FRED L. FRECHEITE

Fred Frechette's enrolling in William and Mary in 1942 came
from a chance meeting with a work-study recruiter in Massachusetts.
After a year in this program he was drafted but returned to campus
in 1943 to continue in the work-study project, serving in the first
corps of waiters at the Travis House, operated by the Restoration.

Soon after graduating in 1946 he began working on the Alumni Gazette,

an association that continued over a number of years. After the
alumni board voted to bar further articles on‘tha football scandal
he resigned as managing editor and became Williamsburg reporter for

the Richmond Times-Dispatch. Later he moved to Richmond, where he

was president of the Richmond alumni chapter. From 1972 to 1975,
he was a member of the Society of the Alumni Board of Directors,
Working as a reporter and in his public relations business he has
remained in constant contact with the college and its officials.

His interview covers a variety of subjects mentioned abhove.
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Fred L. Frechette

June 15, 1976 Williamsburg, Va.

Williams: You were.telling me of a special program you were in
during the war. Is this the reason you came to William
and Mary?

Frechette: Absolutely, absolutely. They recruited us. I learned
later the background of this was that in the spring of
1942, with the war already having made inroads on the .
male population of William and Mary, John Stewart Bryan
saidi%@'ve got to do something about itZZI don't know
if he used those words or not)., It was Sharvy Umbeck
who suggested the possibility f@f a war-work programj.
It was patterned after something he had witnessed or
had heard of at the University of Chicago, as I recalle--
the idea of bringing some boys in who might not other-
wise be able to afford college, - getting them some kind

letlir g th em
of worg}andqworkiﬁg their way through. John Stewart
Bryan bought the idea, and Umbeck started orgQZhizing
it. But he had a summertime Jjob as a tennis coach some~
where in the Chicago area, so it was dumped in the lap
of Hib Corey. Hib, of course, realized that the idea
was to go out and find the boys. This was a recriifing

job. He did the smart thing: he got ahold of Rube McCray,



who was at that time assistant to "King Carl®
Voyles, who was the FF man in athletics. Rube
McCray and Hib Corey rounded up several members
of the faculty, the unlikeliest bunch of recruiters
ever put together. Before he even started recruiting
Corey had to find the jobs.
Willjams: I was going to ask if the college lined up the jobs.
Frechette: Corey did. But he was lucky. He didn't have to go
any farther than the Naval Mine Depot, which is now
the Naval Weapons Station, down in Yorktown. They
said they would hire anybody they could get. They were
just absolutely desperate for help, as we Hund out later.
The boys who were recruited gave me these names of people
that contacted them: Professor Donald Davis of biology;
Raymond Dousé, who was a music professor; Wayne Gibbs
of accounting; Harold Phalen of mathematics; "Tiom Thorne;
Ben Read, who was at the Norfik division, I think; and
"Pop" Werner, who was the freshman football coach. The
most frequently mentioned was an assistant professor of

biology named Dr. Albert Delisle, and he was the unlikeliest



recruiter you ever saw. He was not quite my height (I
guess he was 5'7"), kind of balding, wore thick glasses.
He was not fat, but he was not a prepossessing kind of
guy. He apparently went everywhere, and boys from Dan-
ville, from Frederick, Maryland, and Johnson City, Ten-
nessee, all told me they were recruited by Delisle. But
he made his biggest haul in Massachusetts, and that's
because he was from Massachusetts. As a matter of fact,
he was from South Hadley Falls, and the reason I got lined
up was that we used to live next to him when I was very
little. He ran into me on the street in Holyocke, where I
was working at that time. I was twenty years old, just
waiting to be drafted. I was going to night school trying
to get an education, and I told him [what I was doing}. He
said, "Why don't you go to college?" I said, "I can't afford
it." He said, "You can work your way through if you go to
William and Mary." I said, "What's William and Mary?" I
didn't know! He said, "We can get you a job and you can
get your education." I said, "That's great, but with the
draft, it won't be long before I go." He said, "We'll
get you in the reserve corps. I thought, %Well, I'1l1l

give it a whirl." As a matter of fact, he got twelve boys

out of that immediate area of Massachusetts. I was among the ones.
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I arrived here on a terribly hot evening after a train
ride that started at sevan o'clock in the morning. I got
here about eight o'clock at night. In those’ days of coal
locomotives, when you rode in the coaches you got coal
dust all over you. I got off the train, and of course
trains were crowded too because it was wartime, and this
great big man came shouldering through the crowd, butcher-
ing my name (but I'm used to that). I realized he was
calling my name. That was my first introduction to Rube
McCray. He met me there! He made me feel like '"Boy,
we're gad to have you, son." He put me in his car,
helped carry the bag, and put me in my room in Tyler Hall.
They met every boy that came down here, and that was
beautiful because if it hadn't been for that, most of us
would have headed back.

We were jammed in the roums -~ like in my room in
Eyler we had four boys. (It was meant for two.) Then
they took us down to register at the Nai% Mine Depot as
second-class laborers. All that summer we were working
there for ten-hour days in that terrible heat, and we were
doing what everybody called "nigger work." In World War I
there had been a naval air station there. In this great
huge field near where the Parkway is now (you can't see it]
they had been receiving INT from the TNT producing firm
(Dupont or whoever). It had been coming in faster than

their people could handle it; they were Jjust



short=handed, ¥hey had laid temporary railroad tracks

out on this field,and all these strings of boxears of
wete ovt thete
INT waiting to beuloaded, ( Betails of the TNT incident.)
Thsé\ s MG’S'H WS we_ ct-c\ feo the Blrgt weells was onlead these Boxdsns,
We got very careless with the TNT bacause it looked like

soap pouder, . o IR
et baall te the kec_ru t*&ma By
I circulated a questiona:.re several years ago. The said they
the @

A rom

heard abont 57 m%he newspapers or had heard it on t.he

radio. -~ There wer at least 6O .. .- . of

us. To work at the Naval Mine:Depot you had to be ¢ivil

service )an,d it wasn't until after they got the boys on

their way down here that they found out that the minimom

age for ¢ivil service was eighteen, .. WHost of the boys

were seventeen ; some of them were sixteen beacaase of the

elevensyear high schools., What they had to do was that

Corey had to hustle up to Washington to the Civil Service

Commissionyand for the duration of the war , as a result

of this program, fhe ¢ivil service lowered its minimum

Nstionail tih

age requirement to seventeen4 For the few sixteen year -

olds, he got some work from private employers, There was
Forvkhe

a pipeline being laid . Newport News ¢ity water system,
A puniing down old Reobe (3.

which was coming up here and Several of the boys worked

on that,

A As we went out on ouf buses, we would see them &

they were already on their job; they even had longer



hours than we hads
Williams: Did special arrangements have to be made with your classes
for you to work there?
Frechette: None of us had started classes that summer. When we
came down here we thought we were going to have
classes, but the idea was that wé: a;r%rk during the
summer and stash our money away and be able %o make

a down payment. Well,that was a great theory,but Ristolal,

, ? “hete
we didn't make that much money, and secondly, ,. was

had we. were

slways fiet‘tohei\ at Chownings and always wearing our

clothesi\ or needing so;nething>so we didn’t save

very much, 8ot the acllege didn'e mind ~—they lebus go o ond tegster,
Williams: Did your job pay your tuition?
Frechette: No, X'll get to thats We weremaking about $27, 50

