

















Rome , Georgia
June 29, 1945

Dear Margaret,

Here 13 a very very late answer to your swell letter.
An awful lot has happened to me since I wrote you lasts Right
after your last lotter I graduated from that rest camp, ¢
called 'boot camp'!s I was_among 173 fellows from my barrdcks to
be selected for Avaition Radio training there at Memphise I
was lucky, or should I say unlucky, enough to be selected to
become a Section Leader s Which corresponded to my Petty Officer
rating in boot camp, except that we had alittle more responsibe
11ty and authority. I attended-good old ARM school up until
my thirteeenth week, March 6th, at which time, I hate to admit
it , I was washed out for code inaptitude; L flunked one of
my weekly checkout tests in Watchstanding, which consists of
recleving and sending on an actual circuit naint&ined throughout
the classroom. Very realistic training that was,' was then sent t
to New Orleans , c? for further assignment. the time 1 thou ht
I was slated to catch an IST on the est Coast but thru dome
stroke of fate I was transferred to & @ifferent command and
statloned there at NewOrleans as a Rigger. You probably wonder
just #hat a Rigger is , so I'1ll try to tell you, We had to do
with all of the splicing of rope and wire cablé on the ships that
came in there to be repaired &and re- outfitted., We were attached
to the Sh¢p Repair Unit there, We also fid quite abit of steve=
dore work along with general dock wobk. I liked the work alright
but didn't care ruch for the fellows that I was working with,
They did too many lousy things to sult me. Most of them had
been in four op five of the European invasions and were of the
'don't give a damm ' attitude,

On April the 9th, they put out a circular stating that
the V=12 program was again reopened for Navy men and that a-
quota of 2000 were to be selected from the-Navy,in general ,
to be entered in the class beginn dJuly ,2nd, I put my
appllication in, took all of the tes 8, passed them and am
mow home on a ten day delay enréute order. I am bo report to
Georgla Tech next Mondag at 0800, I had to talk my way into
padsing my phgsical as * hawe what 1s called meloclussion
of the teethe In plain English that ‘means my front teesth
don't meet together as they should,, "ell the Lt. passed me
and here I am at home waiting to go to school. I'm going back
to my oli Alma Mater, which is one .of those breaks that any fel=
low dreams about, Being stationed at home where all ﬂf ygur old
friends and your parihts are.Thrusday before I left “ew “rleans

I was notified that * had a First _lternates apggintment to
Annapolis for next month, I sent al my papers and was
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notifeid yesterday that I have passed the mental requirements
for entrance to the Academy withoub any examination, Now all
I have to do is walt to see if the Principal fails and then
try to pass the physical exam myself, I'm pretty sure that I
will flunk the Dental exam, bu t I feel that I would rahher
g0 up there and fall than not evem try at all. 2

I guess bhat just about brings me up to date. Right now
I'm staying at my folks place in the countyr, enjoying life
and it's laziness to the fullest. 411 I do is sit around, eat
drink lced tea, and reade. Just living the proverbial life of
Riley. The place is quite an ideal place to spend a weekend at
on a house party. They have a log cabin up ober the hill that is
Just made to order for about four couples. Ye olde moon rises
and shines just over the pine trees and it really 'is g romantic
spot for anyone so inclined( Who isn't nowadaws?), Tuesday I
was out back cleaning a couple of brooks out, and got myself
covered with red bugs., My arms and less are Just one mass of
welts and stres , that itch like all get out, ¢

I hope you will forgive me for not writing you sooner,
but there 18 really no excuse so I won't bry to give any,
From your letter I think that you are a pretty nice girl
and 1f you'd like I would sure like to carry on a corredpondence
with, I promise to write alittle hetter than before, I mean
it tooe '
Where is David now? I haven't heard anything from any of
the fellows that went to Aviation Ordance or Mech, Do you
knéw what his address is ? If so s, would you please send it to
niee : z
It's time for dinner,so will have to close. Write soon
whenever you have time, Teil'me allitte more about yourself
and what you have been doing,

Sincerly Your Friend
s
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UNITED STATES NAVAL ACADEMY

ANNAPOLIS,MARYLAND
Suhdey morn

Yo r Margeret,

1 figured that you were going on your vecation that
is why I didn't amswer your other letter any sooner. You really
spunded as if you hed a swell time, Maybe next summer I can write
and tell you of & little vecetion I em going to have , either
before or after, our cruise next symmer. 1 imagine that we will
be going on e three months cruise either t® Europe or to the
Pacific. This summer the Youngsters(3rd class) went on & cruise
to the Caribbean-Cuba, and Fuerto Rico. One of my fraternity
brothers who is & third clessmen told me of some of the lib-
erties that they pitched down in San Juen. The people there had
e dance end a big shindig arranged for the Midshipman thet
hit thet port. This buddy of mine had & date with this neative
girl and reelly had e big time at her house. They almost missed
the liberty leundh going back to the ship, buthe satd that it
would heve been worth it. Don't get the wrong idea,tho, They
just had one heck of & good time at the girls house- big chow,
demcing end a might bit of browsing.

The latest!'word! ths we have on Christmes leave is that
we are going to get elevem days leave. You know thet will be
just about the longest time I heave been home in alittle more
than a vear. I'm planning to stay at home for a few days and
then go over to Birmingham, Ala. , for a couple of days then
heed back for good old Atlante, where all the Peaches are.
Fruit and otherwise.Then we are supposed to get a thrity day
leave sometime 'next summer.: will probably go to Miami for
a good part of that. You know that is the country that 1 was
born end raised in. “est Palm Beach id my birth plece ; lived
there for five years, and after & four year interval in Boston,
I went beck to Florida end lived in Miemi from'35-41, That is
when Dad was called into the irmy out of the Reserve end he was
odered to Atlanta. Tttook me two years to get to like that
place , but sure love it now. Quite alot of my old pals ought
to be out of the service and back home by then end what a time
we ought to have., Know quite a few of the girls that still
live in Miami Shores. Flan to do alot of fishing end bathing
on the good old beach there. Have you ever been to Florida?

If you haven't you don't know what you ere missing. I'1ll edmit
that the prices are slittle high for tourists, but 1 think
that I could menage .

Reading you r letter,I notice thet you call me & privil-
edged Midshipmen. That reminds me of a little stunt the First
cddss pulls on us. They make us brece end then tell us that
we ought to be proud that we are Middies. Then make us act anfl
feel like d=-=-- fools. Maybe when we are no longer Plebes, we
will feel that that statement is really true. Now all we can
look forwerd to is that day when we can climb.Herndon monument
end say that we are¥no mo' plebes". Tht will be the day of re-
joicing for us. :

Well, the time has come again to close. Just about time
for Chapel so had better close now. Write soon

Youf,Friend‘
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