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Commodore Hopper and Rector Peebles spend a few moments chatting

with Student Association President Lee Anne Bush who led the Com- vkl

mencement procession with the College Mace.

Dressed in her Navy blue uniform, Commo- |

dore Grace Murray Hopper receives her hon-
orary degree from Anne Dobie Peebles ’44,
rector of the College.

Dr. George R. Healy
(right), acting presi-
dent, and Rector Anne
Dobie Peebles 44
gather with the honor-
ary degree recipients.
From left to right are
Judge Walter E. Hoff-
man '29, author
Eudora Welty, the
Right Rev. John Boyd
Bentley ’19, and
Commodore Grace
Murray Hopper.

Cont. from P. 10

I'm counting on our young people. I've seen
you all across the country in the schools, the
colleges. There are some that are a little bit
ahead of you. I visited a third-grade class in
Independence, Mo., and they were writing
programs in BASIC and debugging them. So,
the rest of you will have to become ac-
quainted with computers in due course.

Ifind that our young people today are the
brightest, the healthiest, the most eager to
learn that we’ve ever had in the history of this
country, and I think we haven’t recognized
it. Iblame the media— TV ,radio, newspap-
ers — they only tell us about the 20 percent
that are no good. They completely fail to tell
us about the 80 percent of you, who are the
brightest, the healthiest, the most eager that
we've ever had in the history of this country.
And I'm proud of you.

And yet, I find those young people are look-
ing for something. The thing they are looking
foris a positive leadership. When I left mid-
shipman’s school, they told me my primary
job would be to provide leadership. And that

loyalty up and loyalty down. Respect for your
superior, keep him informed, make sugges-
tions. Superior, take care of your crew.

For instance, in my case, I decided that
every member of my crew should be able to
get on their feet and give areport and not say,
“you know.” I put a little square box on their
desks with a slot in it, and if they said ‘“you
know”’ during a report they had to put a quar-
terin. We didn’t take the quarters, but it tied
up their capital, and you’d be surprised how
fast they learned not to say “you know.”
Then, when they could give areport and not
say, “you know,” there was a reward.

When I was invited to give a presentation
for an admiral, I would arrive with my entire
crew trailing after me. I would not give the

leadership was a two-way street; there was

report. One by one I would introduce them
to give the report on their part of the work.
And I'watched those young people grow two

inches when an admiral said, “Well done.”

That’s something else we’ve forgotten.
We’ve forgotten to give praise when praise is
due. We bawl people out all the time. How
many times do'we remember to say, “Well
done. That was a good job. Thank you.” twill
be your job to provide leadership for the fu-
ture. I want you to remember that. Always
give praise whén praise is due. Remember
that two-way street of leadership.

We forgot it-at the end of World War II; we
went overboard on management. Everything
could be done by management, and we forgot
leadership. And it must come back, not alone
in the armed forces, but in government, in in-
dustry, everywhere. Only one outfit never
forgot it; that was the Marines. And I think
if I had a Marine standing beside me, what
he would say would be: “When the going gets
rough, you cannot manage a man into combat;
you must lead him.” And he would add:
“You manage things, you lead people.”
That’s going to be the most important job you
will have to provide leadership.

For that reason, I will wish you good sail-
ing. Iwill wish you fair winds and following
seas and good sailing to that future.

I'm deeply appreciative of the honor that’s
been given to me today. I'm proud to be part
of this university. And yet, I must remind you
of something else.  have already received the
highest award I'll ever receive — no matter
how long I live, no matter how many more
jobs I may have — and that has been the
privilege and the responsibility of serving
with true faith and allegiance, very proudly,
in the United States Navy. Thank you .

Senior Class president Tony McNeal introduced the Honorary Marshals to the Senior Class
prior to their march from the Wren Building to William and Mary Hall. From left to right,
they are Melvyn D. Schiavelli, dean of the faculty of arts and sciences; Susan C. Ripple, assistant
director of financial aid, and Marilyn Cloutier, a member of the modern languages department.
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Phi Beta Kappa initiates in the Great Hall of the Wren Building listened as Michael Paul Branch gave the student
response on the benefits of a liberal arts education.

were given out at Commencement.

In Defense of the Liberal Arts

By Mike Branch '85

rom what I have been given to under-

stand, the student response is fre-

quently a sermon on the benefits of a

liberal arts education, and I wish to
acknowledge up front that that is precisely my
intention as well. The reason I have chosen so
traditional a subject is quite simple; I am of
the opinion that the liberal arts sorely need
defense, and I believe that each of us has a
stake in the advocacy of the kind of educa-
tional environs which we have enjoyed here
at William and Mary.

