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Welcome to our Homecoming issue of
Gazeta! Just as we are welcoming back

our alumni, this issue welcomes home cur-

rent students and faculty and celebrates m

their diverse and adventurous travel expe-

riences abroad. [m— W m
J

This issue of Gazeta boasts a wealth of
perspectives and stories from students

who have traveled all over the world—not
only to Russia. Cole Pearce’s article (below) sheds light on the complex history of
Kaliningrad, a Russian Oblast outside of Russia, and Rachel Waldon’s humorous
vignette (pg. 10) about local culinary specialties will speak to anyone who has ev-
er found themselves in a delicate cultural situation. There’s even an opportunity
to reflect on American culture in our interview with Victoria Kim about her experi-
ences in the USA. We have everything from Spain to Prague to Berlin—so make
sure you check it out!

We at Gazeta are honored to bring you another year of Russian culture, history,
and language. As always, we would like to thank the students and faculty whose
contributions form the foundations and substance of Gazeta and who continue to
make this publication a possibility; without you, the newspaper would not exist!

- Sophie Kosar & Emilie Clark, Editors-in-Chief

Bceé o KanunHuHrpage
Koyn lNupc

KanuHuHrpag—HeTunu4yHbI pyc- toT 3a KéHurcbepr. Peyb Mocnonutas,*
ckui ropoa. OH HaxoauTtea psgom ¢ ban-  Poccug, Mpycens, n MNepmaHnga KOHTponu-
TUIACKM MOPEM, HO rnaBHoe, YTo KanuHuh- posanu Kénurcbepr. MNMocne nobeabl Co-
rpag—akcknaB.’ QKCKNaB—aTo payioH BeTckoro Coto3a Bo BTtopoi mnposom
CTpaHhbl, OTHEMNeHHbI> OT camol GOMbLUIOK  BOMHE, HEMEeLKUe rpaxkgaHe yexanu ns Ka-
yacTu cTpaHbl. KannHnHrpag HaxoamTcs Ha NUHUHIpaga. Poccus 3aHsana Kénurcbepr m

3anage Poccun mexay Monbluen u Jnut- ero obnactb B 1945 rogy. Coetckun Coto3

Bou. [Nouemy pycckui ropog Tam? Ham N3MEeHUN UMA ropoda Ha UMs BaXKHOIo

HY>KHO HanTK OTBET B UCTOPUMN. bonblwesnka Muxanna KanuHuna. MNocne
OpeeHnin ropog KéHnrcbepr 6bin He3aBucMMocTy bantunckux pecnybnuk ot

ocHoBaH B 1225 rogy Hemeukumm 6oratel-  CoBetckoro Cotosa, KannHuHrpag ctan
pﬂMI/I.3 C TOro BpeMeHu MHOro CTpaH BOK-  OTAESNbHbIM.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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OpHako cenyac B KanuHunHrpage camas
ObICTpasi CKOPOCTb 3KOHOMUYECKOIO
pocta B Poccun. Tam HaxoguTtca us-
BECTHbIN YHUBEPCUTET UMEHN MiMmaHy-
una KaHta n BaxxHasi BOEHHO-MOPCKast
6a3a. bonbLUMHCTBO Ntoaen, KoTopble
XnByT B KanuHuHrpage, pycckme, HO
Onunskne mexgyHapoHble rpaHuubl ge-
naoT ropo MHOroHaumoHarnbHbIM. [o-
NSIKA M IUTOBLbI MOCeLLaoT> KanuHuH-
rpag, a xutenun KanvHuHrpaga 4acto
MOKynartT NPOAYKTbI NN OTAbIXAKOT Ha
nnshkax B 3TUxX cTpaHax. HegasHo rocy-
napctea lNonbwu n Poccun gorosopu-

NNCb O TOM, YTO NepeaBMKeEHNE Yepes
rpaHuubl KanuHuHrpaga gomkHO cTaTb
nerye. NMNoaToMy oHM gatoT crneyunanb-
Hble BUNeTbl, C KOTOPbLIMK NOAN MOTYT
Bble3XaTb 3a rpaHuuly 6e3 Bu3bl. Takum
06pa3om,® KanuHuHrpag MoxeT ckopo
CTaTb BaXHbIM TOProBbIM LIEHTPOM 00-
nactu. Y xutenen KanmHunrpaga oy-
[eT cyacTnuneoe, obecneyeHHoe’ Oyay-
Lee. %

