EDWARD P. SIMPKINS, JR.

Ed Simpkins' connection with William and Mary goes back over
fifty years: from 1924 to 1928 he was a student at the college; after
teaching one year he worked for Dr. Swem in the library from 1929 to
1930; and from 1954 to 1962 he served on the Board of Visitors. Because
of the controversial nature of events of those years, Judge Simpkins was
careful, yet even-handed in his assessment.

The interview was taped in Judge Simpkins' office in Hanover Court-

house, and the transcript was reviewed by him as well.
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Edward P. Simpkins, Jr.

April 20, 1976 Hanover Courthouse, Virginia

Williams: Judge Simpkins, to start off today. I wanted to ask you
just a little bit about when you were a student at William
and Mary in the mid+ '20s. Why was it you chose to go to
William and Mary?

Simpkins: I don't know exactly. I had always been interested in
history in high schoo%y : I read about
the different colleges, I read more about William and Mary,
its age and being the oldest school in the state and so
forth)and I ﬁent down there and liked the place,and so I
enrolled &= that's about it. Of course, in those days
you didn't have the problem you have now(got as much as

alouvt eftrance -
you had a few years aé§h It wasn't hard for students to

get into William and Mary then because they needed students.

Williams: What kind of school did you find it to be? Could you bme¥hj
characterize it?

Simpkins: The first week I was there was the fall of '24 w(éeptember
of '24)and I was sixteen years old. I was homesick and I
didn't have any money. ghe school was small then, but

Ve
coming from a small high school, to me it seemed very large.
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I think we had -- I would say we had between four and five

hundred students. There was one girlsxdormitory)which was

el tepson Hall —-

Jeffevson Hall.

--and three or four boy's dormitories Ene work wWas new
to me and hard for me. Thetiret Yew monthsI ;asn't too happy
with the place, but as I got
to know people and got interested in the work I got so I
was crazy about it, but I wasn't at first. ~ : I think

that is normal for everybody who goes away to college.

gbﬁﬁb@lﬂij:sc.

‘ I lived in Talia-

ferro. It's not still standing is it? It was several years

ago. It wasn't called Taliaferro, but it was still standing.

It became the fine arts building?

I think so.

Then that was torn down.

Right across from Taliaferro was a hall called Ewell Hall,
bacn strvsture

which was a huge old /\‘ right across Jamestown Road from

Rissife ston., ECH],Ewell was torn down a few years after T

left, but Taliaferro stayed there~&sﬁﬂx##muLémé&ﬁiq§'until

the '50s or '60s anyway.

In the '60s, I think,

I don't want to say too much in answery ;o you just cut me

off when you think I've answered your question.

Well, you went on to become a judge. I wondered if you could



Simpkins:

evaluate the kind oqueparation you had at William and

Mary? Did you take the pre-law course at William and

Mary?

No. I had what we callea state scholarship, whereby you
(maybe

agreed )i‘ it's still in existencé}to teach in the pub-

lic schools of Virginia for two years)then in return for

that you had a reduction in tuition,mieéﬁl.tuition. b

I was interested in history. I was interested in going to

law school, but I didn't see any way I could go. So I took

a major in history)with a minor in government and a minor in

education to get my collegiate professiomwlteacher's certifi-

cate, ~ I had to teach for two years, ;o I got a job

through Dr. Hoke)wh:ﬁras the dean -~ Kremer HOk%%?— in

Danville, Virginia) George Washington High School, teaching

history, I taught one year. I had worked for Dr. Swem in

the library as a student assistant)and I also worked in the

dining hall as a waiter. I'm not a white jacket man?fbut I

wipgte me s lgttet 0d

could be.  Dr. Swem«saidygﬂi\uwufﬁt yodfbome back down
here and work for me:‘ ) s said I couldn't
go because I had to teach those two years. But somehow Dr.
Swem got Dr. Chandler, who was the president, properly I
hope, to waive that other year of teaching if I worked for
the state -- worked for the college.(jgo I went back to -
William and Mary in June of 29, I graduated in '28 and

taught school in Danville, went back in June of '29

to work for Dr. Swem -- work as ' - zssistant librarian,

Member ot the Order e White Joak et



I was scheming all the time to get to law school if I could }
Dr. Swem wanted me to go to Columbia on a scholarship to be
a librarian, but I finally worked out a way to go to law
school. So I went to law school in September of '30, v I
was at William and Mary for four years as an undergraduate
and then ?oughg for fifteen months as an assistant to Dr.
Swem in the library. before I went to Harvard Law:Schobtl.
~ ¥:;£T:f ge had a man there by the name of George Reilly
- T d;h'fwkno; if you have come across him in these inter-
views or not -- he was a leader on campus. He was two years
ahead of me. He was a good student)and he had gone to Harvard
Law School two years ahead of me)and he had worked for Dr.
Swen some)too. So I started scheming with him on how to get
to law school and I got there. It was strangé}“I guess it's
not a coincidencéX‘but another thing happened. . J+R.L,
Johnson, who is the rector of the board now, took my job as
assistant to Dr. Swem in the library in the fall of t2%and
then after two years he decided he would go to law school,
80 he came to Harvard Law School. So there were three of us
in a row who worked for Dr. Swem as his assistantyand all
three of us went to law schoéf;*g:me place —- and I think
Dr. Swem tried to make librarians out of all three of us.
I know he did J.R.L. Johnson)and I know he tried to make one
out of mé;;nd he didn't succeed. But that said tﬁg%igg i

look good either, because everybody was crazy about Dr. Swem

-- . everybody was. He was one of the finest men I've



ever known, He was a real student and a real gentleman and

he knew how to get along with young people and yet he was

)
very old and set in his ways, but he got along well with
everybody. He was working on what we call the Swem Index.

