Marguerite Wynne-Roberts

Miss Marguerite Wynne-Roberts is a long-time resident of Williams-
burg, having grown up here before returning in 1925 to teach dance at
William and Mary. In 1934 she became assistant dean of women, serving
in that capacity until 1954. Another longtime resident has credited
Miss Wynne-Roberts with being one of the most beneficial influences
on the conduct of William and Mary cceds in that period.

The draft transcript, interesting for Miss Wynne-Roberts's early
recollections of life in the town and of women's activities at the
college in the 1920s to the 1950s, may be somewhat confusing. It
was Miss Wynne-Roberts's desire to edit her transciipt, and her additions

are in some cases typed and in some cases handwritten.
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Emily: One of the things that I do want to ask youdis that” you Arese one
of the few people that I have met so far who has lived in Williamsburg
as far back as the early 1900s. Before you came to the college faculty
you were living on the Duke of Gloucester Street, I think you told me last

‘time.

b
Hiss the DLt
AWynne-Roberts: T lived on}‘Duke of Gloucester Street@m we had a farm ouk

é (@\ s,wm ot 55
where Queen's Lake is now. It was on the other s:.de%\an & was called

Blalrs. Iole,—me:zed..omrt*he;se‘\ I can 't remember what year it was that we
i+ LA "M 5 ()
fe?(\ é.n 1918 the house

moved\but we were there for a.M ongmtm'
burned? ./Andﬂ{s.:o we moved back into Williamsburg and were again on the
Duke of Gloucester Street.

: In those daysg what kind of relationship was there between the }Zollege

and the town? Could yoﬁv;,ysepia‘rate the two even? — EF [
Ai%rnne-Roberts: Very close relationship. The town and ke gown were very,
¥4 very close;aad it was et delightful.
Emily: Did any of the students live down :m the Duke of Gloucester Street
area, or were they all up here, do you know?

Miss )
AWynne -Roberts:

¢+ The
: wf;’j:h R

lived at home. Ne%iﬂ'%erewere-%«maﬂyww There-were~the~boys~in-town-

~a--««thefymhadmdormters.es ~0r-not,
had dormitories. My brother Went,\ ]fut of course, he

and they“hvedwat“l;?n e.-likeRat “Pe“aghya n&t%%pencea.xboys

mavbe.,wls e from\}{qlllaamshurg?

\)iﬂ Nss /

AWynne-RobertS‘- »’;’haGeddy&,wyes»«NethuddV‘GeddY

o fatherssenior.
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Yiss Wynne-ﬂoberts:f?There were always interesting and fun things

to do and to seex Fhere were plays, lectures, concerts,

and ministrels at the colleg§4also receptions. In the
Hhetre were .
townAmany soclal events--teas, luncheons, card parties,
©°

etc. Plays, an#musical events were often given at Cameron

Hall gon the Lastern State Hospital grounds. Dances were

also held there. We went for picnicsf%and walks .in the
and

woods,, rede horsebacks Most families had a horse or horses.

My brother and sister and I were not allowed to take a

horse out until we could name all parts of the saddle,

bridle, and harness. It didn't take us long to learnt

The boys vnlayed ! _baseball anc other games on the

i

Courthcuse Green. In the winter we skated on "Ice House

Cove™ or the "mill pond,"

which is now called Lake Matoska.
When 1t snowed we would go coastirg. Kvery family had a

sled or sleds.



e MjSS ) e
A AWynné-Roberts :  His-uncle\--Then-Sigh Hankins, George.,

-and.John Tyler:

\/ , ~Emily: A “]:o»t»—«ef«»»themag@‘ﬂ:hen~..‘1 y 4oy
Y £ . : 7 4P ~
¥ i E : \(' ¥/ L PO

S Lo
AW?r-nne.-«RoB"ertsazn«w @h*;',”"’ y.es,/. —-A-Lol of them Andith:.nk c¥ey -Jones. - There
are:-just- «so—many ““““ of ‘them.  Y-was—j sﬁaw*&:i»t;t;é;g«"«nlaall

‘;

|
! Emily: You say it was delightfql. What could you femember?

i ' ! '

1 M‘SS )

3 AT‘rJynne-Roberts: Well, there was si%o’ a nice relafionship between the people

Y

in the ﬂollege and the peopy]:’e ";{.\n the towy. I\Io*wJ Miss Patty Morecock was

ol
ﬁg/ Dr. Tyler's secretary. You see, s e 14vdd in town. (Maybe you've heard

WMM . . o .
_ of the Morecock famlly;) Miss Kitty iss Pinky, Miss Agnes, Miss Patty.

- it

Delightful people) /Dr and Mrs, Garn tt,»\ (He was one of the’Seven Wise

Men.)) Also Dr. Bishop and Mrg. Bishop h{d a little school. She taught

s’

musicg\and her/,,«sister, Mrs Heygsley) had a\Mttle school right there in
the home. Of course the Bishopsd\ they had\four sons 3 ,Knd I think I

told you»‘ that—p4mez that Dr. Bishop always se\ke German and often Mrs.

Blshop spoke fench. So those four boys had dhe speaking knowledge of

three lan ages They would carry on a conversjtion so easily.

Emily: T i g:.ne that was rather rare for Wllllamsbur res:.dents to be con-

R SR

vefsant..in three languages;-wasntt-itZ (K)ther than’ the college professors, say} <

fes™,
W Emily: What sorts of things would there have been for a young person in
Williamsburg to do in those days? This would have been before the movie
) theater was_ dauntown. | .
Miss Wynne-Foberts: Oh yesg Cara Garrett wes.a great ome for

writing‘little plays?and we would have fun acting them

out in the CGarrett's boxwood garden.