What Did | Do Last Summer?
Elizabeth Ware

I love languages. In my opinion,
they open the doors to the world, and
that’'s why | wanted to go somewhere
foreign this past summer. | decided that
| wanted to study abroad in Prague, in
the Czech Republic. | (and my parents)
knew people who went there, and they
loved it so | went, and they were right- it
was unbelievable.

| learned a new language, met a
lot of new people, ate great food (I now
love goulash), and visited a lot of differ-
ent places. One weekend, we went to
Terezin and Lidice, two important plac-
es during World War Il. Terezin was a
city where the Nazis imprisoned Jews; it
was the "Ghetto" for Prague. Lidice was
a city that the Nazis completely razed to
the ground because they thought that
the man who killed Reinhard Heydrich
lived there. Another weekend, we went
to Cesky Krumlov, a small town which
had a quaint castle and where we al-

most got stuck because there was a lot "

of flooding in the country. As it turned

out, several trams and the metro in Pra- g

gue closed due to the flooding. Then we
went to Bratislava, Slovakia, caves, and

Sudetenland in the northern part of the
Czech Republic. The following week-
end, we went to Vienna, Austria. When
we were in Prague, we studied at the
Charles University, and when we had
free time, we went to the ballet and the
opera. The tickets were really cheap
and so was the food! | loved the city, its
people, the streets, the castle, the river
and the history. You really can’t de-
scribe its beauty with words, and pic-
tures don’t do it justice. | just know |
want to go there again.
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Russian literature Jack-o-Lantern
Robin Parrish

Y4yeb6a B N'epmaHumn
Cueppa bapHc

JleTom korga MHOro CTyaeHToB
noneteno B CaHkT-lNeTepbypr, 4ToOLI
YUUTb PYCCKUIN A3bIK U PYCCKYH UCTO-
puto, 4 bbina B ropoae Tpmp1 B Nepma-
HuK. Tpup - cambli OPEBHUI ropos, B
"epmaHum, KOTOPbLIN BbIN oCHoBaH’ B 16
-M rogy oo Poxgectea Xpuctosa. Tpup
HaxoanTcs Ha rpaHuue mexay Nepma-
Huen n JltokcemByprom. 1O OYEHb Kpa-
cuBbIn ropoA. B Tpupe ecTb MHOroO MH-
TepecHbIX MECT, HanpumMmep: 40M, B KO-
TopbiM poauncs Kapn Mapkc, YHuBep-
cuteT Tpupa, B KOTOPbIM A y4unach, u
ApeBHepuMcKune pymHbl, kak Porta-Nigra
-- YépHble BopoTa. Korga s 6bina B
Tpupe, 9 nsyvyana HeMeLKky nutepary-
Py 1N HEMELKUI A3bIK.

Mocne okoH4aHus y4ebbl, 4 no-
netena B bepnuH. BepnuH o4eHb 6onb-
wown ropogd. Tpup 6bin HE TONBKO MEHb-
we 4yem bepnuH, HO 1 TULE 1 cTapLue.
Mo-moemy MHeHuo, BepnuH Obin nHTe-

pecHee u kpacusee, Yem Tpup. B bep-
NHE eCTb My3eu, Xy4OXeCTBEHHbIe
ranepeu, onepHole TeaTpbl, U MHOMO
NamMATHUKOB. £ Xuna B ManeHbKon
kBapTupe BoctoyHoro bepnuHa. Koraga
s Oblna Tam, 9 nHTepecoBanacb UCTo-
puen BoctouHon Nepmanuun. B bep-
NIMHE cenyac He MHOrMM Hpasutcs Bo-
CcTouvHas NepmaHus.

MHe o4eHb yaANBUNO CKOSMbKO
pycckunx obino B Nepmanumn! A gaxe Bu-
nena Kasaka® n ero nowaab Ha ynuuax
OpesneHa. A cnpocuna y Hero Bonpoc
MO-pYCCKU, HO OH TONbLKO rOBOPWA MO~
yKpauvHcku. TeM He MeHee, 4 aymana,
4YTO 3TO BbINO MHTEPECHO. A He 3Hana,
Ha CKonbKo ByaeT nonesHo 3HaTb pyc-
CKN A3bIK!

