H. Westcott Cunningham

When he enrolled at William and Mary in the fall of 1939
Scotty Cunningham was one of the "Fabulous Freshmen® of the 1939
football team. After grsduation and service in World War II
he returned to the admissions office at William and Mary, later
becoming dean of admissions and director of scholarship aid.
In 1960 Mr. Cunningham was named director of the newly opened
Christopher Newport College, a branch of William and Mary (his
title progressed to dean, provost, and finally president).
After building it into a four-year institution he became head-
master of The Pingry School in New Jersey. During a vacation in
Virginia he taped these interviews.

Mr. Cumningham read and approved the transcript as presented

to him.
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H, Westcott Cunningham

March 19, 1675
thst

Emily: You were telling me how it wasqa boy from New Jersey
came to William and Mary.

Cunningham: I remember it very well. A William and Mary
alumnus talked to me in New Jersey. I was looking at
a number of New Jersey colleges, including that southern-
most Ivy League institution, Princet.n University, and
Cornell north of us, Lehigh, Lafayette, and several others.
This alumnus, whose name was Charles Stickle(’who had been
a great pitcher on the William and Mary baseball teaﬁy‘came
by the house one evening and asked me if I would come to
Williamsburg and take & look at William and Mary. He said
that William and Mary was bullding athletically and was
going to field a great football team "in a few years,”
which history proved it did. So I came down with Charlie
Stickle@-ans I remember driving all night to pet to Willlams-
burg and arriving in Williamsburg in April--the dogwood

was coming outi“everything was gorgeous, Somebody got me
w of the

a date with the girlfriend of thedfootball team, and I

heard all about Williamsburg and William and Mary. I

remember golng back to New Hensey because I had a baseball

game to play a couple of days later amd belng put on the

train by Rube Mclray, who was one of the assistant coaches
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and who was c¢ne of the most lowabie guys who ever blew

through Williamsburg, and being told at that point that
he wanted to see me in Williamsburg in the fallp &nd=
believe it or not, that next fall I was in Williamsburg.

= [then]

It was interesting to arrivg“because things were

regearing.a great deal, I think, at that point at William
and gociafl 4O

and Mary, hot just athletically, but academicallxﬁk The
school at that point probably had about twelve hundred
students, slmost equally divided male andé female. We all
knew one another; very gquickly we got to be pretty close
friends. The group 1 came in with, the so-called "Fabu-
lous ?reshmen," wrote some football history, not thanks
to me, but thanks to a number of people they recruited
and who did a great job for thégﬁigéﬁ%#?:ﬁ:%hletically.
The school, for example, had been used to goirg to class
at nine o'clock every morning; when football came to
Williamsburg, 1t was imperative that the football team
get out to prectice by 2:30 or 3:00, so the whole school
day was moved back an hour to 8:00. I remember several
faculty members during my freshman gear commenting on
the fact that the day had been put backjand they blamed
it on this monster football, which made some of the

football players the object of a little resentment in

dass early in the game.
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Bt }t was interesting: the whde Picture of college
was so différent then from what it is now. It was a tight
little societyjffhey used to say in those days that William
and Mary was §>séhool of poor boys andé rich girls; some
of this may have been true. If so Ll don't think any of
us were ever terribly aware of it., 1 can remember running
for president of the Breshman class that year and having
one girl show up on the ballot as a candidate for presi-
dent, and eve;gggg thought this was guite laughable. How-
adays 1 don't think they'd think 2 thing of it; they'd
expect at least one to be on the ballot for every one
male who was on the ballot. Things were friendly: we
ate in family .style in the dining room. Those of us
who were on scholarships wsre walters in the dining room,
and we always fought to get a table full of girls who
didri't eat as much as a table full of boyg:thierything
was in a tight little family style: we knew one another?
we shared each other's problems. I remember the years
leading up to Pearl Harbor as probably the last of the resl
carefree days that any college generation has ever hadf
because from that point on(ffrom the attack at Pearl
Harbor) 1 thirk that young peoplie have veen under pressure
every year, day in anc¢ day out, and have never known any-
thing but some form of pressure,whether it be social pressure.

or academnic pressuressy because” in those days I don't think



we worried that much about academic pressure, either.
We were competz%e, but I think we had things perhaps
in & little cifferent perspective than people who are
competing today.

Speaking of the Pearl Earbor situationyl can remem-

%
L TS

ber having been in the dining Poomﬁgef%{ﬁg 2 noon meal
on Sunday, December 7thfand starting across the campus
toward Monroe Hall when I heard that Pearl Harbor was
being bombed. I can remember sitting cown with a boy
who was rooming next door to me (I believe his name was
Graham)?aﬁd we were talking up in the dormitory and list-
ening to the bulletins that were coming through*tand hear-
ing a revort of the QOklahoma being sent to the bottom of
Pearl Harborjand this boy turning to me and saying, "I
thirk my two brothers are on the Oklahoma." Following
that, of course, two or three days later ,President Roose~’
velt decided to make a formal decliaraticn of war on Japan
and 1 believe Germany at the same polnt. We were again
and T remembear
in the dining Poom!mwi%h$the speech beiug piped 1invo
that huge old dining room over in Trinkle Hall, in ywhich

in Stertoran Keasevelt tenes
eloguent words were booming off the walls« I saw girks

séxxin%? crying openly in a tremendcus display of emotion.



%% Of course that set in motion a whole new ballgame at
William and Mary. ;/% wasn't long before the United
States Navy decided ;o put its chaplain's school at
William anc¢ Marygyewe 1 can remember standing in the
parking lot outsidej%ld Marshall-Wythe Hall right in
front of 01d Dominion Hall/ when the bosun's pipe
sounded and the colors were rumé up on the flagpole
in the perking lot, and Cld Dominion Hall was officially
commissioned for the chapgain's school. I remember the
chaplains tearing around the campus, many of them having
been out of college and in their mindistrlies for a number
of yearsyand several physical education specialists try-
ing to whip them into shape and running them around came
pus. At that time I was head waiter in the dining room,

and I remember making announcements every day about
events on campus. We had a p. a. system over there.
It always seemed that the butt of all the jokes was
some Catholic chagain or another who had been seen in

whe hed \eft his hst
Sorority Court or,hadé-been—seey in scme sorority house
or some such thing as that., But the chaplains were a
great experience, I think, for William and Mary.
Well, I'm getting a little bit ahead of the story
. daring

because 1 thinkqthose last carefree years we saw some

very happy tines at William and Mary. I can think of

the Christmas ydle log ceremonlesg Earticularly the one



I remember was my freshman year, when I was one of the
four people carrying the yule log, and we brought it

~ =~ mch
into the Great Hall in the Wren Buildingmé&u% the roar-
ing fire goling and everyone in costume. This was always
the occasion for a great costume ball. 'The ball was
held over at Phi Beta Kappa Hall, which is now Ewell
Hall. We went to the Great Hall to deliver the yule
logimgent through the ceremonial phase of it. Then
everyone went over td the dining roomfand we had a huge
turkey dinner over there, and then everyone wert across
the street;and we danced unai}qﬁéan Lambeﬁt and some of
the rest decided it was timgqto go back to the dormitoriesond Ge ®o hxk\
They were great evenings.

Another great part of the year was always the final
dances in June., The Sunken Garden woulé be decorated
from one end to the other, trellises were pub up, little
stalls were made?and ~groups of people would sit enclosed
ir white fencing and watch the dancers ol a platform that
had been put out in the middle of the garden--a huge piat-

form with a great plaster urn in the middle, with lights

and flowers coming out of it. Such bands as Glenn Miller asd VkMQg

, Cplag ed Iy
Hetmsn and Tony Pastor and Harry James and others« 1 remember
‘ Land 1

one year partialarly when that great humanitarianA delight=-

ful person)John Stowart Bryan)was president of the college.



I had the good fortune of Weing one of his aides. We
had Woody Herman coming for the final dances, and abouk
three weeks before the dances we found out that Woody
Herman could play for the Friday night dance , but that
he could not play for the Saturday night cance. So we
racked ourselves and looked around and finally found a
young band that was willing to come and perform for a
concert on Saturdsy afternoon and then perform at the
dance on Saturday night. The orchestra leader's name
was Tony Pastour; as you know Tony went on to become
one of America's leading bandleaders. Tony had seversl
tunes that were really his watchword, 1 rememper everykn&g

Cof %add Herman ]

-org being so unhappy about the departureqand the fact
)

tha?%hey were going to have to listen to this unknown
band* I'he concert out in front of the Wren Building
EFW%h ‘ust

i just
" just a
handful of people out there. We all lived, as you know,

~ about four o'clock on Saturday afternoon

pretty close to the Wren Building, with the dorms not
too far away, and all of a sudden we could hear this
noise out there, end I remember the Pastour band going
into something called "Paradiddle Joe," which was a great
drum number, and as the drummer waxed hotter, people
began pouring out of the dormitories, and by the time

he finished the number @I think the whole front yard

was full of people. Welljthat night we were all going

to the dance, and I remember that Pastoyr had one number



#

that we wér?all walting to hear. This was something
Lf'fds o, @ K ‘?ﬂ :¢
calleg fpees do it, trees do it" and so on--you've all
e sengo> : : o

heardfy&g~'We were quilte protective of Mr, Bryan; we
didn't think a gentleman of his stature should be
listening to "sly foxes deep in their lairs dc 1t," so
the president's aldes agreed to walt until Tony Pastcur
got gding on this number and then suddenly appear at

Mr. Bryan's side and ‘talk at him while the song was in
¢ Sube ‘3*\0&)@}1
progress. »4 ﬁ%fore very long the pand began to warm up,
and you could hear the thing was coming, so a whole
group of us went tearing up to Mr., Bryan. He said,
"Gentlemen, please stand back; I've been walting to
hear this song for a long time." Well, the gentleman
really enjoyed 1t; he had a great time .

But those were terrific days. We had a boathouse
down by the lake; we used to go downjméo canoeing down
there. There was a picnic ground down in the woods,
and the fraternities and sororities had picnics down
there guite frequently. All the different organizations--
the "13" Club, which was a club of no good r@pute;r fie
had alot of fun. The old "7" Society--I1 can mention
that a little later, probably, because I think I sat at

®I'm nob mistaken - —
the final death-rattle of the "7V Society,qalthougb it
could be golng oun today; no one ever knows, really.
They were very interesting days. Mr. Bryan was a delight-

T

ful person. I remember I used to go and have brezgkfast with



him on Sunday moruing over at the President's House. He
lived there part of the time and lived there by himself,
He had a student who lived up on the top floor and just
sort of kept anf eye on the house-- Spike Saunders, I
think his name was--and he did some part-tine work in
public relatiocrs as well as taklngzigzé}courses. Mr.
Bryen used to invite me over for brezkfast on Sunday
morningfand frequently Carl Voyles, who was then the
athletic director and football coach,would be there for
breakfast éne of ¥Mr. Bryan's great favorites, Marvin
Bass, who was capta.in of the football team later ong
Ye ol we'd have breakfast, which normally consisted of
all klnos of hot bread, yes, fried chlckegiegéuntry ham,
and this was qulte a sumptuous meal. After we finished
we'd either walk Br. Bryan down to Bruton Parish or
occasionally Kelly wowmld pull up in the great big, black,
open touring car, and we'd all pile in, and Kelly would
take us down the street , just as though we were visit-
ing dignitaries. Xelly was always in his uniform, look-
straight nhead :

lrg&nel her to #he left nor to the right.

Dr. Bryan was Just a 691ightful person. 1 remember

William ond f'\s\tg

A when he firally left ,and was replacgiby Dr. Jotn Pomfret,
whom I knew quite well because Jack Pomfret(ﬁas I knew

him later on) was Iin his first year of his presidency at

William and Mary during my last yesar at William and Maryj
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wher. I had the dubious homor of being president of the
student body for a yea%a\aa@:go many of the things he

was doing for the first tire I was dolug for the first
time--speaking at Charter Day convocations, awards arés
groups and so on--so 1 really did get to know him gquite
well durivg that first year;//éf ccurse, this was the
tire that the war had got®k wnderway (this was the
sessiocn of '42-'443), and those of us who were on campus ag?
<§hose of us males who were on campu%}ﬁcertainly were
there simply because we were already enrolled in some

one of the military programs. I was going into the

navy, roormates of mine were going into the ailr force;é‘
(;P ﬁrmy #ir}ﬁﬁrps, as 1t was called theél or into the
army itself, or other branches of the navy. Well, every-

sovt of

one was,under the gun to finish off that year and try

to preserve something of what had been William and Ma:fy.
So we got through that year.

I mentioned the "Secret 7" before. I had the

¥ be!
dubious honor, again, tv“b@anpeéédent 5f that noble

. In “@Q ?- N .
8001ety.A ye used o go out and at appropriate places

on the campus we would paint a crown and a sword with
T}lts was
a "t undermeat@g the symbol that the "7" was ever-

vigilant for wrongdoers, and we would ask people to

leave the campus 1f their behavior didn't seem to merit
ard O» N e S@e(.)

their staying. I remgber going bacl to the oorm«after

one of these painting sessions. Apparently some of the
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members of the society decided to do some more painting

after we left. They did some painting on the side of

Phi Seta Kappa Hall; they also did somethirg ou the side

of the old Morris House, which was the football housep
MOPR N

«and finding that Dean Lam-

bert's nose was about ten inches from mine, and he saild,

I remember whking up the next

"Get up; we're going to the president's office." So we
went over to Dr, Pomfret's office andé chatted at some
leng th-~1 say chatted in aidl fear and tremblimg at what
happened that day because I think 1 almost got thrown

out of Wililam and Marxj%é&%wéay? I had the temerity to
argue back, and I think only Dean Lambert's good judge-~
ment and leaven:ng force kept me and the president from
one another and kept me in William and Mary, for which

I am eternally greteful. I remember Dr, Pomfret saying,
"The '7' Society is finished; it's all over; it's going."
I remember some youthful remark of my own, such as , "You
can't kill it, no matter what you do; it'll keep on; it'll
perpetuate itself," And he said, "No, it won't." So
anyway, I:?i;’t know‘if that was the end of it or rotg

I never heard much about it after that.
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People were leaving in droves at that point. Those mho
that were having academic difficulty usually tossed in
the sponge and went off and joined the navy or joined the
army. Some of the programs--the officer candidates pro-
grams--were stepped up to provide more and more people
for the active forces. They were taking people out of
school st all kinds of odd months in the year; a whole
group would leave in April, for example, when they were
supposed to graduate in June., 1 remember commencement . s
fop—onarmort,, With Admirsl Ernest Hing, who was chief of
naval operations, coming in to speak at the commence-
ment during my junior year, just befo?e I left firnally
for the senior ycar. ZEverything had a military over-
tones; Williamsburg was just crawling with sallors with
Camp Peary open right outgonly a few miles out of town A
and with Fort HZustis right dowr the road., The whole
thing changed, and reatiy after many years ol sssocla-

a=r The was
tlon with Willlam and Maryql don't think 1 ever really
saw the college get back to the mood it was in prior to

say 1941. %Z those days a homecoming parade was a big
(Y\ W. f Wbu

belonged to the students; there W@s the clean Greeks” zrd
't;he twe TesStavitsbs

the "dirty breeks,,?ne on each side of tbe street vying

for student attention. The clothing stores were doing

the same things. 1In those days 1f 1t rained the night

before the homecoming parade we had a tunnel dready

made down at the end of the Duke of CGloucester Sﬁreeggé%

it didn't go anywhere; the road from Yorktown came into &;
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but no road came out the cther end. WNow, of course,
the parkway to Jamestown goes down there, But in those
Gays when it rained everyone stored homecoming floats
in the tunnel, and they stayed dry all night anc could
be wheeled out just before the varade on Saturday morn-
ing. A4ll of this, I'm afraid, is gone; it changed after
the war. 1 think we miss 1t I think the people who
were at William and Mary in those days knew a William
and Mary that will never exist again. I say this with
some regret, but I say 1t in full knowledge that no
college which exlisted at that time is ever golng to be
the same again;fno group of peovle, no set of standards
is ever golng to be the same. It's just a different
ballgame nowadays.

