 while I was Py
away. Dr. Young took a liking to me because I was the

best plumber on the second floor of the building. The
troughs to the chemistry desks sprung leaks. The water
went through oﬁfDr. Young's physics equipment, something
that he didn't appreciate. Since I was student assisiant
upstairs and taking classes downstairs -- and he gave ne

a rough time about the water coming down ~~ I developed some
techniques with hot tar and a brush to where I could at
least stop the water from flowing until we could get a
plumber. I remember him saying that if he ever built
another building in which he had to share it with the
chemists that he was going to put the E%sics on the top

floor so that the chemists couldn't run water through on him.
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. . called attention to the fact that the roof of Rogers
leaked.. _had leaked since the building was built)and S0
it was not . a question of whether you got wate{}
but uwhether it came directly from the Lord or indirectly
from the chemists. One time Dr. Young came up and com=~
plained that there was water coming .into the shop)which
was right under the chemistry storeroom. One of the
people in the storeroom said, "Oh no, Dr. Young, that
isn't water, that's acid." What happened was that one of
’the storeroom keepers had climbed up on a ladder, had

oy Meen -
fallen off of the ladder, had hit his rump on a ¥5-gallon

A

bottle of acid of moderate stréngth(kﬁ;a\ggffgfﬁfiiz)not
hurt himseli), but he spread some ten gallons of acid all
over the floor, and that was running down.aybr. Young dis-
appeared quickly to ge%i%ools out of the acid. Dr. Young
had small advanced classes. Indeed he said there was no
point in anyone majoring in physics who wasn't good enough
to go to the National Bureau of Standards or to gef a Jjob
teaching in college physics; there were no othér jobs
available. He always had a small number of majors)and in
the advanced classes he had the students do the teaching.
He assigned topics and then he sat back and refereed .
Whoever was doing the talking wé§?before the class at the
blackboard was fair game for any'question that any student
could ask him. I remember that he gave me tke Einstein's

specific theory of relativity. That required several hours
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of background)and I put a equation on the board;and some-
one asked me to derive it. I didn't know how. Dr. Young
ruled that I could continue with my presentation providing
that at the beginning of the next hour I would derive the
equation., It took a full hour to derive it.
Indeed tha?igfesentation required nine hours of class
time. Word of this long presentation got around.3 Then
the math club invited me to talk on relativity. I
shortened that to two hours, got over to the lecture room
early, and covered every board there with differential
equations. The math club never revived; it took seven
years before they ever had another meeting. ( Dr. Youtig

r

ed to say to me, "Alfred, you,QQWﬁ”éood.man.

est th @é yoﬁ~ever digﬂuag’to marry\xéﬁt\g @erﬁe\.

Martha and/I u ed to-go out an&=apend weekends when.Dr.

=

and Mr§, g would go away; we would ba5y51€“their
v;uo<§/angsters. he fk.enci%j mo&d among us  can

be judged some by this story. when we had the strike and
all men were not to go to class(‘wsii the class in physics
was composed of about four men and no women;ma the four

of us sat around with Dr. Young in his office and discussed
the strike instead of going three doors down,gig hégzk§%ass.
He agreed% ?é didn't think the strike was necessaﬁé&\shat

as members of the student body we should honor it. <@me -

=tAmE Ny roomm
L
3 -

who' WS betTig "Naz:
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éﬂd’- QE&UM“&W Cpretime. W oz -M"Mt(;ai
and P
when a e ; - " Thad

King got hold of 2500 sticks of chewing gum just before
finaiL examinationt The representative of the wrig;ley
Company had given him these with the idea that he would
distribute them as best he could to the student body for
free. So when I had a physics final examination, I got

right behind Dr. Young and everytime that he put a test -

)
down in front of somebody I'd put a stick of chewing gum
down on top of it. Then when everyone else in the class
had their test he turned to hand one to me)and I handed

him a stick of chewing gum. He said, "No thank you, I

have a cigar." <;;Tme other professor of physics was Dr.

A

St
3
N
)
W

Walter Merrymon. He was a character. I ha.dxclass under=="" |
pd P TN X
him sbout the time of the Pena\, “{neident in China

)
and he spent more time talking about the relative merits
‘and character of the Chinese;:’ as compared to the Japanese
than he did @&n physics. He /would spend at least five
minutes a day on phys:Lcs and he could say more in five
minmutes than most people could in an hour}\. ge l)g;cmil,d
assign us so much that we spent plenty of time working
out the physics for ourselves. These were the days be-
fore the «xerox machine «er-vthe‘m,:m”@ % nine 450 mostt
of the tests and examinations we took were written on {;,/
the board. Dr. Merrymon's tests were mé( 3'.['he first
test I took under him he put eight questions on the board,

and the £iras-one Q)ehsoy\ who got the farthest along
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finished four questions. His grading was always relative

so that it didn't make any real difference that you answered
only fourl.:ia e second test he said he saw that nobody got
past - four questions )80 this time %hﬁe— only four ques-
tions. But he put so many a,b,ois , and d(s down that nobody
got past two questions. Dr. Merrymon is reputed -~ I never
saw this act -~ to have demonstrated the eclipse to some of
the classes; 4) Ih the laboratory-lecture room that he was
using there was a stone table around two sides of the room.
Qﬁ-he claimed that he would run up and down one side and

be da¥ the sun and up and down the other side and be i4% the
moon at the time of the eclips anziihlf; turned a flip in the
corner,landing on the table at right angles to the one he
had been running on.(:{. ‘m cettein he didn't quite turn a

flip but he certainly almost was thst @&b‘-\@.}

}

Now for the chemists. Thg Spemis try department

at the time I came -here in %7ﬁhad three teachers: Dr.

R.G. Robb )who was chairman of the department, Dr. W. G.

Guy, and Dr. A.W. ﬁearing.h Dr. Guy was my teacher in

freshman chemistry in 1192%’-52‘5 That Wasf\kﬁe second

year @g‘ @’C&W in Rogers Hall-

Before then chemistry had been taught in something that
wWas &t

was called the "tin building.® IW about /lthe center

of the Sunken Garden before the garden was sunken (a:f»terM

1935336?). The "tin building! I undérstand ,was a World War

I @l‘;uonset hut that had been moved in there. There were
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no hoods. There weren't enough desks to go around so that
each section had to use the same chemical glassware as the
las%ﬁaad Where the experiments had chemicals that had to

be used for more than one period{”there was no security in
the chemistry building‘)and»-se—-bﬁere a hundred students would
march out carrying tesgjtubes and flasks with them and then
return to continne the exper{ﬁment a week later. Even the
big lecture room in there had a partition up to Just about
eight feet}so that the fumes from the nonvented labs

covered thé lecture room and when a lecturer with a loud

7
voice such as Dr. Warren in bib&ggy;spoke3every person in

)
every lab had full benefit of his lecture.