(&ou know what that is{) He was working on that when I worked
for him)and he was working on that for some years after that.
I didn't do any work on it. But he was a wonderful librarian
and a wonderful scholar.and a wonderful person. I knew him
real well even though I didn't stay down there until the time
he died. I think he lived until his ainehi es.

Williams: I think he did. Yes, I think he did.

O'Y" S eRrs
Well, this is skipping a . g numbera, but in the mid-'SOgQ
you were appointed to the Epard of‘gisitors. How did that
appointment come about?

Simpkins: Well, I wasn't recommended by the Society of the Alumni(;'fhat's
the way most of them come aboug. ~ > I wasn't particularly
interested in being on the boardv“skﬁtit' ~ 1 didn't seek

. . . Gouttieg e e .
it. Now there are such things in these "A..: of Virginia as

Commonwealths stkevney of
local politics, I had been A - this county, - Hanover,

for twelve years and I had not run again. (%his is sort of

>
background on why I think the appointment came{} Mr. Edmund
Dejonette was a member of the gpuse*of“gélegates from the
distriect in which-Hanover was ;t that tgme. I was a good
friend of Mr. Dejonettels, but local politics being what it
was and what it still is in a lot of areas, there were cer-

tain groups and factions in the county. 4 lot of people
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thought that when I didn't tun Lor commoanwedlth's atbocne o
in '48 that I was thinking about running for theigeneral
%ssembly)which I was thinking abou%ﬁ.'” I had abo;t de-
cided not to do it because I didn't particularly want to
do it, but I was having some pressures. However, about
that time Mr. Dejonette told me that Governor Stanley was
looking for somebody to go“on the. William:and :Mary board
and asked me would I 1ike to have the job)and I said, "Yes,
Edmund, I would like to have it". And Governor Stanley
appointed me. And of course, I never raﬂ%§§~the house
against Mr. Dejonette. I don't think I would have anyway,
and I don't mean to infer thet Mr. Dejonette was trying

to get me out of the way)because he probably could have
beaten me anyway. He was a good friend of migg, ?@t there
was talk around the count%gw . 1 was put on the board;and
I liked the job very much., I didn't always get along with
certain other people on the board, but I liked the job.
That wouldn't be unusual anywhere in life I suppose.

Now when you were on the board -- {fggd some people comment
to me and I would like to get your reaction —- that the
“mood 'on the board -- that's the word most commonly used --
that theamood”of the board was not good.

I think I know whatfﬁ@x*re talking about. I'm not exactly
sure when I went on the board. I don't know whether your
records show it or not. I think I went on in '54.

T have written down 15/,
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Simpkins:
Williams:

Simpkins:

I think it was '54. = = - o o *rrwcngfter Dr. Chandler
<3.A.C. Chandlef, Mr. Pomfret was president,and then Mr. Bryan.
No, Mr. Bryan was president,and then Mr. Pomfret,and then
Admiral Chandler. I went on the board approximately a year
or so, it was a very short time -~ after Admiral Chandler
became president. Shortly after I went on the board they
had -~ I don't know what to call it, it wasn't a riot -~
they had a lot of dissatisfaction ~- the students were very
dissatisfied —-

Yes, yes.

~- with what they said -~ the way the college was being run.
Yes, yes.

And Jimmie Robertson(fﬁames Robertson from Norfolé)was the
rector. John Garland Pollard, th)was on the board. Mrs.

Philip Hiden was on the board. .. from Newport News; Dr.

Hudnall Ware, J.D. Carneal -~ I don't remember exactly who
else at that timgp but I think this dissatisfaction, as

outwardly shown)had come to the attention of the board be-
fore I went on. gou asked about the mood -- the only way
I can tell you is this way. fhortly after I went on, before
I got my feet on the ground -~ if I ever got them on the
ground--and - was ina position to draw Any conelusions

on my own -~ the board appointed a committee (:Efvg.%%xfsdtem

Tthe exact \uac-&lng oF the resolob:ey\'j T've loslhed o nethiag For this

éybs“VS -- to investigate, I M . say,the situation which existed,

gt

. }he rector of the board appointed a committee

e

b]



}hd Jimmie Robertson gppointed Dr-Vka3 whid« was a friend

of mine, J.D. Carneal from Richmond (both of them were from

Richmond, you see), Mrs. Hiden from Newport News, and John

ot hancastet,

Garland Pollard, Jrath' . I don't know whether the rector

named me chairman of the committee or whether the committee
fbs ewn S madl.e

elected 2+~ -7 I was-edkeebed chairman., And I don't want to
A

say things that are unfair to anybody, but during that inves-

tigation. I got the impression (I could be more specific,

but I ought not) that most members of the board felt that

any criticism of the administration was a criticism of them

personally) f%d they didn't have a very open mind

about investigating what they had asked us to investigate.