E&Maﬁﬁ"tﬁe‘ﬂbm&bﬁ@h@s.\{At the college they had plays} ?n.eya-bad- musicals -’%‘/ gé’:’f [ “}9
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Then--they-would- haveg\teas and receptions. My mother and father used to
; ‘TOP oupd i v"'{;«*

g0 to e many of them Oft!e‘n,‘the receptions AHaeyashad coffee and tea
weib | AUS ALY /,_, >
service Aupmxhere frequently Of course in the winter we had skating
a a
It wasn't called Lake Mﬁtg}ca. It was the mill/pond
f A o g
becausq, there was axmlll there (Mow« )‘11]) Then we had coast g@aad—-we
UTEAA

s‘b igften on Sunday afternoon Mr. fetb  wsed-£o take several

down\on the pond.

«««««

of us dewm or a Walkjusually along Capltﬁl Landing Road/ There was

\ & ¥
a cedar tree Yhere which was called [(the ﬁishing }free) And we would stop

3

iy y o i \‘wg - W
{ﬁfi&f\ﬁ E‘A"\‘7\‘jthe1.:e)amd he woyld tell us little stories and we £901d make wishes.
W' O e : a Ki/
h, imingwim,thebmﬁt%,Ll;whwg;y,,s,.e:,«-;«s.th:s.Wr B rhey} JethinkIsspoke-

eew‘ ‘
\ ’

_about-that-therothpr«day. His-birthday afd idne were the gatie day~and

we.-always. had.some-Nind-of-partyIt-wasAust-detightfil. We would A ;

are

ride horseback. I was not allowed, no 7,y sister or brother «weaaezal'lowed)

to take a horse out of Yhe stable upgfil we could bridle and saddle a

horse properly and name all the pdrts of the bridle and saddle. And rewas

the same way%ﬁﬁmthe buggy,/ We had to name all the parts and know

was

aj how to hitch a horse to the¢/buggy.
o Rickmond or down e the Peninsula ,OT, your

o (f /Eﬂ % Emily: Was there much going

; \
z’” #  life apas here in Will}damsburg?

\Mf}

j MlSS Wynne-Roberts: Yg¢5. They didn't Rave cars,\that day. They just had horse

/ and buggy. iy ‘»"Y*?f‘*é“{f‘;g

Emily: And ther# wasn't a concrete road eNt at the time.

%\J -
No. There Was%c and\O. station and traink “/My father
Vﬁfi" ﬁ\/zaf/«{\mi Tt et

used /to go awax sometimes to Richmond, f\ ¢ would stand on our porch and

Miss Wynne-Roberts:

wZit until the whistle blew)%iad then weswoud run to see if we could get
there in time when hhe train stopped.

Fmily: Did you?



4 #

EBmily

Miss

34a

Ofter: on ~unday afterncon Mr. Galt would take several of
us for a Wé%lk, usually on Capitol Land.rg Road, where
there was a large cedar tree called the "wishing %ree."
Mr. Galt weauld tell us fascinating sﬁ@pies while we
stood under 1t,and then we would make a wish,

)

¢ Was there much going to Richmond or down the ﬁeninsula)

or was your life here in Willismsburg?
both ways. In the early days the mode of travel was with
horse and buggy, carriage, or wagony %ut soon came the

hot
automoblle and hard surface roads. In the summer weather

A
many femilies went to either the mountains or the beach
travellirg by train. My fath:r often went to Richmond by
train. When he returned we wculd stenc on our porch, walt
for the train whistle %o blow, then race to the C.&0. sta-
ticr: in time to meet my father g %@en the train stoppedep
We usually wmade it! 0Of course we carried his suitcgse
hoping there wes a g¢ift in it for us. We were seldom disw-
appointed!

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Spencer ran the Colonisl Inn. It
stood where Chowning's Tavern is. Theip horse and carriage
met each of the C.&0. trains. Mrs. Spencer was a charming

lady. She always wore her hat when she came to breakfast.

Someone asked her why, and her reply was, "If there

|

s
enything to go to or to see I'm ready." 4nd she was.

- . , 8 . ’
In the winter whenefer there was snow Whe weuld have

the horses hitched %o the sleigh and with bells on drive

ground town. liany people came vear after year from Yew



1 York to spend the Christmas holidays at the Inm.
r. and Mrs. Spencer were great friends of wy parents.

Or Christmas Day(in the eveniné)%r. end Mrs. Spencer
would bping a number of their guests to our house. Also
other of our friends in town would come, and the evening
was made gay with musicalsinging. My mother would have
refreshments on the dining room tablﬁygt a certain time

:lwe children hed to go up stairs, supposedly¢fo bed., We would
get undressed)but our ears were open, and when we thought
all the guests had left we would hang over the banister
and call cdown and ask mother, then run down hoping that
some refreshments were left cn the table for us. -
mother w-uld find scmething for us. These were truly great

and delightful times.

Emily: You spoke of Dr, Garrett and the "Seven Wise Men." I
wondered 1f you would describe the ones you krew, say
beginning with Dr. Garrett?

Miss Wyrne-Roberts: Yes. Dr. CGarrett wes a fine person, with
a qulet dignity and easy manner. Mrs. Ga rett was simply
charm;ng]with & delightful sense of humor. She grew up
in Louisiana)and she told us Children meny interesting
and fascinating aagries of her girlhood in New Orleaﬁgﬁ
Dr. Garrett and his three sisters grew up in Williams-
burg; they lived in the Carrett House. Miss Mary taught
Sunday School at bruton Parish)and 1t has been sald that
she influenced many young men to £o into the ministry.
iss Sue went out to the iidwest as a missionary, where
she met znd married Peyton Nelson. They later retired and

returned to Williamsburg.



e

e/
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#

Dr. Garrett was really a very delightful person. He
was mord\ quiet than some of the others. He was always Ve:;y 1ov1y. Angl
of course, Mgs. Garrett was simply charmlng, She was from ulslana

Dr. Garrett's sisters lived in the Garrett house AW Ml s Lotty\ and Miss |
s

\ AME Mary. Misé Bme: tauglhs, Sunday /échool in Bruton. And, think possibly

1
A4 more young men went to the irginia Theologlcaﬂ Sgminary through her in-
% 2

> Sa,

i .
: §L fent out to midwest as/a missionary. Then-later

fluence.

