Arthur W. Phelps

Having come to William and Mary in 1945 Mr. Phelps has
been on the law faculty (at first the department of juris-
prudence) longer than anyone in Williamsburg. At one time
dean of the law school, he has observed its modern growth
and tells of this in his interview. The transcript was approved

(with a few additions) by Mr. Phelps.
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[Theodore- 5. 1
You were talking sbout DeanAQox and the law school and that
President Bryan gave him a great deal of reSponsibility.
Yes, he was very good at  organizing special eventsj%%k@?
when President Roosevelt came}?e did that. He would do
the wonderful Christmas parties that Mr. Bryan had. -iné
ilso, I think he did the dances,%n the Sunken laW?S&ﬁé%
ieslie Cheek did the decorating] but Dean Cox k&g headed
that vpe, N and—welds, Eé headed up all the special
functions foﬁﬁroBryan*' the la%‘students were Mr. Bryan's
aides -~ BlakebNQWton ané Cecil Harper and Pat Lyons, who is
now dead, Billy Roberts o @hﬂadegdﬁaf)
This was sept—of-part-of how the law students were & port
o%-tﬁe,QcXE¥3@“ tesald.

€ That's right. It was smal%j

¥ there were Jjust a few students in the law school';but the
law school was very close to the main college.

A great many of the teachers in the law school were in the

1 h
arts college proper, particularlykbusiness admy%stration,

‘me/lés
fields of this kind, and government—relateéﬂiike labor la@?
VVOW%.ng
fields of this itype. We had a number of these peoplngith
with us
us at different times ~- economists were Working&-- so that

some of the courses were designated in such a way that the
arts college student could take them or the&® they would be

a part of the law school program. A4nd frankly, the arts



sl
college students were excellent students)well capable of

A—s a ';,( e

taking the course. yatter of fact, one of themitook\trusts
N >

and estates which 1s a highly complicated legal course?but

7
-

he was leading into insurancegand he did very well.
seud

Williams:s Yogmtheugh%~this interdisciplinary approach was really bene~

ficial to the law scho@lg%
A, Phelps: I think it was;and~E~think«aﬁdwhopefully it will get back to
A Lhave 1

this to some degree but as W§1moved into becoming a full-
scale law school, it's been necessary to adhere more closely
to the traditional concepts of a law school. And many of
us feel, to some extent, that this is a mistake;énd we hope
some day we may get back to an interdisciplinary approach.

Williams:"#ecause the school did start out as the ﬁchoolfof overnment

A .
LJCN\ Gartay\cl:l

and /Di‘tizenship@ﬂ-né‘jgs I understand, Ml".4 Pollard and Dr. [J.4 C.J
Chandler were really the ones who got it starte@%

A, Phelps: That!s my understanding, too, although I'm sure thabt -<-I think Judge Shewmake
was a little later, wasn't he? He was very active in pro-

Clew sohooll 7

moting theq~§?and I think he had this broad concept of teach-
ing law-gndshe gave a very good talk here many years ago

0]
to a small group about his conception of a law schoo%?aé@ﬁg

tiese-iinesy /And I think he got it from the earlier ex-

perience here with the law school.
Williams: When you cam%éfit was called the ﬁepartment of fﬁrisprudence?
A. Phelps: Right.
Williams: But it was part of the Marshall-Wythe School of Government and

Citizenship?
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Righﬁjandﬂthe_h@ghex;Salaxies f@;iexactly the same as the

professors! salaries on the academic side. % that re-
Lr e Z

maine@hfor many years g true—for-many-years. In other

words, we were that much a part of the collegg}%haﬁ?we

were really a departmente in the S lest sense,

Somgone told me -~ and this may be hearsay -- that the way
thefzghool came to be called a law school)no one really knew
when it was that it sort of had to be done in a roundabout
way. Do you know of this? (&his could have been totally er-
roneous information?)

It was along about '47 or L8, I think, that we shifted from
this over to the Ivzarshau,-wthfsmoozl of Law. I think -- I'm
trying to think now ~- it probably was a little later than
that, net—bthef -- probably during Woodbridge's era or Curtis'g
-- I don't know which";but I believe it was Woodbridge's.

