Elizabeth Tyler Miles

Mrs., Miles is the only living child%of the late Lyon G.
Tyler, president of William and Mary from 1888 to 1919. She
now lives in Charlottesville. Although somewhat apprehensive
about being tape-recorded, she was pleased to recall her days
in the President's House. Her letters are also filed with this

transcript, as they, too, are descriptive of the era.
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Elizabeth Tyler Miles

October 15, 1975 Charlottesville, Virginia

Williams: Why would your father, Lyon G. Tyler, have taken over

Miles:

this struggling institution that hasx been closed?
Because he was so intensely interested in history.

His father attended William and Mary, and he was a
student and later professor of belles-lettres, as

well. He was just so interested in the college, buat—
he felt that it might be destroyed entirely, and he
just couldn't bear to think of that. He was in the
state legislature, and he u(:ged them to appropriate
some woney; it was only a pittance: $10,000. I don't
see how they ever opened the college on that! (Well,

they did have a little money. I dontt know where that

« came from, but at one time it had amounted to $60,000,

but after the Uarkit was only about $30,000. Now this

is what I've always heard.) So it was opened on that.
He came to William and Mary, and the President's

House was in a terrible state of repairs; The walls

had been whitewashed; they hadn't been painted or papered.



Williams:

Miles:

¥

The Msin ®eil

=y
-arg Colonel Ewell who was such a grand 0ld man %nd grand

) privataiq rves aiihy @ .
president)had come 1nﬂand rung the bell)but he'd?always
bring his hunting dogs with him,)and the dogs would sleep
in the room that he used as his library)’%é&éo when my
father arrived he said the house was just alive with i‘leas.i
But they soon got rid of #Heat b&eause he loved dogs,too,
and we always had animals of every descrlptlon ~-= two sad-
dle horses and buggy horses, a cow and a calf?niurkeys.
Right there on the pres:.dent's house grounds?

Yes, on the campus. He got a flock of turkeys) f{e said he
thought it would be much more pij.f:Ltable than peacocks, who
were just beautiful \but Surkeys-ww you could eat turkeys, too.
4 he alwa.ys kept corn in his pockets and when he walked
over to the collegue ,” the turkey would follow him. So
the students/\vhw%uld be standing or sitting on the college
steps would say, "Gobble, gobble, gobble;é'-- to his
amusement. A ghe turkeys roosted in the trees around
the buildings at nigh't, but finally they were all gone be-
cause af .Thanksglvn.ng and hristmas the students would go
%’N%Dw 1/7 A Vé:
ou’c.!\and ‘catch them by the tail and pull them out of the
trees and take them down to fh:.,-s little restaurant that was
owned by a man ~- he said he was Indian ~- Jim Galt. -Amd=
Jim Galt would cook the turkeys for the students. = Then
they had a club called the Wis@one Club) and they'd wear
the turkey wishbone on.their lapel of their coat. Wellss

50 the turkeys didn't last too long. But we had rabbits and

’d

dinﬁ wes then aslled “the Cellege. 7



Williams:

Miles:

Williams:

guinea pigs and all kinds of birds)"-‘aa@ he really was a lover

of animals.

In one of your letters to/me you spoke of theg‘e as'"the poverty
years of the college."

Well, the poverty years were when he first started there. His
salary wajﬁ:léBOO 3 the professors! salaries were $1500. Imagine
that today! Of course, we did have the house@ bes g.ittle by
little the Board of Visitors wolld have a %r&oney and

help to restore the house =~ paint it and paper it. My mother
just made it charming( | \ﬁhe was a real in’cerior decorator) 54
~and with all the lovely old furmturey«%hev came from Charloties-
v:.lle W( W/M W ﬁ«W/ ; i
Weddzy d dicﬁMe state f::.nancla.f ggpp%;é/é”t m

. UG

/_\ ...... is -—Assamb!:yn«erm ~the
( General Assembly -to-give-the-college-money.—Di e
=Y

~ as the only way to re%pen the college"

Miles:

Y’—b

Yes, no one had any money. It had been too long after the
A

War petween the States)and everyone was poor. Ohgrgoodness,
the only source of revenue would be from the stateoapﬁ" they

a],g_ready had the University of Virginia as a state college

so they were reluctant to have another state college on their
hands:{;\ ?u’a when my father Jjust pleaded for i’o:‘\the history of

it, th; great men that had been students there, had taught ’ohere;\ B

I suppose they couldn't resist, and did appropriate <4he $10,000

/ )
£ and that's what the college was opened on with theﬁSeven Wise

Tk

Men.™ 4Th Jllater on)I think -- I'm not sure of the year --



Williams:

Miles:

which—I-don+t—hknew-that-ifls still there,

L
4

but I think it was 4888.er 1895 thab the state was induced
1
to take the college over as a state college.