“fhen phey were married and ghem when

-din—their. a«va. " ee A He had a pump organ) and
us and am/se\u ,\Gefﬁam-].—y his foot would come up and he whuld strike
one ot twd

 some: / ntes W:Lth hlS foot o

(-;Mrs " PAshop taught music. I th:Lnk she taught practically all the %oung

s Op le in Wllllamsb ho took mu.s:.c%.é%is thg,nk-»stﬁeym&e@kmg.-tmsvf«acanrw

i Wharkon JEUER
Dr.

was a very inte estmg persor@jwdﬁe ofteﬁ conducted the service

at Bruto aiﬁv I'm sure he krew the Bble b\u] heast

iy
because?lhe sromudd g@%’ up to read the 1essonfam1 he'd -a‘nd'aturn the,

L ,f?j? .
masl it

pages, and then he'd shut his eyes and read the vhole chapterﬁ‘ We sat in

the second pew)and of courseg it just fascinated me to see him standing up

there reading the Bible with his eyes closed. dOne time some of his students,
‘d\ou‘ah‘b ~chey ‘d

G:hey were all men students)Aplay@ a 1:|.tt1e Joke on hlm,f? Bui=he-got-

/’they were going to take his takerhis 5“88 Y

A A \t‘i gz\‘i_x’ ‘
. in the pond, not to put it in he«\psnd«j‘but just

et

0(*&4’
e got W:Lnd of it. So he went, to-hi# in his

W =T

{‘a&;g:/;gg:f % h\ }V‘f”( /; f:, A W } M‘;{j

88Yy %ﬁ% ;ﬁli { rﬂ\'}%



Theyuhadwa\screenstha;g Jastened-across-4€ . s0 if. it.rained, you.-see;-yous
couldjust.put.-that-up,. S_@wheupuatmthatmupwandwseacinw«thewbug.gy;?:andmthe

wﬁlp‘@*f
M boys cammqulet 42nd got the buggy and went down%w Jamestown Road and
f ) 8/,

stopped by the pond. M&k&:ﬁéﬁ“@f‘“’iﬁmthevwoodSmtheﬁe They were laughing

”h Y Wharbon
and glggllng and just about ready to leave @ﬁ& Dr. l“Momzen put the curtain

aside}and;% said, Gent'lemen, I've enjoyed th§gs ride. Now will

)
you please take me back’). So you can imagine their surprise!

Emily: Then did you know Dr. Hall, also?

Miss Wynne-Roberts, Yes, not as well. But—he-was, I used to see him in church

; )\e\ g
He was very W %W > was on e V%Qd [s Bwtovh%b ”’\

fws»g&ws ifa’she,ejz snd D 6-}%(\6&, ém_—mw
i
s\’ R
I don't remember too much in particular about Dr. Hal]@ iut Ain the Wren

e
Bulldlnthm first room on the rlght-handis:.de when you come in from the

e éﬁ‘fi {Z‘T»ﬂu of £

<
o T

front /that was his classroomg. ,
' ‘ /
Emily: He was apparently very well- respected as a iteacher e { | i
’ k i fM-"'j"‘“’“ﬁ 6)}@
Miss Wynne-Roberts: Oh, indeed he Was}}{’}fﬁéeed‘lhewwas f Of course, his sons
L ¥
b
went to William and Mary(/ -amd-his daughter) Emily Hall)ﬁtaught English
T D v A s B -
afterwards, later on.o{" WM St Lo - TAEA VA % -
. * Bt A

Emily: Then what about . Stubbs and Mr. ,\&aeuer? did you know them?

Miss Wynne-Roberts: Yes, Dr. Stubbs lived across the street from us in the
Poradise House. Every morninggmm%::} expect it was when he was Jgimd
2f getting his thoughts in order for his classﬂ he would pace up and down

jr’&\—v‘\}@i '{M‘A"‘%’ ey

the porch. (There was,‘a porch all the way across the frontj.{ i

rim, JVerV arﬁ’istocratlc gentle-
L sty
man,\ handsome. Dr. B)(rd -I-think-was much younger,\than any of the others.

‘S"’{F‘ fasc:.nate,, me 3 Semet’tme’s'f

il



H

I }
Hlag [y

he was teaching at the college or whether it was later\)ﬁdae%knﬁ%mg

k2 2N r&e*w&s L.denttuk now-whether- he—was*“manager”‘or*headwman
‘ 4 Qary | AL
Emily: Was thazt at Toano" 3 e f
\4\}""‘ o [&'e -b‘he P@{aw_] L AP S SNy
Miss Wynne-Roberts: No, it ‘down where the maze 134. ~it-was-

farther down. It 4/8 not far from the C. ‘,\&a:io ﬁtatlon
Emily: And the fresident, Dr. Tyler?

Miss Wynne-Roberts: T didn't know him quite as well, imsgifiay. But he was a

'
v;:ry appr;:hable person, veryé%w“ v,gé:géz_gice / Mr{s Tyler, his wife,
was lovelyec} & w&”"”“nzﬁ Wi uﬁ g( :

Emily:r—This-was-the-firstMrs. Tylé¥r. Didn*t he marry, didn't she die and-he-
ALY 7
MISE Wynne=Roberts: (’l‘hls is the first Mrs. Tyler) She was a very sweet

person and congenial. I don't remember anything in particular about himq

exceptrthat he was approchable~ As a little girl it never occurred to

TN
me to fpe standingy%awe of him. 1In fact, none of these gentlemen made me

feel that I couldn't go up and speak to them at any time.

