Virginia Phelps

Virginia Welton Duke Phelps moved to Williamsburg in
the early 1930s when her husband, Charles J. Duke, was appointed
as bursar of the college. Soon thereafter John Stewart Bryan
asked the Dukes to live in the President's House to help him
entertain. The social life at William and Mary in the 1930s
is the main topic of discussion in the following interview,

which was reviewed by Mrs. Phelps.
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Virginia Phelps

May 15, 1975
C)U M
Williams: Yoo said gov¥eltd  been to the funeral of J. A. C. Chandler [in 12347

that gov
and Anever left.

V. Phelps: That's right. He died in May 19311,/;@&@’ my late husband,
& z

Charlie Duke, was on the Board of Visitors then;and the
Board.of Visid}orsv:fsked nim to act as actingfpresident

while Dr. Chandler was so i1l and thent%ard me}; in June
of 193l emBr-Chandler died in-Mey-of-t3k. j:electeo‘ Tr.

vndeesbarding
Bryan as president of the collegeoaml h@ was my =%

saying ~- I don't know whether it's true or not -- but Mr.
Bryan said he would come as president if Charlie Duke came

to handle the business)so they re/\created the position of
» and

bursar)s.o we just stayed on.
A

Williams: Did you know or did your husband know Mr. Bryan oe;ore/‘hand‘?

Oi’\, (ﬂ" YOU )
V. Phelps: they Were on the Board of Visitors together. Lhariiels

o+
»ﬁf’a"bh@ﬁ‘f%aﬁ?ﬁ@ﬁffbh@!fﬁﬁaTﬁ*“@f'”"VﬁfSﬁ:@ﬂI‘S./\ /éourse, Dr. Chandler

was Charlie Duke's uncle by marriage; lirs. Chandler was a
Duke. And-sp Charlie's father was on the Board of Visitors ;
and when he died/{the governor appointed Charlie to take

hls place as a member of the %oar%e@—-’@a:sr‘&ef%am Mr. John
Stewart Bryan was on the Board of Visitors with Charlie/;and
they struck up quite a friendship@oa—%ﬁme‘sm‘@fiﬁsﬁm =%
andr ’/r,’herv Mr. Bryan came in June of '3L. Wr. Bryan's wife

was an invalid and could not come Jdown nere S0 Mr. Bryan

( ve
asked Charlie and:me to/lw@sa in the President's House with him



and to help him entertain people. At that time, Dr.Chandler

had all his furniture in there, so when he died the children

Chis helrs) took the furmiture)and Mr. Brysn didn't
Thet  [ind
want to bring any of his in. 1%h@ﬁ wa;Athe beginning of the
S0 '

Restoration wéithe college and Colonial Williamsburg decided that
) ;
it would be nice to furnish it in the eighteenth-century <dine. monned.

$¥ the college gave so much money and Colonisal Williamsburg
= L Colons al ]

-~ ~
gave so much mone%and then Jim Cogar,the curator o§«Williams~
Furnishings

burg ,furnished the hous%;gaé—s&zthe basicAfurﬂ%%ure;in there
are the piéces which Mr. Cogar selected. <Chai1ie and I

lived on the third floor and had our own things 5

Williams: Was this the first restoration of the interior? Dr. Chandler

had totally his own things?

V. Phelps: That's right. The house was really never restored insidej it
« ESY
was what they called repaired. Dr.Chandler had %ike lace

curtains in that eighteenth-century house?and so of course,

now you have damask curtains and venetian blinds and it is

)

the
furnished moreforfless iq4eighteenth-century~§9wz manner,
Williams: You had said that you sort of had to take charge or be consultant,
didn't you, about this restoration?

V. Phelps: Mr. Cogar was very good. We took trips to Richmond and to Nor-
[W\BV\‘W\SJ I even wett bo New Yerk
folk getting the curtains andmdecision%\aﬁé’« sbhlas
: )
to select the rugs(/the Oriental rug5}%5&%4%%%¥ﬁ;iiuamiﬂ%maa§&

whe%es&%e«beeause~n§§"576fﬁfw’

F o
s SN LA

my father let us get things at wholesale — — the curtains

\



( - ", .
were made down th¥Fe,and the venetian blinds were bought at

wholesaléjand the rugs were bought:at wholesale, so we got
a lot for the little money we had.