I think that was when this question came up. They were try-
ing to date a poritrait of Dean WOOdbridgéTand they were
trying to figure out when he was dean;and they said, "Well,
all of a sudden, after one summer, it was called the law
school." So-I~Wondéred I there was"

YOU)‘@Wnci'tﬁ§§)I'm sure)along in there in the minutes of the

board

But that shift was a part?and the law review was changed from
a review of Virginia law, which I instituteqp amd was very

modestly'successful)but that was the start of the William and



Williams:
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Mary Law Review. (;bout the same time that the name of
changed
the law sch001& the name of the law review changed so it

became the Wilt¥iam and Mary Law Review:> Part of the pur-

pose of that was to gain more national recognition, frankly,
by having a. law review. I thought that was a good ides
and that was our intention to lead into this, but I thought
it was a little untimely. T thought we hadn't quite ar-
rived at the point;but it seems to me that it's worked
pretty WGl%?b&? I was a little hesitant about moving that
fast into this area becausg/;at that tim%;%we were just be-
ginning «- you were asking what period we began -~ we were
beginning to attract student§9aﬁ%fgf course;the ending of
the war brought students in5 Iﬁhisiﬁas what really gave us
our first real boost. Bul somewhere around --‘appraxima%siy%?
really it was a little after Mr. Woodbridge's tenure -- we
began to attract a more broadly national group. We had al=-
ways had some students from other statss;but we began to at-

e

tract them in larger numbers)and they were not dependent on

this military bulgej /?hey were dependent on the fact that
the school was becoming recognized as a goodkschoo%gaaé I

Aw D) TAXAYION
think when we hagd established the chair of 1aw«Fhis gave

[ mp ebus

added i &% bo the development of the school and gained us
&%£¢@¥Gm% P gai

& great deal of national recognition and reputation.

Was this taxation degree also part of thiﬁgfﬁﬁf building up the

sSttractk n
program and thereforiﬁ t%y%ng—%g—ge?-better students?

Ch, yes. We felt that tax law was an important area and one
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nor Judge Hooker graduated with a law degree from here

that we could concentrate in. mhé%:ye could developé&é good
tax program <- which we diﬁé?we devéioped an excellent tax
prograqgr-;éﬁg Mr. tkf%@on came in to establish the pro-
gram‘ana(he had a national reputation‘%nd many of his stu-
dents are well placed over the country at the present time.
I had a little to do with expressing the desiqggﬁgity of
this and pushing it. Also Judge Shewmake was very much in-
terested in i?jaﬁ@:Judge Hooker was very much interested

in having taxation established as one of the areas of studyEJ
arg a good deal of interest developed immediately for this)
and i% was intentionally done to give us a little area of
specialty above and beyond the normal tax courses that liyou

have in law school.

You mentioned Judge Shewmake -~ now neither Judge Shewmake

-

J
but they were both interested for a long time in the law

school.

Yes, strangely -~ I think Judge Shewmake was a Surg%% County
boy?and he did have an intense interest in the law schooll

I think he had been one of the first teachers when it was
first formed.

Yes, he was. 4nd I’%Eairly certain he was a graduete of the
University of Virginié}but in spite of tha@,éhe was always
representing the best interests, I think, of the law school
at William and Mary . Strangely, we've had several Virginia

people who have been interested in the law school.



illiams: Over the years it seems the law school has gotten a great

deal of alumni support, even though up until recently there

whe
weren't all that many alumni et were influential. Is

1

this not true?

A. Phelps: TYes. After we began to enlarge a little bit we got excel-
. Hs'ﬁ‘\/\'.’ﬂj T Bosd O{” \I(xc-"k.OG‘$]()
lent studentsjllke GhappelT “who is now a member of the board&
IR

We nag@?oster}who is now a judge. When these young men graduate@//
the total class took an interest in the devélopment of the

law school and ha@ maintained basically that interest. yﬁ?al-
well LAW  £G tohe
thpgh they aren't quite aairepresented in the aSSOOlatLOD7

