THEIMA BROWN HEFFELFINGER

For most of her life Mrs. Heffelfinger has observed William and
Mary from the vantage point of a toﬁnsperson. She came in 1911, moving
here when her father, Dr. G.W. Brown, became director of Eastern S@ate
Hospital. Since Wiliiam and Mary was not yet coeducational when she
was ready for college, her degree is from Randolph-Macon (her younger
sister was in the first class of coeds). She was, however, very much
a part of the town's social life, which she tells about in this inter-
view. For a few years in the early 1920s she taught physical education
at the college, and later she served for a brief time as J.A.C. Chandler's

secretary.

Mrs. Heffelfinger read the transcript and made a few minor changes.
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Thelma Brown Heffelfinger

June 17, 1975 Ws“}i@;@hwg ,Va,
Dean Lambert fj:lﬁ me that ydu came here in 1911 and that you
could probablyﬁ%aik something about the social life between. i
the college and the town. I've been told that back in those
[ hetboween

8 d there was just no way to dist h the two.
arly ays:,f%w. re was just no way inguisf\ewo
Is that true? ' .
Ne, o was seid Willienshoty
He's all wrong. ﬁa,ck in those days‘,,\ ¥ was the town rvhece “the {azﬂ
lived off the crazy because practically everybody in Wil-

liamsburg worked at the Eastern State Hospital. There

ot

were very few things --}\ course)there were old stores and
ver
things of that sort ~- but ver;)v&faw means of livelihood for
. WerW o
people in town ~-- except for/\the‘ezwﬁliam and Mary faculty.
thic.h had five members when we came here in 191 1) or %o~

worie-ground—at the hospital whe
Sp! L

around-the hospital-for-years: If you weren't qualified to
teach and weren't down on the janitorial\i%? something of
that sort, you worked at the Eastern State Hospital. Our
staff around there was sc\zl &;f;iall ~~- the professional staff,
I mear;( the doctors):"they didn't know what a registered
nurse was until my dad started getting some ~-?M

Jm)md the town was small and I guess you might say,but

a d"«g‘%\r@ )
there wasiZEr ‘bhis%ig{\difference between town and gown — —
there wasn't any question sbout it, very distinet dif-

ference. I don't know whether Janet Kimbrough gave you
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that impression or not)but that was certainly the way it 2
seemed to me. Of course, maybe I was in a position ML, 08 e

Also, her father might have been more connected to the col=-

legey ‘gzaybe her family would have more ==

Well, ;.hat's true. Her father never had any connection at

the college except ) .« ~her—fatherts

family througg ‘tthuckars way back y  you see. Sé she

saw more of that side of it. I saw the side where the
Cthtee-teurbhs o them)

people in'f:-tovmj\depended upon my father's institution,-three<z:

W for their livelihood )and there was quite a

difference in the social strata, if I may so speal;)not

meaning to sound discriminating or anything of that sort C\)-n@’

Ehsre was quite a difference.

it's a statement of fact.

That's right. The faculty -- some of them, you know, might have

looked down their noses at peOpl@if they weren't the doctors

and their families ﬁhy:i:*were the laboring class. But the

place was so small the?g\?w there weren'!t as many as -200-twe hundeed

students at the collegéi

Right. It was very small.

Very, very small. Dr. and Mrs. Tyler were two of my parents’

very closest friaxd%and I'm sure that you've heard more

tales about Dr. Tyler than I could possibly tell yo@ﬁ.‘yler

was one of the most delightful people and one of the most
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abseniminded you've ever seen. He'd drive down the street
== back in those days, of course, horse-and-buggy days --
he'd drive down the street and come walking hom%pm-%zis
stable man <ust never said a wordj" e just walked down
the street until he saw where Dr. Tyler had left his

o nd
horse, ggt in the buggy,{\dz;{ve on home. That was nearly

an evergzglroon\ ance.