Dr. Robb}i?%?a.native Virginian, came from Gaymont,
right around Fredericksburg. I'm not sure whether he was at
William ahd,Mary as a student or not. I know that he got a

masters’ degree at the University of Virginia in astronomy.

He taught at Miller School in the mountains up above Charlottes-

oy ﬁ»{?wx"{,

Ny

ville. He claims he was hfié%:ﬁ:;;ﬁse'he was a good shori-
stop and the students and facuity played on the same teams.
Then he went to St. Stephen% up in New York, I believe. In
the summer somewhere around 1917 or '18 when he was back at
Gaymont he heard that there was an opening in chemistry
at William and Mary. He got in.his)%?del~T Ford and drove
down. He asked to see Dr. Tyleréwho_;és then presiknt;and
Ll

was told that Dr. Tyler was fishing,ﬁthat he had just left

and that his boat was docked down at Coliege Creek dan Henry



33

Street} and that if Dr. Robb would hurry he could probably
catch up with Dr. Tyler before he got out in the boait. And
that's exactly what happeneé;gxcept that Dr. Tyler couldn't
get the motor startqugad-sa-nr. Tyler had told him, "I'm
busy. Getting ready to fish. If you want to go fishing with
me .and they're not biting we can talk about this job."

Well, if there's anything Dr. Robb'd rather do than hvnt &
was fish) " 80 he agreed that they would go fishing. After

Dr. Tyler had pulled on that motor until he had gotten

Safc\)
tired, Dr. Robb says, "Why don't-you let me fry it?" And ‘ )
ter said o Er RAL LI
Dr. Robg{says, nTf there's anything that I knew better -~ '

//’

than avﬁbdeléT motor it was an outboard." »ékk&&&ﬁ@ia, nT

adjasted a few screws and gave one pull and off it went,

3 F 3 o»a(fé/f
. C;&’L[@ g L 0}%/’

and I got the job.!" =F-assisk 2

¥

~ia%ef; ;ﬁi a pretty fail da% an Qmissary came over from
Dr. Tyler and said, "Come on, let's go fishing.® Dr.

Robb sent back word, "I have a laboratory scheduled." Dr.
Tyler sent béck word, "Get somebody else to do it. Let's
go fishing." Dr. Robb said hé really didn't know whether
to do it or not. He didn't know whether Dr. Tyler was
tempting him , testing him. But his love for fishing got
the better of him,and so he and Dr. Tyler started out.

The same thing happened with the motor. Dr. Tyler couldn't
start it; Dr. Hobb adjusted and pulled)and off it went and
a couple of weeks he got an invitation to join Phi Beta
Kappa.

One or two more Robb stories. during World War II
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while I was up in Charlottesville, Dr. Robb had a heart

attack. I wrote Jim Miller and asked if it would be

necessary for me to come back and help in the chemistry

Wei e

department erd Jim said no, that they}mg maklng out all

')

right. And as Dr. Robb was recoverlngégeme%&me“cnph&s
wayw%c*reeeverégl got a letter from him. Dr. Robb in

this letter noted that the doctor had told him not to

walk. But in the meantime. Lake Matoaka had frogen over

P

and the doctor had told him nothing about ice skating>ahd

so that he, Dr. Robb, had gone ice skating on Lake Matoaka.

While Dr. Robb was skating Ed Kendrew fell through

the ice. Dr. Robb wrote me he felt no moral obligation to

attempt to rescue him.

Dr. Robb retired from the chemistry department some-~

-

aised to go flShl

ek, L

&Mwbhg

where around 1947 and lived on for four or five year§z§mﬂr

with him. Every time we went flshlng

o
aﬂtﬁeﬁaadp$@mmemﬁhﬁ% it was 50 dark we-couldmit see the

cork before we left the pond}it was Jjust as if, with his

heart condition, he was afraid he was never going to get

back. But I can't remember a single afternoon that we
S

went out to Tutte; ﬁeck Pond that he dldn't catch more .

fish than I did.

Bruton Parish Church| at Gaymont.

wet spring day.

~)¢‘

.P&("a

@é/b"&/“éd LRI o,

When Dr. Robb edéua@wmwbmfﬁﬂffwwm

fop 2o el

It was a miserable, cold,

Johnny Hocutt, Dr. Guy, and I've forgot-

ten who the other pallbearers areu .éé%f € Zﬁ? G

g

One more Robb story that I should have told earlier.

. et
ﬂ§¢f/ ; Lda

N
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there was a group that came to Bruton Parish Church preach-
ing something called "moral réi?rmamenﬁy“ aadﬁgince Dr.
Robb  had) some sort of lay position down gZere he felt
that it was his dubty to go down and find out what the
moral rearmament was all about. I asked him the next morn-
ing}and he said, "Well, it's good for some people)but it
wouid never work for me. The moral rearmament requires
that one closet himself with the Lord for fifteen minutes

first thing in the morning.and let the Lord tell him what

)
to do all day. The Lord and I wouldn't be closeted together
more than five minutes)and he'd tell me to go fishing."

Now some of the others in chemistry. there's so much
to be said about Dr. Guy I wouldn't even be able to start.,
<. He asked for me at the beginning of my sophomore year to come in
as an agssistant in the chemistry department. I was a stu-

dent assistant for my sophomore year, and then in my junior

)
and senior yearsI was an sssistant in analytical chemistry

and I guess again my first year in graduate wor%ﬁaa& 2hen

when Dr. Dearing left I took over the analytical chemgétry.

I had had %%H‘é‘raduate work--thet enly  at William and Mary - -
but I hadiggéhaﬁe at least three years of experience

in the laboratory in analytica¥>and of course, I continued

that analytical for a lifetime. Dr. Guy was probally the

best lecturer that I ever had. The material was so beautifully
organized. He used the board better than aﬁﬁcag,eﬁek: . He

started in the upper lefg;?and corner with the main topic of
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&

would erase back to one of the major headings each time 3

the day, Then right under that the secondary topics.gamé he

and then at the end of the hour the main outline of the lec~
ture was left on the board. The lectures were just as per-
fect as if they had bheen written }though he never had notes
in front of him. His tests were equally good. It was
seldom a student - ever came up and asked a questinn be-
cause the wording was net smbiqueus. He,like the other pro-
fessors, wrote the tests on the board for the first few
years 1 was here)but as soon as the college could support

a mimeograph machine he had me type his tests,and I sup-

)
pose for twenty or twenty-five years I typed better than

half of his tests and examinations.When he got em~
barréssed at asking me he would ask Ed Katz. Thérc; “iWere two
. things he didn't like. @ne was a telephone and the
.other one was .& secretary. X r made that statement

at the dedication of this new Rogers Hall .and Mrs. Guy

)
came up and said she was well aware of it, that she

typed hundreds of letters down through the years because
he was avoiding secretaries at the college.
We didn't have any telephones in the department until

well into the '50s and then we got one in the storeroom !