Your father worked for this, I assume.

hard

Oh, yes, hqgworked for. that*hardgbecause there was no way
A

of getting any money. No one had any money to give. But

when they wanted to build a 1ibrargj%he did go up north.
The Carnegie Foundation would appropriate so much//$30,ooo)

if they would raise $30,000

>so he went up in the Nbrth)and
o

-heg® some of his frlends beeame—&a%eres%edraﬁdsmhex:donated

B0 ‘E:}’\ér(a
mone%Aéné’he raised the $30,00%)&&@ that was the llbraxwz)

Is ib2 <=
=

Wil}iam%r—ikﬁﬁ—i%is—new~par%ﬂ&£4ﬁy&éanrsehee$r~4mm%¢4ukkuLJxL¢be.building%%:

Mtegy Of courng the library when he first went there was back

Williams:

Miles:

Williams:

Miles:

" the Collegefof wthe Main Building, usuallyﬁtheﬁcollege.

of the chape%Dwq—%he—ré;Z;~baek—e£—%he —chapel in the Wren —

Buildingwasthie Iibrarys I have a picture of that.
what

Everything was in’;c was called the Main Building)or I

think you reférred to it as“the College. -Ft—was—altso

We never called it the Wren Building. We, of course, knew

that the architect was Sir Christopher Wren>but it was
And everything was in there?

Everything took place in there -- except the dances. During
that early period the dances were held down at the Colonial
Ian?in,their dining room)which they would turn into a ball-

room. Then when the gymnasium was built -- I don't know how



they got the money for W the first gymnasium -- then that

would be turned into a ballroom and they would have entertain-

my Tsther
ment there. But when h‘e first went to the college/the Board
a>nd sl the 80@5’(:5

of Visitors/\a:l.ways were entertained in the gresident's house .
Williams: The advertisements for William and Mary at the time —thep
advertised it as a teacher training school. Was that his
concept of the role of the college, was, to train teachers?
Miles”:' ‘ Ies s to teach young men to be able to teach in the public
séhbolé of Virginia@xavd?‘;hey would get a discount on their
expenses while there., Also ﬁtheological students «QG,hose

who were going to be ministers)would come at a much des8 (cwet

Williams: WWM%@WMWWMS
a~teeckhers What then did Dr. Tyler think went in to making up
an educated man? Nowg this is sort of a hypothetical ques-
tion, I realize.

) .
e . —EY‘& n l) o TP
Miles: A man with &1bera.‘l. arts :

3

. mmmwul;bepa—l——arﬁ THm-not—-surey-tt-may--
CA Fatende. wasteo?
“hawe. &—laqew—-th% Dr.‘%an Crarret %asa» the professor of chemlstry)
a

i “es it T
and his laboratorsrl\over what is now called the Great HalJ()ané—ﬂ«M/zz& U

b—was—two-£leors. %7%

Wills io

SN

NM he was one of bthe sweetest men I've ever known L—D?—.—-Gaare%’@

L o et e

L-gammheﬁwes—weﬁéemiiﬁa& ~Hegarrmd%rss~¥1ehe&s~@m

the Aa g ittt ob

)5 who wWas WW@&W@MW&I
A

V4 ’&

Q‘f\t} Loviszana)




and~of-course,Cara and Suzanne and Ray and Vany—theseon+C»
<

Mrs. Garrett always had a little Bible class Sunday  after-

noon
UA
Rds o
AT © ~
the Court ﬁouse green,)and she said I always climbed in the

vs
She said she did %hat %o keep/\heyse-ki‘ out of %xoy-

> ‘Apg she would see me coming across
z

window, I never went through the door.

Williams: I asked a question about the educated man; it was during your
father's administration that women Were first admitted to the
college.

Miles: He was enthusiastic about that; he really was. -He—wesally
wmspoasibl&wm;&?m He .f.'op.ght for that amnd-I-Hhink
tha‘t“'ﬁis(the year«w%g,/ wasn't i'té, As I remembery, the first

g g

girl that matriculated frovedueatiorgwas from Newport News 3

and her name was Faith )»w&mdon~4~ivmknow~mherwlas%wnamembut
FPaith~w~ and my father said that was a good omen.
Williams: Digd he have a hard time getting the alumni and the General
Assembiy' to agree?
Miles: Oh, some of the alumni -~ one of the alumni asked to have his
name taken off of the rolls of the college@.i;aas..,
Williams: What arguments, then, did he use in favor of/making William and
Mary coeducationa]é,i d§o you know that?
Miles: He always felt that a/ Tloman should have all the privileges and
rights}thai‘}a man had/;: nﬁhat she should be as well educated as her
husbandg) as—e—marég Oh, he worked hard for that.