>

Emily: Did the Tylers do much entertaining for the faculty or the town”s fe.o@(e 7
peopde® Or for students?
Miss Wynne-Roberts' Yes. But that I don t remember ‘too much about;\&'”

You prokably wouldn' t have been of: ythe age to have been directly concerned:—
%
§

N\ v

A s o f’*{hm&(‘ﬂ:{}b\‘f\

Emily: Well, now you said 1ast time that you went to the/tFemale In titute

as a young lady.

Miss Wynne-Roberts: Yes. That was a good many ye (after all these things

% 1 !
happened. I was a five-day boarder,\becaus:e We 1veﬁjout“ \;Ln the country.



I.came..in-and.-stayed-the-five days and then went home every-weekend.

R A

3
‘the men';students used to come over frequently and qerenade us.

t

i
3} ‘f/f,‘ $freh, o oot
The: ghad—?mandallns and guitars. You don't often see a mandglin.

5 P | Emily: ©No, you don't.
1 \er-Ro’berts And they were delightful. I don't know if T remember 5 Wells-
at Fred Gribblin who later became blshgp -He Was ~~*c;::e and
[
Wright ust don't remerrib/ep/tﬁ"e; al‘l.;;j:
They would stand t frgéih&"ﬁhe’;ad alizd Slng

e
foung ladies allowed %""‘% with the college men?

u[ : KNMM
T\ think they did. I don%t remember much abalt\fhe%,_
s ! 's 7L 5,’5"&,&W/
Qldme_l;l the girls™in Williamsburg go to é Female nst:.tute Or Wagw L/ @i
there public schools for them, too?
,lM;_’.ss Wynne-Roberts: No, not all of them. There were public schools £gr.-them.
Fal

“A 1good-many..of.-them-went, they were. day-students.

”\Mrsw%z@@@mm

AT

- ’r\/ﬁ' S TAV S
the Cfos\bwglfls from Toano. And theve-weterarg ~number from-away ftom

Williamsburg

(D

8.

. Some from Norfolk?an'df the Eastern Shore,and=T }MJ:{))
thinic-there-were-some. .ﬁnnf bilwhmond ~I—eanr-remember-but—I-kmow-£rom-—-

A prpr]@WamﬂNewportu Newswandmthe -Eastern:=Shore. Dr. Hunter was the

principal.. qr‘gv\%\ E‘Jones taughb e 2: i she was d:ei;ghtf\rl? an excellent
| a4 pe
teacher. Miss Whi“hegtaughtimusw and-she also pla ed the organ onmt»ime
‘,f: M:{"’? o M) s ! &
/ ; )\Lfﬁé V\l ,\}f {4 Z/VC wﬂ;w O
J.p Bruton. Z’n‘mftJ they had concerts{ Mar A ~ too /\mus»a:e,gvoca '
- B TR L A e S LA
lessons. She sang,\ L.don't. remember“mhatn it tf'/as fﬁeﬁ ng. Afterwa@d’# LA ALRATY

{

she was given some flowers. Somehow or other the order must have gotten

mixed up because it was a funeral Wreath)so all she did was to put it

it ﬁ / over her head., @ne=time-whilesI-was-thezre, 1»’%\0‘ lthany of the%’ young boys

L zZ

in Wllllameurg--my brother and some of the othei;lg--

o e S

they had g~ squirrely

and I had a squirrel, a gray squirrel, g nice pet. So I took it to the




‘ nstltute Wlth me. I had a box it stayed in at night )and my roommate
Mt o dien '

2 6u‘41~dn i ‘“&““ in the least bit. During the day I had to wear a sweater
"?ﬁw.

AN %)
with a big pocket}ffsﬁt—hat- the squirrel coudd go in the-pocket. Then

in the class building I put my squirrel *un&er%? in the desk and gave him a
Q nut or something. Sometimes he would come out and sit on, the desk. Miss
\\/*k\(qﬁ['%“é. W;f’géss said, Marguerlne, I don't mind you having that sqﬁirrel a5t as
| long as it doesn't disturb the other pupils. And apparently it didn't.
It didn't bother at all .” The squirrel stayed with me all the time. He
would come out and sit on the desk and look around
Emily: Did many of the students bring their pets to class with them?

Miss Wynne-Robterts: No, I think I was the only one.

Emily: T just wondered if that was a common occurrence or not.
W

Miss Wynne-Roberts. I think I was the only one that dJ.d Nobody seemed
TE‘ Sapids VQ t
L to mind. “q 4behaved hlmself
Qx T e e s .
———————————— Em : Well now whe ; you finished at the /ﬁ‘emale /institute ou couldn'sgo
PR coed /
p ) ’“W to /(Z/olleg because it wasn't,lceﬂeﬂ yet.
i, )
/)'%&/ﬂ/f Miss Wynne-Rob eris: wasn t ready to go to ¢011‘ege X I wgsh't old enough. I
A g/ “@7 went to Suar Halh 1n/ Stau 1ton.
0 4
\/M"Zg’ , "Emily: Wheny J:he legislature did allg
2 o FAE . 4 4

e
Emily: Just ):'66k~/it n s
i \
Miss Wynne—Roberts- Yes. Maybe 7ome of the young ‘men took kind of wondered

,/
;

L
N

o
/ about it. But I don't re7 ber any real/eﬁ@?&a%mn abouth\the whole thing.