Then when ke finally got an automobile, he didn't know how

to backyso when they had to build him a little garage,
he said, "You can't put a back in that because I can't

turn around. I've got to have a garage I can drive right on

through."
Did he have one of the first cars in town?
: ~cown
We had the car in/:car. I don't think Dr. Tyler had one

for some time. Mr. Person --
Yes, he had the first.
Mr. Person and Mr. Ball -- Mrs. Ball lived in the Peyton#
Randolph House #keze (her two daughters live there now) -~
and Mr. Will Bozarth -~ they had the first three. My dad
'L"\N”& ,n -&;cwy\

bought me the—-ﬁewﬂah one, I think it was quite g jhile be=-
fore Dr. Tyler got an old ?ziodel-T. He just walked -~ every-
body walked all over toun.
Well, it was small enog.gk;\you could do W
Certainly it was. And the Duke of Gloucester Street was

: LTSN,
nothing but a mudspite Mr. Warburton was mayor of the

dy. ~<7he had one of the




earlier cars [ not fourth, fifth, or sixth but somewhere
along in there " e was driving down the sidewalk and
someone who didn't recognize Mr. Harburton said, "What in
the world do you mean driving down the street?:-(There weven't
wasn any sidewalks really@W
sidewalks then)" What in the world are you driving down
the street here for? Someone ought to report you to the
mayor.® So he looked at them very innacently and said,
"T am the mayor." And he was the mayor. MA& dad and
- suTYaoe.
Dr. J.A.C. Chandler built the hard service road down Duke
A

of Gloucester and from Duke of Gloucester on down to the

The ghetbion tgad— .
railroad station. (Ftis not where it is now; it was up

A off Scuth Englend >

nearer the Duke of Gloucester Sireet and one street down)‘)
Dr. Chandler said, "Dr. Brown, I know my alumni can go
to the General Assembly and lobby for me@&n@ your alumni
can't go and lobby for you ,)ao I'm able to get more money
for my institution than you are able to get for yourss
so I will get enough money for the gravel @herewasn*t%
conerete then/ for a hard-surface road [because they had

- to haul in all the coal getting on the power plants, all

the food , all the sup;iij_s;,; : ot Ehe-money~fer—the
% E
SM you'll furnish the labor." &eeausg‘tg;e patients
were so glad to have something to dogy - mt—opporturﬁ:brﬁ%‘-? jghey
used to work on the farmjs;%ad did everything like that for
{

physical therapy that he could{%vu% if a ward attendant opened

a door and said, "I need six men to do a job or twelve men to
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\}Ob O‘i\“
do a mexz, he was almost run over with people hv.rry'j.ng./L F:ourse
A\

you had to discriminate among those thai were able to do help-
ful things, but they did thé labor. Patients around the
hospital gave the labor. Dr. Chandler got together the money,
and that's the way the first hardvsuri‘ace;%zf put in.
Didyourfrlendsthinkyeuwrecrazyordaring or some-
thing to have an automobile? .

I guess.not. The town was so small and there were a6 few

of us who knew each other ~=~ there weren't but three other

e

girls about my age. | /ﬂy sister was five years

-

younger than I (*—C%she's theonewho was Janet Kimbrough's
age),%ggﬂtnﬂMfgand they didn't have but about
four or five girls in their age bracket@ithin three or four
years of each othe%. My dad and my mother were such horse
people; they were skilled horsemen. Dad used to tease mother
and say she married him to get a saddle horse <€ ha# oune<l-
Mother never cared for a car. Well, I was for anything ==

it didn't matter whaf: ;o dad bought this old flodel-T with an
ﬁdﬂ ¥M%J%MS isn't Williamsburg history so I won't go
into the first long jaunt I took on tha'%w«ﬁ %d said, "Now,
I'11 get this car for youe- (’i'our mother's not interested

in it:g #he still wants her horse;ﬁi’f you promise me that
you will never drive over twenty miles an hour." Eighteen

was considered speeding.

Bl On a muddy road, I guess it would be.

T8’ Absolutely. You'd drive from here to Newport Hews)and you'd
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start off after breakfast,and you'd be lucky if you got home

by night. 7?12%11*1', college~wise. As I said, there were only five
Cintaltd

professors Aand I'm) sure either probsbly Dean Lambert or Dr.