- a week during the sumer. Oh yes,: [T yented totel

-gha. we sneaked a couble of bombs cut of the depot

that caused a great commotion. Inciden?éy, in connectinn

with those bombs, we did it because we were mad at

the marine guards; we wanted to show them they couldntt

bully us around. Everybody had TNT in their room; we

had bags of it. When these bombs were spitited away

the word got awut, and somenow the alset was sounded

)
that there was going to be search of the dorm:itory

rooms for the bombs,  The boys hurriedly got



Fohe TNTI .
rid of it& There used:tebe a little frog pond

right by the Wigwam--a little piace just sast

of the dinirg hall area, kind of between the

vld :‘.nﬁ;:mazy and Tyles »—ji\c%as a little frog pond
which has now been covered over with a patio. Down

id
find twentywfive

there 4o thig day I think yaugg;x
to fifty pounds of TNT. That'!s where it was throun
that night when the word came around that they were
hunting for it!\d%n September the idea was to breal us
into two shifts: some of us worked Monday, Wednesday,
and Friday andvggo&%%o classes Tuesday, Thuxfday, and
Saturday{6f course, in those days there were Saturday
classeé. The others would work Tuesday, Thux?gay, and
Saturday and go to clesses Monday, Wednesday, and
Friday. We were permitted to carry two=thirds of the
regular load; for most of us it was two ..  three-~
hour clesses and a five-hour seience, plus they gave
ﬁs a credit in physical education because of mur work
we were déing at the Naval Mine Depot. I thought that
was very nice of them because we deserved it! We all
put on weight that summer and built up muscles " - :: .

we didn't know - . we had., The theory was that by



going to summer school. we could make up the three

hpurs a semester that we were missing. Some of the

boys almost immediately were able to get other jobs,

or they came in September and were given betier jobs. For exsmple

I know a boy X named Dick Duncan; he never
“o
went— - the Naval Mine.Depot; he was selling shoes

at Casey's. Fred Flanary here in town was a wai -
worker; He was selling shoes; I think he was on the
pipeline job,ans then he got a job as a shoe salesman.
A fellow named ngman Hoffman ~ was a theatre us@;er

and worked at the Gollege library . Tommy Smith and

Jovinsy
%@ Warner - shifted over to waiting on tables

in the College diming hall. They were also musicians,
and they supplemented their incomes by playing in the

Lt

College dance band. It was a very difficult thing

working the way we did; we were getting up before
Lwe wetred

sunrise’ ' it was getting colder and riding often
/ -Fﬁe;ﬂ,&; A
in open trucks, working like , down there. They used

to dump us at Gq}lege Cerner 'at BUtG. o 5330

. Ve were dirty, grangy, tired , and all these
on
pretty girls coming down, the way to the Post office ——
“the grestest ’%M] in~the world
It wasn't - - for one's ego. We
A\ B?t
felt a littlaq apart from the campus.



It was pretty hard to feel aﬁ)art of it when your‘e

away three days a week like that, ~ "Ehe
: needs
finanecial and monetary x\ pulled us all together.

When the freshman class elections were held, we put = uvp
two war> workers as President and vice president, and

we voted for them en masse! It was block voting!
£ Cehe workers

Williams: I wondexrdhow the students felt about/-\ﬁ . because you

were a distinet group.

Frechette: I found that the girls were particuladly sympathetic.

i

Some of the guys locked down on us,and thetis natural;
o

Bone of us had any money{\g., .. any standing anywhere.

Another thing too = that scared the heck out of them:

we were eager beavers; we wouldnft have been here if
hodrt be ep.

We © weeent, Most of us did fairly well in class

because we knew the value of that education. I suppose

L Quess the
we upset a lot of applecarts, But “ { - war was a big

facter that prevented it from becoming too big,

4} In December all the air force reserves were called up

and pretty shortly thereafter all the &rmy reserves.
The rest of us were in the navy)and we all went out
in the spring. What happe during the fall was that
there was an impossible situation, particulady for

out=ofestaters. I couldn't remember what we were
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v
making working three days a weekjl\éne of the bops,
Jimmy Carpenter, said it was 13.43.17 ~ oo

'

". Dusty Ash said it was S[3.&4.
Whatever it was, we were falling in
debt rapidly. We just couldn't make both ends meet;
that's all there was to it. So a lot of the boys
dropped out. This became very obvicus to Sha{? Umbeck,

“te
who was back by then, and Jack Pomfret, who had sucocesded Mo, Bryan as

presdert.

“ jo They tried as much as they could to shift
the boys averxg talked to John Green about this,

who was at that time gxecutive vice-president in ‘

the Tin s0d Lodge and who helped pot this oll tgethes,

charge of . Just before the War, the Restoration

upperated three restaurants: one at the Lodge, one

at the Inn)and the other at the Travis House. In the

fall of *42, the Imn had become a rooming house for

army and navy wives, and they closed the kitchen

and dining room. The labor shortage forced them to

close the Travis House., Green said that Kenneth

Chorley; who was President of Restoration, said

(4 3 0y
“We need more places to eat: open the Travis House! Greeq sed, T dde'
hnow how - - & aida’t heve siybody .’

AGreen apparently must have mentioned this to Vernon

Geddy, who was €xecutive Vice-gresident and sort of

resident mananger, (because Chorley was generally awa@.
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As I said, the Geddys and the Pomfrets were real
ciose;) and they played bridge frequently. Jack Pomfret
said there wasn't anything he was afraid to talk about
with Vernon Geddy. He said he thinks perhaps over a
bridge table in November he said something to Vernon
about the trouble the c¢ollege was havin%%geut these
boys who were working at the Naval Mine Depot. He said
it just wasn!t working out. F:\%jha;d these boys down
here aré they weren't making enough money, 1t was too
hard on their studies; it was difﬁcult.vgg "eaid,

. “John Green is Just desperate for somebody to
work in the Travis Hﬁuse. Wetve got to open it." fomPret seid H was in

this cascal weyg —“that the €hing was hammered oo,
~Chorley was en'bhusiastic about™it when Yerron

Vernon snd Cherley ~4eld him, “bet Shatvy Unbeo
told him about it. John Green said A theyire going 2
to supply the men you need.A A couple of the boys were
hired to be dish washers; the rest of us were hired
to be waiters. And then I remember, I think it was in
ther [who
January, A must have been sixteen of us Jwere brought
gown there and given instructions in how to wait on
tables. We went through a two-week course. Around the
first of February they opened up with us as waiters.
That's how the workwstudy program got started\q%f course ,

it was very successful. It made all the difference in



Williams:

12

the world to all of us because we were able to make

decent money. The .Travis House\:,\aﬁo_n}y open tor dinnet.

It was closed Mondays and Tuesdays, so it served one

dinner on Wedhesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday, and on
Sundays it served »dinner both at noon and in the

evening. You wouldi&tﬁe to do your studying and still

make good money on the tips, because it was good money.

Was it true what I read somewhere that the boys were

getting so prosperous in this job that there was: & revivsl of

®e ket . playimg = . on campu:?
vk

Frechette: Well, I don't know about others ,41 was very fortunate.