L@WJ SpBAR T

N N
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Emily: Henew—rt-was—a_few—yeare—l-a‘eer apparent—l—y——ehat _*;/r(ou started comifig:.
~backsarid teach;mgx:m summer school before you came 'back full-time { is
that~right;)to teach.ﬁ‘"gfg And you said the other day,\ I was quite surprised
that you had men and women students in your dance classes. Would you
Phys. ed. : 7
talk a little bit about the ﬁﬁ department at the time!
Miss Wynne-Roberts: Welljyou see, they had qaf—ﬂeq_—a; courses for both men anel pﬂ L
MEUA T ’&W V\A Al/é o
and women in physical educatlon tralnlng to be teachers. - r/««K v %

wboF T oth 77—
Emily: This :Lsffw the West Law you j‘w.re talk:mg about &e wc{&& e A >

./. m
A L%
/Wxnne-Roberts: No, now the West Law , you ‘a{ e-uere@ the teachers in
hoolsatha-t-—wh@-fégch day the pupils in t\:\1e1r class would have gome

g/ kind of xerc:.se er“*s-ome—th&ng»d%ke*%hat These @re the teachexs who had; b

N
|

Emily: I 1nterrupted yountalking about the teacher ramn’:.ng

who AFLLE

Miss Wynne-Roberts: Well;thse teachers,tthat wgte in the clesses ‘zsena:c:.lzxai:élgM
PhaSE 1A, & ins L aourse ] f 148 u. i
the classes, they had to pass this Wesg Lavgi,a\ There was ,a hy ne class
Uit s, ““'}"”Lffz:f’ Cagges
along with the physical educitionapé tWo or three summers, I don't
~Th b WK oz
remember Whi.ch Maé—these« ang- older women., And as I said to my

& )
.., mother once, Some of these adi,es gre as old and older than you. I had

to be very careful to give %them a/ll gat was required and yet not do any-
AAsY /§ {AAA m / A "/g/c/\
thing that would be,/t] : wdo But we had/ 1ots of funyand
\ be&zbw%ﬂg@ VASNCL 00 A% 0 e

they entered intg it-—me‘st anywaye-and I woy 1d g1ve them littgle projects.
! A

They would usg’ their imagination. And it was, s I say, lots of fun. But
v ; _
they were duite serious gbout it)‘and I was, too. YThen the hyg‘ene part, L
whe
listened in on that Fhe doctor,lgave that so that incase for one time he

couldn't be there, I could carry on and also I could helpwith the tes§.

- ‘ en I came on the regular staff. Mr. Tucker-Jones was head of the department



[

Miss Wynne-Roberts: No, the West Law was for the ¢ lassrcom

teacbeﬁ?wbo each day cinducted the exercises in their
classroomib The women who were ic my class were the
classroom teachers who were required to tske the West
Law ccursegr—physical education and theory. The thecry
or hygiene was taught by a doctor. I listened in on
their classeso%p the event that the doctor was deé&}ned,@z
I took over)ané I also corrected test and €Xam papers,

My exercise classes were interesting and lots of fun
entd the teachers entered into it wholeheartedly., I
woulé give them little projects?and tkey would use their
imegination., Most members of the class were older women ,
and I had to give them all that was required and yet not
do snythihg which might be injurious to them. As I said
once to my mother some of the ladies were as old or
older than she.

Aftir teaching for bwo sumers I was asied to teach in
the regular session., Np. Tucker-Jones was head o?%he

department of physical educaticn for men mnd women &F thets Gine, ~—>
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p RATTY S

men. Some of the classes for men were held, in Blow

WkAg St AA PR .
gym.nasmm but there were some where Dhey had to work, together@andm:hey
Zoas ) W / % K)\ Lagssl “5

thenwthe,mezr»would,.ﬂ,cgr_g,et..over. Mr. Jones would conduct many of those

classes. But witlthe dancing )which was chiefly folk dencmg, I taught.
{?f‘\ o N ,
2 /1/ A4 S

And to help them limber-them up we would have other exeré.ises ant:’t‘““thihg& -

[}

Yikershat.’ The boys were lots of fun.g;g«'_,ﬁ»

Emily: Did they seem to mind taking dancing?

2t
WT f:m'fq«,& (Mtf:’ /;f

Miss Wynne-Roberts~ No, they didn't. I think the way we presented it was .5

A M waving
LA Wi they ﬁ@\é&\‘l@ . I remember one of the boys ,\rais-i:ng his arms “TiKe'this and
j.
' saying, I'11 be a butterfly before long. Then they had May Days then.
At F "Scrsp  Chendler
I had quite a lot to do with May Days. 4 fhat time A was teach:.ng the men ,
e ‘J\»«(W;b w

vﬁr”ﬂ &6 he would help out a great deal The men t-eay as far;as I,m concerned,
;’%ﬁ LH(/C ML AR g,ﬁ}fﬁ %
4hep just entered into it} Now What trouble f{»‘;\had with them, I don't
enbesad
know. But they just aéd»eé into it beautlfully) and I trled to have the
— *WVM »—*/_f‘_,f/” L2
dances that they would really enjoy and would be fun.?@}\ [énd also dances

that were typical of the perlo%thatwew&egemg —‘ee—*eeaehuthemg’

For some of the work they had to find out what }iifferent nationalities
>by o O A e

el Vﬁ:ﬁhﬁw would have
came to the United States /?frd;,the 1me andwwhatmthey ~did )andAeﬂte.t_m_thg