Williams: There was no.attempt to restoréfgfiginal furnishings;%he—way
$hey-~~ reproduce originals the way they didfﬁay:in the
Governor's Palacef‘_ﬂ é@sts to decorate it in the eighteenth-
century mannerz /

V. Phelps: That's right. They did get the paintings from over in the
1ibrarx§wh&ehw%h@m@e&iﬁg@wha@w I think they're still over
there, aren't they? Ilir. Cogar selected everything so that
it was in eighteenth-century mamer.

Williams: lMr. Bryan began, didn't he, by saying that he would live in
Richmond and just commute down here:but then pretty soon after Z
he moved into the president's house. Right?

V. Phelps: He just loved comi;g down hereéX}%st thoroughly enjoyed it. %%
would go horseback riding and go canoeing and walkingaaﬁé Ee
loved his students} ﬁe loved to sit on the steps of the Presi-
%m%gm%amtﬂkmmtms%&%swt@ymﬂbﬁmd
they all loved higéaﬁajge Jjust thoroughly enjoyed coming here.

Williams: He's been described by ;omeone else as a true Virginia gentle-
man . i wka&;wvaus would you say this was gzapt describtion?

V. Phelps: Oh, yes. He had beautiful mammers, very charming. I used to
call him the "#ing of #alaver,” he was always saying such
nice things. He was such a wonderful person. If we would

have a group of people in the house at a party, for example,

1f somebody was off to themselves and shy and looked like they



wee
Anot having s good time, he would seek that person out and

make them feel like a million dellars.

Williams: He was a frequent entertaineq%”
He}d -

V. Phelps: He loved to have people in. %@et them on the streeixagrfw—&@m¥4%ﬁ44;_,
/\ ‘

on
”Someﬂdown to Williasmsburg. I've got a place for you."

S0 he just loved to entertaiqﬁ)yegﬁ”he loved people.

Williams: Now, I've been told by numerous faculty‘mfg?ers -~ this isn't
the
divulging any confidences -- that many was time the phone would
/\

ring at noon%and it would be Mr. Bryan or Mr. Bryan's secre-
A\</ ‘\J Y
tary saying)the president wants you to come for lunch.! On
<
occassions like thisgthen, were you in charge of going in and
making sure that everything got ready?
Ch-e.

V. Phelps: Yes. That brings me up to the time when he calledAMOnday morn-

~

ing)

night for dinnergemé I was sick in bed:éo I called the grocery

. - .
and Mr. and Mrs. R@ckefeller,&&giggp»were coming out that

store and ordered the groceries (in those days they delivered)s
and I called the butler ypstairs—end—tedd-him thet—theyhed
e%e&MWmqu@@>wW3mmsW3VQ#%~WM& man ) *o
\.

c%me upstairs and told him what the menuﬁzwas to be:énd I or-
dered some avocado pears. Well, when we sat down to dinner and
the salad course arrived, Mr. Rockefeller put his fork into the
avocado peaf;and it was so green and so hard that it shot
across the table) and all I could do was laugh,and then he
laughed.

Williams: Was Mr. Rockefeller a frequent guest then?

V. Phelps: No, not too frequent.
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Williams: This would have been after the Restoration really was - -
V.Phelps: In the midst of ite;
Williams: Some of the bigger ones had been finished.
V. Phelps: Well, the Wren Building was the first one. That was 1929.
Nowy we're talking sbout '3l.
Williams: It was still v01ng on, I know.“;y
. Phelps: The palace was ﬁa&&eemua*ai that time and the Capluol wWas
walled up. They were d01néﬂzhe capitol at that time. MNr.
Rockefeller loved to come down here and ride in an old
Ford ané(ﬁo one would recognize hi@)and walk among people
and hear their reactions. When you say frequennB»- whenever
Mr. Rockefeller was in townf@ think he and Mr. Bryan got to-
[¥avexﬁmpi
gether some waybix%f we went up to Brandon on Mr. Robert
Danlelqyyachb for tea one Sunday afternoon with the Rocke-
fellers, 'ﬂﬂd2ghen Mr. and Mrs. Rockefeller came when T
was pregnant wiﬁh Charles jand I had on a maternity dress
at the dinnefb«@{;vééﬂﬁegméresﬁ%?ézand Mrs. Rockefeller
said, "Oh, that's such a beautiful dress. What kind is it?
I'd like to have one just like it." T laughed and said,

"this is a maternity dress." Mrss: Rockefeller was so thrilled.