. “‘then
I was a waiter in the spring of 43, and«like everybody
else I went into the service; I went into the V=12
program, But I got discharged. I came back the first
~-there was o poecblem in going heeK o wer k.
of February in 194k,  But very shortly thereafter
the gal who was handling thewines at the Travis House ™~
she was a chief petty officers wife )and her husband
was transfered and she left. - lMrs. Reynolds, the
mana.gger s was desperate for a wine steward, nd since
I was the only boy there over twenty~one, I became
When T becsme & Senior
the wine steward. T retired because I was making
4 -2
so much money; it was fright,é.\ng. There were days at

the Travis House as a wine steward I walked home with
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over $Q60y. . .and in those days a dollar was

a dollar. It was incredi blel  sun fot every day was
T Were

that good, 411 we served ’?ee champagne . cocktails

and wines, and mest of our clientele were army and navy
We'd play "0l Black Joe " to them sbout
officers. A working our way through school,and boy,
they tipped, I mean they tipped! What Made it .great {or
the wine stewstd wes they didn't take reservations
: and it was
~the only pla.c::ﬁ?ty miles in either direction:‘jg\twas
a decent place to eat. You went there when the place
opened; they were always lined up waiting when we opened
our doors at &0: We would fill the place up )a,nd then
we would take names, and you would have to be there
when your name was ca.lled) so most people would
just go upstairs in the lounge and sit ,. . All we could
serve them were champagne cocktails,and they were
# % apiece. Two of them were a F1..56,
and I always got the change from 9.9 =— —
or more, . By the time they had five or six champagne .
' cock{éjails they were paying as much as for a tip
as they were for the champagne cocktails. I was making
them as fast as I could. It was fantastic! Literally!
And if somebody ordered a bottle of champagne, that would

)‘?:‘"\}beé‘,ﬂ
be eight; +en dollars, The tips were pretty good.
A ,
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I shared the job with my roommate through my =seaniow  eap,

There were six meals a week; I would work three

or four,and he would work the other meals)and he

would make out very well ,too. Two of us were being

supported by one job, I put so much money in the

bank that along about Mzrch in my Senior year I retired

and turned the job over to another veteéﬁ and had

plenty left; I had enough left to fly home to California

after I graduated. I don't know about the boys working secving
the food; they did aJ;fight yout that wine steward

job was an absolute bonanza. 0f course we were noi

)

foolish enough to publicise it;ﬂwe kept it guiet.
) [andld

But we were working three meals a Weekg«I was making
$50 4o F1OG wer 071 a week.

Williams: A little eadier you were telling me a very lovely story
about Mr. Pomfret and the war-weric. - boys.

Frechette: This would be the work-study boys. During the fall of
1942, about the time the Travis House started, all of
a sudden you didn't hear the words "war-work" anymore;
you began to hear "work-studyl - I never
had a chance to talk to Sharvy because he died before

bot T suopecks

I could,aSharvy decided that "war-work' was not a
dignified t#e and he 1iked "work-study" because that's
vwhat they used out at Chicago. When he came back he
F«ind-vf decided to change it. There were still boys
working at the depot--just a handfull--but ﬁhey
worked right through. Poor guys; it was terrible.



#
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This would be sfter T came back frem the seryfae:
gauring the holiday periods, of course,the Travis
House did not close; It was part of the deal  when
you took a job there, there would not be vacation
time, ¥ou couldn't go home or wher%i?er. You would
have %0 stay there half the time and staff the Travis
House. Personally it was no problem because I couldn't
afford to go home to California} I stageiﬁ??&g:most
of the boys it was a hardship; they were a lot
younger than I was. What we used to do wés to flip
coins. For example:fggristmas vacation came up in 19h§J
sverybody flipped a coin, dbout half the boys
had to stay through Christmas. Then they would go home
and the other boys would come in and work. We either
got Christmas or N;w Years. Well, on Christmas Eve of
1955, I was on my way to check my mail and then go
to work about 00 ;) At College Cormer. I ran
into Joh» Pomfret. By thab time I‘/\:& qix%b? know him,As
a student - I didn't get to know him well
§§§%§é?iate s, but he still recognized me. He said,
Frechette, what are you doing here?" And I explained
to him that somebody had to be here to keep the Travis
House going. He said, "You mean that there are boys

here on Christmas Eve?" And I told him unfortunably,

yes. "Well, what are you going to do?" I think I was
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very tresh with him. I think I said something l:Ke,
"Theyire probably going to get some beer or champale

or something. and have a little party." He said, "fhat's
terrible. That's terrible. I tell you what you should
do! You get all those boys together)and as soon as you
get out of work , bring them to my house jand we'll have
a Christmas Eve party! Well, I explained this to the
boys. They didn't believe ;2;?¥Eﬁ?l finally convinced
them it was true. It was a slow night; we got through
about < 30,

5
the dormitory to get cleaned up and we went over

- and everybody cof course ran back to

there. From a personal standpoint, the interesting
thing was that the Geddys and the Pomfrets were having

becaose
dinner togethd:r that nightj their sons were in the service.
The Geddys also had their daughter, Carcline, with them,
who at that time was sixteen. As we came in she
was introduced to all the boys,and that's how I met
my future wife. Shortly thereafter the Geddys left

v % «-t— o\~
and the Pomfrets had just aﬂélce party, I think there
eight of us who had to stay to keep the Travis House
open. I think it was a warmm and geneﬁrbus thing that

p—

he did, because he didn't have to do that. It showed me

that he was a very nice méni'that's all there is to it.
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Williams: Was this program you were in unique in Virginia
institutions?

Frechette: I thinﬁgt was; I don't know. I never’heard of it being
in effect anywhere else. I understand that a lot of
placeégo that now. I think we had a unique situation,
L8 igfﬁot been for the Restoration and the kind
of organization tha{fwasv © . it wouldn't have worked.
It did work. It has worked. Of course I don't Imowi?i.hé
is today because I'm not that close %o_it, but over
the years any number of boys{llike Jim Kelly-~he was
&t Travis House and Kings Arms; I think he did both)--
the number of young men (I don't know of any women)
that have used that program as a means of getting
their education , I think, is considerable. I wish
somebody would find out sometime. I have always
had a great pride:%aving been on the ground floor)
breaking the trail for all those that followed.

We could have screwed it up badly!

Williams: Apparently you set it on the right track.

Frechette: That was purely accidental, though. I suppose if we
hadn't had the kind of boys that stuck it out at the
depot and showed that they were willing to work and
do well in spite of everything, the college and the

Restoration might not have been interested. It was a



Williams:

Frechette:
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great experience; I wouldn't trade it for anything.
You had said something about that there were so few
men (pt William and Mary during World War IL 7} that .
made % different situation for you.
Weall wents arcund with the sword ot Danceles
It really did. “ hanging over our heads. My freshman
year, which was 'L42-'43, Jack Camp was the dining hall
anmouncer, and}:\%ould occasionally lower the boom and
announce, "A1l &ir oorps reservi sts will report in three
days" or something, and of course everyone would go, "'Ohf K
Some of the girls whose boyfriends were air corps would
getpretty ,sad. Jack Camp himself reported and he never
came back. By the spring of 43, I think our male
student body had dwindled considerably--only a couple ot
hundred of us left, #nd most of us met on the University
of Richmon?iingJuly 1 .. =, 1943, for the ¥-12
program. We left William and Mary after final exams in
alf o% us
June, and two or three wesks later,\ met again up there
at the University of Richmond. Some of us during the fall
flunked out for physical disabilities and what have you.
I was one of them. I went back home to Massachusetts and
~te the ciePt board;
had to report back and I was rejected again
After working f£ér acth:.le( b weg too late to get *or
the fall semestor) I retury ed to the campus around the

first of February of 194y, and things had changed.
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sSathe.
Thg\girls pretty much were still there. But a whole
new generation of boys were there. All these freshmen
boys-~~the Harvey ChappelPs.C%arvey is one of my closest
and dearest friends, At that time my roommate was a boy
\mmj Emth sad T Niewed i\ pEE RS
named Tommy Smith~-,  as abh upstart:)Wb'i been here”
before; we were freshmén class officers together, Al ot s swlden thete were
w .
“ipfficers, honor councilj two local fraternities had
“the ather men had been gene .
sprung up in the few months'\ « As a matter of fact,
Smith and I and a couple of others - - counted)and there
were approximately two hundred boys on the campus 5
O)ﬂg
d@nd to the best of our ability, we couqucount seventeen
that were over seventeen years old.(bf course, we were
among thenh) i @nly about three of that group of
seventeen had been in the service. Wéiboth . been {p-~
pat for long, but at least had discharges to prove
we had been there. q%ome funny things happenﬁés a result:
I remember I was walking on my way to class between what
is now the president's office and the law school>and I
ran into a girl named Marilyn Kaemmerle, who was the
editor of the Flat Hat. I was with Tommy Smith, and she
stopped and said,"You know, there are no men on the Flit
but gee, 'ﬁ\'asts‘tcat‘v ble,

