Colgate W. Darden, Jr.

Colgate Darden is one of those people who has been associated
with William and Mary in a statewide context. From 1942 to 1946
he served as governor of Virginia, and in this interview he discusses
issues dealing with William and Mary during this period. Briefly,
from 1946 to 1947, he was honorary chancellor of the college,
resigning that to accept the presidency of the University of Vir-
ginia, sefving there for twédve years. He now practices law in
Norfolk.

Governor Darden was most agreeable to the idea of an inter-

view, and he left any "tracking'” of the interview to the interviewer.
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Colgate W. Darden, Jr.

Norfolk, Virginia March 23, 1976

Williams: I wanted to start off by asking you some questions
about when you were governor and how the decisions
a governor makes affect a state~supported institu=~
tion, specifically William and Mary.

Darden: Well, it affects them very directly because the gov~
ernor makes up the budget; he's the one to make the
final determination of what he's going to suggest to
theﬁéeneral]ﬁssembly. After it goes to the assembly)

& qure
as you saw in this last session, they'll . ot

, A
To 0.
what they wantA When they send the bills back to
the governor he can veto them if he: wishes; I
Lapp wgﬁ stiens ]
never vetoed any bills, but he has that righty then Cin e assenply]
A £
they have the right to pass them over his vetom=
if they get enough ¥otes. So he's directly voncerned
with all the institutions of higher learning in

preparing their budgets.

Williams: Would you say that's the most important way he
affects the colleges?

Darden: Yes, I would say it is the most important way,
sulject to cotd rmastion.
although he does appoint their boards)& But I would

guess that the budget would be more important than
4 :i-’ome&%m;
the boarq& would have greater influence on the instisution.



I would guess either in thé short term or the long
the.
term that would bexmost influential voint .
Williams: When the governor is making board appointments,

at lesstC
what kinds of factors went through your mind?

A
Darden: Oh, there are all kinds of factors. 1In the first
place you're set upon by everybody and his brother
who wants to get somebody on the board. And you've
got to give those consideration if you're in political
life or you don't stay in it wery long; They get mad
and whatnot. Then you have to go through and figure
out in your own mind individuals thggi;g;nﬁest suited.
Also, you ought to give in tke board a range of
interests~-in other words, you ought not to have all
You have o
lawyers, or all doctors, or all educators=~bring in
the various aspects of Virginia life. Youﬁare never
able to satisfy everybody. After the appointmaemts
.are over some of them are mad (and there's not much
you can do about it), but they get over their anger
because they think of something else they want and
they're back after you wanting to do that. That's
a short answer to your question, but it's fairly
accurate.
Williams: It's probably not fair to single out one person,

but one person whomI talked to a couple of weeks

ago whom you did appoint was Ferancis Pickens Miller.



He told me that Colgate Darden one time said that
appointing him to the board /at William and Mary/
was the costliest appointment he ever made.
Darden: Well, Pickens loves to tell that yarn. It was costly
in a way--only in a Wa;;r:became he was a virulent
opponent of the Virginia organization /Harry F. Byrd ’.§])
to which I belonged. When it came up )there were
a lot of them who wanted to kick him off. They were
my friends and political allies % i;tl:“’ickens had been a
very good member of that board-—-l/'x\e's a very capable
fellow, He!s opinionated as he can be, but he's smarb.
I just looked it over, and I felt he ought to stay on
the board. Politically it was a Bery difficult appoint~
ment. They got rared up about it, but in time tha t
went mway. / Discussion of Colonel and Mrs. Miller/
It's black and white for Pickens; he's not troubled
that worry
by these things /‘\ o~ the rest of us who have to
slosh around inh life~~itis either right or wrong.
Williams: One thing that I know that he was very much tied up
in and I don't know if the governor would have been
or not. While you werq:overnor) John Stewart Bryan
retired as president at William and Mary. Would you

have known Mr. Bryan as publisher of tha Richmond newspaper?
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Oh mes.
What kind of a man did you find him to be?
Well, I think he was one of the greatest individuals
I ever knew in my life. When you talk about great
people, John Stewart Bryan is at the top of my list.
I not only knew him, I worked with him in all kinds
o.f state endeavors. He was generous and intelligent
and industrious. The real tragedy was that Mr. Bryan
died when he did. I think he caught cold at a fundraising
venture§ he and I were working togebther on the U.S.0. );
he caught cold)and it developed into pneumonia. and killed him.
I do't believe those newspapers ' had he lived would
have taken the hard line that they took on integratini.
I don't believe he would have permitted that. So when
you come to evaluating him and you cast up things
from that time)you put him right at the top and you'll
have it just about right. Do you know Tennant, his boy?
I've never met him, no.
He's something iike the old man. The old man--he was