A
Z

When is it going to be and all -- she was just real

folksy and real homey -- they were both great people.
Williams: Now, for these surprisef—:qﬁr. Rockefeller's coming tonight

for dinneﬁ;-~ did you have a staff, a large staff;to help

you?

V. Phelps: Oh, yes. I had a cook, a maid, and a butler}but I usually did



n the e
the flowers)and I also mademdessertg)and I used&@n the

beginning}tq set the table to see that everything was cor-
rect. But finally I got william trained to be able
to set the table?‘f&alking sbout cooking, that reminds me of
when Gertrude Stein came. Mr. Bryan's car broke down on
the way from Richmond down here.so he couldn't be there, and

) b
Charlie had important business in'wgshingtoﬁ?so he wasn't Lhere I
so I was left holding the bag more Kordless. ind G%ﬁrude
came with her secretary, Alice B. Toklas, and Mr. Carl van
Vechteggyas—his—nam&% So Mr. Bryan had invited the English
faculty to have lunch with Gertrude Stein?so when Gertrude
arrived with Alice B. Toklas and Carl van Vechien, she was

tired and wanted to rest)

of the president's house, had me shut the doors into the

T -

so she went in the back living room

hall, took the cushions off the sofa, and pult her feet on
the cushions on the floogjyand rested. Then I went ia-
side and talked to the English faculty untlil she was
rested and we went in to lunch. Nb@u%I had made a chocolate
with smbrosia A
layer cakqxﬂep—langh for dessert)wé%huambgosaq? Lard Miss
Alice B. Toklas said, '"please don't serve Miss Stein any
chocolate because she's allergic to it and she® doesn't like
when W lliam .
1t." So the butler passed the chocolate cake around’ (ﬁiss
Stein was on my righé)a%%?l looked to see whalt she was go-
ing to do,p#d she took a piece and I watched. She ate that

whole piece”and when the cake came againgrshe took another
P 5 g

piece of chocolate cake and ate it again. But she liked to



Williams:

V. Phelps:

put on a show, I think,; you know:like Virginia was uninhabited.
Carl van Vé%%en?who was there that day:had several Dbracelets
on:andwwe used to get Ernmest Cimber toccome help serve. He
was the janitor of the administration building at that time
(which is now James Bl alx) The next deyy Ernest said to r.
< : Mr Duke |
Duke over at the admini stration building, x#hat kind of a
man was that we had yesterdayu? He had bracelets on!®
You had some other notable figures to come. Did Mr. Bryan
envertain Mr. Roosevelt when he came for Mr. Bryan's inaug;%a~
tion?
Mr. Roosevelt came for Mr.Bryan's inaug%%ation:and the cere-~
mony was atigéz;;n~eie%eek%in the morning. 43 no one real-
ized until he arrived that the %resident was mcr; crippled
than anyone ever expected?hig and they drove the car right
to the Wren Building and had a ramp and -~ carried him

¥
up the ramp. Nongrs. Roosevelt came over to the

N T showed her
president's pouseyandﬁim$hink45he—wea%-through the house)
-ane then afterwardsy-the front lawn there was roped off for

security reasons ~- but as I was walking down the walk there.

waoman
with her, she spled someqreporter that she knew and flew over
he
er
to him and pulled the ropes up and draggedqh%ﬁ of§9aé?Mrs.
Roosevelt was Jjust a charming, delightful person. I sat
./“’/’ / U

with her duringkhe service, too‘~%<£hrough Mr. Bryan's inauggra-
tionjﬁnd‘immediately afterwardsg they went down to Yorktown,