e

Tt I'm going to say this,-- I don't know whether

D Minutes .
any other college A have reflected this or not . this com-
mittee had hearings in Williamsburg in the Wren Building = i
CWarnerl
Dr>\Mbss got to be very critical in the press(if I recali)
about his views about what the committee was doing, I got
real concerned)even though I was chairman of the committee,
about what we were doing. The president, Admiral Chandler,
was sitting with the committee. I felt that was wrong be-
cause we were in essence investigating the relationship
between the administration. and the students)and he was

) \ & '

prevailed upon not to sit with us°‘<We got around to writ-
ing a report)and we had difficulties., The report was pre-
pared by me)and I don't -~ I wish I had a copy of it. I

couldn't find a copy in my records. There's a copy in



Williamsburg somewhere -- there should be. We were not
critical in any way of Admiral Chandler, with one exception.
‘gf thought the students had gone too far in certain vays
and we said so. (} say "we" —- the report that I wrote.i)
There was one statement in the report I prepared that
referred to what we felt@&r I felt in preparing i@)was

basically a lack of communication between the administra-

tion (specifically the president) and the student body.

-~

- that went into that report and then we had a meeting

S S
-

of the five of us and we_szPb§ We might have changed it
some after that. I'm sure we went over it and changed it,
but John Garland Pollard, Jr.)and Mrs. Hiden)and I voted
to submit a report which had that one statement in it ‘that
- might have been -- I didn't feel it was critical,

I thought it was just a fact -~ still feel it was a fact.
And Dr. Ware and Mr. Carneal would not vote for that re-
port because of what they thought wa;rhnjustified eriti-
cism, I personally feel -~ felt then and feel now —-

that while they were sincere,it was because of their per-

)
sonal friendship with the Admiral. We submitted our re-

porp)and they submitted -- I think now, I'm not absolute-

ly sure about this because é%ra&&#eemes~baekwé§?some of it

comes back -~ they submitted a minority reporﬁ)I think

(i'm not sure of that but we submitted a report.to the
he, Robertsey. -

recto:c',/l \\@j At the next meeting of the board -- I for-

get how many people were on the board s the records will

or hosid
show ~~ and I don't know what the colleggafepert minutes
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show-en" “this (T never pstheted o Me@l@
jthe bosd ?

but. at the next meeting of the boarqavoted to reject the

majority report and the minority report, if there was one.

P
yhe whole board to me was very foolish. The whole

board labored hours in that room trying to write a report
about the investigation or a report of the situation.(fIt
couldn't be a report of the investigation because they
hadn't made it} fhe comnittee had made it.) that board
report was adoptedyand I did something that I've always
regretted -~ and this will be in there -~ I voted for that
revised edition\and I should have voted against it. John
Garlang:ﬁzgcgerve enough to vote against it. 4nd I remem-
ber Mr. Moss got on us pretty tight about that -- about
only one member of the board having the courage to stand
up for his convictions, . I've always regretted that I
didn't vote with John G. Pollard against that report be-
cause I felt it was -- my part should have been done. And
of course, as a result of 13511&'[',“‘3\E Admiral and I -- he didn't

/\

like me very much; I don't think
e
he does now. I can't helg\ \@f}hat's the big thing that

happened on the board, That's when I first went on the
For pacttof

board)and I was on the boarq\three térms, I think. “Fes,

.*thigi’ I finished

the unexpired term of someone and when you do that. you

)

can have two full terms. I was on the board until '63.



Williams:

11

So I had to have an unexpired term and two terms.

overors
(Erumesrstion of ); made Mr. Simpkins’appointments). That
was the highlight of my actions on the board. «Aitexmthaﬁﬁt

—JkauuLJnLJﬁm»lxwwﬁwn—w&asaidwwhatwIfthoughquasheu&dmsagﬁgg

6?7 gpx the mood of the board at that time was to support the

2 Crhst was] what
administration against the students, regardless, - I

thought was going on)and I didn't like that very much,.

T do think that Admiral Chandler did a good job in running

the school in many, many ways. He served a purpose that

pneeded to be served. He was very strict. He had come from

a military background>and that had soggﬁhing to do with it.

I think he would have been much better if he had been more

with end ote A

cooperative«$f communicat 'gkwith the students  because

right after that the riots all over the country on the

same issue really started ,you knowg, - - we never had

them at William and Mary -- except for that, I don't think

they were riots when they first broke out, buﬂ*g%?SZS right

much controversy. That was the-thing sbovt my seve  on the

board that bothered me. Of course, later on there got to

be another controversy in the state about the state schools)
which I had something to do with,

Before you get into that, let me ask you something about

an intervening time that sort of ties in. ;Iz:d people who

were on the board in the 'GOéjgay there was a great stress

dn unanimity of the board, so what you were saying sort of

bears upon that.
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Simpkins: That was the argument of the board on this issue that I’ve
talked about! "We want a report that we can be unanimous
on. And herevgvzetting a report from a committee ,
getting two views or two reports from a committee, so let's
write a report that all can be unanimous on,;nd that was
the spirit in which the older members of the board -- I
mean old in service, L wes vety new -, were working to
get this new statement, this resolution of the board which
was published as the official results of that investigation.
They didn't get unanimity because Pollard wouldn't go along
with it., But I was young)and I've regretted everyﬁay since
then that I didn't standvigiwa\b%dt we all had to be unan-
imous. We had to present one solid front. I don't be-
lieve in that.