Williams: Would you say that he was shead of his time or were his critics

behind their time?



Miles: I think he was a little ahead of his time, wouldn't you say

507

Williams: I would think. In his relationship with students, many of the people that
I have spoken with who knew your fathe?//remember him very
fondly as being ra_ther absen‘}jrfﬁ.nded.

Miles: He was very absen?ﬂnded)whichj think they say of most college
professor%%%wembmymm he would do some
very absen:c:minded things. The students would have a number
of jokeﬁjgﬂéégis absengéinded things he did.

Williams: Can you think of some examples?
Miles: Well, let's see. I remember oneéf ﬁe was holding class( /it
&X that timei, he was teaching $ef besides being presiden'% and

it was a Wan\cm spring day and the students had spring fever,
I guessg, io‘}hen—-bhey—wem—wer—to‘ the elassroom my father
said, “Mr. Jones, will you answer the question?" And Mr.
Joneigﬁﬁéé; "Doctor, I don't think I know anything about that
question.” "Well, Mr. Brown,will you answer the question?"
"Well, Doctor, I don't know what the question is." WMy
father said, "Well, I don't know what it %s either. Class

W\"\e,y\ (/\Q

dismissed." That was one of njxﬁiokes they told on him.
And another one was/(—%ha?» $etd Henry Billups,the janitor,
one evening a'b—nrghgt when it was quite dark, "Go out to the
sun’ dial, Henry, and tell me what time it is." Henry said,
"Dr. Tyler, it's dark out there. I can't see what time it

is." "Well, light a match and you'll see P M was ~the a#Swer,

Williams: Did you know Henry Billups personally?



Miles:

Williams:

Miles:

Williams:

Miles:

Williams:

Miles:

%
Oh/{goodness, course I did. He came there when my father
A

came; he hired him?he;i%‘evas about fifteen years old to wait

on the tables over in the Ewell ]éuilding) where the dining

hall was. And I remember his old father who was working theme=—
at the college then. He really was the janitoré) amd Bis
father was old and not Well)so they had to get someo;e in
his p‘le.ce)and my father appointed Henry as the janitor to

ring the bell, which he did -- well, he was there for about S.its- Hve

He /( apparentl%was a very legendary character as well.

Oh, he was. He was a real character and a real gentleman.

When he died/,e(l went to his funéral)f AR LIRS G SO e |

think it was during the surmnezj ad?so the college was more

or less closed)and they didn't toll the bell. I wanted them
totll the college bell at his funeral.

What kind of a person was Henry Billups?

Well, he was just a fine gentleman,I would sayp ax@ he was always
agreeable; always cheerful, and would do anything th;t he
possibly could for either the students or the facul"c;;&an& /I/ahen
they'd send him to look for a student that the faculty wan’ted

to talk to, he would never find him. He just couldn't find

him:‘ “whether he cuuld or not.

He was very close to the students, I've heard.

Oh, yes. He knew all their troubles and joys. He always called
himself a Kappa Sigma and wore a Kappa Sigma pin on his ! apel .,

40 W8N
et he was W'professor of ﬁaozology"}‘\ We adways



Williams:s

Miles:

Williams:

Miles:

Williams:

Miles:

Williams:
Miles:

Williams:

Miles:

had him over to wait on the table when we had guests.

I'm not giving you a chance to refer to your notes. Maybe
I should pause there. ﬂ& m{ ,{M

I'ee gt here that you ve—-gat(_"the aspirations when he became
pres:.dent.) It was to )z?é@ ach:.rstrclass liberal arts college.

He had taﬁgh‘t at William and Mary, you were telling me at

lunch.

Just for a year. ' <
But his education was at the University of Virginia? L
Well, his higher education, yes. He, of course,studiéd §
law here and had many s’coriés about the students' pranks

<were. ot the university that I loved to listen to. §?
Was he a good story-teller? .

Oh, excellent. He would tell wonderful stories.

Of course, he is known primarily as a scholar because of +the ‘\§\§\

hig histdé}smt he wrote. Would you say that he was more
N

of a scholar, say,than a discplinarian?