Kimbrough has told you of those five professors )

. L’\af
and-s e watched them come up the line. '.!f:ef‘bﬁé?‘“‘had

member in the college catalog)but he didn't have time toddo
enything except lecture in abnormal pschology and mediast
Jurisprudence }%& he did that much. me two foster
children, my sister, her husband, their two children, axd innumerable
cousins have all been 3lumni of the college. M:&en ny dad
was on the faculty and I was on the faculty. So r;ally, we've
been right interested in William and Mary.

You mentioned that there were about five girls your age in
town. How/zl understand the town girls were the social life Tor

of the boys.

!

Oh, did we have fun; There were no coeds. Back in those days

there were sbsolutely no coeds. And™ finals was quite a

| . Hha 1 Yerd, Z
big event« There were always five big dances.Fiseis—wes—an
It started on Sunday with

the ,ﬁaccalaurea‘be sermon and ended with the Final ball on

Thursday night. The men's fraternities rotated who should
Ler
have the dance each year. (There were only three nigrts, fra=

ternities and there were six or seven fraternities here.)
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8¢ one would have the dance on Monday night); “Eweansthey

were responsible; they were the hosts and provided the
favors and the decorations)) =F

re&l—hostsy ,élother one Tuesday night and another Wednes-
day night #hen the fpllowing year the three who had n

ot
1ad Zes T ,
acted as hosts that yeary The Thursday night dance was

en by the college German Glub aaﬁ’all the dances were sup-
oo™

posed to stop at onezv‘c'loekf J&(he lights all over campus

| oo
were turned off down at the power plant at/\on&@«'ﬂe&ook o

except for the final ball and that was permitted to ge /%e¢tsy

Q0T k> oo
until twootclocks @ fdbout one—o'clocl a good delegation
4 4 A, -
i weg

of the boys =eit-was custom $o-go- tover to Dr. Tyler's
house | “ ?ra@s)“ﬁ want lights. We want lights." And they'd
gtand there and yell until he came out and tell them all right,
they could have the lights on longer. That happened every
final ball ) year in oid yeae ook, In
1he dormitories << the lights were just turned o.f.‘:ﬁ‘J %he power
thab -Game .
was cut off atﬂnigh’ofr’ But those were great social events., Ot
}éourse the boys ~=~ the students «« had to import girls)’-é
there weren't enough girls in town because back in those days
they didn't start going to dances at thirteen and fourteen,
like they do now. Most of them had to wait until they got to
be sixteen before their parents would let them go. M the

boys here would import their girls from home and they'd stay

J
in various homes. Wﬁe had a large home and it

was always filled with visiting girls here for the J*::s.nals/z
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“I-meaf-before I was old enough to go myself. Mother was
Y

pretty agipopular and the boys fvere ecrozy abosk L“"’"éo she

J s .

e wefeth e

always had the girls around there. Wm only girls
that they had here until the coeds came in 1918.
You said there were five dances =~
No, four dances, I'm sorry. There were five days; they started
on Sunday with the éaccalaurea@e. They made a big thing of the
ﬁaccalaurea‘ce sermon in the morning %WMMM&—-
se-on-the towns peopleﬁ?’ would give teas for them.and all the
fraternities would have open house all Sunday afternoon for

the girls;ﬂ They'd go from house to

house to house for the social evsnts@vand-ww then the

four dances were on M@nday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday.

Friday if everybody was able to walk they eould—comg-they went

honme.

B I know some of the boys stayed in towm.
Were the boys more integrated into the town?