) )
end we had one telephone for the whole department,-ever

-@we—f-lees%. Whoever answered the telephone would have to

wander around and find whoever was needed)mm

so you can see that they were quite a nusiance. We finally
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got three telephones in the whole building}and that was
etther sn - improvement or worse>depending upon your
attitude toward the telephone. Dr. Guy taught the large
elass in freshman chemistry from 1926 or '27 on for forty
years, through '67 or '68, and he taught it most of the
summers. He taught the same class)and no one else ever
taught a section of it. Before he took it over he had
one section}and Dr. Dearing had the otheg; fhere were
two lecture sections of about 150. The problem was that
100 of the people in Dr. Dearing's section thought they
would have done better in Dr. Guy's , and 50 in Dr. Guy's
thought they would have done better in Dr. Dearing'%Daaé-
20 they solved that the next year by puggng Dr. Guy in

-
charge of both lectures,and then if people didn't like it

>
at 9:00 ©  they could have it at 10:00/ the same

lecturéL Dr. Guy also taught the physical chemistry) /go

he taught the first course and the last course. He

taught that well down into the 'SOs)but one fall when he

wasn't too well Jack McQueen took over the lecture for %ha%»“f(aﬁm
first two weeks)and it was going so well that Dr. Guy went

back to his freshmeg,bﬁt he ngver went back to teaching

the physical again. Dr. Guy STit—that—the—first yoan—that—
~he-¥es-at-Willion-and-Mary———and-herhad been at the Universi-

ty of Chicago for his Ph.D.at the same time that Dr. Young

was working there. Dr. Chandler needed a chemist. He

called Dr. Young; Dr. Young recommended Dr. Gugéand—Dr.
7/
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Guy was going with Gladys Bennett at the timefaﬁddgladys

>and her father had

been a professor of education heré)ﬁnd so Dr. Guy came b=k
0L

Bennett had been raised in Williamsburg

to Williamsburg, married the Williamsburg girl, and spent
a lifetime at William and Mary.

In 1961 I taught at the University of Alberta at Ed-
monton. Before I left, Dr. Guy said look up Dr. Sandin.
Dr. Sandin told me that at the University of Chicago he
and Dr. Guy were looking for teaching positions at the
same time and that there were two positinns available:
one at William and Mary and one at the University of Al-
berta at Edmonton. -¥hﬁ§?Dr. Guy took the Williamsburg
position>and he, Sandin, took the Edmonton position

J
and neither one of them ever left the first job that

Aineg took.
(-'————,’

d epeartmest
"Dr. Trevor B. Hill who is in the chemistrx& ere at

)
William and Mary)had Dr. Sandin for his elementary organic
chemistry at the University of Alberta and said that out-
side of the fact that his grading was about ten points
higher than anybody elseé, he was one of the best pro-
fessors and best-loved professors there. So which ever

one we had gotten -- Dr. Guy or Dr. Sandin -- apparently we

would have been well off.

E;\fef“%j Dr.~Pes+ring was here for a shoigggmpimef“”Héwﬁéht to
Euvliuéw243 Hunter College fo eyg;alwsuﬁﬁggéyand then about September
L PR e \ (_;

193h#gewhéﬁwgwone year apﬁBin@ment at Duke’College and took
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what hq thought was leave from William and.Mary in_ag’ much

&

\\
;ince Presidegt Chandler died while he was ;a New York and
= \, o

there was no record of it, Dr. Dearingdéfg not return to

William and Mary. Dx Dearing st éﬁ on at Hunter, became
chairman of the departmenst i he 1950s, was elected chair-

i
man for six terms -- thayfﬁjig\a three~-year term there. Dr.

as it had been granted verbally by President iiiggker and

Dearing is now ret d to the family farm in Rappshannock
County, ?1rg1nz§ and to the best of knowledge has never
been back,ﬁ% Wlliam and Mary.

loss " his position here>but I believe that his failure to

cefie back was the consequence of the bitterness.

Now for the growth of the chemistry department.
Lo~ I 132, '33, and '34 the freshman
chemistry class at William and Mary numbered close to 350
out of a student body of about 1,000. With a student body
of l,000 now the freshman chemistry class is not quite as
large as it was then. Of course, a science was required,
and it was either chemistry, biology, or physics)and physics
had almost no students taking it for a degree requirement€>
go the students were about evenly divided between biology
;ﬁd chemistry. (There wasn't any geology here until much
later.) The number of courses that were taught in chemistry

at that time were at least as many as there are now}and

50 the load on the professor ~- three professors instead

of the present eleven-=:was considerable. Dr. Guy said
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that the first year that he came here he taught every day
from 9:00 in the morning uwntil 4:00 or 5:00 in the after-
noon. (%he classes went from 9:00 to 1:00 and then started
again at 2:00,and the two-hour labs went 2:00 to 4:00 and
the three-hour labs 2:00 to S:OQZ?aé—%ha%-ggve days a week
he went from 9:00 to 1:00 and either two o;’three hours
in the afternoon;plus two hours on Saturday msrning)and he
taught one class at night. I don't know how many contact
hours that is)but it 1is close to thirty. Of course, one
was not only not expected to do research here at that time}
but anyone who attempted it was looked on with suspect.
There was a rumor that Dr. Chandler fired Dr. Donald Davis
at least once a year for doing research on the basis that
if he had time to do research he had time to teach another
class.eﬁThe chemistry department increased from three to
four somewhere around 1950. - ... Dr. Robb retired; Ken
Gorden came in as the organic chemist in 19h?>and that left
Dr. Guy in physical, Ken Gorden in organic, and I 'was in
analytibal. By 1956 -- and I have a picture here that
shows the department over 3:00 tea ~~ we had added a
fourth person)and that fourth person was Dr. George Sands}
who is now on the Board of Visitors. Mr. Katz made tea in
the étoreroom at 3:00 every afternoon)and about 1956 some
of the students gave us large cups with the William and
oo~