Emily: In your senior year when the chaplains came and I think

wgﬂé%%&§%értéd this war-work program with the mineg depot
down at Yorktown, did the studenbs accept these people?“d'
make them part of the campusjor were they off to them-
selves pretty much?
it o Bomdaoes,

Cunningham: 1 think tkey-were bretty much a part of the campus%é
they ate ir the dining room with us (they had their own
;ection of the dinirg room, but they ate at the same time
the rest of us did). We made their announcements of meet-
ings just as we arnounced student meetings. Alot of us
had alot of fun goling out and watching them take calisthen-

aslter the.
tics, trying to get in sbapeakaving been out eatingqpar-

son's food for several years. - B
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We also enjoyed watching them maﬁzch to the dining room
Guite
and march to class because many of them didn't4have the
. Some of us
penchant for military life tbatAﬁha&,had to develop very
gquickly later on., Of course, gamenrally they weve a
little bit older than we vere; most of them, I suspect,
’\
at that time were in their late twenties of early thirties,
and they had been out of sehool for some time. But L think
they became a good part of the institution. 1 think they
were, by anc large, a good influence, Iﬁiﬁerestingly
d

enough the man whqfk@pt us all in shape, kept us all on

] ) had been o
the straight and narrow, "Cy" Lambert, wbq{w&@ dean of
men when 1 was a: undergraduate--"Cy" found himself in

- T . ~the
the navy aud immediately found himselfl asﬁpersonnel
officer for the Navy Chaplain's School. He was the
great link between what had been and what was golng to
happen. I remember returning near the end of the war
and finding that "Cy" had stayed with the chaplain's
school s I think this weal link with the William and
Mary of the past gave the chaplein's school a trememdous
advantage in that he was able to interpret the college a
great deal to the navy and to the efficient running of
the chaplain's school, so that the chaplain's school realliy

You houe b0 renlize that

became a pretty vital part of the campus.,‘ﬁt that time
males were getting pretty scarce on campus; by June

there were very few of us left, As a matter of fact

I had siguned out in April to go to Chicago in&€ the navy
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and go to midshipman's school. It turned ouvt that I was
taking a course in spherical trigornometry, which the
ve b wert
navy thovght I ought to finishq so my orders were rescindedp
end I stayed at William and Mary until June, then went to Chicsqe to
midshipman's school in July. There were very few males
svng  vnmarred

around, so tbeﬂchaplains were very much in demand in
Sorority Court. Here were a group of young naval officers,
mostly lieutenants junior grade, and some senlor grade
lieutenants with nice bright, shiny braid on thelr eleeves,
so they were a very marketable social commocdity at that
point, 1I'd say the chaplains did fib in wery well. About
the same time the army came in with a so-called A.S.T.P.

Tt seemns e he Shst
program, which was a training program. , hat came in
pretty late in the year. I remember just a little of
that before I left William and Mary, but this again
tended to bring some balance #gto the campus in terms
of another group of males coming or. the campus.

The war-work boys were group of boys who came in and

got up early in the morn.ng and went to work at the Naval

. ‘ ond ot
Weapons Station(ﬂwhich was then the Naval Mineg Depotf, I

think at other military .nstallations, even at the ship-
vard in Newport News, anda would come back anc fortkégghey‘d
- take them in buses)and they would go to class at William
and Mary and perform these furctions in the war effort

at the same tire. Several of ttrose came back after the

war, ana a number of them actually became ﬂﬂgmly prominent
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William and Mary cltizens and dld a very good job on the
campus# they were a gresat bunch.

Bmily: When'y;u had come you had been recr%@&%d as a football
player. Many people have dated the beginning of "big-
timewgfootball”with the coming of Cmrl Voyles in '39.

At the time this wasn't seen as anything nearly as sinis-
ter as it would be in later years. Is that sight?

Cunn.ngham: Well, I suppose not. 1 rememeber alot of recruit-
ing had been done, and I think some fifty-five of us came

thetoil ot
here in some form of football posture inﬁ1939. I said
before 1 was probably the least part of that whole group
that came in, but I think that a fine football team devel-
oped out of that group, a temm which, if I'm not mistaken,
was ranked about sixth in the country in its last year in
1942, beating such teams as Navy, Dartmouth, Oklahoma,
and losing only one game to a very great North Carolina
whiah was

preflight team,ﬂcoached by the great Jim Crowley, who had
years of college coaching after his own brilliant career,Z
and who had some fourteen all-Americans on the team.

yeogh )
This, 1 think, was sort of incidental to the racqﬁ I don't
know that people looked on 1t as being sinister. I think
some of the oldtime faculty people felt that it caused
alot of disruption; 1 think they felt that the ordering

of the sahool day to accomodate these athletes was a

pretty unmlatable sort of thing; 1 think some of then
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T

were concerned about standards, but I'm not conyv}nced
that academic standards prior 'to that time were any
higher for the footbsll players who were losing foot-
ball games than they were for the group that came in
and began to win football games. I think the college
did pick up some very good naticnal publicity as a con-
sequence of having such a team. I think the board {ef Vistors]
just made up its mind fer a course of action and took
that course. Obviously it was quite eminently success-
ful under Carl Voyles, I don't know what would have
happened if we hadn't had a World War II; I don't know
what would have happened if instead of having had a
TBody

World War II we had had a severe depressicn and no, oges

A

could have taken caere of the cost of operating big-time
football teams. These: things tend to cycle in and out.
After some twenty-five years in college work and now
five years in secondary school work, l've seen this
happen in so many institutions; it cycleégn and outj%a
thé?school will bow out for awhile, then all of a
sudden it's back with a big football team. By and
large I don't think it did any irreparable harm to
William and Mary; it certainly was not the thing that
caused it to lose its accreditation for awhile in 1942.
This, of course, occured because of something that

happened at one of the branch institutions. (iater on

when I got involved in a branch instituion this came
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back to me many times, and I realized how much a branch
institution could hurt the parent instiﬁutiogj%and worked
very hard to make sure that that never bappened;> The
football fame, I think, was exciting; I think most people
in Williamsburg, I think the kids on the campus enjoyed
it., Granted, it was a pretty expensive hobb%gél think
it took the college a few years to climb over the debt
that was left by the untimely appearance of World War II,
@Mb&big
because I think, if the war hadn't come on and the econ-
A very
omy hac held, the program would've become %«viable and
smoothly operating one which probably would've netted
the revenues to make 1t run. It had some good side
effects, too, 1 think: it brought in a group of com-
petitive young men, meny of whom vent on and disting-
C‘W‘iy\,
uished themselves in combat j ‘%orld War 1I, and just
because the "group came in as a football group didn't
mean that there wasn't s tremendous shoufrtt of spillover
3: ‘H’\‘t h‘(
into the otrer sports.‘.1 William anc Mary fielded a
very fine sports program. I also remember a number of
athletes who went on to become very fine students) some
few of them went on and took advanced degrees and have
made a good reputation for themselves in the academic
world. Several of them made outstanding reputations
in the athletic world, even coaching teams in the National

Football League. There have been a number of athletic

directors out of that group at major institutions écross‘ﬁWacQuntns,
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So sure, it was hard for William and Hary to swallow

it, I remember our freshman year in the spring a

E-4

game was held between the varsity team‘bﬁwhhe year
before, which had lost to some falrly minor teams$

doping which Ye ey Preshmans beam
anc¢ the new freshman team%pre ty much wiped the varsity
team right off the field. This grcup was called the
"ﬁabulous/%&eshmen." We were taken all over the place;
we went to all the varsity games; we were marched around.
We enjoyed it. We were a group of seventeen and eighteen
year-old kiﬁssand it was a pretty exciting thing. Then
I remember we opened, I think, the next year or played
the second game maybe against North Carolina Syate,
which had a very fine team. We played at Norfolk, and
1l can remember Carl Voyles taking the whole sgmad down
to the Cavalier Hotel a day befom the game and getting
us all set for it and so on. Then North Carolina State
whiprdd our socks off the next night down there at Fore-
man Field., I remember the Richmond paper headline the
nest morning, "Fabulous Freshmen Now Sorry Sovhomores."
The night before the game it had said something about
"scintillating ség?homores," but that all changed in
one game., But really the Carl Voyles influence I think

made men out of alot of boys. He was a hard taskmaster;
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he had very little patience, particularly with someone

who wouldn't do the job, as he put it. He kept screaming,
"Do the job," =¥ up and down the field all afternoon.

I think that many of the things that he taught his ath-
letesistood them in good stead, particularly in the two
or three years after they left William and Mary, many of
them going into combat situations where they had to make
decisions, where they had to lead men, where they had to
be responsible people at an age where frequently responsi-

a
bility has not set in to that sopbisticatedqlevel. So

I thingiiﬁé whole athletic situati@n.@;;\gffgi?ly good
for Williawm snd Mary. Certainly I don't think the place
suffered academically; 1 think it became - better known.
I think perhaps more people were attracted to it in terms
of admissions simply because of the fact that more people
kne&?ﬁi was a pretty active, lively institution.

Emily: Another oqi? of your activities that you mentioned
was student government. You were in student government
both under Mr, Bryan and Mr, Pomfret. 0Lid you find, say,
that Mr. Pomfret was willing to give.the students more
or less self-government than Mr, Bryan?

Cunningham: I think that you're showing your age at this point .
where y:ou say, "Willing to give students more." I don't
thirk in those days we really defined--and believe me,

after ten years in a college presidency and five years in

a headmastership, I know exactly what you're talking about /A
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because students are constantly looking Eorlprivilege,
for acdditional responsibility)and so on.i.§;n§elt in
those days that our areas were pretty clearly definedy
and really they didn't seem to cross one another too
much. I do remember vne very interesting committee

at William and Maryg#which was called the Student
Cooperative Committee. A group of us who were stu-
dents met with a group of faculty and administratorg-<e

O,
verything was light and no heat, and we talked about

g
all kinds of things of mutual interest, things on the
campus. I remember out of that committee grew the
agitation for and then later the establishment of a
boockstore on the campus, which came right off the

main street downtown. 1t had been a commercial enter-
prise down there. An alumnus and a fraternlty brother
of mine had a veryﬁlucrative business in a bookstore
downtown. We feltlzthe Student Cooperative Committee’
shgb--or the Student-Faculty Cooperative Committee, 1
guess 1t was-~it should be up on the campus and took
steps to put it therefand it resulted in its being there
and the wigwam being arcund it[éggiéo on and doing a
gocd job;j As far as student government was concerned, £
I think that students felt, as I hope they do nows

“haks mueh
(and 1 haven't been on the Williem and Mary campus,lately)y
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I think they felt very jealous about the honor system,
which had been perpetuated at William and Mary for

A by ond large
many years; 1t was guarded pretty zealously,angﬂpeople
lived up to it. They felt that this was one of the
magic things, like the term "doctor" was at the time

u which Rerhsgs
or professor,” terms thet, have been stultified and

) ] in tecedt ggm.s@.\ L.
erotced by use, L doubt that there's maglc in the word
"doctor" anymore, unless one has saved your life recently,
I donbt that there's magic in the word "professor."™ I

think profGSSOPS/Q;Q\QSEiregardedl;g uncergraduates as

someone to argue with, perhaps somg@é% to disagree with,
hopefully not in every case. DBut student government in
those days was pretty much a matter of running student
affalrs and not college affairs. You mentioned the two
presidents, Dr. Bryan and Dr. Pomfre%g Dr. Bryan really
sort of left it up to us. He had deans who had beern in
education for many years, and they worked with us a
great deal., Cranted, 1 think I was president of the
alweys
frestmen class under Dr. Bryan, and that was,a pretty
happy situaticn because really you didn't do much of
anything; you just had an election.(ﬁbne thing we did
do when we were freshmen{fand this was something that
0 Ghose days
had never been done at William and Mar9:4 he freshmen
used to wear their duc caps up until the Richmond game.
On Boeagion

You elther wore a duc cap, or 1if you were a boy«you

could emn—eccassice substitute a bowtie for your duc cap.
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o otbsll
—If the varsityﬂteam won the Richmond game you could

take off your duc caps on Thanksgiving nighﬁ;~or your

bowties-~the girls could take off thelr duc caps. Our

group, being a somwhat headstrong group. and I'm afraid

being 1%%@ by these same "fabulous fresbmen" football
players, -wer went out and had a blg bonfire several weeks

before the Richmond geme and tossed in the duc caps andkwmeé'ﬂem¢%%b

Lwel
1mmed1ately in a torchlight procession,went over thb the

= Jweke M Bryon URT !