A formallyﬁrtney played a very important part in the development
g T
of the law schoo%j%miéHma%ﬂse&éd~in%e@ea§;&né?;n the case of

the law revieﬁy?it was a student development. “Fm-octher—rords,
Nnsisted
shefaculbyms I was advisor for many years,and Iqu it being
a student efforqﬁaaﬁ’they did all the business work and plan-
v/
ning. They did all the work with the state agencies;—a—aﬁﬁﬁé

this was what helped to make them the students that they werej

.
o
=
&

actually haaéiiﬁg:the full responsibility. &4

QOV“5€53:<94V'68J *ﬁA@W1 with respect to certain policy mat-
ters and things of this kind:but I've always felt -~ and many
law reviews do feel it's true -- that you get much better
results this way. Those people really wrote -the sebicles
g vioih (oohover
(»exceptcﬁ; course with some here and
therék also many-of us gave them subjects to write on and so

forth. Some of it was the product of classroom work, so it was

in part supervisedjbut in general it was almost totally inde-



penden%;&a&’gﬁose people contributed immeasureably to the
development of the law school.

Williams: This is a "which came first, the chicken or the egg'-type ques-
tion, #ave the standards been raised from getting better

Condd

students or were the programs , the ez courses introduced -~
were they the cause for better students coming?

A. Phelps: Well, we've always had a core of excellent students. We might
have had less students;but we always had a core of very
solid students. Frankly, in the earlier days there were Mmawgmsl
studenté;but we graduallyizi:ed to the point where we had
no problem with respect to quality of students. Inzother
words, ﬁe}x£§§—«§;mm Qurn away hundreds of students who
are well qualified to ha&@ in the law school. Haﬁbﬂﬂ}

we get this new law school building, of course, “we'll be

Chvmbers 3(
able to take 1argerK To some degree, we don't want e o
oo much |

enlargemea%K It would be too large a law school in compari-
son with the rest of the college.

Williams: I would think having the quarters aﬁﬁﬁhav1ng your own build-
ing, rather thgﬁbeinézgjzgment in Bryan Hall, would have been a
factor, too.

A. Phelps: You know, I'm a great believer in the fact that you can have
education anywhere. The bulldings help;but there are plenty
of buildings asround the country where law is not very well
taught. They have fine faciligifs and fine buildings. We

Wi

conducted a vigorous program 9{ solid student interest in

what they were doin%é the classes were small enough to really



Williamss

A. Phelps:

V. Phelpss

A. Phelps:

bring out the studentgéﬂand it was a very happy time to be
teaching, really.-imi=a very fine group of young megigad
the quality wag,yes, good at the top. I'd say more than
nalf of the students were highly qualified. Many of them
have proved it since in their accomplishments. So, yes,
we get good students.
Let me ask you a little kit asbout administrative attitudes.
When you came here did you feel that from the president on
down there was 2 real interest in making this a quality
program?
There's always been an interesﬁ;except possibly during one
period aagkl don't like to pinpoint any one 1na1v1dual but
BERING THE LAM FCHI6L althowgh
I'm not too sure that Dr. Pomfret was 8011dl¥§-~afh% he did
back the law school I've always wondered. A4nd some
people like Bob Landgwho was librariaﬁ?made no bones about
the fact that he didn't think there should be a law school

here. So there was»a certain amount of Oppositioﬁ:but I

would  say overall //we've always had the highest cooperation

from the administration*zf;;~ ]

ﬁéﬁzﬁaéi-qﬁewf &t course the pace would be slower or faster
with some than othersbut even Dr. Pomfret;‘I think, recog-
nized that the law school wes goiﬁg to be herenand he was a

INTERELY
part of the effort. I really don't know mucgﬂthere was there.

Am I accurate ther§1€1r¢1n1a7

Yes, I think you're very accurate.

Rightgy I think if I picked one admini strator;he was much less
interested in the law schooloaaé’l think his natufal interests

-, a2 o 3 N .
weﬁﬁﬁgfferent, but we did have solid support)and I think he



sdhdgv@ﬁwb
, recognized the fact that we had , for the law school,

7% bé%’}here‘s always been a great deal of interest?but then
this/period came when there was this discussion of dupli-
cating facilities in the state?and I suggested to you
that I had heard -- but I could not state it positively e
-- that Dr. Southall Freeman had a great deal of interest
in this concept and was applying it objectively, broadly