. a gremtwore; he was a very great one. He worked
mighty hard at William and Mary, worked awful hard at
William and Mary)but didn't get the credit he deserved
for ‘what he did because there was a lot of snipping
on the board. The board at William anmiMary at that
time-~I don't believeit's true any longer--but it

was divided right much. There were two or three



Williams:

Darden:

people on the board-~and you find them oftem on boards--
who looked on themselves as administrators. Boards
are not administrative, they're policymakers. The
board sets for the state the policy. The president
is sometimes a member of the board (I think at Wil-
liam and Mary he was; at the University of Virginia
he's not. I attended all the board meetings, but I
was not a member at the University of Virginia).
There are a certain number of board members who set
out to run the college, and that makes it a little
difficult. I think that one or two of those people
on there in Mr. Bryan's day -~ I don't think it

made life any easier, but I don't think he cared
much about it because he was just a broad-gauged

sort of a fellow.

Were you aware of the division that was going on over
selecting the new president after Mr. Bryan announced
he was going to retire?

Who followed Mr. Bryan~~dack Pomfret? He was a great
scholar, a fine person. Jack Pomfret was the brother-
in-law of John Dana Wise of the Richmond p%?per. No,
I .don't remember that much; I don't recall talking

to people. I do recall the outrageous treatment o £



Pomfret later on by the faculty at William and Mary
Colkge when they got j.n a row about athletics dowm
there, as they alwaysd :{ ‘The faculty in its treatment
of Pomfret was just as pusillanimous as they could
have been; instead of standing by him--his position
Irn addibion o Thats
was righ‘b./\ ﬁxere never was a more honest, straight-
forward person{{‘-a%“ Pomfret. (He lives out on the west
coast; he went out to tleHuntirgton Library.) They
deserted him in one way or another; it was an out-
ceverOelegs
rageous kind of a performance (but A  that's umhat
it was) and made his close there, I think, very
unpleasant. But I'}} say this to his credit (I did't
learn this from him;I learned it from somebody who
knew what happened): he had been offered this place
out in California before the storm broke. After
it broke he wrote the trustees and said in vew of
the controversy he wanted to tell them he'd be
glad to relieve them from any obligation. The
~ Huntington is one of the top places in trhe United
States. They wired him back not to trouble himself

at all, to come on out there. That was it, which

was exactly my opinion.



‘?% There was a lot of trouble about athletics. When I

Williams:

Darden:

Cas qoverna]
went in to office I was faced with a very difficult

A
problem: the war had come on, and the football seawon
was busted open; they were deeply in debt. It wasn't
Mr. Bryan's fault-or amything; it was just that they
had planned for a%season and caxldn't have a season
on account of the war. The college was in the hole
for the money} we had a terrible time scuffling
around |- [ trying to get it straightened out in the
budget. Gasoline was cut, you krnow; you couldn't
get there~-coulnn't have football games because you
couldn't get the team together. They had some out-
standing obligations there; they'd gone into profes-
sional athletics=--or rather paid amateur that all
of them have engaged in at .ane time or ancther. It
was Jjust a mess.
Speaking of the men going away brings up another
thing I wanted to ask you about: while you were
governor and Mr. Pomfret was president, there came
out something called the Darden Report that the
students at William and Mary just had a fit over
because it said that fraternity and sorority separ-

ate living establishments were to be abolished.

Oh, they got awful mad, awful mad about that.