President's }ousqqand asked for amnesty, and he granted

it. Well, the upperclassmen were very unheppy with thls
tyrennics |

Sypannief croup ofﬂfreshmen who had gone in and done

this thing on their own.) But in any event,other than

things like that the studsent government at that point

didn't get bve® involved too much in college affairs.,

During my lost year there was so little that we did as

berz&u&g

far as the campus was concernedg people were leaving;

the war was on, people were preoccuplied by many other

thoughts. The sort of thing that we dig aﬁg I can

remember many cold. winter nights4sitting up 1n the
achher of e

church tower on thgqﬁuke of Gloucester Street spotting

airplanes. We haé¢ telephones up there, and we functioned

as a part of the civil defense, I can remember not

being relieved at four ofclock Sunday morning by the

fellow who was supposed to relieve me because he was

still asleep in his bed over in Taliferro Ball,
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But this is the sort of thing that students were
doing at that time. They were involved: I think any
student who was on campus that spring of 1943 any male
studenﬁ) was 50 overpowered by the great plethora of
uniforms in Williamsburg that he had a very queasy feel-
ing under his belt; he wasn't quite 'sure of himself, and
he was willing to get out and do anything he could for
the war effo&tf #ven though he was all set to go into
a military program perhaps a month or tfw later. No, I
don't think student government was a big funoticn.\fQQW“
”%he girls had a separate judicial council and a women's
cooperative govertment associatiog, which really tended
to regulate women's affairs on campus. They had their
own judicial wystem~-we probably ought to talk a little
bit about social rules beoauseathe modern-day advocate
of women's liberation living in this part of the cen-
tury I suspect that what we did at William and Mary in
F ]
the late&?ﬁi@%&eﬁ%and earlyfg§$£i@g§would sound like
1
something out of an old book written under the lilac
bush ir the hot éayé of August. But before 1 get back
to tpat?the women's group met every Mounday night, usu-~
u

allyﬂbefore all the sororities met on Monday night (and

I'11 tell you why everybody met on Monday night in a pﬁngbe_(
&
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All of these things were done more or less to regulate
the conduct of the gids., They were not legislative
g?oupsﬁ; but all f@?th& women had to go to the meeting,

L +the |
and 1f the dean of women or,sassistant dean of women had

A
anything that had¢ to be said, that was where 1t was
said. The reason for that--we had a custom at William
and Mary which we, as brash undergrdduates, called "sexless
Monday," which simrly meant that at William and Mary on
Monday no freshman girl could even sayge "hello" to a male
xT bejleqa
on campus; an upperclass girlﬂcould say "hello" and that
was all, o dabting, no sitting down to dinner together
or any such thing as that, even to the point that reallsm—
if you had a girl and you had anything you wanted to say
to her during the day?‘you really just passed her a note
as you came out of class, and if she didn't get caught
she reac¢ the note, If she did it was possible for her to
which s‘;mfbi\j messrtt thats
be campused for a weekaiber datIng privileges would be
taken away. There were varying gdegrees of dating privi-
leges: 1 think on nights other than Monday, with the
when

exception of Saturdays ané Sundaysj,l think ten o'clock
was the curfew tim%’ freshman girls, 1 think, could date
until seven o'clock at night., As you progressed fiom soph=-

. : begon g .
omore to junior to senior youdprogressgq toward ten o'clock.

I think finally when they put in an eleven &'clock hour

for senior girls during their final semester this was a
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é?great concession., Thirgs were markedly different in
those days in terms of the social situation.
Emily: Did you ever question why seven o'clock and ten o'clock?
Cunningham: We were pretty unhappy about 1t, but here again
the whole approach was so drastically different. I think
é@?%e some of the relaxing of the dating hours(’if you can
call 1t thaﬁ) grew out of the Student Cooperative Commitsee,
where faculty ané students and administrators sat down
together. No, students didn't question it very much in
those days. That's why it was so interesting for me later
on to see students not only questioning, but in many cases
defying and fist-waving and so on--parading, marching,
and occupying--to segjggw far all of these things had
come in a relatively short span of years. No, I think thst
the studerts by andé large didn't like it, but they accepted
it; it was the way of life, and the firebrand liberals
weren't up on the soapbox leading them on to anarchy.
1 think probably the most revoluticnary thing we did was
I Know
burning those freshman caps.,‘?hat probably makes us
sound like a group of spineless kids at that point, but
we really had no fight with the world. We weren't a
group of angry young people. Certainly for years and
years since then lL've seen a group of angry young people
at that age and younger than college freshmen and sopho-
mores. We were a pretty happé?mﬁg tock it the way 1t

was dished out. We were in a whole different frame of

mind., Of course, alot of us, too, had no real financial
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strength; many of us for that reason did what we were
told to do by coaches, by deans,cby teachers, and so
ond because our wery being in college could be threat-
ened by this sort of thing. I don't think any atmos-
phere of fear vervaded the William and Mary campus,

@M%ehs&wana
but I think those of us who were on scholarships, watched

e . :IT 'a\‘:ﬂ.K }*: 4
what we c¢id and what we Sald.q Thiee was sort of a self-
preservation instinct, if nothing else., But the world
went on: every Friday night, for example{’somathlng which

N

would be hard to believe todagdﬁthere were dances over in

You wedt \n ? _ )
the gym.,\;f you were confriunted at the door you paid a
quarter)and you took your girl in, and there was a pickup
band 4 with a number of students in it, and they played
until fen minutes to ten-- tem-of ten became quite a cru-

&
cial hour at William anc Marf@ecause the pell rang at ten
of, and 1t rang and rang and rang. Ané you knew that you
had until that ten o'clock bell to get a girlﬁ-back to
the dormitory. So wherever you were on campus you had
to take off and fly for that dormitory at that point
because the houseméthers at ten o'clock turned the
vkl the negt merming -

locks on those doors and that was it& Occasipnally
_ . ‘ kave-te
Henry Keyser, who was the night watchman?wouldﬂget a
girl into the dormitory after ten o!clocggif she got

there at thirty seconds after ten and she and her date
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were standing there trembling at the doorg the house-
mother wouldn't open the door, This sort of thing, I
think, was a sign of the times; I don't think it was
any more than that, and I don't thihﬁjﬁte students
missed a whole lot. I think they got a great deal of
pleamare out of 1life; I think many of them went on to
become pretty stable adults, despite ef all thils lack
of individual freedom as they went along.

Lin the periad ]

Bmily: When I was reading the Flat Hatﬂl kept running into
statements in the editorials about fraternity snobbery;
about fraternity control, machine politics. I wonder
if, as a fraternity member at that time, you'd comment
on that.

Cunningham: Oh, I remember thate -l remember the fraternity
situation. Yes, I'd be glad to comment on it. I think
that at thét time there were eleven fraternities , &b
eve,, on the Williem and Mary campus, and fraternities

(ﬁgzig\iziﬁgiffizjget together and put together a slate
of officers to run for student government office. At
the same time the independeunts, who were not{?raternity
people--and this didntt mean the rich kias and the poor
kids, so 1 thirk the suobbery thing didn't hold because

many of us poor kids were in fraternities. womehows or

another we found the money to join fraternities=%not that

we lived in the houses; we lived in dorms, and tlhose of
us whe were on schelatsh' ps had o live \n the deormg
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f@e couldn't live in the house%} But I think there was a
substantial bloc in eleven fraternities of the men who

were on campus. Many of those in those days who were not

in fraternities were not people who themselves had chosen

not to be in fratefnitie§;_but in many cases were people

Simpiy :

whom the fraternities haédoverlooked, had not.invited to

join., This in itself, I think, was very ué%ortunate. T ik Yot
At created a division in the student body which led to

some brickbat throwing back and forth. 1 don't know that

elections were ever controlled by one side or the other;

Pl

I think whoever had the majority voted for his candidate)

and 1f there were more fraternity people bﬁ@&;ﬁz;ndidate
might get elected?é;% if there were more indepéndents
their candidate might get elected. Basically,though, I
think there was alot of crossing of lines; I think
people voted for the‘manrwtbewmaﬁgthey had lived with

in the dorm or the girl for class office whom they had
dated or whom someone else they knew had dated., I think
what you waw was alot of journallistic excitement. I can
remember the night that I had been elected president of
the student body or maybe the next night the Flat Hat
came out?and the editor, who never was a great friend  of
mine(ﬂas a matter of fact he and 1 had had words on a
number of occasions) accused me on the front pare of the

Flat Hat of having counted some of the votes that 1 e
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received as president of the student body. I think Dean
Lambert caught me on the way to his room that nightﬁand
we walked across the campus while I was permitted to
cool down in Dean Lambert's company. And to clear the
record 1 might say that the president of the honor coun-
cil had asked me to count some votes for the honor coun-

had
cil and not anything that, to do with e class office.

A

The whole pilcture of fraternity in those days is
a difficult one to define, so difficult,in fact, that
word all over the country at that point was that shese {rsbernibies
were pretty undemocratic institutions. This even got
into the hands of the governor of Virginia, wbgf;2§&tﬁma
Colgate Darden. 1 remember Governor Darden coming to the
campus and sitting in the President's House with a

. . _ @nd the womens Shdert govery -

group of us('representatlves of the student bocy} A Merbenssqﬁ$gonk;
At that time, as you may know, the fraternities owned
theiﬁjﬁguses; the sororities' houses were owned by the
college, so there was no concern abcut the ownership
of the sorority houses, But Covernor Darden definitely--
he was a fratérnity man himselg?ifelt that fraternities
at William and¢ Mary should not own their ewr~homes, that
they were not to own the houses, Subsequently things
worked out that the William and Mary fraternities were

forced to sell those houses which they had occupied

ﬁé@)many years. #11 of us were interested when Colgate
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<>Daréen became president of the University c<f Virginia not too long
afterweed  to ses: whether or not fraternities would go from the

Charlottesville campus. As you know, they never did go.

In some ways 1 guess it was probably a good idea econom-

ically that the fraternities did sell their houses., I say

that for one reason, er two reasonsjperhaps: first of all

it bailed alot of them out of some pretty severe financial

*ﬂvab‘t:hgj wete in)
difficulbies, and secondlyﬁthe war set iu 1t would have been

£\
pretty difficult for any fraternity to have maintained
a house through those war gears because everybody was
gone, There was no resident manasger who was there;
there was nobody there who could rent the house out
during those years. Other than for huge goarding housesg

several of them would have been quite impractical for a
hw&usa

family or two families to occupy , ?hey were just too

biy for that. So really the whole fraternity thing at

that point sort of came to a halt of its own weight&ﬂi‘ﬁmﬂvéﬁht6¥ﬂew§g

The fact that Mr. Darden steppdd in and said ., fihe

houses must go, then the fact that all the males went

right after that got the whole thing fairly well bailed
\‘t i

outﬁgiﬁfter the war when we returned to the campusjfra-

ternities were for the first few years placed in dormi-

tory sections so that people in a fraternity group would

be guartered near one ancther and not spread all over the
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campus. But that got to be something of a tempest in a
teapot just before the war when the Darden Report was
mace., Here again we were arguing in all of our juvenile
enthusiasm and reminding the governor that he, too, was
a fraternity mangand he was agreeilng that yes, he was,
but that he felt that for William and Mary this was not
the way things whould operate. The college, I don't
think, really took much of a position on the thing. I
don't remember the president arguiné}gr any other official
of the college; it may have bappene@g~m&&>?ere again we
were undergraduateszand we didn't know wh£1 went on after
we had our audience with the governor. As far as we
knew the college was not making great moans over the
thing; they weren't arguing too much about it. The
thing@ just sort of came to an end at the beginning of
the war or say in the summer of l943§>§hat wWas probebiys.
when the last bulk of males really lefé the campus., It
didn't take long to get it going again after the war any-
Shy bime
more than it tOOkﬂﬁfﬁﬁ? to get 0.D.K, going again or some
of the other outfits; It took a long time to get F.H.C.
going again, but it got going. Cf course the fraternities,
I‘think, prospered in the years after the war, and others
can tell you the history of them bincngeaaas&eghey’ve

had their days in and out of popularity and in and out

of acceptadlity in many cases.
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Was
Emily: When this great tidal wave of veteransﬂﬁmﬁggready to

come back to college under the G. I. Bmf“’é%‘;’?”?ﬁ;%‘??;
did this cause in admissions?f%ou were nowkinto admissions
at Willism ang Mapy(gﬁ? -
Gunningham:;ég causeg alot of interesting changes. I think
we've gone into some of the ideas of the fact that the
the college had seen the last of its carefree "joe col-
lege"™ days, and things had settled into a wéae different
era. Right after the war, of course, the tremendous
number of veterans hit the campus. Many of theﬁﬁiﬁ%&
beewns students who had been here before the war; others
were students who were trying to come to William and
Mary for the first time. At that time William and Mary
and several other institution%zV%;?gyﬁilliam and Mary
as the operator, ran a college in Norfolk down in the
0ld navy 3t. Helena berthing area, and Colonel Fitzroyy;
who later headed up the Virginia Unlversity Center in
Richmond, headed that noble inwtitution, known as the
St. Helena extension of William and Mary. Several
colleges, public aﬁd private, were involved there;
the recordkeeping was left to us here in Willlamsburg.
Large numbers of students went through St. Helenay
then went on to cclleges all over the state of Virginia.

This obvicusly was to eccomodate the great bulge of

people who hit the area right after the war.
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ﬁq%mThe whole ball of wax changed b@r@&;&@&ﬁg?WilliRMSbng:
first of all we opened the doors to students who had
been at the college prior to the war; they were really
brought back no matter what thelr records had been prior
to World War I1. They were even later on given an option
of having their degrees reading that they were graduated
with the class with which they had startedjor they could
if they wahted tog adopt the class with which they f.nished,
Things were gquite differert: the grading system changed
at this time. ghere was always the guestion of did you
fulfill graduagion reguirements of the catalog under
which you entered or the one which was in force at the
time. The fact remains that we had this bremendous tide
of students with which we had to deal for thre;Zr four
years after the war--G.I. Bill students, who had their
own built-in set of problems. Fprequently they were
running two or three months behing with the govern-
ment on their checks; people like Vernon Nunn, who was
then running the business officég, certginly became the
great saviour of thése people because he had patience
with them, he had faith in them. I'm sure he staked
a few of them to dinners until their checks arrived.
A whole new breed of students was created out of the

old breed, and in many cases they were the same people.

