J. WILFRED LAMBERT

Dean Lambert is legendary around Williamsburg and
among alumni for his encyclopedic mind, which has missed
few detalls in college operations since his arrival on
campus in 1924 . Craduating in 1927, he went on to Johns
Hopkins for graduate work, returning at Dr. J.A.C.Chandler's
request In 1931 to teach psychology. When he became dean
of freshmen in 1935, it was the first of many positions in
administration, including dean of men (1938-1942), dean of
students (1946-1970, later changed to vice-president of
student affairs, 1970-1973), and registrar (1948-196l).

In addition he served on innumerable committees, notably
those concerning admissions, scholarships, and discipline,
Undoubtedly Dean Lambert is known by more Wiiliam and Mary
students than any other single figure in recent years.

The format of these interviews was somewhat different
from others in this series. Topics for the day's discussion
had been planned beforehand, and Dean Lambert had organized
his thoughts accordingly. In reading the transcript he made

8 number of small stylistic changes.
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J. Wilfred Lambert

January 8, 1975

Lambert: As I look back upon what William and Mary was like when I entered
%{L SLp T&-ﬁf;:w{
as a freshman in 1924, the most impressive difference is the lack of

A
guidance and direction which we received from the faculty. There was
nothing in the organization of the ¢ollege which provided any assistance
at all in the selection of a major or jin the Q;%E%;;Bn~of individual
courses. I was fairly close to several members of the faculty{ and
I'11l point this out later], but I do not recall at all discussing what
kind of major I might take, what courses I might elect, or anything
at all about what my future might be\Y{There wasn't anything in the
organization of the ¢011ege that provided for social or personal

direction or guidance either, except that the hazing that went on was

J
a rather strong, rather rigorous guide to one's behavior. All freshmﬁh
were required to wear what were called duqﬁ caps,and I'm going to digress
in a moment to talk about the word "duqé." This is the little cap

that students ncwadaygacall a beanie. And we had to wear that cap
throughout the year, as I recall) Althoughwif we defeated the Univeré%iity
of Richmond in football on Thanksgiving Day, we could then discard

the caps at the end of the first semester. There were the usual personal
inconveniences: #reshmgh could not walk up the sid%walks of the ﬁgllege
yardg ?ou had to go up the center path. And you always had to QOW;

or in the case of the Womegg}curtsey to the statue of Tord Botetour&é}
which then stood midway of the walk between the campus gates and the

Wren Building, More important than that was something that went on



among the men students ;i" I don't think the girls had anything that
corresponded to it;;" fé(.nd that is a fair amount of strapping. We all
wore the fairly wide belts in those days-~they seemed to have been
popular--and if a freshman was considered to be particularly henous
heu,%:gj}:é simply givenhim two or three slashes with a good wide belt.

It could have a great deal of influence on what you did! You learned
what the lowly?éstate of a freshman was. There was also a fee which was
assessed on every freshman almost ;;:( /:E\;::ém;he landed on %ca@usv)
and that was theUEgypt fee. )ﬁnd EheﬂEgypt)fee was a twenty~-five

cent feej' -And you had to have a ;eceipt for that. I remember that I
paid my Egypt fee to a sophomore by the name of Cotton Rawls. ( He later

o
became a physici‘anjw e is ;fhief of ﬁurgery/lap-ea« a hospital in

m;f,tf"

Stapdford, Connecticut.) I tackled him on my fee some years ago(just_)
sert

say,ten or fifteen years ago)}and he ,Ls&dden—lg— backé\g the quarter I had

paid. But I never knew what that((Egypt fee”was for, why we were re-

/‘
quired to pay it until one day I heard Henry Billups, the bellfringer

}
of the gfollege, make some comment about'“Egypt. And I said,((Henry,
where was Egypt? ”Andi{ihegsaid, fi;;ut behind the Wren Building .n f(‘We'll,
what was Egy‘pt?ﬁ And he says,aWell, you know what you go to Egypt for.“
No, I didn't know what it was. And I thought nothing more about it
until my son one summer came back from camp and told me that the woods
beyond the tents )Which the boys used for a toilet,was called Egypt.

So apparently% in the old days g the woods behind the Wren Building,

the open field and woods ywas a sort of outdoor toilet. -Amé as a matter
of fact, in 1940 when the line of trees was planted parallel#to the
walk which crosses the campus behind the Wren Building and outside the
white fence, when.that-line-of-trees-was-put--in, an—old—ﬁw,w...

was~found-therey the foundations of an old Frvy were found there.



# n .
And that Egypt fee was evidently the charge for the use of the prvy -

4’Let me get back to one other custom of those days and that is use of

& oni .n k\v‘a’>3
the term duc. In recent years, the af%s~hawe been completely lost.

And when the word is used at all, it is used—as—if—itwerespelt
W
used as if it were the foyl. Bue I once saw a letter that Dr. W. T.

Hodges, who was dean of men in the early)ZOS) wrote to a student by the

)
name of Macon Sammons. Ci think Macon Sammons was in the class of 1926;)

-and as I recall the letterﬂ Dr. Hodges said, Dear Macon, You have asked

w4y
e

about the orlgin of the wor When L&GHodges speaklng) was in

college about 1904w;r 5, Mr. BrldgesééMr Bridges was the registrar

of the %olleg%q?told me that the word was derived from the word intro-
ductory}which was attached to the name of the courses or classes which
students took in the academy.J)Therefore, introductory courses were in
English and latin and so on. And so you regisﬁ%ed-«or you took in

the acadam%:?&w courses. Now that same word carried over to English
101 when I was in college. That was still calledrﬁuc Engiish:) Well,
the hazing which was represented by the duc rules and others that I
haven't mentioned had a great deal to incorporate in our thinking as
something of the traditions of the ¢%11ege and something of the sub-
servignce of freshmen to the uppeg%%lass students.cﬁz said that we had
no guidance for registration. We were handed a yellow registration
card and told to select our courses. I don't think theee was any

real trouble about open sections. There were always classes available

for whatever you wanted to take,or whatever classes you wanted to take

)

were open. And as I look back upon my own recordg it shows a remarkable
lack of coherence when you reviewed individual semesters /Kﬁt when you
put it all together, I did take a lot of concentrated fiel%fof subjects.

evidertiy
In my freshman year,q?eaven&y motivated by consideration of studies



in which I already had some background with one exception{ﬂSpanish))

P ) o f
SEBL b fhrr AT

I chose governmen% and Englis% and- math, and history,’ I also.took
é 3

t
Spanish. In that first yea;;;the professor that was most influengial
me.

was the man who taughthpanish) And his name was Carlos Casta;édag
~with-a-tittte-titda—over-theN-to-make-it-sound-tike

an&a%ééagwas a Mexican and a demanding teacher, a very serious teacher,
but a man who had a great deal of fun with his étudents when he entertained
the Spanish glub,;% his home down on Francis Street., I liked my courses

in Spanish a;é went on to take a minor with Castaneda. Castaneda was

here my first two years and then left William and Mary to become

Cuvster of the Mexican Collection at the University of Texas., I under-
stand that he achieved considerable academic promin%hce in his work

there. He was succeeded by Professor Branchi in the session 192637.

I'1l have something to say about him later.zgin my second year, my

sophomore year, I continued to work in government and history. I

Surtt o SC{L 0l s teanel
took a course in chemistry,which was required of everybody?f I took my
N )

first course in psychology. Let.me. go-back.and-sayynot-that-chemistry

was.required,but--a-science was-required-ofeverybody. I took my

first course in'psychology with a man by the name of Faithfulj ﬂnd I

took a course in journalism. Now I remember very well the professors

I had in the sophomore year., Havilah Babcock taught English and journalism.

He left William and Mary to go to the University of South Carolina,

ultimately became head of the department of English there and died a

couple of years ago. Babcock was a colorful person)and he built up

something of a mystique by beiﬁg unwilling to pronounee his first name,
(’Havilah:’ He suggested that you could call it anything fromfﬁiolentx

or violet to violin. Well, I think it was simply Havilah. I knew him

very wellj %&w&a%;apma%texmeéuias£§§in the summer of 1926 when Mrs.
N\



h
Babcock went up to their home in E=think Poqetan County -agé- Babcock
asked me to stay with him from time to time because he was afraid of
having a heart attack in the middle of the night. Well, he lived

nearly forty years after that period. I don't think he ever had a bad

fﬂ’**wfmwfwwmc@
night. But in exchange I learned a’great de ﬁ about writing and about

an interesting personality. In the spring of 1926 his class in journalism;_‘
W

Itowas~ealied ﬁews Vriting and #ditinga’was responsible for reestablishing

the Virginia Gazette. That was in commection with the celebration of
the 150th anniversary of the Virginia Bill of Rights on May 15, 1926,
and I'm sure that some issues of that first publication are still
available., In addition to Babcock, I had a young man in history by the
name of J. T. Ecker. Ecker was the second man in history. The only
other person in history then was Dr. R. L, Morton)although that year or
later Dr. Katy Bruce was added. Dr. Brucé%(i never had her in a class;--
but-wshe had a reputation of being an extremely difficult teacher. ‘And
wefgqgisﬂthat Dr. Chandler gave her leave of absence every two or three
years so that some students could pass history. Ecker was an English
historian,and I took two courses lé%gzéigéy{’wEnglandmto~160¥man&
Eag%an&~sinee~&6ﬁ?)with E%ﬁé%?ﬁtThe grades I made were among the poorest
" 4l f/f{ ~
I made a&%«a&éngb '#ut I greatly enjoyed the work and I think I proﬁfited
more than my grades show. I also had a course that vear in beginning
chemistry with Dr. W. G. Guy)who started teaching at the‘ﬁollege in 1925,
and I think he must have taught until about 1965. T formed a friendship
with him then which lasted for the rest of his life because when I came
back to the ¢ollege in Jahﬁar%%71931 to join the facult%& gok=-a romnef

at Dr. Guy's. I lived khere from Januar31;31 until Junegy 3% when I



T % &w?

i} went on leave, vzem:mgambaek -*eo Johns Hopkins amd - —

o soreys-that-should be-Juney.1933. F-went.back-to-Johns.Hopkins..on
Lea:zew.dur;iangmgl}ﬁw&s\essionﬂgf‘,7.19.3-3«-)4, )Eeturned to Dr. Guy's house and the
)Ifollege in Septeniber/f(l%lp)and was t\here from 1934 to 1935)when I

joined the administration and moved into an apartment at Tyler Hall.
Also in that session(l%&—)s) Dr. Fowler was living at Dr. Guy's.

Weddw Babcock, Ecker, Guy ,and Failhful were men who influenced me a
great deal in that sophomore year. %That summer I came to summer session.
I think I was beginning to enjoy the academic side of college,and I
decided I would work very hard during the summer and make a lot of money
and be able to take it easy in the next year and pay more attention to
my classes. During the summer of 26 I had my first courses with Dr.:r- Lesgz’;:img_
Hall. T took two courses in \Shakespeare with him. One was an extensive
course which dealt with all of Shakespeare's plays and his sonnets

and what was‘\m his 11fe} }f’he other one was an intensive
course, ﬁ can't remewmber what play we read ,but we read only one or

two at most plays during the entire summer.) I enjoyed that a great

deal. I also, that summer, had two courses with Dr. Joseph Roy Geiger.

Dr. Geiger had joined the faculty about 1912 or ’14, maybe as late as

I;LS? and taught until his tragic death in June#,1935. He was

a very good scholar, He published more than anybody else in college

at that time, His courses were demanding. They were tightly reasoned,
His lecbures onl

as he would say. They were usually,ilogically complete topids., 1

took first of ally;ethics and logic and then later on{ in the next year)

I pook philosophy of religion with himy /(nd I think abnormal psychology.

The work that summer was very difficult. I was tutoring) and I was

b, & | sigdn
working in the dining hall as head Waltqr and I was.uo @6-a 95 2 timelee pee

for the Sfollege maintenance and construction pe;}le. I did entirely too

much. When I returned to (éollege that £all I came down with aj%endicitis



<d
and because I was generally weakeniwg I had to stay out of classes for
‘nearly two months. Buwt in the fall of 1926&? I took government and

the philosophy of religioq;é%hich I have already mentioned .and psychology

)

courses and a (e course with Dr. Hall and some Spanish courses.

gl . '
My instructors that year{ipxincipéﬁminstructors)ntheﬂg?ee I remember
oo
best were Dr. Geiger and Dr. Hall) /Khd thenﬂMrs:”ﬁodges}who was dean

of Women. She was at that time Annie Powell. She #ubsequently married
#

W. T. Hodges. She taught me Tennyson and Browning in the fall o%ﬂ926)and

I am confident that I made the poorest grade I have ever made on

W
&nymcnﬂEEszhere% that course. I look at my record and I see that my

)
grade was 76. And yet, like the earlier course that I had had in

history)when I made a grade of 81, I enjoyed that Tennyson and Browning
course tremendously)and Mrs. Hodges and I have been close friends to

this day. I recall very well that I wrote a very ambitious paper for

[£ ;:cg‘;y 2
her on the psychological features of T)ntera Abb% é@iyears‘}ater—~1

think that is the name of ithilm&not entirely sure-of. the name. of the

" 2. 1-:(’
poem, -But it seems to me that Tennyson had written two poems on Tirte on
F

Abé;,wtmsmepigmgggmaa and the ££§§2§ one fAnterested me because of the
differences between that and the earlier poeﬁw ;F%ﬁfﬂz?wmwﬁ4ﬁ%mﬁg i)
Rk&tb,zf also had my first contact that year with Carlos Emilio Branchi.
D:. Branchi replaced Carlos Castaneda. Dr., Branchi was an Italian with
an interesting and veried career. He had lived six months on the jgland
of San Juan Fernandgg%off the coast of South America in order to determine

"\ 5&5’ SN
whether or not the sailor whose life was the subject of Robinson Crusoe

could actually have lived on the island. (ﬁ've forgotten the name of the



in event
name~of-the. man who was supposed to have lived there. But4ae any, rate,
‘ - (
Branchi determined for himself that one could live for alone far six

+Fastuadl
months on the island and thag; therefore, Robinson Crusoewas a4possib e

-

book. Branchi had been the commander of a squadron of su%#oat chasers
for the Italian government in World War I, 1In later yeargg?he organized
an overland tour through South America. He got as far as Mexico when
his automobile sank in one of the rivers they were trying to cross.
Well, I came to know Branchi and like him because at Dr. Chandler’'s
requesggaI tutored Branchi in English, As it turned ou?;;l learned

more Italian than Branchi learned English)and T assisted him in translating
several chapters of a book written by Mazzei,who was a €lose friend

and philosophical pupil of Thomas Jefferson.‘;So that year was an
interesting year. I was beginning to like philosophy and psychology

a good deal more, #ut I certainly enjoyed the work in English,
particularly with Dr. Hall and with Mrs. Hodges. I still didn't know
where I was headed in academic éi%?ﬁ%ﬁ%?gz;?fx returned to the summer
session and took three cﬁufses in one semester of the sum@er and four
courses in the other and graduated in August of 1927, During thaﬁ
summer I took two of the only three elective courses T had. The three
elective courses aié;fogether were: contemporary drama, which-F-took
inmthemsnmmarwgfﬂlazﬁfané a course in the history and literature of
religion)and a course in music{ﬁintroduction to musiélwhéebuémaoekméa
thesummer-of-1927, The course in religion was given by Dr. Leonidas
Irwin}who was the pastor of the Presbyterian church in Williamsburg.

The work in music T took with Mrs. Hipp. *t-was-e-very colorful—career—

She was a very colorful person. She loved to lead the students in group



singing}and she saw to it that everybody sang. But.thes in addition to
religion and music E-teok-theny I had English, history, Spanish and
psychology. T completed my academic record with an average well into
thejgg;é%ie&a I say this to offset the comments T made fhout the grade

T made in the Tennyson and Browning course and in the first semester

Ve

of the course in English history.b’Commencement was held in the Phi

Beta Kappa Hall, that igjgehe—e£igina%—aadé%er&um—or the auditorium

of the original Phi Beta Kappa Hall,which was burned in 1953,

And I remember quite well that the commencement address was given by

Dr. James Hardy Dillard. Dr. Dillard was ﬁector of the Board of

Visitors. -Amg- T recall that he spoke to us on the joys of reading.

Well, this was old hat to me since much of my spare time was thengand

is now spent in reading. I recall particularly two persons who influenced
me in reading for pleasure. ﬁne was Dr. Chandler)and the other was

Dr. Swem. Dr. Chandler, when he had time to be personal would often

32
ask,ﬁWéll, Lambert, what are you reading now? I don't mean textbooks.

“That's
And T would tell him what I was reading, and he would sayaxgoodg‘gou

D& iy g

go to the library. Yes, I go to the library. {Well;’he remarked on one
occasion,fi've never known a scholar worth his salt who didn't broﬁge)
and I hope you broﬁ%e in the ¢011ege library.” Well, as a matter of
fact, T did. I recall on one occasion when I was brogéing around in
some section of thewgii£i§ihat-é¢§did not really concern me at all, a
AN hesvier s
little fellow with somewhatqpot belly than was appropriate to his height
came up to me and said,(ﬁéll, are you finding anything interesting?”
And T thought that was a foolish question because gverything in the
library was interesting> ﬂnd I told him something of the sort. And

he laughed and said;wYou just use this library all you can, you use it

all you want to) #nd if you need any help let me know. My name is



10

A

&, . g”";?‘\:-*.:)é’\,o‘}% »i'f:t .
Hi . K ‘:-
Swem and he walked off. That was the first&meetinggl had -had-with the
old gentleman, I took it upon myself whenever I had an opportunity to

+
do sg%o speak to him in the library. He encouraged me a great deal

and really surprised me by taking an interest in me. I think he

took more interest in me than any instructor I had except the few like
Babcock and Dr. Geiger and Dr. Castaneda. I remember in particular
that in the summer of 1933 when I was getting ready to go on leave and
return to Johns Hopkins for a yearg, T found it necessary to prepare for
doctoral examinations. I had to take ten of them that October.

There were at least three examinations in fields that I had never
studied: ph%%%éiological psychology, history of psychology)and I've
forgotten what the other ome waé;wperhaps perception., I went to the
Library of Congress to study. I spent the summer in Washington. One
day when I was in the general reading roomg, Dr. Swem came up to me and
saidfiLambert, what are you doing here?” And T explained it to him.
Dr. Swem, by the way, was also on leave from the ﬁbllege and was in

Washington at work on Swem's index. Well, when he saw me in the general

reading room, he said,izou can't study here. Why aren't you up in the
N Y, =

‘stacks? %ﬂﬁ~§t didn't occur to me that I had any right whatever to go

to the stacks. So he said, come with mejand I'1ll see if I can't get

%

this straightened out. We went in to see the man who was in charge

of that section of the library, a Mr. Robertg}and Dr. Swen said:deberts,
I want him to have a table (fﬁig;;gwa young friend of mine up in the

)i <
psychology stacks. And Mr. Roberts said, of course, of course, Dr.

H
Swem.3 And it wasn't long before I was installed in the middle of the

stacks and had complete access to everytlijng that I wanted to seev¢if¢ |
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~
I've never had such a delightful time studying, moving wherquer I

wanted to, mosing completely at liberty in one of the best libraries
ever

in the world. I was as free there as Iqwas in the stacks at Johns

Hopkins or at William and Mary. Well, in later years, when I returned

to William and Mary, Dr. Swem and I continued a very pleasant relation-
[{S\ ‘v"?‘:' "*‘\
ship. And then in his Iaégz‘year§i¢he would often phone me at the
¥

office and say, Lambert, what time do you leave work? Well, the closing

hour for the office was five o‘clock)and so he would say,iyell, why
don'*t you teavefabout four o'clock and come by my house an; have tea/
I want to talk with you.w And I found that a delightful engagement. -Anwd.
I suppose I visited Dr. Sweg;éhf once every month or two during the

last years of his residence in Williamsburg. I recall on one occasion

when Dr. Swem was in his ninetieg;%l found him very angry when I

. RN 4 35
went to visit him. I said,(what's wrong; what's got you upset? Well,

he said, “I've been reading the proof of a book that a man(ﬂhe mentioned

his namé) is writing on the church{%i won't mention the section of
T vy
Virginia because I think that would be giving that awa But he said,

4?e s got a lot of errors in here. Theg ‘were errors in the manuscript
and I corrected them then, but he didn't incorporate them in the final
copy, and now they are showing up in the final proof.})And I said,iéood‘
heavens, Dr. Swem. What's the matter with a man making mistakes like

Mo » + Seveirty ~Five
that? Oh, Dr. Swem said, he's in his dopage. He's 7§ years old.
Well, Dr. Swem was ninety. Buk Dr. Swem had a very fine appreciation
of what other people were doing. He kept alive to all that Qé;nt on
at the ¢011ege. ﬁecéldn 't hesitate ever to take a p031t10n ﬁe was
an outspoken sort-of person. Because he was so firm in his convictions

and at the same time so thoughtful of the welfare of otherg;%I found

him a remarkable person. I enjoyed my association with hiﬁygover, T should
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'ro ('“tfj
say?a total of aboutAQP years

4? When William and Mary was reopened in 1888, it was with a commitment
to train teachers for the public schools of Virginia. Young men came to
William and Mary and took the two-year course in preparation for teach:i.ng/.'@"56
(ﬁhis was called the %ormal ?burs%)and then they left and taught for awhle

baccalsvtembe

<while and very often returned to college and completed thexbaeheiortatei

course for their degrees. William and Mary was reopened at the tailend
tautid o £ pg-: oA

of the Reconstruction period. The men who were-able to do sgﬁéusually
went to the University of Virginia or to V.M.I. or some of the other
colleges in the state)so that William and Mary was dependent upon
attracting men for teaching to establish a student body. That meant

that a great many of the men who came to William and Mary were in need

of financial assistancej ﬂhd William and Mary gained a reputation then
which persisted for many, many years thereaftesﬂ%of being a fine place
for a needy student. Well, that certainly was a consideration in my
choice of William and Mary because when I entered the college in 1924,

I did so partyy because I was able to get a job as a waiter in the

dining hall and partly because I could get a job downtown in the printing
office. Throughout my three regular sessions and two summer term%%éf
/g;;\efzfzf}two jobs and sometimes more. I started out in the dining?all
as a waiter and was assigned to serve two training tables of football
men., The tables then seated-tweive persons)and the food was served family
style. You brought to the table Ilarge platters and large vegetable

“bwerty —Fou-

dishes and large plates of bread and so on. Wéll I had,Zthootball
adoct

players to wait on. I weighed about 118 pounds,and it was 4,all I could
Wete
do from the time when the doors were opened until thexAclosed{zuntll

the meal was over) to keep food on the table for those feg%%ab&% boys.
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: 1
They just ran me ragged. Wedd, gt the end of about the second week

A%
ew
of thatg T went to the sgyard of the dininépall and made the only com-

ew
plaint I have ever made to my employer about my duties. The stpard

had the improbable name of Lemon Shell Jones,and I told Mr. Jones that

)

I didn't want to give up my job. I couldn't give up my Jdbp-—I was
Fend
dependent upon my job in order to eathStay in college,--#ut couldn’t

he find something that was a little bit less deman&ing for a person of
my build and physique? Well, he laughed and sdid he had been noticing
me for sometime)and I certainly had been diéé;gent and had worked hard
on the job. And so he said,igpu do a good job,and I am going to make
you a special waiter. That méans that you will wait on guests thet

who come to the college.and you will back up the waiter on the fresident's

)
table. <br. Chandler took his meals at his own table in the center of

AL
the dinin%hall?} And you'll do other special jobs of the sort that
3)
I'11 find for you. Well, that sounded too good to be true. But Mr.

Jones did teach me the limited amount of information or knowledge
L bdﬁé
needed to serve tables, And I workediat that Job and in the second
4L
semester of my freshman year I was made a heaq waiter in the main dinin@;oom.

—

Now this was quite a job for a freshman. There was another heaé\?aiter
' «©
over both dining rooms{f’ﬁﬁere was the freshman diningfoom and the main

d1n1ngFoomb ﬂhd I took a great deal of instruction from him. But

48 s Kby
there in my freshman year I had responsibility for 5@ or ﬁQ walter%j

/K;d more important than thag% I hadkthde chance to work at banquets and

special dinners. There was in Williamsburg at that time one hotel, the
gorktey ‘rn‘bj

old Colonial Inn., I suppose you could have,gaf 50-people in the dlnlnéroom

at one time. So the College dinin%?all was the only place where you could
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= serve)let's say)a couple hundred people. Now mind you, while I was
working there I was also working down at Mr. Ferguson's printing office.

ﬁ%’An event occurred in the spring of 1925 that had considerable bearing
on my career. The night before the opening of the summer session--~I1
was not here--the freshman dlnmnéPall burned. Now the freshman dining#
hall was on the i;ght of the main dining room of Trinkle Hall and it
was a tarpaper shack which had been moved to the campus from Penniman
at th™ close of World War I. Two such barrgcks had been moved to the
ﬁ%llege. One was on thgfzngt of King Hall and was called Tyler Annex
and was a dormitory for women. And the other one that I've mentioned had
the freshman diniégﬁall’on the second floor and on the first floor the
biology laboratory. The second floor was connectedfgﬁﬁthe kitchen by
a ramp. I will always be géé?ﬁful that I was never assigned to work
on the second floor of that building. I could never~§ii? handled that
ramp and those hungry freshman. We¥i., the fire begﬁg;in'§;aer Annex.
,And I recal?izgggjl returned to F%llege that fall that the qld maid
school teachers who were coming into the #ollege for the summer session
and who had had to hire boys to carry their bags and trunks into the
dormitory came out of the dormitory when fire threatened with their
trunks on their backs., They got everything out of there in a hurryf
Held., ﬁe burning of the dinin%hall was a very serious event for the
?ollege. For one thing@ it immediately handicapped the ¢ollege in the
summeégchool classes. <Agd; T am told that Dr. Chandler borrowed microscopes
from the Medical College of Virginia and started the biology classes on
time. The baker in the kitchen at that time was Mr. Reineck%! He-was

a German. I was very much interested to meet a son of his at the reunion

held at the Tucker House in the fall of 1974. We spoke of his father.

We both had good recollections, his son and I, of the father and of our
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fae
relationsf#&hemﬁaxhexua&d»mymmelatians)t)Amﬁ‘Reinecke told me this

story.that when the fire was being brought under controLé he noticed
that there was about six inches of water in the basement where the ovens

7
and the bakery were. Reinecke said to a man standing beside him, well,

i)
that means no hot bread for breakfast. Dr. Chandler overheard hig&

o
And Brw-Chandler said, Reinecke, I want hot biscuits for breakfast in

»
the morning. Well, it was about two or three o'clock in the morning

then and Reinecke said they had hot biscuits for breakfast as Dr.

/ f

W ?:ﬂff emuer LIS é»’—a’,:‘_'.»'/Mz“%"ﬂf Lo Larledd
Chandler had requested.#®t., Dr. Chandler thenmimmedlately went to

Governor Trinkle and asked for funds to rebuild the dinin%ixallJ ﬁnd

that large dining;oom was put up for the most part during the summer

of 1925, When I returned to theJ%ﬁllege in the fall of 1925/@Dr.
Chandler called me in and said he had another job for me; ﬁe wanted me
to be timekeeper on the people who were working on the campus. So I
took on the job of being the timekeeper for the people who were finishing
ap-the diniégﬁalljand latery I was timekeeper on the comstruction of
Barrett Hall which was finished in the fall of 1927.<%En the diﬁi{é?alljﬁ
I had a great deal of contact with Dr. Chandler. I did not regularly
wait his tableJ ﬁowever, there were occasions when I saw to it that

P LAA é/Ln
his table was properly handled. I had a-greab.dead--of responsibility

in special dinners. I recall when Mr. Rockefeller and his family visited
here in the fall of 1926 and took their meals with Dr. Chandler fﬁui

Pt
I recall when Governor Coolidge was here in the spring of 1926. (I'm

1\
going to talk about events of 1926 1ateri) But my work was such that Dr.
Chandler and I knew one another very welljand he was very kindly disposed

toward me. I recall that when I gradusiéed in the summer of»192?ﬁ:he
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offered me a job in the next year to teach Spanish. I think I would
have been given room, board,and $600 a year for doing it. I turned
that down in order to go to Johns Hopkins and study psychology. But

I kept in contact with Dr. Chandler and in the summer of 1930}when I

. >
RNUises
was teaching nurses in anaugsing training school and also working as

accountant and doing speech writing on the side, I received a letter
from Dr. Chandler saying that there was an opening in thelﬁollege for a
young instructor in psychology3 iﬁnd he had thought of me and wondered
if I was interested. Well, I got that letter on a Saturday,and I
thought,ﬁyell, I'11 think this over and I'll prepare a reply on Mbnday.H
Monday mS;ning about 9:360 or 10:00 I got a telegram from Dr. Chandler ;

14 1}
"Have you reached a decision? Please let me know. J. A. C. Chandler.

7 how Jio.
So I thought, well, I'd better get onto thingsaand get an answer out. {

And I sat down and carefully worded my reply)which was to the effect
that I would give consideration to it5 I was interested. -Aad-about

that time I got a telephome call ;and Dr. Chandler said,NLambert, did
Vi .. 3, “
you get my letter, my telegram? I said, yes,sir. He said, well, what
N b Z =
are you going to do? Aand.Il.said, I think I'd like to talk with you.
rt

{/Well, when can you get here? So I said, if I were to leave Leesburg
{toe Z

this afternoon aboutﬁone—ele1eak;z1 could get the boat out of Washington

4 00,
at,four. I could be in Old Point Comfort the next morning at seven,

/\ ""{JOO ‘?'SO i oer
and I think I could make your office by mime or, mime—thirty. All -
Cj . 5 ' ‘?fx‘\/{\.i«:n{ of

right, I'll see you at nime—thirty. 4nd I kept my appointment)and%saw
him the next morningy .And he said,t§o you want to teach? And.I-said, Jmfﬁﬁf«XAﬁww
”Dr. Chandler, I gave up a job as examining psychologist for the,ﬁéalth

?epartment in Baltimore to teach nurses for nothing in order to determine
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whether or not I could teach and wanted to teach, And I have decided
) éc
that I very much want a career in teaching. All right} )('hen I want

you to come to work the second semester of this year. ))So he had been

in a great rush for me to make a decision) and then after he and I had
AR €t
made a decision%/l' had six months to wait before coming to work. But

L.saill.say he kept his word with me because he had promised me, that

M M"?’:"‘Mf"w;ﬁ' gy AL
he would give me a salary of $1800 a year.® When I ecame~down I found

that my salary was going to be $1900 a year. <And éhat was fine except

¥
that in 1932%3)When the #epression was on us, the salaries of all
lo
state employees were reduced b}{,“ten percent)and the next vear they were

e
to be reduced by;l twenty percent, and I took leave to go back to Johns
Hopkins. It was cheaper to study than it was to teach.
Emily: Did Dr. Chandler always find a job for a needy student?

Lambert: Oh, yes. My career with Dr. Chandler wasn't particularly different

6o el
from that of a great many needy students. He was willing 3y student,

4
provided the student would do two things: ;Z;ne wasﬂf;erform his job to

. +
the best of his ability, ThCe other Wasﬂ%aintain a good academic record.