Mary seal and each one withdq name on it. This tea went

the
on for many, many years and of course takes place
"\ .
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of the present coffee break.??The idea that research -
could be carried out at William and Mary grew in the 1960s.
Indeed it was Mr. Paschall's dream that the chemistry
department at William and Mary would give Ph.D.s. A 1966
or '67 plan for a new chemistry building included twenty-
four offices and sufficient research space for a full: Ph.D.
program . Neither Dr. Guy nor I believed that William and
Mary should undertake such a program. Indesd by that
Lsbodt]
time 0ld Dominion was talkingﬂ?he Ph.D. prggram5 v.C.U.
was telking a Ph.D. program. There were already Ph.D.
programs in Charlottesville and Blacksburg,and that would
put five Ph.D. programs in chemistry right along the C & O
Railroad, many of them Jjust fifty miles apart. It was
economically unfeasible>and furthermore there were just
not enough students to go around. The University of Vir-
ginia had trouble getting enough students to f£ill all
the slots they had availablej V.P.I. was having trouble

getting students and how could we support five Ph.D. pro-

grams in Virginii when there weren't enough students to mea
two? Well, vhen we finally built the new Rogers Hall it

had been decreased fram over 70,000 square feet to 40,000
square feet. Indeed. when the Shaner Report came out

a couple of springs ago a chemistry laboratory and half

a storeroom had beeh taken away from us and converted into

the area that's noiffoccupied by philosophy. The American

Chemical Society has a committee on graduate education
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in the ‘?Og)and its  suggestion was that there were
far too many small Ph.D. programs started in the '6033
<and-that-essentially all of them should fol@)and<%hat
the state should concentrate its Ph.D. programs in a
relatively small number of schools because they're toe
far too expensive to support at small school. So +the
position that Dr. Guy and I both believed in has become
the official stance of the American Chemical Soe{}y in'
the '?O%jaﬁéiﬁg are fortunate that we did not get the
building buil%fthens The college would not know any more
what to do with it than it knows what to do with the
physics building)or as far as that goes with William and
Mary Hall.

Williams: Did the growth of the physics department have any effect
oéﬁhe growth of the chemistry department?

Armstrong: The growth of the physics department was triggered by
Sputnik. As I said earlier, there were very few physcicists
needed up until the time of World War II. The growth
of physics and the use of physicists was astronomical in
World War II. So +the physics deparbment did grow some
at William and Mary after World War I%gmn};hen about the
time of Sputnik the growth of physics at NﬁéA really got
the physics department started here at William and Mary
because there were several thousand bachelof%ievel
physicists -~ I say several thousand,perhaps fewer than

thagibut there was a large group of bachelofilevel
s
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physicists at NASA. The director of NASA/Langley felt that

every scientist should be doing something educationally

toward upgrading h:m,self.‘J and so NASA/Langley gave these

young physicists Tuesday/Thursday afternoons off to come

up to William and Mary to take physics classes. About

the time this large group of physics students became availa-

ble Gmder conditions that their bosses wanted them to

take extra work and gave raises for masters’ degrees} éé
Tot Chelvin

got etz%—-e—f the head of the physics department Dr. Plttman.

Dr. Pittman came from Madison Gollege'j )?fe had dOne his

doctoral work at Johns HOpklnS but for twenty-five years

;{.ﬁ uvczi.g,{,u iy

had been at Madison. Some months after

G

Dr. Plttmamcame~~to W:Llllam and Mary I was talklng to . the
{Tules ;e@ E— e

presa.dent, {,;%‘f W Madlson)and ; wer -s&ys;‘We were

)
not alammed at losing Dr. P:.ttmarbibut we wouldn't have
wished him off on William and Mary--but nobody asked us."
Apparently Dr. Pittman had run for chairman of the science
division and had lost up thereyand s0 he was ready to get
out)and we needed someone )a.nd Mr. Chandler . picked him
up and broughthim down here. Now Dr. Pittman may not have
been the best physicist in the world)but he was an expert in
talking NASA and the National Science Foundation out of money )
and so he was the right man in the right phce/s\agﬁ the right
time to build a big physics departmemt,which he did. The
problem was that he got some high-energy physicists out -

icgg;z&)and in a power play, as best I can figure it,
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some of these high energy physicists wanted control of the
departmen%}aﬂd they came in to President Paschall and
threatened to resign)and President Paschall dumped Pitt-
man in the middle of the - term and put someone elseq
in as chairman of the departmen lwho was in a rlvai fac~
tlon:y A couple of years later Dr. thtman went to 0ld
Dominion as dean of science. (NGM&aésﬁn here we have a dean
of the faculty of arts and sczences, down there they have
a dean of arts and a dean of science. ) -And the plans down
there were just as big as the plans herel %hey were going
to bring in six research chemists at one time. Well, the
legislature squelched that)and s0 he got there just at
the wrong times ‘%e got there just at the time when funds
runiing ot
wergﬂ%urning—ﬁown. He has since retired, I think.
Did the growth of the physics department, though, mean
greater demands on the chemistry department in the 1960s?
No. It looks like it should ef~haves, and had the growth
been in the chemistry department it would have put more
demands on the physics department. I would say the growth
of the physics put more demands on math)but not on chemistry.
The hierarchy in science has math as the queen of the sci-

flgu is
ences _and all "the sciences require math. Second in the

3
pecK“grder is physics because physices is beholden only to
A
math. Third down comes chemistry because chemistry is be-
holden to both math and physics. Any chemistry major should

have as much physics as he can get)

but whether a physics major
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gets chemistry or not doesn't make that much difference.
Now when it comes to biology, biology is the application
of chemistry to living systems,and geology is the appli-

cation of chemistry to rocks and soils and so there's a

very definite pecE order among the sciences going from B

math to physics to chemistry to blology%; geology.
And that's not just at William and Mary._./fou're talking

about generally.

This is generally emd I saw no effect on t?e chemistry de-

Spesid ,{/‘/‘ Ol gt ’*éﬁfw‘*‘“‘% "é’\f
partment or earthe«reqalrementswﬁ@rs§€§,advanced courses

as a result of the graduate work in physics.



Speaking of faculty, I left out one of our characters:
Dr. John T. Baldwin. Dr. Baldwin and I landed at William
and Mary in September  1928. He was from%&small town o{.‘

and Y in o .

Keysville, a country boy; I was from Texasﬂ Wbodvillﬁ} ~ T
another country boy. We were in the same dormitory. We
both waited on tables. We were both in Dean Landrum's C
sectionj?ér English. He was the roughest Saturday after-
noon basketball player on the court. One had to keep his
elbows up all the time to keep from being run over in our
two~-hour pick-up basketball games every Saturday afternoon
in Blow Gym. His fields of interest.were English and Latins
I've forgotten which one was his major. He took enough edu-
cation to teach in the Virginia high schools, He wasn't
the glightest bit interested in science. He‘éook fresh-
man biology well afEZZ his freshman year to satisfy the
science requiremeng;«‘ég liked Dr. Donald Davis and vice
versa)so after two semesters of freshman biology Davis
asked John Baldwin tq serve as instructor in the biology
101~102 laboratory the next year. John Baldwin was flat-
tered and felt that he should take an additional course in
biology to show hisvinteresQl;né~beeaase~of"ﬁi§”fﬁﬁ€1?§3“‘
sentinthe-freshman. He was eligible for Dr. Davisk course ia
genetics, took it, became interested in genetics, and went
to graduate school at the University of Virginia under Dr.