Yes, much more. And back in those days, of course, no one would

. think of having an event at which young ladies were present

without formal chaperones 3so the boys used to ask the ¥arious
town ladies to serve as chaperones for the dance%;ﬁ that's
where my mother did more than her share because, as I say,

was sand she d.dn'e |ooh any older “than I o, d
she pretty A an‘ﬁ she was always asked to

chaperone the danae ¢,  ant—whilerthey would n@a

think of a dance without their formal chaperone {-'he:\-’and

he
when a boy came into the dance in the evening,..grou%didn't



h h
go on the floor for a dance until ;&f took Four girl down the
line and introduced her to all the o}\a@e-bo\f\es 3 and yow. !
didn't leave until you told the chaperones good night. And=
at those dances the boys used to give really beautiful favors.
Each-yesr-each-fraternity would—- . I have a box-
4 .

full of favg,g’ﬁf‘s/from the dances . (he Grethiest thing I
[’\&UQ.; \s %OM Theta Delts Chi -~ - o

beautiful cream~colored leather bag aheukthat—ion?wiﬁz a

Thets Dol carnation on it. Butnothaving
themevery yoar <~ LI#Wégn not being host every year they

would begin saving their resources all along.
EJW: Were these some of the ddnces held in Cameron Hall or were
they held elsewhere?
Leat’s

TBH: These were held in the men's gym at the college. /\-‘zea see |

the men's gym is where Ewell Hall is now =~ the center part
of Ewell Hall -~ and that was the men's gymasium and that's
where these dances were held/7 g in the old dining hall that's
so long since been torn down -- I believe it was where Tyler
Hall is now or else where the ampus Center is ==~ around in

&néjwag
that area of the campus N eron Hall the—only—

nosssover &MW

1

vs{: germ “bf,ed
W ;‘he students were to come to the patients'

dances that were held every Wednesday night. There would be

an old~fashioned sqﬁare danc

-in

which the pa ie ts participated) and the students or the

townspeople ’dwb came might dance in the sguare dance if they
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wanted to )provided they chose a patient as a partne%jbﬁfghe

dances were primarily for the patients}so outsiders were not
permitted to come and take over the dance from the patients.
There'd be a square dance in which the patients participated.
Then there would be ab:m décfm?.tiz s & twow~step that we had
back in those days,and the patients were not permitted to
tound  dance -4/ unless two women could dance toge‘oher@ut
a man was not allowed to dance with a womarg}and during the
rouncd  dances the townspeople and the college students and
so on might dance. Really, the rouad dances were mostly
for the outsiders. So there were always four square dances
alternating withaa round dance. Orchestras varied. There
were men in 'bown:‘:‘ Mr. Charlie Person was one of them. Mr.
Person used to play -—Q my dad called it a fiddle and it was a
Sqveak -~ oh |
fiddle ~~4week?(ﬁ The townsmen used to contribute their
talents w= they played the piano or -« anyway it would run
from three to four or five instrmnents -« whatever they could
get toge’chebaaér—ﬁmy‘“&‘work—an%zhey were just a8 loyal as

they could be. They made that contribution to the patients!

welfare.

EJW: So the dance was for the patients! welfare. There was no ade
nission?
Mo indecd 3

TBH: ,\?To admission. People would just come and participate if they

wanted to. But the '-s%puMamendants were in-

strueted to see that the patients were not crowded out. <And=
12

mghpsta;z:se;,} the dance floor was two or three steps down

W

- —
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from ground level mé@nt the windows were all above ground))
-677% and then upstairs on the next floor was the auditorium 3
and that's wherg/? for many years/&the college had its
lectures and plays, anything that required any formﬁ audi-

. ELamhet«‘t:S
told "Cy" v-éffl was surprised I could tell him anything

concerning the college back in those days «Q I said, ®

you know what rent jhe hospital charged them?" He said,

"No." Well, I. "nw dad sai.d if you want to use the
auditorium, I’m glad to let you do it. The rental is a dress
rehearsal for the patien'bs." M}he amusements and the
things that you could furnish them was ;o limited. Oh , they
had such a good timel And of course, the ones who were per=
mitted to come out were screened; I mean/]they were going to
be well behaved and not bother anybody other—thanr-themselves—
or be objectionable in any uaygaa&ﬁt was Just a form of enter-
tainment. That auditorium sea:ted roughly 250 people ,S0 it

was g;ooci~»s}ze<§ . for the college population and the tow%%ada
j;/hen we had a girl's prep school here =~ W.F.I. - ).‘Williamsburg
F:amale Institute -~ somebody may have told you about that.
AngFW.F.I. always had its commencement exercises over there in
the Cameron Hall auditorium. That went on for quite a few
years beferé?%he coliege had an auditorium of any size.