That's a long story, and a lot of it I've forgotten,

except I know they got wery mad. £:;;longed to a
fraternity when I was at the University of Virginia,

and I'd also affiliated with my chapter at Columbia

when I was up there in law school Z*f@;fig,(I did

my work in Columbia in publiec law; got my M.A. in

public law). I thought that th§I§§22}%¥ breaking a student
b¢6y~ *up into small groups had much to recemmend

it. You can't have a whole big school (like the Uni-
versity of Virginia or William and Mary)i%ne happy

family; you've got to break them down into small

groups. But they got to be too small and they got

to be too dominating in the control of politicsjn -the wstitotion,
and I thought too exclusive of other students to a

it was injurious. 3So
point where I set in motion a plan to break them

A .

up into separate livinézzggund in the houses and
let them have clubrooms. They'd have to go back
into the studeht body, then they could come back

for theit meetings. Of course, they .got out here
and yelled amd hollered all over the state that I
was abdishing them. Well, it never occured to me to
really abolish them; I never thought they were worth
worrying about ‘much one way or another, although I
had enjoyed at the University of Virginia my member-

Some oF the Glegsesttrisids T had wete made tﬁe_re.~~the-3‘f*<z
ship in a fraxernityuz\(l never lived ina fraternity house mosty dead waw,
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at the University of Virginia.) fﬁﬁi& a feeling that
if the students were back out amongst the student body
it would be a more wholesome situation. And we finally
got ﬁhem to build the lodges down at William and Mary.
I reckon they've been abandoned now--are they still using
them?
They're still used, but not for fra ternity lodges.
I see. Have they got fraternity houses back up there?
Fraternity dormitories are what they are. They're
on the campus.
They're part and parcel of the student life, aren't
they?
I suppose so.
But boy, they raised cain. JYelling and hollering and
writing their parents and carrxi?ng on.
Were the parents writing you?
Yes, that and telephoning me and otherwise indicating
what they wanted done.

But we were so busy fighting the war thagfzgé
kind of a side effort, you see~~a skirmish over on
the side road. I donit believe it ever amounted to

much. But if you want to read something on it, one

of the best editorials on it was written bysold "Kilpo,"
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/ James J. Kilpatrick/ of the News Leader in support of
my point of view. that the fraternities were too drawn
in on themselves and too selfish in their domination
osj;chool activities. (Discussion of the place of
fraternities and the changes in that in Govermor

a W&ﬁ“bt‘gt‘f\ﬁ o avctonl these b the Qh;\le&s;“ﬁfj ot U:i‘g«\n:& becousc :\jtﬁwujj"f ‘tf\éf:j
Darden's lifetime. )A William and Mary and the Univer-  '°ort Hremselves o

Sheobbish eorthef |
sity were the ones we had the row aboutb.
- Williams: Then, as we've said, the war was going on at the time.
Darden: The war was a dreadful ... drain;'it was a far more :
many Hitlek- aame i gy close e winnlng |

dangerous thing thag\people understood:\ I had the

orgafnhzation of civil defense in Virginia; it took

a lot of my time. And then I tried to help out in

the war drives; that!'s where I worked so much with

Mr. Bryan. He and I were working together on the

U.S.0. Tayloe Murphy, who was treasurer of Virginia

at that time, worked with us, and we drove all over

the state. It was an exacting four years, - not becscee

anything dreadful happereé,but because of the fear

that something dreadful might happen. It was terribly

oppressive in that way. To give you an illustration:

the Germans were sinking boats right and left right

down here at Virginia Beach--right in sight of the land.

They had these submarines lying out here right off -« -the

Cape Henry-Cape Charles light, about where Chesapeake

light is now, and they were just popping them off out there.
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The Germans had some large submarines with rifles
mounted on the deck. I didn't think they'd ever be
strong enough to invad%fﬁere, but what I was fearful
of is that they would come up and shell the cities
and set them on fire and kill a lot of people and just
create a tremendous commotion. We were on guard
against that, .. © fortunately that never happened,
but the~ loss of ships off the Virginia capes was
awfully heavy. Till we got straightened out and
got our naval forces they just laid out there and
picked them off, just like you were shooting sparrows.
You don't realize it now to go down there on
that you could stead and
the beaches ,\i watch a ship being sunk out there
two or three miles offshore.
Williams: As the veterans were coming back there was a tremendous
influx into the colleges after the war.
Darden: It built up very rapidly.
Williamss: And one of the expedients = - at William and Mary was
to open the school down here at Norfolk (the extension,
St. Helena's). I wonder if you had anything to do with
the planning for that?
: e | e “@‘@f-—’f‘*" leng »
Darden: I had something to do it in that I backed it, I thiik

the Yellow that really did that was Charlie Duke.
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Charlie was bursar, and he was very energetic and very
effective. He got that space and opened that school
and organized it and ran it for Pomfret.

Williams: Did you know Charlie Duke well? He's a person who
crops up a lobt in .my talks with people.