) Shemy
where the presidential yacht was awaitingaﬁhags and they went

on, 80 we did not have any meals with the president.¢7Alexander



A

!
Wooklcot't was another one of our guests>a,ﬁd he arrived be-

fore lunch end before—lusely iir. Bryan asked him if he would
like to have a little drink f\and Mr. Woolicott said, "No

thank you." < after lunchy he said he'd like to go wp

~

§ A . . .
and take a nap,and he said, "Mr.Bryan, if you don't mind,

I'11l have that drink now which you offered me before."
So lr ./&Buﬁ@fr ’oold&’ohe butler to take a decanter of w}skey

z.
up and a glass for Mr. Wog‘lcott so he couléd have it while
'\/\/‘“fem
he was taking his nap. Then before dinner /;L the butler came

h
to Mr. Bryan for the key to the tg\iskey closet to make up some

old~fashioneds before dinner;and Mr. Bryan said, "William, go

up to Mr. Woéjlcot‘c‘s room and get that decanter of wiskey

you took up for his nap and use that up first." So William

went up and got the decanter and brought it down to Mr.

Bryan -- empty. And at dinner that night, lr. Woczlcott burnt

€raul holes in the damask teble cloth with a W and I monogram
LPhove vings A gt

on i‘t.,/\m after dinner b.e/\saied back in the living room amér

s

BTG smoking),and he would just dump his ashes on the right si.de)

ave
and Charlie would carry an ashiray on that way , then he'd do-

it on the left side)-ﬁ“"i*fiz“r*%tﬂ:ceﬁﬂb‘“m”

bty ;\ nd Charlie would take an ashtray there. So finally,
{

i

Charlie just gave up ard then after he finished smoking he .-

put his cigarette down on the floor and just stomped it out with
his foot. Well, Mr. Bryan just couldn't take such rudeness

P) hE 3
and he excused himself and had to go to bed )/éo we were left

3

. ~ . . . -
with Fr. L“Joo1lcott ourselves)and I decided that I was ta.r'ed)too;‘



\O

and I was going to bed:but Charlie got out a real good bot-
tle of Irish %%skey and do you know;zthat Mr. Wb;?cott sat
and drank that whole bottle!(fbharlié had a few drinks of
that Irish %@ske;\io he's like the man who came to dinney.

Williamss You probably weren't in the president's house when Robert

= —

Frost came.
V. Phelps: No, I was nob.
Williems: But did Mr. Bryan entertain him, do you remember?
YOu Know 2
V.Phelps: f\Mr, Bryen was very much interested in the art%3§a@’§he old
administration building was over here on Jamestown Road,and
when they moved in to what is now James Blaiy;;Mr. Bryan
brought Leslie Cheek down here and restored that old admini-
stration building to a fine arts building. For the dedi~
cation of that .. Georgia O'Keefe:@ame~éewarwho i was
Lane down.
quite a famous artist and lived here in WilliamsburggACHer
home has been torn down; it was right there on Henry and
Scotland Street; it was an old stone housg}whiek she pre-
o Sand T .
sented a painting to the colleg%jbaﬁ?talﬁ adbout entertsining,
. = A
ed
I expecg about twenty-four for lunch - for Georgia O'Keefe;‘n
and I think forty cdame. I ran out of silver; someone had to
the chlallen sslad
eat with oyster torks { theciriekenr 53T 5%
Williams: How did you cope with this unexpected -- you—Justfad
V. Phelps: ~Jus® . Just do the best you can.
Williams: Everyone else knew that he was a Spur-of-the-moment person, too, so

that made it easier, meybe?
3

V. Phelps: I guess so. I guess it did. They were always so glad to get
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there, so glad that he was so charming and attractive?and
what food we had was awfully good. We even used to have

oysters on the half-shell. The butler)end William‘would

~drive by right down,en“Bvﬁﬁéayyhééyeeéqxon Prince George

5
Street where Rodgers' Cleaners and leave a tray -- you
go
see he'drbeem?home in the afuernoon to rest - —

and then bring the tray back with oysters)and we'd have
oysters on the half-shell. Mr. Bryan loved gourmet food
and all kinds of good things to eatAand he made everybody

feel very, very happy. Then we had Gracie Fields, the come- »

ﬁIﬁﬁ@%ﬁﬂ‘Singef‘ the bngllsh comedﬁﬁn and singer, who °eng\§<\ ~~~~~ <@ﬂ“g fﬁ@v .

us‘%he greates?d aspldlstra“bénglna in our rodm. She was

/ r;

Just S0 funny and so delightful. She didn't eat until after

her performance)

“and she came over to the Eresident's Qouse
and had g ﬁcotch old~fashioned?which I'd ;ever heard ;f un-
til then. Well, most everybody except Gertrude Stein and
Alexander Wbéacott were very chsrming and attractive. They
were very interesting.