Williamss I’ve wondered about ——e-

Simpkins: Ida't believe tntton g: college boarc-lx.if you }Q&a“de it and
everybody communicates their views and everybody agrees, it
might be wonderful, but witf®”™ - little dissension or
little other view in most organizations, things are wrong.

That's the way I feel about it. And I never did fear dif-

ferences I never did fear dissension . <& ‘hink [swyers handle

thab betber than pecple Wie atent lawgers .
i
I see it in courtrooms ever,y}day -~ lawyers fight one another

like dogs and cats, but the;t}restill friends. Well, in some
professions, they don't understand that:. ° if you are -

p)

Sgainst me, you're against me. Well, I don't opefate that way.
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But I think Jimmie Robertson and I were the only two lawyers
on the boarde Now I differed with Jimmie sometimes, but
the results were always different than our differing from
certain other members of the board. Jimmie and I were
friends before; we were friends throughout the whole con-
troversy; we're still friends. And I could say that of
the other members I differed with. I felt that we were
friends, but I felt that they put too much emphasis on the
fact that "you have to agree with me; we've got to be unan-
imous ,"and I don't follow that reasoning. That was true.
Williams: Someone on the faculty -- I don't remember who it was, it

may have beenxéome of Dr. Moss's writing for the newspaper

even -- <ad the sibustkion yov te tallhing aliovt shewed UL Q‘S&M‘& on
the Rseulby bébween

/‘those who wanted William and Mary to be a small, liberal

arts school and those who favored training in the technical

fields Did that carry over to the Board of Visitors? Did

you see a split like that dn the board in the '50s? Now I

know that the board turned down a school of education and

a school of business there in the '50s)and I wondered if

there was such a feeling.

Simpkins: I wouldn't say that I was aware of it too much if there was.
I wouldn't say that it was something that was obvious. I
mean there were differences on the board about that prob-
lem, but I didn't think it affected the actions of the
board too much) /hxhough they did dé what you said they

did.
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Why do you think they did turn down the two professional

schools? In the time between the controversy over the

students and the @olleges that seemsto have been one of

the big flaps on the board.

I don't really know -- I would be guessing . I couldn't
thak were

put my finger on the various members of the board on the

o the other, A

one sideA? I wouldn't want to sayi I would be guess-

ing totally. But I wasn't too much aware of that;maybe the

other things were overshadowing that in my mind)and I wasn't

reacting like I might have been reacting.

Did you yourself personally think that William and Mary

should go into schools of this nature? I know it's hard

for you to speak for other people. Let me ask you to spesak

for you. then.

)

You're speaking of what schools now?

Education and business in the mid-'50s)when they were pro-

posed by the Admiral,

They were proposed by Admiral Chandler and the board turned

them down.

The board turned them down in about '57.

I think —- I'm not sure on this. My attitude generally was
My memoty of

-~ I can't speak specifically onAthose particular things,

but my attitude was that William and Mary ought to become

excellent in liberal arts before trying to expand into

professional schools. And that being my attitude I probabtj
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voted against those schools, but I don't know that I

did that. I don't know exactly how it came up.>;

: t USRS
R

Boosas® fhat's still my attitude. I'm not sure that William
and Marywéhould be going into too much Ph.D. work.”.fhat's
another matterg - I think they had gotten a wonderful
standing in liberal arts by this times but they didn't
always have. =~ Ehe law school didn't become a source of
contention while I was on the board, but I can see pos-
sibilities of itshaving been a source of contention and ot s
still being a source of contention. I don't
think you can spread your money too thin.

Williams: One person who did come on the board in this period, whom
I've identified as a tes! Torce (@nd I've talked to him as
wel;L and that's Judge Hooker. I wonder . if you would
give an assessment of how great a force Judge Hooker was
on the board?

Simpkins: Well, now here again I might say too much, #ut I'm going
to say what I think)and I'm honest about it. Judge Hooker
came on the board after I did. He was not on the board
when this committee did its work about the student dis-
satisfaction. He was not on the board when that resolu-
tion was passed by the board. He came on I think "¢

el stivel
g gAshort %%me after that)and I believe he was still on
when I went off. I'm not sure of that.

Williams: Yes, he was.
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Judge Hooker is a very strong person. He has very decided
views,and he knows how to get his way. And that's compli-
mentary ;—~-tre~kmows-afg he's not underhanded and he'h nél,
eé%doesn't act in an improper way. He hits the issues head-
on,and hechits with a hard blow. Now he's also a diplomat; (&

doesn't sound like he can be both, but he is. Now vhat
specifically did you ask me about this?
I asked you how great a force he was.
He became a very strong force on the board; and—hre—became=my
<@ he had the ability to differ, as most lawyers do,
withfpeople and still get along with them if they weren#® wovid
rget dony . Judge Hooker: and I were allies on this foard

many times. We usually stood together)and we stood
against the Admiral sometimes. I was trying to think of
some incident)but th ere are a couple of incidents I don't
think I ought to tell you about) ft might look tos per-
sonal. -~ of things that occured - on the board, I .
r ewemh‘:m.& %/c\w O’ihese@\ - Judge Hooker came from Stuart,
Virginia. 7'+ -» I think his brother, Murray Hooker, --
who is dead now,had been a great power in Virginia pol-
itics for years., I think hefs dead now -- I think he
was dead when Judge Hooker came on the board. Judge
Csoste 7]

Hoocker was on th§«Corporation Commission when he went
on the William and Mary board. Judge Hooker was very
friendly to Governor Stanley, They came from the same

o\t as |
part of the country}and they had beenA%engthy friends.
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I don't think -- now this might not be strictly accurate,
but this is my feeling -- that Governor Stanley was too
well pleased with the way William and Mary was going, ..
vnder the Admiral, %hd I have a feeling he put his friend
Judge Hooker on there to keep an eye on William and Mary.
And T think Judge Hooker did a good job of it. He-diderlts
% he just had%ég'ability to move things along the way he
théaght they ought to go,and he retained the friendship

of Admiral Chandler> which I -~ well I guess I did,toy to
some extent, but I don't think he felt it very strongly.