Hat staff!. We said we didn‘'t ¥nmow thatL&She said, "Why

don't you do something? Come onxgoin up!. Tommy had done
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a little sports writing for his high school paper,

so he bacame a sports writer or a sports editor.

She looked over at me and saild, "why don't you come,
too", And I said)“z ?\ve never done anything like that.”
I was joking but I sa.id;{I v always wanted to write
a column:)She said, “Aégightja” And just like that, I
became a Flat Hat columnist.\'%hat set the pattern;

I remember not too long ﬁaf;:emardsj the same sort

of thing happendin the old gost office. I ran into
Althea Hunt, whom I didn't know very well. She said,

"T want you to try out for a play!' I said, "Really?"
She said, "Yes. I want you to give it a try. Have you
ever done anything?" I said, "Well, not really"., I had
mentioned I had done something in junior high one time.
"ell , you come on. We're gc{x&h have try'ff-.wtr@lu’e ve got
to try you out!' Because there was nq body else ~ T

woud up as the male lead in Quality Street, and me==I

can't act my way out of a paper bagl I remember they

wanted cheerleaders, so I did a little cheerleading

one time. I absolutely didn‘'t go for it all, but

that's the way it was; there was nobody else. So. I

compiled this fantagtic record of undergraduate

dctivitres because f:ggppenaito be there! I aperated

under false pretenses; I got O.D.K.jé??es?dertt’s 6(&@_3&“ thig

because
simplyl\during those wartime years there were no
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men around to do those sorts of things. If there had
been I don't think I would have quite so acitive.

I remember being an undergraduate in that period keftere
the boys came back[’ and they began to really pour back
in the fall of ’&5} Poor girls; I'm telling you, they had
a terrible time socially. First of all, they were older
than most of the boys, and there were not that many boys
around. Their blind dates was what kept them going
sociallyt?uys from various Raval instalbtions and army
installations. It wasn't very easy. As a matter of fact,
if I were working at the Travis House{ as I did so

often) on a Saturday night and there was a dance at school

>ad
or something, I could get through by . 15) I
would call up about 00 o¢ 918 . and literally

have a choice of who I wanted to take. I don't think

I made very many friends by doing that sort of thing!

It was not a humbling experience for a man, to put it
very honestly.\ During this period we had in February
of 1945 anearly issue {of the Flat Hat) after the fimst
semester exams,. It was the first or second issue.

We usel to have an office up in Marshall-Wythe ( now

T weuld go oo and hovt sud @eob'\ tmy Celoma,
James Blair_) on the third floor. ere would

A
always be two or three of us around, . usually
Marilyn Kaemmerle, who was the editor, and Nancy Easley,

who succeedmﬁher, and two or three others like that.



22

Kaemmexi le was having a terrible time; she had to write
the ediftorials. She took it very seriously. She asked
me what to write about that day, and Ii?eﬁember oL
telling her anything. She said, "Well, I'm going to
do something approp:iate for Lincoln's Birthday! She
could type much faster than I could. She finished

hers before I could finish mine; I was having trouble
writing mine. She said, "What do you think of this?#
I looked at 'ft) and T said "I wouldn't print that!

No way, Mac! She said, "Well, I don't know. Maybe

I will. If I can think of something better, I won't
print it}‘\(*%ell, she printed it. Wow! Did it ever

get her in trouble! It was absolutely true what she
wrote, but it wasn't the time or the place, and ;fflot
of people didn't like what she said. I remember some
kids from Toane same down to throw rocks at sbudents,
A o } N T Lot of boys here
were Southerners. I remember we . » ha¥  a series
of meetings in C-21 Tali;f’erro, which became a command
post, 7 o gide

e

(What happem/uas that James Gordon Bohannon am that

LS

A’(»{;k@ Rosrd Visttors crew%all said;gde’ve got to have some kind of control
”
over what these kids do. Of course, students being
students, we didn't like that idea. We took the position
have

that we may not eg reed with what she wrote, but she

had a right to do it. When the pressure got fierce
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some of the hotheads{ and there were some) wanted
a strike. Jack Pomfret called togsther what he
described as the leadership of the campus. We
met in old Phi Beta Kappa Hzll; there must have been
thirty of us,girls and boys. He told us if we persisted
and went ahead and had a;tudent strike that he would
have no regourse but to resign. That kind of sobered
up some of us. Some of us went back and did our best
to cool things. fnd we did; we succeeded. No strike
took place, . There was some realjustment in the way
they cleared Flat Hat stuff; nothing really changed,
but it was a big tempest-in-the-teapot for a.iwhile.
It kind of colored Mac Kaemmerleslife though; I think
she had to give up being edi‘tor@ Ruthie Wiemer
succeeded her, . , (She became very
Sotive inthet Kind of thing shter she gradeated)) Thet was biq eXcitemsers

Williamss What could you say of the morale on campus during the
war, generally?

Frechette: I think morale was pretty good. There was a little more

Con stbirtode obd
of}\ "Live today and let tomorrow take care of itself"
I think it was normal under the circumstances. Just
recently, when I moved down here, I uncovered these
old Flat Hats fwm way back, and I read all my columns.
ev aonld

Its amazing; change the dates a.nd}\print. them today -~ ~

. -the weys
the same complaints about food, profess .oms gradee- ssme *::hé&%s
A ‘ VT
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Nothing changes, That's one thing I have learned
as I haveac?f?gblder is that people don't change;
just the dates and the circumstances change.
We were shook vp frequently by the deaths of people
we knew real well. But * . like a death in
the family you ge%ég&gi iﬁ‘jﬁé: p%?sgp‘tw?ig ‘a lot
of things because we couldn't do anything about them.
Food was terrible because we had ratioigi@'xd I think
that might have actually prevented us from raising hell
asbout the kind of food they were serving us.
Many times m‘Wj‘ffﬁ" apple butter instead
of margarins or real butter for our toast,and we'd hsye
fried ;épam instead of bseon. We didn't like it, but
I think we were Gleraant, An§:¥hose of us who smoked,
finding cigarettes was terrible. I'll never forget it;
I became acquainted with Murads:. I never knew they
beamcse. things were sherto,

existed! You took whatever you could find@'l‘ravel was
very difficult. o - . - ‘Yhen
vacation break came Greyhound just couldn't
provide enough busesﬁand the trains were out of this
world. I remember kids actually getting in the baggage
compartment underneath the buses to get a ride to
Richmond. They weren't supposs! to, but C

the aisles would be jammed; they did the

hed
best they ¢ould for them. If anything happersd,they
A
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would have been lost.
Williams; You mentioned the local fraternities. Were you in
one of them?
Frechette: -
No, “they had to run class elections every
semester because of the repid turnover, and Smith and T ond one ettwo s
ran for some office right after we came back) and
we got defeated, it was the only time we ever got
defeated in an election. The reason we got defeated
Srakb-ern el ec
was because of these two local}\ﬁhi:ﬁgs that engineered
the whole thing; there was no chance. So we dsliberately
organized a club, the Sovereigns Club, for only
one reason: to use it as a means of getting eveny Ssd we did.
We. serersded | we designed a gin.
We had a lot of fun with it. A We used it as a
politicaﬁﬁeaponi
Williams: So you were a fraternity without a Greek name.
[Suith sad X3
Frechette: Not really. We «were both members of fraternities.
We just called it a club. We gave it some of the