I had the opportunity to see a number of people cerss
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who had been here prior to the war who really hadn't paid
much attention to anything academic;\hadn!t really shown any
-muely interest in 1earningr§g§ﬁhing;:come back after
World W, r II and become tremendous students, Phi Beta
Kappa h;s a few of them enrolled at this point. (I should
tell you one nightigg%;of us almost made Phi Beta Kappa
when Phi Beta Kappa Hall burned down on the campus of
William and Mary, but the records were preserved, so

“hat night
those of us who almost made it didn't make igd:>3ut in
any event these people who came back had a pufpose; &Sémni{amsa
they were men who had been in the service for three or
four years, who had seen the value of educational
opportunity, and who came back to gep a degree as soon
as possible., They were older; they wanted to get out
on the job market, I rememberCfgaggfifn%§wails of the
coeds who freguently on Friday and Sat;;§ay nights were
sitting over in the girls’ dorms while their male counter-
parts were over in the men's dorms sﬁudying.:hg% was
something we hadn't seen prior to World War II. These
boys knew what they wanted to d%f_phey were an older
group; they did not concern themseives wery vitally
with affairs of state on the campus. College was being

used as a vehicle to get them through to a dggree.

They were gooc citizené%*l don't memn to imply that
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their ﬁ
dthey“weregignoring what was going on was in any way a
sign that they weren't good people, They were-—tHhEg—
weng tremendous people, and they came infand they dig
a great job, they worked hard, they got their degrees,
and they went on., Many of them went ew®s to graduate
school; the G.I, Bill was paying for 1t. They hagd
leamned certain disciplines in the military, which I
think stood them in well when they came to the campus.
We found that when there were certain disciplinary
infracticns the old army anc¢ navy technigues of "it was
all right until I got cauvght, and when I got caught I'd
take my punishment" was sort of the way they responded.
Fortunately 1 wasn't involved in discipline at that
. N e e s . .
point, butﬁlt made the disciplinarian's job alot easier
in those Gays, simply because. he knewﬂwhen confronted
and couvicted shaf a student expected to have something
@ '\r
happen to him. He ¢idn't dissolve in a pail of tearsy
which many of them had done earlier in the gam@? because
‘kj’\cs wete
they were younger;ﬁmore immature,

The Weteran crush lasted for awhile. The campus
itself took .en some interesting aspects: we had a
dormitory down on Jamestown Road which bedame known

beasvee & loolked Jught 1ike & Chiclhen @ocf.

ot ' TR & 3 ;
as the "chicken COODs , bomegpy L think even painted a

rooster up on the chimney of the thing. It was all
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of prefabricated material, We hacd other dormitories &P the same Kind
out on Richmond Road where the shopping center is now--
there were several of them out therég‘as well as a group

of {1 think) twentﬁf@mall prefabricated houses up on Matoaka
Courtﬁyp off Richmond Road. I think the lasting impression
I had of these places (and 1 did live in one of the little
prefab houses for a2 year or so) was the fact that they

kept catching fire.ft%é%i? heaters that were run by ker-
osens; they were all heated by oil furnaces, but these

were sort of space'beatef~type furnaces. We kept having
fires all the time. The fire department dn Williamsburg
was kept wery busy by the prefab construction.

The students toock to this whole mode of living -
pretty easily~-there was no problem. Today we find that
many college students want the finest room in a dormi-
tory==gt that point they were really much more ihterested

©

in what they were learning in the classroom aud what they
and convert intbo a (ving
were going to be able to take outdthan they were in the
uncder
conditions jq which they were living while they were doing

it. Extracurriculer sctivities did suffer, sure, these

i

people were not interested in go.ng out for some club or
dinging or playing ir a band or something of that sort.

We had an unusual situation because at that point in time
many of the boys who were finishing high schoold were ful-
filling some kind of military obligation. So we had

sort of a lopsided student body, by and large)witb older
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malei/than females. The females were coming tight from
higégchool into college, but the boys it many cases were
not==-or gt least the older boys outnumbered the younger
ones pretty dramatically. So this sort of knocked the
schicol's social life for awhile. Of course, another
thingéwe had a large number -of veterans who came back
who were marriedcpa@é~%hey—eameﬂ%ae%%:ﬁﬁ§§l can still
remember velerans 1in those early homecoming parades
wheeling twirs right down the middle &f the Duke of
Glaucester Street, being a part of the parade. So
the place took on a whole different atmosphere for
several years after the war.

I think along about 1949, perhaps, things began
to look as they once had., The general age :character
of the student body began to resume its prewar posture.
Most of the people coming on to the college were people who weie
finishing _high school. We hac gotbtekx over the big
crushg}ge had got#Bx to the point in admissions that
we were not admitting very many transfers. The real
influx of transfers that we were getting at that time
was a group that was being shown preference, really,
coming from the old lNorfolk divisicn of William and
Mery anc R.7.I. in Richmond, which at that time was
also a two-year division. This is where we were

getting our students-~the whole thing changed.



By the same token numbers of eligible students
began to drop off. The birth rate figures were catching

4F
up; we were far ahead of ‘any impact from World WaPFI

ot and the baby boom of that time. So really we gﬁgzgzgggdcmmsgwﬁ$um&¢§
we wete going from a market in which we were just sort of pro-
cessing a few out of manygggélications to a situation
in which we sort of had to take to the road and go out
and do a selling job for the college because other colleges
were éoini&t. Many colleges were overbuilt because they
had done alot of very hasty bullding after the war to try
to keep up with the tide, and they had facilities ¢he¥ whoh reeded
etz to be kept up and needed to be supported. Really
they didn't have the %Epdents to support themjand they
weren't getting the t%ﬁ}ﬂons to accomodate this., We
were having soumething of an economic recession, and
many of the people who were not eligible for G.I.
benefiis were finding it difficult to come %to college.
The scholarship plcture began to come into play again.
At t:is point I think admissions, which really

prior to World Warrll had been sort of an adjunct to
the office of the dean, -sdmissiong began to emerge

a real
as{part of the entire college picture. I think colleges

all over the country beg=n to find people who they

thought could represent the institution, named them as
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a
directors and deens of admissions, gdve them their own

offices with the professional stature of faculty rank,
as well as a title of "dean" or "director," and charged
them with not only standards ¢gfirthe institution in terms
of admission (what students were admitted and which
weren't), but also with the real obligation of going out
and finding students. There was alot of recuiting that
had to be done. I remewber as early as 1946 when you
could see this comihg, once you knew the tide of the
veterans was going to be over. I can remember going out
« . pregeam
on' the road and going to the first college daxﬂ so-called.
These came on as a rather nefarious, overpowering exper-
ience for most admissions people as the years weht by.
I think they served a function in many ways; the high
schools had¢ not heard of college counselling at that
 (in mos® instances Yy . ‘
p01n§/%and the one day that fifteen admissions counsel-
lors hit the campus was the one day of counselling that
the senior class in that high school had. O0f course,
ryou ha¢ to remember that most of the admissiouns people
were new tgiga {géfins, too. We were a group of World
War 11 types who came back to the instititions and
wound up in admissions. There was alot of recruiting
that had to be done wt that tim%AQparticularly on toward
49, '50, '515ﬁkae really found¢ the numbers were flagging,

that we had to fill spaces, but at the same time we would a&&
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sacrifice the guality that the institution itself knew.
The admissions people began being caught on the horns
of a or various dilemmas, and we tried very hard to
bring professionalism into a field that had sort of

‘ by 9u£\§f%a |
grown up out of chaos. I th~nk4they did a pretty good
job all over the country. At William and Mary we were
doing the same thing: we were trying on one hand to
provide servides to the secondary schools by sending
people cut who knew the coilege, who could talk about
it, who coulé talk about its programs, about its finan-
cial aid potential--whether it be through some kind of
scholarship grant-in-aid or some type of employment.
Of course, in Williamsburg we were very fortunate with
Bolonial Williamsburg in being able to provide alot of
employment that many college towns could not. So the
whole admissions syndrome began to evolve, but first
I think it grew out of the business of recrultinggs

Pig bt
A&gcauﬁgayhat we diéigfter World ®ar 1I I don't think

A <
we cculd call - .= ' ~.gdmissions; I think we were
sort of like an admitting office in a hospitalQ) if
they showed upjand they had the credentials fromfpre«
World War II we brought them on injand some few others

were admitted, and of course a class of girls was

admitted each year.
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Really up until '49 thirgs were in a fairly chaotic state.
From that point on admissions began to settle down into

e series of cycles which went from hard times to exteemely
good times, wher the selectionﬁiratio got unbelievable and
back to hard times in many cases. Up until 1951, when I
left the college for two years on a navy callback, things
were fairly tight in admissions, ané by tight I mean the
selection was pretty good. William and Mary was receiving
many more applications than it could possibly accomodate;
therefore we were getting a good selection of students.
Obviously I think this is the sort of thing that perpetu-
ates tre strength of a college, keeps tne faculty hapry

in thet they do hsve c&%ﬁilengeﬁ%in the classroom, and
certainly makes everyone else's life easie%fﬁgou don't
have to spend alif§0%§ time recruiting}fﬁOf c;urse, I

left in 'Sljngas gonéii;o years, but I do remember one
real heartbresking ex%érience that happened just about

the time 1 was leaving. 1 remember that we admitted a

he.

boy--1 think{iﬁ«wasiggkewhere up in New Jersey--and when

we reviewed his applicaticn, <G—sirtmg 1t showed ~three

ané a half years workg# up through February of his senior

year, and as I remember the story and the application,

the boy, 1 think, ranked 39th in a class of 110( some-
“thets we ao”ﬁ

thirg of: that sor%)thaiﬂwe~ge§ron the transcript4showing

The
three and a half years work. ¢rades didn't lookteo bad,

so the boy was admitted. (i remember getting my callback
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from the navy the first of May,gto repprt the first of July,
so I was going to be at William and Mar: for awhilqé)aa@g

slweys . .
yeAsent out a final transcript form on which the school

;ntered the boy's final grades and final class rank and

sent it back to us. Well, I remember early in June getting
that particular voy's form . back and seeing that instead

of a rank of 39th, it was a rank of 93rd in the same class, apd
jfhe grades were rather precipitously lower than those that

we hac examined in February and March., 1 think the prin-

cipal said somethimg about not being too surq?ggeﬁ% wWe

had admitted the boy. Well, letters went back and forth,

and in the meantime I had gone bac%ﬁgé%evnaval duty and

read most of this in the Washirgton Post.

It turned out that the original transcript had been tam-
pered with in the athletic office. This led to all kinds
of problems at William and Mary,which resulted in the
departure of an athletic director, several co%é;hes, and
even the president of the institution.

Emily: When you were talking about recruitmenti;ere you talking
about recruitment of male students?

Cunningham: I was talking primarily of recruitment of male stu-

dents. 1 think the interesting syndrome of admlssions to
'40s

a coeducational institution&iduring the late /‘*and perhaps
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during bthe '50s was the fasct that always you found your-
=3
self operating ond%ﬁg duality of mumbers of applications.

This held true at William anc Mary. We received large,
large numbers of applications from out-of-statggwﬁgL%héﬁkﬁ
for alot of reasons: at that poin@;gl think women and
their families were looking for coeduoeation perhaps more
than young men and their families. Our proximity to
Wakhington and thst metropolitan area made William and

Mary a most attractive place for the daughters of mil-
itery people, state department people, and so on. We

got irto some irteresting political arg%é%ents in which
people like Harry Truman and Richard ﬁix;n figured on
occasion. I think that William and Mary was a tremen-
dously attractive spot for girls at that poirt. The

ratio of males %o femalé;%&@b 1 guess, 5§ﬁpercent} male

at that point;ﬁwas a good one; it had appeal. The town
itself had appeal. The way the college was run, the
social structure of it4was Wery appealing. I don't

meadf to say we didn't have enough applications from men,
but we did have to go out and do some recruitingé of men.
I‘:?géég%eg?talking with people 1like Dick Fletcher, who
ran the admissions shop at the University of Virgimiafm»a.numhwe£g@w;)
and Paul Farrier, who dld the same at V.P.l.g the three of us

would sit in a hotel room and talk about the "good Virginia man."
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This wess the Virginia each of us wanted and each of us

would pursue avidly with scholarship funds, with all
kinds of enticements to come to our own campus. It was
open cowpetition; there just wer#n@t that many to go
gt ek Simec.
around& Pretty soon we began attracting more and more
out-of-state men, which put the whole thing in a ®ery
interesting #ind of position--and when I say the whole
thing I mean the whole admissions picture. We really
were, for a number of years, overating on four differ-
ent admissions standards, or at least there were four
different sets of criteris, whﬁyb out us int2“; muddle
. N , oFcouse
nost of the time. In addition to thosgmwe had such
things as alumni childern, double alumni children, and
a few things of that sort. But the four zones were
basically thewme: we were adwibting Virginia women; we
were acmitting out-of-state women; we were admitting
Virginia men; and we were admitting out-of-state men.
Zach of those categories in itself is a story, but
basically what it meant was simply this: we would get
probably fifteen to twenty applications from out-of-

state women for efery single one,we could accomodate.

A
We might get three or four Virginia women's applications
for every one that we planned to accomodate., 4s-far.