LHoaler ‘
he still got things going on the board)and I think he

7~

Z " Governer Stanley
satisfied/\ I don't see much of Judge Hooker now, but

I'm still very fond of him)and I think he did a very good
job. He at least kept the board from being a rubbeqj?tamp
and a group thaﬁ\ua§gjust unanimously stamped everything
the administration wanted to do. If he wanted to guestion

something, he questioned it,and if he didn't agree with it,

he said so. Now some people accused him of being . rkﬂkt
tuthiless him
<~ in his methods sometimes, but I never found4§# 80,

That's about all I can tell you about that.

I stopged oo

Loenw whén you were getting ready to start a few minutes

A

ago about the period of the 8olleges of William and Mary --
oV See,

Well, later on in the '50sa\William and Mary had under its

control what was then R.P.I.[’now V.C.U;xhnd Dr. Hibbs was
Under was What

the provost. And alsqdig its controlﬂ we - " ealled  the

Norfolk branch of William and Mary, which is now 0ld Domin-
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iong - the State Council of Higher Education@hiéhﬁ I
7 lesve and secve
happened to/{lead the William and Mary ﬁoard/‘on for ten
years)-- then the State Council of Higher Education was a
new organization )and it didn't have much power. The power
it tried towield was resented very much by the colle'gess
I don't think it is now, at least not openly like it was
ﬁhen. It was felt that three major schools -- V.P.I.,
Virginia, and William and Mary -- it was felt by some that
they hed sertt o%  goreed among themselves, let us say,
that they would have spheres of influence in the state,
~that V.P.I. would take the western part of the state and
that would be its sphere of influence ee—»%he*ﬂrea:déi‘én
-Fos‘l:ct\‘mg new Twe-qesr schools apd bd‘&nd\es)
in extension woxg@ - Virginia would take the central part
of the state,and © . William and Mary would take,<evesything
from Richmond east[ ‘the eastern part of the state). Now I
could see, or I thought I could see) what was going on)and

I didn't think it was .  »ltogether right. We also had this
EWWIO'M:Z
organization called VIMS at Gloucester Point ~- got into
the actéa(ﬁil “then William and Mary changed its organization
-~ that was done by legislative action,and I think it was

)

done as part of this expressedkspheme of influence theory.
~“Po—zbolishror-change-the thancéllor s~ job-<<s the chancellor's
position at William and Mary had always been ;n honorary
situation. Colgate Darden had been chancellor; I don't

know who else exactly, but the duties of the chancellors!' office
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were changed, and the chancellor became the active head of the

&

'Villiem and Mary system we called it, or it vas called.
Admiral Chandler took that job and resigned the presidency of
William and Mary.

Williams: T assume this prior action was with his blessing.

Simpkins: Oh yes,it was with Chandler's blessing)’in fact I think -.atl

Chandler's mudging. . Chandler became chancellor and the chief

/t »

executive officer of the William and Mary system, ]Knd/\Paschall
became ]!resident of William and Mary. Well, I was still on the

board )and the way that started to work I became very much opposed

to, .- I was not the only one opposed to it.
Williams: No.
Simpkins: You have heard in some of these interviews.

Williams: Yes.

ats
Simpkins: I became very much opposed to it. We had a situation in which/\the

%\é&'\ ¥t of the William and Mary board) the chancellor was present

at all times, but the presidents of schools were called in to the

‘a\efe\!‘
board meeting when something about 4=tha4; particular school came up.

And here was the }Z{oard of William and Mary -- the historical

William and Mary‘sit%/\and that's what it was the board o.f‘} and

yet Dr. Paschall was sitting out in the hal%;mt I didn't like

it )and I said I didn't like it)and something w;;as done about it,

too. The William and Mary system was wrecked; the legislstore

d.d that, (O} covrse,trsbdidnt endest me To Phe Admiral, either ) When Mbeptls

Harrison became governor, in his inaugural address (I can't

quote it\“3 but>he made a recommendation concerning the William
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and Mary system (now I'm not going to be more specific than thatg?
the legislature agreed with it,and the chancellor's job was

abol;she@ifaith it the Admiral's jo%@‘ that happened soon

after Harrison became governor and then of course shortly there-

Z
after V.C.U. q?tﬂ\ off, and 01d Dominion became a unlver51ty of

) )

its own. Now I don't know exactly when Richard Bland .. became a

school. I'm not sure.
Williams: Well, Richard Bland and Christopher Newport were made part of