CrpaHuua 3
1. Trier
2. Founded
3. Cossack
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From Russian House Tutor to Visiting Professor:
An interview with Victoria Kim about the how and why she
came to America

Conducted by Elizabeth Ware

Knowing from personal experi-  V: | have been to Florida, Indiana,
ence what it is like to travel outside of Boston, Pennsylvania, New York
the United States, | decided to interview City, and D.C. New York and D.C.
our very own Vika, the previous Russian were really neat. | want to go see the
house tutor turned visiting professor, Grand Canyon, and | think it would
about her experiences coming to the be fun to go on road trips. It's not
United States and how she ended up in such a big thing in Russia, and it is
America. safer to do here.

E: How long have you lived in the E: What made you decide to come to
United States, and where? the United States?
V: 2 years in Williamsburg. V: Three things: 1) God’s will; 2) It's
E: Had you ever been to the US before cheap to work here; 3) It's a chal
coming to William and Mary? lenge for me; | can test myself.
V: No. E: How many years of English did you
E: Have you traveled to any other coun have before coming here?
tries outside of the US and Russia? V: | firstlearned English when | was 6;
Did you notice any similarities or | was in an experimental class to
differences between the different teach young students, but then |
countries (especially in regards to stopped and restarted it in 5" grade.
school life)? Now Russians begin to learn English
V: | have been to Hungary, and | in 152" grade.
worked there in the university. Be E: Are there any words you really like
tween American and Russian in English?
academics, the campus life is differ ~ V: In college | liked “curriculum,” but
ent. Students in America live [on now | like “what’s up?” It's very
campus], but most Russians study in American. | also like “collaboration”
the same city they are from, and the though | don’t know why.
dorm is only a possibility if you are E: How often are you able to go back
from outside the city so we don't to Russia? Where do you go?
really have the same idea of campus V: Usually every four months, but |
life as Americans. | like the campus have been here for a full year
life; it creates Tribe Pride. because of visa trouble. | go to St.
E: Have you been able to travel much Petersburg in the suburbs.

throughout the US? Any places you'd E: What are some of the things you
like to visit? miss most from Russia?
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black bread, but no longer. Once you
don’t have something for a while you
get used to not having it.

E: Any big differences you noticed

Russia?

V: The traffic is pretty bad in Williams
burg, but the biggest thing is diversi
ty. There is a lot of diversity here.
The most useful difference though is
planning. Russians don’t plan or
organize, but here everyone does
and now | use my calendar all the
time. And it's not as obvious to
people born here, but here people
are more materialistic. They have
more than others, and people from
other cultures who come here

E: Any funny stories about miscommu-
nications that have happened while

V: I'm still learning the intonation differ
ences. One time | thought one of my
students was inviting me to his frat

party, but he was not serious. And
sometimes my students have to ask
me if | am being serious because
they can't tell.

V: Family, friends. At first | missed E:

between the culture here and in V:

experience a culture shock. E:

you've been here? V:

How comfortable do you feel now
having lived in and traveled around
the US compared to when you first
arrived? Did you know anyone in
America before coming over?

Before | was here, | had an image of
the culture from film and books, but |
decided to come over and not expect
anything. Twoyears ago | was a little
uncomfortable. It was weird living in
a dorm—in Russia | was at home
and in Hungary | was in separate
apartments for teachers—but | miss
my students and dorm life. And |
knew friends who had gone to
America but no one in Virginia. | feel
comfortable now and going from
tutor to visiting professor is like real
life and independence.

What would you say to someone
who wants to study abroad in Russia
(or elsewhere)?

Prepare yourself and if you feel
uncomfortable with something be
open and ask questions, like “why do
you do/ say this?” Don’t create your
own answers; it may be a cultural
event. <%

The Twelve Collegia of St. Petersburg University
Source: Wikicommons
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XunsHb B BunbHioce
I>xecuka lNMapkc

[lBe Hegenn Hasag 9 Npuexana
B BunbHtioc, ctonuua JnTsbl. Nutea’
pacnonoxeHa Ha banTtuinckom mope B
CeBepHon EBpone. NoaTomy cenvac

noroga B BunbHioce xonogHasa, o6nay- £

Hasi,” 1 poxanueas.® BUnbHIOC 04YeHb
CTapWHHBIN 1 KpacuBbIn ropod. Tak kKak
OH He OYeHb 6ornbLLIoK, A NpeanoYm-
Taw’ rynsith, a He e3auUTb Ha aBTobyce
unu Tponnenbyce. B BunbHioce HeT
MeTpO, HO CAenaHo 04eHb MHOrO A0-
por Ang Benocunenos v Noau nobaT
e3auUTb NO HUM Ha Bernocunedax. B
BunbHIoCe eCTb OCTOPOXHbIE BOAUTE-
nn, OHW BCerga oCTaHaBNUBAOTCS, KO-
roa noan nepexogaTt ynuuy. 970
04eHb CTpaHHO, 0COGEHHO B eBponen-
CKOM ropofe, HO KOHEYHO S He xany-
tocb!