If you maintained a good record and did your jo% you could be sure

ir’vi**??"‘m,ﬁw»y{

that Dr, Chandler;\never let you want for assistance. Now I must say

that what he gave you was opportunity rather than cash. I mentioned
having been out of school for a:gvhilef”the fall of 1926, When I came

back I was flat broke. The money I had saved working that summer so

that I might have a fairly free «yeang,.final year at the g(olleg% was
all spent on my hospital billsJ f{nd I went in and told Dr. Chandler what

my situation was because I could not see how I could meet my college
H‘v"\w ti’*«ﬁ(«; L-é%..f Py

expenses during the session as I had in the past. Aad-so-he-said, well,
) =
it's a little late in the sessiong I'll see what I can find. And I
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Dentsl
Freceived a scholarship for $50 from the Virginia State/l Deagde] b /

Association. I don't know how on earth he ever wangled that one. And—

indtence
that was the only/e‘:neé:&enee in which Dr. Chandler gave me scholarship

-
-

assistance) rﬁut he was always on the lookout for work opportunities
for me. And gs a matter of faét, I think I rather enjoyed earning my
own way. But there w@e many alummi of that period who € gded
tell a similar story. Dr. Chandler was difficult. He was hard to get
- Qi

along with., He was demanding) fle was ix@squlé’; #ek he had a kind
heart where needy students were concerned.
The campus of William and Mary in '192% was very much smaller than it is
now. There-were—a—few-buildings—in-town..We-tended-to-slop-over-the

‘ >l ,
edgg.sﬂpit&ecampusww Tre principls buildings of the ?'ollege in 24
were the Wren Building )which then was simply called the Main Building«
@t was not called the Wren Building until after the }(estoration in
1927-)31\ ) the gresident’s House) and the Braff;i'ton. And xhen*gehind
the Wren and oz.: the location of the north outhouse % there was the science
hall and on the location of the south outhouse / that is the Jamestown
lzoad side of the Wren Bu11d1ng> there was the cmtizenshlp buildlng
%Mﬁb&a@y%sﬁ present Marshall-Wythe school of 1aw buildmgx Arad t{A( /— A@/«‘{,
although it wasn't as large then as it is now. There was no other
building on the north side of the campus ,except Monroe Hall, which was
'opened in the fall of 1924, On the south side of the campus & and
approximately between the present James Blair Hall and Washington
Hall was the chemistry building. This was a terrible structure. It
was a building of f;arrzi)gat;ad iron, a long building. One end of it had

a lecture hallj }fhen I think there were some offices and stockrooms )

4:1(1 the other end was the laboratory. The lecture hall was heated with

-~
potgbellied, cast iron. [—Ef—yorsatmthm—lg—e%%@——feeﬁ“

LN
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<wsanty  bh fy
If you sat withinJ}Q or 3q)feet of one of those stoves in the wintertimgg%

your front was roasted and your back froze. It was the most disgraceful-
looking building and the most uncé%fortable building I have ever known.
In the laboratorxﬁ%there was a long row of worktables, and water was
available at the end of the téble. There was no place for you to store
any of your supplies)aaﬁwso igagou ended up the day with a task un-
finished /'you carried your tesqﬁbes with the solutions back to the
dormitory, To this day I bear a scar on my hand from a phosphorus burn.
The student who worked across the table from me had got some phosphorus
from the storeroom, ,Knd since it was wet he put it onj;he paper to dry.
Cf course s Lwhen

Well, whef phosphorus dries outy it explodes in fire. SQ\I took a pair
of fongéps and dashed to the faucet to get water on the thingg it
spilled out of the for;gps and burned my right hand. It used to be said
that Dr. Chandler kept that chemistry building standing to use it as

an argument with the governor to provide money for other buildings for

the campus. In other words f;he got three or four buildings to replace

that old chemistry building;, The dormitories were Tyler Hall and its

as
annex)whichﬂl have said elsewhere ,was in 1924 a tarpaper shack whieh—-hed
“beer-mowed or tarpaper barracks which had been moved up from Penniman.
Cits] M

Tyler and4annex housed women. Between Tyler‘gnnex and the dininéhall Chere
was a big yellow home with an English basemenEQWhich was called the
deaqé%ry. That housed,women, also. Jefferson Hall was opened,I think
about 1922, There were women on half of the first floor and on the

second floor and third floor. Halﬁ of the first floor and the basement
were the only gymnasium that we had at that time. The men were housed

in Mbnroe)but they were also hoﬁsed in Tali}erro and EweLL} These~were

two old dormitories which were across from Brafferton en Jamestown Road,

* The Institute;which was an abbreviation for the Williamsburg Female Institute,
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5t et

was a dormitory for men located roughly on the edght of the Matthew
/)

Vi‘aley school. Then there were two buildings on Boundary Street or on

Prince George Street--I never was entirely sure asbout those two. But
Boundary One and Boundary Two were two buildings which housef% men.
Let me go back a minute to the gcience Qall jwirich—was—tecated-on—the
~porthwest corner which was located northwest vée%fﬁhe Wren Building.
That's where biology was taught) and there was in front of that a

greenhouse. There were other courses taught in the science hallll I

=
e -

remember taking mathematics in the science Exall. Ci::izenship lzuilding 3
which was on the southwest side of the Wren Building had, I th':;:nkj at
one time been a gymmasium, But courses in history and sociology and
so on were taught in that building. Then in the early’BOs a post office
substation for the siollege was in that building. Those buildings were
unimpressive. The Wren Building was two stories high then. It was the
restoration of the building after the fire of 1862 )and it had the chapel )
and what is now the Gfeat Hall was four classrooms, two on each floor,
The most important rooms, aside from the classrooms,there were the
Philomathean Hall and the Phoenix Hall, thew&aﬁzisf\;&;& the meetinéﬁof
the literary societies and they were used also for fairly large classes.
gy:?il)uring the time that I was a studenty four buildings were built at
William and Mary. As I've mentionedxb{onroe Hall was opened the fall of
1924, In the session 1925%\6 the George ,%;:ston Blow gymnasium was opened.
I had physical education in my first year in J‘effers:m Hall and in the
second year in Blow gymnasium. And then the Trinkle Hall was built in

1925 following the destruction of the amnmex to Tyler Hall and the fresh-

£ CH=il ]
man di.ning‘hall by fire in June % 1925. Phi Beta Kappaqwas opened in

November,/? 1926)and T shall have more to say about that when I talk about

the-events—of my—coltlege-days, the special events of my college days.
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Barrett Hall was opened just after I graduatedsand I include that in
this list because I kept time on the workmen who conmstructed Barrett
Hall. Interestingly enough, the general layout of the campus, that isg
with the sunken %arden bordered on both sides by academic buildings,
was arrivéd at h; 1924, ,Eﬁg drawing of the campus(/& suppose you would
say an architectéél drawing%;itmiﬁ%ﬁﬁ&marchitectnxalmdrawing§§utmé%mshﬁws ﬁf
the entire campij;kis in the Colonial Eggg for 1925. .%hégggg%wbeen |

{ "

Pt

arrived at by Dr. Chandler and Mr. Robinson, the architect for the
%bllege)when they visited England about 1923 or 1924.?%The people who
kept the campus in condition were a very small group, I think maybe two
or three men took care of the grounds. There was one carpenter, George
Cumber, who walked Wherég&er he had to go. ~Aadtge carried in one hand
his toolbox and over-his—other-hand-and-over his“shoulder a short step~-

ladder. (george Cumber was a brother of Ermest Cumber who -$a-1924%

4
well, from 1924 to 1935 was in charge of the pantry in the dininghall.
oad
In 1935 he became the messengerkcustodian of what was then Marshall-

Wythe Hall but what is now called James Blair Hall,) I think that there

)

was one plumber and one electrician on the campus. The man who had

[

charge of this staff was Captain Frankz;mﬂﬁpfzjﬁmErank was my boss when
I worked as timekeeper. He was a very outspoken)sometimes arrogant
fellow who delighted in teasing Dr. Chandler. It always amazed me that
he could tease Dr. Chandler and get away with it. From time to time at
lunch Dr. Chanhdler would say,nLambert, get hold of Captain Frank, T
want to see him.)’And I would find Captain Frank somewhere around the
dinin;;all. He'd go up to Dr. Chandler's table,and Dr. Chandler woudd
say,qFrank, I want to make an inspection of the campus this evening.}
And Captain Frank would say,/gll right, Lamberq§>2e has spoken. Meet

1.00 L . ]
me tonight at4sevea~ele%eek in front of the Wren Building with a-paix

’
padsand let's see what he finds wrong. We'll see you there, goc, and

walk off. Well, it was a very disrespectful way to treat Dr. Chandler, but
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Aot

Dr. Chandler never minded it. Andpwe would walk %bout the campus and
Dr. Chandler would say,iéow that tree needs trimminggvghat tree needs
pruning. I want those b;icks laid.“ AndﬁG@%eﬁei¥Franﬁ/wou1d turn to &Qg?ﬁSm
me and say,nLambert, you'lve got that written downélﬁYes, sir, T have
it written downja And then he'd turn back to Dr. Chandler and say,i}f
Lambert has it written dow%%,it will be done.% What else do gyou want
done?’/And we would continue our stroll about the campus. I guess the
point of that is not that Captain Frank was very disrespectful of Dr.
Chandler but rathenggz. Chandler concerned himself with every detail
of the campus. He knew the campus thoroughly just as he knew the student
body thoroughly. Well, to go back to the architecture e%mthemeampuagé¢wg
the buildings of the campus, let me just point out that of the buildings
now standing on the old campug;%only one was not constructed or designed
. Pres dere. .
while Drx. Chandler was«?%eseaaf' When Dr, Chandler dlezsln the spring
of 193@4’three buildings were under -@onstruction: Tal%?erro Hall,
the stadium}and James Blair (earlier it was called Marshall-Wythe
Building). The only building Dr. Chandler didn't have a hand in
designing or constructing Waé;“or ié;iandrum Hall. All the rest of
that original campus)of that old campus, came from the design that Dr.
Chandler and Mr. Robinson prepared back before 1924. Now I leave out of
account the campus center since it is not within the old campus. But
until the 19;033whe; Bryan Hall was builty there was no building built
on the campus since Dr. Chandler's death in 1934 except the three
buildings which were under construction when he died. So he had a great
deal to do with establishing the architectural cast of the/ﬁollege. Iﬁ

was he who decided on theywhat might be called the Tidewater Pélonial

character of the buildinggand it was he who decided on the placement

of the buildings.
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‘January 16, 1975

Lambert: The social life of the students in 1924 waewvery different from

what it is in 1975. There were, of course, thefﬁraternities and sororities)

, ﬁut they didn't comprise a very large proportion ef the total student
body. There weréiien fraternities,iéhfee of which were Zocal, And

they had a membership)according to the Colonial Ec%o)of 215, 1In other

worde;;there were about 20 students in each fraternity. There Weree&kﬁ&?f?,
sororities, twe of which were local but which soon became national

sororities, ﬂnd they had a total membership of 88. Now remember that

oo oo ; SoThst
there wepe between4£&ve~andﬁetx~huné¥ed men in college witir 215 in
25
fraternities made up approx1mate1ydeae_the£é And the 88 women in

1
sororities comprised less thanqe%e—feurth of the total enrolliment of

women. I hope I am not unfair to the women, but it always seemed to
me that the members of the sororities were overly aggressive and rather

defensive in their relationships with the other students. This is und§t¢

standable, of course because in 1924 women had been on the campus oni
six years. The sororities were younger than that)and they were somewhat
on the defensive. The men in the fraternities were very much more re-~
1axed)but both the men and the womeng fraternity and sorority Feﬂbers
were viewed by the rest of the student body as being somewhat wealthier,’

somewhat more exclusive)and somewhat more socially concerned than the

remainder of the student body. ' chem ' e
(INSELL si vise wmvmmees —owaiup <ith the fraternities ) ?he fraternlty

{éﬁ;?@?$ houses werey for the most part located on streets adjacent t?&he Felleg

onﬁyamestuwn Road i@%ﬁ%ﬁ&was the Kappa Sigma House) ﬁn 310 the Sigma
z a1

Alpha Epsilon fraternity)and in 336, which incidengly is next to 314,

there was the Lambda Chi Alpha House. The Theta Delta Chi fraternity house

Rl Q}L«Jrh P
was om, thedeeght of the college bookstore. Then.another fraternlty ox;

two were located on Richmond Road approx1mate1y across from Monroe Hall..
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The fraternity houses, generally speakzng)accommodated little more than

4 Sifteen
half of théFotal fraternity , Kappa Sigma had a total of~}§ members

)
%ut only,& iiéed in the fraternlty house Eﬁé'gerhaps the largest house
and the largest group iﬁigéiﬁééz*Qés the Kappa Alpha. Now Kappa Alpha
wasn't the largest group. Sigma Alpha Epsilon was the largest group.

buweity “tuo

But Kappa Alpha had .23 members)and they lived in the Bright Housejwhich
is now Alumi House. Theta Delta Chi was a large fraternity but I
don't think they accommodated more than half of their membership in
the house. The fraternity houses were in some instancesrente@;%and in
a few instances owned in part{fthat is with a pretty good~sized mortgage}
by the fraternities themselves or by their alummi bodies. The sororities
had houses which were usually just meeting places. I don't know which

thaet
sorority had a house first but I suspectiit was the Kappa Kappa Gamma

)

sorority. At one time the XKappa Kappa Gamma sorority was located in
the deaé%éry. That was a yellow building with an English basement

~ “Teiniloy
which was located between the dinﬁa@%all and Tyler annex. The-Xappa
Kappa—Cammas--lived-in.there. Chi Omegay L-know occ;pied‘éhe?what is
called the Debtor's Prison downtown. I remember that very well because
in Decembery, 1925 I was initiated into Kappa Sigma in the attic of the
Chi Omega house. The Kappa Alpha ThetasRQI don't know where they were
nor do I know where the two local sororities were. Before I graduated, thst <
before Augusty 1927, the Pi Phis>which were a local organization in
1924)11ved in the John Blair House down on Duke of Gloucester Street.
The house was owned by Dr. Pollard,and he had a great deal of fun in
talking about the sorority girls who lived in his house. They didn't
live in‘his house, he lived in Chandler Court, ﬁut he did own the

house ddwntown.4?There were not many social activities organized avound

the fraternity houses. Faer one thingy it was unheard of for a woman



to go into a fraternity house. I recall that in the spring of 1927“’
at the intermission of a danc%g two Kappa Sigmas took two cé%;ds into
the Sigma Nu House. WNow the Sigma Nu House was right across from
Jefferson Hall and now is used to accommodate secretaries for the
¢ollege. Dr. Chandler promptly learned that the two girls had gone intg
the house)and so he just as promptly closed the fraternity house. I
recall it very well because the iﬁ?ef%%raternity dpuncil, of which I
was a member, went to Dr. Chandler and p}ed wiﬁh him that since the
offenders were Kappa Sigmagf%the penaltéjﬁzﬁg?aced on the Kappa Sigma
house rather than on the Sigma Nu ?ouse. Dr. Chandler was adamant;

#he Sigma Nu ﬁéuse remained closed for the rest of the year,and Kappa

Sigma escaped scogﬁ;free. The fraternities and sororities did not

give dances,although I recall on one occasion the Kappa Sigmas and their
next~door neighbors, the Sigma Alpha Eppilons)gave a garden party for
the Harvard track team. Every spring track teams from Harvard and
Dartmouth and some of the other northern colleges and baseball teams
from the same colleges used to come to William and Mary in order to get
oufié%idodrs much earlier than they could in the frozen north. And

one spring Kappa Sigma and Sigma Alpha Epsilon joined together and had
a garden party for the Harvard track team. ItAis unthinkable that

we'd ever do any such thing as that today, but we didf;n 1925 or 1926,

|

;t mus t have bee9 1926"v, vww4FA11 the students, however, were interested

5 T -

xgﬁﬁkm“ng in the numerous clubs which existed in theé#ollege at that time. If I.7
b e :
¥ Vg

' }#// may organize them into groups, there were the honorary societies, the
Py ¥ - ‘
ST
C interest clubs,and a group that does mnot any longer exist at William and

Mary, the regional clubs. The regional clubs were the clubs of students-




who came from the eastern ghore and the gorthern ?eck, southwestern
Virginia, Richmond, Toqé%o: northern Virginia?andwso on. Every region

of Virginia was represented. The interest clubs in general corresponded

to the departments of instruction} ‘ﬁlthough there were a few others

that did not entirely meet that classificatioq§>§here was thE»EOOdenShefghOa
giub made up of students who had traveled in Eur;be) ﬂhd there‘were

;Lhers expressing special interests. The honorary clubs also corresponded #
for the most part to the fields of instruction, although«again there

were a few that dealt with general academic achievement rather than
achievement ;% a single department, Another group of clubs which has

long since disappeared is the literary society, There were two literary
societiesy limited to mel and two for the women. The men could belong

to the Phoenix or the Philomathean club. The women could belong to

the J. Leéaie Hall, named after the professor of Englishaor the Whitehall
flub. I was a member of the Phoenix ﬁlub)and 1 think that the rivalry
between the Phoenix and the Philomathean clubsg was really quite intense.
Throughout the year we had meetings on Saturday night)and those meetings
followed a fixed pattern with a declamation, the reading of a poem, a

formal debate>and usually an informal debate with students having to de-

7
bate extemporaﬁiously. At the end of the year we hf@ff?étests to determine
who was the best debator, the best in e%@écution oﬁ;ggggking)and s0 on.
But earlier the contest between the Phoenix and the Philomathean societfés
;g;%*a part of commencement exercises. The debates held between those
two societies were a part of one day's activity given over to the literary
clubs. I have an idea that the debate and the readings and speeches
and so on that took place during commencement were what was left of an

earlier commencement activity! }S the first commencement that T ever

heard about, the one in 1699, all of the candidates for graduation were



required to deliver an oration)usually in Latin. Well, by 1920 ‘o soyZ

th:?t had been changed)and we no longer had an oration by each member of
the graduating classg #t would have taken up too much time. Of course,
the full day, however, was the literary society day until about 1920,
In my day{”1924;§) this had disappeared altogether. Students felt
very strongly about their clubs, their organizations) Ahd they attended
their meetings. Sometimes the meetings were pretty stuffyj ﬁometimes
they were relaxed and a lot of fun. I remember I belonged to a Spanish
club that met most frequently in the home of Brofessor Castaneda.

\f““ﬁk{yg £ e ~<ff4i:»;~""{£ Lt .
They were always a great deal of fun. I enjoyed t%nse«nlnhmmeaxmngs)
and I was fresident of the club in my senior year;atﬁthEﬁ¢01&ege. I

was also a member of the history club)and I enjoyed their meetings.
that

I can't tell you the content of any single meeting, but I kncw«I 1look~

ed forward to attending the club meetings. I belonged to one club

. . P oA
interested in the social sciences and another in literary activity.plsass

This was_not. the.literary-society., althcughm%mdidwbelong“tO“the“?hoenix- '

society. Amd I was very much surprised to see in the 1926 Colonial

e (;f 4\ :
~r el

Ec§o that that year I was chaplain of the Phoenix Societyépx

i

had-much-more~fun-in-the clubs-in-1924.and 5. than the students-have-in— -

such.organizations today. -tedegps

B o mm A  nam  iper

7> In talking about organizationsfgl must not omit the YMCA and the YWCA,

o bt A AL I

These were quite active organizations)and it seems to me that there was

a young man on the faculty who was a sort of counselpr to those two
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in guiding students and in paying some attention to theiz-wveligious,-
their spiritual life. Then there were some organizations in college
that weren't really very well received. There was one subfosa organization
called Kappa Beta Phi. It had a key which looked very much like the
Phi Beta Kappa key except that the motto on it was a little different.’
It read ‘Dum vivimus }b«i-,bepmosi" CWhile we live, we drink)@ f(nd this was

a pretty good motto for that group. There also was ari3“§1ub)aaé~6heﬁ
and in subsequent years theﬁ13qglub was an out and out drinking society.
There was one other that I really didn't know much about in 1924 and
that was the'7 }ociety. That organization appeared in the EEE? each
year with the n;mes of the seniors who were graduating who were members
of ther7”§ociety. I never really knew what the purpose of the 7
gociety w;s until in later years I learned that its function was to
éive support to the honor code. Well, since it was an anongmous society
and took upon itself the responsibility of eiiminating from college
students who had not been apprehended by the honor code for violations
of the code of honor, it was required to be disbanded. But strangely
enoughfgthe'bﬂgociety continued in existence until 1943.

Athletics oppupied}%both a larger and a smaller place in the life of
the students in 1924&5. There were fewer athletic teams. We had, of
course)baseball and basketball, track, swimming, fencing)and possibly
one or twocsma&%eg;lesser activities. On the women's sidey the women's
basketball team was quite popular. The tennis team was pretty good}and
hockey in 192435 was a great deal stronger than you would have thought
at that time in Virginia., The men who made up the football team were
very much a part of the total student body; fzere wasn't the kind of

e
segrigation that you often see in today's sem%f@rofessional football

_
teams in college. Those boys were living in the dormitorieséx wheredver
L
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they wante& to live and were participating in a number of activities

other than athletics, Furthermore, the interest of the students in
athletics was quite broad., It was very much the thing to attend all
athletie—sports,—or athletic activitiesj #nd I think when the finaltgggﬁgﬁg
game of the season was played in Richmondf@virtually the entire college
went to the game. T%:? game was played on Thanksgiving Day)and that

was the only day of holiday we had theq)and so most of us boarded a
special train and went to Richmond, saw the game, had our dinner up
there}and then returned to Williamsburg afterwards. We also went to

games in Norfolk the same way. It was easy enough to get the train

and take the ferry across Hampton Roads or else go down by bus. We followed
the team about in very large numberss ’e were quite enthusiastic.

now the team was nothing like as prominent as it has been in other

;éars) Fut we knew our people individually)and we rooted for them
individually. There was a great deal of friendship between the members

of the athletic teams and the other students in college. The women's
hasketba11~gé%gﬁg%ways drew a good attendance. It was a popular sport
among the women}and both women and men attended the games that were held
over in Jefferson Hall. The little gymnasium over there would accommodate
perhaps four or five hundred students %n the balcony) %nd of coursgﬂ%that
was about half of the student body. So many students part%%%ipated in
sports even though they were a long way from being professionals. I
recall taking part in the track and tried with no real success to run

the quarter-mile.(fI don't know why I ever chose anything as difficult

and demanding as the quarter«mile;> But "Scrap" Chandlerjwho was the

track coach:@ncouraged us to go out for track and to do the best we

could, Tucker¥Jones}who was the head of the department of physical .

education)taught fencing} (And that was a pretty well-supported activity

¥

,
. . . e
in collegg. Jones was a f}rst-rate coach)and 1 thlnk that in the 30s h
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coached the olympic team in fencing.

qj Of my three years at William and Mary I think that the calendar year
of 1926 was by far the most interesting, particularly in theji%iﬁéé
that occurred. On May 15, 1926, the ﬁollege had a celebration of ther
150th anniversary of the signing of the Virginia Bill of Rights.
President Coolidge and Mrs. Coolidge attended the ceremony)and the

?ollege conferred an honorary degree upon President Coolidge and I
GLio,
g ke

think upon adse Governor Byrd. There were a great many people in town,

A
and as I recall itg the dininépall served something like five thousand by
lunches to-the-people-who-were~there.who-had lunch-out on the lawm

between Trinkle Hall and Jamestown Road. The luncheon that day was

. = £lve hupelred
sexrved to the pr1ncip}§ guestsmand hhere were4586 of them in the large

dingnghall at Trinkle Hall. T recall particularly that shortly before

-

lunch the secret service, having already examined the dininéhall two or
e = i

three times, came in and noted that President Coolidge would be sitting
-7
with his back to windows. Now those windows gave onto a hill which

i
was about two or three hundred yards behind the dining#oom)and it would
have taken a marksman, very carefully placed and taking his time,to ever

shoot anybody through those windows. Nevertheless, the secret service, -

- -

and I think it was headed by Colonal Starling;iade us hold up everything
until a wooden screen could be erected over the window so that Mr.

Coolidge could not be seen from outside.

,/

¢ I recall also that we had an ofdﬁéstra playing for that 1uncheon) fénd 1

can't tell you all the names of the people who played in it. There was one
< ‘r’wzi{juﬁ% oy LA g od o
boy, Weaver. Cotton Rawls, as I recall)wasn%hemvéoiinéségwﬂnttanmﬁaw%s
Yhe V
was g pianist. Grayson Daughtery, I think,played the violin. In any

event it was a group of six or eight students who played for lunch.
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And what most impressed me was that Mrs.- Coolidge called the waiter

to the table and asked who those young men were. He told them ﬁhd

she asked if they would play a request for her and he told her ves, he

)
was quite sure they would and carried her request to the orchestra.

We were very much impressed by Mrs. Coolidge's warmth. I was exerting
general supervision over that table. I was heaijwaiter and spent most
of my time seeing to it that the long table where the special guests
were seated was properly served. The only thing that any of us heard
Mr. Coolidge say throughout the entire dinner was when he turned
halfway around in his chair and called the waiter and said,“Boy,

pass the ham.” We had Smithfield ham, and Mr;:ﬁoolidge ate his share of
it., The rest of the dinmer he simply remained\very quiet and let the
conversation flow around h;?. I can't recall the activities that

occurred outside the dininéPall that day, possibly because it took us

most of the morning to get the dininépall in order for the luncheon. I

do know that most of the kitchen staff worked virtually all night to

prepare those box lunches that were served to the five thousand guests
Lanm
on the green.

ls

4; Let me make an addendum to the discussion of the celebration of the
o fiue

Virginia Bill of Rights on May 15, 1926. That ;gnin% I was enrolled

in a class of Havilah Babcock's(a ?his would be the session of 1925&6)~)

e.course.was- in journalism, As a part of our actlvity;gwe set out
.S{‘M“"’,wt e Pla ’Q . We. ub’n&;ﬁ@& 2 sfeded ed ey o *t;‘&e_-
to revive the, I! mﬁsorry,wl was enrolled -4in the. journalism-class—in-the

(azéthe on W X, and 3T W, (A 3’\09@ veird Mo et ’@\eee cs
fall of 258ﬁﬁbut ,contlnued to be in contact wit ~-Babecock..and- 1n~

)
W\ e C"»Guegc, [, LAF&?Q .
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T st o ot

- l; oriéfth, 1926 was the date for the dedication of Phi Beta Kappa Hall.
‘ﬁn&_ghe eﬁtire senate of Phi Beﬁﬁiﬁappa was here with a group of SCh°§a??3§L  
the Zike of which I think we have never seen at William and Mary at oﬁé»

time on any other occasion. I camtrecall all of them. I know Dr.

Voorhis )the historian}was here. I remember John Erskine,who had just
recently published a fairly popular book on ﬁ thinﬁ}Helen of Troy.

Dr. Erskine was %umg;professor of English at Columbia,wy&nd Henry Van

Dyke)who was on the faculty at Princeton and who had just a little while

earlier published The &ther Wise Man was #ere. A picture of that

e —,y

group has been preservedj *t‘s in the library, Ahﬁ I think it may a?@

in the Colonial Echo and also in the history of Phi Beta Kappa.

In any eveng%wit'was an impressive group of scholars. The only Virginian

S
I remember of significance aside from John Stgart Bryanjwho later became

b

Jwas Tony Alderman)who was the first or second

ﬁresident of the University of Virginia(/ I think perhaps he was the

?resident of the ¢011ege

first ﬁresident of the University of Virgini@. And T recall the speech
he delivered at dinner that evening. I can't quote this precisely, but
thereiggfone point in which he spoke of Virginia's Qed?ﬁj the northwest
terri%bry in order to preserve the union. And Alderman's statement

ran something like this;ﬁAnd Virginia with a magnanimous gesture said,
(Have a nation on me:})I know that we all remembered that and thought
that it was a delightful figure of speech. I haven't mentioned the
little man who was mq:§t important of all at that occasion: fhat was
John D. Rockefeller, Jr. He was at the time a senator of Phi Beta

. sl pueder e
Kappa. He had visited the ﬁollege before the .founding of Phi Beta
Lt ,
Kappa%\ We knew him, recognized himS ﬂh had served him at Dr.

Chandler's table. It wasn't the first time that Dr. Goodwin had known

him) ﬁut it has been said thatiit was !wkﬁkéﬁéihééig‘thégformal dinner

that eveningg that Dr. Goodwin first approached Mr. Rockéféfiér about éﬂhe -

ﬁestoration of the city of Williamsburg%

i
.
R



0£~1926--we-~set~out—to-revive the*V1rg1nia,Gaze§te‘ e Ili hed a e

w“;ggugJued&%&enme£~thamQazaxtemsnmMaywiéﬁandmxmmonldmhapawnery much

P e T e
thaﬁg%ef“§ﬁmﬁwﬁé e fretlre-goldege-ddil And then;%let me make

&,a\ am,
this gdition to my dmscu351on of the Phi Beta Kappa dedication and Mr.
Rockefeller. It was shortly after the Phi Beta Kappa dedication that

the Newport News paper{/and I do not recall the nameOGéValthough I'm

pretty sure it was the Daily Presé) carried a little two-columa head

and about a fouf-toﬁ%ix-inch deep story entitledlknckefeller offers to | Lo

@uy Williamsburg for §ix million dollars. K Well, you never heard such = 8

= -

X

hooting and howling in your life %gf%he very idea that Mr. Rockefelier

would pay six million doliars for Williamsburg. What on earth was

~

there in Williamsburg;~in the whole town of Williamsburgqthat could be
worth six million dollars? Well, of course if he had stopped at six
million dollars, we would have never had the gestoration that we have
today. That was the first public information'I ever saw about Mr,
Rockefeller and his plans to restore Williamsburg. Certainly there was
no intimsbion of it in his visitsWE% Dr. Chandler, so far as I knoqj
ﬂlthough Dr. Paschall will tell you that when he was waiting on Dr.
Chandler's table, sometime between 1928 and 1932; Dr. Goodwin and the
Rockefellers used to visit with Dr. Chandler)and Dr. Goodwin would
éégngly describe his dream for the %;storation of Williamsburg.

I have no doubt of it; Dr. Goodwin was an extremely dramatic and
persuasive talker. He could tell you about what he hoped Williamsburg

&
would befin great detail and with great emotion. He was persuasive.

RIS vy
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f?There was one other event
N

that occurred in the fall of 1926 that T missed§ ﬁﬁt it was a gignificant

event, It was the time when the Ku Klux Klan gave the ﬁollegé a flag-
pole. CE misged that event because from late September until Thanksgiving

I was out of classes. I was in the hospital for q:while with an-
appendicitis and then needed a longer time in which to recuperaté),

and in my absence,;the local organization of the Ku Klux Klan gave the
qollééeva flagpole and a surrounding seat, a sort of bench which-surreunded

theﬁf%ﬁgp@%e\which was a very popular waiting place for the colored people

waiting there for their buses or cars to take them home. We were
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embarrassed by that flagpole from 1926 on. #Aad one year shortly after
becams /ﬁﬁ;inﬁ*w s 'f ‘ .
Mr. Pomfret eame-here-hexe an# (he came here in 1942?5‘%£d either in
1942 or 19%9'he asked onme.time at a staff meeting how that flagpole
got to be here and who put that bronze tablet on it that said it was
given by the Ku Klux Klan. Asd pone of us could tell him except what
we ourselves knew from seeing it, And;he remarked that he was not in
favor of vandalism)but he would have no’;bjection whatever 1f the
bronze plaque were taken off that flagpole and disappeared forever. The
next day the bronze plaque disappeared,adl have no way of knowing what
on earth happened to it. The flagpole itself was taken down in the
1950s or)603’ ﬁut it was a sort of Blight and embarrassment)and I
don't know how Dr. Chandler ever came to agree to permit the erection
of that flagpole.?jwe11, that pretty well concludes the principig
events of my three years in college. They were busy years, ﬁusy
because I always had a great deal of outside work to do and busy because
T was rushing to graduate in three years. I formed friendships then,. —
and T suppose this is true of every college graduaté;“that have persisted
throughout the years. I think I learned a great deal. 1If I were to think
of the persons who had the greatest scholarly and intellectual influence
upon me, I would say that they were Dr. Hall and Dr. Geiger and I think

)

I would give some credit to Dr. Castaneda =nd M. Hodae\>)

/Although my association with her was fairly brie;$i1Let me make this one

insert)which should go in somewhere along with the description of the

campus and the buildings. In 1924 the ?Bllege had its own farm. This
sibe.
was on the sight of Phi Beta Kappa Hall and the new buildings, Andrews

/~A~C W

Hall and the &sbrary It extended roughly from the woods up to

Barrett Hall along Jamestown Road. The farmer was Mr. Mason;and he

had come from somewhere on the eastern shore. He was a very good farmer

=
- =
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A
and he grew potatoes and corn, the best strawberries I've ever eaten
and asparagus and beans and tomatoes and I don't know what else.
But I do know that in the springtime the vegetables that came from the
farm were first-rate and added a great deal to our diet. Mr. Mason
used to take his meals at the diniéghall with a number of other staff
men, (i don't know whether he was married or whether he was an old
bachelo;} I neﬁer knew Mrs. Mason if there was such a persont) He
followed Dr. Chandler's directions absoluteiy‘ On one occasiongzMr.
Mason became concerned about students stealing his strawberries. It
was very tempting to go over there i;iféte evening and gather a handful
of fresh strawberries. Amd Dr. Chandler handled Mr. Mason's complaint
by saying if he caught any other students in the strawberry patch,

a E‘ecé;i@

be was to bring the%ﬂto hlm{ﬂDr. Chandle%; Well, the next day Pr.

-
Chandtex, Mr., Mason apprehended two cqf?ds in the strawberry patch.
i1
And he went up to them and said, Young ladies, don't you know what
: g - boeried
you're doing is wrong? And they said, we were just eating a feﬂ@ Mr,

Yog
Mason. ' It doesn't make any difference, Dr. Chandler told me to

bring anybody I caught anybody-I-eaught in the strawberry patch up

. P R . x
to his office. He said, come out and get in my car_ and we'll take you

P

3

up there. And they said,ﬁ%p sir, we will not get in your car. There’s
a ruie about women riding in cars at the ¢ollege)and we're not going to
break it. We may be in enough trouble alreadyj} So he said,zéhen you
walk up the road ,and I'11 come along behind youfj And so the two cqf%ds
walked up the raad)and Mr. Mason followed along in his Model-T

roadster. It was quite a procession. I think there was enough embarrassment



for the girls for Dr. Chandler to excuse them from any disciplinéwt,:acx

beyond simply telling them they mustn't do it again. But Mr. Mason -

kept close watch on that farmjand he was very jealous of his produce.

And it was good produce. Now of coursg, that whole field has become the

Tz;omen'f{:s athletic field, thefz:.ght of tennis courts and everything else.
<; suppose I ought to say about tennis courts now that I've mentioned

themy that if you want to get a building at William and Mary, what you

do first of all is to‘put up ;i% tennis court. Years ago there wefe

tennis courts on théiigéhﬁ of the Monroe Hall. And so when Monroe

Hall went xnﬁrthe tennis courts were moved over to th;igz;ht of the

Blcw»gymnasium. Well, Blow gymnasium was about to be erected)and s0

the té?nis courts were movedffhen to thejégght of Washington Hall.