& la
across the state and Qherefo*g; would affect oup4school;/

desling
(;t was very small at that tlmé You see they were Teeling
with the matter of efficiency and 1ncomg)and we were
spending a little more money than we were making. Now, of
course, we help the college proper much more than they help
uiigt—thé*pTGSEnt“time. Sgﬂ£g¥i%;§ completely turned around
that flow of income so that we;;Z;Z'really having a big fight to get what we
considerqﬁia fair proportion of the income that we generate.
But the picture was exactly opposite in those days. So Dr.
Freeman or whoever it Was<§r a group of people undoubtedlyi)
established a state policy of doing away with duplicating
facilities. 4s a2 matter of fact, we lost our library
science program here; other programs were lost as a result of

,,,,,,,

was quite a tug-of-war and there were substantial interests CI'thhd&chj‘suhsﬁsﬁia
[nberesis

WhO wanted the law schooI=aﬁd—f~%htnk—very—subs*azﬁnairﬂjﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁnﬁ;’

J@ﬂ%nd there were other people who wanted to apply this
theony*&fc#&ccbiveijé> end Wwe got i a lot of solid news-

paper support and sc forth and all of a sudden it was
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D&’c;&ézb v p . But there were two periods -- one before

- -

I came here in which the law school was almost abolished
and then the period when I was dean during which there was
A -- well, as a matter of fact, I was told that the law
school was being abolished and that we were going to be
transferred tozthe University of Virginia faculty. We
wouldn't lose our jobsjbut we would be given opportunities
at the University of Virginia@éut this never eventuated
because all of the school, app;ren"tly, got up in arms -~
all the alumni and so forth -- and it became settled@ ‘thew

,ame},then we moved into this rather inadequate situation in

the basement of Bryan Hall ana then we gradually developed
OH
to the point where we justified our new building -- thadls
[the I
righty Adevelopment of the library bu:.ld.x.ng as the law build-

mg()vﬂ%mh-mmm we recognized that #e time

wos a Jackee 1) §here was alsco the need for other academic

buildings?and frankly, I think, if we'd fought tooth and nail
BRAWD ME W

for aﬁbulldlng then, we would have gotten it but it would

have been at the sacrifice of the college proper. We have
gmeQW@: o ¥ N‘@”W
acted in a restrained manner in pushing for a law school
\ ) ‘ we

buiding S mg So finallygrgot approval of this K E Gew§ ¥R peSEDL
CVBRARY Fok 17
Ry /;,} bulldlng) and I thinkg-at the time the approvalhwas madc:sz C

- p , ~~\

- wWovlD BE
was thought -ﬁ the building ;6 so built that it <ee ¢ v

be fairly easily established into another type of operatlon
it wes “Chau\crfﬁy Thets

for other purooses?) ﬁventually;/ we will get another law
school bullolng@ M&t@mw hopefully we are
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in the process of getting that(@hich I think we're entitled
t;>because franklg;/I know we acted in a very restrained man-
ner?and I know that we got wgra good deal of support from

the college proper as a result of it. An& Dr. Guy was very

helpful to us in getting the building we have at the present

time because he recognized the restraint which we exer=-
. hew is a trilbvte -
cise%Qaa@VI think th%‘chemistry buildingdwas-e%%éébﬁ%eéfto
we

some extent to us hec&szfelt the same way . thst ot
he helped ﬁs.and so we should help somewhere.
What capacity was he acting in?
He was the head of the chemistry depariment.
I thought he was dean of the faculty at that time.
He was very responsible} ﬂe was in the inner councils;as
you might say. Very quiet operator, though. Not ostenta-
tious at all;but his Jjudgment was well recognized. Well,
he certainly was a very influential persom. (Discussion on
whether or not Mr. Guy was ever dean of the faculty.)
Lthe (Bw school 2 teg
Did this move ti:fpflish4-~ you're tdking about now in the 1at§1-~
I think it wa84239<5453r, Bryan introduced to the Board of
Visitors and in fact the Board of Visitors, I think, voted to
abolish it:ﬁhen e as I've been told, a week 1ate€4?they had
to meet again because of the uproar there was over this. Did
_move eyer ‘ Lhe 5
thls4get any farther than’43us%—sort~ef rumor or $alk stage.
I know the board never acted on it; but I'm probably thinking

more of in Richmond.