Darden: I kn ew Charlie very well. Charli%%as a great political fellow.
His father had been one of the great powers over in
Norfolk County. Mr. Duke was 8 great friend of Harry
Byrd's (old Harry). That's the reason, I think, that
little Charlie got up to Williamsburg is that Harry
helped him get up there. He [Duke? was in business
here for some years, the insurance business over in
Portsmouth. I worked with him a good deal. He was
quite effectirve in getting things done; he knew the
political machinery of Virginia, and also he was’on

& gredhwany of

good terms (personal terms) withﬂthe fellows in the
General Assembly and the fellows in politics down
in Tidewater here. His wife's still living. (Dis-
cussion of whereabouts of Mrs. Duke, now Mrs. P?élps.)

Williams: Another thing-~I thiné this came up while you were
governor. You may have to correct me or you may not
even remember it. There was some sort of asmisunder-

standing about the Eastern State land there in Williamsburg.



Darden:
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Now Eastern State was getting ready to move from in
town out to Dunbar. What was all this row about?
Well, boy, I'm telling you it was really a row, a kifd
of low~key row. KEastern Stazerw5$15eing moved out to
Dunbar Farms, where it ought to have been moved.
Kenneth Ghorleﬁ*ﬁas bent on getting the Eastern State
property for the Rockefellers, having in mind for one
thing, a golf course, anéi%gﬁture expansion. And
Kenneth was on my neck, up visiting me about selling
it to them)to be delivered twenty-five years in the
future or something like that)for $50,000. George
Coleman, who was a very distinguished citizen of
Williamsburg, was also interested in trying to

help them. I think he may have been on the Colonial
Williamsburg board--might have been). I don't remember.
But he was a first-rate person.

Well, we scuffled around about it,and I made up
my mind not to .do it because I feltithat Williamsburg--
the College of William and Mary--was by all odds the
greatest single possession that Virginia has-~or one
of them, with the University of Virginia. And while
Colonial Williamsburg (the idea) was a fine thing,
the college was .  ongoing, young, vigorous, pushing
along, educating these children. I wasn't going to

do anything that I thought might prejudice them.

4((3?@5; dert of the Coloniaf W;H:a;\sbwg ?C\f;w}étﬁan,
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Then I got to thinking about it>and I concluded that
if it got clear of me that they might get it from the
state. So I talked to George one day when he was up
in Richmond, and I tdd him that I didn't mind the
state making some arrangement with Colonial Williams=
burg to sell them a piece of that land for enlarg-

ing the golf course, but I was going to give it to

the College of William and Maryi: I knew if I anchored
it in Williamsburg with the College of William and
Mary that whatever was done in the long run more than
likely would be done in the interesis of the college
(not absolutely necessarily because you get boards
that get off on the wrong foot). Well, I got the
legislature to transfer it /to William and Mary/, and
that didn't go over very well. They /Colonial Williams-
burg/ thought I'd jist bypassed them. I wasn't bypas-
sing them; I simply did not feel that that property--
after all, no one knew its value; I imagine it's
worth a million of a million and a half dollars now.
The idea of my selling it to them for $50,000 to be
delivered when the asylum moved out--i% hasn't been
out at Dunbar Farms over four or five years, has it?
It would look utterly ridiculous today if I had done

that thirty years ago. Now this center (law center)
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is going out there, also the new law school. It's
going out there simply because f%§§gk%%at property
over to William and Mary College. But I tell you,
it was a time around there for awhile when we were
scuffling around about that. You never knew Kenneth
Chorley. He was a determined, aggressive sort of a
fellow. He was bent on getting that '‘sproperty for
Colorial Williamsburg. Where'd you find out about
that? I didn't know there was anything written doun

about that.

Williams: I think there was something in the board minubes some

Dardens

years later about the Eastern State property having

bemn deeded tp William and Mary. C.W. wanted to buy

4it, I guess, and that had to go through the board.

“That must be where I found it.

They bought a slice of it for the golf course.

Williams: Right thei?

Darden:

No, when you saw it. No, I transferred the whole thing

/to William and Mayy/.

Williamss: I'm glad to get that cleared up because it was not

Darden:

something there waszﬁi background information on.
Yes, there was a lot of infighting on that. And of

course, you could make out a pretty good case for it.
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%5

1%

Colonial Williamsburg has been a grand thing forVirginia.