Williams: I'm sure there was never a dull moment.

V. Phelps: Oh, no, never a dull moment.

Williams: Nowg when the college would have these Christmas parties or of
coursegythe June ball, bu¥ I assume that Mr. Bryan would get
an outside catereé§éay:for the Christmas party?

V. Phelps: ©People would come down. His family would come down and have

dinner at the Bresident’s‘pouse?then‘the party was didz at T 00 a&wﬁjhb,

eigh%—eie}eekeeizﬁigb%gmm%éaﬁx?§he cpllege dining hall
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sewed

I guess woved] the punch. We never had a caterer at all

A Cat <he Presidest’s Housel . He [He. En anl .
when I was uhere4 He did bring down things from Ggwisséa e
Eveny

in Richmond./fﬁ% Christmas we had an open house -- all

the faculty and all the college staff-*hﬁﬁrwanﬁeeﬂ#@
j?éeﬁryan brought down this smocked turkey; I had never seen

a smoked turkey before and neither had William ez the but-

ler seen seen a swmoked turkey:énd he calledime in. He said,

"Mrs. Duke, this turkey looks like it's all burned. It's

black.? I looked at that black turkeyjénd I said, "It cer-

3R we roun
tainly does. Don't put that thing on the tabl eﬂhgkgﬁyiaﬂan? ot ot

of
food end then we'll do it." So we gave out, e food se Wil-
k

>
liam put it on the table and.people just went crazy sbout
it -- were picking it up out of.the-bowls and gnawing on the
bones.
Williams: I've never heard of a smoked turkey.
V. Phelpss Oh, they're delicious. Awd this friend of his, lir.Jones,~
in Texas,j%as s speclalty oflhis;énd he sent it to Mr.Bryan.- —
%lso sent some smoked salmon. He was always bringing
exotic foods in.
Williams: What would you say was his main contribution to the college?
V. Phelps: His great love and friendship and making everybody feel ‘

‘ he. foved the
like they were just wonderful - - , students and the faculty.

A
to be with
He just loved ﬁrﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂ?ﬂ%§'people. He was a real Christian.
He liked to do kind things to oeonle ano I was very lucky to be

associated with him.

Williams: Now, Mr. Duke's title was bursar?but that does not give even an
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(#t deesn't 5een\)
ideaqof the range of duties that he was called upony,—i+%

dcesn*trseem% to perform here.

V. Phelps: Thalt's right. He was really Mr. Bryan's assistant. I
[Ehst3 X

think I told you 7 ¥Mr. Charlie Taylor)yho was the publisher

andcowner of the Boston Globe, said that Mr. John Stewart Bryan was the

greatest college president he'd ever seen because he ran the
whole College of William and Mary by using two wordqﬁw"Hey,

Charlie." IMr. Bryan wanted a football team;so "Hey, Charlie;l)
$4 Charlie brought in Carl Voyles. At the dining hall the

+the JGOOA’;

students were complaining aboutAso Mr. Bryan said 'Hey,
charlié;}ﬁ; ‘se-he brought in the Crotty Brothers. -dsd-shen
the—sun%ﬁﬁriﬁm%—«;zgi. Gillette had designed the sunken’lawn ;'
and Mr. Bryan had the boxwoods up there in his country place
near Charlottesville?but there was just very little monef:so
he said "Hey, Charli%; s¢y Charlie got Jack Saunders and the
crew on the college campus?and they went up in trucks and
moved all that box in trucks and planted it. No ovbside
nursery man did i%i%ﬁé‘it was money from this place and that
place. <ArgF Jack Saunders also planted all those beech trees
and the crepe myrtle treea&#aé'that was all done because Mr.
Bryan wanted 1% donegbut we Jjust didn't have quite so much
money.

Williams: I slso found that Mr. Duke used to address the pep rallies?

which I thought wes an unusual task.