You're talking about which time?
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Here in the late 'ljOs when you were dean.
When I wos desn
;t never got to the point of action as far as I know eX-

cept for actions of committees which were appointed by
the legislature and were working on this duplicating -

., thing. : FINPY
f30111tyﬁ As I told you, I was informed that the law

schoolwould be abolished and that we would be transferred

L ;Z.m} Ak

to the University of Virginia. Now cervainly some rather/-
A
political decision had been made with-respect to ithisSbut that

got to the newspapers again?and the agitation of the alumni
developed strongly, quickly. But by that time I was in
Florida.

Now, on the state level the objection would have been
duplication of facilities;but you hinted that notkéveryone
at William and Mary was convinced that the law school

should have been here. What would have been their argu-
ments why it should not be -~ wogld it be that the collsge's
character was 1ibera; arts and not professional?

Yes, I think that had something to do with it. There's always
> - S6ME
beenqthought that maybe the overtones of Colonial Williamsburg

and their desire anésmemide 10 have 2 small arts college herg/

) e FeTE b
rather than one which thejpesdized might develop too broadly. 4 }’ e
t p v-4 7ﬂ}?&ﬁ ‘$ﬁ¢g5ﬁﬁy

But, frankly, we haven't felt any major opposition to the law

school from that sector. Butw;4bénkwﬁsammiimemzawiiméwzhenem
+he.
has- %wa&nwtﬁvugntw$ha%mamsmaiiﬁimimr”ﬂr%vmbmw@@w&eaewhe@e~wwm
O st LI BERKE ARTY
4#mrmmtwdlbe&» CoLlLECE
feetspstow. s I had told you, some of the people in the school

DESIRED

éif course, in terms of state mone
b s J
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itself felt that it should be oriented %o a liberal arts
college, not having other departments at all.

In connection with this attitude of various people, what

was the interest of Alvin Duke Chandler in the law school?

Do you think that since his father had been the one who
started the school of government and citizenship that he

was conscious of, shall we say,nﬁf'building upon his father's
work?

Oh, I think he was?very much so, & we 've never had any
bettei'support -- Dr. Graves, right no%, is supporting us very
well -~ but certainly that was the high point in the sup-
porﬁzﬁﬂéuged%g;% on a real drive to help the law school. And
if I'm not very much mistakeggyit was during his period that
this separation between salary scales--g(%hich of course was
recognized over the countrybu%? occurred;énd we started getiting

better salaries than the other parts of the college.

< ~
It was he who brought in Dr. Atkiqson)who started the taxation

program.

That's right. He started the taxation programjénd he had quite

an interest in the law school in pushing the law school and

o

Thy RewovaTED ) BRARY BUi eHBG,

then getting the law school bu.ilding}g The money was appropriated
for designing that, I think, during his period. Yes, he was
very much interested in the law school.

This Marshall-Wythe-Blackstone celebration that came during his
administration -~ did it have any effect on the law school or

was it just a celebration of the accomplishments?‘



1k

4. Phelps: No, that definitely was a part of the development of interest.
Williamss: Calling attentiontto it?
A. Phelps: Oh, yes. And the taxation, you remember, was esteblished
as a part of that progrém. That was where Mel Jones really
got his start -7 was in that event(gr whatZéver you call
that yeari}nd he did a very fine job areg he developed a in-

(0)
terest in the law school which was quite helpful to us during

cours g
therperiod of our development under Dr. Chandleg)besaas§1he
got it from the top to some exbent?but he also maintained his
own interest because we had sort of participated in his develop-
ment as well.
Williams: Wasn't it at one time proposed that this law school be tied
to a new program at the Norfolk division?
A, Phelps: There's been discussion from time to time about‘i law school
in Norfolk. And“nvﬂmﬂT7ﬂﬂﬁhfTﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁé@ﬁidemﬁhetﬁﬁgmq;:’he
thought was originally that it might be established as’a
night law school and as sort of é:adjunct to our law school?
but ?l&ﬁ&"Q?fbf course, rumning a full-time law school , Qs
we are -~ a full-time day law school -- we really don't have
the desirgﬁewm?ea%&ymgpe situation is very difficult for the devel8p-
ment,idlof a night prggram in our situatioqi(goﬁ in others..
perhapgzg city situation?although they have ﬁge same problem
in Mangy fhm e there has been some discus'sionéyg:it;‘
but it never has materialiggépaﬁé I'm sure there's substan~