They stayed there only a few years and were moved down on the womenyg

athletic field. Then it came time to erect the Phi Beé%é Kappa Hall

in 1956)aﬁd that meant the destruction of the tennis courts. They

stayed there until the women's gymnasium was built., We continued for s tew

several vears to use the old courts) ﬁut more recently they have been

o)
degstroyed in oxrder to put up the chemistry building. So Wher%éyer we

put a tennis courtg,we sooner oOr later construct a building. If we

are going to build any more buildings we should be carefull I would
S
predict that the buildings would be placed somewhere near the women'g

e gymnaswm.> o b4

_/’“’”ﬂ ] . _— .
4{ After being graduated at William and Mary in August # 1927 4 I enrolled

as a graduate student in psychology at Johns Hopkins University. I

had to borrow money to get startedS I had no surplus at all. -Aad in

the sﬁ"ngiof 19284 it W%g’éﬁi&ént'that I was not going to be able to.
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X&: & continue as a fullgtime studen 1 applied for a position with the
S :

. Baltimore Health Department as examining psychologist. It was a
= competitive position)and I had to take examinations and be interviewed
% for it. I felt very fortunate to be chosen. I worked for about a

N

S

éL;K /)zﬁﬁui'

year and a half and decided that this was not a very exciting positionm,

v
i

/

and I wasn't likely to go very far with it. I had been taking graduate

courses at Johms Hopkins during the meantime) #hat igs to say, I worked

?\K about nine to four}I guess it was}and took evening classes/ night
‘ig c&asseé}at Johns Hopkins as they became available. But in the fall of
é“% 1929 I resigned from that job and went home to Leesburg to see if there
: 5\\ was any possibility of some sort of teaching job. I thought maybe I
55 wanted to teach)but I wasn't sure. I found a position in the Loudoun
R County Hospital Training School for Eurses'and taught
j%?k psychology and psychiatric nursing and chemistry. I taught without
;; compensation and earned my living by working as an accountant and as
ff a speec&i?riteru for a politician. 1In the summer of 1930 I receivea’
5;;} a letter from Dr., Chandler saylng that there would be an opening in the
t§:§ depar;ment of psychologgf (ﬁggld I b;ﬂlnterested in teach;;;9WWWell ~
\ﬁi ) - ”i ;;celv;ér;ﬂgzhiettéfJ;;fSaturday and decided I would think it over on
W :
¥§§V the weekend and write him Mbnday.‘[Early Monday morning I got a telegram ;?? =
from Dr. Chandler saying, have y§h received my letter? What is your %ﬁ%£%§ e

decision? And before I cauld,ygrd a reply to the telegram, I had a
telephone call and Dr. Chand@ér said, Lambert, have you gdmey letter
and telegram? I replied thé% I had. Wéll, what aﬁe you %éing to do?
And I said, 1I'd like very‘much to talk with you abéyt %ﬁi Well, when
can you do it? 1T said, i can leave Leesbu&g this aftéggoon and take the

boat to 0ld Point Comfort and see you tomorrow morning at ten o'clock.

A1l right, he said, I'll see you in the office at ten o'cipfk. I met
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met him and I don't think our conference lasted fifteen mlnut,es” He

vw“"’

told me that he wanted me to begin as an instmetﬁ”fm and offered me a
ot 7T

salary of $1800 a year. And tj:}gnwﬁ'ﬁgﬁ to my surprise he said, you'll

3

o
™

begin work in February.” "It was surprising because he had been in such
e

a hurry to. _make up his mind and here I still was to wait nearly six

",M

‘ /men% before I started work. came to Williamsburg on January 19,

e SO ANt v
i e B

OQQ.E-U.S\_,
1931, T remember it very well and it was Lee-Jackson Day in Virginia,

All the banks were closed} ;('nd until they began to monkey with the
\g r{,;i.f)—fz dateséz I always joked about the closing of the banks on my anniversary
i

of coming to the }ﬂollege. I looked around for a place to stay and

found a room with Professor Guy.and I lived with him and Mrs. Guy

)
until 1935 except for the yearﬁl33}§4, when I was on a leave of absence &td
~whenzE>returned to Johns Hopkins for further study. ﬁtin 1931 the ﬁollege
was just beginming to feel the ﬁepression. I think the place where

where the pressure was first felt was in enrollment because by that

time Dr. Chandler had completed the conmstruction of 0ld Dominion

Hall) and he had two good big dormitories for men, 0ld Dominion and

Monr;ae, and in 1927 he had completed the comstruction of Barrett

Hall and in 1930 Chandler Hall. In other words 4 the capacity of the
Fo‘llege was almost—double-what-it~had-been-when-Dr.~Chandlercame
me@)w;éur..ms more than double what it had been when Dr. Chandler
became ){resident in 1919. In a certain sense the capacity of the

?follege outran its attgaction for students. Consequently, in my

opinion, the admissions standards of the college suffered a great deal.

A number of students were admitted in 1931 and the next year or so who

should not have been in ?ol‘lege at that time. This began to be evident
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in 1932 and 1933. In 1932 there was a strike which originated in the
dislike of a great many students for the man who was head:%aiter in the
din1ﬁ§%all a man by the name of "Rﬁd King.“f One night after dinmer/#
a number of gtudents went into the dlninéhall to get Red 'and throw him
in the fisﬁﬁbnd}whlch had been made from the basement of the ddanery

when that building was torn down. King positioned himself behind a

butcher's block with a meat cleaver and stood off the students for auﬁnle)

while and whether they really got him in the fishpondget—him-in -the—
fing;nd or not, I don't know. Dr. W. T. Hodges was then dean of men
and Dr. K. J. Hoke)who was dean of the ?ollege)broke up the @r&casﬁj
Now Dr. Chandler was absent from the ¢ollege)and Dr. Hoke and Dr.
Hodges had the authority in his absence. They acted to wg#dwyggythree
or four students but the rest of the student body objected very much to

who
this because they felt that the studentsﬁhad been apprehended were not

the rinéxieaders and that Dr, Hoke, in particular, was acting capriciously

R

——

and without due regard for the facts. The students then decideq4 the
men at least, I'm not sure about the womeé;~£ut the men decided that
they would not go to class. I recall a meeting which was held in Phi
Beta Kappa auditorium in which a lot of bad feeling was manifested.

want o
The students did not,deal with Dr. Hoke) ?hey wanted to deal with Dr.

!\
Chandler) gﬂnd Dr. Hoke maintained that he didn't know where Dr.
Chandler was. I'm inclined to believe that that was the truth. And
yet John Latané Lewis, Jr.)tells me that on the day when that meeting
was taking placeg Dr. Chandler sat beside him at a baseball game at the
University of Maryland and read in the newspaper of the strike. Dr.

Chandler returned to the Qollege immediately and broke up the strike

without any further trouble. Then in 1933 a senior student was apprehended

on a charge of bootlegging. He was mot particularly popular with the

rest of the students and receivdd very little support from them. He
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aggitated to generate a strike but was unsuccessful.# Now Dr. Chandler s
health was beginning to fail at that time. Furthermore, he was under

some pressure from the state because of the way he had handled financial
affairs of the Follege. I'm sure there was nothing dishonest in his
handling g !ﬁut he had tended to act quite independently in buying

property and in constructing buildings and so on. As a matter of facty

if he had not demonstrated that independencesshe probably could not have
developed the /Zfollege physically as he did. In any event‘f% the minutes

of the Board of Visitors in the spring of 1933 contained a very interesting

SUM BhG

statement by Dr. Chandler. The ,\substance of it was that the ﬁollege

should take action first of ally to exercise a closer disciplinary
control over the students )a.nd secondly it should initiate::\ it should
develop and put into effect a system of selective admission similar to
the admission process which was employed at Dartmouth College.%?Well,

I felt that teaching in that first period from January 1931 until the
spring of 1933 was very difficult. There were only two of us in the
department of philosophy and psychology, Dr. Geiger and I) /(nd for
part of one year{ 1932) Dr. Geiger had been il% and I was left teaching
both psychology and philosophy. I had some very good assistan;?g,

=X f\,oecm O\PWQWGU - “'_‘ Ww";;
but still T had responsibility for about B-or-2li-hours of class work

16}
a week .I had suffered a reduction of ~tea percent in my salary in 193233

This was uni,form) /4(11 state employees had their salaries reduced by {©

ten percent that year. -

- -n-m S

- In 193334 a reductlon of either 20 or 25 percdnt was proposed and since

I needed to continue my graduate study ' # L took that year off and went

to Johns Hopkins on 1eave of absence.q?ln the spring of 1934(1 think »
perhaps it was May of 1934) Dr. Chandler d:.,ed) and in August

John Sf;?;rt Bryan was chosen ?resident. Now before he died/; Dr. Chandler
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had promised that in view of my heavy load in the year 1932%3 and since

I needed time to complete my thesis/I might carry a reduced 1oad._.§3

‘a'\: t""f?c,e,m L ) ;
I recall it was )3 hours.when I returned in 34<5. Well, I had hardly
N\

got on the campus in the fall of 1934 when Mr. Bryan asked me if I
would assist in his inauguration which was to be held on October 20,
1934. T accepted that assignment and worked fairly hard on it, feeling
that I would discharge my extr%i}urricular activities by that action

and could then devote myself to teaching and working om my thesis. I
hadn't any more than got through the inauguration before Mr. Bryan
said,fhmd now dear boy, there is one other job I want you to doj/ He
had arranged for the Richmond Symphony to come to Williamsburg for a
series of concerts,and he wanted to see to it that the concerts were
well patronized by the students, And so I took on the job of interesting
the students in attending the concerts. It always amazes me that at
that time with a student body of 1300 and many fewer people in towngwe
filled old Phi Beta Kappa auditorium at every concert that the Richmond
Symphony held., Now Phi Beta Kappa held 1250 pe0p1e)and we really got
them turned out for that affair. In the late winter or early spring

Mr., Bryan called me in once more and said,{& have a task 1'd like you to
undertake.” And I said tQﬁ&f. Bryan, I have my thesis to write. Up

to now I've been distracted by your inauguration and by?;;ay symphony
concerts. And he said,jgell, no matter. We'll get to that., 1I'd like
you to make a study of administration of student aid and housing and
admissions. Well, I pointed out that I didn't know the first thing about

any one of these three things. But neverthelesifql undertook the task

and set to work, studied, interviewed everybody,and turnmed in a fairly
£ Bt wt\;i:um;fi: £

L

extensive report with a number of$modificatibns. For one thing I pro-
¥

posed the4émp1§;entation of the admission philosophy which Dr. Chandler
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Pr—Chandder had set forth in his report to the Board of Visitors in
the spring of 1933. I also proposed tﬁe centralization of student aid.
PRI
At that time scholarships were giwvem by one officer of the éollege,
loans by anotheriand work by still a third one. 1In this process&the
student who could argue most persuasively was the one who got the
greatest amount of financial aid. Finally,sI arranged for the student's
expression of choice in the selection of rooms and for a scheme of
interconnecting the offices of the ﬁollege through the room assignment
in such a way that the same information was used for a register of
students and for the billing of students. Well, just before commencement,#c
Mr. Bryan cdlled me in and said,fkow this is a fine report vou have
made. I'm going to put your recommendations into effectf) I thanked
him and felt flattered by it. And he said,fyou are going to administer

L2 't
them. I said, Mr. Bryan, I'm a teacher. I have no administrative

ability. I don't knOWwéhewﬁiﬁéij;ﬁéng about handling such taéks.’)

He said,agell, you will learn} /Knd I have made arrangements for you to
visit sev;ral colleges this summer and learn something about it. Your
title will be dean of freshman.” Well, I didn't have much choice about
the matter. I prepared to go to Dartmouth as soon as college closed.
Meantimg,gk&. Bryan decided that it would be necessary for me to carry

a reduced teaching load> nd thaty in tur§¢,necessitated the appointment
of a new man in psychology. Dr. Richard H. Henneman jwho came from
Columbia}was that man. On the morning after commencement in 1935¢ Dr.
Geiger, who was wearing a cast on his le§ as a consequence of a fall in
which he had injured a kneg, stumbled coming down the steps in his house,

pitched forward, landed on his head and was killed instantly. Well, this

meant that in addition to a new man in psychology there had to be a new

man in philosophy. I postponed my trip to Dartmouth and Swarthmore

and one or two other colleges while we got through that little emergency.
Dr. James W. Miller was brought to William and Mary from Harvard and re-
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placed Dr. Geiger. 1 returned to the Follegegand assumed my duties in ™"

August of 1935 and for the next three years was ?éan of ﬁreshm;;.

In 1938 I was made ﬂean of ﬁEn. My first duties did not include
admission. In 1938 I was given the responsibilities of admission and
with a committee//wrote an admissions policygiwhichgz-in general is the
one that is employed today. When I took over those duties I was made
ﬂean of ﬁbn)and John Hocutt was aﬂiointed my assistant.

But before T talk about admission%énd the ?%11ege in the pre-war years Zc
let me go back to the first vears of my work as Fgan of #reshm;ﬁ. I

had said that one of the recommendations I made had to do with the
administration of student aid. In 1935 when I came int;jgéministration;g
the ?ollege was about at the bottom of the depression. College students
lagged both in feeling the impact of the ?epression and in coming out

of the more severe effectéif the ﬁepressiﬁn. This is understandable
since the parents continued them on for a vear or two vhen the ﬂepression
first struck, and then the parents were a little bit late in assembling
the funds necessary to send them into ¢011ege as the depression began
toiiggzi In 19354 the Nationmal Youth Administration, which was one of

the agencies developed by President Roosevelt to assist needy students,

was a source of considerable assistance to our students. I think we had

foors

&A:/“Q {"f-d«‘::‘;i

something.-like 135 positions, although I may be mistaken about that.. —
?here may have been fés many as 150. The students were paid something
like 35 cents an hour. They could earn $15 a month or $135 a year in
student employment. A great many of the students worked as paper graders
or assistants to the professors. 3uk gthers worked as janitors. We
even provided some janitorfal service ggr the Matthew Wﬁley School. And
still others worked on the grounds of the ﬁollege. We had one group#

which to this day takes great pride in having worked on the development
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of the gunken garden. I see people at the ﬁbmecoming who remind me
that in 1935 a;a)36 they were working on the gpnken garden and in
putting the boxwood in égiﬁgggog. I think th;; 1935nwas a very difficult
year for a great many students. There were students who literally
didn't know where the next meal was coming from. I have never seen

the ambition, the drive that students had in that period. They were
very, very hard workers. There was only one thing that lightened the
burden for students and that was the enormous improvement in morale

in students and faculty that occurred when John Sg;gft Bryan was made
fresident. During the years of the ?;pressionj%Dr. Chandle%;lunk
handicapped as he was by a lack of funds, had reduced the number of
faculty)and the faculty had been working for a reduced salarxﬁthe—§aeu}ty
had-—beenworking—for-a.reduced salary. The students were upset and
troubled; ﬁhey were unhappy. John Sgagrt Bryan came in with great
enthusiasm and great energy and a great love for the ﬁollege, the
students)and faculty and the improvement in the morale was immediate
and widespread. He established a number of social activities which
really were ahead of what the follege should have been able to do.

I'11 talk about those social activities later. But the most difficult
job I had in those first few yearé%ﬁﬁins&»&ﬁ@we%m@hreewyeaﬁé%éés in
meeting the financial needs of the students in ﬁollege. The needs were
extreme)and it wasn't at all unusual for students to have to withdraw

because there simply wasn't money, loan, job jor scholarship in sufficient

amounty to make possible their attendance at college.
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Lambert: I've already mentioned Mr. Bryan's strong social interests.
This was well manifested in his personal life. He retained his home €n &t
- Laburnum in Richmond and spent many weekends there> éut he also

maintained his home in the President's house on the campus. Mr. and Mrs.

Duke lived on the third floor of the President's house,and Mrs. Dukegy;

-

in a sensey served as the ?resident’s hostess. But the #&esident didn't
need anybody to take over social responsibilities for hig; ﬁe was his

own best social manager. The table in the President's house at that

Rovebeen, #
time seated_}%. The dinin#room was somewhat larger than it is today)

nd Mgf. Bryan simply couldn't face sitting down to dinner unless all

LPoovtbeen
k& places were occupied, He often had people come in and have break-

x,

ﬁ
fast with him. He entertainedAstudents and seme faculty members. He

particularly liked to have Charles McCurdy, who was the alumni secretary ,
to come over and have breskfast with him., Charles would accept the
breakfast invitation and say,aﬁow Mr. Bryan, I'1l be happy to come

have breakfast with you, but you aren't going to serve those fish, awe
you?n-wé%%ng;;se fish that Charlie McCurdy didn't like were the.

K?yemaé hé?$:ﬂg} and Mr. Bryan was careful to see that
Charlie was given something else for breakfast. For lunch Mr. Bryan
would have two or three guests)and again the. would be students or
members of the faculty or administration. He had a great way of meeting

7

you on the campus or on the street near mealtime and say, come have
1 “ bub
lunch with me, my dear boy. And there wasn't anything to dodexeept

accept such a cordial invitation, His dinners were very often formalj
dinae@s)and he particularly liked dinners that were associated with
receptions or plays or other social activities at Ehe~d511ege. They
WAl A LL e Ploctdel  fotf

with fine wines.

5

B

began with a cocktail party and



The dinner would be well%lanned) and Wellff”preparedj and wel‘léféerved.

It was really a social occasion., But that social interest of Mr.

Bryan extended farther than simpiy the casual contacts or the pre-theater
parties that he had. Mr. Bryan had become aware of the Green Key
Society at Dartmouth., He visited there on one occasion and was met

at the train by young men who were members of the Green Key Society,swhe~
were the )?(r'esident'sf;t;;;;g;r;zﬁatlve@ Mr, Bryan thought this was a
fine scheme} and so about 1,940/ perhaps earlier} he established the
gresident's éiq‘;, These were young men that he appointed, usually

/from the soPI:omore class)amd«»t-hey served until graduation. They were
the Igresiﬁent's personal representativew when visitors came to the
/i'ol’l.ege‘j ‘ﬁey had specz.al responsibilities in the academic procession

Lemmewrhdd bresder
and so on. They had h@t&e responsibilities than the éresident’s

?idﬂi hammag today} and thdy were chosen specifi.'cally by the
#resident Jas=E-say-from-the..sophomore=clagy. And yet nobody ever felt
these people were the special favorites of the glol'lege. They were
recognized as outstanding and attractive young men, "éhere were no
women —~~Fhexre-were~no-women on the ?res:l.dent s a:.g‘s until Mr, Pomfret

Q%}l Pratelut ”’“?‘":“W
was fresa.dent. Now what were some of these activities that he fostered?
Well, first of all, theater grew under Mr, Bryan. The first person we
had who was competent and interested in the development of theater at
William and Mary was Miss Althea Hunt,who had come here in 1926 or
1927 )when the Phi Beta Kappa Hall was completed. Mr. Bryan liked
the theater )and he gave it his full support. He had appointed as chairman”

of the department of fine arts Mr. Leslie Cheek)who went on

to become the )Zﬁ.rector of the Baltimore Museum and the Virginia Museum in



Richmond. And Mr. Bryan added to the staff one or two people who
specifically bridged the gap between theater and the other fine arts.
As a matter of fact, fine arts under Mr. Bryanjwith Leslie Cheek as

. . . . [ad] ansal
chalrmanjcon31sted of muSLQStheater, palntlngaqsculpturej Wedd , all of
these organizations cooperated with the production of theater. The
greatest drawback to theater at William and Mary was the old Phi Beta
Kappa Hall. The stage was completely inadequate. The dressing rooms,. ..

dretaiws e stus -

Imxhénkftﬁere were only two of~them., The opportunity to construct

flats and store them was completely lacking. The stage itself was

e —
H r

too 10w3aud during this period thaggtage was elevated J~think about two
or twofandfone-half feet. This made it much easier for people to see
the production from the galleries)and it also igproved the vision

of the people on the main floor of Phi Beta‘Kappa. But of course, we
didn't come to the full development of theater until/gid Phi Beta
Kappa burned in Decembery 1953 and a new one was constructed in 1956.
In addition to the theatrical productionsg Mr. Bryan brought the old

Richmond Symphony to William and Mary. One of the first appointments: . -

T
I had to committee worg:after serving on the committee for the inauguration

¥ for Mr. Bryan in the fall of lgéﬁxwas the job of developing student
1959

interest~&a—%he~p£eéae%§e§§§iﬁ the concerts of the Richmond Symphony.,
fénd I was quite successful with it. As a matter of factg we were able
to £ill Phi Beta Kappa Hall for every one of those concerts.??ln his
very first year at William and Mar%%'Mr. Bryan decided that we'd have
to develop some social activities for the students and for the faculty.
He took care of the faculty parties by inviting the faculty to his home,
Laburnum,in Richmond. And those were wonderful receptions. We thought

J
nothing at all of driving to Richmond and back to attend one of Mr.

Bryan's parties. For the students, his first production was the

Christmas party. He decided that we should have a costume party in



g
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Phi Beta Kappa Hall. Now that involved first of al%é removing allqthe
seats on the main floor of the auditorium. They were individually taken
up and individually replaced.,for the first year. Thereafter, since it
looked like we were going to have to do that every year for Mr. Bryan,
the seats were bolted to boards{fabout two by ten boardé\}and they were

brought into the auditorium in sections and replaced. But the entire

floor of the auditorium was cleared} and we had a series of skits, -one.
{

W’J ol

Vi A 2%

put on by each fraternlt? or sororltgk Now I don't know how it ever
befell my responsibillty, but I had the job of rehearsing and directing
those fraternity and sorority skits, I began working with it around
Thanksg1v1ng and every night from then until the Christmas party I

met in the gymasium of Jefferson Hall and we rehearsed skits. Mr.
Bryan and the official party(/ﬁhe reviewing partyl who sat on the stage,

(=] 3;“":}'@5&‘&\ -
were dressed 1n authentmc.l@ﬁh century costumes. All the faculty who

h%maa
attended wore,lSt@ century costumes., Those of us were not able to buy

them-~and very few could buy them--rented them for about $8 or $10. Sﬁ?ﬁf
Mr., Bryan had his own made)and he wore what was called a double-bottomecké;~9?
wig. It was really handsome ;t was a beautiful costume. I don't

know what he paid for it)but it was certainly far more expensive than

anybody on the faculty could afford. Charlie Duke was the "lord of

misrule; and he served as the master of ceremonies and introduced the

various skits and banged the floor with a great staff and really had a
7f\’l:m:‘.;i.trr:e serving as the boss ew-dixeetor of the whole affair. After
the skits had been performed and paraded and the winners chosen, there

209 Jroo
was dancing untilq%wc or three—o'clock in the morning. Now the students
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€ iak‘b'e,&wth -
did not have to wear ;8&& century costumes, ﬁut they had to wear a

fancy-dress costume of some sort or other. Fhis.relieved-themr-ovf~any
great-responsibility: The lobby of Phi Beta Kappa,which is today the
lobby for the #resident's office and for the admissions office)was

converted into a lounge. Right in front of the door which opens onto

Lort
the campusy there was a platform built which was, I suppose, about AQ j

sik (it bep
feet long and about Q feet deep and g or 10 “Fnches high. And then on

top of that was a table ,and in the middle of that long table was an

!

# =
punc owl stood Ernest Cumber who served the punch. He was about ¥ three

or:gyg;et above us when you added everything together ,And he really

rose to the occasion. This was a very important ceremony for Ernest,who

LA Q‘T‘&}{A S
on other occasions was the caretaker and messenger in the administration

office. The Christmas par?jcontinued until World War II.¢‘Then there

was another party and that was the finals party in the sunken garden.

J
The first thing that the ﬂresident did for that was to purchase, I

suppose through @ollege funds)a very complicated mobile switchboard,
which was placed out on the campus in front of the old Phi Beta Kappa
_ Gurvept
Hall{/that is the ngw present EweLlHa19\ and the the was tapped
451\&- Fld
from one of the main leads fromw% powegglangéind lighting was provided
for the entire §unken garden. Just below the steps going down into the
sunken gardenﬁgthere was built the dance floor. This was of quite good
<hat we W’Q{"t
size, We never feltﬁcrowded on that dance floor. At each corner and
™
midway down each side there was a lighting standswhich was a little Eﬁ%gév?
box like affair which stood about three or four feet tall with louqéés

so that the light was thrown on the dance floor only. Then in the middle

of the dance floor there was a plaster of paris vase filled with flowers
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which flowed over the side of the vase. JI¥ew the vase was about 3& ‘H\ép*ts:j
feet tall, It was kept for a number of years )and every year the fine

arts department had to patch it and see that it was in the best condition

possible. But.here.at-the-end-of-the-gunken.garden.was.ww . >

~thits-vasein-the-middle~of-4t, The dance band was in a separate plat-
form at one side of the dance floor) fxnd then on the other side of the
dance floor there was a 'ble%cher set for the older people who didn't care
to dance. -Hewewvez ébove the %unken §arden and between whé}t was then
the library [ what is now the Iviarsha11:Wythe School of Law)) and Phi
Beta Kappa( what is now Ewell Hali), there were numerous boxes with
lattice sides, not very high} ﬁnd it was there that students could sit
and drink punch and eat cookies and so on between dances., Now | h;:
orchestras that were brought here at that time were among the very best
aiﬁg the so«called“}fig Bands LI must say that despite what students

think about ity

We never had two big bands at the same time. The

student tradition has built this up to the point where they say that
one large band was playing at one end of the sunken garden and the

other at the opposite end. /’l‘hat isn't true at all. We had only one

)

band. But the band played on Friday night} en on Saturday afternoon

o Tl Corvminttosd” %%r\igm
there was a concert/\m front of the Wren Bulld:.ng yand the final dance f wa, e;j

on Saturday night. WeldyeEtiddigressLolwijust~a -monent , {’llav:mg

L0 e 68 Ju g T Bamnit s
mentioned the commencement platforn}. Unt:.l 1935 commencement had

been held in the new Phi Beta Kappa Hall. I'm not sure where it was
held before then, although I do know that at ome time it was held in
front of the President's House. But in the fall of 1934 Mr. Bryan was
inaugurated in the court between the chapel and the Great Hall. That

place seated something like 2500 p60ple f(ﬂd Mr. Bryan wanted to be

inaugurated there. That was also convenient for President Roosevelt}who

'f‘m cement
was here and-who rece:we&i an honorary degree at that time. The commen
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in 1935 and I think in 1936 was held in the rea:]; courtygari of the Wren
Bgilding., But in 1937 we hit upon the idea of moving the commencement
to the east front of the Wren Building. <Ed r:J:'or that purpose it became
necessary to construct a large platform--a pl;tform which would be of
appropriate size for the fagade of the Wren Building and which would
accommodate all the faculty. We've continued to hold it there until now & appests
Wada:ﬁ«we'll be moving indoors again. The commencement platform was
the place where the dance band held its concert on Saturday afternoon.

C;ql Wedsd., :gn addition toihfeinals T Mr. Bryan sponsored a number of visits
and speeches, performances by various other people. I remember in
particular the visit of Gertrude Steiné vNWa-M;egﬁwg-telm had expressed
an interest in coming to William and Mary I thinky# as a matter of facty~
she invited herself )and she suggested that she would not make a public
address,but she would like very much to speak to some of the more serious
students, perhaps those who were majoring in Engl:i.sh) lénd Mr. Bryan
readily agreed to that. She came in here just before noon, accompanied
by her secretary, Alice B. Toklas 3 and by a companion )Carl Van Vechten.
T don't know how Carl Van Vechten happened to be a‘long)) }ﬁut I remember
very well that he had just published a navel)and that when he came
here j/ he wore a yellow or tan pongee suit and a slave bracelet. Well,
this was a strange get-up for those days 3 ﬁut 1 suppose they were what
Carl Van Vechten wanted to wear. Before lunchg Miss Toklas suggested
that Miss Stein would like to rest a few minutes beﬁ:gmg&) ﬂnd so
Mr. Bryan suggested that instead of joining the rest of us for sher%)
she might go into the béck parlor and rest there on the soi;’,g;. for-a—few-

winutes. She was very careful to say she didn't want to go to bed)" /éhe
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didn't want to lie down on the bed, she simply wanted to be by herself
for a few minutes and gather her thoughts and so on. So she went back

in the back room to rest for a while.and Mr. Bryan and the rest of us

- )

& b
went into the dininq‘room and had our sherj(ﬁ and perhaps even more sheri“j
than was appropriate because Miss Stein was awfully long in finishing
that little rest. Well, finally somebody was sent back to see if she

wasn't about ready for lunch )and she had her shoes off and was sound

N bf\&x!ﬁ’,\ .,rk
asleep! Well, we got her out and eame~em to lunch. And again, Miss

Toklas, speaking for Miss Stein said that she hoped very much that
no chocolate would be served because Miss Stein could simply not

tolerate chocolate. Well, as it happened, the desfzért that day was a [Q,ﬁwo@c,i@%w;_l
mo%s?ek and Miss Stein ate more than anybody else. 1In the course of the
conversation at the lunchg she began to sound out Mr. Bryan on how many

people there would be to hear her that afternoon. And Mr. Bryan said

really
that he didn't )\have any figuress—any clear figures in mind. There was

ok

. MJ it
a little conversation)\ sparring going on,&hete.. Miss Toklas said, well,

joo b
certainly there will be as many as, ome—hundred, won't there? And

e
Mr. Bryvan said, oh yves, my dearg of course there will be oaer—{mrrdr@d
;‘erhaps Agne%aﬁéreé—aﬁé—‘f—i—f‘ey or so. Well, I knew that he had invited
the English majors, perhaps wthere»—wewe%ﬁ ~“And when he said 150, he

gave me the eye. .Amd I quickly excused myself, having received by
Lol efxsv&hj some sort of message that I was needed in the office,and I
hastened over to the Wren Building and got hold of the professors of the

&
several classes of English and said,Mr. Bryan hopes you will bring your
R oo
class to Phi Beta Kappa Hall at.,iﬁeewleleek to hear Miss Gertrude
N

Stein. And I rounded up something between 150Cand 200 people )and Miss

Stein was very grau::i.f:’.ed.<g Then Alexander Wg,\licott;wh&ﬁms—@erhapsﬁthe.nmsj;
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who was perhaps the most famous t&conteut of his day who wrote a

column in Fhe New Yorker Magazine( I think it was called ‘ghe Bell

R —

»
Ringer }md who had written several books, also came to visit William
and Mary)accompanied by his chauffeuref&’—secretary) Hennessey. And
Adexander nggott came in just before lunch )and Mr. Bryan suggested

}‘tm{ c:).,,,

that Mr. Wol&cott might like something to drink b@ﬁwemlmehmand Mr.

Wq(],“cott pointed out that he never took anything before lunch )aaéﬁwe@w& Setatad]

proceeded with the lunch*%—smaéimgweap-mfﬁm And {after lunch Mr.
Wog,pott said, now Mr, Bryan, if you don't mind, I shall rest this
afternoon. I f:md speaking very exhausting )and I usually 11,1§ :down ,
and I read a&whl‘le a:f‘ I sleep a\\while and so on. Now I will have
that drink. -And-se _if I might have a little whisl%} at my bedside,
I'd appreciate it . So he went up to his room and Mr. Bryan asked the
butler, William, to place a decanter of Whisk§ on the bedtable and a
- . g 00 630
glass. So William complied. -Amd then about six or srx%«ty people
began to gather for gt d:mner} and Mr. Bryan, ag I recall, ywas serving
pld }l‘ashwng Mdgfter he had served a couple of rounds of P{Id
#ashionf,’w:tlliam came up to him and said very quietly, Mr. Bryan,
would you give me the key to the liquor closet because we've emptied
the Whislgzr bottles that we had there in the kitchen.“ Mr. Bryan said,
William, before I do that, go up and get the decanter in Mr, ngi::ott‘s
room and we'll use that.n So William came s;;}dﬁ,l:.ng up to Mr, Bryan‘g

e
b?,./( o~

3
few mlnutesﬂand said, Mr. Bryan, there's no more wh:.sky in that decanter.
And so Mr. Bryan got more wh:.slgly out of the closet. Well, it was a

1
¢

warm, spring night. WoAl\cott went over to Phi Beta Kappa }and what he had

had to drink was coming out 0;31 him..-v'i}e was perspiring.} 0f course,

&

¥
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‘E}\?J‘& WaS wvio
qair conditioning thegf And as he talkeq;fhe wiped his face with his

handkerchief and then hung the handkerchief over the front of the

lectern. He delivered a delightful talk a delightful series of anec-

L -TMC«W\I\({Q
dotes and recollections, andwso~on: Aﬁeéxwdénﬂerygmr. Bryan and Mr.

o1
Duke and Mr. qugott returned to the President's house. Mr. Bryan

promptly excused himself and went off to bed and left Charlie Duke

[Ty o
wp to talk with Wo&gott and to drlnk whlskg until 4wo or three—o'clock
ol ot
in the morning. Well, the next mornlng«was to be taken on a tour of

Williamsburg by a man with whom he had worked on the old New York

>Wh0 was then Vice-?fesident of Colonial Williamsburg.