Well, his main theme, of course, was hono%"aﬁé;William and

Mary was the first college to establish the honor systems=%

thaink; and that-was—just-beyond—the—pale = anything that
a W&SJU& \Oe\(jond ‘HAG m[s:

wasn't honorable A B-m;ﬁe was most friendly with the students § [
and always called them, "my boys."‘t\ L9 §
Spratiey-didait-say-—that-he-Was—-one—of-Drv-Tylepte~thoyst L™

MﬂmWMMW“&WWmWMW%PK
speaking-at-Wiitiam-and-Mary-when--he-was-governor..and.he

S

saidy-10hy-E~cowtdmrit-believe-anything o188 BEEaUsE T was™



10

sne—of-br—Iyterts—tboysTt™ 1Ve Just Lorgottem-whed-it
was--abeut-but anyow, that s~ the way he expressed it
Williams: Would students be in your home? F-imew-dudge-Spratieys
spoke—of-how-delighted-the-boys-were-that-Dr. Tyler-had. twoss
' 22;1ch~~1nveﬁ:ywdaugh~éem«%
b

Miles: ;,‘We&l-, my mother wee—teveiy-and-sire would have a group of them

over for Ssupper very often. .

——

Wﬁ@%@g@%ﬂﬂm@ﬂm&w&%w

Mless )(Om #n those days, all the entertainment was in the
Pty i )

}0 / rhouse and the students -- oh, we'd have as many as twenty

W callers over there in the evening@‘ar@g-e had to play games
and make .fudge} yJe didn't have all the things the young
people have now -~ radio and television -- we just had to
have our own amusement,which we certainly enjpyed. We-irad
Mmfwgme?"we“pl&yé’m‘“‘m‘a&é““ééﬁdy““den“ﬁ:nwhhemkids*ggg;jf@

[ ‘t}\zxt
Williams: I think you said ,\When you first moved into the president's house,

they didn't even have electricity.
Miles: No, we had 1amps@aﬁd-—}—lmew the lamps were the first things in
the morning that had to.be cleaned. I don't know what year

it was that we got electricity and a bathroom. We had no

bathroom ss@ my mother)s friepds would come ug, bws
: y js frie ; }gprf,\ badappag- > M
Tonedy= ]ﬂear Mrs./{ Hall, her dearest frierid, and Mrs: Gredd,y}\\aﬂk‘<l
allld come y#f and say, "Mrs. Tyler, me take a bath?"
/\
We would be delighted -~ there were no bathrooms in Williams-

burg at that time.
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Williams: Was the pres:.dent‘s house one of the first to get one?

Miles: Yes. %ey*d—ccmeﬂtpdbhere*ta—get—a—baﬁif(

Williams: I have heard, too, that your father was one of the first
people in Williamsburg to get a car.

Miles: He was ’i\g;%%y%ﬁ should have seen our horses.l
They were always pastured out-theme in back of the campus |
where the buildings are eight therg nowz) butthe horses
we:-e-ou%—%hez% And when they saw this automobilg,-g they
kicked up their heels and ran around in the pasture --
which was the campus 4 oh, théir day of freedom had
come, they felt. I always rode horseback. I kn)?w all

4L /2 ota.
the woods; wedd-ride through the 'WOOdS sround=tlere on

/ t i Lam)
horseback. 44 ﬁ}l a"’“//i/ e ¢ s
&}DO\T‘S

Williams: faf@ you were telling me before lunch ;-ﬂ when you would go
—deﬁn to James town@, you would go dewn in a wagon.

Miles; Yes. We called 1’0 haz'\‘rlde. We'd go on a hayride to

13+
Jamestownjto celebrate the/\frf—‘eeenﬁy of May, I think it

-Eléuf the larding, you know. Oh, goodness, that was a

big dayl We'd take the most wonderful picnic lunches: fried

chicken and deviled eggs and chocolate cake and have a
perfectly wonderful time. Filled the wagon with our friends 4%/ A
~boy-students; boys amd giriss— /g
Williams: Was that the biggest day of the year?

Miles: That was really a big day.

Williams: Maybe second to finals. - jould you say finals were even bigger?

they had

Miles: Yes, second to finals. Japanese lanterns and -Hke bunting
/\



Williams:

Miles:

Williams:

Miles:

Williams:

Miles:

Williams:

Miles:

Yor Folbhans /‘IZ
te

Ia
on the éollege;{?-ﬂ orange and Ton Tdf\als

s

You were/ describing earlier the Japanese lanterns being

strung --

All around the Campus . They'd be lighted at five—-o'cltoek 5 oo
in the afternoon when the orchestra from Washington would!

5o 70

armve)and4would play on the campus from five unt:Ll severs
arf&(they would usually sit between the presa.dent's house and
“the college ;.néz everybody in towm Wov.ld’-come up thereégfn Wux,\c.
be Just llk,eoa big festival with the lantems and the music
and all the students and the girls that had come for the
dances.