tial interest in development of a law school theré?but I think

it'll probebly take the form of a night law school which'll be
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on its own, associated with Old Dominion University. But
EpUi sag el
some of those people down bnefe/\ﬂ&é—&g&s;oa—-oi-?this sud~

denly blossoming out as a complete universi uy’v‘a&& they
\/

moved a little Too fas’o)buu they've done a beautiful job with the schoo]@
gut it's grown so fast that they really haven't taken btime
/to :‘ At&ﬁm?dlcal program is another aspect of it, you see,
in this area ~- and I think? noW they've gotten to the
point where they may well be able to develop a progran? but

I don't "hmk/ at the present tlme%thau it'11l develop in
conmection with William and Mary") althoughg if we

2";'5 Into a new building and so forthg ?c,hew"e may be profes-
sors that want to work at night program. Most of the time Y4
day professors don't like to take part ;yg a night program.

So what happens is you gradually develop a night law school')\

ofF

and most of the time they ar%xbt op the same quality as the

day law schools. It's g funny thing. From a service stand-
point there are a lot of people who ought to have their oppor=-

tunities to study law M&O@iﬁa@@@%@&ﬁi&%w’

© (
ot
/—a” . At:caﬂ@son "a lot of his stuoy,coursé(he'slnot a lawyer
but has studied a lot of lam»@aa lot of his

work has,ylncludlno' his ?h D, Fo pighe n aa just this kind
need

of situation.) A lot of these people the opportunity ~- kﬂ}x(j
f"a["‘?'ec\' (?f’f@\e-—"'bc é’»bvc\ti f®w) but it's a big problerbeé«
what is our duty to the entire community? We recognize 1t;

-
pe

we haven't been able to solve it .

Williams: Mov.n g Feem $has Chandlery . Was Dr. Paschall
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as interested in the law school as Admiral Chandler?

A, Phel 95 Oh, yes. I was very surprised in a way because I thought v o
PN )..Q‘Gj BE” ALt FoRk Tﬁ&wﬁ‘?&’ 5

= %) he was fro:mg to deu.mtely -- he was very much interested

) e e i

in the law school.

Williams: /;#ecause during his administration was when the graduate pro-
grams really began to take off at the college?and by this
time/ the law program had become graduatel [eveld.

A, Phelps: We were beginning to-bedi poy ove QW way . Thst had ,scweth‘u(\ﬂ to do wih 54:)

j?;al{ ﬁeﬂr‘é was a substantial interest in the law school >4
;.t least I never felt any antipathy toward the law school.

Williams: We talked about various opponents and proponents of the law
school., When this abolition attempt was made in '39, Dr.
Bryan was quoted as saying that:h leaw instruction was not a
credit to William and l\iarg)aagzi /how would you say this has
changed now over the thir‘ty‘-.five/y'ears since hely made this
statement?

A, Phelps: I think :é’f we have national standing as a law school. We
still havé? salary problem ;\rﬁe-‘re”s*’cﬂﬁz-rgz even though we've
made very substantial increases recently) e’//we're still, to
some extent';marginal. In other words, the dean is not paid
nearly the amount here that he'd be pzid in a similar law
school. But I would say as far as the standing of the school
itself)u% we are well recognized . Part of our ability in
this area of recognition comes from the arts college, too/;

which is well recognized. But we have a fine reputation

over the country.
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+he
Williams: What particular role caonarshall-Wythe School of Law fill

in Virginia that no other law school can? Let me rephrase
it -~ what would you say is i{gg basic function?then?