This was Bela Norton. -AngF for breakfast Mr. Wo;pott had had coffee

2
Qé%gld«Tribune

and coffee and coffee gﬁd when they left the President's House, driving
downtown to go dcwngMSIk&e of Gloucester street, as they made the corner,#~
Wq}cott saw the College Shop and said to%&orton Norton, there's a

place that serves good coffee. I must stop over there and have a cup

of cd‘%’f:ee.\3 And they did and drank more coffee. Well, they went on

through Williamsburg and saw it and saw Carter s Grove and Wéé;ott
embarrassed the hostess at Carter's Grove by suggesting that Hennessey

make a detailed drawing of a small table which Mrs. Maqua said was one

of only two in the United States. The other wgas in the getropolitan

museumn in New Yoerj“ he had not permitted anybody to re;roduce the

table she had but qugott had a drawing made of it for his own re~

tcr
production. Wg%gott published shortly thereafter a book of

which was called While Rome Burns)and the first paragraph reads something
like this;fén a recent visit to the‘College of William and-Mary in
WilliamsburgﬁrI wandered into the library one evening. As I entered the
door, a very stern-visaged clerk called out in a very loud voice:VSilence)

Y
please} Well, now, this embarrassed everybody and particularly upset
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Miss Emily Christian. Miss Emily Christian was at least one third of
the staff of the library at that time)and she never raised her voice

A @1
hbove a whisper on anﬁbccasion. Well, Wolcott, of course was making

)
a good story) #ut he did so at the expense of Miss Emily.qﬁghenézn another
occasion Frank Lloyd Wright came to the ?ollege and delivered a discussion
of architecture which lasted about an hourﬁ%ndﬁ%ne—half)the sum and
substance of which was that the colonial architecture of the Restoration

> number of
was just terrible stuff and not to be tolerated. He usediseme?phrases
which I've forgotten‘now) ut certainly it was in the worst imaginable
taste for him to come into Williamsburg and criticize the colonial
architecture as he digCarI Sandburg also came and visited us and read
poetry. And Robert Frost came here(gﬁd I think this may actuilly
may have been after the waQB “ﬁﬁ%ﬁhe was our Phi Beta Kappa poet.

gottens »
The poor man had just gef a new gat of false teeth,and he had the most

A )
difficult time imaginable in trying to strain that poem through those
false teeth. %wﬂd“iigz;e were many others who came in Mr. Bryan's
day; I have simply mentioned those who were perhaps the most outstanding
of them, " In any evengy-these affairs were very widely attended. Students
knew that Mr. Bryan was behind them)and they supported thém. They
came out in tremendous numbers. I suppose one way of looking at it was that

there weren't many other things to do in Williamsburg and so you did

)
attend the f%llege's lectures and concerts and plays and so on. Before
I leave it, let me comment again on the attendance. ft wasn't at all

unusual to see entire fraternities attend a play in a group, {And they

were in evening dress. I don't think we have ever worn evening dress as

often as we did when Mr. Bryan was here. Formal dinners were—quite—easy—
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were quite easy to come by. They were attractive affairs and usually a
-
R

part of a full evening's activitiesf\xiet me go back a long way to the

spring of 193%§a~%he§’at that time, as T have already pointed out, I
. ) =

[

made for Mr. Bryan a report on student aid, on housing)and on admission,

2

When I came into the admmnlstratlon RP the 1935-6 SéSSlonﬁ?I was chairman

i

y A b O e
{‘had thedadmlnmsterlng of loans,

of the committee on student aid

employment)and scholarships. I also had the responsibilityjéf dealing

with housing. I did not enter into admissions until a later date, and

I shall mention this after # while. I had, however, a general concern
L wprde o ; o

which artedsted my comcern with adm:Lss:Lonj ﬂnd that is, the complete

lack of any form of orientation or any guidance or counseling of the

students at the ?Bllege. It seemed to me a great shame to bring the

students here in the fall and plunk them down without any special

attention)other than what a few people gave them og?ﬁhei& casual basis.

And so I started right out with an orientation program which involved

the participation of uppeé%%lass students and mbmbers of the faculty.

I recall that during the two or three days we had set aside for the

orientation we had group activities which involved picnics)and we ran

three picnics a day. We had one picnic at the boathousejwhich is on the -®ite

si#glit of the amg%theater now. We had zﬁZ second picnic across the lakgs

%@ had to go # there by bus. And we had‘a third onejand I can't re-

call where it was unless that was at what is now Holly Point. In any

eventf?each picnic had one or two faculty members and three or four

-+ wenty Yt ety ‘@cwb\(j
uppe{félass students and perhaps 20, to 30 may%e even_AQ entering fresh-

4

m%n. Dlew zze faculty members who were chosen to do that were faculty

advisors and had the responsibility of aiding their students in the

and
selection of their courses a{ registration. It should be noted that in

1935 the curriculum had been revised and a totally new curriculum

: . P
installed. This required, it seemed to many of us, some guidance am
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the report embjdied the recommendation that there be appointed a director

of counseling and testing. The man chosen for it was Royall Embree,who

joined t%e faculty in 1940 and served until he went into ﬁilitary
: 4% e
service in51943, f-guwess=it-was, He returned shortly after the war and

stayed here for gzkhile and then went to the University of Texas.
Nz Embree took over the freshman testing which I had been doing ever

since I had gone into administration. Before that time the testing,
, wdomimisTonsd
which I know dated back into the early 20s,had been giwen by Dr. Hoke.

Now that was group testing which was used only for the comparison of

successive classes of freshman with one another and with entering
in ,
freshmen«aad other colleges. I think we used the American Council o

Education tests and the Ohio State University series and one or two

others. We were not using these tests for individual counseling

b gt
purposes. When Royall Embree came~as director of counseling;%he continued

A wdef fntf

the testing for the same purpose and for individual & g, So
Royall Embreé was doing three things. #e was administering the testing
programi ﬁe was offering or providing individual counseling for
students, and most important of allg# he was training the faculty advisors.
He was headgzg up the entire organization of faculty advisors)although

Q FaW e 3 . .
sors., The first chalrman)l

there was a chairman of the
think)was Charles T. Harrisonjwho was in the department of English.

But Embree was able,-e%?epting the leadership of Harrison, to provide a
éood deal of in-service training for those faculty advisors, i&nd i
thought that the system worked #very well for the time. We@a,pigéjg
we've modified the type of advising along with the change in the

lag i
character of students}\ ﬁut the beginning‘ﬁ:§e4aaé~the appointment of

Royall Embree in 1940 and that, of course was preceeded by the work that

)
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-of-eourse—was—preceeded by the Work that-Armacost and I did in the
preceeding year.;}Now to return to admissions., I think I have mentioned
elsewhere that in 1933 President Chandler reported to the Board of
Visitors certain steps which he considered necessary to improve the
quality of the students and the character of their conduct and so on.
There were two things that I remember in particular. ?he was the
creation of a discipline committee,. Eﬁr. Chandler did appoint such a
" committee but used it only as an advisory comxttee and thaté very

whlghed
seldom. When Mr. Bryan became Presidenty, he cawxded in the catalog

‘H’\ atr
thiz statementﬁ the discipline committee might be employed, ﬁat he

never did make use of it. On the othe?ﬁénd discipline was administered
by the ?Eesident with the advice and assistance of the dean of freshmen.
In many instances I was the discipline committee. If it were a matter

of geparating a student from ¢011ege}% I made the recommendation to

{éLk !"{‘5&*‘? "5’
Mr. Bryan}anq,f1a»magﬁm@?§%aneeséfmr. Bryan accepted it and carried it

out, Nﬂw?u@he{Q

Chandler.lvad made was that the F%llege g0 to a system of admissions
whiah
somewhat similar to that at DartmouthJ 4§t-was called a selective pro-

ther recommendation of significance that President

cess of admissiors, In the late 505;-it may have been as early as 1934;"

Mr. Bryan saught the guidance of Dean Gordon Bill,who was dean of the

faculty at Dartmouth.
ot

pecauwse Dean Bill inter~

& Lt

sgéan and it was his recommendation that

as
there be appointed a dean of freshm;n and I'm sure it was,a consequence

viewed a number of

of his influence that Mr. Bryan sent me to Dartmouth in the summer of
1935 to study the administrative organization and operation of the

office of admissions and the dean of the college. In 1932€Bhu Bryan

asked me to organize or to recommend the appointment of a committee
who were s
" ..on admissions. I did so. I have forgotten now all the peoplgqon 1t; D]
. 3

Dr. Morton was onmitj I think Charles Harrison was enméaj
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I believe that Dr. Fowler Wasj a&p‘iftwrmféad who the others were, I don't
lenpw remember. We -wrote—as—recommended a policy for admission which is
essentially the policy which we employ today.
?ju Poasend Pold

¥t differs in the fact that we now are a member of and use,«?’ the tests

of the College Entrance Examination Board )which we joined in 1946
' d
‘A
when I was still handling admissions. It,differs in the ad.‘ition ot seme woeds

with respect to the character and personality of students which were
added by President Alvin Duke Chandler. It differs also in some respectgw
te—differs with regard to the admission of men and womer? BB O~DR ‘éut
we wrote the policy which set up the selection of the best qualified

o 8dmission Q
students, rather than automatic admission om possession of Afixed pattern

A _ -
. Gl oy ;,«a«w{ : tepnded
of high school units. When the policy was e L4 I was direeted @»dv@? FlatAL

to serve as chairman of ther:f committee on admisSigns and to be
responsible for the admission of students to the’college. Prior to
that time;i"at least since 1933 or )fiég,\;:he registrar, Miss Kathleen
Alsop7had handled the admissi.onf of the college. She was the former
secretary of President Chandler and succeeded Mr. Herbert Lee Bridges
as registrar. He had been registrar from about 1904 oréS until he be~-
came incapacitated in 1933, Miss Alsop did notf\éi)a wéhe transfer of
admiss:i.onf’ from her office to that of the dean of freshmen with any
equ?nimity. She was very much upset hj{"it and felt that it was

very serious criticism of her performance of her duties. It wasn't

at alls t was a complete change in the kind of admissioszpolicy we
had,) ffnd it also did something that Mr. Bryan thought was necessary.. —
fhat wasg it brought a man into responsibility for admissiori;)ané Ee was
at that time very much concerned about increasing the enrollment ;f men

and the quality of the men in college. Well, when admissiori was added

to my other responsibilities I was promoted to dean of men. -F-was-allowed
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I was asked to nominate an assistant dean of men) /énd my choice was a

former student of mine and a man in whom I had great faith who was at;fé

his Adagprait
that time completing his work for a master'§‘in chemistry at Ohio

State University, John Hocutt. So, in Septembery 1938 I was madeiﬁean

of ﬁbn)and John Hocutt was made assistant ﬁean of‘ﬂén.

’ “tharts
&g'l've already mentioned,at least one factor which prompted Mr. Bryan

A

to assign admissionfto me was his concern about the enrollment of men.
. , 3

There were several sessions in the middle and late "30s where we had

at least as many women and perhaps more women than e men in college)

. /ﬁﬂ%éﬁd Mr. B;yan wanted to change that around. I can point to two other
o movegﬁiz made that indicated that! ﬁhe one was the emphasis which he
placed on athletics and which was evidenced in the appointment of Carl
Voyles as head coach of athletics in late 1938 or %91/ I think he came
to the ﬂgllege in January}f1939}:}§é stayed until T think about 1945,
although I may be mistaken about that*.aFt might have been:zg. The

other was the development of the Grayson gcholarship program and the
work~-study plan. The Grayson gcholarship/program was a program directed
to the selection of at least f;ur men each year who would possess out-
standing promise as scholars. In addition to the four who received

the primary awards--and I think the award was $400 a year-~there were
lesser scholarships given to people who did not qualify for the first
place, The Grayson‘gcholarship program was financed by money which
came from the Cary f: Grayson fcholarship Epnd. (&ary T. Grayson was an

alumnus of the Fbllege in the class of 190§jand he was Woodrow Wilson's

personal physician.) I'm not sure where the money came from, but in any
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any event it was the Grayson cholarship{?@nd which financed that program.
We advertised the program quite broadly through the southeastern states

e
and selected major conten@qrs on the basis of their applications for

admission and invited them to come to William and Mary for an interview .

Wetre ‘
I cannot recall all of those who aﬁe on the selection committe%but

I know that Dr. Harrison and Dr. Fowler were on it and perhaps two or
three others. We brought some outstanding scholars to William and Mary
during the course of that program. Some of them were briliian?j ‘ﬁome
of them were a little neutotic and took a great deal of time ana attention,
guidance and counseling and so ony #ut they were a very productiveg ~
group of young scholars. The other program, the work-study progra@i?ziﬂ
would think about 1942 when it was apparent that we would have to make
vigorous efforts to maintain the enrollment of men during the war. Let
me turn then, to the pre-war period and the wartime period at William
and Maryucgahe pre-war perio@g;l will call thi8-quite arbitrarily
Septemberﬁ$1940 to December 7, 1941. During that time we were quite
cognﬁé&%nt of the war in Europe}but we weren't aware of it on a personal
basis. We didn't suffer as a consequence of i§} /4nd yet there was a
great deal of feeling that we might sooner or later become involved.
The morale of the students deteriorated very rapidly,and after December
7, 1941, it simply went to pieces. There were times after the Pearl
Harbor incident and after the selective service program had been put into
effect Whg? students would receive notice of their induction)and if they
had pickeélig in the morning mail and they showed it to their friends
Lelbeon or bweiby
before 1unch;aﬁd by early afternoon a group of,lﬁforf26~friends)

sometimes a whole sorority house)would be almost hysterical.over the

upset caused by the receipt of 3 draft notice. Imcall that during that

period I spoke on several occasions{'when I say several&"}erhaps three or



or four occasions) at the Wednesday evening vesper services.

These were held in the Wren chapel and ; remember that I spoke
repeatedly of topics of concern to us at that time. I dealt at
length on at least two occasions with the danger of rumors because
all sorts of rumors were flying about the campus and every rumor
had its very bad aspect and servéd only to upset the students all
the further. A number of the men were called into nilitary service
before the end of the session 1942. As a matter of facty; some

of the faculty went into military service by Yune41942. The
session h2-‘73 saw a great number of us goimg into military duty.

In 1942 John Hocutt, being a younger man had accepted a commission
in the gfavy. In 19434 )r. Fouler became a Maval officer and I
digizm:l‘hem were a great many of the faculty who did go inte
military duty about that time. Ihe enrollment of the men began

to decrease during the session 19h1i-‘f2) /dnd t4-becamey the loss

of men became' qu:i.te serious within the next year. Nm;,@’ remenxber
that in the sinmer of 19&2/.§,President Bryan resigned;and Ma..
ganmt( D(‘ra"fJohnwEwPomﬁra%« was appointed president of the
;’a(ollage. He took office in Septembery 1942. | will deal with

that as a separate topic . but I simply want to point out that fgr.

)
Pomfret became the wartime fresmeut of jillian and Mary and
assumed office at a time when the probl of the war were felt
odﬁ mm the War}
most accutely within the student b military liaison
officer of the yﬁollege)which meant I had various communicative
responsibilities with For;?? Eustis and later with Camp Peary. I
had lesser duties with respect to the Naval WeapomsStation. I
did not have a great deal to do with the men down there because,

as I have mentioned earlier, in 191;2/3- the ,Gf:llege developed its
work-studp plan. This was headed by members of the faculty,

A
H. D. Corev and Alfred Delislerand two or three octhers were involwed
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in it. dnd gheir probiemy~their task was to recruit men who would
come to the /aollega and attend classes three days a welk while
working three days a week at the Naval Minez Depot, later the Naval
Weapanismtion. Those men carried typically three courses, nine
hours of classroom work a week. They were recruited from all
over Virginia, fAnd many of them would never hsve been able to
come to college at all except for this opportunity to earn part
of their way. Actnallyﬂthay earned all of their way through their
employment, princlgg.y at the Naval Ma,nas Depot. I say princigiy
becanse there were some others who did have work here even in
Williamsburg. I don't know how many were involved in ﬁ?&t work~

one hvadred .
study plan. It certainly must have run above mg And of course,
there were changes from time to time with drafting, with withdrawal
from the plan and so on. But it was a very important plan for the
ﬁollege in keeping up its enrollment and it was a wonderful
opportunity for a lot of men who couldn't otherwise have come to
collage. m my work with;- as a:i:a&son,.mlitaxv liaison officer did
not amount to very very much. Morq/often than noty, I was concerned
with seeing that the military installations maede their men behave
when they came on campus. We had to write out a very firm policy, dod et
/{é did not restrict the campus end.we would not allow the military
to send the shore petrol of the yfavy or military police of the
/Kmy on campus to do police duty. We ueren'{'t going to have them
pgtroling the cempus. In that year, H12, s mumber of colleges
had established military training units handled by the ’iavw
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princip%y and t.o a lesser extent by the f/m‘y The mavy V12

and }85 and p’? programs were established at University of Richmond

and I think at the University of Virginia and Washington and Lee.

Army units were also established at some of these colleges.

4And William and Mary had nc such progran, erws understandable

that we didn't have because in the session 412 Mr. %ryan was

preparing to leave the ﬁollage and by the time that Mr. Pomfret

)
canme W had been established or the colleges had

Tt

Lporl v

nego;‘:iated to the point where, egﬁ:.fabliahments was in thgingear future.
Gcnsequentlyj William and Mary was facing the wartime years
without any of these supporting military units. Wedl, Fhe first
adjustment that was made to that was to increase the enrcllment

of women, ,ﬁ’nd that began with the class of 1947, the cne that en-
rolled in September s 1943. That was the last class the: I
admitted before the war. As a matter of fact4 I did not complete
the admission of that class because I left the ¢ollege to be
compissioned in the #avy on duly 2, 1943. However, before that
timey Mr. Pomfret had made efforts to find some sort of military
unit which would help the college to use its facilities and to
hold together the faculty and-se~en, through the war years. -“nd—
}1%3 was successful in gaining for the college the javal training
school (chaplains)or the ¢hapla1m$chool of the ﬁavy which was at
that time located at theﬁaval gerating /_éase at Norfolk. The
ﬁas'al '!/raming 5chool for ¢hapla:!.ns moved onto the campus on March
17, 1943. It occupied all of the second floor of James Blair

Hall and had hhe use of two or three classrooms of the third floor ]
of james BlairHall. It also occupied all of 01d Dominion yall,

é"*ﬂ Mmﬁ -(rwf
ind for the first yearvlﬁé{h%it oceupied one or two floors, sha.ring



that dormitory with the undergraduate men. —Pu{%xgarieus times
during the war/«f iﬁmmw&mww,_/ﬁ ;sed Brafferton
Hall for the women £q= the WWAVE. who were trained here to be
chaplains‘ assistants. /f'nd f think they may have quartered waves
in the infimary>and I know that the last place the gave?( o;;;;‘)i/ed
was the (1d Theta Delta Chi House ifih was located on Ricimond
Road{ T think it is something like 600 Richmond Road). The
chaplains also had contracted for the use of Phi Beta Kappa Hall
for graduation every two weeke} #nd it had contracted for the use
of the gymasium and the swimming pool at certain fixed times.
When the (,ihaplam’s $chool moved in here in Marchy/ 1943 they mrouﬁﬁ% N
instructional officers and even later some of their own maintenance
erews. The group numbered about 300 or 359,% consisted of
chapleins and of” chaplains’assistants, enlisted personnel who
assisted the chaplains. The total number of ofﬁcers‘ and men and
women in treining ofiten went t¢ something more than hooémgoward
the end of the war, it deteriorated, the enroliment was redu;ad
to perhaps to a few more than 300. Then Mr. Pomfret was%le to
bring in am%her unit from the ﬂ.mw This was much more than he
had expected. He had been working for both the /{rmy unit and the
liavy unit and would have been happy to have had either one.

W et
; 900 men in the

ASTP ,{ (Amy Specialized Training Pregmlgziwere sent to the college

But as it happeneds he got both of them

on August 15, 1943. Now the faculty had been rdduced as a conseqance
of enlistments of its members,and the unit which was coming in

here was to take a program of studies in basic engineering.

Their work was, for the most part in &:glisha and mathematic% and

physics and related subjects. The faculty for handling that program,
and it was to be a collgge i‘aeultyéimply didn't exist. Dr. James W. M.}Ue_;»)

senTEe at that tiwma $#aallv had o
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Br+—James—"-Milter who was dean of the faculty at that time
really had to scrounge around and find people to do the t.eaching
%@W@é number of wemen, wives of members of the faculty, whe
were drafted into teaching service, ﬂnd there were others who
were brought from a distence. How Famez;? ;;; themy I never knew.
One was a son of Sigmund Freud, #not&zer ene was the son of Oliver
Iodge. They were an interesting group of people)and they got to
work right away to teach these soldiers. We&,ﬁe f; STP boys

were accommodished in Tyler Hall. Now hhe normal capacity of Tyler
was about 50 or 60 men. This was for two men in a room or in a
small suite. The m@bled that and put many more than 100

in that b_nilding. The rest of the unit was housed in the new
gymnasium in double-decker beds which were lined up and down that
floor so that there was room enocugh to get into your own bed but

not much room tc move ir around in there.

crowdedy Weit, gw early moming%ﬂsay from 6330 or ao:ltjhrcughout
the entire day you could see a military unit marching somewhere
around the campus. All of them were fed in the dinﬂ.néhall

had a #afeteria. The ,(rmy :;gsre fed breakfast at one hour, the
students at the Gollege--there were about 1200 of them then--were
fed breakfast at a 1little later time. The chaplains had their own
dininé;oom, the north @oom of i€ Trinkle Hallj /énd they
were given their meals at another time. M—Ez chaplains

started being roused at 6:30 in the morming. The Catholic chaplains
had mass every morning in 0ld Dominion Hall,” The other chaplains
sttended chapel in the Wren Building at I think 7:15.-Maybe it~
was—earlier than that--it-might.-have been.at. 7:00. And then about 7.3¢
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all of the chaplains formed a procession on the crosswalk between
the old 1:Lbrary and the old Phi Beta Kappa and marched across to
the di all. They marched again at lxmcht:ine}anﬂ they marched f o
again for dinner in the evemngj Méh&p%““ hed;&M%t . -

%&{asnmy The ;my marched in and marched out. So there was
a great deal of military activity hereﬁm the /{my unit was
very unexpectedly and suddenly withdrawn in Marchy; 1915%

number of the boys who were here in military duty weres

2

‘3&../\."«4

of.those.hoys-went directly into the Battle of bhe Bulge in
Burope. Well, ds the frmy moved out and the Favy settled down to
CFY) Boey, fnfn S At Frteed AT

its work, Monroce was:svacaied. and women were moved inig-Menrvew ,
At that time, wsey the fall of 194k, the enrollment was made up
of about 1000 women and 200 men. The men were generally underw
agedoger wilitary disabled or veterans. There were a few
young men who had been injured and who had been released from duty
by the fall of 19kh. , Ol Lesked for tho socisl sotivities

~ that they were accustomed to enjoying. Aud Mrs. Lambert and I often
went out to the éi’ficar s ¢1ub at Camp Peary for di.nner) and nearly
always I saw some women whe weren't supposed to be there )but since
I was responsible to the yfavy and not to the ¢ollegeﬁ,~1 didn't
really see them. They saw me. ILet me go back to the resignation of

Mr. Bryan and the appointment of fi\‘ r. Pomfret.
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February i, 1975

Lambert: For the full story of Mr. Pomfret's selection as }‘resident of
the follege s it's necessary that I pick up a strand of history at
the Norfolk ﬁi_;i;ien of William and Mary/ $ince an incident that
occurred there ,\preceeded the retirement or resignation of
President Bryan. This is not to say that Mr. Bryan's resignation
was caused by the scandal at the Norfolk pivisimn but rather that
in time/ the two are related. It should be taken into account
that at the time of his retirement, Mr. Bryan was, I thinl; more
thani}??ejrs old }and I think also that he perhaps wanted to aveid
the complexities of dealing with what was a very nasty and upsett nq
incident. To explain that incident I have to call into the record
the personality of William T. Hedges. This was ﬁr Hodges, an
alumnus of William and Mary in the early part of the century. fie had
undertaken the study of education and about 1919, perhaps earlier

but I think it was 1919, m vama so—the=fol

éollegeéas a member of the department of education and as dsan of
students. He served as dean of students only that one session,

1919 and '20. In the 1918 and 19y there had been a dean of women,
}éut vhen Dr. Chandler became Fresident, he fired her; fhis was
Dean %pper:\;nd Hodges became dean of students. Well, ‘the pressure
to have a dean of women at the college was generated by members of
the American Association of University Womenjwho felt that the women
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ﬁh@—ﬁmmn needed their own offi.cer} A&d so the
office of dean of women was established and Hodges became the p’aan
of men. Hodges left the follege before 1924-=I'm not sure just
when-~to complete the work on his doctorate, And he returned to
William and Mary in I think 1927 ad dean of men. In 19324 he was
transferred to the Norfolk }Sivision of the /rfollege. This was, of
course, & quite new organizatiou)founde%]: believe in 1928,and

it bad grown to the size that made it desirable to have a resident
director /S.nd Hodges was made the resident director or the dean of
the Rorfolk ;Jivmion. Insiugi ,Q? ?ifrs, say 1939 or ho s rumors
began to circulate that Dr. Hodges had either falsified records

or connived at the falsification of records. This was brought te-
light,-brought into the open by an incident at the Naval Academy,
vwhere it was discovered that a record from a transfer from the
Norfolk Pivision had been falsified. In order to clarify the matterg
Mr. Bryan appointed a committee of twe to undertake a cmﬁﬂ.
investigation of the situation at the Norfolk (I{lvision. The
committee consisted of Dr. James W. Miller who was then dean of
the r.culty,}and Miss Kathleen Alsop )who was registrar of the ﬁ’ollege.
Miss Alsop had become registrar about 1933 or '3 following the
retirement of Mr. Herbert Lee Bridges, the first registrar of the
¢ollege. Dean Miller and Miss Alsop confirmed the falsification of
records ) and Dr. Hodges was required to resign. The further con-
sequence of that was that the Southern Association of Colleges and
Secondary Schools ?ﬂi&m the““accreditation of William and Mary.
W%ow )this was a cruel blow) particularly since the crime
complained of occurred at the Norfolk PBivision only] fhere was

nothing whatever wrong with the- William and Mary in Williamsburg,
and yet we were the institution which suffered the greatest m»?" wu7«



as a consequence of that event. Hagyl{r Bryan's resignation

followed upon t.haé% not immedistely, but within say months or
perhaps as much as a year after. AR I don't think it was totally a
matter of the scandal causing his resignatiog Gertainly he was not

Win any respect involved in it.

then set out to find a new president for the ﬁollege. The search was

The Board of Visitors

interesting to me because the Board of Visitors asked that the
faculty appoint a committee to consult with it in the selection of

i

a pmsidem:.f MWeid, the faculty, in a general meetingy first of all

came up with a committee consisting of the department heads. As I
hingbeen

recall it, tliere were 3‘? department heads and you could imagine

)
the consternation of the Board of Visitors when they foresaw the

necessity of a committee of the ﬁ’oard*-three or four people--dealing

Ninebeen Yt fomnd
with ,lg members of the faculty. And so suggestedé;he-ﬂoard

ommithee
smwea;that the 'Beerd;\-be reduced somewhat. Well, in a second
faculty meeting certain criteria for membership on the faculty
committee were established jam:l it was determined that a committee of

{ ouale

e
three would be chosen. The eriteriaconsisted of_such-things-—as one

The
representative from the natural sciences, one from hmna.nitias, one

the. W&u

vnehodedf
frmn,lsoca.al sciemas) a member of the faculty who was an

alumms jand a member of the faculty who was not an alummus )'
flﬁd a young member of the faculty and an older member of the faculty;
/nd a member of the faculty wlio Was also a member of the administration.
There were probably other ~ta. Well, the upshot of the whole
thing was that I, a very young member of the faculty, was one of

the three people appointed to that committee. The other two were

Dr. Roscoe Conkling Young)wha was head of the department of physics)%

@e was an alumnus of William and'l'lary) )}nd Dr. Richard Lee Morton 5



[
~

who was head of the department of history. Dr. Morton was not an
alummis of William and Mary. So we three met with wmembers of the
Board of Visitors 1n particular with Chaxming M. Hall. He was the
son of Dr. J. Lesslie Hall and he was at that time, or perhaps
later, the mayor of the city of Williamsburg. He was a very good
person,é:\’very fine person,and an excellent member of the Board of
Visitors. The Board of Visitors also called into consultation the
President of the Society of the Aluwmi who was Walter F. C.
Ferguson.Wé;i’E:gnson and I had lived across the street from one another
in Leasburgﬁ:c had knoun W&%&aﬁ since about 1917 or 18,
#&W have remained very cloge Qriends down to khe present time.

We were really a very close group of four because Ferguson knew

Dr. Young. Ferguson was—a-physieist:—3He was professor of physics
at K.I.U.) and I think he had known Dr. Morton before the committiee
was put together. At some stage in the proceedings the Board of
Visiccrs narrowed its cholce of a president to two peopler

ﬁne was Dr. John E. Pomfret, who was the dean of the /épper ivision
and }}ra.duate school of Vanderbilt 813.:111'@:':3:ii:yJ And the other was

Dr. cg{nbs (I've forgotten his first name) who was fresidant of Mary
Washington Collsge. Dr. 0qmbs was the brother of "BEv" C;mbs) who

was chairman of bhe State Compensation Commission and who was gensrally
believed to be Senator Harry Byrd‘s right-hand man in the politieal
control of Virginia. I'm statﬂing that rather bluntly but this

was the way he was viewed by a great many people in Virginia.

There were a lot of people on the faculty who were violently opposed
to the election of Mr. Combs. And it was my understanding that

when the new president was electeds it was by a @iumx:&j of one v::teJ
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/dnd the person who cast the determining vote was Dabney Lancaster,
who-was the superintendent of public instruction for the state of
Virginia{:? In any event, here in “the September of 1942 camse along—
along Dr. John E. Pomfret as fresident of William and Mary. He
became the wartime fresident of William and Mary)and he often said
that for the next four years he was not president of a eollege,;{ -
he was running a hotel. Nowy Mr. Pomfret's choice was considered

€
by many to be a very happy one in terms of negoqiation with the

{ s
Southern Association for the #astoration of the W of

William and Mary. I'm not sure how much his experience and his
standing at Vanderbilt influenced thatj /éut the fact remains that
in December of 1942, a very few months after Mr. Pomfret had taken

office, the ateredibation(jof the Qollege was restored. There uas
wergy some talk at Rhat time that Mr. Pomfret was the choice of Mr.
Bryan. I don't think this is true because I don't think Mr.

Bryan wanted to c:on'binue exercising control over the }L’cvllege. He
did become ohan%e:{l.\lor of the yfolleg% }§ut to my certain knowledge
he did not 1nvolv£§ himself in the policy-making or in the operation
of the (}ollege at all. The basis for the charge lay in the fact
that Mrs. Pomf‘ret(&a.rah Pamfref) was the sister of John Wise, who

was the business manager of the Richmond néws;:apers. I don't believe
that Mr. Wise had any voice in bringing Mr. Pomfret to William

and Mary, And I don't think that Mr. Bryan had any wish to

exert any influence, e:i.t‘.herr.q;26 Well, Mr. Pomfret was in a very ironic
situation because he was and is very much of a scholar. He never

ce Ny day
found the details of bx the operation of the fzollege anything except
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-anybhingexceyl a considerable bore ]Knd here he was frasident
e )
of an institution during wartime being concerned with the effectivs

use of the facilities of the /f:ollege and bed prad with

maintaining a faculty which had te vary with the activity of the
}icllega during the war years. g?Because I was in the Navy from
Julyg 1943 until Becembarﬁl%%@l was not-a¥ present at the
;!ollege during the times of greatest impact of war on William and
Mary. I missed, for example, the period during which Mr. Pomfret
and Dr. Morien and others worked most vigorously for the ,‘%ttablish—
ment of thei@i?—of&he _garly American %}istory and gulture.

And while I knew about the famous Kaemmerle editorial :;n the Flat
Hat in Februarys/19i5, I was not on the inside of that activity.

I was released from active duty, released on terminal leave,in
mid-Novembers, 1945 and my leave éxtended until Jamuary 10, 19k6.
Neverthelesg, I had been amxious to return to the /éellage and
during the summer of 1945 had actually submitted a resignation
from the Naval Reserve with strong support from Mr. Pa;%t‘ret on

the grounds that I was needed to be at the %ollega to confront

the problems of the returning servicemen. My resignation was denied,
and /gI gerved out my time. Nevertheless, I reburmned to the
’z(ollege before my terminal leave expired and resumed duty. The
Jfresident and the oerd immedistely promoted me to dsan of students;
{I bad been dean of men before the warl John Hocutt ywho had been
assistant dean of students was promoted to the office of dean of

)
men. And in the spring of 19L46 )ﬁi'bh the expanding responsibilities
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of the office and in particular with additional duties in the area of
admissionf, H. Westcott Cunmingham was appointed secretary to the

s
comnittee on adnﬁ.ssions) so that two of us were involvecc} gith achnission,f
of
When I began work in December, there were perhapsg¢ 200, 250 men
T Csled

enrolled. Mr. Pomfret asked me if I could double the enrollment

by second semester semester of that session of ’ l:S-ié. When I saw

the accumulated unanswered correspondence in the office«I told him
Ifea » we certainly could do it. The veterans were being released
from milit?.:y:;tro;iziz e:f\.? great mzmbera}and they were seeking admission
&o colleges A also. So the enrollment of the college jumped with

the beginning of the second semester. And without going into de-
tails, it made another significant increase in the fall of 1946.
These increases in enroliment immediately imposed serious problems
in housing. }‘lomen remained in Monroe Hall through the session of
l9h6)but they were moved out the next year. Old Dominion, of course
was vacated by the }iavy) and we were abde to use that for housing.
But we also took over five or six war domitories, war workers’
dormitories I guess they were called)which were located on the eight— site
of the Williamsburg ghapping center. One of the buildings was used
as a cafeteria5 /éne was for married students,>and the other four
were for single men. The ;ﬁollege also came into possession of

some dewouctable homes which were erected on I\%tc;ka Court. After
those homes were removed, the property was sold to the city

under sn agreement whereby the city had agreed to provide utilities
if, vhen the houses were vacated | the property would be sold to the
public. So we had two major problems to bandl@ admissioﬁi and
housing. WIn addition, a third problem wmws the conduct of the men.

‘\..er"' -
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The faculty had voted during the war yearé to readmit any former
students, regardless of whether they were in good standing at the
time of withdrawal or not, except that studenis guilty of moral
misconduct were not entitled to this prévilege. As a consequence/’
our former stﬁdents came back to us in considerable numbers. Most
of these men were very wenﬁbehaved. They were older meny ihey
were more aerj.onss ’!auy of them were married and had children and
consequently were not likely %o be troublemakers. There were a few
who were very troublesom:{ /fgain, not & great many. But these
were men who were much older than the average student and who had
had respgnsibilities and activities during the war which didn't
particularly suit them fo%\«éollege environment. Nevertheless,

the achievement of those veterans was highly satisfactory. Their
academic work was first-rate. They did a good job} lﬁxeep’c. for a
few who simply did not make the transition, who were troublesome

tn terms of conduct.and who soon failed Vo meet the academic standards.