) 0'£ QOuvfse

-thetgoadances of those d:.fferent nations, Then 4we alwagrs had a }fayJole

@h\atn a8, just themwomen. The men didn't take part in the Iyﬁypole % LA ,>

Emily: How far ahead did you have to start plamning for the May Day?
on some o0 ! A SR a 4V
Miss Wynne-Roberts: Well, I would start 4the dances 'and»vﬁhingswllkeu ~thatxright
at the beginning of the year} /fhen for the second semester I'd give them
different projects to work on,\—eg the history and d:«hat./u VAL )"“31.,\/
Emily: So it was a learning lesson, &5 well as o ﬁ:&ae@b&

Miss Wynne-Roberts: Oh definitely, definitely. But it was lots of funQ 7

W(}f«d ey ]




o

‘ )
¢!¢ ? SEE

7 TV /f“ L
-And I think I told you sometimes on Saturday\fhe men would come over

s 8
off my feet today So I! d,giVe thegfg51t downy s—gdite-them someth&ngwtoméo)

»Aﬁ”wmkw‘ﬂo
and they'd make it up another time. TheyVEsE'very easy{toxfeqr don't

14
feetbakl‘ obs) and theyld say, Miss Wynne-Rpberts, the coach says keep the weight
o P y P 9
Y]

ever remember having any trouble with my students.

Emily: That's very good to say.
: ¢l fLeT
Miss WVnne-RobertS° I may have“f I don't remember. Sometimes there%ﬁi be
Fiuf‘\/A "

little thlngéﬂyou wished hadn t orssomething:like-that. T never felt

A

that it was worthwhile dwelling on the unpleasant things. Look for the

best in everybody and bring it out.

Eﬁily: Then that would be a good reason why you wouldn't remember any trouble

even if there had been any.

Miss Wynne-RobertS‘ Yes, I expect s0._ ?z;d of course when I was assistant
it it 4
deanqthingsjeame u % e had a very fine student?governmen /Knd many
#"{\ § g’a & fo
of those things fuwst would be passed on. @%d\ they would tolke. cnre d\p'}ﬁ’\ﬂ: “\ﬂ’l(,)
/ﬂt" l;. \s"\ ”
They'd come and talk to me about«&t)and I would give them any information
tiﬁ;kﬂkx s.dﬁ (S
I had. Theyqeeemed fode handleﬂhveé;

B

AyaEach dormitory had

RW >
house committee. They weee very fine, very fine Z}ﬁnﬂxﬂsko-v"person I

th'ds Myouwshould%trywtomseewinwregardwtOMthe%earlywye. §and“thatgs~

¥, should speak with him,

“ Miss Wynne-quert : I saw him 1é§t ye?£ ren they had this geﬁnion for the

k)

people wh ived in Williamsbuge before 1934. He, onf%he Sunaay morning

‘,«

‘§poke of the College
AN 7 ™,

held a s rvace over in the chapel aby 1ch time he
/
when he flrstxcam- and dlfferent stprles and redltlons. I spokeew1th

e

7
him after & ?t ‘and said,\this should be recorded.

£
7

Emily: wish I had been thefehﬁo.do it.

Mie§ Wynne-Roberts: --I wish you had....Oh, he just kind of laughed it off.
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n I spoke to Mrs Bently and told her that I thought hé should and

ashied

- : .
A fr - turn it on. R

while. And 1f you

r if she couldn t get a recorder And When he was taltking just

t he didn't thlnk that ‘was worthwhlle ::ut it is worth-

Emily: I ﬁpu}& like to.
Miss Wynne-Rbberts~ You might flnd oyt £from Mr. Lewis at Bruton when he might
be comln% to Williamsburg -

Emily: Yes he. would be“the one to call and ask. I'11l see what I can do

\about that.

He-is a-delightful person and so-is Mrs. Bag

a9 Wynne-Rebrerts:. .

% Let me back up just a minute and ask you about when you came back to
William and Mary full-timeX%hat it was that brought you back7

Miss Wynne-Roberts: <F-came-back, well voussee, I had been teachlngﬂthe

summer ﬂhd Mr. TuckerkJones just asked me to come back.
€.
J. A. C. Chandlexr a%&odand I think Dr. Hogk had a little something to do with it.

Emily: Now was this coming back or wag=this need for a woman phyg%eaé ed
bhe

teacher)was thlsﬂany way tied to.the.meed to the need for tralnlngAteache/s

A R o4 f,zv ol A o

S g 44,

Miss Wynne-Roberts: Yes, oh yes. Miss Barksdale was;mn the department tieﬂQE«Mas
as o ”‘b‘e&@he(\@ ’f ,

A —end 1t was training for physical education teachers ,

“&'[‘Qb%&t}l V ﬁ /5 g/’}ji’ ’z‘ i H _',

Emily: I think last time I asked you thls,athe part1c1pat1 n that you found oén v

'&G’Q_

the part of the girls. I was struck as I went through the Flat Hats and

the yearbooks that many of the leaders of women's student government in the

-
various capacities were often very active athletically)which is not true
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§:A today; particularly.

Miss Wynne-Roberts: No; I never thought of it in that way but they were.

Q%——eourse-)- there weren't so many women studentsf'%
‘x (
/i e they did take a very active part in physical education. It was required
magoe as well,
department) 4 fhat brought in

with other StodeqbsT
quite-a-bit many more. They had outside 1nf1uence4wh1ch brought them

for two years. And then having the

into the general fe&g—programbﬁbeeaﬂsg——we had basketball‘ Vehad {fa A S

~gducation and dancing) /ﬁ'rmr‘@rem%ad hqckey 3 m‘&Izau:er on we~hed

sﬂ

lﬁ cros,@ and tennis / Wekved some track and; bhemme«,-had horseback riding.
Emily: Swimming?
Miss Wynne-Roberts: Yes. They did their swimming in the little pool in
Jefferson)and I tell you, there were many fine swimmers trained in that

little pool. It was quite shallow at the shallow end and quite deep at

the deep end. There was a diving board. And the West Law people had to
Qs pert oF
take swimming, too, few their currlculumm péot that they ever taught it 3

d”@&mﬁ&o—@ @Q)
but it was,.\*fe% the general curriculum. Many of them hag* great storles

to tell about how they ean d;ve down to pick up a brick or%“p across
the pool)which was very smallfthot very wide. I'm always hearing stories
about what I made them do. I think we had a very good education program.
Mr. Tucker~Jones really was almost a perfectionist)and he wanted it done
just right. He was a great fencer)zand- he was the one who started the
{and ] “Hhets
-greak- fencing programg club here 4a*nj;} had both men and women. The men
did theirs over at Blow,and the women did theirs in Jefferson. He was
O s © spete
excellent at that/ﬂ\yie was extremely interested inwbE.

