



































The Alumni Gazette, March 1983

“Many times in the 290-year history of William and Mary we have seen life,
property and even the viability of the College itself threatened by the disasters of
accident, fire and war. Each time the courage and determination of those who
have loved this ancient institution have allowed us to overcome adversity and
move forward. January, 1983, will be remembered as part of that chronicle of
optimism and hope.”’ ; :

President Graves

Flames lit up the early morning skies of
Williamsburg on Jan. 20 as they broke through
the roof of Jefferson Hall (above) and caused
severe fire, smoke and water damage (left) to
the dormitory, located on Jamestown Road.
During the night, tired Jefferson Hall students
Mary Drain, a resident advisor in Jefferson,
and her roommate Cindy Goff (right) comfort
each other as they meet in Chandler Hall lobby
to plan emergency measures. Below, President
Graves talks to a Richmond Times-Dispatch re-

porter-while firemen battle the stubborn blaze
in icy 14-degree weather. But there was some
happiness the following day as students -
returned to the hall and retrieved their posses-
sions, including a dollar bill which came
through the night in tact. (above left)

President Says Thanks

There is no way that I can ade-
quately thank each of the alumni who
has offered, spontaneously and
generously, support and assistance to
the 185 students of Jefferson who have
lost their William and Mary home.
Your aid, in spirit and in substance,
has made an enormous difference in
helping these brave young men and
women rebuild their lives. l am very
grateful to the scores of you from
whom I have heard and the untold
numbers who have come forward
anonymously in time of need.

William and Mary has suffered a
tragedy, but we are so very grateful
that the students are safe and well. The
College is stronger than ever, thanks
to alumni who care.

Thomas A. Graves, Jr.
President
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College Suffers Nine

Fires Since 1693

Fires have been a problem for
William and Mary almost from its
founding in 1693. The Sir Christopher
Wren Building and the President’s
House have been badly damaged three
times each by fires and three other
major structures, Rogers Hall, Phi
Beta Kappa Hall, and now Jefferson

. Hall, have been hit by fires once each.

1705 -- Wren Building is gutted by
fire.

1781 -- President’s House suffers
severe damage to much of
the interior. }

1859 -- Wren Building fire destroys
much of the interior.

1862 -- Wren Building fire destroys
the Italinate towers and
much of the interior.

1879 -- President’s House fire guts

central stairwell from first
floor to the attic.

1930 --Rogers Hall (now Chan-
cellors Hall) fire destroys the
second floor and roof of the
building.

1953 -- Phi Beta Kappa Hall (now
Ewell Hall) fire destroys
rear auditorium. North
wing with national records
of PBKissaved. .

1983 —- Jetferson Hall fire badly
damages bulk of interior
and collapses roof.

13

Community, Alumni Rally To Help

Red Cross Leads Prompt Rescue Effort

Within hours after the fire broke out

in Jefferson Hall on Jan. 20, William
and Mary began receiving offers to
help that ultimately involved alumni,
faculty, merchants, organizations, and
a wide variety of friends of the Col-
lege.
One of the College’s best friends
proved to be the American Red Cross
which launched a relief effort at 4:15
a.m. on the day of the fire. By the time
dawn broke, the Williamsburg-James
City County chapter had helped locate
housing for the students as well as
.blankets, food and clothing. Included
in its assistance to the students were
vouchers worth $200 that could be
used to buy clothing at a local depart-
ment store.

Colonial Williamsburg provided
free shelter at the Motor House, where
the students stayed for several days
until they moved to the Common-
wealth Inn which the College leased
on a long term basis. In addition, CW
gave the students free meals at the
Cascades restaurant.

Many merchants and individuals
provided money and personal items,
including clothes, pens, linens, sheets,
towels, books, and toiletries, as well as
discounts on eye glasses. The Alumni
House, which served as a drop-off
point for clothing, reported that the

OW] room filled four times with
clothes from the local community.
Several alulmni chapter presidents
also called the Alumni House with
offers to help, and the Society of the
Alumni itself offered small, short-
term loans to the students.

Even sister schools in Virginia
rallied to the needs of the students.
Randolph Macon and Radford col-
leges each sent several boxes of
clothing, and Richard Bland, a branch
campus of William and Mary, sent
$200 from students at the Petersburg
school.

By early February, William and
Mary had received more than $23,000
in contributions from alumni, friends,
students and faculty, including $2,000
from a benefit held in the Hoi Polloi
on campus. Churches also collected
donations, and even a local roller rink
held a benefit to raise funds. The
money will be used to meet the unin-
sured losses of students and their per-
sonal needs. Any left over funds will
go to the Red Cross, which estimated
its expenses would exceed $47,000 far
in excess of its $4,000 budget for the
entire 1982-83 year.

Contributions may be sent to the
Jefferson Hall Fund in care of the Col-
lege or to the American Red Cross
chapter in Williamsburg,.
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THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES

Historic Hall Housed Freshmen Since 1921

Many alumni must have felt like
Agnes Winn Paschall ‘31 when they
heard about the fire in Jefferson Hall.
“I couldn’t go and watch because I
knew I would break into tears,” recalls
Mrs. Paschall, who lives in nearby
Charles City County with her hus-

band, Dr. Davis Y. Paschall ‘32, former

president of William and Mary.

Although the dormitory was badly
damaged by the fire, the Richmond
architectural firm of Wright, Jones and
Wilkerson has determined that the
exterior walls can be saved and used
in the reconstruction for aestheic pur-
poses.

““We think it is extremely important
to retain the total exterior of the build-
ing as it was originally constructed
because it is so totally related to the
1930 campus,” said Hubert L. Jones,
who added that the reconstructed
building will have the same roof line
with a slate roof, dormer windows
and Georgian cornices. The walls,
which will not be load-bearing, will be
braced for safety.

Mrs. Paschall lived in Jefferson Hall
during her freshman year. Nearly 30
years later her daughter Tish ‘64 was a
freshman resident in the same build-
ing. “Because it has been a freshman
dormitory for so long,” says Tish, I
think it brings back more memories
and is more significant to alumni than
perhaps any other dorm on campus.”
Mrs. Hilda Crawford Whitehouse 25
of Hingham, Mass., wrote (see letter
on P. 5) about “how upset and
distressed I was to see the picture in
the Boston Herald on Jan. 21 of Jeffer-

son Hall burning.” She recalls the
fond memories that she and two of her
schoolmates, Elizabeth Walmsley ‘25
of Philadelphia and Elizabeth Robin-
son Cowne 25, all of whom were
freshmen residents of the dorm when
it opened in 1921, have of Jefferson
Hall.

When it opened in 1921, Jefferson
was the first dormitory built at
William and Mary specifically for
women and the first built on the old
campus during the administration of
President J. A. C. Chandler. Jefferson
was followed by several other build-
ings, including Barrett Hall, linked to
Jefferson by a breezeway.

Constructed of Flemish bond fleck
brick in Georgian architecture to com-
plement the Wren Building and other
nearby historic buildings, Jefferson
has large, but unusable, chimneys and
a high pitched roof. Although the roof
was destroyed, the facade of the build-
ing, including the chimneys, are still
in tact. The building had a center hall
with rooms on each side (the east and
west wing), with four floors, includ-
ing the basement.

Until it was converted into student
rooms, the basement contained a
swimming pool and gymnasium. The
pool was used until 1953, according to
the College Archives, and the gym-
nasium until 1964.

Jefferson was the third dormitory
renovated under President Graves’ ad-
ministration, at a cost of $830,000.
Completed in 1977, it included new
plumbing, heating and electrical
systems.





