)
The two wartime problems which occnrred{ and they are only partially
m‘:@m\a\bei I*m going to mention them boﬁh and then take first one
and then the other and go through them)-w?fow the two problems were
thBe status of the fraternitiss @nd that problem persisted into the
widdle’ 508)?;'50 other was the problem of athletics. In a certain
sense the two problems were #ntertwined because they both were

ganclhwert |

related to the ;;!a:uege's desire to maintain a geod, a large enroll-
ment of men.” Actually, it had been the interest of the #ollege -and- in
enrollment of men that prompted Mr. Bryan in 1938 to appoint Carl
Voyles as director of athletics. Voyles came to William and Mary.

Ty
from Duke and immddiately set to work awd developey{ a strong football
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squad. He brought in a group of freshman in 1939 called the
" Fabulous Freshman; and by 1941 Voyles had a first-rate football
team. In 1942 it had an exceptional record>and then of course the

wag began to reduce the quality of the football, during the war

1
years 4he football didn't amount to anything. Voyles resigned in
19k5. When I came back to the gollege in the winter of 45=6 Reuhen

»Dab% (R. N.) McCray was the head football coach. Now MeCray had
been Voyles % assistant and had been primerily responsible for re-
eruiting. It would be my horseback opinion that McCray was much
better as a recruiter than he was as a fobtball coach. But the
important point was that McCray was expected to carry on at the
point that Voyles had left off when the war came along. And in
the season of 1947 Let-least I-guess) McCray hadfér?gui‘ce,good foot-
ball team. It was a football team that consisted largely of men
who had been here before the war and who had been coached by Voyles.
McCray brought an assistant here by the name of Wilson from Kentucky
as the basketball coach. What I shall hajre to say about McCray
applies ,igiﬁbh a certain sense with Wilsoni‘? Let me digress for just
a moment to describe an admission policy whichflg.y at the base
of our troubles.g the 1920s when Dr. Chandler was trying to build

1
up the enrollment of the Gollege -ané in particular the enrollment

)
of men, he employed members of the faculty and advanced studentss=-
@uniors or senior%éto recruit men during the summer months.
These men went out with a handful of application forms, got the
transcript of the record,and brought it back to the }follege.
Now that kind of recruitment was--aside from athletics--last em-
ployed with the work-study plan in 1942~3. But the athletic de-
partment continued to use that technique in 1946 47,48 and so on.
What would happen was that McCray or his staff would go out to e~

Lom . a » -~ e o . - - . - a - P R A e
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our application forms and get a transcript of the man's record.

They would then bring the record back to me @s director of admissions} s
and I would review the re:;ord simixls;g;? the po:int of view of its
grades, the academic competence of the student and say whether or
not I thought they should go forward with the recruitment. Now
Voyles and I had had several disagreements about several-individual
students. I turmed down a number of Voyles Y candidates ; and that
usually resuited in a very heated argument between Voyles and me.
But once the decision was fully madeg Voyles accepted it and that
was the end of it. He went off and began his recruitment elsewhere.
McCray worked very much the same vay; f!%e“g—vzhen Wilson came iny he
had evidently not worked under a system where the admissions

people attempted to maintain respectable standards. Consequentlys«
when I began to turn down some of the candidates that Wilson pre-
sentec}g Wilson became very much upset gbout i.t,J /And he charged me
with being prejudiced against him and in favor of McCray and the
football boys. Well, McCray was embarrasséd by thisJas I was and
it was agreed that whenever McCray brought in records of football
candidates, Wilson could come along and hear the discussion and

see what kknd of candidates were being tume& down and what kind
were found eligible for admission. In the spring of 1948, wes-
(McCray, Wilscn)a.nd I) had a very heated argument over several of
Wilsonts candidates. md-ife;:;@he argument did not terminate as

the disputes with Veyles had. ’Hhen we had reached a point where it
looked like there was no resolution of the argument at all,

Wilson and McCray got up, and Wilson said, 411 right, Rube. We know
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 what we have to dc;l And with nothing further, left the office.

In the months to come g I gave to his stabeman"; a rather :‘m;idious
meaning. <2%;Zl':n the summer of 1948 Mr. Pomfret approached m;ith a
suggestion that since Miss Alsop, the registrar)was not well and
needed to take a vacation )he would like me to go into the regisprar's
office for one yeary to handle that as a sort of additional duty

and during-that-time to study the organization and the procedures

of the registrar's office and see if it couldn't be developed into

a more effective operation. Well, I had no choice, really. I
accepted the assigmment and moved my office over to the registrar's
office and gave Cunningham more responsibility with respect to
adnissiorf and depended much more on Hocutt for handling the personnel
matters where the men were concerned. Well, of course, both of

thenm were extremely able men}:'\;ba relief that I experienced by

that arrangement made it possible for me to take over the duties

in the registrar's office. During that ;yea.r(S 34855’9} I set out to
study the operation very thorough}y and made a number of changes

in proceduresy, ,A'nd even proposed that a great deal of equipment
that was used be replaced and;i:;haz-z“attempt to make the whole
operation muck more efficient. In the spring of 19}411% in a St
completely roub%y operation--one that was undertaken with every
student who tock a foreign language--we discovered that one of the
athletes was taking the beginning course in Spanish (Spanish 101

and 102) despite the fact that his high school record indicated

th#t he had had two years of Spanish and therefora% was repeating
high school work. Well, wheneveé that happened/ we had to withdraw
credit. So this young man was m’é@y sent a letter saying ee:{'nasmah as
you are repeating high school work 3the credit in Spanish 101
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and any credit you may acquire in Spanish 102 must be ﬁithdrawgi}(@)}
Well, he came into the office to see me and objected very vigorously
that this was not right, that he had not had any Spanish in high
school and therefore was entitled to the college credit. -Welds ’
I did not debate the matter with him at that time.(fi ; simply saic(liﬁfj
would invéstigate it further. f&md\%en I got hold of his transcript
I saw clearly that he was credited with high school credits in
'Spanish) }nd yet there was something about the whole matter that
made me suspicious 1 4né so I sent a blank transcript form to the
high school with a request that the principal, who was a nunff,
provide me with a valid statement of the man's creditﬁéades‘m
credid. I didn't tell her there was any dispute about it at all.
Well, loyf and behold, when the transcript came back to mey he had
not had any Spanish) /And the grades were, in many instances,
different] )éome were raised and( few \gv\reyin unimportant courses
.—a—fes%:ﬂ:xad been lowered. The signature oit the ’/Iot-her ﬁuperior was
not that on the transcript which we had gn the office. Well, this

9‘,} COMNSEL . fj

wasAan extremely upsetting experience 58

beginning then,\ that would be about April or May of 19L9, 7) I began

a systematic review of the records of &e athletes. I must say
that my suspicions were enlarged in part by the fact that there had
been two or three instances of alteration of é\r%dggf Sof students,

#ﬁd this had disturbed me a great deal.
Row throughout that spring we must have had four or five instances
of alterations. We had three instances of the alterations of
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of the record of one man. I won't go into details further than

to say that he was a candidate for admission to:medical schodl ,
and he gained access to the registrar's office at night and modified
his record. -&nﬁ-gecause he was involved in cheating in a class in
biologyy we inves;igated the matter and found that he also was

the one who had modified his own record. Well, that cleared up a Port of
‘pocket, léut. there were other instances of falsification of records
that were unexplained at that time although there were very strong
suspicions as to how these alterations had occurred. Obvicusly s
the security of the office was incomplete, /&xd one of the things
that I did during that session of ‘4849 was to modify the security
to prevent such things in the future. So far as I know we had

no recurrence of it. But I suppose that the alteration of records
made at William and Mary intensified my suspicions about the
alteration of the record of this man/ the alteration of the high
school record of this particular man) ) }nd that prompted me to
undertake a study of the records. It was very difficult to do
anything during the daytime ,80 for three or four nights a week
throughout the late spring of 1949 and the summer and early fall
of 1949, I returned to the office and systematically and thoroughly
examined the records of the entering class over the preceeding
couple of years. By Becembexﬁ I had discovered five or six cases
in which, in my opinion,falsification had occurred. I had got, the
high schocl records and proved the falsification. But I should say
alsc that to my eyé s the falsifications all were made by the same
typevwriter. And these were all athletes. I thought about the
matter for a little while and wrote out a report and took it to

Mr. Pomfret) and I recall that I took it to him on December 5, 1949.
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M&axx I handed him the report, he asked me ,“Do you think McCray
did this? ~ And I said, Mr. Pomfret, I don't know who did it. I
did not make any effort to determine who the cu}pri‘% is but rather

e 53

bnly;%e falsification had occurred. Well, it could mot be McCray ’
and he went on to say that he had known Mcéray for so many years )
and he had known Mrs. Mc_gray and her father, who was the president <! = colleqe
out in Pennessee, I~guessy for a great many years,and he simply

could not believe that I&ccrayﬁiould be in any respect responsible.

I told him again that I had not made any effort to identify the
cuZpri.\tj ?wb that I was immediately taking steps to prevent the
recurrence of it. ﬂhat was I going to do, he asked me. I told him
that I had prepared amemorandum to the athletic department to

say that transcripts of the record inﬂ‘i‘nture would be received on@y
directly from the high school and that the practice which had been
followed in the past was to be discontinued immediately. He was
satisfied with that and handed my report back to me. I met with no
argument abong ,l;‘hange in procedure from the athletic department at
all. They accepted the change and that was thatéﬁ Now there had
been a number of rumors reaching theee;é‘of some of the faculty
members and some of the administration that there were instances of
academic dishonesty in the athleﬁc department. The person who

was mostly directly concerned with that was Dr. Nelson Marshall,

Who was then dean of the faculty, #nd Dr. Marshall began immediate}y
to make some investigations. ~Now=

In the spring of 1950 and the fall of 1950/ Dean Marshall gontinued
to assemble information of the granting of credit to students who,

having registered for the coursa( in the summertime in particular)

did not remain at the ffollege. -Emother Wordsy they Teceived credit
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In other wordsﬁ they received credit in courses in physical educatigon
which they had never attended and in some instances/ they had not
been enrolled. waaa,,l/n either of the late fall of 1950 or the
spring of 1951, Marshall brought this to the attention of Mr.
Pomfret) /ﬁut I'm not sure that he gave Mr. Pomfret all the dstails.
In any eventjﬁ no action was taken) and it is my recollection now

that in the spring of 1951, Mr. Pomfret proposed that McCray be given
a promotion in academicr\@g\g@w- At that time / ‘that would have been
in May or June of 1951 or a little bit later than that) the Board

of Visitors became aware of this. NewAt the time that this was
occﬁrring/? Nelson Marshall was actively pressing Mr. Pomfret to
investigate the situation or take appropriate ac'oion.df" Well, the
Board of Visitors became aware of it and immediately began its own
investigation. And that investigation must have got started along

in July or possibly as late as the first of August in 1951. 1

know that the investigation reached a climax in mid-or late August
1951 fbefo;-'gbecause I was called to Richmond to testify with reference
to the falsifications I had found. The hearing for my part consumed
an entire day, and I felt that I was considerably pressed by some of
the members of the ?oard. Nevertheless, I recall coming back to
Williamsburg _t.hat afternoon with Mr. Pomfret)a.nd when we got back

on the campugir\igre about to part, Mr. Pomfret said,WWell,

I shall submit my resignation. And I said, Why, Mr. Pomfret?

You're not the culpri;\t: " And he said, ;10, but I have lost my use-
fulness for the faculty)and there ?tsw:l/rob& ;ioizzt‘\for me to continue.U
And his resignation came out within z{; hours.ﬁWhile this was going
on, the faculty was becoming very much concermed about the whole

matter,) and thers was an important series of faculty meemtings in Au%%t)
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/ﬁg{i;xara was much concern over who would replace Mr. Pomfret.
It seemed to me that the harder the faculty pressedy the more
adamant was the position of the Board of Visitors that they would
choose the president without regard to the facultiy's wishes or
interests at all. As a matter of fact, thé ﬁactor of the Board of
f""’"‘“‘“‘\
Visitors, Mr.“Shewmake (Oscar L.) said in my presence that
the faculty had never been involved in the selection of a president
and they would not be invited to do so at this time. Well, this
wasn't tme}and I knew it wasn't true because I had served on
the faculty committee which participated in the selection of
gresident Pomfret. In any event, the Board of Visitors chose
Admiral Chandler as President,and he took office in Ocober, I
think it was October 11, 1951. The acting ﬁresident during the
iriterregmm was Dr. James Wilkinson Millexj) who was then professor
of philpsophibut who earlier had been also dean of the faculty.
And now I want to talk about the fraternit.ies)and for this I must
go back to thé beginning of Mr. Pomfret!s term and carry it forward
into Admiral Chandler's term. Shortly after Mr. P?: ifret becanme
lfreaident of the ?ollege in 1942, Governor Darden issued a report
on %@ fratemities in the stat;a-—contro:kled college? Mr. Darden had
become very much concerned about the availability of education with-
out restriction to the young men of Virginia. I say without re-
striction:\”it was his belief, supported by his report, that the
fraternities, again particularly at the University of Virginia,
were a social interference with the pursuit of an education.
Furthermore, they were an unnecessary financial burden that a great

many of the Virginia boys could not bear. Consequently, he indicated

that at the next budget meet ing of the Genmeral Assembly in Virginia

be would recommend that funds be withheld frem any state institution
whioh provided seporste esting and t?ulnf] spaces ot the  men .

wihi Al st ded
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I don't think that he had any motion of sororities; I don't think
that he even mentioned the sororities at all. There were no under-

graduate women at the University of Virginia,and he hadn't thought

)
very much about the situation at William and Mary. Well, his proposal
immediately caused a great uproar. The University of Virginia
Wmmuwmaom of Visitérs appointed a
committee to look into the matier and make recommendations. It

was common gossip that the fraternities at the yniversity had
established a war chest of $10000 or $20000 to fight the Darden
proposal. The Board of Visitors at William and Mary didn't make

any special study of the matter at all, but did vote in one of the
winter meetings that the fraternities would have to give up their
houses at the end of the session 191;2}-3}3. Well, now, this was almost
a moct question because the men wers being drafted right and left.
The ﬁollege had lost men during the session 194142 and contimued to
lose men in 19};23-‘13) so that if no action had been taken still the
fraternities would have had to clese yﬁ because there weren't enough
nén to run them. In the session 191:2}#3 there were ten national

and one local fraternity at William and Mary. Of the ten na‘l;\imal
fraternities, only four had an equity in the house which they were
occupyir)gj #’he rest were rentﬁaeg :g?::g&inc l1{;331:;:;::1;1:;»' of Williamsburg.
Well, in-the spring came a].cmg,/l the fraternity houses were closed,

and the issue was, at least, quiescent for the moment. During the
war years, I think not before 19li, there were several local fraterbties
founded at the }ﬁollege without reference to the fraternities which
had been in existence in 1943. These local fraternities did not

ban on

occupy hdmses and thereforg/ﬁ did not come under thebhand-eof fraternity

housing. When the war was over and the men returned to the p’ollege

in the spring of 1945 and in increasing numbers over the next year—
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numbers—over—the—next yearfandfathalf or so 1 /fhe fraternities came
back into ex:i.stencq)@ ;éheﬁere-pm 'fhera imediatelyirose
the question of housing. Now the four fraternities which had owned
their housing had genera?.lyh,:[ think}lost their housing. The
houses were owned ba;:l:;n?ge corporations. The fraternities rented
their house, from the house corporation,so any action with regard to
the use of th%t house was determined by the house corporation. This
certainly as the case with Lembda
“ Ghi Alpha, Kappa 31gma,xappaupha jand Theta Delta Chi. I know
that Kappa Alpha sold its house,and so did Kappa Sigma and I think
Theta Delta Chi sold their house very early in the war, ;,ouard the
end of the war years it was owned by the ;./ollage and us;d to house
women of the /I(avy. There were no places available in the tewn
et nerPmsbls fon stadenT
for fraternities to rent. Those of us who had—bo-dowith housing
immediately became aware of the problem that faced the fraternities,
and we started off first of all attempting to assign fraternities
to specifically designated areas of the dormitories. For instance,
we had one fraternitity in #scti.on A of Tgliferro Hall jand another
one was in the f£hird floor of one section of Tyler Hall. Another
one had the east Ralf of the third floor in Monroe Hall and so on.
I don't know that all fraternities had space of thai sort but we
were attempting to accommodate the fratermities into specific areas
of the dormitories. From the outset, this really didn't work. It
didn't give the fraternities the sense of independence that they
wanted. It didn't provide them with the lounge and social
quarters that they felt were essential. All they could do was to

rent an extra room and somehow or other furnish that and call it a
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1onnge [éut. it wasn't at all satisfactory. The fraternities, then,
acting through their mter;fratemny cmmci.l)became quite aggressive
about the providing of room housing space for them. I don't know
what happened to the Darden zeport in the meantime, but it certainly
was not a consideration in 19&7:-‘3. The ﬁollege was aware of this
situation and decided to investigate and see what they could do.
Well, Jobn Hocutt, the dean of men and Charles J Duke, the bursar,
set out to visit a mumber a number of other colleges to see )
how they provided housing for their fraternities. ~Mﬁﬁy
visited Duke and Wake Forest and I think University of pichmond and
several othars; ‘I'm not sure which ones they were. In any event,

Mr. Duke and Mr. Hocutt came up with a proposal that the ﬁollgge
build lodges)«’%each lodge to accommodate two men who would have a
caretaker role in managing the lodge)and the lodge would be the
place for social activities and for the meetings of the fraternity.
Well, in the trouble that occurred before that decision was made,
the fraternities were somebimes aggressively difficult. I recall
that on one occasion they hanged Mr. Pomfret in effégy from a tree
which then stood at the corner of T;Iizerro Hall. 4And I recall also

going in a great rush thutedd tell Mr. Pomfret that he was Mmg
& B

in feffggy E o, and he said =and-*hef

{oung men,

«said, no dean has ever lived until he has been hanged in effggy.
B 54?' ! aal
Don't worry about it. Well, it's wdg&ie&t of Mr. Pomfret

tha‘b of7 that sort did not worry him at all. He left it up to

Charlie Duke and John Hocutt to do any worrying that was needed.
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@The fraternity lodges were built and I must say that from t}ée ﬁint
of view of fraternity spirit, the character of fraternmities ,j%ha
behavior of men, they were a disaster. I don't know what went
wrong, but in any event, they were really the center of an enormous
amount of troublesome behavif?r. There was a very important shift
in social 1life in the pexﬁ.odi;:f%;re the war to the period after
the war. In the periocd before the war the sorority houses were very
much the centers of social life on the campus. In the period after
the uazj,Z the sororityes completely lost their importance as places
for social activities} and the lodges took it over. There were a
nunber of things that were difficult for me to desl with from the
point of view of maintaining the integrity and quality of fraternities.
For example, the sororities used to go to the fraternity lodges en masse.
~BIBAS Sy They required every one of éhe{f"mnbers to take part
in the activity at the fraternity lodges. I thought this to be a
gserious mistake )ahd I thought also that for a sorority to take over
an activity of that sort, even though it was a matter of sorority A
A having a social affair with fraternity X, still the fratermity
was relinquishing‘ its normal responsibility for the activities
that went on in ;ﬁ;ﬁshouse.‘ There was another thing that I thought
very seriously weakened the-sororities, the fraternities I /fnd
that is the m);rging of fraternity lines so that you had what was
calledﬂlodga -hopping.)} A group of students--whatever size--would
start out 0;; Saturday night at one lodge and move bo the next and so

theoug h
on/\nntéfirthe nine lodges that were occupied by the fraternities.
The fraternities lost their individual distinctiveness;‘ ere
were even rumors that fraternities were discussing their rituals
and their secrets with one another. I don't know how much truth
there was in that )but ’certainly there was enough truth for some of

lna wndd vt a2 A ¥ s B T o o e » - - -
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the natbional Fraterntties o beacme grestly ccicerned abovt

4f Well, in 1951 Admirel Chandler was made Fresidentyl In 1952 John
Hocutt resigned in order to afecept the position of dean of students
at the University of Delaware, 7£ad }:n the fall of 1952 Joe D.
Farrar was made dean of men. I think almost the first thing that
Farrar attempted to handle was the fraternity activities. Now the
}dmiral was very much concerned about the drimking of the students.
The only regulation against drinking at that time at—that—tiwe: was
that the g.@llege drsws a clear line of demaz;ation between the use
and Bbuse of alcoholic beverages. While drinking was permitted,
misconduct, whether associated with drinking or not, but most
particularly if associated with drinking, was held reprehensible.
The fraternity parties were very oftan Just straight-forward beer
parties)and the fresident of the student body in one of the years
of the earlsg 50s was the wholesaler for beer for the fraternity
lodges. In the fall of 1952, the&Tratériities, the conduct of the
fraternities had developed to the point where Farrar was spending
almost every Saturday night in the fraternity lodge area. That
fall I was taken ill. (I had shingies, which broke out about the week
before Thanksgiving. I had had a very heavy load of work for several
ﬂeeks) ‘”&6]50’0?0311 that just before I developed shingles I had left
here atg,‘si:x—o—!e%eek in the morning to go over to an ggstem /g}ore
town to attend a school meeting and that evening I had gone to a
second school. Then John Hocutt had taken me up to Wi:lnd.ngton,
Delauare) armmdj\mw at nigh%i) and I had takeri a
train up to Philadelphia in order to board theA‘Avana limited
at/:;fx:*o"urocle to get in Richmond the next morning at/sma .00
oletocks Well, I was at home sick for a week or so and then went to

Florida until after the beginning of the new year.> In my absenced
things came to something of a crisis in the fraternity lodges. ¥
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I think that maybe the thing that most upset the Admiral was that
one girl down at the fraternity lodges got j;‘urery drunk and had gone

e
back to the dormitory and had fallen out of bed. Whether she had

4
a concussion or a fractured s ul;; ;Gbc{on't know. But in any event,
he then closed the fraternity lodges, pending further oonsideration
of the matter. Well, that was at the end of 1952 yand in 1953
there was a series of meetings with interﬂfratemity council,
with the panhel],z}me conncil, with the student body, with representatives
of the fratemities and go t'm,.t “all sorts of groups met. In effect,
khe /A/dmiral simply stood off the group and Sjid he was not going to
permié‘%;havior to continue -2s-4t-had. And j;n 53 he
wrote the first of several editions of a regulation barring the
posgession and use of alcoholic beverages on the campus. Finally,. —
and I think it must have been in late 53 or early’Sh; “the Board of
Visitors did establish the prohibition regulation. The conflicts
which we had with the students then were every bit as severe as the
worst conflicts that occurred in the late 60s and ’705. I must say,
however, that by 1955 or '56¢ the situation had mpravad a gre&t deal
so far as the relationship of the administration and fraternities ard
sororities was concerned. The }dmiral was beginning to be accepted
in ways that he had not been earlier. The matter gquieted down quite
considersbly before the #dnﬁral retired in 1960 to be succeeded

by Dr. Davis Y. ?aschil—l:/j)

(Of course one could say that one of the factors im producing the
¥
somewhat quieter atmosphere after 195546 was the fact that by that
{ spring of 1955, a2 position had been taken by the administration and

by the Board of Vi:éiﬁoi‘é that the use and pdssession spd-use—of
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of alcoholic beverages on the campus would not be permitted. In other
words, the question was no longer what effect students could have in
'{3&(’{'« doe aﬁ«[?{t(j

determining what the regulation was. It was a fetat-compldt
R
/A'nd I think that as a consequence of that, the situation was some-

what bettered.
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was<th s’
Fmily: One of the questions I wanted to ask about 195%%&; was beer the

issue,or was this symptomatic of a deeper division between the presilent
and the students?

Lambert: Well, I think that there was a deeper division between the
president and the students. I don't think beer was necessarily
symptomatic. It was rather the focus of a widely<felt difference
between the president and the students. I think really the focus
of that difference lay for the most part% in the president’'s back-
ground of dealing with young people. He had come out of the ‘avy)adax
he had a very great faith in the effect of?regulation. He believed
in a strong disciplinary system )and I should sayﬁ not only a strong
disciplinary system but high academic standards. He fought with
the committee on academic;mn many occasions on the grounds
that the committee on academic status was not establishing and
supporting academic standards as high as he thought they should be.
But the president had very little understanding of the problems <'>f
growth and adjustment bhat characterized the adolescent and young
adult. He did not really give much leeway for ),

/Aexperimenta'ba.on and 1earningHe felt? ﬁxfeway to induce social
change in students was through the prom}'a:gation of a rule or regulation.
Now that, I think, was fundamental to the conflict which existed
between Admiral Chandler and the student body. And thi consumption
of alcoholic beverages ‘providad a very ready referenc%mint for that
conflict. So that became the focus rather than a symptom of the

canflict which persisted in some considerable degree throughout
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the entire period of his presidency.

Emily: Another one of the conflicts between Chandler and the students
that flared here in the mid-50s was over the Flat Hat and its
editorial responsibility. I wonder if you'd comment on this situatin’

Lambert: Well, I suppose that that issue really developed long before
Admiral Chandler's terg. Throughout the period of the’BOs and the
early}hoS the Flat @ had been completely independent of any
administrative direction or contro. 4 When the famous Kaemmerle
editorial was published inF:blg?iji; Dr. Pomfret had a very serious
problem on his hands because the people who took exception to the
opinions expressed in the editorial wrote to the president of the
;./ollege and demanded that something be done. Well, at that timess
Dr. Pomfret established a committee of the faculty@-the committee
on publications. That committee had aunthority only to advise/;

It had no directional authority, ft had no supervisory authority,
?ut any issues which arose regarding the publication of the g]_;a;b
;llf.f_ might be referred to that committee for advice and guidance.
Well4 now, that committee continued in existence from 1945 and with
changes on down to the present time. But when the ,Kdmira.l came in,Z
he began to take the position that that committee should have a
directive force> directiye authority over the Flat Hat. Welld4
now ,the 5,‘.3:?} Hat was expressing student opinion. There is no doubt
about it)“ ;t reflected very well the dis?ident opinion which
developed in the early )508. And the issue then came sbout as to
&*at exi;en’c:T etmttee on publications could direct and control
A
the Flat Eit. This raised the )ébmader issue which was felt and

studied here and at other colleges and that is@ to what extent is a
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collegé newspapsr an independent publication) free of any sort of
control by the administration and facultyf To what extent is it
controled by the students or student government? And frankly,

while both President Chandler and President Paschall assumed the
role of publisher of the paper with responsibility of the editor
and his staff to the publisher, the studanits never fully accepted
that role. They felt that despite the fact they were supported

by a cmpuls;ry fee assessed against all students in the ﬁollege,
still the editor had the right of freedom of speech and freedom

to write anything in an editorial thal he wanted to. Now thers had
been other instances of that all along. They were never so trouble-
some that they could not be resolved through discussion between

the deans and the editor or between the editor and the publicatioms
committee. Then also the president(ss Admiral Chandler)felt that
there should be one persén who was called a publicatiox;zs advisor.
Now as a matter of fact, he appointed to the English department two
different people who served as publications advisors. Their function
as the /Kdmiral saw it was very different from their function as
they and the students saw it. The admiral felt that they had to==
control and direction of the Flat Hat. The students felt that
these people were there truly as advisors. The advisors felt that
their purpose was to guide the students in good jemrmalistic
techniques ; and they provided a critique of each paper after it came
out)and they discussed with the students ways of improving the quality
of the paper. But I can't recall any instance;& ?aall, let me say

in my knowledge there was no instance in which these people/ these

two publications advisoré) raled out editorial or news copy in advance.
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They felt very strongly that the editor had the responsibility for
determining what went into the paper, and they were quite willing to
discuss it after its publication but not to provide ,%emorship in
advance. Well, the issue was never settled to the satisfaction of
either Admiral Chandler or Dr. Paschall although, the latter part
of Dr. Paschall's term the issue seomed $eo-have—gateted—down, to
have died down> ﬁut the issue was never resolved to the complete
satisfaction of the students and certainly the belief that the

)

editors wers free to write and say whatever they wanted to was
in eng wey
never apridged.

A

Emily: One more question on the 1955 situation is, did the deiral
see student opposition as a challenge to his position as f'residant
of the ;éonege?

Lambert: You might say a challenge or a threat to his role as /érasident
of the /dollege) /énd I would have to say no. I'd say no on at leas:t
two grounds. ﬁumber one is that I don't think the %dmiral viewed
himself as a professional educator. I don't think that he considered
that his future lay in a collgge presidency. I think that he was
not financially threatened by it)and he was not professionally
threatened by it. I do think that he saw himself as tha successor
of his father. He had great admiration for his father) and very often
his decisions were in terms of what he knew or thought his father
would have done under similar circumstances. Now'%lt suppose there
is some suggestion that he felt threatened in the fact that he had

and he/in turn, submitted the

)
reports to the Board of Visitors. This was not to give justification

/‘
the staff prepare rxumﬁerous reports.
f
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~Phiswas not—togivejustification to his position. It was rather

an expression of what he believed to be appropriate administrative
procedure for the head of the institution acting in a subordinate

role to the Board of Visitors. But I dong believe I would say

that there was in that any expression of ihe felt threat of any sorCt.
to the %‘dmiral in terms of his profession or any other personal re-
spect. As a matter of fact, I will not say that the 4dmira.l flourish-
ed under conflict, but I will say that he did not avoid a conflict.

He faced up to an issue and d;lt with it. He might not have d;lt
with it in the way that others would have, But he did not act like

a man who was threatened or afraid of the consequemes of what he
might do. He was very outspoken. He not only tolferated differences
of opinion, he invited differences of opinion. I can recall a gre{’;t
many conferencesﬁ which I and other administrative officers had

wi:th him in which we disagreed quite strongly from his decision.

Now this didn't mean that we su:j—l{ he decision he made. No,

we advanced our point of view,and he refused to accept it or pre-
ferred his own and used that as the line of action. The subordinate
officers accepted that and d;lt with it. But he didn't behave as a
frightened man would and base his action on ways of avoiding con-
flict or of avoiding responsibility oriivoidigg anything which might
threaten hbs position as fresident of the %ollege. I think that
would be very foreign to his personality and make: up.

. Before leaving Admiral Chandler and his term of officesI'd like to

| say something about his participation in public events at the F/ollege

and about his social life. The Admiral and Mrs. Chandller were wonder-
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ful peéple for entertaining. At first I was puzzled but later I

came to understand what was happening when during the day the Admiral
and I would differ sharply on some issue and then that evening we
would have dinner with the Chandlers or attend a reception or some=~
thing of the‘ sort and nobody could be more courteous and more cordial
than the Admiral and Mrs. Chandler. I¢in time came to understand
that the Chandlers, or the /dxm}.ral in particular, made a very
important distinction between one's personal relationship and one's
official relationship. In personal lifes the Admiral and I were
pretty good friends; in official lifey there were times when

we differed sharply. I must say this, however, in the man's bshalf’
that I never lacked knowledge on what his position was. I knew

very clearly what the &dmiral believed and what he intended to do.

As 1 sayy I might have differed with him )but I carried out what he
expected me to do and that never had any bearing on our personal

' Lhe

and social relations. I suppose thalthat-ds-related-tu—thst 4ahility

that he had to make this distinction is related to his )‘avy experience.

But there is one other thing that was related to his #avy experience
and that is his ability to carry out a public event, a public affair
of distinction@ ;Edr ‘commencement or for a public convocation or any-
thing of that s;rté}/he had very good ideas of how i% should be done,
was very demanding og his committees)but his affairs were always
wellfmn and T think did credit to the ¢011ege and to him. The
comnittee that worked under him often had a very rough time of it
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becausé while he didn't igébend to do all the work himself, he was

always fully aware of all the detalls of planning and arranging

and upheld the highest standards of accomplishment. He made us work

hard in order to put the affair over, ﬁu’e it always went over very
cnedilabe

smoothly and in a very credible fashion.

I never knew the innerdiorkings of the shift of the Admiral imto

the position of Pfesident of the GColleges and I never knew the

considerations which resulted in the selection of Dr. Paschall as

JFresident. I did know, hcgt;ver, that Dr. Paschall's love of the

’iollege and of the senior Dr. Chandler were very deep ,and I once

remarked to the #dmiral after he had been taken ill down in

Florida that at that time I was pretty sure I could name the nekt

#resident of the fﬁollege)and—}m in response to his question es +o

who it would be? I told him it would be Paschall. And he said,

e

why do you say that?’ And I said, Ilecanse ever since he was a

A

student here in college, Dr. Paach;u has wanted to return to William
and Mary. ’ Well, Dr. Paschall did return to William and Mary and
became President in 1960. I knew nothing of the details of operation
of the two offices-~that is the office of Dr. Paschall as )‘resident
of William and Mary in Williamsburg and Admiral Chandler as

;‘rasideut of }‘he Colleges. I had hardly any dealings at all with

the /(dmiral thereafter but had the usual responsibilities of dean
and registrar to Dr. Paschall. I bhink I should say that I had

gone into the registrar's office in 1948 at Mr. Pomfret's request

to spend one year.’ It was during that year, ’h&’-‘ﬁ?, that the football
scandal began to emerge. And furthermore Miss Alsop, although she
returned to teaching secretarial science in the session)hﬁliﬁ)was

not able to resume her work as registrar. So for those two reasons



and because I had not completed all the changes in procedure and

personnel up=and equipment that I had anticipated, {—W

I decided to stay on until the situation was clarified. Well,

when Admiral Chandler was elected /E‘resident,hiba came to the

?ollege right away on October 11, 1951/ I think that is the datel )
And he met with the staff in his office. We had a brief exchange

of greetings. Then after the others had been dismissed/?I was called
back and the Admiral said, I knew of you through father(éthls was
Dr. J. A. C. Chandle%and I'm aware of what your role has been

in all the recent activities )and I have respect and regard for your
capability) and I want you teyex to stay on with me until the work is
cla.rified.” Well, I stayed in that office until 1965 despite the
fact that 1 hady, on several occasions asked President Chandler and

President Paschall to be releasedvrelieved of responsibilities of

registrar. I—think—that whenDr:Paschall became Previdentat——
Wiltitam-and Mary
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Lambert: I think that when Dr. Paschall became president of William
and Mary/ there was a fairly prompt improvement in student morale
and in relations between the students and the administration. I
suspect that part of this was simply the fact that?h:ontrast in
relationsi?;:wbrm. Paschall and Admiral Chandler was rather great.
Dr. Paschall went out of his way to encourage students to call upon
him in his office) and he was generally a great deal more approachable
than Admiral Chandler was, /(nd he was more popular with the students,
at i.east for the first few years. But I think that the total
period of his presidency was one of the most difficult ones I could
imagine. There were a number of reasons for that. 'ﬁhis was a
period of unrest in colleges throughout the entire United States,
and William and Mary shared 'in that general unrest, although in my
opinion we had less severe W of unrest and activism than
most colleges of our character and size. If I were to &ttempt
to characterize the entire period aside from simply saying that it
was a period of activism i.hud a rekistiveness and ory general dis-
order, I would have to sayqi was a period in which the central
issue was that of student self-determination. Throughout most of
the periody the studentsfwers as vigorous in seeking self-determin~
ation as the administration, generally speaking) was in denying them

the right of seli-determination. Before the period was concludec;,é?