A. Phelps: Part of its functioﬂi@f course, is to train Virginia lawyers .
because the University of Virginia can't possibly handle
the number of students who want to study law basically to
become Virginia lawyers. So we have an important place in

that area. ~ge alsqjﬁas 8 natlonal law schoo%g@we—a%sa have
(V]

noted areasqrn—%he develoPment(ééethe national courts matter

el lop.and I think thi
is 4indesd what may develop, an think this is going t &
) ¥
LEGrs LATILE RESE HROH
bring us closer to functioningAinAFonnection with the legi-~

— — o .
slation in the state,so whether this will become an adjunct Wedd yo. like v,

M

'
|
. , o tewerg whgT
of this other, I don't knowlbut we've all ready been given '

/ﬁu—am

. <
i -area of Doss1b111£§5vwwww'W~‘% ¢ which we're slowly ™\

e
ﬁ§57géfﬁ%ﬁk§%ﬁ }yﬁiementlna and really need the new law school building to )

AT

move forward strongly in this area. I would say that we
have a service possibility. ‘Wéire using our students very
well in the area of serving the Norfolk community in con~
nection with legal aid. We have service committees with
the legislature ~-- student aidgand divorce law prdblemq{'”

different areas of this kind. We have a distinct opportunity - -

’/,4%§%écause we're close to Richmond ¢y ~a@eee&a%éenﬁyw%b~§®
7é-g:ea$~dgal ﬁ$§¢*—f€mstﬁ§ Lo Ee - tone-besanse

Qur legislation in Virginia is not what it .should-be.. In other

words, it's not carefully done. IFe~ased—to-pr—thotitwar™

> .Egécently:iﬂ% very poorly done, in my opinion --
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Williams:

A. Phelps:
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Just from a technical standpoint. So that we have a great
opportunity heriagné’I also think that asﬁ?e first law
school that we have a place in the tradition of the coun~
try:énd I think that if we can dévelop these areas we can
maintain that traditionjaﬂ%?not just in the sense of the
dusty old book;but as something imporitant in terms of the
active life of the state and the nation. I think we also
have -- and we're working on this, too -~ a beautiful op~
portunity to develop a program for lawyers who are going
into government;and this I have pushed. When I was at
Columbia, out of a groupof‘?%I w;;\the only person who

woukd conceivedof a law school in terms of training law-

yers for government work; I mean I was the only one who

put it dowﬁ%‘now maybe some of the others might have thoghtrot g,

When we were asked to outline what we thought, I was the
2

onlyrpne that put it down?so it shows it's a area of great
o% "

dea;dimportanc%933ﬁ>ge have a real opportunity here for
this?and this would g%ing on back into play this government-
citizenship thing you were talking about, because you're
dealing here with the law plus, you see. A4lso bringing in
economics, accounting -- all these other areas could play a
very important role?and I do hope some day this very nebulous

concept can be given some plan. I'm sure that -- again, I

o ey “’?'M.
SH admirer of dudae S[\ewma((a'sj o his Eﬁﬁ& MN
was not4ve¥y SjVbut nevertheless that wes cic concepts.

Does it ®wsct  funding or support or both?

Well, T think those will come hand-in~hand. I don't envision
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any mejor difficulties with funding oncecthe solid base is

established for the operation(and that's been the ex-

LourSANAr

'\‘g@% and some of the o‘H\eM)C

Fundingd/ I don't Lhmk/ 1«7111 be a problem. You generate

perience, I understand, Wlth

these things, you seejyou generate them snd dou dent have SNy trevlole, TS
strange how much money you can get for thj:ngs that are
worthless now. Things that really have a core of solid
usefulness you don't have very much difficulty in cduté r\ff(

Williams: Gan you think of anything else I should ask or he should
add?

V. Phelps: No, I don't think so L jvst Hhak s i mpottent ~to mele
the oldest lsw schcol +the best |aw schoel

want- :
A. Phelps: We/-‘m a quality operation';\and we have gradually developed this o

ax we have some problems -- I would be the first to admit

“Z

-
o~

ity -- we have problems but we have,agein, &  solidly
based law schoojéamtr Pnfortunately, we've gotten tied into
side issues at times gver race problems and things of this
kind’;which I'm sure has divested Prom interest from the law

schoolltbut in toto, I don't think it's harmed the law

school a great deal or stopped itss progress. It cer- T ™
tainly would have stopped its progress during m 'Y déau\shl\o

if khle{ haed been a central policy of the state to do away

7 s 207 b snd (&n\ge’

gt & xvash want; the best man, the besi-lus Sladenrk . Althouch s 'T"f’?:’ M’gm:

v 4 crluls\lzed very much, I think they really do try to develop
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quality people. They bring in a great many people from out-
side the state for posts in order to keep it from being too
inbred and so forth. I think Virginia's a great state and

William and Mary's a great law school.