Emily: At one time you had a lady here who was extremely interested in hockey.



Miss

Emily: Still teaching hockey" S p

Miss

Emil

Miss

15

Yot VA 1%

’ ,» el

Wynne-Roberts: Oh, Miss Applebx'. She was simply dela«gh‘eful /

adsty she 'd--con

= /éa 3{;\&\ ﬁi‘f;C) € i s

special instruction), She was also extremely interested in English .ﬁaﬂ.k

"

dancing )and so we would have that in the evening very often.in Jefferson

gymnasium. The girls’ 1ov£d“' t)) and..they-would -just-come, 4) 11: wasn't
(’; ‘Af r , R n/“(“/‘t

Pt
W\“@:’% PP;Q'?R’{” ‘ ’ i {Lm,v“ P A
required. he had a hockey camp in the Poc'ﬁmo Mountalns;)\and we
would take a good many of our studepts up to tha‘t They would go from
ey ’,//;/u&f‘{ L,&,« AL {*“
Sweet Brlqr and West /I‘Iampton and 'aliwaround ¢ She{;, called the ones from

e«
V:.rglm.a, now Virginia ﬂreepers, speed up[ A:n&wshe«was -as—-actives one

3‘:\«\/2
of the last times that I went up to the camp I think she was about. 8&@@ ©

@}é‘” ‘;\7',# f -“l\ EN “\-u";.}-w .,,l;x; ;(’“ Vi w”’"\ ¢
Wynne-~-Roberts: [x-Aﬁ still teaching,and stidd=teaching eountry dancing.

N

She-sould_come- .‘ea:man&“‘she would bring teachers from England -te whom
A4 L

she knew)aﬂd-kadmand they would do ; : "C”of the coaching. It was really

very interestingsnd = sgb\enc‘_fé Goutse .

y: How was it that she happened to come to William and Mary? Was she a

friend of yours?

Wynne-Roberts: No, not necessar:.ly) #ut it was becausex of her hockey
L Xy f;r
camp and the instructors from all the dlfferent collegesAknew of her. We

‘—\v

zP:a"é:ﬁ "ﬁr

wordd 1nviteg; her dewa to William and Maryf W I visited her ever in

England. She lives quite near the New Forest in England jamd I visited
2o - f&cm YIS
her there once or twice. I haven't heafrdfirher recently. The last time
a. hondped, DO x

A,
I had word of her I th::nk she was over,\‘l:ee?aé still actlve ;\not teaching,
mtwm-l»hgmngwammd. \Of course) the horseback riding, that was another
i b3
thing that was brought in later on. They had very nice horses. WMr. I% er

was in charge of those. The new part of the campus was woods and we had

@),xl,(‘f& /\_',,

bridle paths all azeund there.
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Were the
Emily:,(‘bﬁ:b?stables down there, too? .
wheie

(4
e

Miss Wynne-Roberts- Yes. The stables ‘were fhe Common Glory off:.ces are. % ”{,4

HAp hmAag JAAML W Mgae bt -
’lihey‘“h&éwfthemfé.me-l«ewﬂ-ght outs;.%ohihenotherwbﬂlld&ngs 5 Weg lgﬁ, : A \

somewafwthe«,spe&z:a-l—;pﬁw‘ot_ah&,n»requlrements ~for-riding. Iserridings#

They would go aut‘*'lnto A the woods on the bridle paths. “Eithink-itls-a

shame..that-they..donlt.have.those-horses -because .that.was-lots~of-fun.

Things. thatkcan-think-of-now;-unless-«you-hawve-some~questions. -
Emily: Moving from the phy%)ed@department to women's life in general,-what
mmfwi:a—k—evea%e—-éhis was before you became assistant dean I

whab sovt o saclal evepts
knowyewere there for the girls at the time? Were there teas and dances

perhaps? >

ane~Roberts+—You-mean-before-I-became-assistant.deanl

Emitys— e —F-dont-knows-you-might--not-even-remember—3 ything“"m partlcular.

i & ’;,v‘e»,-,-vlr”

Miss Wynne-Robegts: Well, i\t seemed as though ther weme always ﬁh:mg"s going &,

- 5 SRR &
on. There«wexe 1 tures%fmd therevwere pla s.g.

-the-chapel. at-th¢ “Ween- Bu:.].d:.ng Waes
where“they-had..the ,,,.,facuvl«tymmee@i v-s»».-m=¥hatw!.gsagvtwhe:e;;:‘4sth;ey:»: gav/ethe:.r

rlays:.and-.their. concer -and.; t Ings: Like. that. 'Ehey»weﬂre%dtswﬁzfnn
They..had- de%rghtful**glaysw q d “concerks . I,!.maz\ﬁ,suaze«va‘«thernewwzfewl@@swoiw.
15

~things. One thing that ;rember 4that the sororities would be in-

would go to

vited v‘. one—time ¢ one;‘/ e\&ning.o have supper)or the
Fi \

,

one person'}i houge and /have ) e first\course. Then ’ey would move on.
/ - i
. . /. , . ing that ,
It was k:.nd 0 progrfss:.ve. And I think“hey had /}bads of fun,‘

Emily: Were thése town@svpeoples houi;:hey wend to? l,!