Had Cameron Hall been built for recreation for the patients?

Yes.
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I had wondered why ‘they would have the theater if it hadn't
been for recreation.

Yes, it had been. I can't tell jou the year in which it
was biailt beca.nse it was far from a new building when we
came here.in 191¥. So it was built evidently back == I
wouldn't be surprised if 8ither Dr. M%ncure or Dr. Foster
had it built, probably back in the 1890@ or the very, very
early 1900s.

Was it used frequently by the college and by other groups

maybe?

i he -the
Yes. ﬁ&,,@f the people in town wanted any‘thing -and-those @wld:?vgwn
whtahwses ﬂ

weg always held down on the Gourt I;fouse Green == that was
always outdoor%under a tent . That was back in that early

era.but it wasn't connected with the college. The college

) “two hun et tive

had fewer thanl{-zee students. The faculty ranged from J to

-= oh, it was years == some of these college people can tell
you when they got up to ten or eleven people,and 8o it was

a long time before they had need to build up anything else.
They Jjust used our facilities.

What about decorations for the dances or scenmery for the plays?
There were no decorations for the danceq@ there was just;«,thef;},’..-«;fg;,/
hall. But it was up tosthe students who had the plays,-I—
mm%w&s%eirmstbtﬁ‘b%to @mwée scenery.

They didn't use the ‘resident labor for that?

No, the hospital had no labor. The college was required to

do everything that was necessary in the way of work

),and they
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just had to put on this free performance for the patients.
You mentioned a few minutes ago the fraternities. Now one
person said to meza few weeks ago that the social life of
the college actually revolved around the fraternities.
This was-& man who=said if you weren't in a fraternity
you didn't get much consideration from the young ladies.
The fratermities played quite a role in the life of both
the college and the town.

Because the fraternity houses were out in town and not the
way they are now, on campus:

Yes. The college was in no way responsible for them except,

I supposg,a mild oversight and di(s‘:igline{al’[cl}ough T dont%z
think-amyr=of the students used to/WDr. Tyler around

by the nose discipline-wise. He was such 2 nice, old absent=-
minded fellow. He gave Mrs. Tyler 'a ' manicure set five
Christmases in succession because he forgot he'd gotten one the year
before. Mrs. Tyler told my mother, "You know, Lyon heard me

say I wanted a manicure set and so he went to Richmond and

bought me one @ana’_ghe next Christmas I got a manicure set)‘fg and
Ind-she—seids+f didn't have the heart to tell him he'd given

me one the Christmas before." So after that had gone on for

five years, she sald she told him, "Lyon, would you please

get me something besides a manicure set this Ghristmasf" Dr.

Tyler had three children -- John and Julia aizd Liz. Welk,

John was teaching in the math department here  W®hen we came

down here. (He went from here to Annapolis.)
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,ly ‘the social life there in the president's Imuse

ground-but—it's notwhat youtd call petite=but the whole
o whre. , =
Tyler ... famlly was Just as popular as they could be;

everybody liked them . They respected Dr. Tyler. They
used to make fun of his asbsent-mindedness. One cold
morning -- you've probably heard this tale == one real
cold morning == Dr. Tyler taught a class in political
science,and he was complaining, "Young gentlemen , isn't
it mighty cpld this morning?" Mﬁe boys were just
snickering )i&he couldn't understand it,g 'Ehey were having
a time maintain: g

. themselves. Finally, one of them got
up the courage to say, "Dr. Tyler, I guess it does seem cold

to you. You forgot to put on your trousewrs this morning."