0.E. White, a friend of Dr. Davis’s. John Baldwin went to

graduate school in biology with the English-Latin back”ground
N



at William and Mary and three courses in biology )aﬁd none

)
in chemistry. He had to go back and pick up the chemistry

at the Universit;ﬁf Virginia, £fill in 21l the undergraduate Lecvises]
in agdition to the graduate WOTK J.n biology. He did his
LA AT a,& e ‘
Bland/y Expemmental Farm near Winchester. After he
got his Ph.D. -- well, I think perhaps right afterwards
he went to Cornell and spent a year of postdoc with L.H.
Bailey of Cornell. Then he came back to William ad Mary
for a couple of years in the late '30s, early ‘'li0s )and he
and Dr. Bryan -- President Bryan -- had some sort of an
agreement where Baldwigfgédused to pick the plants and
landscape the campus. That didn't work out and upset Dr.
Baldwin so that he wrote back to the University of Michi-

gan and asked if he could have a position there that he

had turned down just a few months before. f:HE"hs:th.s

nsixngivl&ichiﬂga%.hemiurmmitum}ﬂnjw
?Ié‘ha@»a—»fe&d»mi&h ‘President-Bryan-and-got-that-position -
Bﬁ'e‘i?%"ﬁe left here and went t'gthe Umvers:\.t)fsf M:z.ch:.gan)
J@ stayed there about a year or twog {_t,he war came along

and the department of agriculture W sent

up the Amazon. He went farther up the Amazon @ooking for
rubber) than any other white man had at that time. He
didn't find much rubber} but he got more parasites than

any other white mans tooy-and he came out of the Amazon:

weighing roughly 100 pounds. Anyone who saw him at the

P AN e .‘x‘“"{ [jﬂ
graduate research on genus f‘f\&LAJV CHO0bver at the Kk {CH2E
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time that he was bragging that he was‘half a century old and
»

weighed an eighth of a ton, would not have recognized him

right after he came back from the Amazon. After the war

he went back to Blandy Farm as managegﬂei‘%&%&y@méaaém

&
B

é.t was his job to hire people to do the work on the farm.
“and c;ne time he found himself with a cow that needed to be
taker; to a neighborhood bull. He then got a pick-up and
got the cow into the pick-up, got a little ways down the
road, mmd was stopped by a policeman. He had dead tags

on the car. He tried to explain to the policeman that

the tags for that year@zeriuover in Charlottesville, they
hadn't been brought %aek. The policeman wouldn't listen,
s0 he got a ticket, had to go before the judge, and the
Jjudge wouldn't listen. John Baldwin went home and wrote
the judge that he had gone seeking & bull and had ended up
before a jackass. It was probably the only letter he tore

up without sending. ﬁu&fter-ﬂa“co&pa’:é»*@E«?eafswofwww;m@i‘sm@m«;ﬁ

gum‘{ AL O yﬁw’*ﬁf@w{ Dr. Donald Davis here at the college

needed a botanist. I believe R.L. Taylor had resigned to
become a member of the staff of the AAAS )and Dr. Davis
asked Baldwin if he knew where William and Mary could get
a botanist and Ba.ldwin?ﬁs s "es. I'm tired of this job.
I'd love to come back." So he came back to William ad

Mary. He was working on the rubber plapts that he had

Hod 4
sent back from South America,. Dr.}K Speese )who had been
M A .

in our class of !'32 also and who in the late !'30s or early
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'40s had been at William and Mary taking some summer work

.....

; £
v.},n {“»/éf f \( 2

the Umvers:.ty of ?1rg1ma:§Mhewd4@s) *S@'

<) f

landed at the University of Virginia in 191;2 ,the same

st S s
patkag g b |-‘~ x‘/p e, /),?f

time I dids amd she went on and got a Ph. D. over a‘c Blandy f‘ 7 e
Farm under Dr. O.E. Whlteiaa.sc. Vel Dr. Speese was ,%

doing the mcroscoplc work on the rubber plants and so

S@ﬂijﬁﬁ*«f G .
she Nt "We&i Eou don't need two botamists down at

n

William and Mary, do you?" And he said, "I'll go back

and see." And sure enough he hired Dr. Speese to come

down and help work on the~ H€Ye& | I et Dr. Speese
In

down‘lfront of the Williamsburg Theater,and said,"*Speesie!’
what are you doing here?" She said, "I've just been hired
at William and Mary " So I said, "Where are you staying?" She sa.cj
"I just landed 1rf’town so I don't know." I said, "Come on
by the house and stay until you find a place you like bet~
ter." Well, she stayed over a year. H42 Dr. Baldwin was
brought back to the biology department by Dr. Davis as heir-
apparent to take over as head of the biology department. He
was something of a bull in the china shop. He was a very
able personj’ ;‘c didn't pay to get oxﬁxe wrong side of him
because he could tell you off in either English or Latin ~~
and very beautifully. He and Nelson Marshall didn't get

along very well)aaa-d this feud was well known around the

e
AR e,
S

™
stat% *at a Vlrglma Academy of Science meeting. at a
s ‘W

/;ocktall party, Sid NéSV', R

i

a chemist up at M.C.V,
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knew of the feud -~  saw Dr. Baldwin in one group

and Dr. Marshall in the other group-%~5<§hey were soft

of back~t0nback%;~«—so Dr. NaﬁUS tapped each one of them on
the Shoulder and as they turned around héiaﬁgs, "Dr. Bald-
win, do you know Dean Marshall?" And Dr. Baldwin says sS4
without changing his voice, "Yes, I know the soééfé%itch;

and turned around and continued his conversaticns# Dr.
Baldwin was probably a little too autocratic over in the
biology department,and soon had the wrath of some of

the other members of the department worked up end the

(G)