V. Phelps: Oh, yes. He was quite a men. He hed = bt of pep.

We used to call him YApplesauce Charlie." Oh:youpmust have
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heard about that rally: ¢e11, HMrs Bryan'thought that et
one Thanksgiving it would be real nice to give the students
something real different and unusualg\ so he thought he would
give them an Indian figure. CYou remember those Indian figures
that st@ﬂd in front of cigar stores \ So he called Mrs. Rocke-
with hes q)(\‘mrt.va ot celledtsion _
feller 4n he3d to see if he could get one of
her Indian figures(jmé—s‘g» she called one of the museumﬁk)
curators and asked him to send one down. S¢ Mr. Bryan called
Charlie and said, "Charlie, I've got the figure. Everythingts
all fixed for the rally." 4And Charlie said, "Mr. Bryan, have
you looked at that figure?" 'Yes," said Mr. Bryan, "I've
looked at it."' Well the thing had come down in a box/\and
they opened it up and it was a female ,and Charlie didn't want
W Uf\ That he
to give that to the student body so t‘he*y—ftnaﬁ? gave them

h
a vacationdat Thanksgiving. F:Lnallv, got {}\e LY\C‘@V\ Q\on j ~~~.~>

‘Df\d had one of the studenus —*—ﬁf-*r%ef‘ Qe .
&-poti
O'f\ﬂ

Williams: Iir. Bryan gave the p@am, didn't he?

V. Phelps. I don‘t know whether Mr. Bryan did or whether it was © !l ch\s\mj ond
AT 7
o /\C@wc-i:vlsz — — I don't know ~~ but it was given. Twm ‘Uﬂ&fbcm Lsed o fcle ‘\L

Williams: Then while Mr. Bryan was here there used %o be a group ‘that

would meet over in the president's lfitchen/,ﬁtha‘t I've heard

-

- -

tell of
Oh, the “Kkiohen Cabnety abovk thets
Phelps: Well, I thnk some of the men could tell you better than I.
I wasn't allowed there.

n
Williams: Women were't invitedd



V. Phelps:

Williams:

V. Phelps:

Williams:

V. Phelps:

Williams:

V. Phelps:

Tk

Ancther hing §
Oh, no, of course not.’qﬁro Bryan was on the Board of

when
Overseers at Harvard Universityhgﬁé’Dr. Conant was presi-

dent of Harvard?and the Board of Overseers met here at

the college in the Wren Chapel for the first time they'd

ever met outside of Bostoﬁgwhich I thought was quite a

“+o
compliment to Mr. Bryan andﬂthe college. Mr. Conant was ===

very uhsx39vwﬁ“ﬁ .

>
Was Mr. Bryan able to bring sort of<%hgtnational prestige or

orientation to the college{
I think so; I think he did.
Right near the end of his administratiog&'there was the trou-
ble down in Norfolk;where Mr. Hodges was replacedjénd he
asked Mr. Duke to go down there. He was there several
years, I believe%’
W e

Two years. B he—sené-£ had a cottage in Virginia Beach;\

“there

and we livedﬂin“Viyg%niaJ&&w@&r*‘Wé“iiveéwéheae for two

years«and(}earl Harbor was bombed in December of ‘41 and

I think war was declared right after tha‘%¢ W wrtamdayn
EhetetharsTws Hezjﬁtfs . Then arvd Mr. Bryan resigned

and Dr. Pomfret came inTand then Dr. Pomfret brought Charlie
back up here.

Sgﬁhe was just sort of thei# caretaker in Norfolk, would you
say?

Ch, no,; he was president. He took Dr. Hodges' place and
of sk
was president and also kept his job up here as bursar of the
A abhout )
so that he came up to‘Williamsburgﬂtwice a week.