It's of ommerical value because it's brought a great

many people into the state; they spend money on:

gas taxes and other things. It.wouldn‘t have been a

good thing to have dealt William and Mayy College-~

of course, William an d Mary College was not as strong

then as it is now. It's grown in stature tremendously
Cwerts

in the last i years to where now it's faking its

place in the é;bnt ranks of:’ Jlearning institutions.

It was more difficult for the state to come by money

for it when I was governor.

To what would you attribute thia growth in stature

that you're talking about?

I think two tEngs: I think the ongoing industrial devel-

which has been s zeable,

opment of Virginia, and the desire of Virginians liv~

ihg outside of Viré;nia back here. Out=of-state people

who come to visit Williamsburg want their children to

go there to go to school. It's given it an almost

impregnable position!/ Now it's had two good, forward-

going managers: old "Pa$"¥did an awful lot of work

well
for it. "Pat" knew the systeqt-he'd been superin-
tendent of public instruction. And of course also

Admiral~-what do you call him~«Chandler.

Dayis ¥ Tasohall
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(His father had been president up there when I was
a boy.)
(Discussion of value of coeducation.)
Williams: Let me ask you this: near the end of your term as gov=-
ernor, I know that you were “instrumental in bringing

The Common: Glory to Williamsburg. I wondered what your

role was in that? Would you tell about that?

Darden: Well, I'J1 you now, that was another one of our VYen~
tures. And I did~-I worked awfully hard on that--
and I worked after I got out of the governorship.

We didn't get it opened up until that next summer[}qq7:¥
you see. And this will interest you: the night we
opened I was down on the main stage painting the
lattice work that went on the towers:that the music
is piped through. We were struggling to get the dog-
gone thing finished, and we hadn't been able to get
it finished. This wooden lattice work, which was
quite attractivég~as I remember it,I was down there
”working with some green paint, trying to get it done.
But Billy Wright, who%ﬁ? one of the department
heads up in R%ﬁf;g?"and an old friend of mine (he's
dead now) andxﬁﬁma Sidney Johnson from over here in

Smithfield (who's now dead) and two or three more~=

I'm not sure that I can remember them all-~came
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over ta see me one dgy (that was while I was still gov~
ernor) and wanted to know if we could organize a play.
.. We thought that was a fine idea, so we went out and
looked for somebody to write the thing. Then we had
to find a site for it, and that was a terrible job.

I went down with a friend of mine to Jamestown Island
and walked over that. And Jamestown Island, of course,
would be very pretty. The Park Service was Jjust as
helpful as it could be, but in order to get a site
there was no end to red tape; it was Jjust like taking

" detachin:
a fdece of Upgited States property)likQAW’es Point or
Annapolis. I was in Richond working on this thing,;
I was at the Commonwelth Club, and I came douwn to
breakfasty Joe Hall was sitting there (he was the
counsel for the Richmond newspaper; his brother, Chans~
ning Hall, was mayor of Williamsburg). We got to talk-
ing, and I told him what a helluva of a problem I was
having trying to get a place for the show. He said,
"Haﬁe you seen that old mill pond back there at Wil~
kiamsburg?® I said, "No, I didn't know there was one
back there." He said, "There's a mill pond back there,
A ravine runs right down to the pond, and I believe
it'd be a fire place." I said, "I tell you what I
going to do: I'm going right downstairs and get in

my car and go down to Williamsburg and look at it.®
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I went and drove down there and I - walked over it;

it was exactky:gnghe told me. I went down . -

there to Jamestown Road, parked on the side of the

road, and I picked out this ravine. We didn't build

it in that ravine, but they built it in the one right

next door to it (there’re two ravines). It was thought

that this next ravine was better; it was better; it

was a little bit more accessible. Then we had /Charles

Major, who was the architect for the college and one

of the nicest fellows, most cooperative fellaws~-and

Charlie Duke was in on it, too. He helped us a 1&E§ ‘o
So we set to work to put us on a showw~wan all-time

stopper of all the shows. We went down and got ol!