“to wttrest Weds who liked thats sott obching
trappings of a fraternity 4 but we carefully

>
avoided it, because Smith was a XA and I was
a Phi Tau. We just gave it the aura of one.
Williams: The nationzl fraternities had been suspended for
the duration of the war.
Frachette: That's right. When the quys came beal theq were inmedistely renetivetn
Williams: There was no thought then to keeping these local ones?
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Frechette: We never gave it a thought; I don't know about
the others. We auntomatically disbaried when the
fraternities came back. The fraternities all lost
their houses while the war was unde¥ way. I was not
privy to all of that, I pledged a fraternity
when I was a freshman, We had a beautiful house,
and then all of a sudden we didn't have it. I
) .33“ Was fever ® very Keen ‘H@.‘beu%g man,
never really kept up with itj, It's s fight for a
time and plxe. When they came back. I thought,
"Gee, here's a great opportunity to start from
scratch and make fraternities have a positive influence . v

Nobody was interested,so I deactivated myself, anij

)

have been deactivated ever since. I guess I was

trying to be a do-gooder, ®1d do-gooders arer s very gepular,
Williams: By the time you graduated. in 1946, had there begun any

of this post:war veteran crush that I know came later?
Frechette: Oh, yes. We began to get weterans back in the fall

of 45, *m a trickle at first. A lot of guys L

knew in my freshman year came back in the fall of

t45. They really began to hit us in the spring .

Meiot of them wete boal.
of '46. They didn't want any part of making a

A ,,
angthing bota
fraternity n" " fun thing . <ﬁ Tt was a

difficult time for the eolleges because you had

who ot Some
guys/\had been away for threexfour years [ ‘,_,\' had

been gone before I was a freshman} and who ﬁere
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mature, They had all kinds of experiences

not all of them good..liquer and everything else. Whea

fhey tried to tell these boys not to drink

it was ridiculous. Thereuwds no way they:g/giang to

keep them { from doing that]. In sure anawful

lot of girls were brought farther along sexually

thadn they might othex Wise havg:& %c;u figure that

all of a sudden the average age of your male

student body jumps to be about three years older

than the average age of the girls-:‘fhose who had

to deal with student affairs - had no’

bed of roses. I remsmber being called mb: A man

who for a time was dean of students, a man

named (George) Armacosta terribly miscast. He

became a president of a college in California ..

Redlands or something. But at that time he was

Students.

trying to be the dean of » . He was a vely

straight-laced, Bible-“%;yp; person; I don't

remember him too well. He called me in with Tommy

Smith, my roommate: He asked us what could he do

to cope with the drinking situation. That kind of

broke us up because I did more drinking as a college
T’ve done

undergraduate thanq ever since. It was the thing to

do. We really couldn't tell him anything and I thought
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it was kind of ridiculous to ask us for ad¥ice.

Even today it's ridiculous to ask students to

help run things because you'lve got to set the

course. You couldn't prohibit it. Sharvy Umbeck)wha L thiak
was one of the really great men 5 iwas probably

right. He came into our room one night. We usel to

get a bottle of Canadian Club or something and

Jjust really have a party. We locked the door and put

a blanket up over the transem:, We weren't a.f;r;'aid

of disturbing anyone; the g%gjg;{? \v;:nhad i‘l::and

they were going to drink it on us! We were quietly

drinking ourselves into oblivion )and there was a

knock qt the door) and we said,"Go away" A voice
said,f?hsaxw Unbeck! We let him in and:esat dowm.

We were just high enough to say, "Hey, have a drink

with us)" and T think he did. He was asking us ’about
something)and he said) "Well, as long as you do it this

way, it's okay'. I was twenty-three years old,and how weie »
'é‘e—y .5 going to tell me I couldntd Mn&?‘:eé\ggk ﬁ?&@m ®meemd?
been over in Italy, France, North Africa, and hitting

a couple of those islandsj youlre not going to tell

those guys that are old and hardened and had risked

their lives (I 'm not talking about myself,..Some of

these guys had flown over Germany and all)--you%e
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not going to tell these guys they can't drink! NHo way!
So it was pretty wild for a while there. I think it
took all of four or five years for the last of that
group to ‘3,9\/:6 through. Some of them stayed around
forever. They ' roie the GI Bill for all itws worth.
I think they deserved ii;:m:it.S {gfea\ " . a big hunk
of their lives. I was in Williamsburg although I
was no longer a student, . I knew they wezi\s?;*naugh
time , but the t,ollegeﬁurvived, It always survives,
Williams: You were by this time working on the Alumni Gazette ?
Frechette: No, my first job after I graduated was with the
Restoration in. their hotel operations. I worked there
for almost four years. In the meantime, I had been
working , helping Charlie McCurdy with the Alummi
Gazette . He offered me a fu]l:time job at peanuts
because he didn't have the funds, but it gave me a
chance to learn more about journalism, - We worked

ver y well together. We made the Alumni Gazette one

of the(best\tenjalumi magazines in the country. It was Chadie’s deing ! he
was & vely sbile maq, % Thepq we ook on LethletbiasY |

N Charlie was not very much in favor of
athletics; but I was. Itfs as much a part of college
Titerosllegishe
as the ivy on the mé.}.l»’l dthletics should be a healthy
thing, provided the boys who play it are bome/fidé

students. Well, we all knew that some weren't.
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“thet: came ack ofF there Fremtime o time,
There were some pretiy unsavory characters A We
weren't going to attack them; we Jjust wanted to say,
"We can have an athletic program, but does it have to
\ot of
be like this?" So I started to doa A research on these
things to find out for example how many boys were
Bombper 1
they bringing in,and of that& how many stayed in
class very long ,Afgilure rate and all these things.
It was very hard information to come by. We blocked
out a series of articles. We got our first one
. swivily
written,and KABOOM! 4 lot of people got, mad about it.
[ihe alumn board ]

They}\told us we couldn't print any more of those, so
Charlie and I decided we would just resign, witich was
a smart thing for me because I fell into this lovely

he
job as a reporter for the Times-~ Dispateh, anc}m went

on to greater things. In retrospect it was understandable.
_ I think that sort of thing today would not raise as biga Puss,
wWdlliams? You mean the afGeles movid not teise ”d\:vb'bo‘g a tuss
Frechette. Yeg, " .. The scandal was what prompted us to do
the series. I don't know anything firs@hand:about
the scandal, I was here in town, working for the
gollege, and heard all the rumors; I have my theories
about what happemd,but I can't add anything of an
historical nature. I can just comment that fube
MeCray was a very fine person. I dont't think that

he, himself, although he took responsibility for it,
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was the kind of person to dd the things that were

done., He proved the kind of man he was; he went down

to Noxrth Carolina to take over that béys’ school

and did a fantastic jobe I remember him because he

was the man that met me the day I arrived in Williamsburg.