MNomnmo TpaHcnopTa, JlnTos-
CKUIN A3blK—ApYras 4acTb XXWU3HU B
BunbHioce. Hekotopeble ntogu B Jlntee
roBOPAT MNO-PYCCKN, HO KOHEYHO BONb-
LUMHCTBO FOBOPUT NO-NUTOBCKN. JINTOB-
CKNI A3bIK—CTapUHbIA U TPYOHbIN
a3blK. OH He cnaBsAHCKUIM A3bIK, a ban-
TUNCKUI, TaKKe Kak WU NaTbILLCKUIA
A3bIK. A Mory ckasaTb <<Laba diena>>
[Dobpbin aeHb], <<Acil>> [cnacubo], u
<<Atsiprasau>> [M3BuHUTE]. A Hage-
0OCb, YTO BCKOpE S Bblyvy 6onbLue
cnoe un ppas. Cenyac s1 roBopto no-
aHIMUNCKN N NHoraa no-pycckn. MHoro
PYCCKNX TYPUCTOB NtoBAT NyTeLecTBo-
BaTb No Jlutee, NO3TOMY MHOrO ftoaewn
B pecTopaHax U marasmHax MoryT ro-
BOPUTb MO-PYCCKU, HO KOHEYHO OHM
NpeanoYnTaloT rOBOPUTb NO-FNINTOBCKMN.

TpeTbs YacTb XKM3HU B Bunb-
Hoce—npoayKTbl. [Ans Toro, 4Tobbl
roToBUTb 3aBTpak, obesa, N YXXuH, s Xo-
XKy B MarasuH 3a NoKynkowm NpoayKToB.
YTto6bl UnTaTh HAANUCKU Ha NPOAYKTAaX,
S1 Bblyymria HEKOTOpble CroBa Kak
<<jautiena>> [roBsianHal’ u
<<pienas>> [Monoko]. KoHe4yHO, B Ma-
rasviHe eCTb aMepUKaHCK1e npoayKTbl
(koka-kona, n T.4.), HO OHM AOpOXe
yeM eBponenckue NPoayKTbI.

Moka a B JlutBe, 9 04EHb XO4y
noexatb B Apyrne nNUTOBCKME ropoaa,
ocobeHHo kak Tpakan n Knannega.
HecmoTpst Ha T0,° uTo 51 xuBYy B [TUTBE
TONbKO AABE HeJEeNn 1 He COBCEM Npu-
BbIKNa’ K XW3HW B BunbHioce, MHe
OYeHb HPABUTCH XNUTb 30ECH. **
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Russia Arms Expo 2013
Mikhail Vinarov

This past month, an internation- There are many reasons why
al exhibition took place in Nizhny Tagil, the Russian government believes it
Russia. This annual event was the should increase defense spending.
Russia Arms Expo, a gathering of Rus- Many technological advances that im-
sian arms manufacturers, government proved living standards and generated
officials, military officers, foreign diplo- profits came as a result of military re-
mats, and tourists. This bazaar of search, such as radios, aircraft, and
weapons has in the past been a great nuclear energy. By stimulating and mo-
opportunity for Russia’s arms industry tivating private companies to invent
to attract foreign customers and show- new innovations, the government is
case new products and innovations. hoping to boost the economy through
That was partially the case this year. the resulting technological advance-
Many exhibits featured tanks painted in ment.
desert camouflage and were surround- There are also political reasons for
ed by delegations from the Middle Putin to pour more money into the mili-
East. However, there was one major tary. Putin has made many remarks
difference this year, highlighted by Di- about Russia’s need to defend itself.
mitry Medvedev’s presence at the ex- By creating an atmosphere of fear and
po: instead of focusing on foreign portraying himself as standing up to
countries, Russia’s arms industry was  America and the West, Putin hopes to
putting a lot of effort on attracting at- gain popularity. This tactic goes hand
tention from Russia itself. in hand with the Kremlin’s frequent ac-