William and Mary system;;wémjwhen it was set up.
Simpkins: Well, I don't know whether it would have‘beg? in existence when
this sphere of 1nfluence idea _ o “Mﬂ~'» came up or no@,
%f may have beeqjﬂmrbﬁyuu“seemwhat“hap?enedwalsewﬂnderwthls
sghﬁré%gﬁilnfinﬁnnswtheamwwﬁnvﬂwmmﬁnéwanéml~think\1$mtunggd
mﬂgﬁig"lSJgg *ﬁxiiéﬁng tHhE =6- e“ﬂ?&mg@hgﬂ%@%u&&hgm¢e theory

2= e

shortly after Harrison became governor, there was a commission
app01nted to study the vaﬂ\e»~educatigéxéijiiiganna. LI
went off the board(“the William and Mary board%}sher%&ymafter
+%yverner~ﬁarrisenrbecamewgeverneﬁ? We had a board meeting, a
very controversial one, shortly before I went off, It in-
volved this changéi}ver from the chancellorship system and
the three presidents —- it involved that problem, and I think
that was one of the 1ast board meetings I was ever img Eyt
what I'm coming to wes shortly after I went off the board the
legislature broke up this system, not just at Virginia, but

the same thing was going on in the western part of the state.

V.P.I. was putting its little colleges around. So was the
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University of Virginia. Well, shortly after Harrison became
Was LHigher)
governor, I got appointed to the State Council ogLEducation.
I was off the William and Mary Board by Jnngjand I was on the
/étate /buncil by September. And one of the first things that
happened ., o
jﬁthe S%gté Council of Education and certain other peoplenappoint—
ed 'a commission to study the state educational system,out of
which came the report to Harrison about the establishment of
the community colleges)« out of which came the abolition of
these two year schools)with the exception of Richard Bland.
All the others were put into the system as community colleges
and taken from under the control and domination of the three
big schools. It took a little time for that transfer to take

place, and maybe all of them haven't transferred over yet.

)
Richard Bland hasn't.

Williams: No.

Simpkins: But there were others that did,‘~(§ecame community collegeéx‘~

! }f you still had théisystem of domination by a senior school

in tﬁe areas of the state you'd never have a community college
systemgebeeaxﬁﬁgghat became a big fight in the legislature>too,‘

Williams: Sure. .

Simpkins:‘9yhich schools were going into the community college system. Of
course, they kept Richard Bland out. I never have quite known
how.

Williams: I was going to ask why.

Simpkins: I think I know. Giaﬁ Smith, who is on the council nowyd I
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think he took my place when I went off in '73; T wasonfor tengyests) P

Ro gy %ﬁhmsﬁmP%w%w&&vajaMeW®n;
he was chairman of the appropriations committee in the leg-
islature and he had a lot of influence. I think his influence had
a lot to do with keeping William and Mary strings on Richard Bland.
I have some wonderful memories of William and Mar% partienlar-
ly some of the people who were there. Dr. Morton -- I took a
history major as I told you -- and I can see Dr. Morton now
standing up lecturing.&w'Knowjhe was slender and rather gaunt
looking sometimes. Everybod?ﬁiney:h%was crazy about him. T don't
think the freshman appreciated*ﬂqggn those days)you know, the
head of the department <=ught Freshmen, They den'tsngmere, bt
ﬂhey did then. I was interested in history)and I particularly
liked Dr. Morton. I took all the history I could get under him.
Then I was crazy about Dr. Swem. Colonel Lane ~-we used to call
them the“?ig gour.n(ln composition this isn't going to look good.)
Dr. J.A.é. Ciandler was president) ~ he was a = . man of real
ability, and he built William and Mary up. I wouldn't 5252222§;31°F

/ically too much, but he served a need that existed .-

- Mr. Bridges was registrar. Dr. Hoke was dean(’ ﬁ} course, we

didntt have but one dean the%%and Colonel Lane was treasurer . '
T v
we used to callfhim4%Big Four." I think that was a misnomer--

't wes the "Biq One” (end that wes 4 ,4.C- Chandlet) and
thitee s mailec "@,‘8 Ones. @cﬁ%\bhej wete real able @eoplc)
particularly Dr. Chandler. He knew how to get things done)too.
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He really knew how to get things done. " = Sf course, Dr. Motton
was a professor, not an administrator -- he w;; a good professor.,
Dr. Guy came there shortly after that. I didn't take any chemis-
try)but I knew Dr. Guy. There was a fellow in the history depart-
ment named Ecker who was a real good professor. il Miss Althea
Hunt was therejy*f I had some English courses under her and was
in some plays. She was a wonderful teacher, I thought. Then
Miss Kathleen Alsop. was Dr, Chandler's secretary. She was
=N a®ﬁ>&§b)e weman , Dr. Chandler could never
have done what he did without Miss Alsop or someone of equal
ability. Wilder Tasker was the coach ‘-C%ootball coacﬁb - he
was pretty good. We had a lot of people when I was there 1
= school -- that got to be known over the state pretty

well., Carl Andrews was a fraternity brother of mine. I don't
know whether you've interviewed him, but you're probably go-
ing to.
Not yet, but I am going to -~ yes. We've had several letters
back and forth.

Edwin Lamberﬂgwho was superintendent of schools in Norfolk
fé%r;:§§s, was a roommate of mine. John Todd)who got to be
a rather well-known dentist in the state was in school. L et
Paschall was there after I left. Hé»wasn*t“theremﬁ?.gaybe he

>

was there when I was in the library.