-as outwof=state-men—were—corncorneawe-mnlght-get-thres—or-Lour.
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were
As far as out-of-state men was concerned, we might get three or four

st
out- of -state men for every one,we could admit,and we might get two

A
Virginia men for every one we could admit. T think you can see that
this is going to breed some real problems if you're going to get balance
into the student body in a tax-supported institution where you do have
an obligation to the ta%:payers of the state. So this led into some
very interesting admission days. But I can say thiq@ ;#h a}l the years
that I saw the William and Mary admission programs WOrk;:%aérI can
remember a high school principal introducing me one night, talking

about William and Mary'admissions when he said,ﬁI have never knowm
William and Mary to breech its integrity in admissions. This was one

of the nicest things I ever heard somebody say because this went back to
well before I had anything to do with admissions,and I hope it continued
as long as I did have something to do with admissions because really we
never consciously breeched our situation. We never crogééwires, as

we used to call it in admissions?when you admit somebody from way down
in the class jﬁst because he has a connection with the institution

Y
and turn somebody down right at the top of the class because he doesn't

4
have a connection with the institution. So in all of thiﬁ,;l think
admissions was becoming quite professional. But we did have to keep on
recruiting thatagood Virginia man.n Frankly 4 we were competing with
the University of Virginiaj ,W; were competing with V.P.I. in certain
cases. We were competing with V.M.I. and other schools. One thing that
Walliam and Mary had that most of the schools did not have was something
called a #istribution #rogram in the first two years, freshman and sophomore
year courses which really were?pretty thorough-going regimemé of
work in the liberal arts. No student could come to William and Mary,

£ beyznui resedbsd ' fr«eg.oi tem e;&:&slc;)

for example)and escape 1anguageﬂ #e could not escape English« He could
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not escape a natural science§which meant laboratories and which was a

ten~hour course in those days, a ten%gg;}\ifﬁiiffgjiourse)which really

was a third of the whole freshman year. In additionghe could not
escape either a mathematics or a philosophy elective during those same
first two years. This is the sort of thing that makes it difficult to
build big-time football, to compete with institutions which are offering
less demanding degrees in business and in other fields. This made our
job pretty difficult. I can remember time after time walking into
secondary schools, many of them out in the western part of/the state;
and a bright-eyed young man would come up and say,MI want to come to

o
William and Mary and major in business.” I would say, %reat, let's sit

-,
=

g
down and talk about iﬁ)and I would have a preliminary application

out of my pocket in front of him immediately. And he'd say, how much

language do I need And 1'd say,.well, you must take at 1east two

years of a Ianguage.) And he'd just get up and walk away. He'd say,
UI‘m going somewhere where I don't have to do thatj) William and Mary
/Q;;Jfffiyoffering the A.B. degree in business, not the B.S. degree that

many people know. This didn't help us,4eitherns, academically, sure, it

was great ’ﬁmdglt was presu osing that the boy who finished the degree

arbo
ro was going onko the School or the Harvard graduate schoo
P g@dﬂ £ émgﬂ n} ﬁgarﬁan g 5
ot which mang(of them did and which bespoke the integrity
g

of the college and the strength of\thgpundergraduate programs,, Butz
gtilll%it did not help in recruiting. We still had to go out and find
;ﬁe men who wanted that kind of program, who could survive it)and‘who
would go on into the graduate program. So adm1331ons was really finding
a | lot of common denominators at William and Mary \\&955 was probably

the year of the lowest production of high school graduates after World

War II/% because it began to surge up after that. I remember that one



48

year when President Chandler was very much on the sceneA having

brought me back in 1953 after the two years of P&avy duty, I remember
talking Zgﬁlm and suggesting to him,\ ‘and I think this took Uot of
courage on his part because I suggested this in the face of all he had
to deal with in the way of appropriations from the state, how dependent
the féollege was on these appropriations for its very survival:\ —I
suggested to him that in that one year we would have to reduce enroll-
ment slightly or reduce admissions for the freshman class) certa:i.n].yj if
we were to hold the quality that we had maintained all along because
there just weren't that many horses out there with that kind of qualifications.
He agreed, and we didf{‘) I think we closdd some gaps with some good transfer
students) whom we hadn't been admitting prior to thatgy-even—to—the—pointe

I can remember several years when the only women transfer students

were ones -omgs who came from Richmond and Norfolk, the two divisions,

wondered
or occasionally a married woman who!\warﬁéed; into town with her husband

Daree gt 43?’
i
who had two years of college bo deo- and was not go:c.ng to be a

5’6\/&@&‘6‘ ﬁ,’\ } z;?& Fy
dormitory sé:’éuam and so we would admit her .and she Would work e

A 2
wage=through. But at that po:mti!% I think William and Mary e:tabllshed
itself for the long pull because it was willing to cut gack a little
bit on freshman admissions and not just take people to fill dormitory
spaces\ But the real problems as I saw then;;;nd I spent quite a few
-~ Ineldivs

years in admissions at William and Maryﬂ were the meliing- of these
various groups, the state women, the out-of-state women, the state men,
and the out-of-state men ,into a group whikh could survive academically
in the same atmosphere after they had been admitted. Obviouslyithe

out-of -state mmen';where there were several thousand applying for maybe

one hundred spaces--this is not an overstatement, that's about what usually

ham:’eznecla;\~ ?The ones we admitted were extremely powerful girls. Academically
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they could do it all. T can remember sitting in a College Board
meeting in New York with two old friends, Bill Edwards7wha was
fAdmissions ﬁeaﬁ at Princeton at the time, and Mary Chase)who was Y&ce-
W'ell&sieg’)‘
fresident and ﬂ&missioms ﬁean agAWeigﬁy, and having Bill suggest to
T

Mary that she was getting some of her 523€gﬁan class from ouf waiting

list down at William and Mary. New ftAwe&sié;that was sort of the red

flag, but after her initial bloéjpp ;he agreed that she probably was

because thistgiﬁ}ust the sort of girl we were having to turn away,

either put on the waiting list or turme€ away. We also had the very

difficult task in many éases of explaining to tagfgayers of Virginia why

we were turning their children down when their children were graduates

of high schools in Virginia, fully a%%edited, when really we were turning

them down for their own good. We were doing it because we felt they

couldn't survive in the kind of competition that existed at William

and Mary at the time. This was not always easy to do. Frequently we

got into heafed words with people. It had to happewi) fhere was no other
;

way. I think we tried to understand that an admissiongf application
wasn't just a piece of paper but that it represented a potential invest-
ment on the part of a parent in the item in his life which was of the ut-
most importance to him;‘Erobably the most important item in his life.

So really, philosophically, William and Mary was emerging at that point
into its pattern of extremely high selectivity in admissions. This

has continued oﬁi%& today. We had é:iot of funn;§hings happen in those
days. There were all kinds of offers of season tickets to professional
football games and places at the beach for you and your family for the
weekend and things of this sort. I remember one very attractive L%tle
old 1adg;'1 guess she was in her late seventiescyaﬁazghe walked in my

4 4
office one afternoon _an® her gran@gughter was on the waiting list.

(O
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She was from somewhere in the gidwest&aa&f ghe sat there and chatted
most amiably for quite %jwhilé;and we Were“sort of tossing around the
idea of whether her gran@gughter was going to get in or not. I didn't
think she was, frankly)because the waiting list was too 1ong)an& girls
who had been admitted were hanging on. They just weren't withdrawing
to go somewhere else. So this lady# I think took it about as long as

she could. She was being so charming to me and calling me“young man

and all this business. All of a sudden I noticed-wherwrshe reached in

[
her purse)and she got out a checkbook)and she said,IOkay, buster, how

3 -
mach? Well, obviously the girl didn't get in. Another sidelight, I

remember early in the game sitting down one time talking to John

Gunther and his son}who died shortly thereafter--the boy who had been

up to Deerfield and who had all the brain difficulty. We had lots of
funny interviews. - Faople coming in and falling apart in the admissions
office. The pressure of the thing, I think, got way out of focus.

The pressure of College Boards got way out of focus. DPeople began to

sbark O
look at those sixﬂétanfed d%é%;ts as though they were the six things

that were going to make them successes or ruin them for the rest of
their lives. I remember sitting with a group of thoroughly experienced

admissions people on the College Board's first entrance procedure

1)

114 s
committee(én@;we used to call it the ﬁot #Btato ?Gmmittee because when

the College Boardﬁ ran into problems they'd call us )and we'd run all

over the #ﬁst Q%ast and try to settle some of those problems)G)One of

the things we did on that committee with the full support of the College

>

Board7was to tell admissions officers all over the country not to admit
their classes simply on the basis of College Board scores. Then we turned
around and told the public that we thought they should not subscribe

to the large number of College Board coaching classes that had grown up
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to-the-large-number-of -College Board ceaching classes that had grownup

all of a sudden; where people were attending cram sessions and were being

made much more nervous about College Boards than they would have been

otherwise. Eﬁut this was a whole period of settling dow@ fxt one point,

for example, a college would receive a set of College Boar:i scores on

a student? and up in the corner of the scoresheet there would be a number;’“

one, two, three)or an asterisk. That number simply indicated to you

what choice you were for that student. A group of us went to a College

Board meeting one time and turned fleaven and earth )and finally they

obliferated that number so the college really didn't know what choice a*!* wWas S}@(
the student wss.. I think that knowing that you are at least the
student’s third choice or something below@hieh——gas indicated by the
asterisk)was going to prejudice you against a fair reading of the
application of that student\dFSo admissions really grew at that time

Tovelroit

and I think that William and Mary was right in the,lﬁoxeia’a—tx‘e@tﬁaf it.

" We were very early experimenters in the advanced placement program. I

)

remember sitting with the group that put the program together. Dr.

Charlie Keller )who was a history professor at Williams)who was on a

Ford Foundation #rant with the College Board) and we met up at Arden
House up on top of the mountdin up in the N.ew YO“V\ Sm@

ang they put the advanced placement program togethe:(;j&n’d William and Mary

OF ccutse. )
got into it very early in the game and tried it out. A p?ow it has become

a major program across the country. So I think William and Mary was very
much in the forefront of admissions. It was an early member of the
College Board. I can remember going to early College Board meetings esd and I Know

“Cﬁ“ hambe st
+-alsy can remember these, too, when the €ollege Board group would get in
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a very small corner of the ;é{rand #allroom at the Hotel Biltmore in
New York and look like a bunch of lost souls over there because there
weren't any more of us than that. Nowadays you go to a College Board
meeting and there are quite a few thousand people there_}s!fsecondary
school and college people alike. Maybe—F'm-wandering too much about .
_admissions—here—



53

Emily: You mentioned this obligation to the ta%:%ayers of Virginiqgggas
this the reason for a concern about ratio)male/femaf:ziglstate/;;t~
of-state?

Cunningham: I think this was a basic reason for it. I think that the‘ﬁollege
was trying to do several things? first and foremost# it was trying to
admit the best and strongest student body it coulgffacademically}in
terms of extraﬁuurrlcular participation, people who would contribute

£ v
something to the institution and who would benefit bygbelng here.
At the same timeg the institution, certainly as we felt in the admissions
office, was under pretty strong pressure to try to fulfill its role as
a tax~supported institution. This, of course, bred the problem of, ~
well, do you go ahead as many of the large midwestern unlver31t1e§; the
state universities)and admit everybody from the state who applies?
Obviously you know that your attrition is going to be horrenddus if
you do that all at once. So I think our decision was always rather
resoundingly,éo, we're not going to approach it that way. We're going
to admit thos; Virginia students whom we feel can profit by being here,
whom we feel can survive the rigors of thls kind of currimglum(”this
distribution program that we talked about And the mere fact that a
Virginia student may rank near the top of a class without regard to
what course work he or she has had is not going to dictate to us that w
admit that student.))We approached it on that ba31s Kﬁd really with
all the thousands of applications{' I remembeigif:tually seven thousand
applications—eoming ¥preliminary appllcatlonsgdlg zvery year, year in
and year outA' ?ith all of those, very, very seldom @id we find that a

7
parent would wilffully expose a child to a situation in which we felt the
L —
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ota
child shouldn't be. Reallygwe didn't have that much proble /i'h

people understood;to There's nothing like the Word going back home,\ f(

kid who comes to William and Mary who finds itAtough sledding the first

semester and goes home at Christmas and tells people about it. This,
I think, spared us in something we call self-selection. People were
selecting themselves out: ?eople who were not good, strong, competent
students. So we did feel the obl:.gat:wnp) )fes, we felt it. “A6d I
think your examination of the Board of Visitors f{ecords and minutes

of meetings will show,from time to time the ?goard took stands on

1

admission. I remember once or twice sitting down and actually writing

an admissioxf policy which went into the #oard)-a!{é which was adopted

e d

by the #oard) /(nd having the ﬁoard at that time say« in essence, we
will strive to have a certain percentage of Virginians and a certain

percentage of out-of-state students. We will also try to keep a con-
Chsss
figuration of the student body so that gt will be a certain percent
D
male and a certain percent female. This changed some from time to time.

This was sort of the set of perameters in which we had to wo k and so

Rk
we worked that way. i between 1953 and 1960 [, thé= was

g

my last full year in admissions;] I saw the numbers of applications grow-

ing, the numbers of serious applications growing. This was evidenced
Shad

in some part to us ,\I think very c}.early)by the fact that we began
4

charging application fees, and we began still receiva‘agg large numbers of

)
applications, virtually as many as we had before we started charging on Y
application fee&. So William and Mary hit the big-time in admissions.

It was really on the scene as one of the most highly selective institutions

in the country. This was brought to national attention ~— o >
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in magazineskpit got into a number of magazines, 1 remember being shot

at by a New York Times writer who wrote an article in Woman's Day

———

}ilagazine in which he was working on several of us /fwho had either put

his daughter on a waiting list or turned her down. Vasssr had admitted

Lond
her) and the article wasahow Kathy got to V&SSS?@ He was pretty direct

in his criticism of the methods a;‘-% a number of;:‘:%lleges. Wedd , Yhen

the magazine got word of the article and saw its content% they commissioned
Fred Heckénger)who was also a pretty well-known educational writer and
whom I have seen since and thanked many times. Mﬂeckénger wrote an
article Which appeared on the bottom half of the page on wilch this

other article was written and page by page throughout the arti.cle@hich
rartomybe fifteen pages) Heckenger refuted everything the man said at

the top of the page. ‘)‘I‘his was all a part of what was going on. It

was going on all over the country. The World War IIL¢ babies were catching
up with the scene. People were getting just ridiculous odds on
admi.ssions. People used to say, you 've become a commmttee of regect:.on

= e‘*‘;
3
rather than a committee of admission. We also found

of business. If you were going to admit a student,&,you could have
N 7 b
taken the back of a matchbox and written, You're gldmn.tted on it

and put it in the mail,and they'd be delighted. But if you turn somebody
ad

down;fyog, better write an individual letter aad have a good reason for

doin%it yand try to explain it just as clearly as possible. Of course,

it was always the alumnus who had his checkbook poised and was going to
“%'wevaj
write that check for $5000 when he hadn't given a thing 1;;«'2‘9%years

until your letter of rejection to his child came. Then he wasn't goinj

to give you a thing. This went on quite often. Jim Kelly used to get
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,.§~§?W of those back in the days when I was doing admissions.

4?. William and Mary?gigjburst on the scene on admissions. I used to do alct
¥ af interviewing in New York and other cities)and I would find that
the competitive company we were keeping in student‘%géhoices of colleges
to which they wanted to apply represented the best and the strongest
in the country. - New England colleges, midwestern colleges)and a few
out on the westem# coast. But William and Mary had come of age at that
point. Now being in the secondary school business I still see William

aS.E%&ng
and Maryqof age and still competing with the high prestige institutions
around the country.

Emily: Was the purpose in letting the athletic program become the big~time
program that it did become after the‘waégjﬁas that to attract men students? C%R
fas it a bg%roduct?