You were telling me earlier asbout the dances.

Oh, they were just wonderful. We always had a house full of
young people for the finals -- girls coming desm from R:Lchmond
and the Boothsi?;gg Carterts Grove Would always come to our
house and stay the night)’&ﬁ? we would have to sleep on a pal~
let. ’

You must have looked forward to finals every year.

I don't see how my mother ever did the housekeeping for so
many people)bu't she didéan@vie always had a wonderful cook
and a little housemaid that ielped.

I didn't get you to go into detail at lunch -sbout—you-were
wi:kfmg(about the Germans, the dances?

The Germans were given by the four fraternities: Kappa Sigma,

Kappa Alpha, Pi Kappa Alpha, and Theta Delta Chi. They would

usually start off with a march)’a% the chaperones and all the



13

young people would line up for a march around

tha—%»mo’s‘ti‘y%the gymnasium. A& j}hen we would waltz

and nolka. They were beautiful dances. They were usually

1ed4<(l ?l; Mﬁ—'%@by Jefiz Stubbs ,who was the son of Profes-
sor 9£ Thomas Jefferson Stubbs; he—was—there—=at—theccoiiege

( e was a beautiful
waltzer.
s
Williams: I think you said that the fraternie/d‘ vied with each othexé %

Miles: Oh, yes, they would vie with each other to see who could

%he—mest—beauﬁa&%ﬂ—&aﬁce% Then the last dance would be the
Ol'\‘ That &

final ball) andA‘Ba‘a’ was so sa%;;thag?ge wey, going to say good-
bye the next day, you know, and when they'd:play "Auld
‘Lang Syne)" that was very sad. We!d all cry- ~the college
would close. \

Williams: Because the next day would be commencement?

Miles: Well, the next day the college would be over, you seegéij}idwwm&@@;_

sadeThat-would-ve-the~ending ~w=the “night of “thefiral-balies
They would have delivered the degrees and medals that morning
in the chapel.

Williamss Yes, you were telling me that the degrees were granted in the
chapel. On the subject of the social life, would you say
that at the time that we're talking about )which is basically
1888 to 1919 g that the college and the towm ~- could you have

separated the two in your mind, as far as social life was con~

cerned?



h

f&;b- ov
Miles: ©No, because the townspeople always were wWit# the social life
— f\
of the college. _

A
Williams: One thing Mﬁw@% in thdSage of the Lion's Den that I
b ¥

_a(‘
fourid rather interesting\;\/fi_'sai? scmething about your father
hdesirimg to spread the temperance sentiment.)) I wondered what
was meant exactly by this. )

L

" Mileg+—I-donlbunderstand that either. Where did. you see that?

7 Williamss I think-it was-Sage.ofthe.Lionls.-Den-that-I-read.that.

Milesy-Welly  L.know-that-sometimes-wetd sall him-the-weaeemaker. "
He-would-always,..sonebimes. I would say, "You're btaking-all-
the-romanes-out..of. historys-out-of ~things-that-have-a-Lot ..
of romances!. . He.would-always- say,-"I-want-thetraths T

like- romance.and-sentiment-out T want the trith.»

Y Witdiams+-—Soy-temperances Was Aot "sone tHing Hepreachedd-—Thet ~Was- 8. ..
%
\\ idea-i-gob-from.reading ~-
>

Miles: Temperance? th»hemdrdﬂ%»prea:ehw%ha’zz; 83 00RO 1S Con-
gerned? Oh, he didn't preach b:bﬁ but the town had so many
bargboms M@W&m&? that when local option camg[/{he Wwas
for local option because of the college students. He said
that the students had the influence of»all these bar@oms that
were teere in Wil.liamsburg,tx He used oto say that some of the
0ld gentlemen that had known of the War Between the Statessbhétd
‘thes®; who did drink too mucl;{it was their only solace because

they had lost everything edse. -~ their homes, their money, many

of their sons and Ji‘zamiléa9 wgO-T P anyore -t ibEa " t60 Miteh; he

would- say; "Well; youw can't B4 Wit £00 Tuch becaise that's Hise



Williams:

Miles:

Williams:

Miles:

Williams:

Miles:

15

selacey-after—ati-helssufferdd." B4t he was certainly no
¢6@*‘Ead\(¢j z
teetotaler)bu’c he/\belleved in eerdaimlbynot drinking too much.

That's how historical miszinformation can get started. When

I read that, I assumed perhaps he was a 'teetotaiger.