‘g‘&"bo ‘the @iQQGQ
So he really leat s laﬂv& the students respected him

thoroughly and loved his wife and {amil q.
Did he and his family entertain much there in the president’s

house?
z ot L
Yes, quite a bit. ﬁéourse Dr. Chandler wagﬁnét able to enter-

tain as much because Mrs. Chandler's healbth was so bad and
‘2 o o
she died in "22. Je came here in 1919, course he was my
Cwhen T
boss the first year I was here at the college:j | taught

in the public schools in Richmond. 8o hze did not havenear-

)
but there was always something going on with the Tylers.

‘ffav‘,ﬁw -&r"’fﬁ'&

Hé had these two attractive daughters. Of course, they

were married then. ( ‘Dr. Wilson married the oldest one, Julia,
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and he taught in the English department. ILiz married a naval

‘ U te.
officer.> But they were ¢pﬁ:g socially inclined and 1 very

gracious with their hospitality.
shevt

EJW: You were telling me a little bit ago(\when you taught here.

>4

I think that's a very interesting subject. This was after
women started coming that there was a phys. ed. school put in.
TBH: Yes. There was a professional phy%ed@school in which you

were given your B.S. in physical education}

and of course, in

a professional phys. ed. school you had

just have athletics. I taught anatomy and kanw@te\w and
the history of physical educatior@aﬁ@ you had to take a cer~
tain number of courses in biology and beside that, so many

i

4.
phys. ed. course. "S?‘rap" Chandler/ & was one of

prize pupils and afterwards he became track coach here a3t William snd Mavy

hours in sports. We had both men and women in the iprofess‘onal
f,;? J

Jefferson Hall was brand new then, so we had the Jefferson
Hall gym for the girls.

EJW: And it was a very fine gym}éapparently, of its day.

TBH: It was. It was en sxceellest gym of its day. We had the first
women's basketball team that played intercollegiate athletics.
We played Westhawmpton and Sweet Briar in Virginia because they
were the only other two colleges that had intercollegiate
athleties. w‘“’”éﬁé second year I was ‘bherg/fwe went to
Philadelphia and played Temple and the University of Pemnsylvsnia
and then ~~ I don't know whether it was that year or the fol-

Woe. lnr\o,lu ded
lowing year - Adelphi. We played G.W. in Washington
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the secong amd third 2%51 fourth years. 4And we had an
amazingly good record?&‘hrr getting money. Dr. Chandler
“t7wanted us to take those treks to advertise the col-
lege because they were just getting women here, you see,
and they hadn't been here long. But he thought we
should travel on thin air! Oh, it was so hard to get

money. Of course, he didn't have so much & but the boys

)
could usually come up with it?b% we couldn't. m'ba%.t‘ter
our first away-from~campus winning streak, it was much
easier to get money. And I remermber -- it must have been
the second year --%we had quite an ambitious schedule on
the trip. We went to Washington and played G.W. and then
we went on to Philadelphia and played Temple and University
of Penn. On that one same trip we played Adelphi -- it
must have been the third year -~ and when we got backg Dr.
Chandler was amongst the delegation that met us at the sta=-

w ' while we were o on e
tion. He=w@s=so-prouds hadn't lost a game in-aii-the=-
W ‘ﬁe was Just as proud as punch. He was an awfully nice
person to work with.#xes » j/l‘; was a very good swimming pool g\“ Sefressen],
Swimming was not one of my major sports. I swam enough to stay
up ‘and that was all. The tim \gs I really could do
anything with was tennis b&s Ketbsll ey
Hockey I did not 1ike>but. I put in the hockey team here. But
éﬁimmmg ~-= fortunately, I didn't have to get in the pool %o
demonstrate. Anff'I knew the strokesy I had taken enough