But I don't get back down very much now. Things have changed
so)and I've got other interests. And I stayed away -- not from

the school, I don't mean that --- but I stayed away from parti-



cipation in the college affairs while I was on the council
because people have a tendency to think that when you go on
the state council you're representing a college. Well, that's
not it at all}and it shouldn't be it. It's a different type
of job. You're looking at the whale state system,and
you shouldn't be favoring a school because you happened to have
gone there or happened to have been on its boar§9 I don't
think anybody on the council does. 1 have to say that some of
the schools amdther. . officials try to influence members of
the council usi§2f§%agbfg§g§ty to your alma mater. Well, no-
body at William and Mary ever tried that on me 4 to their
credit. It wouldn't have workede But . - . ", Dr. Paschall,
even though he was a good friend of mine and I was his support-
er and he appeared before the council many times on things that
got to be controversial in which William and Mary was involved)
‘ﬂé?never indicated in any way to me any feeling[ol] "I want
you t§ be loyal to your alma mate%f He would have been above
that, he wouldn't do a thing like than‘gut you'd be surprised
that some people from certain other scho;is tried to influence
their alumni on the council-by that argument. It usually back-
fires. But certainly no one from William and Mary ever did that.
SZD/I have the highest regard for Paschall in every way.
R on the bosrd,
Williams: When he was nom:nsted &56)'\35‘&%\(7 Yov were, Could you éike.
some of the considerations that went into making the‘decision
to make Dr. Paschall president, now that you've mentioned him?
‘the new

What did you see as his strengths as president of William and Mary?
A ,
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Simpkins: Well now,of course, he had been sitting with the William and
Mary ﬁoard as the superintendent of public instruction. Of course,
he sat with all of them{'all of the boards in the stat%. I think

dent- s how & men
that's been changed. I tmderstend ~ could do a very

A

good jobj%hﬁii. But he was, I felt, in a rather unique situation.
He was an alumnus of William and Mary, he had the support of the
alumni organization; he had been superintendent of public instruc-
tion,and he knew the educational system of the state}and he had
been sitting there with the William and Mary ﬁoard ever since he
had been superintendentcgnd I don't know how long that was —- I
think all the time T was on the board he was sitting with us)
... Re took his job very seriously;n * he came to the board meet-
ings) %nd he knew about the problems of William and Mary from
firs{jhand knowledg%&%?d then jtoo, Paschall -~ his stroéé%gbint
or one of his strong points, I thought)and I think it turned out

“ ' to be tru§x~was his ability to get along with
people. His attitude of the relationship of the administration
with the faculty -- I don't know whether it deteriorated later,
rights'w#mwﬂj;;of the faculty, so to speak, was entirely differ-
ent from the Admiral's attitude. William and Mary was a state
school)and we needed appropriations. He particularly haq:;bility
in the halls of the legislature to get things for the schools of
Virginia)and he transferred that ability to get things for

William and Mary. I'm talking about material things. You know
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that. It happened, ;gll those things are my reasons for

supporting him,... %nd I knew him personally and I admired him.

)

S

I think those were the reasons of most of the peoplehsd. .
ﬁuring J.A.C. Chandler's time the plant was built up a lot)and
z

during Paschall's time it was built up a lot; ﬁetween those

times it was built up very little. The Admiral got some build-
ings ~-L think moteq Fer the lbtany may have been SPPTPM Sted doring hstine

X thiak Yo My be. Haht~

But I don't get back down there now. 1 know Dr. Graves —- I

s')qu ;\A"/’S
just met him and know himoand I think, from what I see,doing a
A

)
good job., But the school is so different now from what it

used to be, I wouldn't dare express an opinion about what's
going on now because I'm not informed enough.

It wouldn't be fair to ask. You know, something that I still
wonder even after talking to a goodynumber of people who were
on the board at the time)and I1'11 ask it of you: it puzzles me
how the separation 6§Ndolleges could have been accomplished
over the strident objections of the majority of the Board of
Visitors at William and Mary. How do you account for it?

You mean the separation of V.C.U, ==

-~ of V.C.U. and Norfolk in 1962 that abolished the chancellor's
position as an administrative head,retwrning it to the honorary
position. How do you account for it?

with
The influence of aﬁgmi;;goéeww,\the legislature,

\Qg;
[0)]

legislature came to the conclusion,I think, that I came to: -

business

ot :
that this ;s«ﬂere« influence/\was no6 goed. And I don't think it
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Yow
was good. That's the way I feel about i"t@-bwb'«l know that
Governor Harrison recommended this result in his inaugural
address )and it went through the legislature just like that.
I think there were personalities involved. I think some of
the presidents got along better with the legislature. than
L wen 't sey mote thaa ‘that.

some o’c.hers./\ I think that some others had shown their
aggressiveness a little too much and the desire  to have
their own way a little too much and magbe thelr military backgroud a
littlé much. I think there were personalities involved) I
really do. Vot & weits Mﬁh‘b "bhv\éuak‘ St eovrse , thete was g

SphtE in the Williapm snd Moy board shout that; thatls whst thse

last cofbirovers.al me etw ng wss a,bov-(:
Bill Arthur was on the board gt that time too wasn't he?

Williams: Yes.
Simpkins: You told me in your letter that you talked to Bill Arthur.

Williams: Yes,

Simpkins: Yes, Bill was on that board,and if I remember, Bill wasn't
on it when I went on it. He was on it when the big change~-

over to: the chancellorship and from the chancellorship sad E‘(\,@s vnacle.]