A

4 the students and the administration were in a relationship where

the complete lack of communication made very difficult any positive
progress, any worthwhile change. However, let me point out more

specifically the faciors which composed this rather broad issue of
self-determination. I suppose the first ome that came tc notice

was eower the selection of a commencement speaker. It—alsowasa<T
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/e &
phich—e second( '»a:’subord:inateD

issue awesme, and-thadt—4s the right of self-direction of the publications.
A ‘ﬁhird issue wsu%}zﬁ% that of social rules. A fourth or general

I\
issue would be that of the Viegjlam affair and a fifth would be the

)
role of students individually and of student goverrment in the rights
and responsibilities of stuﬁents.??let we return to the issue of

the commencement speaker. So far as I knowg' until the 1960s

there was never any student participation/ never any senior class
participation> in the selection of a commencement speaker. A desire
to have a voice in the selection of a commencement speaker was
manifested in Dr. Paschall's first year--the session 1960%’5.

I don't remember that it was anything more than an expms;ion on

the part of the seniors of a wish to participate. In the next year,
1961)-,-\62 s the issue arose and was supported very vigorously by the
senior cf.lass apd by the “l"‘}”a;t Hat. I recall that in the spring of
1962 nrﬁi giszchz%ore ,who was the editor of the Flat Hat, came to see me
and said that he wanted to talk w{’é.h Dr. Paschall about an editorial
which ke intended to run that week in the Flat Hat. Dr. Paschall
was out of the officés - fle had been out for scme little while because
of illnessi} /ﬁut he was communicating with the other administrative
officers and myself) and I asked if he would be willing to talk with
Sigzemore. He agreed readily and set up an appointment for him.
Sizemore and I went to the President's gouse} and Sizemore told

the /éresident very forthrightly that hecintendad to publish an
editorial whi..ch‘uould in effect take the }(resident to task for not
hearing the students' recommendations with respect to the selection

of a commencement speaker. Dr. Paschall heard Sizemore out) and he
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expressed the hope that he would not say anyibing that he would have
to take back or sey—sanydhinsg that he would later regret and so on.
After Sizemore left the President's Housegy the Fresident asked me
if I*:hfoegbh:hat Sizemore was going to do whgt he had said. I told
him that I was sure he was going to &o exactly what he had said.

The /ﬁ'esidant doubted i; and said that he knew Sizemore's familyéhe
did.,wﬁe had been in college with Sizemore's mother and father)

and that he didn't think that Sizemore would write as vigorously as
‘he had said he would. Well, the Flat Hat came out on Thursday or
Friday) and the editorial was published in almost exactly the words
that Sizemore had used in the conference with Dr. Paschall. The
following Monday morningﬁzlsaschall called me to his office and said
that he wanted to talk with the editor and the editorial PBoard of

o o

the Flat Hat in the Blue Room at /\eieven—ele&eck;: He asked me to

assemble the group for him. I did so)and when we met,Dr. Pasoha}l
very vigorously took Sizemore to té{sj for his writing. %,nge
consequence of that was that the staff and the editorial ﬁoard of
the Flat Hat backed up Sizemore very strongly and by the same tq%;n
opposed the President very strongly also. That was an event which
marked the beginning of a conflict‘«:‘t& existed throughout Dr.
Paschall's term of office. Fairly strict rules were written‘fl
won't call them rules, fairly strict procedur;{definibe procedure
was issued on the role of the senior class in nominating possible
commencement speakers. And over the next few years,, that procedure

was followed. The /éenior class did nominate spéakers) ut very very



rarely was a speaker chosen who was nominated by the class.

This wasn't any lack of cooperation on Dr. Paschall's part}“ #t

was simply that very often the students were somewhat ovexga.mbitious
or unrealistic in their choices of speakers. The principle that the
selection of a speaker lay totally in the hands of the president was
never accepted by the students} although it was reiterated repeatediy
by the #resident. The fﬁ‘__l_a_t I}f._t s of course, was involved in that
confliet for a long period of time )and it was also involved in the
conflict over social rules and over the students' statement of
rights and responsibilities. All of this raised questions as to
how mach freedom the Flat Hat,and the editor to the Flat Hat in

particular)possessed in the e:):pression of opinion. Aad«glthough
Dr. Paschall believed very strongly that the publications committee
had an important responsibility in determining the freedem of

the editor and the staff’ either the publications committee nor
the Flat Eg._t editors agreed with him. So this was a persistent

————

conflict throughout the entire eleven years of Dr. Paschall's

ot thab pecicd
presidency.J{ The social rules at the begimmg,\(;%o\, were fairly
rigid, fairly strict. Alcoholic beverages were prohibited.
The student ownership and use of automobiles was prohibited. There
was no visitation between the men's and women's dormitories. The
rules were virtually the same that had been empiioyed say, ?Q‘r;e%rs
earlier at the pollege. And there was a great deal of student
pressure to modify those rules. Well, as a matter of fact, during

Dr. Paschall's presidency regulations were pretty broadly modified}
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)z(n-; only after a great deal of conflict and hard feeling. The
automobile regulation was modified in two steps, to pemit first
seniors and later seniors and juniors t¢ own and operate cars at

the gollege. The housing requirements were modified first of all

in permitting smdents{,&mye;rgn%f age and older to live off-campus
in town. The liquor regulations were modified in 1967, I think, to
permit students who were legally el\%igible to purchase, to possess,
and to consume alcoholic beverages to do so. The social require-
ments proved the last and most vigorous conflict between the students
and the administration. I say the most wigorous because the conflict
culminated in a federal case .Ct(‘l'he subject of greatest dispute in
the latter part of the period was over the statement of student
rights and responsibilities. When Dr. Paschall became #residentﬂ
we had in existence a committee called the general cooperative
committee. It had been formed in l9h0)and it considted of

t;sually four members of the administration, four members of the
fauulty}and eight or nine students. There also existed a committee
on the student activities fee made up of the administrative offiéez;,g
<I was the chairman for nearly;%&rby?earg, the editors of the E\c{%:_: »

the literary magazine, the nswspaper, the #resident of student
government,and the chairmen of the débate council. There were four
faculty members on the committee, one of whom was financial advisor.
The student asctivities fee committee was what was }eft of a student
activities committee which was established in 1935?\6. I suppose 1
reaily should go back and raise the question of how that student
activities committee came into being. In the early part of the
)éepressien when J. A. C. Chandler was ?‘resident,,% there was aﬁoard oF

{ﬁontrol)which consisted of representatives of people who shared in

a—eeupuaﬁ;gy fee, That #oard of 'yl/ontrol regulated the financial =fPfsics
GT’T""‘“f :
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s of the publications
of student govermment, of a dance club )and. I suppose debate~-I'm

not sure. Student govermment in the period from sbout 1931 to

1935 was, to put it bluntly, extremely corrupt. In the spring of

1935 the student leadership farrga.r:c:i.za.i;.’t.or(l:9 @%i‘éron Delta Kappal wrote

a recommendation to Presi/.@nt Bryan tﬁf resulbed in the doing of

two things. #‘1rstthe elimination of existing student government ,\@»

and the substitution of a compulsw fee for the voluntary fee of>
Iké‘gigot the co&mnitteawgi:at reviewed that but I know that Mr. Bryan,

through the acting dean of men Professor Vaughan Howard of the de-

)
partment of govermment, appointed a committée consisting of Dr.
Howard and Dr. Fowler and Mr. Cox and Mr. Gibbs and myself and thewe
may-have—been—some others}which recopmended that in general the

report of tige %n&e—rea Dg&:ta-l(@appa—be accepted. This had the effect
of ‘bakihg out of the student's hands all self-govermnment. We wrote
the requirements for ofﬁ.ces) }ée prepared the budgets for the variaus
organizations receiving funds from the student activities fee}

/Kn'd in generalﬁ took over a great many responsibilities that students
had had and should have had. The General Coopeistuive

committee came into effect in 1940 ;and at that time we returned to
;he students a great many of the rights and responsibilities

which we had removed in 1936. The student activities committee

was modified to be called the student activities fee committee)

#nd the g/eneral cooperative gmmit'bee had the general responsibilities

of communication between faculty and administration and students and

very little in the way of strict policy%king anthorﬁy. It was
—r’
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really a communicative organization. Well// now, the reason I

mentioned this is that throughout the period of yrm%landler's E%m-rzﬁ*}

presidency, that general cooperative committee had become less and
less efféctive. Issues arose which coi!.ld not be delt with by

that ocommittee. This had the effect of undermining the authority,

M;or%h of that committee and by the end of Admiral Chandler's

term of office, the %:eneral ?ooperative committee was/a{/ in general

quite ineffective. In the e;rly 1960s we began to strengthen that

committee by more frequent meet ings and by slightly more responsibility.

It became a fairly effective organization.) ﬁut still there were
issues which could n:ot be déjlt with by the general gooperative

conmittee. The general cooperative comittee had the right -to—recom-

meﬁd’ to transmit recomendations to the }{resident of the /Géllege }am(

New in the early '60s that committee began to concern itself with

the way in which the students wers regulated in the dormitories )

and it began to concern itself with the total issue of rights and
responsibilities.dr:[ think it was about 1962 that the American

Association of University Professors published a little pamphlet

on student's rights) and about 196k¢ the students began to aggtate

for the acceptance of a statement of students' rights. In 1965

this was the central concern ove;’of the general gcsoyerative

committee ,and in 1966 )a.fter a number of viry lengthy and heated
eetings )the general cooperative commttee prepared and forwarded

to the }‘msident a statement of student rights. In the meantime/
the whole issue of student rights was gaining prominence throughout
the entire United States. The statement prepared by the general
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cooperative eomnittee was forwarded to Dr. Paschall in the winter of
1966; ﬁut he did not deal with it. -Angd by 1967, the Association of

Governing Boards of American Colleges, the National Association
Personnel »

o 7 of Student Rnesscand-»e%her dministrators )and the American Council

4
(L

S @

@C g % on Education all had become involved in the issue of student rights.
S'C\H & e
fie w;f-m);« And there were two or three sample documents / model documents)pre-

2%
Apared by these organizations. By the fall of 1967 /,Dr. Paschall was
fully aware of the whole issue but did not take action on the state-
ment which had been submitted by the General Cocperative Committee.
In the spring of 1968_ 3 he began the preparation of another statement
called the gtatement of Rights and Responsibilities. Now the

"and respon;ibilities" added to the statement of student rights

was to emphasize that every right that the students had carried
with it a related responsibility. Ard Ehe statement which Dr.
Paschall prepared was presented to the l;oard of Visitors and adopted
by the Board at its meeting on August 12, 1968. This statement was
dffferent in a great many respects from the one which the General
Cooperative Committee had prepared. And the statement carried in an
appendix the elimination of the student activities fee committee and
the _general cooperative gommittee and the substitution, therefore,
of ahBoard oi: Student Aff;airs. The Board of Student Affairs had a
membership which was not markedly different from the membership of
the General Cooperative Committee,

The Board of Sﬁdént Affairs began functioning in the fall of 1968,
and I should think that almost the first order of business was

to review the statement of Rights and Rasponsibilities adopted by

the Board of Visitors without student cOOperat:.on thigbas re-

peatedly brought up. -And it contained a great many things that the
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students did not want to accept. Throughout that that year )68;3,
a committee of students met with a committee of the Board of Visitors.
A& j:jhere were many points of agreement reached )and a si‘;at-ement was
carr:ied to the ﬁoard in the meeting of June/ 1969. But:\the meantime 4
the officers of student governmenty hadg as usual been elected,and
the old officers who had participated in the preparation of the STotement ob
gtudent ;:ights and ‘{/:esporxsibilities went out of office, and the new
;nes who,came in ra.;Lsed a totally new set of objections. A4s a
consequenceg there was a great deal of disagreement still persistiﬁ:g
between the Board of Visitors and the students. S0 we began with
that in 1969:70) and I don't think that throughout that entire year
we made any real progress at all}primarily because in the meantime
the whole matter of students rights to self-regulation in the
dormitories had become far more important to the students than the
statement of student rights and responsibili%ies.
K# The issue of self-detemination in student residence halls
arose first with the right to hold open house, that is,a time when
men or women might visit freely in one another's dormitories.
There had been one or two instances of open houses in the dommitories
in the very early 60s. These had been affairs in which the students
were very careful to keep the bedroom door open,and the dormitory
was generally dressed up for the affair) and they were not matters
of personal self-direction but rather activities carried out by
:%Q;.n the late
60s [ '68 ;69) open hoﬁse had come to mean that the dormitory would be

everybody in the dormitorys i.’t was an open house.

~r

open virtually all day long and much of the evening for students to

come and go as they wanted. In other words, throughout the daytime
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and into a good part of the night women could visit in the individual
rooms of the men)and. the men could visit the private rooms of the
women in their dormitéries. For a long while the issue centered on
what hours, what days, how longxand when open house might be held.
But the term open housa/;as the students used it in the late 60s
was enbtirely different from the term /bpen honse”as they had used it
at the earlier stage. A real climax arese—iny occurred in late
October{ I would think it was October 27, l9692when the students
simply defied the administration and held opsn house on a Saturday
night without conformismg to azwfrf;lations which had been stipulated

/\ 5 for the open house -This had been pretty well announced, there wasn't
|4

fd/w about it. It was quite broadly publicized,

/nd as I recall it,;? the Board of Student Affairs had been presented
with a lemorandmno%support which the student members of the ﬁoard did
supp?iz; . Dr. Paschall knew t?a;:\his was coming, and so did the ﬁean
of menBarnes ythe p‘ean of ﬁomen Donaldsen,and I . Dr. Paschall
uorked out his own scheme for dealing with this, /ﬁnd it consisted of
~witd arming the dean of men with a statement which he was to read in
the presence of any violat;&g of college regulations to the effect
that he or she was in violation and that if he or she did not
immediately leave the area that person would be considered suspende'::d
from the [z‘follege. Despite the fact that it was a lengthily worded,
lengthily prepared, lengiihily stated document, it wasn't totally
clear.and it caused a little bit of trouble later on. WJE.;
students w? were placed under arrest, so to spealsand the ,I‘residen‘b
suspended them. The students appealed directly to the fresident after

that. The Board of Visitors finally heard their cases and I'm not

)

« PN
sure of all the details )but they were in effect redinstated. About
. . S
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the same time that that happene% a boy and a girl were found
guilty of violating the regulations at me}nunbar ﬁmldmg which was
used as a dormitory, the James Blair Terrace Bu:.lding) ﬁnd that be-
came a disciplinary issue. The conduct of the ten people who were
arrested g‘m that so-called "dorm-in" was never brought before the
coomittee on @liscipline. But these other students-~I think there
were four of them altogether--were brought before the committee on
discipline. We took action and suspended all fcur. Now those four
students brought suit against the ;éonege, the President, the

}Eean of ﬁen,&:ﬁﬁe y{ean of }&omen. I felt somewhat slighted that as
chaiman of the ccmittee on discipline

which had acted to suSpend them, I was not also the snbject of the

e

suit. However, the suit was brought on—vielation - on violation

of the civil rights of the students,and it was heard by Judge

)
McKenzie in the #ederal Sfourt in Norfolk. The students were re-
instated, the ﬁollege was told that the action taken was improper
in that it( the }follege) had not given due notice of its rules and
regulations. 1 thought it rather odd that in the trial when I’ was
asked to testify ythe judge said to me at one pointy péhen the matter
of the ¢ollege regulation was concerned, the-judge-saith ('Well R
neither you nor anybody else had any doubt whatever sbout the
¢ollege 's regulation against men and women visiting freely in the
dormitories, had you?n And I said, Ezo, we certainly had not.“
But despite the fact that we had no,'doubt about what the regulatiox;;as s
the regulation was not publicized )@mmuige:bed in a way that satisfied
the judge. The students were readmitted to the }{ollege. “Ang I

was then instructed to prepare a new booklet on student rules and
regulations and spent a number of weeks with a copmittee in doing that.

—
Again the issue of self-determination underlay the preparation of that
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—a greslt -
whole booklet because of some studen‘b%‘ many students,felt that

the students, in effect, should write thelr own rules and regulations.
Cgtr Well, the climax of the entire affair occurred in the spring of
1970,when on a March evening a number of students met first in an
unscheduled rally, so to speak over in the campus cen'ber and sub-
sequently abcutégvéiho?&égﬁm staged a sit~in on the ﬁrst floor of
James Blair Hall. I was called out to speak with the students and
deal with their concerns )and_eIhedid so for an hour{andfathalf or two
hours. And yet that issue{ that whole issue of self-detemination>
at that time died down just a little bit. And of’course, in the f£all
of 1971 a new ){resident came in)and an entirely new system of
dormitory security and visitation was established.# Now I have
failed to say anything at all about the students' concern over military
duty and the Vieté}ﬁamese affai;;é. Iet me go back to say that student
activism was rampant throughout American colleges from the early
’60s~~at William and Mary from perhaps 1962--until about 1970. I
suppose the climax was the Kent State #ffair in the spring of 1970.
There were a number of organizations at the college that arose,
developed, were active for a little while )and then shifted about or
d:isappearad or took a new name. The first of those organizations
was the §LA., the st.udents for liberal action. This came about through
the attempt of a few students in the college to develop a chapter
of SDS.\ %‘his was studen‘bs for democratic society. The organization
nationally was the most radical of all t.he student orga:ﬁ.zatzons N ;é» was

howas

the most aggressive(,%the most active of all of them. And there were
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several of us who simply did not want to see a chapter of §DS at
William and Mary. We ruled out the existence of an SDS chapter at
William and Mary on two count# ore, >1:11:;«.t the }éollege would not
to],fera.te an organization with allegiance to another student
organization which was not a part of the campus, not a part of the
college. The second count was that we would not toli%rate an organ-
ization which indiscriminately admitted to membership students and
nonstudents. It was one thing to deal with students who had a
responsibility to the ¢ollege ) /ft was somethi:;i%(ilse to deal with
people,;\outs iders;\who would have no responsiblility whatever to the

00“386’ A sﬁﬁfme.—

f,{ollege and who were, in effect beyond 1 The students,

for whatever reason )seemed to accept these two principles )a.nd the
organization that came into being was was the (Sé%), 2tudents for
liberal action. There were other organizations which were related to
that over the years )but (gg&)was the most persistent, the most per-
manent of all the organizations. -Ard I should think that it gradually
ran down about 1970. But some of the oi'ganizations brought together
both faculty and students) and from time to time they held public
demonstrations. This became an important issue with the ;follege

as to whether or not students and faculty could picket) ,And if they
could picket/(what conditions must they meet? Well, the statement

of students rights and responsibilities passed by the Board of
Visitors barred the students from holding a demonstration on the °U
campus> that is to say in the neighborhood of the Wren Building or

in front of the Wren Biilding. The .g:tatement of gtudents :gights

and responsibilities had hardly been ’out three mo;ths when’that state~

—_——

ment was withdraw,én There was another issue A well, let me go back

just a moment to say the demonstrations were held, generally speaking )
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on the walk between Jamestown Road and the entrance to the campus
center. 4 principle I held to with these picketers Was that they
;ﬁght picket whal‘{xever they wanted to, provided they did not interfere
with normal access to the campus gen;cer. In other words, the peopl:e
whe: would come and go with;ut let Ror hinderance. IW some
difficulty on that because the fresident felt that simply having to
| walk by the picketers was offensive. Well, I wasn't much concerned
about how-offensive,. how much that offended people )and I did-permits
agree to the students picketing that area, sometimes on a fairly
reguiar--say once;a ;weel‘::\;:asis.dhielated to that was the attempt
of the students to bring various speakers to the college campus.
Again I took?pzsition that they might hear anybody they wanted to 3
t,hat if somebody came along and advocated the overthrow ¢f the
éovernmen’c or was-~I don't know how to say offensive because most
of them were offensive in one fashion or another--but did not
interfere with the operation of the #ollege, they might speak. The
policy was contrary to the gtatement of gtudent gights and respon-
sibilities and that policy was also modified by the ;/z-eside;t. We
had a number of activists who did appear on the campus,but they didnt
set fire to any of the buildings )and they didn't cause any permanent
damage to the };‘ollege CHA Well, it seems to me Bhat in the latter half
half of that decade-~say from 1965 to 1970--I spent a very large
part of my time listening to students and discussing with them the
issues which they brought up. I felt that it was a whole lot better
to have them continue talking in my office than it was to have them
taking more vigorous actioh somewhere else. I came through that

period even after some -ve% difficult tests of the disciplinary

)
committee with a whole skin and mth ,% fealing in the long run we had
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accomplished a great deal in 4abou‘§ a social change which was very
much in the wind and in producing a degree of communifcation with

tLhe
the faculty) arpd administration ) and Astudents. There were other

aspects of this whole thing, as for example, the conflict which
ultimately arose between the administration and the dean of men. I
really hesitate to get into the discussion since documentary evidence
of the dean of men's position and of the faculty's position is
available\and it is quite clear and fully expressive. Furthermore,
the dean of men was transferred from his position not during the
presidency of Dr. Paschall but the presidency of Dr. Graves. Well,
all in ally that was an exhausting period,and I would have been happy
in 1962 to leave the office of dean of students and avoid all of the
confiict.) ﬁut having lived through it I am not sorry for having
seen atfirst-hand an extremely disruptive period in college life.

L corbinve to believe now as I did then that the severity of the
protest and activism was a great deal less at William and Mary than
at some other institutions )and I felt that the president and the deans
in a sense got off lightly.\ ’Well, why was this so7. Well, I'll give
" two or three reasons for it. /fn the firs}{place/vI have always been
impressed by the fundamental character and good conduct of William
and Mary students. I don't know how I would define this except in
terms of a form of behavior which is traditional with William and
Mary students. In the second placey I think that there were several
of us--myself included--who were willing to sit down and talk

with the most active of the activists and hear their side of the
story. As I said earlier/I spent many )ﬁlours , many days in

taiking with people.> lé.nd I think that this was important. In the

third places despite the criticism of the discipline committee, whibh
really wasn't very severe, students in general felt that they were
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%ha%‘theﬁere%,treatedhfairly by the commitiee on discipline. Now
I have to give credit ;;\h that to Dr. Woodbridge. There was no
committee on discipline at William and Mary when I went into the )(avy
in 1943. Dmring the wary Mr. Pomfret established a >

< comittes on dlsciplme }andv when I came back)the committee procedur. e
was quite well established. I think maybe I had heard two or three
cases of misconduct when Dean Woodbridge came to see me and wanted
to discuss the cases in terms of the fairmess of the trial. -Am& I

heard him out .amd he and I were personally very close friends and I

)
felt that the arguments which he presented were reasonable and
appropriate. It occurred to me ﬁhat he wolild greatly strengthen

the committee on discipline by membegship on itj /dnd so I asked

Mr. Pomfret to appoint Dr. Woodbridge a member of the commitiee on
discipline. Wellﬁ now, Dr. Woodbridge left his imprint on that
committee and on the procedure of the ho?or councils. In the
comnittee on disciplines we were in 19&8;% doing all the things

that the activists elsewhere were proposing in the handling of the
di.scipline in other institutions. We were giving a person a clear
statement of the charge on which he was held. We were permitting

him tqi:;;% the ﬁstimony and evidence against him and to cross-
examine his accuser. We were inviting him to present witnesses on
his own behalf,)and we were assuring him the right of appeal. As a
consequence s« the only kind of déséent I ever heard about the committee
on discipline was that the penalty was too mvere ) /ft would be a
difference of opinion as to whether or not the penally was

H
appropriate. It was not a matter of whether the student was guiltjyﬁr
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not. It was not a question of what rule or regulation he had

weire Known,
violated and if that regulation?en%«ona except in the case of the
students who carried the case to the #edera.l ;fourt. 4nd I must say
that to this day I think they had an extremely weak case )a.nd I
think we lost the case because the young assistant to the attorney —
ganeral super%eéééd the ¢ollege's attorney and defended the }ajollege
very, very weakly. So the strength of that committee on discipline
and the fairness of its operations had a great dsal to do, I think,
with reducing the intensity of student dqis;ent at William and Mary.
Now I've mentioned ‘sngerbwly  that Dr. Woodbridge was also
im%;ortant in the éodificaticm of the honor code. In the early
1950s Admiral Chandler had appointed a committee to set forth a
procedure for the honor code, the honor system. And that committee
consisted of three or four of us--I was the chairman--and the officers
of the honor council. At that time there were two councils, one for
men and one for women. And we prepared in the)SOS a fixed procedure

for the hearing of honor council cases K and we embodied in that pro-

)
cedure all of the principles of civil rights that became a matter of
concern in the 1960s. So William and Mary, aside from having a
superior group of Vstudents, had some procedures that were right)
/i[nd I think that students generally understood this and responded
accordingly. The principle underlying all of it, I suppose jwas the
recognition of the rights of the student and the willingness to
communicate fully with them. We didn't have as many issues. We
didn't have as much activism as many other colleges had. And I
think that the reasons I have given wolld go a long way toward ex-

plaining our somewhat more fortunate situation.
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March 18, 1975

Lambert: I'm going to devote this concluding session to a discussion of
the student at?;.tudes, student behavior, student character) and so on
over the past}Q years. It may be presumptuous for me to undertake
anything of this sort, but if sogZwe'll just have to to@érate that
and recognize that this is not a carefulgscholarl;g analysis but rather
a somewhat impressionistic response that I mak;‘gohav{ng known
students for a long time. It is worthwhile to use a sort of back-
ground against which to place my description of student attitudes,
f{nd I shall do so by trying to give my understanding of the student
as 1eamer/.y \Regardless of legq,l considaratioﬁé%éuch s for example,

as themfaét that a student a’eet k:zeﬁble to vote and able to be

married and so on),.,..,;ie has achieved a great deal of legal independence.-- -

)
aﬁg;gdn;:rwgth%r considerations thad—a-student—may=hwve, including his
own view of himself, he is)? nevertheless in college in a situation
- in which learning and development are his primary objectives. This
may not be so evident in some generations or some periods of student
life as in others. Of course, there was a time when a college education

, + also ‘
was considered to have dis’oincq social value. There were so-called

A
finishing schools which were not really directed toward the growth
of a student in any respect except his social development. And ye¥

the
yet the purpose of the college and university is to organize)w@:,

‘|
consenxve )and transmit knowledge yand I take it that for us to describ
the student as learner is simply to describe him in the situwation in
whiiéh the acguisition of knowledge and his own growth and develop~
ment are the prima% objectives. In this sort of simatio%the

teacher and administrator serve somewhat as a master craftsman and

the student as an apprentice. I know that the more usual pesition

position today is to consider the student and the teacher as joint
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fellows in the exploration of knowledge ( /éd I think this is true.. —
;&‘his is a good attitude\) #ut the fact remains that one of those two
(student and teacher) has a great deal more training, has a great

deal more learnin;gv__/and.._knowledge than the other and tha¥ the lesser

)
of the two in the \g@@e&knowledge hopes to benefit by his association

and

with the other. So the teacher /\adxninistrator have the role, the

function of guiding, assisting>a.nd teaching the student in the

aghievement of his objective. Under these circumstances t.henf and
talking somewhat as a psychologist) it seems to me that the students
behavior is a consequence of two sets of factors. These two sets of
factors are by no means mutually exclusivedky. I'm simply emphasizing
the differences in the two overlapping sets of factors for purposes
of description. The one set of factors I will call the internal, -
that is) the student's motivation, his ideals, his exp%actations)

and his objectives. The second, the external set of factors, I

would say make up the milieu or 4heg environment in which the student
lives. And that, in turn, is subject to further analysis. But first
the immediate environment would include his fellov;itudents and the
faculty a.nd administration of the lzéollege) and the second, his remot;:e
environment)consists of everything we put together in the social ag:e
or the character of society or whatever you want to call it that
refers to the environment in its broader reaches. Now with that sort
of background upon which I can hang some of my thinking, let me
procee_fi,é’ to a description of the historical periods that I have known
at William and Mary.fﬁfl'he first would be the posi-World War I/

to the zéepressiogf “fff -Js true that I did not come to William and Mary
until l92h)but as I shall explain laterthe effects of World War

I, were still apparent in the college enviromgent. And then I shall
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continue with that until the pépression. The second period would be
the Pépression to the death of President Chandlegf? fhis would be
roughly 1929 or 1930 to Dr. Chandler's death in ]\.;Bh. Then the
period in which we underwent some recovery from the ,E/épression}
ﬂ‘he third period?would continue through Mr. Bryan's early days until
perhaps 1939 or'}0. The fourth period would be the World War IL#

period which would include Mr. Bryan's later years. This would be

)
a very brief period but a period that is rather sharply dei‘ined:,

,&ﬁd it would be t?rminated by the beginning of World War II/<

in the session hl%. The fifth period would be the World War IL/
period and the veterams. In other words,; for convenience I have
extended this period from about’ k2 to perhaps 52 ,and T would call

that the Pomfret era. The sixth would be the ({/(ge of ﬂpathf; and it

wou.:l.d apply to the Chandler era. I'm going to point out, however,

that many of the things that occurred in this arbitrarily named Age

of fpathy”were anything but expressive of apathy on the part of

the students and the faculty. So perhaps the sixth period might

more accurately and more simplf be called the dhandler era. And

the seventh would be khe f}ears of protest,hthe Paschall period from
roughly 1960 to 1971, although the protest did pot begin with Paschall's
becoming president in 1960)" ;t began a littlejfater than that. Well
now, in each period I hope to say something about the social life of
the period and the life of the students under discipline and their L

own drive towards self-government.‘ﬁ When I came to William and Ma.r-yﬁn

192l there were a number of World War veterans on the campus Zhe:
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men such as Frank Nat Watkins andiﬁ Green- .there was a Bailey W@—*

—-- and there were others who were veterans of World War I. Now becaus: e
of our status as i‘reshm;n and because these older men were veterans///f
there was a considerable social gap between us. ord e looked up
to the veterans with a great deal of reaspect:j and the veterans wore
their experience with a great deal of poise and a great deal of
expectation that they would be respected because of their olde;ge
and their experience as veterans. The individual student during that
period had a very considerable respect for both faculty and upper-
class students. Thisy I suppose was a consequence of the rather
strict freshman rules under which we lived for the entire yeamyy /éut
also because social life had a formality that was never achieved
again during my day in college. I expect the best way to characte;(‘i&e

| that degree of formality and the degree of subordination that existed
among ‘the freshmgn would be to draw a picture of a freshman attending
a formal dance in a tuxedo and wearing a freshman cap. He was never
allowed to forget that he was a freshman. When he became a so;)homore/fz
he carried into that second year a position of subordinégtfsuperiority,
that is to say, he was superior to the freshm;(n)but he still recognized
the superiority of the senior. And of course, when he became a
senior and either on occasion wore an academic robe/ he did that far
one day a week in the later )203) or as a man he carried a cane, he
had with him the visible signs of his station in life. The group
life, the social groups of the college were fairly small and their
social activities were somewh#t limited. But agaiz}.g it was interesting
to see the way those groups would behave, as forjm when
a fraternity would get dressed up and attend church in a body on

post for
Sunday. I haven't seen anything of that sort happen in the dast )Q

years at William and Mary. But they were highly conscious of their
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—of-theigr group affiliation )and although they didmn't havé the money
or the facilities for social 'activitiega/&’ they had a sirong group
feeling *aad—tvba%—e-trong%mup—t‘eelmg even extended on occasions
to a sort of conflict‘ 4between the fraternity and the nonfraternity
students in college.q?—The public evenis of that first period were
generally, as I said, formal a.fﬁQa}‘s They were not so nm@?grous)
and they tended very well to cut across all lines within the college.
The dances--there must have been three or four formal dances every
year--and other things such as the May Day exercises were well-

arranged and they irrvc'alved a large mumber of students )and by 4% and

) .

large they came ;ibpretty well)despibe dhe absence of the physical
props and the competence as stage manasgers and so on that studants
have today. I think that the interplay of these twc sets of factorse-
the personal and the environmental-~were never stronger than when
you viewed the student in confrontation with the faculty and the |
administration of the college. The faculty were generally very well-
regarded )and they were considered to have positions of great respect.
The president of the F-ollege s Dr. Chandler, was respected) but he was
also feared because Dr. Chandler was the source of all personal
regulation, 21l rules that applied to students) and he was also the
inforcer of those rules .j;tudents did not take the same sort of
attitude toward the rest of the administration; f‘o was recognized
that they were, in many instances) the tools of Dr. Chandler) ﬁut it
was also recognized that this was part of their job. But they were

more highly respected than Dr. Chandler was )and I don't think that
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they were feared as Dr. Chandler was. There was not really a
well~organized student gové’rnment, at least among the men,j:;g‘Qéhat
time. There had been committees back in Dr. Tyler's day of men who
had g voice in self-govermment. In a sense their selif-government
consisted' of little more than administering the rules and regulations
which the president 2%‘3 the faculty had established. But when Dr.
Chandler became president/é there was no organized student government
among the men. There was an organized student government among the
women. A number of women in 1918 and 1919, I think it was,. -
the first year of ceZ’eds s the first year of women in the college, _.
got together and decided that they would like to have a voice in
their own government. And they set 9@ a sort of constitution or
charterf it would be better sai@, which Dr. Tyler approved. Now,z
I have never been able to find any written expression of that, and
yet the women who participated in that have told me over the years
thats—boddme of its sxistence. In any event, the Women's Studenf,é
Cooperative Government Association was the organization of women
for their self-governance. Dr. Chandler in the early’?()s agreed
to the formation of a body among the men for self-governance. #And~
this appeared to get along pretty well, [amtold,  until about
atbout 1923 }and at that time,Zthe students failed to deal with what
was considered a very flag@f’rant case of bootlegging ,and the student
self-government was disbanded. So that in that early period--in the

first period I'm talking about--the only kind of self-govermment that
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exnsted among the men
f\ was that which was exercised by the honor coumncil. Now that wes a

welleregarded body. The principles of the honor code were generally
well-respected,although there were two or three inetances during
this period when serious violations of the code did occurs§ One
occurred in the spring of 1925 when some uppezgclass students got
hold of the freshman English examination and sold it. I think

eght ~Len - .
perhaps § or 1§ uppe;&lasunen were involved in thatjand all were
expelled from the #ollege. There was later in this first period an
instance of the presidentof the honor-council;or—the chairman of
the honor council being found guilty of violation of the code, And
this was at that time (I think it was 30 or }31) a very serious blow
to the respect in which the code and council were held by the other
students. So there wasn't much in the way of self-government for
the men. The students' group behavior, aside from social activities,
occurred only as a sort of response to the control which Dr.
Chandler exercised. What I'm saying is that when things went along
nomally)z?there was no real organization of students. When Dr.
Chandler and the students were in conflict, Dr. Chandler's regulation
of hheir conduct proved to be a stimulus for their organization and
for their rebellion. There were a couple of instances of that!:

fﬁaﬂwthe first strike that I ever knew of occurred in the spring
of 1925 when a number of students publishet\d an anonymous newspaper ,

and it was highly critical of many of the;ggiw and some of the
athletic staff and so on. I guess I'd sayy instead of being critical
of the facultyy, it‘ tended to poke fun at some of the faculty. Well,
Dr. Chandler became very much exercised over this and identified a
number of the students and threatened them with expulsion but permitted

them to continue on probation. In 1926 another paper--a different
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name, but the same kind of paper--was published. -Ang Dr. Chandler
then identified the people and found some of them to be persons who
had been involved in the 1925 pa.per7 /(m(i ?\e separated those students.
He expelled or suspended--I'm not sure:):‘;&that moment. In any eventy
they ultimately were suspended and did ultimately return to the
Zéollege. When Dr. Chandler took that actiony the male student
body came together as it never had in the earlier two years of my
attendance) /Iﬁ'xd the men simply defied the president and went on
strike. I recall attending a very crowded meeting in the Wren
Chapel when the male student body was addressed by Dr. William
Angus Hamilton ,who was the Marshall-Wythe professor of government
and e:conomics ;—m. &ng-Dr. Ham;.lton spoke w;.th us and
atten;pted to persuade us and-to return to classes and resume our
work. I'm not sure how that conflict was resolved; I know that
the men who had been involved were suspended for I think one semester
to a year, ,dnd that may hawe been the resolution of the conflict.