Oh, nog ?hy) when the Board of Visitors came over to :have

dinner a’; our house, the first thing they would be served

would be a cigar and a little mint julep. That was the cus-

tom in those days. And I would always want the sugar left

in the glass of the ’r«m'.nt julep. No, he was no tee‘totaler)bu’c
e .

he believed 1n_a.b3:b::;@1ee~. W%« -~

If you had to identiji.y the greatest influences on his charac-

ter,the things that went into meking him the way he was} c%

what influences would you cite?

Well, as he would always say when he was writing, "I want the

truth.  No matter what it is, if I am recording history, if

it's bitter or not, I want the truth."” And he felt a great Sensw
BT e S
desd of honoro%dbhme&aﬂgenwm@%gxe;xthim was_ to

ba-homordbie,

One more thing I thaught of I wanted to sk jou was about

famous or special guests that you had at the president's

P
z

house. Can you recall?
~ ot “hem .

Well, I think I wrote you a number‘,\ I know that we entertained
President Taft -~ this was in the pres:.dent‘s hous%)u@ Presi-

dent and Mrs. Wllson Iy{y mother had known Mrs. Wilson all her

life. She was v:.s:.tn.z?j fhe Bollings )who lived in Wthev:.lle)



Willianms:

W/d){i

Miles:

M,w:.“oh a gentleman

~The.Reverend-Georgentidnar. Mas. her..consin,. Here.. ma.nm.ed B

Princey” fh\bassador Jucherand -~ oh, we entertained so many.

therey—then-wens~down.to-Memphias Plerpoint Morggf Fwem,h

These are just a few that I can remember. At éz”;
Can you remenber, maybe, special preparations or special

things that happened? Just that they came?

4 W»f.j;jﬂu’&.» v : - N7 g
father e, .
e.o/o]ia T

this—gentleman-and he would just brmg@%heasr in to dinneri my

mother wouldn't know ahead of time at all. So /’f she saw him cwvee

2id
5 and she '€~sa;y "I know I'm going to have a

guest for dlnner)so I better add something." And the only

thing that she had that she could add was a dish of scrambled’

—_— .-

eggs/kzmd——she-—a,dded-%a%?and the guest was Pierpoint Morgan ,
who was always knowm as a goume‘(tj/ym:r\lmei% but he told my

4 Z
mother, "You couldn't have had anything better—er that I like

more than scrambled eggs.”

shetd-14d6d T

Widliamsr=ifhen-sho-seu-hin-coming-dp-the-walk

M&e&m&es«%@»do«wca&?ﬁoce we had a guest..-I think it was Pro-

SBSoVER \65
fessor Hart from Harvard 4::md we had oyster sewy&ﬂc% 50 ma.ny
u
people came in that day to have dinner with us that she My Mﬂt:"\a
hastily had to get the cook to add more milk to the oysterw @V W

BOURS *Sﬂ? Dr. Hart said, "Oh, this soup is delicious, Mrsi %ﬁ \}\
Wy \W

*X



17

T;;rlexz3 giay I have some more?™ xé.ngi/)ghe said, "Certainly."
By that time there was only about one oyster left )and the
little maid leaning over my mother'ssshoulder to look

1
while she was ladling out the oyster seuf said to my mother,
W Sylory peinting |
"¥Dar he ¥ ; 'dar he Aﬂ‘)'paﬂa.-ng at the one and only oyster.
A
2

That was very embarrgssing.

Williams: You had written to me that the days you spent in the presi-

e
dent's ;zouse were very happy ones.

s

Miles: I don't remember a single day that wasn't happy -- except
when my mother was 11l once or twicey them-F-was-tmHtappy -Hes-

~eauserof-hery-not-of-anything-etse. ~We were all very hap-.:

D N oo

41 rewepmbes
pyﬂu&r@ my father would join in at Christmas. We always

had fireworks at Christmas instead of #%f the Fourth of July)
We—id-haye-thom-at-Christmys-aid he'd always come out on
the porch and help us fire off the Pireworks and the Roman
candles and celebrate Christmas with us.. ﬁang}ng; up stock~
ings, helping to fill them.

Williams: Your father enjoyed being president of the college? o

M,

e
Miles: Oh, very mich. He loved it. It was a challgnge,smé-he-just.s- N

%

Phe-eollege~resllyy-reatiy-hud o fictey-to-speak -of until

Just-recentiyy-inthe-lagbws-now Ttrs ves-Teft-a-Tot of money,
hastttete=-Weaere-s6 HAPPY that Hr. JoHH§ Teft---

Williams: Ohgywyesy-diy-Johns=defb-sone-money-to-tty-yesy-yonire -right.