Cumningham: I don't know. I think it was probably a bggroduct. The
coaches were still on the payrob%@f?y ?%ﬁlargqﬂ? y of the same boys
who had been brought 15; recruited ;rior to the ﬁar returned to the
#ollege after the war. And I think as a consequence there was a pretty
good spillover of pmedsgy strong athletic teams. I, at the time,
certainly as dean of #dmissions and later on jwas not privy to the kind
of discussion that made policy about whether athletics would be big-

T R ,
= ~ %tholarshlps or

time or small-time or whether there would be 1

very few scholarships. I was sort of like the man with the newspaper,
WS,
T was reading them as I saw them andqadmitting the students whom I

felt were qualified for admission and turning down those who Weren't)

whether they be football players or not. Of course, I saw quite a few

jersey numbers with names attached that I recognized as people we had
oub hete

turned down, people who cameﬁand beat our socks off outzhere time and

time again for other schools. No, I don't think that following the war

Sthroator
there was any conscious effort to use athletics as a big retxaetesr or
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recruiting gimmickc>1f there dgééggl was totaliy unaware of it at the
time. I just don't think it was true.

Emily: One more question about the curriculum,vhich you referred toba
little bit ago. Yoqiggikéﬁ'aﬁbugfthat William and Mary did not have a
business schooljas U. Va. and V.P.I. could offer)and also I know that
the law schoogng?thought of as something that could be an attractor
for men. The quality of the law school in the early‘%Os, was this in
keeping with the high standards that you've spoken of for the under-
graduate curriculum?

Cunningham: Well, first let me say that we had a business program. We
had a concentration in business which was part of the A.B. degree)but
it was not a separate school of business)which you mentioned. The law
schoob;;;nd I remember it well because I was involved in admitting each
1aw§§2§§:3§b Under President Chandler we had a very interesting arrange-
ment. Dean Woodbridge was dean of the law school,and I was #ean of
admissions. We had an arrangement whereby Dean Woodbridge and T
would vote on applicants. And if we agxeed4a;&¥accept or reject,
that's what we did. When he and I disagreed the yresident got in and
cast4%€aeciding vote. So this was the way that many law students
were either admitted or turned down at William and Mary. hkﬁvfig those
dayg;%undergraduate admisgions %@%@ stronger than law school and graduate
admissions because here again/it was the old birth rate curve that was
catching up. In the early’GOS as we began moving toward more and more
undergraduate appllcatlons every year we were still shoriig;cause of

) 56, and 59
this 1955«group of high school graduate aaé—éé—and”ﬁ%g ’ﬂe were still
short of graduate students and law students. We were not attracting

that many law applicants at William and Mary) fo the admissions situation

there was difficult. It was very difficult. We were:; land of great plenty
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in undergraduate admissions and we were outoforaging for law school

)

A
candidates. Now of course, all this passed pretty quickh% and the law
applicants began to roll in) ﬁnd then pretty soon the law school becanik

one of the nation's more selective ones. But againg, T don't look on
tanned
the law school as any kind afi%zmgrecruiting instrumenﬁ} %t was

something that had been here for ages and was established and was
a part of the college. It just had some very difficult years when

there weren't candidates for admissiong, just as the total college did

)

years ago when there weren't candidates for admission. N#% I think

el
that the law school, while it had some difficult day34§a¥§3£§?1n the
)
60s, again never compromised its standards. It remained smallj it
remained viablei #t remained a good teaching function of the total

institution. #md as a comsequence, as it began to emerge it didn't

find it had to raise standards all over the place. It just was able to
select candidates and admit more than it had in the past}so it grew to
where it is now. Some of this I guess was true of graduate work, too, I
<apgt education and other fields. -Buf Ehis was donﬁ;ﬂ%ith the exceptionals
of the education program%;é%n a very ;iniﬁ%l scale in the other fields

at that time, right upzreat¥¥ until about 1960)probab1y>when graduate
programs really began to emerge.

Ahig
Emily: Perhaps i&iwould be a good place to stop for today.
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March 20, 1975

Emily: Let me ask yogggwhen was it first proposed that the College of
William and Mary would become administratively rquQanized into the

olleges and why?

C
s
p
-

; i the
Cunningham: Well, I believe it was first proposed at the time,K 1960 General
Ving'inia ol e
Assembly&was meeting)princip;y because of the fact that the¥e had

become apparent because of population growth and industrial development =
that fé¥6t~o£aal&§5there needed to be some sort of institution of
higher learning on the‘?éninsula of Virginia, the lower peninsula down
in the Newport News~Hampton areﬁjan&?%t the same timeg it was apparent
that there needed to be some sort of post-high school, perhaps junior
colleg;zggﬁzation over in the Petersburgg Colonial Heights‘ﬂrea. At
the same time William and Mary had its two branches, the Norfolk

of acuise |
fivision in Norfolk which 1ater,ias you knaw}became 01d Dominion
University, and the Richmond Professional Institute in Richmond. So
it was felt that administratively it would be far more productive and
certainﬁcheaper to put William and Mary and the two existing branches
and the two proposed branches under the same’éoard of Yisitors and under
a central administrative system which would govern such things as
purchasing and so on, even though the Institutions were to keep their
own separate budgets. It would give them a combined fund. So actualt%gg
the‘iegislature passed,ﬁ%legislation which created the systemjauthorizing

the position of a chief executive officer for the system)

in addition to that a certain amount of staff for him, prebibly a

and Trbelieve~

comptroller?who was later appointed?and some secretarial help. In the
same legislation there was reference to the creation of a college at
Newport NeWSCthch did actually say Newport New%gbeeaus@rI remember

property
at the eleyenth hour when Newport News had a piece of ganerty
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all set for us = loud howl went up from Hampton)and they

made a counterproposal of another piece of propert%o and—the—tegisiatitor
end ;:he wording of the legislation was interpreted) and we did wrete—en g o
NewP;rt News> and a college at Petersburg. So this&really was the
legislation which prompted the #oard several months later--I think at
its}‘wﬁ;\?h% meeting in 1960--to appoint Admiral Chandler, who at that po#nt
was fresident of William and Mary, to the job of chan;ellor of the
Colleges of William and Mary. The system as set up/%placed the respon-
sibility for overall administration of the institutions with Dr.

Chandler and with his office, #&ut the individual institutions could
operate with a fair degree of autonomy within the system of the Colleges.
The Norfolk pivision already had its president. The Richmond Professional
Institute already had its president. On Admiral Chandler's recommendation
I was proposed for the Newport News job. That was at a meeting, I be-
lieve in Auguit, ‘andcfw:is approved by the éoard )With the job becoming
effective the{;\,‘];:; of September. If I can digress for just a second:l

can remember being very unhappy that a good day of fishing was interrupted
on the"lird% of July when Admiral Chandler decided we'd better keep the
admissions office open for the day because there might be people in

town who wanted to talk about admissions. Bob Hunt)who is currently

lbean of }dmissions at the college)was eurrentdy- in the office at the

time working. I had Bob take the office hours for the morning while I
went fishing)and I came in at noon and took the office myself in the
afternoon. A little later in the afternoongthe demi,ral )who himsel£f

was working (I can't find too much fault with having to work)' lie was
down working in the #resident's office)) \ﬁ% asked me to come down and

at that point proposed to me that I consider the possibility of either

the ?{fb‘llege at Newport News (it wasn't named at that time) or the ¢011ege
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at Petersburg. ‘Ihig things that followef# obviously indicate,éf that I
went to Newport News. A number of things had to be done? p/atalogs had

to be written for the new colleges. They didn't really wealdy own a
‘hst
paper clip. At Petersburg they owned a campus,bwf had seen other usage

and needed extensive renovation, Architects had to be employed. -Andz

in Newport News we didn't ewn a blade of grass. All we had was the

promise from the city down there that they would provide us with a
building in which we could operate until we had time to get some
buildings built, (I'll get back to that business of going to Newport

News and what happened.) I do remember going down there)though)while I

ot ouk
was in the period,trying to make up my mind about the job. I found/\ that

S-ev enby

the old DanieléSchoo'l down on 32nd Street which at one time, d'myears

)
before, had been Newport Wews High School, was the building which we were
to use. I remember going down on a Saturday morning to the central
school office and getting the keys to the old Daniel Building and driving
up there and walking into the building. It was absolutely unbelievable.
Ii’he plaster was hanging from the walls 3 ﬁ‘he place was absolutely filthy.
and there was an old green blackboard

)
and
over in the corner, peeling)an% scaling, 4 ﬁritten across the blackboard

I walked into the first classroom

4 1
in great big letters) This #uilding #hould ;ile /‘l(om }!‘own Now if that
[
isn't an interesting way to move into a new j,}), I don't know of one£
The system of the Colleges at first seemed to ride along as a pretty

efficient Instrument for handiling the Colleges. And I think, frankly, if

personalities and geography had not goi::@?.n the wayg the system of the
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of the Colleges might have- survived. I think basicalljf/,’( the original

purpose of one (Bﬁard and one central administration probably was a good
thing. I think unfortunately individuals felt that their p@?ogatives
were being impingg/’ed on by the nature of the system and that certain ’
freedom to operate as they felt they should for the good of their own
institutions was being imp%ﬁed by having the central system.

Interestingly}g though, despite these feelings &the system did operatesZ

o - f
<grmd I think very efficiently for two years. We pled for our own budgets “

2, 00
, i; : ﬁ%"&f}‘@
individually. The budgets were worked out together. Many of the duy Ty
Mé?;@g GQ{;‘E
things that we needed to do as a &nit/ named the Colleges of William e, Qf"'fﬁ\ e
%} VN &
and Mary\ were much more easily accomplished by having the kind of "5 ” .
‘ iy 5’:};{, . -
o ~~7arrangement that we did have under the Colleges. I suspect that two o » T
Cjoumiq‘ ) ,
et [YE of the real contributing factors,-aw@ perhaps more real than the others ¢
& éf;?f@f\*ai}f’t“?? disselokion of 5
3 - [ - - 3 £
\J,f‘ that I've suggested)tow&&; the,i&ma:ﬁﬁs-mmm@m o, the systemg, were the
i‘ growth patterns that developed in Norfolk and 44 Richmond. Those two B
124

~institutions began to increase very rapidly in enrolliment. They had

%bo’ch been made four-year institutions. They were developing upper-

 division programsé"in one or two cases there were certain graduate pro-

grams being developed. The chief administrative officers )Who had been

either deans or @bo\/‘cx;bs3 had been named presidents@

There was azlot of local sentiment, particularly in the Norfolk area, to

have the flbllege be Norfolk's own college and not a part of William

" and Mary and to be set up with a #oard of )fisitors)probably with a -

number of Norfolk people on the )goard. So I think all of this:,;\and this

came at a time, too, during which there were plenty of students to go to

college. People weren't out hanging together to survive. In addition to "
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that the economy was such ghat the ?egislature was able to appropriate
money for building buildings. The colleges were expanding rapidly#
physicallY?and they were expanding their educational offerings a great
deal., I think that the Norfolk ivision, whichbactually under

the Colleges I believe was called the Norfolk College of William and
Mary, had grown to the point and the sentiment had grown to the point
that everyone in Norfolkg%certainlﬁéand obviously later on in the
#egislature felt that the college was ready to fly on its own, to

have its own poard, to operate as a separate entity, not as a part of
William and Mary. In the meantime,gthe two institutions had earned
accreditation on their own with the Southern Association;so there was
no question;%either in the case of the Norfolk school or the one at |
Richmon@agf any loss of accredigation or any interruption of accreditation.

A sselotion

So this, I think.probably had as much to do with theﬁd&s%%iusfsﬁ of the

)
system as anything that realiy happened?\(ﬂﬁﬁwig addition to that, of

course, the two colleges at Newport News and at Petersburg were in a

junior college stage. They had reasonably low enrollments during those

first couple of years. I think both schools opened with a little over twe huded
~28F the first y%ar. Christopher Newport)of course, began to rocket

immediately. %gzgéﬁere doubling enrollment every year for a number of

years and starting evening programs and summer programs and so on.

But those two schools could not, by the nature of the regulations of the

Southern Associationiﬁssnci&%éeaménge accredited immediately. They had

to go through a period of at least two years and the graduation of a

class of junior college students before they could even seek accreditation
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as junior colleges. At that point/ there was no general thought that
either of them would become a four-year college. Events that transpired
later show tﬁ:?t maybe in some minds there was some thought at that
point'that at least one of them would become a four-year college;and it
subsequently did., But I think these are the real reasons that the system
of the golleges probably just couldn't make it in the climate in which

it found itself insthat=point. I think it could have been & good system.
I think that the associations we had during its life were good ones,

I think a tremendous amount was done for the two new institutioms
because they were able to draw on the experience of the three established
older institutions and certainly particularly on the drawing power of

the accreditation of William and Mary. I found, for example, at Newport
News that froﬁ the first day we enrolled students#if a student wanted

to transfer to another institutiongnot in the system; that that student
could transfer very easily because of the fact that William and Mary's
accreditation extended to the branch collegejzggﬂéwport Nevs.\ﬁ%o as

far as the system itself is concerned, that to my knowledge is pretty
much the history of it. It worked very smoothly on a number of things.
We had worked out a credit arrangement so that students cculd move from
campus to campus taking actual credit with them and not having grades
scaled dowvmn to a?&uéverage or not havéng¥5M§ unacceptable from campus

to campus. I think we all gave it a good try, #ut these external factors

were the things that put it out of business two years later.
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Emily: Had the idea of the Colleges been initiated here with the aduinistration

d.xssalu“&@\/\
or was it a purely legislative thin.g tba way the 4éts-£¥%uaiowas?

Cunningham? You mean the idea of new colleges or the system of the colleges?

Emily: The idea of the system.

Cunningham: I don't know really where it started. I doubt that it came

out of William and Mary as such., I think it was an idea which was felt
~thoughf to be legislatively expedient and academically sound at the same
time, The ideas for the new colleges really came out of members of the
General Assembly. #%d despite the difference and the growth patterns

of the two satelite ins;:if:utions , the one at Petersburg was the first
one that was envisioned politically,and many people said that
Christopher Newport came along sort of as a political compromise down

on the feninsula of Virginia where population was booming and growing

every year, much morg}so @’hly/hver in the Petersburg area.
the

Emily: Could these have been set up separately fromAWilliam and Mary tie?