swimning and done enough swimming to know how to do itos@
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Lhep grest niece snd tephei]
;ghese children/kﬁere out here the other day -~ which she
*;as referring to -~ when her mother said)"get auntie to
tell you about the way she used to teach ;wimming at Wil-
liam and Mary. She'd:-:- "« stand on the bank and use a
poze to pull the grls out with." I
did stand én the bank; the pool was too small. If I'd got~
ten in with the girls, there wouldn't have been any room
for the girlsi
EJW ' Were the boys at all jealous that the girls had a pool or
could they use the girl's pgoliM_
TRH L As well as I remember, the’;"y had one or two evenings a week
they could use it. And of course, when Blow was built -emd
their pool was we far superior to our glorified bathtub --
that's what the pool was in Jefferson. We did our best.
MwTucker»Jones was head of the physical education department ,
arfd he was a prince of a fellow. Amd we tiied to get Ghe
architects t,osm Dr. Chandler to-see that the glorified
bathtub thet the architects had put in was too small to be
really very helpful. TYou could get a good dunking )but you
couldn't do very much instructional swimming in it 5&!@’1}1’
they had turned the pool -~ the architects tried to tel?L us

the
that they didn't have room ~- but they ran it Qshort Crossways

o¥ The. poom where v wsas .

and—then If they had run the pool in the oppo-
site direction and moved the boiler and so on that was down at
the other em;é they could have increased the pool by eight or

ten feet. Bwb we ran into a group of stubborn men )and we didn't



EJW:

EdW:

EJW:
TBHs

18

make any headwayy ﬁo—wmmmw It was deep
enough but it should have beengﬁdefinitely//ﬁhould have been
and could have been/_\éu.ite a bit larger than it was and it
would have been not only more fun to those who really loved
to swim 3but it would have been easier to work with.

Was that pool in use for many years? I know that it isn't
now.

Yes, it was in use for -~ to tell you the truth, I don't
know when it was closed down. - After the girls wanted toddo
more and more with swimming and competitive swimming

they would go over to Blow and train.

:424'@ was not connected with the college then in any way, shape,
My hands il Lile Ry Little they

or form, I had L\ at home) -ﬂdg’ave up the Jefferson

pool because it was so small and more and more they were

Jrven use ém»-aiﬂmm%of the pool in Blow.

I think you started to say sémething a few minutes ago about
your boss in Richmond and here == Dr. Chandler.-~to charac-

terize him.

He was as fine a man, really, as I ever knew)but his temper had
as short a fuse as anybody you ever saw. Have you met Miss
Margaret Bridges who lives right across from Jefferson Hall?
No, I have not.

Her father, Mr. Bridges, was registrar for the college for so
many yesrs. Mr. Bridges used to laugh and ﬁ-@d, "I know
there was no one émployegd at William and Mary who was fired

oftener,and taken back,than I was." Dr. Chandler would get
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mad over something}and he'd call him in, "Bridges, ?ou're
fired." Mr. Bridges Anew & d: An‘*bimwﬂ%a;i ;%62‘25%

back a few hours la.teré.n the afternoon or whatever time of
day it wasj and go on as if Dr. Chandler hadn't said a

word to him. Dr. Chandler forgot he'!'d told him he was
fired. 486?1 wouldn't guess at how many times, but I think
Mr. Bridgesfm thet & was (p i1 the bwenrties
gm?if you knew Dr. Chandler, you couldn't help but respect
I;im and like him. %I had a priwvilege that I don't guess
ivat many people around here had. #hen Mrs. Chandler diecy( I
was teaching the phys. ed. and-Dr+—Chandlerls—seeretary,.
the sumer after my year of teaching under Dr. Chandler

in Ri.chmond,# I:asiayed in Richmond all summer and taken a
business course because I wanted to come down here and help
my dad in the office., They didn't have secretaries in those

208
days, you Jjust had a stenographers¢ so most of them were only

an Anglo-
phile almost. He was very particularthe one instructiong%

high school graduates. -And my dad was e EngliShE==

when I went to college. "I know there are required courses
that you have to take, but in your electives you are always to
take at least one course in English as long as you are in
college." Well} that summer -~ I'd been away from home for
four years at college and one year teaching in Richmond; I
hadn't done my graduate work'bhen.mf daddy's secretary had
to go back to South Cavolina to take ca:;e of her parents, so