college:
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No, he wasn't any caretaker. He thought the Norfolk divi-
sion of William and Mary had great possibilities, which
it doesé&n@ ij%snow 01d Dominion University,
Williams: It's now rezlizing theqf?
V. Phelps: That's right -- especially in the professional fields.
Williams: Both you and Mr. Duke were  ffom}g:that are%gm
V. Phelps: Yes, I was born and raised in Portsmouthgana he was
born in Churchland, Virginia.
Wwillieams | Yhen Dr. Pomfret came, you said that he brought lr. Duke
back her?Qq%'gas there any change in his rolefhecanser
ghere had beeg this close personal relationship with Mr.
Bryan.
V. Phelps: Between Charlie and Mr. Bryan?
Williams: Yes.
V. Phelps: Oh, no, they were just devoted friends. Mr. Bryan was Jjust
like a father to me. Anything I asked him -- I couldn't even

to have vid
say "I would likeﬂthat ashtray or this book-or this anything™ wheos
VAN
~beeause lr. Bryan?éaég it to me. I had to be careful what I

said because he was that generous and kinG[LA?an'uhin I ex~-
v

pressed a desire for, he would try to give it to me. They
were just devoted friends. Never any cross words.
Williams: WNo, I didn't ask that. I asked was there a change in Mr. Duke's
Bt
role when Dr., Pomfret came in,, was what I meant.
~
V. Phelps: Oh, yes. He was relieved of a great deal)-éfexcept Dr. Pom-

fret depended on him, too, to help with /Fisitine\ oeo le}and
3 3 3 S\ & )

we were always entertaining people in our home there on N.chmend Rond |
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under Or. Pomret:
I would say Charlie's duties were less A much less.
Williams: He was, from what I gather, influential with people in
Richmon@ﬁsﬁ, was he able to help the college in this way?
V. Phelps: Oh, yes. His father and Senator Harry Byxd, Sr.;\were
great friends’;a‘nd his father was a great politician in
Norfolk County and helped get Governor Byrd élected@
and/ Charlie continued that friendship with Senator Byr’d@

Slose

Doy it \r e N
snd T REptthrb-retabionship . He was felends with ol the govenniors
He headed

4+
and especially/mt Governor Tuclﬁgﬁteﬁ—he—beeamej Governor
%

Tuck's reorganization programj%ryi:ng’m consolidation
and efc*Hv:Y‘Q( beek progranf. So he did a great deal for
thev up in Richmond. Oh, yesgI would say that Charlie
was a politician.

Williams: 4nd wellfsuited ')‘ﬁhen;i‘or what he was doing.

V. Phelps: Very We]-lfsuiteda He enjoyed peoPle":ano‘. he knew the ropes
because he'd just been right with it with his own father.

Williams: This is on another subject?but you've lived in Williamsburg now
since the earlier days of the Restoration. Some pecple don'ft
know but what Williamsburg started in the 19363§, How have
you watched Williamsburg change over the years since you've
lived here?

¥. Phelpss Well, that's a very big question. I've seen it change from a

very small town. When I lived at the president's housegawe just
dewn o -
walked/\e&t onto the first block we the Duke of Gloucester
A
Streetyend- L & P was were Ricks-Wilson is ’)‘and Colonial && w= s

b P . ~ N . "
where the Toymakeriis. The Colonial Store would dellver)and
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I would just walk doun there and order 21l the things I

wanted prd—they would delivers: lirs. Guy and lirs. Fowler

and Mrs. Cox and all of us would gather at the druét§tore
Coea - Cola

<3

for arG§§:ﬁi:£ﬁ£%? ~~ now &ll that's changed. Noq}%you
go down Duke of Gloucester Street and you Hon't know any-

one. Lt's qrewn . We were

very, very close to Colonial Williamsburg. Nr. Bryan

. ., ~
wanted to bring the itown Gogetirer—arg- the crown ®  and
ﬁ o 1y ) )
theﬁ@@%&eg@?togetheg@pn—the~%vwn;"%he“crﬁwny»andwxhewgawﬁ?”mw

&g we were very close together in those early days when

¥r. Bryan was here. lr. Bryan, as I said, was very close to
¥r. Rockefeller, ﬁﬁézpow, I don't see that closeness -~ &
can't be; they're tbo ‘;ig°

I was going %o as%;%would you attribute this to size, the
personaglities involved . . .

a

~ s . . s . g
and I think also o change in policles. I think

I think size\
that Colonial Williamsburg has changed its policies more now
to making money than it is - educational. 4nd the college
has gotten so large.

X . . Y
Also, when the Restoration started wasn't there more use of
local people in Colonial Williamsburg? I don't mean workers?
like hostesses, I mean like the upper echelon.