Putin’s commitment to increase cusations of opposition leaders being
Russia’s defense
Spending by over Dlmltry Medvedev
$700 billion over speaking at the

expo

the next ten years
has had major im-
pacts on the indus-
try. Companies that
used to cater to for-
eign defense needs
are now fighting for
contracts to supply
the Russian mili-
tary. Expected to
surpass Britain af-
ter a 25% increase
in defense spend-
ing from the previ-
ous year, Russia is now behind only
America and China in defense expend-
itures. This extra spending seems to
already be paying off. Many of the
weapons displayed at the expo are
considered to be on par or even supe-
rior to their American counterparts.

agents of foreign powers. The Russian
government knows that it is not under
threat from America or any other coun-
try. The only thing under threat is
Putin’s popularity amongst the Russian
people. <




CtpaHuua 8

Bbinyck 32

Abroad
Before
Similarities
and differ-
ences
4. To differ
5. Tolerant

W=

Below: Kul Sharif
mosque in the
Kazan Kremlin
Source:
gokazan.com

Mo onbIT 3a rpaHuLeit’
Jlvo en Pwno

Heckonbko net Hasag 4 xun B VicnaHuu. A xun B Cugxece, aTo TypucTude-
CKUI ropof, KOTopbli BXoAuT B npoBuHUMio BapcenoHbl. B Cugxece s yuuncs B
mexgyHapogHoun wkone ACKAAH, notomy uto gpyrme wkonbl B bapcenoHe Torb-
KO npenogasanu Ha KaTanaHCKOM fA3blke. B aTon MexayHapo4HOW LUKOMe YYUInCh
CTYAEHTbl U3 MHOIMX CTpaH kak Utanus, Bpasunusa, NepmaHna, MHOro CTyaeHTOB
13 HugepnaHgoB u koHe4YHo n3 Poccum.

Ogawun pycckmii ctygeHT B QCKAAH 6bin Moum cocegoM M BOT Tak Hadancs
MOW MHTEPEC K pycCKon KynbType. [o Toro, kak®> Mbl MO3HAKOMUMWCb, S| HUKOTAA He
BCTpeYan pycckux, HO MNOCMe Hallero 3HakoMCTBa S y3Han MHOMO XapakTepucTuK O
pycckon KynbType. Mou OTHOLWIEHWA C MOMMW OOHOKITACCHUKAMN MEHSI Hay4unu,
YTO MeXAy pasHbIMU KyrbTypamu eCTb OOnblUe CXOACTBA YeEM pasnmqm9.3 YecTHO
roBOp4, HaLIW BKYChbl pasnmqanmb“ oT gyThona n cnopta Ao My3biku! No-moemy,
ecnun 6bl Mbl OblIM Gonee OTKPbIThbI K MEXKYIbTYPHYMY OOLEHWIO, Mbl CcTanu Obl
6onee TepnuMbIl® APYruX. <

Tatarstan: Between East and West
Sophie Kosar

As you well know, Russia is a massive country—almost twice the size of the
US—and therefore possesses a great amount of cultural diversity across its many
provinces. Just as the difference between, say, New York and Dallas is absolutely
tangible here, the same goes for cities across Russia. | got to experience this
firsthand last fall while studying abroad in Kazan, the capital of Tatarstan.

Tatarstan is an autonomous subject of Russia, meaning that it enjoys a spe-
cial independence while technically remaining part of the Russian Federation. Its
population is half Russian, half Tatar, an ethnic group with Muslim Turkic roots that
has, since the 1990s, experienced a resurgence of cultural pride and independ-
ence. The special character of Kazan is prevalent in everyday life: the Tatar lan-
guage is visible everywhere; Tatar music plays on the radio and in shops; there are
as many mosques (me4eTu, in Russian) as there are Russian churches; the smell
of Tatar and Uzbek foods spill out of cafes and markets as often, if not more fre-
quently, as the smell of Russian cuisine does; one of the most popular TV shows is
a Turkish drama called BenukonenHbit gex, which is about the 15" century Otto-
man court; the beautiful, swirling, colorful geometric patterns of Islamic art are pre-
sent in the city’s architecture—even the Christian churches. Living there was a fas-
cinating and refreshing new perspective on the cultures that exist in Russia, and
how they are definitely not all Russian. Even the general mindset of
the Kazan natives was a bit different from that I've experienced in
other parts of Russia; the culture was more quietly traditional, but
simultaneously more laid back.