I went down to Smithfield Business College and asked them if
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there was any reasonable chance of my learning enough
shorthand and typewriting during three months in the sum-
mer@ecause Dad's secretary had agreed to stay on in the
sumner if I could do thi% Mhey were very kind and
very understanﬁing) and they said, "Yes. Our work ls geared
for high school graduates. ema»eewae——is—w we have Eng-
lish c:cm.rses.> ‘f have math courses We have courses like
that which, of course, would be nothing in the world to you.
They are freshm%n-sophomore college level. If you want to
learn typewriting and shorthand, we'll let you‘i%us:g; as fast
as you can. You may take two or three days work, 7&0 usually
I did a months’ work in a week because bthat~wae~whrert>I was
concentrating on o geiz‘%o;h. 8 I did come back and
work for my dad for a couplefyears before I did graduate
work., Wéll, Dr. Chandler, of course, knew all there was to
know about anybody who worked for him ,and he knew that I
had this secretarial trainingdse't his secretary was sick for A
quite a few months. M&}B.e gent for me one day, and he said,
"Miss Brown, will you be ;rilling to act as my secretary until
I can get 0133 if Mr. Jones can divide up your phys. ed. work?
I don't know anyone around here who is trained to do the type
of work that I want to send out from a college officg." Sg‘f}?
I probably had some fear and trfembling" I didn't dare say no.
Mﬁt gave me a rare opportuni%f know Dr. Chandler as
almost none of the rest of his fac::lty did because»ﬁé;ae.

€
Eﬁw%f\let down his hair." Mrs. Chandler had just died a

/
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short while before )and a great deal of the work I did for
him was writin%sﬂ he was very particular« 4’ he wrote all
of his ac@owledgements and so on% himself in 1ongvhand

et

but there were ones I could

tmder the stress and strain that he was going than)%’he would
Cabou‘{zj

sometimes sit and just fold his hands and reminlsce’\when Mrs.
Chandler was here and what they used to do together. As I

said, I considered it a rare privilege te=get to know an

unusually fine man. 4 lot of his faculty didn't get to know
him well enough; just took him as a quick~tempered3:“:€;r: )

som ays he was qumck-tempered == but his fine qualities,in
my book,far outwelghe’&the superficial oddities.

So you think people sont tof realized that you had to take both

sides?
bud
Surely. And goodnesg, how he ?covese%tha’o college. His personal

life wasn't easy the whole time he was here. He was having
trouble with his two younger boys, endless trouble with them.

people st olf,
But he didn't take that out on the college‘,‘ He tried to keep

OUt ~~neb- (e e oretks him Lol
his personal life, pset and so on»,‘/‘it was

bound to. I liked him very much. He was good to me in Rich-
mond, too. He certainly was. I applied to teach English,é -
cause English and political science had been my majo%%jgohn
Marshall)uhich was then the city high school. Presumptuous
creature that I was == I had never been;g public school - :.: a
day in my 1life. I had always gone to private schools before

I went to Randolph~Macon. So I was presumptious to - think
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I'd even get acchance. ?&y first-year assignment was to the
Ginter Park School )which was the elementary school of the
city then; he gave me the T«B grade ,which was the top
grade. In Jamuary he sent me word that he would like me to
transfer to John Marshall as an English teacher. Well, I
was so in love with Ginter Pa.rét:\[%didn‘t want to leave.
@%I asked him if I had to move or did I have a choice.
He said:?o;’?{you asked for this first and you didn't get
it. If ;ou want to stay at Ginter Park youwgz% stay at
Ginter Park;“so I did. mfa mean/%‘ that was just one
facet of the man. If I didn't want to go )‘chough he needed
an English teacher there, I didn't have to go because I
didn't get it when I asked for it and so I would be per=
mitted to stay where I was assigned. He wWould do so many
kind things for people around the college. I don't guess
anyone except thg studentsiﬁgmhelped realized how many stu~
d ents he helped/f personally.. - Aind never W?;ted any credit or
any glory. Well, I aﬁ%ﬁyg agreat admire;zi])r. Chandler == .
s ti1l am, always will be.tfzéon't think he emer got the credit that
he deserved from the college community in many instances.
(Discussion about M:f. McCrde of Carter's Grove andeastern

Stated Hospital.)