No, the only local one in the upper echelon was Vernon Geddy.-

‘becavge BEd Kendrew's from Canada and Roy Jones from Nsw York,

I think. Vernon was the only local one. John Henderson was

cne of the architects;but he was under Ed Kendrew. No, Colonial
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Williamsburg has always brought in outside people for the
higher jobs. .
—, oPen wendeted
When the Restoration was going on =--.l Ve from a per-
sonal standpoint ~- was there any opposition from the people
of Williamsburg that no, they didn't want this done to their
town?
Ch, yes. dJudge Armistead's house right there now -- theéy were
very opposed to it. And Mr. Coleman in the Tucker house
+that =
was opposed; then they decidedAthey would sell. Then when
they wanted to close Duke of Gloucester Stree?y?Mr. Coleman's
(thatd

grandson, I think, found in the recordsy in the deedsy;they
cannot close that street. ™

\\\\\\
—We thought that anybody
opposed to Colonial Williamsburg was just crazy. It was jJust
so wonderful to have itwheref We had no idea it was going
t0 become so big snd *ﬂxe@£\w4>wt‘ Duke of Gloucester
Street closed anéqbeiﬁg a museum. Dr. Goodwin wanted the
faculty to live in the restored houses. L

Did you know Dr. Goodwin?

Oh, yes. f%“Waﬁ”ﬁﬁ”ﬁh@“dQﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ“@f“%héwFhﬁ“ﬁG%aMK&@@&&%ui&d»

-bag--@- Dr. Chendler—invited Mr. Rockerfeller and his family down-

for the dedication of the Phi Beta Kappa ﬁuilding;and while Mr.
\,;/W{l(kd

Rockefeller was here, Dr. Chandler said to Dr. Goodwin, ”Weél;

this is a goed chance for you to go and sell Mr. Rockefeller om

your dream of restoring Williamsburg." So Dr. Goodwin took

IMr,. Rockefeller on a tour of Williamsburg and sold him his
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dream.
Williams: Were there some other things that you made siggiﬂotes about?
V. Phelps: bDordené Lady Astor visited Mr. Bryan and Lor§«§X§bent the’night there?
but you know, I can't remember anything special sbout that.
They were all very proper and correct-aﬂéfalso Senator Carter
0 z — Me and My, BF%SY\ weie ‘Pfleﬂc‘s; )
Glass -~ he was a newspapenvman, too, in Lynchbur°4 You see?
Mr. Bryan had wonderful comnections not only in the state of
Virginia but obviouslyy all over the United States through
his newspaper aﬁé4%hen he was very interested in England.
mgsehﬁ thss(: =
I thinK1Mr. Bryan bullt the college up with prestig%ﬁ g
serET” everything's been so long ago, so much
has happened.
Williams: But it's interestirg to peoplgﬂ 1like mgtf%ho will never know
)
an era Jlike that;;é!to hear about it
V. Phelps: Well, Mr. Bryan brought
a black cocker spaniel down to me. He said he had the most
beautiful dog for me
werllg )

awd, I used to him back in the campus and you know, sweet

Nt actn
potatoesawere growing where the sunken lawn is awmd=eozn

and so he brought this black cocker spaniels,

when T first asme! 4nd-then the C,C.C camp
= [and
came and fixed the bridie paths and foot trails, I used to

@/l@)’\
walk hlke through the foot trails and rldelﬁngthe bridle

paths with Mr. Bryan. We had a stable whete Pre Comuar Glong offlce now s

We could use all the lake. &ﬁ@?@here was a boat house; ;t

Z

had a deck, I guess, on top)and they'd have parties up there

and dance. As& then across the way was Squirrel Pointﬁmﬁk Luwherel
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we would have oyster roasts. we 1ust had a good time.

Lr. Brvan made everyoodv feel like a mllllOQ dollars*agéﬁ
as r-‘-ach member of uhe faculty ﬁot marr1ed - Ylkelglmny A

-

Fowler, Cy 'Lambert -- he'd have a dinner party for the

bride and groom . AN o

This is an interesting commentary on the college as it was
in thatrperiod.

It certainly was (here was no social life when Dr.
Chandler was here because his wife died soon after they ar-

rived.:)

—— ___,./

</;o he just concentrated on his work of building the college.