Paul Green, who wrote The Lost Colony, and .set him

to work on ity then we set to work to raise the money
z
to build the theatre. And I used every kind of state

I aovld
gadge?ﬂto do some work for them down therg}’

¢ .., chargeit to the state5 I went just as far as

I could without getting in jail about it. We went
around: together and raised money privately. For the

Yo everghedy we Kney

seats for the amphithaatre we sold the%\for $5 apiece.
We'd write a fellow and see if he wouldn't buy two
seats; maybe if we got a right prosperous fellow we'd
get him to buy five seats for $25. And we finally

got it finished and opened it with a show, and as I

Fest — .
said, when theAcrowd casme through there I was down

there painting the last of the scenery.
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It's improved tremendously since then. The show
has always been interesting, but it's been tightened
up and it's more accurate. Some of it wWas not accurate® begin with.
(It was not intentionally aisleading; you might say
it was too partisan.) And it has done all rightiwti!
ZLast yea.t;they had to replace a lot of stuff, had to
rebuild a lot of stuff, and we got some money. I think
e a5 oM now
we raised abuut $8~3,000A ($35,00¢ ot & came Srom the commenwes(th- -
Lewis McMurran got that ), I think this year ought to
be the greatest year they've ever had with the bicen-

¥
tennial. So that's the story of The CommonGlory.

(Discussion of other aides in staging the production:
Bela Norton of Colonial Williamsburg, Majors . .. Miss

& lthea Hunt, Howard Sqammon, Roger Sheman;nd his Dirst
wife?:;irginia Davis.) We had great fun; we did an
awful lot of hard work, but we enjoyed it. It was a
very involved thing-~but not so involved as things

are boday. Life is so involved that you can hardly

make &, through the day--on any kind of venture.

*f)ummev 74,
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I wanted to ask you--at one point wasnt't it discussed
that after you retired as governor that you would go
to William and Mary as a professor?

Yes, I came very close to doing it (teaching govern-
ment up there). They were very nice about it; I gave
a lot of thought to it. My children were in school
down here, and I could have driven up there and back,
but the ferries were running (therm wasn't the fast
road that you have now). I was just tired when I

got out of the governorship: the weariness, the
apprehension about the war. . . the war was over,

but the dffects of it weren't over.

So they (the W&M Board of Visitors) elected me
chancellor. I was just thinking about it today; I
don't know how they happened to do that. I don't
know; I just don't know who rigged that thing up.

I don't recollect - ., ever being talked to about

it. I believe they Just up and elecked me chancellor

one day. I gave that up when I went to the University
as gphes dert,

of VirginiaAuwhich I reckon was aboub a year later.

Did you function in any capacity as chancellor?

No, it has not responsibilities at all; it's entirely

honorary. You're available for advice, jwst as is

any citizen you are~-anybody that'!s been governor’

is under obligation to help out i} he's: called on.
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I 've dene & nembler o ©h! yﬂgs
in connection with R . ;gygggiat William
and Mary simply because I called on so many people
when I was governor and got them to help me that I've

always Teb an obligation to turn around andlelp them.

Williams: As you've said you . became soon thereafter president

Darden:

of the University of Virginia. Whaﬁ)from that point
of view)do you see as the special role that a presi-
dent of a state~-supported college has?
It's not much of a role)and it doesn't amount to much.
I'm not talking about--and I think very highly of Mr.
Graves. I think you've got a fine president-~and his
wife, Zoe. The only place in an educaCﬁional insti~-
tition that amounts to anything is a full professor=-
ship in a field in which you 're interested, and if
you're not interested you ought not to be in there
teaching. With a beaching load that's not too
heavy, that allows you to do some - research and
reading on your own, that's one of the great pl aces.
Salaries have reached a point now where it's very
much more attractive than it was years back.

But being president--now in my opinion; I'm
sure there are a lot ; who wouldn't agree with me--

you're always pushed and worried and peckdd to death
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by a lot of inconsequential things that don't amount
to a whole lot. When I was up at the University of
Virginia we did a lot of building; it'd be like being
in the building supply business or running a construction
firm . I wasn't especia:ﬁly interested in it, but I
worked on it very hard. That role is important. I
think the head of an institution can exert an influ-
ence of some consequence. Why anybody would want to
be presidet of one of them is beyond me. I think
thaﬁjiftrue even of my day; I know it's true now.

If §§;§ monstized the federal debt you couldn't

hire me to be president of one of them for a year.