255 1t was Dean Jones absihabsbige -- called

Dr. Baidwin and the other members of the depariment over
for a discussion%_ it the end of this discussion Dean
Jones suggested ﬁhat‘ggldwin resign. Baldwin said he
didn't have the slightest intention of resigning put that
if Dean Jones wanted him out he could fire himﬁ *  Dean
Jones blurted out, "Ybu'rﬁklredi" Baldwin reached over and
shook hands with him and ﬁégs, "Thank you, after three
years I've gotten a decision out of you." The next morn-~
ing Dr. Baldwin appeared at the door of the mailroom,

tn by
gree’g\eg all of his friends telling them "I'm delighted.
I?géver felt better in my life. It's such a relief. I've
Just been fired as chairman of the biology department.n
Dr. Baldwin%/éf ébﬁré;;iﬁﬁgyinternationally known. He
was a member of the Cosmos Club in Washington. He was

sent to Africa twice: once by the state department and



once by the department of agriculture. We&%.’{ the
first time he was introducing plants, seeing what
American plants could be introduced economically in%

leerla and what Liberian plants over here. One of

"15“";1 S5

IR
theiplants he saw in Liberia was thls\*‘bt‘e@\'\e:\‘{ﬂ') mé-ﬂ Ly fi R s it

w:.thln the year it turned out that this &mﬁh@amo:s was

a good source of cortlsone which had just been d;LS-

..,,}:ix,"" {i S )? gkt TR, /”/’(“"” ‘éﬁ)\_ﬁ ;,,,Q_,M-JP’“ M%&C/é
covered@ thasmhbwbaﬁtev—he«ﬁad beenmorrwt‘he

Yy

'{ﬁ & £ //ffﬁ' MM{ W’Y‘/( r}“?{é"’{fm (:zz,x.,»o éﬁ'}“f&/fw
campus_less ,jthan”a..;a r.to collect steph M jﬂ

/&'/
for..cortisene.“He brought a number of very important
people to the campus. One of them was Dudley%Bx@m) 3 E 7 f_ . g}{

who at the time was head of the Rockefeller Instltute of

Medicine .which is now Rockefeller Un:t.versz ty. -DudlEf

W"C‘{ “{é "‘-‘ [ ,Mﬁz%.?/,z_u[r P ‘“"*J,Ef' p iy N
Bronc. I belteve spokeﬁmﬂbhe Phi Beta Kappa and &‘?‘beg\ -—;L{Lu fwa?_e,@w% /

thethe-Phi-Beta-EKappa )over bourbon, Dr. Baldwin says to
Daddey Bron&, "I have a student here

that I think ought to be admitted to Rockefeller Institute Y
*\ /},{(}Z/{»‘w"& . ,i
of Medicine.® (They had something like 75 students and 300 AN

Qe e
faculty) And so Dudley Bronﬁ says, "What's his name?! He

wrote it down on a litle slip of paper and stuck it in his

pocketboock, and Dr. Baldwin says, "Well, I will have his
b Ve T /:1%"(/&' & ﬂ

transcript and letters forwarded." And Dad-}ey Bronq{{

"That's not necegsary. I have all I need." And in a few
days < got a letter of appointment: $3000 for a

the
scholarship plus $1000 a year so that he might enjoy cul~-
, A

tural acm.vl'b:z.es around New York City. Then there was a
{’i?‘ rf(’ &TA f!"'ﬂ'{‘;g“/
. -S%Wa I believe he was from the University of
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7S, came and gave a-lecture.to Phi Beta Kappagz Dr.
Baldwin required all of his freshman biology students
to go to that lecture. It's usually a tragedy when several

hundred students are reguired to go hear a visiting speakergy
1. Sabion afohit on pece I e o oot Aege TS

ATl | a

£rem-bhe biblical timesgaed-I-guess he talked on wheat

‘ - .5
s et
P

PR YE Ve L S

\\e. o .
rustﬁmd;\showed how the Jews prayed about :i.t; ')fhe Greeks
moved their grain up to higher land)‘ i?he French cut doun

the barbe:;}}which was the secondary host. Fre—statemens 5%:>K§imaﬂ

quoted in half a dozen different languages, &nd the g-}eear.\ter-— e A

~mend finished, the applause was like a clap of thunder
from ‘f close lighteninga‘%aﬁ’ after the talk Stal’f}é(maa and

it
Baldwin and several of us sat over bourbon un'tjii. about 3+00 ‘25%*5'“-“
e

in the morning ‘}and to the best of my knownledge ﬁSta\yeﬁvxm\

has never turned in a bill or an expense account; he enjoyed

the trip too much.

@\ease_ add ﬁ\e 6‘&*\16’5 c—t &&ldwink }n‘t'e’f‘esfr :r\
i&f\cisc&ﬁb}nj ‘the Q&mfus .

Dr. Baldwin's greatest contribution is unquestionably in
landscaping. His goal was to make the campus both beautiful
and of educational value by growing a wide variety of plants
from all over the world. His finest collection was boxwood;
many of the finest specimen are near Ewell Hall. At other
places on campus one finds the cryptomeria, metasequoia, Leland
cypress, and hybrid oaks.



Jsh

(When Dr. Armstrong retumned his transcript he added this
Baldwin story:)

A few days beforéi%afhg;ath in 1974, Jim Kelly, assistant
to President Graves, saw Dr. Baldwin walking across campus
with a saw(or pruning shears).in hand. When asked what he
intended to do, Dr. Baldwin replied, "William and Mary plants
are like William and Mary students: when a student doesn't
measure up I flunk him., If a plant doesn't measure up 1 cut

it down."
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Now I believe at this point you wanted to talk something
about the changes that had been made in the grading system
in the years that youlve been on the faculty and as a stu~
dent, I suppose.

Gradingwa@MW%&&iammaaéuMaﬁj:?ﬁ§%e%»E?e systems of reporting
grades have changed rather drastically here as in other
places. When I came here in 1928 numerical grades were

assigned with 100 at the top and O at the bottom; 75 was

)
s .
paﬁéng. 75 passing is a rather artificial gra&e)and it

meant that the faculty gave about 50 for trying and if you
got half of it right then you got 75. I taught a summer

at Alberta where it was O to 100 ,with 50 passing,and I was
One could

more comfortable with that becauseAF%en~é%Afbgive-%hem a

more honest grade. These grades, some of themfggg"right

high}and there were so many of them. We got eight report

cards a yearl We got a report card on the 15th of each

month for the first three months of the semester}plus the
semester grades. iny the semester grades were recorded in

the registrar's office in the permanent record)but there weze was
all of}%gzse intermediate grading. Dr. Sté%son never assigned
any homework. He gave one test about the 10th of the month>

and whatever you made on that test)whether it was O or whe-

),
never tempered or altered in any way. One time I got a

ther it was 100.went directly on the report car@; ft was

grade of 98 on a physics course under Dr. Ybung)and I chided

Know
him about that. I said,"Dr. Young, you know I don'tdég 98
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sad ,
percent of this material." 4nd he eays, "0f course I know
that you don't know 98 percent of 1t)and you know you don't

know 98 percent of it but &

T have to give 75s to
keep from discouraging all of the students from taking

For f'

physics,.the amounﬁd%hey ow ‘at 75 compared to what you
knoﬁ;? ought to glvg you SOO but the system won't let me;

so I give you 98. "C%Along in the late '30s there was
agitation among some of the faculty to change over to a
letter system§and a committee of very able faculty,including