When your father retiredy was it because of his health or his

ageior he just felt it was time for a new president?

s



Miles:
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: imes
No, he Jjust felt that th%(per;gﬁfhad changed and that some
younger person should be president of the collegeéyﬁéfpe
wanted to write, too. Hesspent the summers after he retired

at a little cottage we had on the James River, which my mother

naned "the Lion's Den," and in the winter they lived in Rich-

A

M&%eevwm%ﬂkge did a great deal of writing after he retired.

Williams:

Williams:

Miles:

What did he see as his greatest accomplishment§%§cwﬁﬁﬁ Cbu@ﬁtz?

PR e go f

He did so many things. The greatest
accomplishment -~ I think he should be cconsidered the second

founder of William and Mary because if it hadn't been for him,

probablyg the buildings as—the—tegislaturerhadspokemrof;—
have beey (a5 the l%ﬂs(’a’h&e, had spoken o%\—B
Woulq;ba sold4-~ swes the college wollld have been finishedﬂ~42a
‘ :

WEh his Jove & hisbery,  C
thé%:?e just coftldn't bear that«and~I—%hiﬁk~he—we&;g~eayrﬁha¢
aﬁé—%gea—~—ige added a number of buildings. Of course,
the building;_then were certainly not the large and handsome
buildings of today)but they did the best they could with the
funds they had.

Did he have friénds in the legislature that he coiild éontact?
Oh, yes. ‘Bu%’ge had a number of friends in the northgﬁghat

~ Z he was invelved w th
contributed to William and Mary. Well, of course, his William

and Mary Quarterly)which he founded and published until he re-
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tired)ae—his—cw@;and then he-retired he wrote under the

name of Tyler's Genealogical and Historical Magazine.

Williams: After he retirequhe lived for a number of years afterwardss
in which the college grew rapidly, both in students and in
buildings. How did he view this?

Miles: Well, he viewed it with great pleasure. When he retire@gQit
was Jjust around World War I,you see, and so many of the stu-
dents had left to join the armed force§§ané%he-ﬂvugh$~$ha¢
“tt-woutd-be-worrderfud—== I'm sure he looked forward to what
the college is today.

Williams; You thimk he'd approve of the college as it is today?

Miles: Oh, yes, of course,he would. ~~ o N

1ITTamsT —Dro Kimbrough made the comment wWhsn I Ifteérviewed Her THAt shets

JusFalways picture him sitting at his desk writing some his-

torical article becausese-mueh—of-i%3 so many of the old
o 7z

records were burned and that's another thing he did. He got

the legislature to appropriate a very small sum -- as much

as he could get, certainly not over $1,000 ~-- to have the

records at Yorktown and iﬁGloucester and all around in the old
%, b\'

courthuusegArigz;eqyafﬁF{ﬁ?Emny of the ladies in Williamsburg

did #t. He would get the records and bring:them to their

n
houses)and they would copy them)and he had them all 32t up to

the library in Richmondegndr%heyire~ihers§> My mother copied
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one. Of course, all the ladies were paid something for
i wrvhe- ol P50
doing &t -~ maybiifgaﬁé fifby-deldarsy but they were glad

to get that in those days. They were all written in dif-
ferent handwritings, though. Each lady would have a dif-

ferent handwriting. %%

Mes. Miles's letbers (o be Pllod with this)
Qeobain addional sSterles b e ‘n the

Fres dent's Hovse dwmg he;;@‘ﬁ\we(\s torm, /%5’2’«—/}/? ‘
/WzMéW%,)/ﬁ/f Yiits
- /735

e,

v il
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Letters

Elizabeth Tyler Miles to Emily Williams

June 27, 1975

The Wren Building, in my day, was always called "The Collegg;
though of course, we knew the main building, the President's
House and Brafferton (first school for Indians) were designed by
Sir Christopher Wren.

It was indeed "The College" -~ the chapel, library, gym-
nasium, burser's office, classrooms where the two literary
societies and faculty mé? graduating exercises held in the
chapel -- everything took place in that main building, "The
College." I think you can find my father's farewell address
(June 1919) in the library, also. He tells of accomplishments
made during the lean years while president, 1888-1919, president
emeritus, 1919-1935, until his death, February 1935. While
president emeritus he was often called upon to speak and take
part in ceremonies. When President Coolidge visited The College,
my husband was stationed at "The Navy Mine Depot," Yorktown,
Virginia (Capt. Alfred Hart Miles, U.S. Navy). My husband met
the president aboard his yacht "Mayflower!" at the docks in
Yorktown, and in full uniform regalia escorted President Coolidge
to The College in Williamsburg. My father and President Chandler
were there to greet him. It was an interesting and beautiful
ceremony, presenting the president with an honorary degree.