I‘ would run into him over the years. I never played

football for him or anything like that, bizt he always

impreséed me as a gentleman..§ rough, country boy, Cbutl
[He was ]

an honszst boy.Agio‘e: a  ~ ° tremendously intelligent

man, but I don't think he was snem@yJ and he was

man encugh to take the responsibility for what happened.

I always had a snetking suspié'\ ion that Jack Pomfret

on his side{ who of course hadk‘:;o take responsibility),

might have been glad to have it over with and behind

him . He would duck. I remember talking to

Jack Pomfret; I got to know him pretty well during the

late 'Y 0:s. I remember sitting witl; him in his

study. ‘%  the president's garagz;i hearing him just

as clear as day.-he was sitiing with his back to this

case of books and typewriter and everything, and:ésaid,

"%‘ is what I like the most)" which is what he

spent most of his extra spare time doing; historical

research. He loved history, he really did. I think he

was terribly miscast as a president of a college.

I dontt think he wanted it; he didn't want to be
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bothered or didn't want to hear about things that

kept him from his first love. He was a unique man.
Williams: Why do you think he did it then and became a president?
Frechette: Well, I can't give you a firsgiﬁand account; I can

give you my theory. His wife, Sarah, who also is a

very nice person, was the sister of a man named

Jack Wise. Jack Wise ran the Richmond newspapers

for John Stewart Bryan. I think the inference is

quite obvious. I don't know égther it is true

or %ﬁther it happergthat way, but it would seem to

me that Jack Pomfret wound up as president of the

@ollege because of that comnection. He may never

admit ity ) I don't think he really wanted ity bot he wound vpin i,

¥ It was one of those things. He was a dean at Primceton™
Vanderbilt
when he was tapped to be president of William and Mary.
I think he should have remained a professor of history.
I think he might admit to that today. As I recall,
somebody told me not too long ago that he has been
known to say that. He has been happy as a
lark out there in the Huntington Museum doing what
Mmeybe. l\aiaaaﬁ elge aculd have prevented oL bob
he likes 1o do. It's oo badi‘ -+ the fact remains
that he did not do his homework as a president. As much
as I respect him and admire him, he did a lousy Jjob
as president of this college. He permitted things

1o go on that should not have gone on. He is responsible.
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He looked the other way or didn't look at all.

You can't run an institution that way; you've

got to know what's going on. You've got to take

the time and the trouble to go after them and clean
them up. He didn‘t;\Alvin Chandler, his successor,
tried harderglzsazietely opposite from Jack Pomfret
in that Jack didn't want to know anything, and
Alvin wanted to know everything! He wanted to do it

all himself. I remember early in my career as s

reporter for the Times-Dispatch working here in

Williamsburg, doing a long interview with Alvin,
I asked him WH&
ter having been an admiral in
§ the wavy, why het‘z:%me back to the ¢ollege .‘:Mt amine. o7t oSt ves-thet
'3
Afather was J.A.C. Chandler, and he was a fantastic
man. The comnection between J.A.C. Chandler and Alvin
is very direct: Alvin‘s motivation wé%i;?gggzation
of his fathér, because J.A.C. Chandler did a
financial juggling act here ito build up this college.
He scratched and really fought to get things built.
But in the doing he did so much financial Juggling
that, although he never made a nickle on it and there was
no dishones{i§ involved, he got things pretty messed

up)and there was a cloud over his head when he died

in office. It was pretty messy trying to get it
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straightened out. I'm convinced that Alvin's motivation
was vindication of his father, he always felt bad
about the cloud under which his father died because of
this situation. There is no doubt in my’mind 1) that he
really revered his father and 2) that he loved William
and Mary. Which came first I'm not sure. He was deter-
mined to straighten this place out, but he was not the
man for the Jjob. Alvin was really a mixed-up combination
of characteristics. The man loved to fight. As I told
you earlier, occasionally when I was covering stories at
the college I would get a story from Alvin one evening
and would put it in the paper the next morning, then read
the afternoon paper or the Daily Peess and find out he had
a hon deed and eighty
said‘ A degrees opposite. (I can't think of a for instance.)
I was as direct as he was; I would go storming into his
office, and Miss Pearl Jones, who was his secretary, never
tried to stop me. I remember telling him in one of our
heated exchanges that“he best thing he could do for the
college is resignf) But the son~of-a-gun, I think he
liked it; I think he loved it. After one of our worst
argﬁments he turwed around and nominated me for the
distinguished service award given by the Jaycees here
in town, and as result of that I got it. I remember

when I told him I was going to leave the Times-Dispatch
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and work for Reynolds (Metal Company] he literally
had tears in his eyes.

I think maybe if he had had a couple. of men around
him during the years he was here that would have foq:ght
with him that he might have dme a better Jjob. I don't
think many people fought with him because he was pretty
frightening, particularly if you worked 8or him. He
was hell~bent, full-speed-ahead) damn-the-torpedoes,

a bull in a china shop. I think if he had an Achilles!
heel, other than his bluntness, it was his talent for
believing what he was saying at that moment was the
absolute truth. He couldn't recognize that he might have
changed his mind from yesterday. He told me one thing

one day and another thing another day; that's what used

to gét me so0 furious about him. He wasn't trying to lie
when he said, "I didn't say that;" he really didn't believe
he said it. I think fie man was one of these people with
the sincere ability to think of only what he is saying

gt that moment.
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ﬁ? Of course, that is absolutely hopeless in a college
atmosphere; you can't do things like that. I'm not
sure he was the right man at the right place at the
right time. He was here; we had to live with him.
He was in constant turmoil with the facu%Z}y and
the administration; they just hated him. Poor Alvin
Chandler- couldn't go down the hall and go te¢
the john without someone calling me up and telling

+hey were disloysl to him.
me about it! He had no loyal help;, People very

1

close to him were snitching on him all the time.

durin
I remambeﬁqsome of the big controversies, when
practically every story coming out of William
an¢ Fery was a front page item, a headline

(T'm aet gol g +o vene any r\&mes:)J

story) I would beg some of these peopleA I would
séy,“Let me quote you!' "No. But maybe you can find

somebody else" In those days the Times~Dispatch

would not print a stéry without attribution. Absclutely.
S0 I had all this information and I couldn't use it.
Russ Carneal ,kwho was in the House of Delegates, told
me time and again, "If one of these idiots would stand
up and speak and let us have something we can put

our teeth into, Alvin Chandler is gone. The governor

is ready to fire him." James Wilkinson Miller, who was
head of the philosophy department,  finally spoke

up, but not until he had himself lined up a job
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at McGill . This sort of thing went on too often.