CH There was no other open group conflict at the )dollege until the
spring of 1932)an<1 :;bv ;:;: time there was 4head waiter in the dining
hall who was very elegaesf and very autocratic in his dealing w:.t.h
students %nd this created a great deal of resentment on the/bart
of the students. So one evening after dinmnmer--supper as we called
it then--a number of students went into the dining hall to find the
head waiter to dump him in the fish pond beside the dining hall.

And ae barr;%caded himself behind a butcher's block with a meat
clegver and for a moment held off the erowd. But the students
ultimately got hold of him and took him out beside the dining

should
hall and ducked him in the fish pond. ( Perhaps I‘,\eugh‘a—w explain

that that fish pond was the basement or what was left of t.he base~
sibe
ment of the deanery. There had been a house on that sa:ghtg_ the
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d.eanery:{)uhich was removed and the cellar of the deanery was made im;go

a fish pond. That would be right beside the eastern boundary of

Trinkle Hall, esstern—weil-of-Friniie-Hall and about/2<\) or 39 rost

behind the campus genter.> Well, the activity of this large group of
i Z N |

students/attracted the attention of both Dr. Hoke, the dean of the

¢ollege and Dr. Hodges, the dean of men, ,lfnd they went to the dining

)
hall and saw these students ) apprehended three or four of them and
either then or within a very few hours;éxpelled them from college.
The students resented this very much7 #nd they charged that Dr.
Hoke and Dr. Hodges had not captured the rmgGeadem but had simply
found scagé!?goats to punish. -Af Dr. Ghandler:&é.i that timey was-
away from college. A general mebting was held in Phi Beta Kappa
Hail )and students expressed their resentment and their concern at
this action and pressed Dr. Hoke to tell them where Dr. Chandler was
and when he would return to the ¢6llege. Well, Dr. Hoke;\ and I
think this was in coamplete honesty;sa.id that he did not know Where
Dr. Chandler was but that he would be back in the next day or so.
The students were not willing to accept that and thought that Dr.
Hoke was deceiving them. The strike continued over the next day,
and Dr. Chandler returned from a trip which he had made up in

the neighborhood of Washington) Baltimore ,and I don't know where
else) ﬁut he returned to the ¢/ollege to find the students on strike.
He Bhen sent for students to come to his dffice and when the students
came in, one at a time} he had one single question to ask them,

agre you on strike? If you are, you may go home. I will not deal
with you when you are on strike.?l Well, the backbone of the strike

was broken immediately. But those two periods were the only pericds
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in whiéh, as I saw it, students had any sense of solidarity.
In both instances ﬁ they were solid in their organization because of
%;%‘{-i:? opposition which they met from Dr. Chandler. ‘?{m? I would
conclude the discussion of this first period;:;eally I suppose of
the two periods up to the time of Dr. Chandler's death (it's not
quite as true for the second as the first)/\by saying that we were a
provincial student body. It was amazing to me how many of the
students in college in that first period were from small towns and
from the rural areas of Virginia) fxst as it wasi \aix:zing to me that
so many were working to earn part of their way through college.
Now this is not to say that there were not a few out-of-state
students and somei::tzlthy students. Bu%.“ *_;;:__hey were pretty well-
known, pretty well-identified, ’&obody cared whether they had money
bwenby  bwenty-Blve
or not. But I could name 29 or 2% men that I knew were extremely
well-to-do. Toward the end of this first period, say at about the
beginning of the ;Sepression s the ;gollege began to draw more out-of-
state students. Nox%there were several reasons for that. )’Z‘ne is
that up to 1930-?:3;"1919 until 1930--the follege had grown
tremendously in its physical capacity and of course, by the end of
that period-~by 1929?1930--1;11\«3 dollege was beginning to feel the
Pepression. And .‘ét was, in effect, overstaf€ afor the enrolliment
that it hadQ ¢on;equently, it became necessary to draw in more
students to fill dormitories and keep the faculty busy and so on.
More students from out-of-state were admitted to the /C/ollege.
Againg I would think that there was a strong suspicicn that during
this period)in order to maintain the enrollment at a productive
level, the standards of admission were lowered. In any eventy student
misconduct and the lack of homogefgty in the student body appeared

to me to be parallel characteristics of the student body from sbout 1430
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until Mr. Bryan came in in the fall of 193L. Mew Dr. Chandler
recognized that these changes were occurring in the student body anijd
in the spring of 1933 went to the Board of Visitors and delivered

a paper which set forth his ideai of what should be done in order to
improve student conduct and to improve the quality of the students.
Among other things, he recommended that a faculty committee be
appointed to deal:;tth matters of discipline. This was a very sharp
change from the policy, the practice which had been employed up to
that t...me when Dr. Chandler h;unself had dej\lt. with all matters of
d.:.sc:.pline. The committee actually,ﬁas appolnted and I've forgotien
the names of all the members of the committee of disciplme)but I
think it was Dr., Hoke as chairman and Dr. Guy and Dr. Jackson and
there may have been one or two other members.. - I recall those
three as being members of the discipline committee. CNo’cice that
there was no student reputetion representation on that committee

at a.ll) Dr. Chandler also recommended that the y(ollege move to a
selective process of a.dmission} an'd#he.y,“sép;&cifically named the

process of admission which was employed by Dartmouth College.

Note that it was not until 1938 that a faculty committee on admissions
was appointed and a selective process of admission instituted. So
there were changef} occurring in the student body as a consequence of
a number of things. #’he economic considerations of that pointed to
the rather rapid)grmi&ndigest‘ad, unassimilated growth in the
students: possibly to some slight degree the development of Colonial

Williamsburg(because by 1931 some of the public bgildings had been
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—had—be@ycompleted}and Colonial Williamsburg began to have some attraction}
}md of course, the broader economic considerations, the ﬁepression
and i$s impact on the Fﬁollege.#When Dr. Chandler died in the
spring of 193k the follege was without a president until that summer,
when Mr. Bryan was appointed President. 4nd so the second period--the
depression to Dr. Chandler's death--}vg&ie&ry brief one and a period
of great change. The third period simply represents the early days
of Mrb(7 B_:yan*s term from)say) 1934 until the pre-World War period,
unti]z: 15&0 or 1. Now Mr. Bryan's early days involved at first
the period of the ?epression. At as I have mentioned earlier,
Rdomi nishpartive. =

when I became an enlisted officer in 19354 one of the major tasks

I had was the administration of financial aid and I was highly

)
conscious of the financial needs of students in those days. Now
there was an enormous change, an almost immediate changeg in student
attitude toward the administrationy /].[n Mr. Bryan's early days as
president. Where Dr. Chandler had generally been aloof and author-
itarian and severe in his attitudes towards students generally

C though not necessarily to students individually) ) Mr. Bryan, on the
other hand, was an extremely wamm perSOnality. He developed an
enormous amount of respect on the part of students for the president.
He generated a great amount of loyalty on the part of students. L
never knew Mr. Bryan to become specifically involved in the students!
academic problemss -And> yet his effect on the studenis was to
make them see the importance of -am-academic progress but along with
it the growth and development of a gentleman. So in the immediate
and in the more general activities of Mr. Bryan, in his personal
activities, in his relationship with students individually, he had

an enomous;}fholesome)and warm attraction. Now that was also, of

course, shown in the major activities( the social activities)that he
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‘that-he-developed or sponsored:ﬁkﬂow it was during that period that
two important steps were taken for the development of student self-
government. The first was in the appointment of the committee in
the spring of Mr. Bryan's first year--that was the spring of 1935--to
study the whole activity of student affairs, to study all the student
activities at the %ollege and to make some recommendations for théir
improvement. That commitiee simply abolished student self-govern=~
ment if there was any-~I don't think there was--altogether. It was
nés‘sﬁndent self-govermment, it was political government by a
self-constituted grou§ of students that Mr. Bryan did away with.

And he developed the student activities committee to clean up the
mess, so to speak}and to work toward the development of student self-
government. The second step was the develomment in 1940 of the
General Cooperative Committee)in which students and faculty and
administrative officers came together in a single body for the
administration of student affairs. In other words, the first step
away from the strict administrative and faculty contnpl o; s tudent
affairs occurred in that development of 1940. scm;;;hfgggt time
also there was developed a student govermment with a constitution
and a fixed set of officerifgofficers who were, I believexquite
representative of the students and expressive of the students'

choice .%m/giscipline during Mr. Bryan's period(from 1935 to
l9h6§was exer;&sed by the subordinate administrative Bfficeﬁé In
other words, in 1935 I was the administrative officer held
repponsible for discipline) ﬁmt my acts were subject to review

and modification by the fresident of the ﬁollege. I don't think

"FOux’\d i\‘b
there was any very serious objection to this. I never{eeunted even oa
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F-never—found-it—even-on the part of the students. But of course,

it still was an autocratic form of administration of college rules.
I'11l just bypass a little bit for a moment to point out that shout 1946 TS
/éit must have been during the wwﬂ;;en I returned to the 6llege

in 1946 there was a discipline committee which was responsible for
the administration of govermment. So théztendency, the movement

in that direction was going on in the latter part of Mr. Bryan's
term of office. New I think the social activities of the (ollege
were never at a higher peak than they were in Mr. Bryan's day. Mr.
Bryan enjoyed social activities,and he thought everybody else should ,
and he saw to it that the students had their opportunities at social
activities. The fraternities and sororities were no stronger than
they had been before,but their social activities began to be somewhat
more sophisticatéed. -And 3_.’0 was during that period that sororities
and fraternities began to give dances as they had not during Dr.
Chandler's day. The closest thing to a social activity of a
fraternity or sorority during Dr. Chandler's day had been a reception
oryseven on occasion# a lawn party.‘k I;\%:fked of this as the third
historical period and to point out that it stops about 1940. My reason
for stopping at that period and deseribing the fourth period as the
}Qre-h?orld War II# and Mr. Bryan's later days is that beginning about
1940 there was a very considerable deterioration in morale on the pet
of the students. -

P

S Just as the éepress:mn is a very good illustration of the force of
the external enviromment on the students in ;ﬁollege, so is the

impact of the war, which was felt to be impending in the session

ho—ﬁ and of coursey came upon us in Decemberg 1941. The students
were still loyal to Mr. Bryan. They were generally well-behaved,

L QUS
whatever that means. We didn't have any riotigk misconduct or @emnai misccndwek
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of any great intensity) )ﬁut still there was a feeling of insecurity )
and there was a consequent loss of morale in the lest-four-years,

reat)
last two years of Mr. Bryan's day. It would be 4i'rom 1940 to 1942.
I recall that very often the Wednesday evening chapel talks were

devoted to ﬁae‘;l"stqring morale or to building morale. I recall that -
rumors were rampant over the campus. I recall; it was my impression

at least q‘hhat the academic work of the students suffered quite

considerably. that—the—scadenic work-of-the—students—suffered—
-guite—considerably+~ Once the draft @plectyjﬁf'servic% came into effect,Z,
the attitude of the students just deteriorated adtogether. There was
the greatest confusion created when individual students received
through the mail thernotice of induction. Those who weren't inducted
came o S
soon 4realize;d?f that unless they made some provision of milit.ax;y
servicey they were not likely to be able to stay out of the ,Qraﬁ;.
So in the beginning of the spring of ’42, I-guess—it—woukd=be, men
began to withdraw from }Z/ollege in order to enter military service
and hope that they could be assigned to an f{rmy or ﬁavy training
unit and thus complete their education, at least to the point of
getting their degree. By the end of 1942,/ there had been a con=-
siderable reduction ir;& smonment £ men and that would apply also

A have
to a fair number of the faculty. talked about the scandal at the
X

e +

Norfolk Pivision that came to a head at that time,and I have shown
its effect upon Mr. Bryan and his resignation from the }ﬁollage in
1942. It always seemed to me that Mr. Bryan left the gz/ollege with »

much less enthusiasm, with much less peace of mind than he had wher’&xe
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than he had when he came to the ;L(ollege in 1934. I don't know that
he or anybody else has analyzed what was happening at that time 'y
Bat throughout that period from approximately 193k until 1940
life ﬁad been rosy at the }lz.ollege. Everything had gone, I thought,
migh’rﬁaell. It was a period of growth and development. The faculty
was recovering in numbers and quality from the impact of the
ﬁepression. The students had responded to the leadership of Mr.
However,
Bryan and it was a very happy affair. From 1940 to 1942/ much of
the progress which had been achieved seemed to be adversely affected
by the impact of the war. So in 1942 Mr. Bryan resignedsand Dr.
John E. Pomfret became ?"resident of the follega@ Elsewhere I have
said that Mr. Pomfret said that #hen he was President of William
and Mary he was not running a college, he was running a hotel.
And there was much to bear that out in the kinds of responsibilities
that the president had to keep the #ollege ﬁCt.act and operating
despite thg disruption of a normal life by the activities of World
, War 110 4 grest many things stood still during World War IE.
G(}w_w _—The fraternities had been disbanded toward the end of the war.

A few local chapters were established)but fraternities were not a v{i;al

force. The sororities were involved in various drives to support

the war efforti ;fheir own social activities deteriorated quite a

bit. So far as I know womensstudent government continued pretty

well, but men's student government was considerably weaker when

I returned in 19L6 than it had been in 1943 when I left the follege

to go into the Ijﬁvy.fﬂi‘he really exciting time of this fifth period

was the last five or six years of President Pomfret's era)when the

veterans came to the /follege in great numbers beginning with the

spring of 1946. The enrollment of the veterans grew by tremendous
increments, throughout the period from Februaryy 1946 to perhaps June
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of 1949. That's not to say there were not veterans at the{ﬂgllege
thereafter) ﬁut the great tidal wave of vetarans passed through
the %ollege during that period. In many respects this was like the
period after World War g/?when there were veterans at the ﬁbllege.
These older persons were on the campuss fhey exercised a great deal
of influence #hey were, generally Speaking, looked up to.
They also, generally speakipg, were quite dl%%}gent as students,
and they were seriocus sbout their activities inlﬁollege. The
fraternities had difficulty returning to their earlier state.
There were no fraternity houses. Amgd I'll not repeat my story of
the establishment of the fraternity lodges but simply point out
that the fraternities had a strong sense of unity in their very
lack of living quarters. ard E?ey became quite aggressive about
this. In disaster they joinediﬁands and helped one another against
the administration)which)as the fraternity men thought, was doing
nothing to solve their problem. ﬂ;t was during this period that
President Pomfret was hanged iniggéggé; That was the only thing
close to a riot or strike in that entire period from 193l when Mr.
Bryan took office until 195&}when Mr., Pomfret resigned. Student
government became a little bit stronger during this pericd,but it
did nothing significant during Mr. Pomfret's term of office. I would
have difficulty even naming the presidents of student government
at that time. Discipline was,on occasions, a difficult undertaking--
difficult especially where we were dealing with veterans. In the
first place veterans had experiences which were far more sophisticated
and sometimes more severe than the other students) #n& they some-

times were much less amenasble to discipline. I hasten to point out,
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however, that by ;q large, they were older, more serious;and better
behaved than the other students in college. But the other great
event of that period was the so~-called football scandal<gf the
athletic scandal)and the culmination of that with Mr. Pomfret's
resignation in August of 1951 and Admiral Chandler's assumption
of the presidency in October of that year.
where Mr. Pomfret had been a quiet, gentle)and rather easy-going
person, Admiral Chandler was an entirely different personality.
To begin with, he came in to office with a considerable portion of
the faculty ppposed to him, partly because of their knowledge of
what his father had been like and partly because they felt that they
had not been given an adequate opportunity--had not been given any
opportunity~-to participate in the selection of a president.
Furthennoré, Admiral Chandler was never one to sit back and leave
a situation alone)regardless of how diff%cult it might be or of
how much‘Qéqgent or criticism he migh@?é%LQ;gky his own activity.
As a consequencg;%the early period of Dr. Chandler's presidency was
disrupted by conflict with faculty and students. To begin with,
the students were abusing the freedom uhich they had had with respect

“91@./\.& G'P
to, alcoholic beverages under Mr. Bryan and Mr. Pomfret. The

1
fraternities had gone into their lodges and were using them as places
of social activity on the weekend)and their misuse of alcoholic
beverages immediately excited President Chandler's concern. From
1951 to 1955 the student body was in almost constant turmoil,
principally over the alcoholic beversge situation. The turmoil was

terminated with the establishment of the rule banning the use of

alccholic beverages on campus in 1955. The student organizations
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grew in force a great deal under their opposition to Admiral
Chandler. Student government had several rather strong presidents
during that first four years of his office. The dislike that many

hashored. A
of the students, hovered-persisted even after the setiling of the

alcoholic heverlge question. I don't think that the students%
realyy changed as a consequence of the passing of the regulationj

I think they were more discrete in their drinking )and they retained
their dislike of the Admirel for his mammer of dea;%ing with them.
N6W ghe ,Aﬁmirajl was forthright and was firm, severe,and he tended,

I mn;t say, to let the committees of the faculty who worked under
him with deiz,fgated responsibilities perform as they wanted to.

There were two major committees in which I had responsibility.

525ne was the committee on academic statusi ,'fhe other was the
committee on discipline. The #dmiral never overruled those two
committees during his entire term of office. As a matter of fact,
the only criticism he had of the committee q:? academic status wmas
that the standards of the ﬂollege were less high than he felt they
should be. He was a rigid disciplinarian ,)and he had high academic
ssta.ndm:'ds.5 ﬁut his mamner of inforcing those high standards was
through the technique of punishment or separation rather than through
any of the more usual forms of behavior modification.éﬁ The last

few years of his term of office saw thenormal-student activities,

the normal student govermment eactivities somewhat quiescent. I
VQ,\"\\j

¢ 13!
think that the term fthe age of apathy} which was applied 4broadly to
college students during that period applied quite appropriately from
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,5av, 1955 or )56 down to about 1960. It was a period in which there

was nothing of real digintéion in student govermment. It was a
period in which the activism of the earlier period had simply been
overcome by the president. And I do not look upon it as a period 1:n
which self-govermnment, self-direction and so on a;hieved any sub-
stan;ial development at all. As a matter of fact, aside from the
conflicts between the y’resident and the students on the liquor

the .
regulation the only kind of mass activity was 3 so-called panty v ds~

)
rades. They began about 1952 )a.nd I think that the last one occu)rred

in the first year of Dr. Paschall's term of office~~that is 1960-;69..
Well, these were generally not enormously disturbing. As a matter
paids  -the fadk
of fact, my chief concern about the panty,lram was A that nonstudents
were almost imevitably drawn into them)and this posed a kind of
disciplinary danger that we college people weren't able to deal with.
The activities were sometimes childish and s ometimes annoying, but
they did not represent any profound disciplinary disturbance. They
weren't anything that one shouldfmld‘be too
upset about for very long. Well, Admiral Chandler in 1960 became
the chan%ellor«eil—eei&sges of the Colleges of William and Mary)which
involved William and Mary in Williamsburg and several branches 5
/Ii‘nd Dr. Paschall became president.! ’Now Dr. Paschall's early years--
and I mezan by early years about the first two or three years--were
a sort of era of good feeling. Student govermnent became somewhat

t
more substa.ngial » became more active. Student conduct was pretty

good. But by 1962 '# the beginnings of protest were felt on the campus.
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Those beginnings of protest were centered first of all about
concern over the Vietnam War. They were not directed at the outset

against the /’follege in any respect. The )ﬁollege permitted the various

[studerisT
demonstrations which ’c.hey/1 undertook. They were not disruptivej
V'fhey were an expression of personal opinion; i‘hey involved both
faculty and students 3 ,(nd frankly/é I did not feel any great concern
over them. The students, however, had an object against which they
could protest)and this was a unifying force. The students also were
aware of the effectiveness of the protesis. ;ln the civil rights
movemnt)particularly to the south of us, 4And the protest, the
demonstr'ation)‘the parade ~or whatever you want to call ity became a
not unusual form of behavior after about 1962. However, moving from
the expression of d%s;?ent with respect to the Vietjéam conflict z
the students began to give expression to their d.%s;ent over what
they considered restrictive college regulations. There were protests,
sometimes en;%n'a’oing in student government, sometimes out;éof%student
government, sometimes documented with a great deal of evidence) and
sometimes expressed rather as [iae want thus and so.“ They ranged
from such things as concern over the prohibition of alcohoitic
beverages, the prohibition against 'the use of amtomobiles by students,
and of course [ and in particular} the regulations regarding visitation
in the dormitories. Well, both the automobile and the regulation

L Gty

against the use of alcoholic beverages were modified by ;,anrd/\ac ion.
A great deal of documentary support for those two things came from
the étudent ééssociation and from the General Cooperative Committee.
I would‘ think that in generalﬁ, the way that the studenfs worked out
their d,és;?ent and their protest in those two items was exceptional.
Now the other protest over the rules and regulations governing

visitation of men and women into the other sex's dormitory was a
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great deal more vigorous and resulted in much more open conflict.
Thejr;;.gr;nl%s?-}?o G%h:e—-sessi—efg saw a climax to that kind of protest.
It really began with the so-called ‘dorm-in‘in the men's dormitories
in October of 1969, find it progressed to the Federal fourt hearing
in the spring of 1970. The culmination of that was the requirement
that the college formulate and gwemulﬁa‘be its rules and regulations
in complete clarity so that students would know what it was they were
expected to obey. Now in the fall of 197% Dr. Paschall indicated
his intention to retire at the ?onclusion of that session) /{nd as

a consequence// the session 1970-,-3. was a sort of holding session when
nothing very much occurred. ~BWt of course, the issue was unresolved 3
and it remained unresolved until ;resident Graves came in and the
rules and regulations were modified. df I would say that the social
life of the students during that period underwent a quite considerable
change. It underwent a change that somewhat /paralleled the shift
from the dancing forms that had existed through the days of the war
and into the’50s to the rock concert,which became popular in the
1960s. The group activities of fraternities and sororities also
underwent a change. There was a great deal more group activity in
which fraternities and sororities individually paired up for social
activities. This had begun with the lodges back in the 50s,and

it achieved its full development in the}égcs. The public events

that the students enjoyed also underwent ahangesj /i‘he class dances

and the seasonal dances that students used to have became much less

popular. Ultimately with the development of William and Mary Hall
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and the large rock concertﬁ’ those smaller dances almost disappeared.
There are a few now and then )§ut they are nothing compared to

what they were before the g 603. D:.sclplz.ned “the administration of
discipling ,:underwent a fair amount of cha.nge. The change was toward
the direction of a better guarantee of the students’ rights than

was the case in a great many institutions. Now I say in other
institutions for the reason that beginning in 1946,when Dr. Wood-
bridge was appointed a member of the discipline committee, that
committee employed a procedure which assured the student the protection
of his civil rights in ways which did not become generally applied
until way into the 196%8. As an illustration, students were clearly
informed of the charges against them. They heard the s¥idence

and testimony against them. The a,ccuse«éﬂcross-examined the people
who testified against them. The students were guaranteed the right
of appeal and so on. The guarantees of civil rights which many
colleges had denied through the 208 had been guaranteed to students
at William and Mary as early as 19h6. Still this was not student
self—governmenti it was a form of govérnment in which there was
student participation,and I think most students who took part in

that would sa.y?ﬁc was participation onj:qual footing with the menmbers
of the faculty and administration who were also on the committee.

So we were moving toward a better—sense, better kind of self-
discipline and self-government than we had had in earlier years

(éut the full development had yet to be made. The rules and regulations

elsbabls,
of the %ollege became successively more p—rcm:mab%e and I suppose that
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that could be explained as due to a number of factors}including most
particularly the very extensive social change which characterized
American society during and after World War II. This is another
illustration of the way in which student attitudes, students
conduct)and so on reflect the force of the external environment.
There is no doubt in my mind but what the things that students
considered to be original with them were in many instances absorbed
from the broader social culture. Seﬂif I look over these various
changes that have occurred from l92h;:gr;he presenyfyI would say
that the most persistent and significant change has been the relaxation

of social rules and regulations and the assumption of a higher

degree of personal responsibility in self-government.



Session 8

"The Story:%elling Hour"

March 25, 1976 Williamsburg, Virginia

Lambert: I suppose this ought to be called the "story?felling hour."
By way of introduction to the topic let me say that I under-
take the project with great reluctance and some degree of
fear lest the stories may be a little disappointing. Stories
such as these are most amusing when one knowsithe characters
personally or when the story illustrates a point or has some
other appropriateness to a situation. Also)anecdotes are

best told to a group of listeners rather than to an unrespon-

sive recording machine i of course the listeners stimu-

@ I3
)

late the storyteller to elaborate details and to embellish
what Gilbert and Sullivan cal%%an "otherwise dull and unin-
teresting narrative." These comments express my reluctance

and also constitute a warning lest the listener be disap-

pointed by what I have to say.

The oldest anecddétes I know about William and Mary cen-
ter about Henry Billups)who was the old bel%j}inger) ~ Dr.
J. Lesslie Hall, professor of English from 1888 until his
death in 1928,and President Lyon G. Tyler. All three were
at the college when it opened in 1888 after having been closed

from 1881 to 1888. Dr. Tyler served as president from 1888 until
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Dr. Chandler succeeded him 1919 (Dr. Tyler lived on until
the mid-'30s '>)Dr Hall joined the faculty in 1888f§ewed
as professor Aof English and dean of the faculty until his
death in 1928y /hd Henry Billups worked from 1888 until
1~951Sbut‘ he remained in the vicinity of the college until
his death in 1955. There were others at the college during
this period who were leading characters of storiesybst Henry
continued to be the source of stories until his death in
1955@,-,, Fhere's a wealth of eﬁwaﬂg good humor among
these three. They were amusing characters S “f.'hey knew it;

and they:-played their roles with great good humor.

Henry was often accused of tipping the bottle a little
too frequently. I recall seeiné%xim when he showed signs of
having been drinking)
This leads me into what might be called ‘ethnic stories;)and

but he was never less than a gentleman.

I have to enter a caveat at this point. The telling of these
stories doesn't indicate anythian: 5 Cattitude boward the
races) and I certainly don't mean to make derogato;-y remarks
about Henry. I'm telling what I think are amusingggét

the way Henry behaved during the time that I knew himQ‘?John
Stewart Bryan had a great love of Henry,) and on one occasion
he gave him a black derby. So on several homecoming day
parades Henry rode in the parade in his own private car.

and Henry bowed

D
and tipped his derby to the alumni and friénds standing

He sat in the back seat; the top was dowm
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along the street. He enjoyed this a great deal. I sup~
pose you might have said it was :gittle exhausting because
right beside his feet on the floor of the bacﬁ%éat, Henry
had a little brown bag and a pint of bourbon whiskey)and
inevitably there would be places along the;parade route
where Henry could refresh himself againﬁtthe arduous ac-
tivities of the dayfﬁLDr. Hall always said that Henry con-
ducted a class in boozology and that he reported his grades
on the bulletin board in front of the Wren Building)as all
of the professors did in those days. Henry gave everything
from a double F to a person who #gé%% be a member of the W.C.T.U.
up to a double A and Henry = posed noiobjection to those who
failed the conrsgﬁfiﬁggit over again. He said on occasion,
"If they get an 'F, don't worry. Just enroll in the next
semester‘and go ahead with it.* Well, Henry was very care-
ful to let his friends know that he never bootlegged>but
during the period of Prohibition)alumni would come back-ve— QA
homecoming day)and a great many of them in the course of the
day would see Henry and say to vhim, "Now Henry, I know you
don't bootleg." And Henry'd say, "No, sir, that's against
the law." "Now. Henry, you could find a 1igie whiskey for
me if I wanted some, couldn't yoﬁ?" And he'd say, "Yes, sir.
Yes, sir. You Just give me $2.00)and I'11 meet you back
there behind the Wren Building jaf about half hour from now."
So Henry would skip somewhere across the street there in

where
the neighborhood of Scotland Streep&e? he lived on Armistead



142

Avenue >and at the end of the half hour Henry would come

back with a pint bottle of <dovn  whiskey. Well, I {« h f e
w ~
%‘}‘f . 5: & 3
think it was in 193L repeal occcured jand it seemed to me .- A

that every alumnus who came back to the collegegﬁ”gaﬂ;
bottfe &b whiskey on his hip and was very proud of
being able to do this . legally. One of them met

Henry and said, "Henry, I'm not going to ask you to get

me any whiskey today. I've got something right here on

my hip. Now Henry, I can't give you 4 drink out of that
bottle." He said, "Noj. sir, No, sir. You can't let a
colored man drink out of that bottle." And the alumnus
clapped Henry on the shoulderiIt's awfully good to see youl
and so on and passed on. A second one came along and pulled
that same story. "I'm not going to ask you to get me any
whiskey. I've got my own whiskey. I'm sorry I can't give
you a drink, Henry.% "No, sir@ You can't give me a drink
out of that bottle." When the third one came along . and
pulled that story, Henry said, "It just so happens I s
a glass right here;* and he reached back to his hip pockeﬁf
and pulled out a little four-ounce cheese glasssand he

had his drink with the alumnus.

When John Steward Bryan became president in 1934 he
took it upon himself to entertain the staff of the college
a great deal more than a:wbodyiﬁgdefbgven back to Dr. Tyler's
day. We had a couplé of picnics down at the lake Matoaka

picnic shelter and entertained the maids and janitors and
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various other people. I remember on one occasion that Mrs.
Ep;}%’ ,who had had five sons and a daughter all working at
the college at the same timca occupied the most important
place. She was greeted by everybody who came down there.
I don't think Henry minded 11;3 Henry knew it was justua
special occasion. Mr. Bryan also invited many of the
people to come to"Lasburnum!,his home in Richmond, to cele-
brate Christmas. Always on the day after Christmas or
thereabouts Mr. Bryan and all of his family got out of
"Laburnun" and turned the house over to the servants

of the several Bryan families . . Qn onezoccasion he made

P

arrangements for a station wagon-load of the William and
Mary servants to join those of the Bryan family at the
party. Mr. Bryan had an old retired retainer --I don't
think he ever did anything but open the front door at
"Laburmum" -~ who was the central character of the
Bryan peo_ple)and naturally Henry gravitated to him,

. The o0ld man remarked that with Mr. Bry\;a?b the president,
William and Mary was going to be a veryg.‘:\" college, would
show improvement with Mr. Bryan there as president, and so
on. Henry took some issue with it and said, "William and
Mary was a great college long before Mr. Bryan was ever born."
And there came to theim a very quick and hot argument
which had to be broken up by Ernest Cumber and some of the
people from William and Ma.ry) along with some of the cooler-

headed ones at "Laburnum." In other words, Henry considered
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the college and even his role in it a great deal more im-
portant than that of this Johnny-come-lately who had be-
come president of the college.# And then one Christmas ~-
just before Christmas -~ Mr. Bryan had a big bowl of
eggnog made and told Charlie Duke, the assistant to the
president and bursar, to invite people over to the f-‘resi-
dent's House for a little eggnog. So Charlie said to
Henry, "Henry, Mr. Bryan has a little eggnog. Won't you
come over after work this afternoon and have a cup?® And
Henry's reply was a classic cone: "Mr. Duke, I've been
brought up too polite to refuse."” And so he joined in
the party. A@@amﬂj :'tw:.fpretty good. party..