I thought my father looked very handsome wearing his collegiate
cap and gown -- the gold tassel on his cap swinging as he strode
into "The College." He was a tall, striking-looking man with a

merry twinkle in his eye.
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July 1975

There is so much I would like to talk to you about those
"Golden Days."

I made a list of /a/ few of the distinguished guests that
were entertained in the President's House. During that period
the Board of Visitors and guests of the college were enter-
tained there. There were usually cigars and mint juleps
before dinner. Henry Billups, the janitor, was called in to
wait on the tab1e>which he did with great eclat.

I remember well the Bishop of London's visit (1907) bring-
ing a handsome Bible as a gift from the king to Bruton Parish
Church. President Theodore Roosevelt presented the lectern on
which it rests. The Bishop of London, wearing short satin
trunks and long black stockings, stood on the steps of the Wren
Buildng and spoke to the college students, ending his speech
by saying, "Gentlemen, if you do not have a sense of humor, pray
for it. You will need it in your journey through life."

One more thing I will mention whicqhade a great impression
on me. When he{ my father) retired (1919), Dr. James Dillard
of Charlottesville was rector of the college board. He delivered
an address and presented my father with the:honorary degree of
L.L.D., also President Emeritus of William and Mary; this was in
1919. My mother and I sat in the front seat in the chapel where
the ceremonies took place.-- Dr. Dillard,standing in front of
my father who stood tall in his cap and gown, looking directly

at him said, "Lyon Gardiner Tyler, gentleman by birth and education,
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historian, author, educator, I present to you the honorary
degree of L,L.D. and declare you president emeritus of the
College of William and Mary." He also spoke of him as
"Restof%;? of paths," the "soul of service." It was a moving

occasion; my mother's and my eyes were filled with tears.

January 9, 1976
Dear Miss Williams,
You have asked me what my father's relationship was with
the faculty. I would certainly say most friendly.
The faculty presented him with a medal, 1906, studded with
a diamond. I enclose my sister-in-law's, Mrs. Harrison
Ruffies Tyler, letter describing the medal. Also, when my
father retired in 1919 the facultiy presented him with a beauti-
ful large silver pitcher, goblet, and tray. Mrs. John Tyler,
my brother John Tyler's wife, has it now, and is very proud of it.
A number éfstudents he knew well gave him a very fine
hammock to use and relax in at "The Lion's Den," his summer house
on the James River. It i$é impossible for me to mention all
of the close and friendly relationships he had with the faculty
and students. The faculty presented my brother, John Tyler,
student and professors, with a medal for his high scholarship
in mathematics,and when I was married they gave me a beautiful

)
large silver bowl.
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January 5, 1976

A few of the admonitions my father, Dr. Lyon. Gardiner
Tyler, gave to 'his students, and to me:

"Never reply to a letter without rereading it. You may
forget to answer questions, etc."

"Never write a letter or reply to one of any consequence
without sleeping on it. In the morning you may change your
mind. "

"Never cut a clipping from a newspaper without the line,
name, place, and date of paper. Otherwise, little good to any-
one, especially historians."

"Never answer the door or phone without a welcome voice."

"Be temporate or moderate in all things."

"Regardless of all else, search and want the truth."

"Honor above all."

Advice to "my boys', the students at the.College of William
and Mary.

Elizabeth Tyler Miles
Mrs. Alfred Hart Miles
J&mwySﬂ%19%
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Letter from Mrs. Miles! sister-in-law)Frances Payne Boatwright

Tyler.

The inscription on the medal -- across the top, starting
at the left is "Pres. Lyon G. Tyler, LLD." Across the bottom:
"College of William and Mé?." In the center it is like this:

Mar. 5, 1888

from
THE FACULTY

Mar. 5, 1906

On the other side inkrange enamel on gold across the top (making

i of a circle) is Gulielmi et mariae and across the bottom in

while enamel on gold is "virginia * sig. collegii." In the

center of a circle with a hole for the diamon on the top (I
had it replaced and it fell out again) is a four columned
Greek revival building with three oval windows on the side
and three windows on the front for 2 stories, total of 12 win-
dows with the date 1693.

I took the medal to Schwarthhilds)and it is made of copper
with gold plate and white and orange enamelﬁn in two sections on
the gold. When Harrison and Lyon divided their mother's Jewelry
(there was very little),Lyon took first choicé and chose a diamond
pin with 5 diamonds and 5 sapphires. Then Harrison chose this
medal. Then Lyon chose his mother's diamond ring and wedding band,
and Harrison took what was left: a cameo pin surrounded by seed

pearis.