Cunningham: Remembery this occurred before there was a community college

system in Virginia. These were not really being set up in the mold
of community colleges anyhaw)’ }Chese were being set up as collegesof

?f‘ccede\‘:'b
arts and science% basically. There was a/‘px-escid%t for this kind of

seé\up in that William and Mary already had its two branches ,?;;xe at
Richmond and one at Norfolk, The University of Virginia had a couple of
branches at that time which were operating in this pattern. So I

think it was just logical to assume that as new colleges were to be set up,
they would be appended to already-established institutions. Newport News =
obviously was a natural appendiga for Williamsburg. Petersburg, I don't

know, That raised some hackles and some questions as time went ong
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o8- because really,

when Richard Bland was established, two kax-supported colleges offering
freshman and sophomore work were located in the same city in Virginia.
But T feel that the setting up of the new colleges and the attachment
to senior}established institutions really wasn't questioned by anyone
because it seemed to be the logical way to do it. It was the way it
had been done before and obviously seemed to be the way to do it.
Emily: I may have gotten a wrong impression, but in reading the newspapers

get
and also some of the official minutes of that period, I hewe the feeling

A
that it was sort of set up quickly, that adequate funds were not
appropriated immediately, that there was not a great deal of planning
that had gone ;n before.

Cunningham: Well, I think it had to be done in a hurr%danékl know a little
bit about what you're talking about on the funding)and I think I can
£fill you in on that. The General Assembly;”remember this happened in
1960, January and February. The two new colleges were due to open
in September of}61)which really was not too far away. The legislature
appropriated money for the Petersburg college for both years of the b;emﬁ;UW%>
biannvad Now ﬁimember the year of the biganium began in July of
’60-’,4\1)}61-)-’?. wett, “i-:&;eﬂm that were appropriated during the first
year of the biinnﬁum for Peteersburg were:ggg;§§=that were to be used
to refurbish the plant and get it ready to open as a new college. The
funds that were appropriated for the second year ofjtﬁg'bi;;nium were
some general funds which came out of the tax dollars. This was to
operate the plant)but also special revenues or tuitiongrevenues were

funded in the budge#.so that the school would earn part of its own

operating revenue. This was the way the thing was done at Petersburg()
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T think it was done to the best of anyone's knowledge as to what it was
going to cost to refurbish the plant, put it in working order)and get
the necessary supplies to get the place going. Then on the basis of
what was estimated as an enrollment for the first year of the college's
existence;?certain amount of funding to accommodate the needs of the
students was to come from the tax dollawxand a certain amount from
tuition. The Board of Visitors had fixed tuition for the school?ﬁee—%hmem_,
Lepment ]
schnn;ago they knew pretty well whatﬁper student the school would pro-
duce in the way of revenue. Now Christopher Newport did not get started
in quite the same way. The General Assembly had heard from the city of
Newport Newsiaﬁé-ﬁhis showed me something when I was looking at two |
colleges and trying to make a choice between the twqs, the city of New-
port News had said,i?e will fund the college for the d;tup~he§ez:jear)
ihen you go ahead and fund it for its first year of operation.” The
General Assembly ggreed to this very quickly?and the city of Newport
News put aside a fund which we used to completely rework the John
Daniel Building in downtown Newport News)to buy supplies,and get the
czgggégfeady for opening in Septemberg 1961. So no state funds were
spent in Newport News until the college actually was in operation. Thez
firse—timey I say no state funds...I'm going a little beyond myself
because during that year while the setting up was taking placeﬂ%l was
in Williamsburg and I had a secretary in Williamsburg, or a person who
was an administrative assistant, who really were on the William and Mary
payroll in Williamsburg. I retained my title as ﬁean oflﬁdnﬁssions and
?iudent %id and sort of advised in the admission process at William
S euns

and Mary)but I spent most of the year and MissQRaaeitséwho was the

other person involved, spent most of the year writing the catalogs for

the new schools. I was dealing with the architects some. Also)the
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Q B
the changellor’s office was doing a good bit of the architectural work

_ (ine O both campuses. Sﬁfwé'were really being paid out of state funds

- v
P e B

that yeaqy\ghe two people who were here at William and Ma But

other than that, all the work that was done, the supplies that were

ordereéﬂand I remember the Newport News city

7
Gouncil passing some sort of enabling legislation which said recon-

struction and equlppln%gaaéil can remember getting down to the point at
e?:tﬁc? in

the end of the reconstructionﬂgfwtheﬁbﬂ ngmphaSe and-the~eguipping

ﬁ9§~ié%that T had some $1ZOOO or $1§900 still in that budget that could

{’ .
be spent, I thought, %ell here is a good chance to put a good lick
b

in at the library and buy $17000 or $18000 worth of books, I remember
calling the %ity ﬂanager)who had a tight reign o;z;he city funds, quite
naturally)an& asking him if I could buy books with that money. He said,
ﬂgf you call it equipment you can buy books with that money.” So we called
;ur first books equipment, other than the books we borrowed from

William and Mary. But“this was the way the funding went. The city of
Newport News took care ;f all the preparatory-to~opening funding)and

then the state took over from that point. We operated with general

fund revenues, tax dollars,and also with special revenues that we earned

ourselves. So that was the way the two were funded.

Emily: Yes, that does explain that better. How did Christopher Newport

come to acquire that name?

Cunningham: Christopher Newport came to acquire that name because Newport

News derived its namej@presumablxg;from Captain Christopher Newport,
who was the Brlgéish captain, later #dmlral who brought the three ships

to Jamestown. There are many great legends about the name. One which we

- .
published in the catalog aaéwth%g;was Bow Captain Newport had gone back

to England and left the f£ivst permanent settlement at Jamestow%iaﬁé;?ard
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times set in, f,lseop'le were starving; Indians were becoming less
friendly. At about the eleventh houg;éthe colonists decided they were
going to leave Jamestown and had boarded boats and were starting down
the James River toward what is now Hampton Roads. \Aﬁaygs they got down
to a point off the present city of Newport News, they {ooked over the
horizogzzgéé%Captain Newport came with supplies, ships, additional
personnel. So people ::;%want to say down there that this represented
Newport's news to the colonists. You can take that as yarn-spinning,
or maybe there is some truth to it. ;Butvreally'thé way the college got
its name, Newport had a great deal of meaning in the Newport—Newe=
Peninsula area. There were parks named for Christopher Newport. I
remember sitting down with Admiral Chandler and I thinkiﬁggégi two /,
pezhapga?of the city fathers down in the Newport News area and just
plumbing the idea of using the name of Christopher Newport College of
the College of William and Mary. After some further thought #we went
ahead and decided to do it. It was done. Although I don't remembeqi2x~
actly%I'm sure at the next #oard meeting, the ﬁoard officially adopted
the name for the school. Then of course, we had to sit down and design
a seal for the schoo;)and we designed the same seal with different
names on it for Petersburg and Newport News, Catalogs were done in
the same way s

Emily: There was no controversy about the naming)though}the way there was
with the Norfolk college?

Cunningham: No, no)we didn't run into any controversy at all. As a matter of

[24
fact#as soon as we named itgsuch things at the Christopher Newport

apartments began growing up just a couple of blocks from the proposed aa%ﬁﬁF’E?ﬁs
B 2) Laddhi Ahesed b
for the new college plant) College §partments g@ewﬁup on the other
Vo e Errs -
side, The Campus Shop gxetesup on the cornmer and so on. WNo, it was veryfieaec@ﬂj
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accepteQXQand very happily accepted right away.

Emily: You spoke of éhg?working within the system of the Colleges of William
and Mary and that being part of William and Mary really was an advantage
for Christopher Newport. Now I got the feeling from some of the
critics of this system tﬁ;t they felt that the ﬁﬁllege in Williamsburg

10‘&9 :t\
was weuaéggg--I don't know if they were talking about Newport News

A
in particular-~its prestige(fthese words were use&) to other schools.
Cunningham: I think that was a very legitimate claim. Yes, they were.
The College of William and Mary was putting its name on the line. I
remember about two hours ago saying to you that at one point when I was

a studen%@'the parent institution lost its accreditation for §f%hi1e

because of something that was done at a branch institution. I know

many people in Williamsburg were—inWittiemsburg zt the Time that

b Yhe bime bhaks h&?&et\e&{,
happened—Theywere at William and Maryqand they could think back and
remember what had happened that had led to the loss of accreditation.
Sog yes, obviouslyq I think the people here on campuéi—berhaps had

o~ Relb hats
I stayed and not gong;%l might have been among t:.hem“‘.l S the good name
of the ¢011ege was being stretched. And some, I think,even felt it was
)

being stultified a little by being attached to these two ugf?tart
institutions which had done nothing to prove themselves and which had
very little except holes in their socks at that point and just weren't
ready to operate in much of any fashion, much legsthe kind of fashion thst
the venerable institution in Williamsburg was operating on. Yes, it was
understandable. I think that any time an institution anywhere in the

country has opened a branch institution this has been a very logical

reaction to the opening of a branch, particularly if its accreditation is
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~#s7involved in it. T know I have gone on committees for the Sovthern
Association to judge the accreditation of state universities and their
branches)and I know the feeling at the university home office ébout
the jeopardy that the branches may put them ingsimply by not adhering
to the academic standards they do at the home institution. It was a
perfectly understandable thing. It hurt a little bit when I had been
was down st
here all those years an@iﬁeanéfthgy’Newport News trying to make an
institution g0y éut I felt that rather than take it persomally I'd
simply react to the fact that it was a pretty natural kind of rqaétion
for people up here to have. I felt they had it,and I don't think it
was something that‘could be swept awgy. I don't think that it will ever
be swept away until Christopher Newport goes off om its fbwn as a
separate institution with its own Poard. And agaings I think that the
reaction is logical. I think that any time there are two institutions
under one ?éard, obviously if the name of the senior and honored
institution is attached to the second one, the second one does benefit
from it(/ebvienslgain many ways)although I could tell you‘some thoughts
about:;2§é that it doesn't benefit from it, There can be a gbod bit of
bullying going on in a situation like that. But I do think that the
parent institution is the one that stands to lose, certainly. There is
no question about it,

Emily: How was it}then, and when was it that you first found out that the
Colleges were going to be dissolved? I know this didn't affect Christopher
Newport directly.

Cunningham: I found out about it sometime in the early fall, T guess, or
late summer of 1962, I guess it was. Yes. We had opened in September

of)ﬁl in Newport News and éawﬁhe%%#&s%fﬁgue&sw@t%ﬂas in the late

) - -
spring of 62 or early summer,4 I believe we attended a meeting in

. . , <on
Admiral Chandler's office. This was the group of the five institutio
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; thet
heads_at which time he told us, apparently the system was not to continue.
) ebvicusly
Things—were—nefy of course thquhad to be done by amending the acts of

w

the" iegmslgture(fo amend the~egl%egg system of the Colleges out of the
act%)and to replace it with something else. So this is when I first
heard about it. And as time went on, of course}the legislature
cranked up and got into session and the whole thing was accompliéhed.
I believe that the system of the Colleges was kept in effect, at least
as an entity,until July of’62. And of oourse, at that point the whole

thing dissolved,and Christopher Newport and Richard Bland were retained

)
by William and Mary with a coordinator who was on the William and Maryr
campus and who saw to the affairs of the two institutions from a distanceg
generally. He visited the schools occasionallyjbut the rumning of the
institutions was left pretty much on the campuses. Of coursegat the
same time the college at Norfolk and the college at Richmond were
separated from the William and Mary system and were set up with their
own 6ards of ﬁﬁsitors. So this was pretty mubh the way the thing
happened.

Emily: When it happened there inJ62, did you think it was a good idea at
the time?

Cunningham: I was very much concerned about it from a personal point of
view because I had worked very closely with Admiral Chandler from the
time I came out of the ﬁavy at the end of the Kerean War. I worked
with him for ZI guess nearly ten years in Williamsburg on admissions)

which T mentioned before. Cextainlsy Qe was the man who offered me the

opportunity to go to Newport News)and he was my friend and counselpr

through the early days of setting up the college. He stuck with me

when we reached dlfflcult sxtuatxonsc) >

v B O —— B

I hated from a personal pomnt of view to see that kind of relationship

I

come to an end. Tt meant really that he was severing all his tie with
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William and Mary,which I think he had served very marvelously a¥ s 6>ﬁas;dewf
present for a number of years. It just meant that the whole set of

Ektamﬁyﬁmtcﬁ-tma]
signals was being changed. I think from the,efficiency of the system,

A
wey at Newport Newsg even in that early stage after one year of operation
were beginning to feel the pressures which had built up so in Norfolk
and Ribhmond and which ultimately led to the spinning off of the two
ingtitutions in those cities to become autonomous with their own Poards.
People in the Newport News area had embraced Christopher Newport with
great enthuslasm, had continued to support it)and the legislature &
inedidently when 1t met had appropriated enough money to build the first
building at Christopher Newpor%ﬁaﬁéage were hard at work employing
architects and getting ready to get ; building started. This generated
tremendous enthusiasm in the city, The city g in the meantimeghad also
Sevety ~five —
come up with a4?5%acre tract of land which the city of Newport News
paild for. This differed from the Petersburg situation in which a
piece of state land was just simply deeded over and occupied by the
college over there. “8y Newport News began to feel a tremendous stake
in this whole thing., As time went on ef course .and we built the first
5 Tond ]
buildingﬁ Newport News came to our rescue and put in storm drainaggj
?hey put in parking 1otsAfor us, roadways. I frequently felt that I
was on a rocking horse between the ggneral Assembly;gné Richmond when

it was meeting and the City Council in Newport NeW%jpﬁ&:ghe purpose was

the same in both ;gizigﬁggé%%h I was out begging for money. Three

governors of Virginia and the City Council of Newport News were very

kind to us at Christopher Newport. In a very short space of time/this
%a&%iemabled us to build quite a number of buildings and attendant

facilities of parking lots and roadways)which we needed very definitely.
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Emily: During the time that Christopher Newport had been under the Colleges
#ysteﬁ?ﬁew—i%m—%a%k%ag—abcnt, you indicated at 1eas§;¢that you were
certainly able to work within the system. But this couldn't have been
universally true or the Colleges wouldn't have been dissolved. Is this
not right?

Cunningham: I think you're right. I said earlier I think that personalities
got involved) ¢ut I think even more than that probably the fact that
the colleges at Norfolk and at Richmond had grown so -and that this huge
g00u“65well had come up to the point that people were really looking
for autonomy. The newspapers in both communities, particularly in
Norfolk;‘"Norfolk was a very progressive)forward-looking community
which was doing qi}ot of work with its center city}ané'putting up
large modern buildings and so on. There was a great, great civic
pride there which made the community want its own institutiogf?which it
could call its own and have it identified with people who were business
leaders and so on in the community who could be‘its visitors;;;dnits
trustees}rather than sharing a}ﬁcard with an already-established
institution. I think that individually probably any one of the men
heading any one of the institutions could have worked with the system.
Certainly there were disagreements. There were feelings of big brotherism

qutgﬁgggn’the whole thing. But I think that all the factors combined #
just sort of made the thing impossible to the point that it got into
legislative hands. Obvéously it had to if the legislature was going to
knock it out) lﬂhich thégjdiq;%two years later.