I asked Jim Miller a number of times to stand up,
but he wouldn't do it. I'm not saying that he was
one of those that snitched, buéilvin was surrounded
by snitches. He may have been bad, but I don't think
he was as bad as he was painted. In retrospect

he looks pretty good to me because at least he

was his own man. He was a sincere man with some

clay on his feet. He was a miscast, just as Jack Pomfret
was a miscaé%fgyb didn't get a really good president
until "Pat" [Paschall]) came around. "Pat" did a
helluva job. I think he overstayed his leave; he

was a man who couldn't delegate. In his heyday

when he was rezlly sharp, before he had some
problems, I would help Jim Kelly with the Alumni
Gazette)so I would get involved with "Pat" occasionaly.
%:sgﬁééé to him about scmething)and "Pat® had that
great talent for never seeming to be going in the
direction he was going. I think one of the reasons
he was so successful in state bureaucracy was
because he was a devious man--I don't msan that

in a bad sen8e¢-&hrewq)but devious. It took me

ewhile to catch onto him. He wanted to go from here
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to there, but you didn't know that when he started
because he started to go about one hundred seventy-
five degrees in the other direction, and all of  a
sudden, he is attacking you from the rear, where you're
most vulferable. In other words, that is how he
convinced you that you ought to do it his way; he
wouldn't just come out and say something. But if
he thought you were wrong, he had a way of doing
it and being very smooth about it. ¥hen he was
after something, you might know he was coming after
- it, but halfway through the conversation, you weuld
become convinced he wasn't after it. And all of a
sudden, you were giving it to him! He had a talent
for achie@ing what he wanted to achieve. This campus
we have here today is a testimonizl o that. I'm not
familiar with the details of his breakdown or
T have
anything like that because I was not here. \no first~-
hand knowledge. I suspect a part of it is that he
) He wes 1ot & qrext ad ninisbrster, He'd give & man g jeb, bot
trzed to do too much himself. , he wanted
to do it himself because he could do it better. He
probably could, but that's what breaks a man down E%I thiak Tom Graves (s
s Fastastia pan, botit's mweh too eaMy “botalk sbevt- him in.an Nstoricsd sens o
9 I remember a few of the people that I'wve run ’

[&boub whem]
intoA - I can make meaningful comments. I think you've

hUSE\;C\Q)
prcbably heard of Dr. Swem--a fantastic man. A’;\ energetie .
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little man, always bubbling over. He Waﬁqproud of everything
he was doing--and rightfully so.
Williams: Friendly to the students?
Frechette: It was a funny thing; he was always friendly to me,
and he didn't know me from a hole in the ground.
Youdsay, "Hello" to him>and he would come back with a
"Hello - g bright, cheerful man. We had some characters
around here. I remember we had a pair of Spanish professors

.,

named It ué?lde; one particularly was bald , and when
he walked, he bounced! He was everybody's joke when he
walked.ﬂI was in Jimmy Fowler's class the day he gave

his final lecture before going in the Wavy, and we all

went., I wasn't even taking history, but . _ % this
W%‘M%P\SQ—E{S&
girl I was dating A ¢ Bveryone was jammed

in Washington Hall that mornlng to hear 1t.)

s S It was the first time I had
heard him lecture-and %he‘last)as I recall. Everyone
came in there because it was his farewell performance.
They couldn'’t have gotten another human soul in that
room. When he finished his lecture there was a standing
ovation; it was really something. I didn't know him,

but it made me feel kind of chill rumning up and down
my spine because he was going off te- the wagyi“Cy"
Lambert called everybody by their first name, Of course,

I ) a.
I saw him when he was Eommanding the ship{&w the chaplins.

The proudest little man you ever saw, marching at the
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head of all these guys (They marched everywhere~-to the
dining hall and all. It was something to see "Cy* the
shortest man out there )leadinéf }ﬁ?there; I think he
loved that. . .2 Juet a short time after I ceme
back after I was discharged in February of 'l the
Army Specialized Training Unit marched away to war.

T useéh to hate them; I usedto be in Talfi*erro ,and

they would come to breakfast about ‘00 - .

in the morning singing at the top of their lungs!

We had enough of that )and when they marched away Smith
and I were not very unhappy, but a lot of girls were.
Some of those boys came back to William and Mary.

I remember Henry Billups. I talked to him a few times ~-
thét‘s all. He was a legend in his own time. o
All the years I knew him he used to ring the ¢ollege
bell)and he didn't have to do th;t. Apparently the old
alumni in those days (and theykehll dead now) knew him
because earilter than that he usalto be a waiter in the
college dining hall,and in those days he got to be
very intimate with the boys. They would come back to
see Henry) and they would embrace him; they really liked

ve
him. Of course, when I knew him he was a . :ﬁd man,
ke A
and he was beginning t& get on‘ his dotage. But he was
, el .
very precise about that‘\ He used to have a gold watch he
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carried on his belt. Theres nothing very memorsble thete,

Williams: I know you've been{”since you moved to Richmond) president
of the Richmond @lumni ¢hapter. Can that group have
a great deal of influence in Richmond in the sense of
working with the General Assembly, or is this something
that one thinks there in Richmond that they must have
influence?

Frechette: Oh, they can have a tremendous amount of influence,

Let's pob b in @exsﬁeﬁiﬁve;
Tt all depends on the situation;\l was an officer and
a president of a chapter)and we didn't do much of
anything as a chapter. As alumni we can do a lot;
we have on occasion risen up and deke’ a lot.
Generally speaking it's not through the chapter so
much as it is throug;:gzgﬁg§ing for the common cause,
We m@yigéf%he chapter meetings}bu§:£§§ time comes we
try to press the buttons we know best how .{o press.
We usel to have a big thing for the members of the HouseCEQ’EquggnﬁgZ)
but that's nQ longer done. I've never been much of a
lobbyist)but some of the men in Richmond who are
William and Mary people know and can énd do. The only thing
I ever did was I dif my damft}st to get T.” Waller on the
Board of Visitors_ recently and fortunately we got him
sut weopd

on there. It's hard for me to put a label on&?% because

we get together and talk to people; how do you define that?



Williams: It's not a lobbying group, in other words.

Frechette: No, definitely nét.

Williams: Do other Virginia schools use theiv Richmond-besed wlumnl this way

Frechette: I don't think so. You figure that half of the General
Assembly are Univers%ﬁyupj ???ginia pecpley £éﬂ;€hog3¥ﬁ]

wé;ve got some goéd William and Mary
people in the assembly. I have been asked to contact
pe0ple)but I haven't. I don't think it does much good
unless you already know a guy. I wouldn't mind talking
to Bill Murphy or Jimmy Dillard, who are both in the
house, because I know them; I know them real well. Or Jehany Datton - - even
Mills Gedwin.
A I think that's the way it works; in other words, if

we want to achieve a certain thing, the way it's done
is not to hit Delegate Joe Blow, yo;j;ay "Hey, Johnny
Smith knew Joe real well; they were in school together, o¢
practiced law together??lay golf together. Hey
Johnny, how about talking to Jod' That's the way it's
going to work. %heyienot going to listen to a stranger.
They'l1l be polite to you, but a friend can make points.
I think that's the way legislators, legislatures, and
even Congress works; I don't think they%e going to listen
to people putting pressurz on them. I think they resent

pressure; I would if I were a politician. I'm not saying

that you couldn't operate in an organized way through



L3

the Richmond group; we've got a very large group of
alumni in Richmond. I think most of us,withoubt ever
coming out and saying so, realize that the only way

to work is by working through people that know
people. Of course, we all rellied on this athletic thing
almost two years go. I think we put a tremendous ' amount
of pressure not on the board &he board didn't need iﬁ);
we put a lot of pressure on the college itself.

One thing that I'm proud: of and worked ¥ery hard to
achieve while I was on the alumni board is something I
believe in wery firmly: the college is made up of many
families. You've got an undergraduate family; you've
got a faculty family; you've got an administrative family.
But they tend not to count the alumni as part of the family,

which is a very bad mistake. I believe that we alumni should
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be considered a viable part, not only in terms of
going out and asking us for money, . We can give
a lot of input there. 6ver the last couple
of years I helped rewrite the rulesf I didn't do it
T was one of the comm tled.
m;y'seli‘)‘,l We set up a new committee organization
in which we actually have a committee meeting regularly
with the President, setting up channels of communication

with the undergraduat

qg facu%:ty, administration, and

with the Board of Visitors, which I think you've
got to do to run an institution properly. §#2 éne

thing I didn't have a chance to follcw through on

that I was trying very hard to do when I had to
Concet red Hig L
go off the boarq<aas I believe there is a tendency
a

in the teaching ox,college level to operate within
an ivory tower atmosphere, sepdrate from the real world.

