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FROM : .H.clnrk,l 3t Libeli,O4ReCo _
TO: capt.B;Juhlsns,ﬁept.%pund Baecteriology,CellsD. L.
SUBJECT :Gas Gangrené,and Serum administratlon,

Attached find histories and bacteriological findings of cases of
gas gangrene,occuring in Base Hospital 17,during the monthes of Oct. Nove
and Dec.Unfortunately a civil employee of th: hospital threw out these
cherts,when the hospital was being handed over 1l03.For this reason the
histories are incomplete.

Great difficulty was eperianced in isolating the causative
anaerobe,sufficiently rapidly,to give the corresponding antiderum.In one
case an Edemntieaa was not isolated until four(4) daya after tha culture
was taken,

Of the 29 cases attaoﬁed 20 recelved serum r@atment,with 4 deaths
a mortality of 20%.Two of these,lorrevocts and Towslee,were practically
past 2ll help when first aeen.Ot the 9 cases receiving no ser; im,; 8 died
a mortality of 337%.But one of these,Burns,wes also flortelly weunded,

11 of the cases recelving serum,could be dipgnosed g@a-gangrnal
from clinical features only,Serum was given to the remaining P,because
of the bacteriological findings,but in no case did tymptomes bf clinical
gas gangrene develop.5 of the cases receiving no serumjycould be diagnosed
gas gengrene from clinicsl signs,3 of these dying.The ié casep not
clinieclly gas gangrene,presented no diagnostie fea&urea,exon t a foul
dirty wound with profuse disch-rge,The dry,glozed wounds were faund to
be more dengerous than wounds that were draining fredly.

In only one case,zoyd,was the effect of se v»striking n the
others,parti«uLarly those recelving Leclainche and \Vallee,and - ﬁlao Bulil's
serum,ielch bacilli persisted for upwards of a weelf in the wound,even
after 100c.cqs of the serum hed been given,altho the badilli m-y have
been detoxicated.There was not sufficient time or mﬁailable matbﬁ;al
for testing this, \

- From the experiance derived from the earlia% eaqpa,%Oc. &\of
4ntiBeldonensis and 30c.c. of Leclainche and Valleg serum,wss 1. J cted
in every case of potential ges gangrene,and repeat@d‘if he pat t did
improveThis,together with extensive debridement gnd ¢ tar-op nings
to relieve tension and aid drainesge,gave th- best/ resulﬂa:only ssed
by amputation,when the extremity was badly shatte&ed and ﬂgo c:t:ﬁmlt ition of
the patient allowed this,
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