Emily: After)62)theg)when Christopher Newport was—undez continued to be under
the Board of Visitors of William and Mary it continued to grow,

as you have said, and finally reached the stage where it, too, wanted

to be a four-year college)just as Norfolk had done some years before.
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A part—efe do you see this as a pattern for William and Mary this

z afwhish ?
having gone on in Norfolk, in Richmond)w%éeh?both4began under the first
Dr. Chandler as two-year schools?

Cunningham: Well, it certainly became the pattern. Obviously it was the
pattern in Norfolk. I can remember working with the old Norfolk
;5§vision when it was a pretty small school down therig?ﬁQCE used to
work with their admissions people;Vhiﬂwas in admissions at Williamsbu?és
I think the pattern probably has sort of come to an end simply because
of another external forcgé?nd this is the beginning of the community
college system. I think when that started there was no question but
that here was a system of two-year colleges which were being placed
strategically around the state to serve the needs of people all over
the state, ferhaps within Mr. Jefferson's philosophy of a day's
horseback ride from your home to an institution of higher learning.

But I think with that sort of system operating and in forcethat the
day of the branch college for the big parent institution is gone. I
don't see it returning at all. Christopher Newport was in an interesting
situation in that its enthusiastic support by the community was matched
by enthusiastic applying for admission by the young people of the
community. The numbers of students just began to grow. Theygrewss
After one year we decided that we'd better start a summer school
because there was'ﬁ?great demand forAit.:?;;g%we decided after that
that we'd better get going on an evening college. "ﬁaéfghat had pro~
duced great demand.’ En the meantimewe'd gone back to the General
Agsembly and pointed to the fact that with the completion of the first
building on the new campusvwhich was sozz:.e:I g:ies away from‘downtown)

where the old building wam, that we were threatened with estensien eybinab.on
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if we didn't go ahead and build some more buildings up on the new

campus because our students were moving up and do&ﬁ%own nine or ten

miles to go from class to class. So the General Assembly again

came through with funding for additional buildings. And the building
program began to mushroom. We were very fortunate in that through good
architectural help and I think some careful planning)all of a sudden
Christopher Newporg;?in a wa%érbecame a model for building because we
were building at a lower price per square foot than any other institution
in the state of Virginia. I can remember Governor Mills Godwig)who
certainly along with #overnors Harrison and Almond)had been tremendously
understandingaﬁhay Christopher Newport's early develoPment;-_I remember
Governor Godwin coming in with his whole legislative entourage, the
budget group which tours the state every two years)and just sitting
dcwnig% one of the labs in the science buildin;;nd asking me to recite
book and verse on,ﬁ?square foot and cubic foot figures for the cost of
construction and the kinds of materials we used and so on. So I'm sure
that next time T went to Richmond to try to elicit funds to-build another
building;;this helped a great deal.\égéfﬁﬁe demand was there} #he
people were there. They had embraced the college. It was being used for
community-type meetings and so on. We attempted very much to involve

the community and make them feel that it was their college. I think

that this succeede%ﬁwméEF got terrific support from the neWSpaperiE)

yé got terrific support from the radio and TV people in the area. We
were constantly being interviewed either by reporters or By front of a
television camera or over the radio. So Christopher Newport tended to
become a great possession in the minds of the people gn the Peninsula.
But of course, this always tends to lead to other things. As our

students at Christopher Newport were getting toward the end of their
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second year of work--andgthe college in the meantime had been accredited
é? + began
as a two-year college by the Southern Association-- thin ing)
Well, gosh-I'd-rather-stay-—heres. f& the school could provide me with a
B

n
degree I'd rather stay here and then go on out and pursue my career.

So the long process of demand and supply of courses began to assert it-

Gine
self. The building ofafaculty, of course, was taking place at that
time. We were very fortunate, I think?in Newport News to attract an

Fwibh] P
outstanding faculty% a high percentage of Ph.D. %éfmkéﬁﬁfﬂﬁKﬁﬂﬁ%H%?

As the college grew in numbers and then began to offer third-year

courses, again the éovernor and the ﬁtate/#ersonnel}ﬁffice permitted us
to gncrease the seope—ofthg salary scale so that it ran ahead of the
ncrmal«twe%yea%—sa%a&ymseaieigtwo-year college salary scale. So as
the old joke goesg one thing led to another. The next thing we knewy
we seemed to have everything in line for a four-year college. This
(R
was not in any way impggﬁed by the fact that Mills Godwin[ﬁat the time
he was %ieutenant—#overnoé) came down\vMbefﬁs Harrison was unable to
- - LieGhenapt «
attend the dedication of the buildingdanq\Governor Godwin agreed to
dedicate the building for us. Remind me, I want to tell you a story
about that building. It was a science facility which we had built, I
e
think)at a cost of in the agcess of a million dollar?aaad:§s Lieutenant ~
Governor Godwin was talking to perhaps four or five hundred people out-
side the building, he indicated that obviously Christopher Newport had
rem ﬁem‘b“
grown so rapidly and that the demand was really running rampdd-on
the Peninsula and surely Christopher Newport at some point in time would
have to become a four-year college. I can remember an editorial writer

down there commenting in the next morning's paper that he detected &

in me a great desire to get up and run back to the drawing board and



78

start getting ready for another building and additional work, But the
funny thing about that building thet I'll never forge?@beaaa&ea

Iyah{is We?:;b;g;\:s }/resident of 0ld Dominion for a &éng time and had been

with thé%\lorfolk ﬁollege and the Norfolk }givision and was a great

personal friend, came to the dedication)and after the dedication of the
building}which took place out on the lawn,’we all went over to another
building and had punch and cookies)m then people went cméﬂwe d I’\a 4
ke a luncheon beforehand}; Lgﬁis saw me about a week 1ater)and he
said,aWhy in the world did you not let us go in the building you were
dedicating? }}Gt was a science building)aﬁﬁ we were due to open school

“there

two days later ,and at the time the dedication was going on,were about thivky -Five

)

3§ convicts,who were actually specialists and artis%ns who worked for
the ﬁivision of #risonjghdustries)in that building hooking up the labs,
hooking up the gas jets and the water pipes and everything else. So
obviously we did not parade through the building and inspect it that day.
But the Wholé Christopher Newport storg)I think)is one of great ex-
citement in the community, a great reward for those of us who were
working on it because of the receptivity of the community. They
practically ran us to death. They had us on every ﬁoard that the city
had. But here it was the feeling that the college was really in;inuating
itself into the life of the community. When the various gnited ?und
organizations on mental health and other areas of communi;y inte;ests
wanted to put on seminars or have meetings, it became the watc%i%ord

that they wanted to come to Christopher Newport. They wanted to have

their meetings there. At the same time we worked hard to bring cultural
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events to the campus. We got the local chapter of the Virginia

Museum to headquarter itself at the college )s0 we had art exhibits

on hand at the institution all the time. Film series were started.. —
f(l'l A& manner of things that would tie the community into the college.
We did work with the police and fire people in the city of Newport

News. The city manager was very lavish in his prai,sejfw the college
for its work with the city. 8o the whole thing grew that way. It was

an interesting life. It was a vast change from the stability, let me
say, of William and Mary and Williamsburg, from the tradition. -Becauses
Svery time we did something at Christopher Newport it became a new

-

tradition. The building phase of it was very exciting. I think we
had excellent architects é’%we@r* é%ﬁ@ kssoejs,‘tes) }
%ey did a great job for us. I remember taking plans for building
after building up to the ,Xrt Qémmission in Richmondj ﬁfnce we got them
approved thei'e, coming back to the ?’tate #ngineers) and then finally -
getting Word‘ to break the ground and-amd go ahead and start building
the buildings. I still have a patr of shoes around that I called my
Li,ﬁuilding ;?hoes.“ I think we built five buildings with those shoe:-'@cor%;.
I used to go out late in the afternoon and walk all over the construction
that had taken place that> day just to make sure nothing had gone wrong.
~Aagd 1f it had £ I probably wouldn't have known. But fortunately,4the
arch?iteé@:s had an inspector who did that professionally, anyhow.>
Emily: You had great support ) then)from the Newport News community.
Cunningham: We had great support,and it continued. We went back two or
three times for appropriations from them for certain things. They

were good about it. They gave us moneg several times for different

things-~extensions of parking lots and so omn.
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Emily: Had you had an equal amount of support from the parent college?

Cunningham: The relationship with the parent college, I think,was a very
interesting relationship. We've talked about the fact that the child |5
suspect of being something less than the genuine article,for which I

aan why
have a great understanding. I,{see no reason Ait: wouldn't be. After
all T was at William and Mary when we had she Norfolk ﬁivision ).and I
saw their students being admitted and so on. I think to put the whole
thing in proper perspective from my own personal point of viewg the
greatest support that I felt I wanted from William and Mary in
Williamsburg was its accreditation }Which we were receiving. Beyond
that,%my own personal feeling was that to a great extent I wanted to
be left alone. I wemt:ed::?:l’ii}.=,ejc college doing the things it should do,
without certainly in any way jeopardizing that precious accreditation
that we had. 1I also felt that I wanted a free hand to do many of the
things that we did. I can say in all honesty that the college in
Williamsburg gave us that free hand even to the point, frankly, on some
occasions I felt that they werén't quite sure we were down there.
Occasionally, though, there would be great signs of interest)and a
coordinator would be appointed and come down the road two or three times
and visit and drink coffee with me and ask me how things were going and
then return to Williamsburg. Bug real'].yf?l give the }follege a vote of
thanks because, by ;{xd large, they-—ﬁf.j ;ay the @/ollege, I mean William
and Mary in Williamsburg--tkey let ;ﬂ; run on our own show. Hopefully
we did nothing to discredit them in any way. We didn't damage their
A

accreditation. Our triumphs);\-there were trimnphs)#bore the name of
Christopher Newport College of the College of William and Mary. I
think the relationship was pretty good. The parent college AT think

quite obviouslyﬂ did not want Christopher Newport to become a four-year
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college. I think the parent college ran headlong into a community that

was all firved up about this and definitely did want it to become‘oﬁe.
Emily: Why would this not have been desirablefrom the Willism od Masy standpelpt }>
Cunningham: Well, I'm not sure of it being a case of not being desirable becase

certainly at that time there were plenty of students to go around.

and
The students being admitted on the two campuses were by ig large smuch

SFCeope |
different in caliber and{s%é:ke: Tn Williamsburgcertainly out-of-

“there wete RO

state students were being admitted.and in Newport News«mefmesidential ,

)

facilities’so no out-of-state students were being admitted. Perhaps

one of the concerns was the fact that if Christopher Newport became a
four-year college, William and Mary would have to extend its accreditation

to cover another four-year college. Of course it had been through this )

remember 7Wi,th Norfolk and with Richmond. The key of the whole thing, I
think, wasas pressure built gmaybe some of the people on the )foard

#
felt, I}ere we go again. We've been through this with Norfolk and

[

Richmond) and here we go again in Newport News

2
to do it yet. But I think history proved out the fact that there

,and we're not quite ready

was room there for a four-year college. It could be a viable, very

s s . LN CommenSy tEe
healrhy 1nst1tutlor§operating at a level which was,commencerad with the

ability of its students. I was there just two days age )and I saw the

level of mean and median scores on the College Boards that Christopher

Newport students had this fall. I don't have the William and Mary figures

in front of :?eiiut having been here for many years g%l suspect I can pretty
wmte o«

well ;\m‘t:erpra: what they might be) /Xnd I doubt that the general scoring
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Q. huﬂd\'\e&_

between the two institutions is any closer than«Tﬁe points on each side
of the fence. So obviously they are two student& groups. I don't mean
that one can't cross to the other. There are groups of different
interests, togs different types of program; say in the same discipline - —
business o$~that‘sort. So I think that from what I've séeﬁ;;nd of
coursenow I'm talking about Christopher Newport as I really knew it five
years ago because I have not been actively associated with it in these
past five years. I think there was a place for it)and I think now it

has grown to a very healthy proportion. I know when I left it at the

end of ten years and handed in a resignation, I pointed to the fact

T Relt
thaEAit had come of age, that it now had grown to be a four-year college, -hst
it had its accreditation, that its future seemed well-assured, and thew=

)
-
I felt that probably in other hands it would move along with unimpﬁfged

progress and take its place among the fine institutions in Virginia.
Fwmitys—— ————questions should—TI-give—you—a—echance
qq' Cunmingham: I think generally&the thing that probably ought to be said
here)first of all from a Christopher NWewport point of view)is that
that institution really owes everything it is to a tremendous community
which took it to its heart)which fought for it on occasion when fighting
was necessary, unfortunately. And also a great load of thanks for its
success is due to William and Mary,which provided it with a lot of know-how’
with some help in the form of early duplications out of the library, good
advice from many friends who were still on the Williamsburg campus. I
think putting that to bed ) as it should be put by me at this point
(gecause other people have been involved with it for five years))I think
the other thing is that the idea of anqégié& history of this period is

a pretty exciting one because I think so many things really happened during

this period. As I said earliergWilliam and Mary itself, the ancient
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college in Williamsburg;became a top~flight academic power during the
years of the ’503. It took its place in the spectrum of admission com-
petition with the best institutions in the country. I think beyond
that ‘the growth and development of two new satellite institutions as
well as the sping-off of two)for which the follege had had «W
for many years) -E-thinls,is another great credit to the };/o'llege. And T
think frankly4from what I have read of the earlier history of the
¢011ege, you may very well be dealing with William and Mary's finest
hour. I think you may be dealing with the vears that we were all

sitting where the action was and I think there was plenty of it. And

Vg >
where there fls action, there #s going to be friction;occasionally there

are going to be sparks that fly. BSome flew. Cool heads usually prevail.
Everyone, I think, finally realized that we were all working in the same
direction. Once we cut through ajlot of the froth and the furor A=
people suddenly realized that what we were reaily trying to do was

not build monuments to individuals ,but provide facilities for kids who
needed an education. I think this is where William and Mary can fpause
and be proud of what has been done. With that T suspect I will head

back to my traditionaljconservative }and very excellent preparatory school life.



	1
	2