3

Iy memory is that Bill and I were in agreement on these things.

Z
That's my memory —- I don't know what he says, but that's my
memory, that we felt this system was wrong )‘too. I know he

didn't think much of the president of William and Mary sitting
out in the hall} I know that.

Williams: I know that as well., You hauve so'd thet this Pt the 8@>le)ej\e5 ot sndloence

ides o rest,
AIf you were on the state council in the '60s, you saw what seemg-to

me o be the Femaneits o ©his idea with : VA'(RQ
Tb wes o be Wiilliam and Mm\«d's) then V.Us.'s; V. @,Ifs) and
Wi lliam snd MWS "HLG/V\ welt b&(\,b( “to )oe?nﬁ W' Hiam snd Meux&'s .
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acent Y
A his was a bone of contention among the three vollegas that you’ve
mentioned.
Simpkins: Very much so, very much so -- right. Of course, VARC
came into existence -- I'm just speaking from memory -- shortly
Maybe shertly betore, bt
after this chancellor: . system was broken upo/\ fshortly after,
I think, I think that the Navy ;Separtment -- it wasn't the
Navy }Separtment, it was --
Williams: NASA,
isn'*% thats
Simpkins: NASA -- that they offered this reactor, do—you*know what it was?

Williams: Yes,

Simpkins: -~ to William andMay

o

.//

¢ gﬁd certain other powers in the state in their jealousies.
didn't want William and Mary to have it alone. - g.t was
accepted by the governor on behalf of the stateﬁg tge three
schools -~ I'm not sure that's the proper explanationg gut :
when it came, it came to be jointly used and controlled/, ete., ete. 5
by the three schools - (V Pels, Virginia, and William and Mary))—-
and that resulted in the establishment of VARC, © Virginig
-- something. |
Williams: -~ Associated (Re.sea»m\!\ Q&m@w\ses .
Simpkins: Yesg ‘ghen VARC ~- Bo’o to be controversiamﬁ\é;ncil -
Will::Lams: In wh;t way?
Simpkins: Well ,ﬂcontroversialhis not the m wordg ;out the operationsof VARC | o

some phases of it,came to the council. I'm not sure -- I might

get VARC and VIMS mixed up. Thefre eatirely differedt ~ - T
mesn ‘b\'\e_,@ﬁob\eﬁ\s with “hem .
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You see, VIMS was also tri;%yl: controlled)and all of the faculty st VIMS

were listed on the faculty at Virginia, V.P.I.)and William and

Mary)and I think VARC was the séme wa %he‘ﬁarector of VARG,

who had been the ﬁirector of the State Council of Higher Educa-

tion7was controlled, directed)and employed‘by the three presi-

dents. <%peaking from memory is hard to do, because you can make

mistakeé) Eut anyway, that was changed as to VARC)and VARC

was put unde;rWilliam and Mary exclusively, I think -- wasn't

it?

Yes, it was.

But, I don't think VIMS ever has been. But there was some con-
magbe Nt

troversy -- d—guess that'sﬂthe proper word -- about each one of

these three.schools carrying the people 4%0 actually do the

research and work at Gloucester POin;>on the faculties in the

catalog in Charlottesville and William and Mary and V.P.I. .

Steadi
gertain standards and certain acereditations and so forth con-

sider faculties)and it was felt it wasn't representative of the

true situation. But VIMS is still around; still operating the

same way)as far as I know, But-yeu—eenget—a—degred by doing
<

certain work at VIMS, you can get that degree froﬁj?i%ber one

of the three schools, can't you?

Right.

I don't think that looks very good. I really think VIMS ought

to be under William and Mary. It's Tidewater -- it's close.
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Williams: But apparently VARC wes se&t up with he (des thst W llom sad Hary
wasg gjoing "t aavtyal

Simpkins: And then it got controll ed N he three and then it went back to
William and Mary.

Williams: Yes, and exactly how the other two got into it s not entirely
clear.

Simpkins: Well, it's not entirely clear to me either, really. I think

that the influence of certain alumni of the two other schools

with the state admin:istrationswhich had to in effect accept

. Schoo
this thing on behalf of thestste tor rt:.s‘s,k © cL:Saﬁzsed .+ Virgin-
and ttle
ia ,\VoPoIo to get in on it. ° I remember one -~ incident

about it, but I'm not going to talk about it, bob thet lemdsbe
my conclusion thet tat's whst hagpened .
Have you got any more questions you want to ask?

Williams: I was going to »s'ayf that you've had a long association with
the college)and 1 appreciate your taking the time -~

to sound

Simpkins: T dont Kaow hew this is geing, when you transcribe it ,and I
hope I didn't say anything that would offend anybody. I didn't
mean to, but when I read it it might seem tos strong in eertain s Gou@"\e ot
places.

Williams: I hope not. I hope not because you've been very candid ...

Simpkins: It's hard to remember the details.

Williams: It is. It is difficult --

Simpkins: These are impressions that you keep over the years.

Williams: Exactly, exactly.

Simpkins: Although there are specific incidents which I do remember and

I'm not going to tell you about because they are controversial



Williams:

31

things s:.. I donft think it would be fair because some of the
© pnSt ao:Qg o

people are dead¢) -~ and they ‘3}"?—,\ be interviewed C; i I don't

want to do that.

Well, I appreciate your even-handed judgment on this very much.