There's just no end to trouble: everybody'!s poking

you about this and that. The faculty's all messed

up and they've got no end to factions; theytre
ho“ee\iﬁ and
running around an%\squ ling and raising a disturb-

ance. You can exercise some leadership, but not a

great sight. Most of it is momentum. Now thasﬁ‘s

a right grim appraisal of the situation, but,in

answer to your question>it’s quite a truphful one.
Williams: Is it a harder job than being the governor? How would you compare it?
Darden: It was not anything like so hard, and I'il tell you

why: the difficult thing about being the governor was

apprehension about trouble--or disaster.
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Then also I used to go down frequently when they had
these little drafiees in Richmond, ready to send them
off to camps. They'd line them up on the south portico
of the Ca pitol and have me come down and make a little
talk to them. It just tore the heart out of you when
you looked at them~=really. There were a lot of little
blecks and whites who didn't have the faintest notion
of anything about the war. =~So far as Japan was con-
cerned, it might as wellbigzbeen on the moon. You
looked at them, and you just felt they were being

fed into a gigantic machine of death

)
O‘? ressive

it wa;ﬁdepwessiag beyond belief to me. So there

in a way, and

was hagging over the governorship a terror. I'd
go to sleep at night and just wonder if I was going

“to be called in the night that something awful had

x happened somewhere. I was so glad to get out of
office; I never was so happy toiégﬁfbu$~o£ a place.
I enjoyed Richmond;the people were just as nice to
my family, and my children enjoyed being in the
schools up there. It's a lovely city, but I was
so glad to put my hat on and come home I didn't
know what to do.

Now I know that part of that reaction that

I'm giving you comes with old age; I know that
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the appraisal of this is far bleaker now than it would
have been (you see, it's been thirty years or more
now; it's been fifteen or twenty years since I left
the University of Virginia). I didn't have to go

up there (Charlottesville) 3. " I wasn't in need

senjeyed both ot the 5@&\/«@@5@
of employment-~-and I enjoyed it\ But as to which was

more difficult orqpressiue)the governorship was,by
all odds.

You related to the casualty lists. The states
ran the draft system. Wy were picking up these
little girls and boys off the farms and creeks and
coves and citi es and piling them into these camps
and shipping them abroad. The whole thing was a
terrible thing. A4nd then also I was very much more
apprehensive than some of the others about the oub-
come; I think that was pa rtly because I had served
on the naval committee when I was in the House of

Representatives and I knew somewhat mcre about the

)
armament and the military capac_ity of this countryand cther acurty; g
than did many of our people. It was a bleak kind of

time.

None of that was true at Charlottesville--it

was Jjust worrying about the building progra@y
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getting things done, fussing and fighting with the stu-
dent body; they're never satisfied. It's a good sign;
there's nothing in the world more dangerous than a
student body that becomes absolutely quiet. If they
reach that point they're brooding; they're dissatis-
fied about something. I had more people runmning the
university when I was up there than you could shake
a stick at--a lot of it's students. I had at least halT = dozen
students out there every morning who /said/ they knew
ancther

how %0 run it, and‘& half a dozen from the faculty:
All I was supposed to do was get the money for them}
the rest of it they could handle themselwves. But
a student body that grows quiet is a dagerous thing;
there's some trouble underfoot. You're far better
/off7 having them a-wrangling and a-rowing and a~-carrying
on; it's a healthier thing. I don't know why that's
true, but ;i;now it's true. (Description of students
at U.Va. setting small crosses afire on the lawn of
the President's House at U.Va.)

Williams: I have had people to grope for a definition of this
is why I'm asking this: from your perspective as gpv~

ernor, as president of a state university, have you
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been able to see a niche that each college should

fit into?

No, there isn't one.

Because if so, I was going to ask you did you see a
certain purpose for William and Mary ‘within a state context?
No, there's not. “Yhere's only one niche, and that's

Ghe cclleges

to sharpen the kéman mind, and unless thez\do that hey're

wastirg their time. It!'s not what you remember so much
in facts and figures=-~whether William the Congueror
imraded Epgland in 1066. . . . The question is whether
or not you canjggihthe imagination of a child :pa

point that will encourage him to go on and echieve a
sense of discrimination. Iife is esgentially a matter

of choices-~the whole long journey--~it's a long series

of choices. Now that is only done by sharpening the

mind, and if you do that the rest will take care of

itself. How does that strike you?

It strikes me as a good answer. (Thanks to Governor

Darden for the interview.)

William.and Mary's a great school, and it's got greater
days in front of it than it has behind it, notwithstanding
the very distinguished Virginians that have been there

in the student body. It's in the clear now, I think,

if we escape some unbglievable tragedy of some kind.

(Discussion of Carter Lowance's role in the state.)