145

There was another old man on the staff at that time,
"Uncle Alec" Woodall. "Uncle Alec" had come to the college

with Dr. Tyler in 1888 but he had gotten into some sort of

)

argument _and he left the college about 1895 or 1896 and had

gone y t)o live with Colonel Ewell up above Town . After
the death of Colonel Ewell:, Alec came back and joined the
college staff ,but the older members of the staff -- Henry
and Ernest Cumber and some of the rest of them -~ weren't
at all cordial toward "Uncle Alec" because "Uncle Alec"
wasn't as loyal as they were. he had left the college
and gone somewhere else to work for awhile. Nevertheless,
"Uncle Alec" lived near the campus. (Hls wife was dead),
~ He stolled around with a little white poodle dog
that slept. « in the coal bin; 1t was one of the most
disgraceful things you ever saw. I don't know what
"Uncle Alec! did_; I suppose that he worked somewheie
on the grounds or in one of the building%j‘gut he used to
walk across the campus and he would call o;t at the top
of his voice, " Hey, 409 ‘ " and students would answer
him from somewhere else‘ on the campus, "Hey, yup I And he
alinrsyis
wasﬂaccé%t;rpanied by that little dirty white coal-dust black
dog. Well, "Uncle Alec" in his later years got married
again) and his new wife found that he had one room of his
house filled with cas’qi\off clothing given to him by the

students. "Uncle Alec'" would come up to you on campus and

say, "That's a nice looking suit you've got on. You got any
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suits in your wardroom you want to give away?" And you would

R

be cordial to the old boy and give him suits you'd discarded.
He was running a good seconéihand clothing business with
the suits that he got from the students.é?“Uncle Alec" at~
tended that party at the Pregident's House that Charlie

Duke had been invitedm%gﬁﬂ The next morning William Cumber,
who was the butler for the presidentjéame - . to rsee Mrs.
Duke-- Mrs. Duke was Mr. Bryan's hostess-- and he said,

"Mrs. Duke, you through with those flowers in the back living
room?" Mrs. Duke said, "Well, yes, William. I wanted to ask
you to throw them out and replace them." He said, "Do you
mind if I give them to Mrs. Woodall?" And Mrs. Duke said,
"No, that's perfectl&?ilright‘but why do you want to give
those oldsflowers to Mrs. Woodallt®® "Well," he said, "You
know Uncle Alec was over here at the eggnog party yesterday,
and he took just a little bit more than he should have When
he got home and Mrs. Wbodaléz;nt him out in the backyard to
get some wood for the stove} ‘#é brought it in, sat down in
his rocking chair, and he just went off sound asleep right
there)and.Mrs. Woodall was a little bit upset about you
letting 'Uncle Alec" get drunk like that." So Mrs. Duke
said, "Well, William, you take those flowers over to Mrs.
Wcodall)and tell her I'm awfully sorry about 'Uncle Alec;

and I hope he feels better this afternoon.t

To go back téiomewhat earlier days}Henry had charge of

the Wren Building; . he carried the keyjand on one occasion
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Henry had had a little too much to dr(iﬁ oniﬁaturday night
Ly el e D
and Dr. Tyler was called to deal with rl(zj . Dr. Tyler saw
4 &)

)

Henry and said, "Billups, you're fired." Henry thanked him

and went on home. On Monday morning when time came for the

college to ppen)the Wren Building was locked. So Dr. Tyler

said, "What's the trouble? Why is the Wren Building locked?

Go get Billups"." Well, they went down the street -- Henry

lived on Nassau or perhaps Henry Street at that time -- and

asked Henr;;lrt{:%ome up and open the Wren Building. 8o Henry

came up, went to see Dr. Tyler) and Dr. Tyler said, " Billups, why haven't o
got that building open?" And Henry's reply was, "De; Tf}iex—

you fired me." He said, "If you don't open that door right

nwediddid, |
away I will fire you. Get in there and open it/\aggé." 1

other

And there areqinstances when Henry got fired on Saturday
night and was reemployed on Monday morning.

In those days Henry had to be on hand to open the build-
ing at night if there was a meeting there. There was a cifsa‘sﬁ;i\e commitbe <

o meavba ,
meeting échat\ meeting of the entire faculty with Dr. Tyler) )
and Dr. Tyler went over to the chapel to attend the meeting)
and he turned to Henry and said, "Billups, what time is it?®
And Henry said, "Dr. Tyler, I ain't got no watch. I don't
know what time it is."” Well,” he said, "Billups, do you know
where the sundial is?" "Yes, sir." (This was the sundial
~ Flal Ho.f&n

which was given by the elass—ef 1911 and stood out behind the
Great Hall, the northi~ wing of the Wren Building.) “ Well,”

he said, "Go out and look at the sundial and see what time
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it is." A4nd Henry said, "Why, E&;?}ﬂ@syou can't tell nothing
by a sundial at night." "Well, take a lantern, sir, take
a lantern and find out what time it is.®
That event came back to attention in I-think-it-was 1938,

Ledtcl

1938 was Henry's fiftieth amniversary of employment by the
college. Colonel John Womack Wright. who was an alumnus of the
college back in the first decade of the century,:g;ess, thought
that we should do something to recognigze Henry's long and
devoted service to the college. So on homecoming day that
year a ceremony was held in old Phi Beta Kappa Hall,and
Colonel Wright presented Henry with a watch and‘gichain)
with a bell on the chain. Well, Henry and all of his family
and all of his friénds were there. Henry and Colonel Wright

and perhaps the alumni secretary, Charlie McCurdy, were, as

3
I racall.im)the only people on the stage,but the first row

or two of seats in the audience were occupied by Henry's
friends and his family. So Colonel Wright made a very

nice little talk and presented Henry with the watch and chain
and the little bell)and Henry bowed graciously and accepted

it and expressed his appreciation)and then went to the lectern.
Now while this was going on the audience had all riseq;;
they were about to take their seats when Henry moved up to

the lecternsso everybody remained standlng * Henry said,

"I just want to say one thingfiigeéollege anywhere in America
that has been as nice to people as William and Mary. It's the

greatest college in America)and we all ought to be very, very
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proud of 11;"}' o ~  And he turned to go back to his
b,
seat and the audience turned to sit downjbut Henry changed

t L

his mind before getting to his seat and he gg;é, "One more

)
thing. There's no place anywhere in America where the

alumni are as kind and thoughtful to the people who work

for them as William and Mary. This is a great 1nstitution}
and we all ought to be proud of it)" and so - he

started off just like that. Well, Henry went back and forth
between his chair and the lectern for about twenty minutes,
and the audience alternately started to sit down) #b’b%eady
@owsquatvand then had to stand up again to hear Henry through

2 bt vl
another twenty minutes or so. It wasé'ﬁf all overﬂm

b that Henry had had a few drinks Jjust to

fortify himself against the rigors of the event.

It was very hard to find Henry except during the daytime,. _

except when he rang the bell in the Wren Building. He would

be there at the bellrope. He would ring the bell and the most
Y haud )

familiar recollection,of Henry is of Henry holding his watch

in his left hand and pull:.ng?hat bellrope with his right hand.

He was usually on time. If you tried to find Henry between

hours you might try.him about masltime. Now mailtime was

something like quarter of 11:00 or 11:00,and for the last

)
twelve or fifteen years of his career Henry broke in a sub-
stitute to help carry the mail. His substitute was young

£
Alfred Ep%@ui whom Henry called "Ikie." Now "Ikie" was about

five feet tall and Henry was about six feet tall,and the mail
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the college got in those days would fill up,say,a third of
the average maii:pag«.- - wasnitrvery-mueh~to"#t. One per-
son sorted the:mail and distributed it up in Marshall-Wythe
Hall)which was later renamed James Blair Hall. It was
quite a sight to see Henry slowly walking up the campus,
smo}gg‘ja cigar, trailed by "Ikie," much shorter and with a
heavy bag of mail over his shoulder. If you asked Henry
how it happened that he had that little fellow carrying
N S rert e vy o him :
his mail, Henry'd reply, always he)§ breakingq}n on the job.
cﬁf Now to go back to finding Henry at other times when he
wasn't ringing the bell or getting the mailff£aking the
mail dountown:’jou had to be a real detective. You'd
ask Ernest, "Eénest, you know where Henry is?" "No, sir."
"Ernest, we have to find Henry right away." "He's over in
the building." "Where Ernest?" "Over in the buildings. Over
on the other side of the campus. He's over in a building."
"Well, can I go get him?" “No, sir, you can't find him."
Well, it would turn out that Henry)after ringing thi&?i%l
at 10:00 in the morningjwould go to the Dodge Room of\Phi
Beta Kappa Hall}and there he would have a brief meeting
with his friends from the other building%a . I got in there
once)and I was amazed to find that every maid and janitor
of any building near at hand was sittingdround, smoking. and
talking with Henry. Henry had the position of the central
person in the show\and heuwas smoking a cigar and having a

fine time about it. That went on in Henry's later days.
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c# I once commented to I-Ienry-‘br% -- this must have been some

time in the late '40s or '50s after Henry'd been on the

thsts
staff for sixty years or more -- i?t didn't seem to me that
warl
he did very much work. And Henry said, "No, sirg I;\did my

work." He did his work)and he didn't intend to be bothered
by any young instructor calling him for neglect of duty.
Well, Henry, as I say, retired in 1951. He'd been at

the college sixty-three years when that happened. He was
sixteen years old when he came to the college)so he was
right far beyond the retirsment a,ge@"’ ~ - §ome years later
when his successor was about to retire, there was some
discussion over how long the successor, Arthur Hill, had
rung the bell in the Wren Building. And so I went to the
persommel office to find out when Henry had retired from
the collégeo and—I-nobiced—bhat-thecolege-had 115" %
retirementsystem-drr-operatictiat that time. Under the ,System ,
& a state employee you-were-compelled-to retire at age 70,

- ¥he young man in th?gersonnel office who looked up the

pus cSert

record said, "This is interesting. Looks to me like this man
never retired." I said, "What do you mean, 'never retired?in
Kido 4 han bilon
"Well," he said, "right on the feeé-of-ib is a letter from the
governor of Virginia saying that in view of his long and
devoted service to William and Mary)he should be retained on
full employment until his dea:bh;"' so Henry received full pay
from 1888 until he died in 1955.

I said earlier that Henry lived down on Henry Street.
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That was then the area near the restored area of the city) s0

when Dr. Goodwin was buying up land for Mr. Rockefeller he

explained to Mr. Rockefeller that Henry was a devoted and

highly regarded eitizen of the city of Williamsburg and that

he, Mr. Rockefeller, should make some recognition of that in

giving Henry a good price for his home. So Mr. Rockefeller

agreed and told Dr. Goodwin to do whatever was right under

[Goodwin]

the circumstances. So hei\went to see Henry)and he said,
"Now . Billups, Mr. Rockefeller knows you're a good citizen)

and he has authorized me to offer you $20,000 for your home.

I have the check here if you'll accept it." Henry said,
"You better give it to me before you changes your mind.®

So he took the $20,000 and then bought a plot of land on

Armistead Avenue - Be decided that he would make an in-

vestment of that $20,0005 He would build a home and rent

it to a faculty member. It was good and close to the col-

lege) and it would have £ éood rental value. So he went

to work and actually had made a tentative agreement with

a member of the faculty to rent the house. Well, as the

house came along it looked more and more abtractive to

Henry)and finally one day as he stood there and saw the

men put the finishing touches on it, Henry said, "That

is too good a house for a member of the faculty. I'm go~

ing to live in it myself." And so he lived in it until

his daath,}emd his family -~ his daughter‘swho is a grand--

mother now-dives in the house to this day.
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I had the kind of relationship with Henry that a great
many alumni had. He was a source of great information and
help. When I came to Williamsburg to teach in January 1931,

I called on the people I knew for assistance. I went tozsee
Dr. Morton and asked where I might live,and he told me where
Dr. Guy lived and that he thought that Dr. Guy had a room

he wanted to rent and so on. So I rented a room from Dr.Guy.
And then when I went over to the college and went to work

there arose the problem of having my laundry done@ - I sought
out Henry and said, "Do you know where I could get my weekly
laundry done? It doesn't involve the bedding, towels, things
of that sor‘b} ;ust my personal laundry." He said, "Rebecca'll
take care of that. You bring your laundry over to the office —~
and bring it on Monday morning, always on Monday morning. Rebeeca'll
do your laundry, and I'll bring it back to you Wednesday after-
noon." I said, "Fine, Henry. How muchi%hat going to cosé?
Well, we did a little arguing )a.nd it ended upﬁ}‘ft.:?s a week.
e, in December of 1936, was looking forward,Mrs.Lanbert's
and my wedding )and Henry stopped me on the street one day and
said, "I hear you're going to get married.®" I said, "Yes,
Henry. We're going to get married in Richmond)and by the way,
I hope you'll be there for the wedding." "Oh, yes, I'm going
to be up for the wedding. I'm going up with lots us boys.

We going up there in a college station wagon. I ain!t talking
about that; I'm talking about your laundry." ‘Well I said,

"What about my laundry, Henry?" “Well," he said, “you're getting
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marriedj there s going to be more laundry." I said, "No, now
Henry, I don't think that's going to happen that way." "Well,
there!ll be a little something here and little something
there. It'll add up. Yox;{“'\r:; laundry . going to be a
quarter a week more.!" Welz, I hadn't much choice)so I

went on and accepted it. Then in 1939 my sister came to

college. She lived at my house_and Henry sgain stopped me

}
on the campus one day to say, "You got a sister in collegse?"
I said, "I have, Henry." "She live over at your house?"

I said, "Yes." He said, "Your laundry --" I said, "Wait

a minute, Henry. She's not going to send out any laundry.
She's going to take care of her own laundry,,}or send what she
needs to back home. He said, "There'll be a little something
-here, a little something there. I%!'ll add up. It's going
to cost you a quarter a week more." So right 2 h'e/ got us up
to $1.75 a week. And then after her graduation in 'L3 there
was no adjustment made and at that time I werb o the navy,
Weld.nows I stayed in Williamsburg throughout the war)and )
Rebecca continued to do my laundry. I was with the chaplain’s
school as personnel officer and had a lot of other minor
administrative duties, . = 6ne day the officer of the day

came to my office and said, "There's an old colored gentle-
man out here who wants to see you." I said, "Lieutenant,
what's his name?" "Well, he wouldn't tell me his name. He
said you'd know who it was." Well, I <idn't know who it was,

but this piqued my curiosity )and I said, "Well, bring:him in."
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é ,,,,,,, -
. It was Henry. Now. when the navy : started out in

Williamsburg we had two ﬁniforms: the blue dress uniform
and the white summer un:i.f'omj %ut we soon got a third
uniform, the working uniform, which would be khaki or a
little bit later on,gray. In any event )when we got the
the khaki uniform )which was very appropriate for summer
wear,we also got a khaki shirt to wear with it. So when
Henry came in to see me I said, "What's the trouble, Henry?®
He said, "You ain't wearing a white shirt." "No, Henry,
this is a khaki shirt." "Well, qeatlémen wear white
shirts:" I said, "Henry, this is the summer uniform of the
navy." "Who says so?" I said, "Henry, it's the mlgé’.“
“Well, he said, "Ghange the rules. Change the rules, Gemtdemen
wear white shirts. Becky don't like to see you in those
khaki shirts." ‘Well, I said, r}?ill you please tell Rebec-
ca that for the duration of the war I'll have to abide by
the navy rules and wear the khaki shirts. Tell her I under-
stand they don't do up as nice as the white shirts." "Well,
I'1l tell hery but she won't like it."

There are many other stories about Henry. I doubt that
you could get together two alumni of the peridd before 1930
or 'hO without stimulating two or three stories about Henry
and Dr. Tyler and Dr. Hall.

Dr. Tyler was a most gracious gentleman. I was shockedT-—
surprised~at a reception at “Laburnum," Mrs Bryan's home in

Richmond, when this very handsome gentleman came up to me and
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introduced himself. He said, “I'm Lyon Tyler. I under=~
stand your name is Lambert." I said, "Tes it is." " Well,
he said, "fou‘re my successor." I said, "No, I'm not

your successor. You couldn't possibly mistake me for John
Stewart Bryan. (John Stewar§ Bryan was about 6'10"; I was
5123 3/hn,)  "No," he said, "I don't mean that. You're
teaching psychology aren't you?" I said, "Yes sir, that's
right." He said, "I was the first to teach psychology at
William and Mary." And later I went back and got out an
1889 catalog -- the first catalog to be published after the
college had been closed for seven years -~ and sure enough,
Dr. Tyler had taught a course in psychology at that time.

I didn't meet Dr. Tyler on any other occasion during his
lifetime )but a biography of Dr. Tyler will show that after
the death of his first wife he married a Miss Ruffin and
had two sons by her. The older was Lyon G. Tyler, Jr.)and
the younger one was Harrison Tyler. About 1942 when I was
dean of men and director of admissions er. Duke from the
president's office called to say that Mrs. Tyler . - wanted
to see me’}and shci was on her way down to my office. So I

.

met Mrs. Tylerf&% this tall, slender aﬁolescent)and Mrs.

Tyler said, "Mr. Lambert, this is my son, Iyon Tyler, Jr.
I have decided that he will come to William and Mary and
upon getting:his degree here gd\to the University of Vir-
ginia and study law. Will you please make the necessary

arrangements!" dnd that was that. He did just that )but he
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subsequently after the 1961-'65 memoria] yearsentered
Duke University as a graduate /Ltudenx in history and
achieved his doctorate and has for some years now been
teaching American history.

Dr. Tyler was noted for his forgetfulness. He would
come to chapel in the morning -- and by way of explanation
let me say that until 1926 the college had chapel every
morning. Before Dr. Chandler's coming to the college every
man went to chapel every morning. When Dr. Chandler became
presidenérﬁhey increased the enrollment,we attended chapel
by class: Monday the seniors, Tuesday the juniors, and so on.
This was made necessary by reason of the fact that the
chapel would seat only about 100 people eamyhow. Well, Dr.
Tyler attended chapel quite regularly)and on occasions
he would be in a hurry to get to chapel on time and would
go over to the chapel without his collar and tie: * He
would take his place on the little stage at the f;cnt of the
chapel}and Henry would come up to him and whisper in his ear
that he’wasn't wearing no collar and tie so Dr. Tyler would
defer the opening of chapel while Henry went back to the
President's House to fetch the collar and tie.

One of Dr. Tyler's daughters married James Southall
Wilson,who was, I think, about the class of 1904 or so. Wil-
son in later years was on the faculty at University of
Virginia as professor of English and subsequently as dean of

the graduate school. In those days there were a number of
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graduates
William and Mary\who went to the university for medicine

or for law or for other academic subjects,and Dr. Wilson

)
and Mrs. Wilson would have jﬁ% reception for the William
and Mary people who were just entering5 this was a regular
occasion in the fall. About 1931 or 32 a William and Mary
alumnus by the name of Bowen went up to the university to
study law .  With the group of other William and Mary alumni he
began to pass on some of the stories heﬁﬂggrd about Dr.
Tyler and his forgetfui:hess,gnd he told the story that
I've heard from other sources that on one occasion Dr.

Cof his T

Tyler had gone to Richmond with twq\children and when

)
he returned in the evening on the train Mrs. Tyler met
him at the door to welcome him home)and then said, "But
Lyon, where are:the children?" And Dr. Tyler said,
"Lord bless me, I left those tiwo children standing on a
corner at 7th and Main Street in Richmondf" Well, Bowen
told this story and got his laugh)and then he said, "I

suppose there's not a word of truth in it.but it mekes a

)
good story anyhow." Mrs. Wilson came into the conwersation
and said, "Young man, I'll have you know there is a word

of truth in it. I was one of the two children left stand~
ing on the corner in Richmond!® (&ou have to beware about
telling stories about Williamsburg to Williamsburg residentsj
fhere is always a falr chance that a cousin will be in the

audience:>

Dr. Hall,who was a Richmonder and who attended McGuire
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School and then I think Hampden-Sidney and then took his
graduate work in history and English at Johns Hopkins
University, joined the faculty in &:@é& Dr. Hall was
devoted to Virginia, Phi Beta Kappa,qé.nd the Episcopal
church)and sinceche wasn't a graduate of William and Mary
he couldn't be quite as strong in his allegiance to the
college as he was to the first three. If it hadn't been
for that he would have had four keys: to heaven: the church,
Phi Beta Kappa, Virginia, and William and Mary. He had
strong likes and dislikes. He had been a student at Johns
Hopkins when the mustreet Savings Bank collapsed;: ' he
lost his savings}and he never forgave Baltimore for that.
Along in the early '20s Dr. Joseph Rowe and Mrs. Rowe
Jjoined the facul‘by( Dr. Rowe taught mathematics for several
years here ,\ fne morning as Dr. Hall was walking up the
center wa.ll% of the college yard $o0 the Wren Building ~-=he
alyays came up at 10:00 in the morning -~ he met Mrs. Rowe)
and he said, "Mrs. Rowe, Iﬁnderstand you come from Balti-
more." OShe said, "Yes." He said, "I went to Johns Hope-
kins) you know.® She said, "Yes, I've heard that." I
Just want to say. I don't like Baltimore or any of its
people in the city. Godd morming, m am" and walked on his
way. That is a very brusque and perhaps discourteous thing
to do)but it was Dr. Hall.

I said he came up that walk at 10:00 in the morning.

“When he did he had his coat thrown over his shoulders.-.-.}‘idn‘t
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stop to put his arms in the sleeves at all. He Jjust put
the coat over <his shoulders like a cape and walked along.
And-one morning a student was walking up the walk with hir@
-~ . Fhe student kept glancing sideways at himja.nd Dr. Hall
said, "I suppose, young man, you wonder why I wear my coat
like that." The boy said, "Well, frankly Dr. Hall, I was
wondering:c;t%. t tell, itl!s to keep myself warm, you jackass,
to keep myself wa.m;‘ and walked right on.

On a similar occasion he was coming up the walk and he
met Dr. Guy. Now Dr. Guy came from Newfoundland. He had
attended college in Nova Scotia and had won a Rhodes scholar-
ship from there and then had beenat Oxford and finally took
his doctorate at University of Chicago. Ng where along the
way had he had the opportunity to join Phi Beta Kappa. He
was made a‘.:fjhonorary member of Phi Beta Kappa by William and
Mary in later years. But Dr. Hall met Dr. Guy on the way up
the street)and he mid, "Morming, Guy." And Dr. Guy said, "Good
morning, Dr. Hall." Dr. Hall said, "Guy, are you a member of
Phi Beta Kappa?" And Dr. Guy said, "No, Dr. Hall,I'm not."
"Well,.you ought to join. It's a good society. You ought to
join. Good moming) t /ind walked on his way.

I had, I think, at least three classes with Dr. Hall. I
know I took Virginia histozyj‘and I took an extensive course in
Shakespeare and an intensive course in Shakespeare;and I don't
know exactly how I heppened to graduate without having ftgken his

Anglo-Saxon.. I should say how I happened to graduate as an
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English major without having Anglo~Saxon or reading Beowulf.

I suppose it occurred because I had graduated in a summer

session on the basis of three year's work. But I gradiated

in August of 1927;and that fall when I was at Johns Hopkins

I came back to visit the college and went over to the
Wren Building between classes to see Dr. Hall.vygﬁmiad

:t S"\ )

met ?iﬁ?% "Dy, Hall, glad to see you, sir." "Yes, yeg; he ma?aiﬁxd

I

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\ WWhy aren't you taking my Anglo-Saxon?" I said, "Dr. Hall,

{
|

I graduated." "Humph," he said, "There must be seme mistake."
Well, that took all the wind out of wy sailgéihat there had
been some mistake about my graduation.

His heroes included above all Edgar Allan Poe. He was
very much impressed with the notion that he, Dr. Hall, had
attended McGuire School in Richmond)where Edgar Allan Poe
had also attended school. "Just think," he would say, "I
may have sat in one of thése chairs that Edgar Allan Poe sat
in." He was just as intense in his dislike o{”}fngfallow
graduated at Hopkins his thesis consisted of a translation R\

of Beowulf into modern poetry. He was very proud of that. K

He thought he was a pretty goed poeﬁ)and when he was made a
Lowdgw
member of the adammt society of poets and artrsts this really //

[

Well, he thought one of the best essays:

went to his head.
.

,x”ﬁé?&wgggfm}ead was /one by Poe called "Longfellow and Othiikf

_ Plagarists.” He [ = thought that was just wonderful /!

.

P

.
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is stony is centered about John Latané Lewis

writing. }
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dr.y who graduated around 1930,I guess it was, maybe a lit-
tle bit later. He studied lawj f!e was later a librarian
xt the law school and a member of the faculty. He is

retired and lives here in Williamsburg. But one day in
class Dr. Hall asked one of his general questions to which
the entire class was expected to respond,and the question
Was:évho is the greatest poet that Virginia has ever
devel;ped? ’ And the answer was perfectly easy, Edgar Allan
Poe. And thenzgho is te greated poet ever in America? y
Well, the answer again was Edgar Allan Poe. Then:”;who

is the greates&/goet in Virgini@ today? >’“:, s gobody said a

WN‘J =

thimg; and the old man leaned forward over his desk.and he-

)

said, "Some people say that I am." Well, John Lewis in the

back row said, "Ha, ha, ha, ha," He hadn't meant to be

discourtécus)bu‘t he gimply was amused at the idea. The old

man put his hands on the front of the desk and pulled him-

self up and said, "Thou @Uf:‘r}ﬁ milksop. Thou damned fool."

Well, John regained his good graces and graduated wibh in otde s,
Just as he disliked ﬁ%tmet Savings Bank and the

city of Baltimore and Longfello;a\?l;é H.a._ci{s!o disliked Toano be~

cause Toano at one time had tried to get the county seat of

James City County up there. It was located in Williamsburgs

Williamsburg wasn't even in James City Gounty) and some of the

Toano residents felt that the county seat should be moved.

Dr. Hall didn't think it should be moved. He thought the

county seat should be right here and he made no bones about

)
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it. He had a great way of asking the members of his class

14 ot
at the beginning of the yea:[} what's your namez where're you

u

fromz émd if somebody said "Toano;' he said, "You canlt-pass
my c‘las/s. You can't pass my class." And so far as I know
it was a regulation that was fully observed: Toano people
simply didn't stay in his class.

He had a great way of saying, "Move up front, brethven
Move up front." And T Keow & instances\: g%'{fcients who sat
in the back row the first month 5 . got a grade like T1%,
moved up midway in the classroom and got a grade the next
month of about 80, and then took théir seats on the front
row in the final month:and graduated with an "A'". He was
a little cantanleteus about his grading. My first year in
gollege he gave numerical grades[ I guess all three years
we followed numerical grade%)and Dr. Hall gave fractions.

He liked to make wisecracks but he disliked for students to
make a wisecrack back at hi%' - fn one occasion, Edward
Lamberth, with whom I was in class, was rash enough to
wisecrack back at the old gentleman)and he failed the course
with 7lés.

Dr. Hall had very little warm feeling about the girls,
about the ladies )’ Le did not think very much of William and
Mary's having gone coed. He taught during the summer term,
and he usually called his school teachers his "ancient lambsy'
and he meant it as derogatory termé Those school teachers, old

school teachers -~ they must have been thirty, thirty-five years
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old - . ~=- would simper and smile and be pleased about iti
)ﬁe was making fun of them. Others he would say belonged to
the "club of the mature minds.® He had picked that up from
the patients at Eastern State Hospital. There was a group

of patients of Eastern State Hospital who called themselves
"the mature mindsy and Dr. Hall if he was being critical
of students in the class)would call them members of "the
society of mature minds.m

There were two sisters in the college in the '20s, the
Berkeley girls. The younger was a perfectly beautiful little

girl)and she knew it and Dr. Hall went out of his way to

)
puncture her sails or to deflate her. He was reading Macbeth
with
one day)and he came to the section-ef the three witche%ix:‘
‘ A

He said he wanted the students in the class to read that pas-
sageyand he turned to Miss Berkeley)and he said, "Miss Berke-
ley, you be the first witch. You look like a witch." Well.
of éourse, nobody%taiver more completely deflated than little Miss
Berkeley was when being told she looked like a witch)but that
was Dr. Hall's way of puﬁing her down.

Dr. Hall used to attend the meetings of the discipline
committee; the whole faculty didegihere were only six or seven
members on the faculty, and they constituted %Mffisiiﬁg;gg%ee.
Séi?ﬁg; had been one night a prolonged and difficult case
and Dr. Hall went home tired, irritable, exhauste%bii‘ He had

two sons, two young boys, and he immediately pulled vhem out

of bed and began to.spank both of them. And Mrs. Hall,
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sweet gentle soul that she was, said, "lesslie, why are you

doing that? Those boys haven't done anything." "No," he

spanking, a spanking in advance to protect _himself against
any misconduct on their part.

He wore wire-rimmed glasses which were never, never
fitted to his face( fhey may have been the first time he
got them at: the optﬁmetrisg%and they usually were dibrty.

About 1928 or so the Colonial Echo wanted to have Dr. Hall's

photograph in the yearbook)so he was given an appointment to
see the photographer and have his picture taken. The photo-
grapher got Dr. Hall seated in the chair and went around be-
hind the camera and pulled the black cloth over his head so
he could get the picturgp - He tried to see Dr. Hall's eyes,
and he cculdn'%}a . He took the black cloth off and went
around to see br. Hall and said, "Dr. Hall, something's wrong.
I can't see your eyes." Well, when he got close to him he
saw the reason: the glasses were just filthy. So he said,
"Do you mind, Dr. Hall, if I wash those glasses ¢ff for you?"
Dr, Hall said, "No, you can wash them." So the photographer
took the glasses over to the basin in the corner of the room
and washed them off thoroughly, dried them, and put them back
ogxﬂybr. Hall said, "Ha! Haven't seen so well in years! I
was thinking about going to an optometrist. Now I won't have
to." I'm sure he never took any care of his glasses, never

made any attempt to clean them.

-

clet

- :
. ’ NS . fﬁa, it
said, "they haven't, but they wil%; so he gave a gw@wsdéxgh%af'Fﬁ4ﬁﬂ}xﬁ' -
s /-'? o
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He was an arrogant and a high~handed, self-sufficient
teacher. He gave occasional tests,)and if you happened by any
chance to 'hurn a paper that you had written with a hard lead
pencllﬂhe sat at his des{, received the papers as you finished --
he'd pick the paper up and loock at it and say, "“Humph. ﬂat}x.@ wiitten
e-nieked on this paper}" and drop it in the wastebasket. So
it early became known to every class that if yom;e going
to write a paper for Dr. Hall you'd better write it in ink
or else in a pencil withisufficient soft lead to make a real
black mark because if it was the light mark of a hard lead
pencil Dr. HAll would never read it.

Despite his somewhat questionable pedagogic techniques
he really taught people a great deal about English. I suppose
we learned by osmosis or absorption or something of the sor't.,)
but so many of his people came out with distinct love for
Shakespeare an;znderstanding and love for Poe and an under-
standing and a love for early colonial history. He seemed
to give you very little material in classs but he was demand~
in his expectations of you )and somehow or other you learned
things.

Henry Billups and Dr. Hall and Dr. Tyler -~ they fall
together in a class. There were others in the olden days about
whom other stories were told. There's a story of Dr. Wharton,
L.B. Wharton( fhis was back in the first decade of the cezrrt‘,nur:sr).S
and L.B. Wharton was called "Lima Bean" Wharton -- never to

his face, of course. And there was Dr. Bishop,who was a very
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C¢lerieal =-looking minister. Dr. Geiger, who joined the
faculty in 1916, and who was?a-th teachexfj{&aé philosophy
and with whom I worked when I returned to the college on
the faculty in 1931} " used to tell this story end I
about

never can remember whether it was, Wharton or Bishop; I
think it must have been Wharton. Dr. Geiger had a friend
visiting him)and they went downtown. Dr. Wharton was in
the post office getting some stamps. Dr. Geiger went up
to him and said, "Dr. Wharton, when you're free I'd like
to introdice a friend of mine@”t “.o+ ..+ Dr. Wharton
said, "Don't wapt. to know him. Know damn too manyﬁeople
alreadyy“ /Aindt:’t;%hat dismissed him.

I think that the college underwent right sharp changes
with the enrollment of women. Dr. Hall's language tended
to deteriorate a little bit when he had classes of men only.
I'm sure this was true of others.that they felt a freedom
in their classroom with the men that they never experienced
again with the women. There were occasions when for reasons
we men never knew whm% the women were absent from classmm@f
for a few classes of the day) and anytime Dr. Hall ran.into
something like that he would begin to use a little rough
languagei /ie was a little careless. He seemed to enjoy

it. It was his way of expressing his masculinity.
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