Dr. Guy and Jim Miller. as best I recall, brought in a system

)

of 4, B, C, D, P with the A counting six quality points, the

)
B five, and the C four. The requirement for graduation was &
quality point average of Q)Which meant that a person could
graduate from William and Mary with half Cs and half Ds.
Along in the middie 'LOs I believe that the D was probably
the most common letter given in grading. Afteégil, a person
could get a D and a C}and the average of the two was suffi-
cient for granting a degree. The idea of making the A, B,
and C so nearythe same was that there would be less pres-
sure on the instructor to give As, because you see a B
counted five points compared to an A at six,Therefore for
purposes of graduation the B was essentially as good as the

A. With this system. Dr. Guy felt there would be rela-

since C was a useful and

)

respectable grade. This—dﬁ:&*&sk:——%he*facﬁifﬁ%~ During the de-

bate on the new system of grading, Dr. R.L. Taylor of the

: Capdd :
tively few As givenA not too many Bs
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biology department got up and said that he was confused

about the merits of the two systems)and there was one man

on the faculty whose opinion %h&?’he would like to know
before he voted on this)and that man was Dr. R.G. Robb.
Dr. Robb seldom spoke in faculty meeting. This forced

him to his feet. His answer was, "I don't really think it
makes much difference which system we adopt. We'll change
it in ten years."???he 6-5-U4~0-0 quality poié%iﬁ%gﬁggééd

until sometime in the late 'LOs when the placement bureau

)
requested that that be changed to 3»2-1-O)with a 1 average
(;r c averagé for graduation. The grades at William and
Mary were sé low, there were so many Ds, that it made it
o slude s _
difficult for placement to have bthese-people compete with L@aﬂ?k;¥bw@1
other schools that had C average for graduation. I had
copies of all of the grades across the board at the col-
lege for three or four of those years)and the students who
came right after that change were penalized because the
faculty required about three or four years to change their
feelings foward the D)and indeed the number of Ds did de-
crease drastically and the number of Cs increasel After.all,
regardless of what the system is the same people ought to
get the degrees under one system as the other. I discussed
the 4-B~C~D-F system with Dr. Xbung)and he said it really
didn't make any difference +to him whether we had numbers
or whether we had letters, that if he were giving letters

that the A, B, and C would indicate that the student had
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enough background in physics to successfully pursue the next
advanced course, ﬂ%ﬁ%ga.D would mean that the amount he had
learned indicated that he would probably have difficulty
with the next coursqand -  an F that he ought to learn
more before he took the next advanced course. So the

4, B, C was a greegéight, the D was yellow 1igh§, and

the F was a red light{ stop physz.cs}fprocegdm.th/cautl&l}\

and-provesd as-you.see. And-tHaf- he felt the criterion
for passing them was whether one cogid pursue the next ad-
vanced oourse)and‘%hﬁ%'that could be fié??;to any system.

" We continued the A-B-~C-D=F with the 3-2~1 quality points
until some five years agosand during the student unrest and
the faculty unrest of the late '60s William and Mary,behind

the other schools two or three years as it usually is, fole

)
lowed Stanford and others in getting rid of the D. -News

the naive statements of a number of our young facultywere
i@rd to put up with. They pointed out that the D was a
marginal grade) fhat the D was really not passing and real-
ly not failing. The implication was that if we did away with
the D grade we would do away with the marginal performance.

We did away with the D grade.and we had no way of telling

)
the students that their performance was marginal. The re-
sult was that most of the students who would have gotten Ds
got OsS fhen the people who normally would have gotten Cs

were disturbed because they were in the same wide group: as

the other people\and the net result was a large increase in



n\{ 'vk\«w «’4"!‘ Ten

50

the number of Bs. -New a year or so ago Stanford Universi-
ty put the D back in, and so William and Mary, following as ,
> Fevacwendl G LULLD
usual, will put the D back in next September. There had {
been agitation @th@ faculty to get the D rec<>n31dered
by the educational policy committee. There were some mem-
bers of the educational policy commitiee who were dragging -

O REERA Lot .
their feet on it and when the faculty would ask for it] they

)
would come back and say, "Well, we haven't been able to
: ago
agree on it." So about a year, I guess, or a little bit
A

less the thing came up again iﬁ?faculty meetingyand I

made g motion that the faculty instruct the proper com-

mittee to bring in a system restoring the D grad%ﬁ&mi

one of the members of the committee got up and susgssied &8l asd
;ﬁat if they could not in good conscience bring in such

a system?and‘gy‘answer to that was then I thought they should
resign and leg'somebody get on the committee who would follow
the will of the faculty. The committee dﬁgfﬁzwfe31gn) tt
found that it could bring in such a system in« 1975)and the
faculty has voted to restore the D grade and haswveeédrtﬁ

go on an A-L, B-3, G-2, D-Tywhich is a little different wher ,{/ww

beforevput it is the most widely used system in the countryy

~aaé§u$he$e£e¥e our transcripts will be easily read by the

/

people who normally have to read transcripts. We are try-
ing to convey some information to the persomnnel people in
both graduate schools and in industry)and it seems to me

that we should get .that to them in the way that it is the
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easiest for them to interpret. That does not mean that I
believe that A-B-C-D-F is the ultimate in evaluating stu-
dents; it just happens to be as good as we can do. Evéry
system of grading is unsatisfactor%)so it isysolely a mat-
ter of getting a system that is thé least unsatisfactory
one.ﬁﬁbf course, we had a rash of pass/fail along with
this .elimination of the D. It was supposed to take the
pressure of the student§and the hopes were that the stu-
dent would go out into other areas, other depariments
‘where he would be afraid to take a course on the A-B-G-F.
It didn't turn out that way,and in a number of schools
the féculty'member turned in the letter as usual. The
registrar changed the A-B-C over to a pass and and any-
thing else under that to a fail. Some studies were made)
and they showed that the students who were on pass/fail
made lower grades than they would have been expected to
make if they were on A-B-0>so that when students went on
pass/fail they simply did just enough to ge?npassﬁu There