| do miss Kazan and | want to go back, but for now | will
simply be patient and highly recommend the decision to study
abroad in Russia—and if you can (and so desire), to explore lesser-
known areas and cultures that exist there. That way, you'll really
never know what foods are going to pop up on your plate or what
friends you’re going to make! <
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Yronok noasuun
MéTtp Anes

B aToM BbINycke npegnarato cBOM NepeBon CTUXOTBOPEHUs AnekcaHapa
Teapgosckoro «Mbl Ha cBeTe mano xunuy. Teapgosckui poguncs B 1910 T. B
CMorneHcKol o6nacT. Pogutenit ero 4acto YnTanu BCyx' KNaccu4eckyio pyc-
CKYI0 NuTepaTypy HOYbIO, U B peaynTaTte 3Toro TBapL4OBCKUIA C COBCEM pPaHHEro
BO3pacTa Havan 3aHumMaTtbcda noasmnen. Korga oH nepeexan B Mocksy, monogom
TBapaoBckun ctan paboTtaTb XXypHanMcToMm, a NOTOM y4acTBOBasi KOMUCCApOM B
CoBeTcko-thuHCKol BoiiHe. Ero camas BnuaTensHas’ noama «Bacunuit TEpkuH»,
KOTOPYIO OH Hanucan Bo Bpemsi Benukon ote4ecTBeHHOM BOWHbI,> Habpana®
TeapgoBckoMy 6onbLUyto nonynapHocTb. [ocne BolHbI, TBapgosckuii noytn 20
NeT CNY>Xun rnaBHbIM pegakTopoM XypHana «HoBbIn Mup». XOTsi OH 6bin
HarpaxxaéH HeCKONbKO pa3 pa3HbIMW COBETCKaMM NpeMmnsiMn, TBapAOBCKUA KOH-
TponMpoBan Ny6nnKaLmio 3anpeLL&HHo® NMTepaTypbl, B TOM YMCTE NOBECTL®
ComxeHnuublHa «OguH geHb MBana [leHncoBu4yay. <

We had not known this world for long,
And yet, even at the start

It seemed that we did not belong;

We resolved to live apart.

You came back for your belongings,
You were in great haste to go

But you paused before our parting
Just to stoop and light the stove.

And soon the fervid flames had spread,
The birchwood in the fire stirred.

You turned to me and gently said

But a few clean, quiet words.

Now at last we know the way
To make love’s wondrous fire burn bright
| know this much — that, come what may,
We will keep our stove alight.

Translated by Petar Yanev

Mbl Ha cBeTe mMarno Xxunu,
[Nokasanocb Ham Toraa,
UTto Ha cBeTe Mbl Yyxue,
Pacctaémcst' HaBcerga.

Thl BepHynach 3a BeLLamu,
Thl crelumna yxoouTb

M pewwnna Ha npowaHbe
Tornbko neyky 3aTonuTb.?

3aHsinacb orHém Gepécrta,’
W 3awénkanu® gposa.’

W ckasana Tbl MHe MPOCTO
HacTtosawwme cnosa.

3Haem Mbl Tenepb ¢ TO6OH,
Kak nto6oBb cBoto 6epeyb.’
YyTb yBMANM YTO Takoe —

Tak cenyac xe Tonum nNevb.

1938

Aloud
Influential
Great Patriotic
War (WWII)
To grow in
Banned

Short novel



CrtpaHuua 10

Bbinyck 32

A He Mobno A3bIK
Rachel Waldon

It immediately began to expand in my mouth, choking me and smothering my
taste buds with its bumpy, yet smooth feel. The taste was fine; anything is palatable
with enough salt. The texture, however, was another story. It was chewy but tough,
rubbery but spongy, and altogether incredibly strange. | had braced myself when | had
been told that we were having a3bik, but this was so much worse than what | had imag-
ined. | managed to choke down the first bite, but there was no way | could keep eat-
ing. And a polite "no, thank you" would not suffice as it usually would because | wasn't
in America. | was in Yaroslavl, Russia, and my xo3sauka, or host mother, spoke no Eng-
lish. My limited Russian vocabulary did include, at the time, the phrase “s He nto6nio0
a3blk,” but | was unsure of the proper way to say it so as to not offend my hostess.