And there are a helluva lot of men and women out in

whe aould
the real worldhcome back and give some input pertinent

to the various disciplines that would be helpful.
aovld a

For one thing, I think we ean show that«iibera1;Xrts

education is not to be sneezed at. You don't have

to be a specialist, = . . there are a helluva lot

and

of history, artaxEnglish majors doing things today

in business of all kinds and being very successful at
howe -

it. They can come back and say, "Look, you don't«be a

trade school graduate to make it today!. A liberal
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education is the best thing you can have for a lot of
things, particuarly if you want to go into business
for yourself. We can tell you how and we can tell you
what's good about this, because liberal drts institutions
are unfortunately beginning to be en the defensive.
Kids expect to be chemists or engineers -« all these one=~
dimensional people. . I''ve run into so many over
the years as a reporterff; public relations man, anéf:
film maker. They're so shallow! They don't know it.
All they know is their speciality. Nothing is worse
than to deal with them sometimes. They wouldntt know
literature if you threw a book at them! Their whole
training has been on some special, narrow track.
Of c¢ourse, there is so much they have to know; that's
all the time they've got to do it, so welve got to
have specialists, I suppose. It5 . a shame.

Williams: Do you see this as something that the alumni could
do now?

Frechette: I think wejéyléhelp out in that respect if the
faculty people gave us a chance; I think they're a
little jealous . I'ive got a funny atiitude asbout pegple
who tend to be faculty people, = 2. I go back

' wertb <bo schoo) ith
to the kind of gny«who became a faculty person. He
was already off by himself; he was not very competitive,
generally{’#othing is universa}l But generally speaking

the noﬁﬁcompetitors went into things like teaching and

the ministry. The competitors went into business.
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§%ﬁ@ampeﬁfdg
Well, this is too bad, because thex\tend to downplay

competition. The trend is there, and that's not the
real world; its competitive and if you can't compete,
youke in tough shape. There should be more of this. Now IT'm not “wiking wbost
Chatlie Quitbmeger sad his grovp ——they Know Whak the sacre i's,
A Liberal arts~type professors are definitely
noﬁibompetitors, except in a very cererbrs] level, Unfort-
unately that's not the level that's going to help a
kid a whole lot. All of a sudden they come out and
they fiﬁd out that they've got to get their hands dirty.
Iﬁs a big shock ig:i;;;» I think the best thing that
can happen to them is to have to work; that's why I
think work~study is so great. That kind of negates
some of th%fbad effects of this uncompetitive type
that theybdlistening to who is not in touch with
the real world. THese kids are smarter than we give
them credit for, but I think they can be much smarter
if they have to go out and work. Scme people say,
“t was terrible that you had to work your way through
school{ﬁtha%.Was the best thing that happersito me!
They ought to make every kid who is eight_een . ..
- e support himself for a year.
before he goes to college—-no help, He has to go
out and find a job and dig ditcé% or Whattéver.
That teaches him something about life. He gets his car

and €v and then is given his college educations ydu

of
know, that's not healthy. You find a;letaglproblems

that we've had are because of that very nature. Things
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have been too easy for themjand what they have is

a guilt feeling. They get so bleeding-heartish about
eve%éne that doesn't have things. They're guilty;

we shouldn't have this. The;: 2;:°to go out and
work for some of it. They soon find out that some
people dont have it because they don't have the
gnﬁﬁs*hgto work for it; all people arézgguallg
educable 13 all people aren't equally going to
work. There ars a loi of snesky people in this world;
there are all kinds)and you have to make allowances
for that. B I 'm on a.soa@Eﬁx now.

From your alumni work and having been on the alumni

board, what do you see as the greatest challenge

facing the William and Mary alumni?

Frechette: I wouldn't call it a great challenge, but there are

two things that I think the fellege needs. One is
to bring the alumni into the mainstream of the sollege.

The other thing is a little more time. You see, we
hevepst hud
A

But for all intents and purposes William and Mary

an alumni body; we're beginning to have one.

is a new school. We don't have that great, big

backlog of alumni behind us. We've got to continue

to ecrank out top-fiight kids who can build, if the
il

tax structure ~ permit it, sucecess in the monetary

sense--property, whatever. Because until we build that
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big backlog we're not going to be able to raise
the kind of money to do the things this college
needs. They think they can raise ®1%,000,000
I think they may be able to, but I think
it's not all going to come from alumni, Its going
to have to come from other sources, which is fine;
we need that)too. What we need now is time, because
you only build an alumni body over a length of time.
You think back that it wasn't until 1939 that we
got selective with our admissions. Before that
anybody could walk in here,and it shows because

Jye dF you worked in the aloma sflice yov w ould
wg\got a zilch alumni body; . know that we get

}A'“
no responge from the classes through the late

'20st and '30sg : that wers on the surface. big /m
nuebers. fne in four would graduate. A lot of people

(87000 ot 8.%,000)
are on our alumni rolls but a lot of those were here

only a semester; they‘r; lost. When you turn out
seventy-fivéj?eighty peﬁ:bent graduat33)thevsyou're
building an alumni body. These kids I went to school

with in war-work, a considerable number of them stayed
here yand they&%just now beginning to get a
little of the wealth. They are beginning to be successful.
These guys are in their fifﬁes)and it takes a little

. ve Qobo
while. We weren't graduating that many. You give this
"



thing time to build up. That's not a challenge, but
that's the way it's going to go. Alumni are, cn the
average, in the first ter-g:fifteen years out no good
because they are preoccupied with building a home,

building a family, geting ahead in their occupation.

make.

They then begin to get interested; they might pay

a nomnaiAmu;‘;rZ}y year. Then they begin to turn
back to school) and that's when we begin to get them.
There again, “’&he;:r: &got to have something to give,

and that takes time t# develgp .. So I wouldn't
call it a great, big challenge; I would just say let's
be realistic about it. We nesd more time; we'lre
getting it. The future of William and Mary is magnificent.
It is unique. There is no school anywhere that's like
it. There are a lot of schools that can say that, but
I think we have a lot-+ec be proud of here, and
as long as we are a tough school and we make kids
cry over their gra des a little bit...¥he things you
remember in life are the things that are hardest to
achieve, and kids that go through William and Mary
have a tough time getiing through)but they get through.
They are the ones that will look back with the most
pride. The only way you can build pride is to make
somebody

-~ work for something; you can't do it by ziving

it to ‘him. The marines used that for years; if you

survive basic training in marines, man, you are always



a marinef ask Jim Kelly), That's w hat pride is based on:
a common experience that wasn't easy, it was hard to
come by. That's why you will always find anybody who
went through our war-work program wquid be proud of
that. We use 4o call eacééther F.EsI wouldntt tell

you wha®t that means because i1ts an obscenity, but we
called eacéither F.ESwith pride. Anybody who knows
what that means knows we went through hell)and We were
proud of it.

Williams: This manuscript that you were telling about--when
is that to come out?

Frechette: Mr. Kelly has been promising to print it for three
years! I've offered to pay for it, but he wants the
¢ollege to pay for it, coming out of the president's
Qiécrationary Fund.

Williams: I want to thank you for taking the time this morning...

Frechette: I love to talk about William and Mary!