\joua\nal A

was a study in a chemistry not long ago timt—came—cuttm—
A

(&he Journal of College Science Teachin%>in which a large

number of sections taught by different teachers were studied,
n Lot the ccuise ]

and g questionaire was glven out at the first as to the
1

-

students' interest in pass/fail, whether they believed in ﬁfi)
) Lhere were "
Fhew, and a number of other questlon%Eaad additional questinnaires
DA n
at the end of the term. The only correlation that could

be found between the number of students who elected pass/fail
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and the instructors was in terms of the reputation of the
instructors’ #f the instructors had reputations of being
fair graders, put douwn the grounégﬁles, and the stuéenﬁ
felt that he could get a grade based on what he had accom-
lished, there were very few pass/fails. In the sections
where the reputation of the instructor was that the

grades did not follow performance, ‘that the instructor's
tests were vague,and that the grading was not such as

the student could understand it, then there was a large
proportion of the students that went pass/fail. So. thab-
{— it appears to ime that pass/fail is a cop-out for the
student and a cop~out for the instructor.#{This whole busi-
ness of grading:;;;y discussed up at Mt. Holyoke a couple
years ago)and one of the chemistry professors from Antioch
got up and told how well he knew the students and what
good friends of his they were and that he couldn't write
down grades for them and that he could not write letters to
the medical schools evaluating {these students, that the
medical schools would have to get along without it. He was
about the worsk of half a dozen who talked that way, in-
cluding the statement that he could not play God and give
grades to these people. When I had a chance to talk . my
answer to that was that if he and the rest of us who knew
the students well could not help the medical schools make
their selections)then the medical schools would have to make

their selections on some less valid criteria, including a
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single test, that theBiGAT-test would become more and more
mportantiic:;hat the evaluat:.on might be well made on that.
My final question was not whether he was God or man but
whether he was a man ot e mouse . There was a Canadian
who came up to me after the session and suggested that he
thought that the Americans had gone stark raving mad on
this whole business of .té’ grading and that he felt that

it was nice to know some of us were willing to evaluate

the students in at least five categories. So I think that
we will never have a system of grading that we like, that

ov sSimples
we enjoy, but I don't see anything better/\than A-B-C-D-Fpr

oxr-simpler and anyone who has tried to cut a bell-—shape%* %ﬁ-f& papaest
M—E&nd students follow the bell-shaped curvi‘ -amd: profes-
sors follow the bell-shaped curve}and pluitbers follow the

bell-shaped curve)and unfortunately doctors follow the bell-

%
!
{
2
]
H
/

shaped cuwei;f;gw?«fé"tihere are about 10 or 20 percent unusually /
good and about 50 or 60 percent that are adequate and about /
/
20 percent that shouldn't be caught dead in the proi‘essxony
Wﬁhgmm‘; ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, .

%@%ﬁe—‘be%mm Jcuts in five peints- parts than it does )

/w__,,»- —«Wﬂm‘“ ’1

in four. e

To end this interview I'd like to express some

cpinions on democracy in the college. When I came to Wil-
liam and Mary it‘was a one-man show. Dr. Chandler selected
the faculty, said who would advance, fired faculty. He was
the president of}\Phi Beta Kappa g;ocietyi #e took a list of

eligible students and said, "Now I think we ought to elect
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down to about her%" and brought in the names of the ones
that he thought to be elected from the alumni and as
honorarieﬁgaaé %F became a shadow of Dr. Chandler, too.
When he left and Mr. Bryan came in there was a considerable
lessening of the autocratic process. With Mr. Pomfre?;who
was a scholar, I don't think that the faculty felt op-
pressed)and indeedf:;ntellectual leadership was probably
better under him than under anybody else because he was a
scholar himself. The whole business of democracy within
the faculty didn't com%i;n a serious way until a few years
ago during the student revolts;aaé-at the same time that the
students decided they wanted to take over the faculty func-
tions +the faculby decided it wanted to take over the ad-
ministrative functions. Everybody wanted to do anything
but what he was supposed to dzﬁgad ggre at the college

now we have democracy in the faculty as a whole. We have
democracy down to the departments. Indeed I hearqione
department that for personnel evaluation has ten members.
It has ten committees composed of nine persons, that is,
everybody but the one member who is being discussegpgo

nine get together and give their opinion of the tenﬁ:zgir
and this goes into his evaluation. Well, I know |
that anything that's said in a committee of nine is going
to get back to the other person. If there was ever a system

@
devised 1o have every person on the facultﬂhad at every other

person on the faculty, this is it! It used to be we could
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mad at the chairman and the president. Now ererybody is

looking over his shoulder to see who is mad at him and

who is going to stop him on his way up. I think

democracy has gone too far. I think that it is gone

to where it is counterproductive. The president of this

college and of other colleges around the country can't

lead; the deans can't lead,g #hey‘re bogged down in

democracy. The departments are so bogged down in democracy
<

@& -~
that the chairm&n of the departmenikcan’t get much done.

Aaad';ndeed if we expect to have real progress in the col-

-

lege it must be from a strong president or a strong dean

7

or a strong chairman because as—the—ctommitteeey—as the

faculty as a whole can't have ideas and can't push ideasj th.s
<Phey can only be done by individualiﬁgﬂdtgt appears to ﬁe

that if ﬁe expect real progress we've go£’t0 get ‘the indi-
viduals with the -ideas in the proper positions and allow

durdenin
them to lead withou?ﬂ 3 them down with all of this so~-

called democracy.

Youkdidn’t say anything about democracy under Chandler or
Paschall.

Well, democracy under this*wcn%ﬁ#bgiAdmiral Chandler and under
Paschall. T don't think there was too much of it but on the
other hand the autocratic hand was not heavy,either. I think
that the administration has lost iis capacity to administer - —
probably in the last ten yeargzsust as the heads of departments

are now chairmen. of the departments, - I think that the
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department chairmgh and the administration -~ the dean and
the president -~ are both in a pretty néar impossible posi-
tion to make any real leaps forward.

Now. a last word on the honor system. The honor system
back in the !'30s and early 'LiOs had no civil rights built in
at all. lThe head of the honor council would go to the accused’s

room at Egéc'in the morning, get him up out of bed, march

him in«i?%ﬁ&§8ver to a room where he was accused - and asked

4 i
whether he was quilty or not. It was probably as degrading

a system as could have been put together and certainly was

free from any human rights. It was Dean Woodbridge o} the
. had

law school and Mr. Lambertjyho Kas-&n-many positions around
. A

heréSwho have civilized the honor system and %%§§$22i§3ted

on some reasonable rights for the accused. Nbg«the honor
system as a whole) I saw more cheating on the first test

I took in graduate school at the University of Michigan than
I have seen at William and Mary in fority years. So. while

the honor system may not work perfectly it has worked rather
well for meyand it has worked rather well for the chemistry
department. I think that where there are Widé%cale violations
of the honor system that it is a question of the professor
not making definite assigmments, of the students being con-
fused about what they are supposed to study,fﬁ;gif%§§;2;§?§E$3 =g
the examination with a feeling of frustration thaf they

don't know what they're going to have or what areas they're

going to be itested on, and that it is this frusitration of not
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knowing the ground rules that leads to large amounts of
cheating. If the students know the ground rules they'!ll
play the game; if they don't then the frustration will

make them go outside the rules.
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