Despite how challenging the grammar classes were, with their tangle of different
cases that have no English equivalent, and how the city streets looked more like an
Escher drawing than a map, cultural mores were completely incomprehensible. My xo-
3amnka had been nothing but kind to me, and | really didn't want to offend her, but | could
not finish the meal. Even with the little Russian | understood, | could tell that this was a
delicacy. My older host sister had come over to meet me, and she was clearly excited
about the nice dinner her mom had prepared. | perched hesitantly on a stool before my
full plate at the tiny kitchen table, agonizing over how to let my xo3asika know that |
could not force down another bite. After a full day of classes, my brain stuttered as |
desperately searched for the proper words and grammatical structure to refuse the rest
of the meal. | was balanced precariously between honesty and tact, and one false
move would not only be entirely embarrassing to me, but completely offensive to my
host family. My sense of social niceties, learned from my family at a young age, warred
with my need to stop eating before | was sick. Finally, after much internal debate and
slow chewing, | turned to my xo3anka and said quietly but steadily, flushing bright red
with embarrassment,

"A He NGO A3bIK."

She took the news very well and didn't protest when | cleared my plate with one
slice still on it. | thanked her profusely for the meal, then made a quick escape from the
cramped kitchen. We never had that meal again throughout my six week stay. Despite
my reprieve, however, the incident forced me to think about how very different the Rus-
sian culture was from the culture in America.

To this day, however, | will tell anyone who tries to feed it to me that | don't like
cow tongue. %
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Oo6bsaABneHUs
Announcements

Gazeta, the only Russian-
language newspaper at William
& Mary, is written and produced
solely by students who have an
interest in Russian language and
culture. Gazeta’s goal is to en-
hance students’ understanding
of the Russian language by
providing a regular opportunity
for them to read and write in
Russian.

Gazeta is published with glossed
vocabulary, to ensure that sec-
ond-year students of Russian
can read the newspaper without
dependence on a dictionary.

a3zema vweT TanaHT-
NnUBbIX Nucarteneun!

KenatenbHO 4TOObI CTYOEHTHI
BMNagetoLLme pycCKUM s3bIKOM
nucanu ctaTbu NO-PYCCKN U YTO-
Obl BCe ocTanbHble nucanu no-
aHrnuicku. MNMucatenun moryT o6-
cyxaaTb nobyto Temy CBA3aH-
HYIO C pyCcCKOW KynbTypon. byayt
Bonpocbkl? Cesxntecb no e-mail
¢ Cocoun Kocap n Omunu Knapk.
editor.wmgazeta@gmail.com

Interested in writing for Gazeta?
Contact Sophie Kosar and Emily
Clark at

editor.wmgazeta@gmail.com.

Make sure you don’t miss any of the RPSS Homecoming events!

Homecoming Special: Public Lecture "Demystifying International
Development: A Guide to the Nonprofit World in DC.” Aylara
Odekova ('08) will share her experiences of working in international
development during her talk.

Date: Friday, October 25, 3:30 pm in Washington 302

Annual RPSS Homecoming Reception
Where: At the Russian House -- Pleasants Hall, 3rd floor
When: Saturday, October 26, 5:00 - 7:00 pm

Keep an eye out for Language House Applications this November!
Want to keep your language skills up outside the classroom? Look-
ing for fun and friends? The W&M language houses are a great way
to boost cultural competency, increase linguistic ability, take part in a
close and vibrant community—and most of all, to have fun!! Feel free
to stop by the Russian House on Pleasants 3™ Floor (Randolph
Complex) to learn more about our Pycckui gom!

Come to Russian House for Cultural Get-Togethers hosted by our
tutor, Olga Makarova! It's time to play boardgames, learn and sing
songs, watch movies, cartoons and much more—it’s all about Rus-
sia, its culture and diversity.

When: Wednesdays at 6.30pm (1% year students are also
welcome)

Submit to Gazeta! Article submissions for the 2" issue

of Gazeta are due no later than Wednesday, November 6th at 5:00
pm. All articles must be accompanied by an original photograph or a
picture in the public domain in order to be accepted. Early submis-
sions are appreciated. All submissions and/or questions should be
sent to the editors at editor.wmgazeta@gmail.com.

Below: Russian tutor Victoria Kim with students at the Russian