I recently discovered a horrifying letter to
the editor in the Washington Post in which
the author suggested that a trimming of
Shakespeare and other less “useful” aspects of
the American curriculum would enhance our
production efficiency relative to that of the

Japanese. I am certain that this group needs no
convincing that the eradication of Shakes-
peare is a frightening proposition, but what is
important is that there is a trend in the eighties
which works against the liberal arts, and
which damages the culture which such
scholarship supports. I simply wish to suggest
that the liberal arts program is not “ineffi-
cient,” as critics who prefer a more pragmatic
approach often claim.

Learning how to think and learning how to
learn are prerequisites for any specific
application of knowledge. While I am aware
that we are not the individuals who need to be
told the value of a quality liberal arts educa-
tion, we do need to be reminded of it, and this
is especially true today as we prepare to move
into circumstances perhaps less conducive to
the values which we encountered here.

A familiar couple at the Commencement ceremonies was Dr.
and Mrs. Thomas A. Graves, Jr., who had returned at the invita-
tion of the Senior Class to attend the ceremenies from Wilmington,
Del., where Dr. Graves is now director of the Winterthur Museum.
The first Thomas A. Graves, Jr., awards for teaching excellence

In 1838 Ralph Waldo Emerson addressed
the graduating members of the literary society
at Dartmouth College, and he offered just such
a reminder, which I think is particularly rele-
vant to us as we leave William and Mary in
1985. I quote from that address which is
entitled “Literary Ethics™:

You will hear every day the maxims of a
low prudence. You will hear that the first
duty is to get land and money, place and
name. ‘What is this truth you seek? What is
this beauty?’ men will ask, with derision. If,
nevertheless, any of you be called to explore
truth and beauty, be bold, be firm, be true.
When you shall say, ‘As others do, so will I. 1
renounce my early visions, I must let learn-
ing and romantic expectations go untila
more convenient season’ — then dies the
man in you; then perish once again the buds
of art, and poetry, and science, as they have

died already in a thousand thousand men.
The hour of that choice is the crisis of your
history, and see that you hold yourselves
fast by the intellect.

I don’t believe that Emerson intended to
chastise us for not all becoming starving
artists; rather, he is reminding us that the prin-
ciples by which we have grown here are not to
be relinquished as we move into that afterlife
which students call the “real world.”
Hopefully, we have learned the principles of
open-mindedness, self-discipline, and
academic integrity, or, put simply, we have
benefited from a liberal arts tradition which
now requires our support. Liberal artsis a
scholarly curriculum which we leave behind,
but more important, it is a humanistic way of
thinking which we take with us. .

For me, induction into Phi Beta Kappais .
simply a recognition of that “way of thinking”
to which I am already personally committed.
That, in my opinion, is precisely what makes
that membership the great honor that it is. On
my own behalf, and that of my fellow initi-
ates, I thank you.

Mike Branch graduated on Sunday, May 12,
from the College of William and Mary with
high honors in English. He made this address
at the Phi Beta Kappa Initiation on Saturday
of Commencement weekend.

Recipients of the Order of the Coi
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report. One by one I would introduce them
to give the report on their part of the work.
And Iwatched those young people grow two

inches when an admiral said, “Well done.”

That’s something else we’ve forgotten.
We’ve forgotten to give praise when praise is
due. We bawl people out all the time. How
many times do'we remember to say, “Well
done. That was a good job. Thank you.” It will
be your job to provide leadership for the fu-
ture. I want you to remember that. Always
give praise whén praise is due. Remember
that two-way street of leadership.

We forgot it-at the end of World War II; we
went overboard on management. Everything
could be done by management, and we forgot
leadership. And it must come back, not alone
in the armed forces, but in government, in in-
dustry, everywhere. Only one outfit never
forgot it; that was the Marines. And I think
if I had a Marine standing beside me, what
he would say would be: “When the going gets
rough, you cannot manage a man into combat;
you must lead him.” And he would add:
“You manage things, you lead people.”
That’s going to be the most important job you
will have to provide leadership.

For that reason, I will wish you good sail-
ing. I will wish you fair winds and following
seas and good sailing to that future.

I'm deeply appreciative of the honor that’s
been given to me today. I'm proud to be part
of this university. And yet, | must remind you
of something else.  have already received the
highest award I'll ever receive — no matter
how long I live, no matter how many more
jobs I may have — and that has been the
privilege and the responsibility of serving
with true faith and allegiance, very proudly,
in the United States Navy. Thank you .

Senior Class president Tony McNeal introduced the Honorary Marshals to the Senior Class
prior to their march from the Wren Building to William and Mary Hall. From left to right,
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Recipients of the Order of the Coif gathered for a photo in ceremonies held at the Marshall-Wythe School of Law.

Acting President Healy
presented Algernon Sydney
Sullivan Awards to Carol
Ann Epling of Salem, Va., and
Samuel Kirk Payne of Dan-

j ville, Va.

Rector Peebles presents Bishop Bentley with his honorary doctor of divinity

degree.




