‘Miss Wynne-BOberts: /th:.nk usually people who were onnected Wlth the /Qollege&

, »

a fgtulty wife oxr some\thing 11ke that-?not necessa 1y\helong1 g to the

J/

rority} /But knowing som/e/ of the girls and being 1nterest9& in them.

Maybe one or two of the /1{ belonged to a sorority. But the/y would do that

5,
hN
.
.

.
-~

o et -



(e 4

<At that time the auditorium, where meetings, plays, etc.
were held was in the wing of the Wren Building where the

chapel is now.) ./f>
T~ T -

inhere was a pleasant soclal life for the students, such
as dances, picunics, teas:?gotillions. Faculty members and
their wives oftem participated. One thing which I remember
was the sorority progressive parties or suppergﬂ Perhaps
once a sememter, at which time they would be invited by
an advisor, memben)q% friend living in town. The group
would go to one home for the first course, then progress
to the next home for the second eeurse, and so on. The

sprorities in those days were not as large as today.

w/
(Also, Prhi Beta Xappa day Ras always a very special occasion.)
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P
) | N/ v
and they ould have a progresswe\,supper which always. ) 'l./.'/T ;:hi’ he efudents
f, .
enjoyes ve v fuch. And the sordrities weren't as lar are now and
': it could ne.
O Emily: ¥ ldn’ do i : *
NS y: ou conldn o it now.

Miss Wynne-Roberts: Hke you a sorority

%/N/é Emily:+—No;*I'm-not.

o | = 5
x)i /' Miss Wynne No, \1 ‘o't think the couldfé‘&it, now because there are
._.’éi\ . '»' % I x\‘ /’ i‘.__’ ‘f‘
o , . large a groupy\ | Lo
N ‘ \ 3%6'”&* NE )

> 1 Emily: There we:ee~also a::lot of/danges, cotilllonsa/r)d card partles,fO

A
\
Miss Wynne-Roberts: :;Yesx? I/think there\was alwaya something going on like

\.
A,

that. And dgrcesd - s \

“i

Emily: To whixg:ﬁ} e faculty would have been Yavited, perhaps‘7

‘3 b AR

Miss Wynne-Ropérts: Yes}ﬁ ;(nd receptions. @n PIN, Betéa Kappa Day,,‘ &ﬁ%&t

was Adlways a very special occas:.on ';hey -always\had-receptionsg very

e /-special.

Emily: 4~]':—know-you mentioned sororities. Did they have their own houses

before sororlty court was constructed‘? S

s

{ Do you remember”
Miss Wynne-Roberts: I don't think they did.  E:-think:they-metinrdifferent

classreomswor.maybe-in-the . living room- of .one..of the. dorm:u:orles -or--something:
f’h e

ofthatigort. I can't answer that. I just never / ea&I”y }thought smach

Aboutdty”
e
Emily: It was not until4you beame assistant dean that you were directly con-

cerned with the sororities, is that right? e
z(s::»_ L

Miss Wynne-Roberts: That's right. Ididg ghe sororities were always very nice
=

Lo-me. One-sorerity:invited.me .,.,tp_,vv(b_e_ciame.-as:member. They would have-




the others 1ived g,nr—other~dormitories ~But.-some..o£__them—ZLi:\Led,.,bxg: I
/

e T——

m..f*"‘

jast ~don't recall where all of them were(.w
Emily: While wer weére on the subject of sororities, after you became assistant
dean you had charge, I think, of watching out that they obeyed such
things as rush rules, is that correct?
D&swﬂwaewkﬁb‘em“““@anh’e%hmc
Emily:e-PantretTinte €60 ’“‘o"‘ve“rwthat .

*N/?‘*\ e
Miss Wynne-Roberts (} Panhellarnlc did that. I had to be very, very careful

in working with sororities because you couldn't show an}ﬁ;artlality

Whatsoever ,And I never wanted to be in that position. -BSewb-=yerked

aleng—with-themsasg- theywwwere«wcall,imdex;tthe”’same Tevel, “asiitewents

Each dormiber y aad scrority hed & hov@em csth ei“
o dyﬂwkiﬂ ‘n..Wlth'&* thegg H Theyyﬁallq-hadm h@use-—mothegwmlheymhadwaliu

iann¢¢1 the Mmesls, ((Jm’»j Yiose [ \/anﬁ

vey had a cook. The house mothers

»\ ‘d’\chous‘_ aTe there. The Ll &4 ‘o 3@4\((‘("&,‘:-‘5 '>/u:{ dOV‘m“tO«“.es
vThey*had the same social rules aﬁd regulations—ad the" -dormitoriess

m.a..w—«-—— i i et e, L

Emily: Do you remember specifically some of these social regulations~--this

<

in
is just, the ’203 and the §Os——that the girls hadﬂftimes that they could datw

and couldn't date?

Miss Wynne-Roberts: They could date during the day. All the dormitonies ,;w L3 ‘"7
s o%‘ COWSE )

llosed at ten o'clock. q;t there was a dance or if.there-was something

Vi s SEVa CThere was

B

special tﬂ/maL e'nt on after that hour, they would sign outr. ‘They'ld-—sign a

little b%ok in the hall where they would sign ‘out as to where they would
? ’?;

be and/%who they wege go1ng0wrti‘r <and aTT that. Then they would come in

2 AN

¥ =

/\,ﬁ«
at the certain time they»were..to..comexdn, depending upon the occas1on)‘v

realtly. They had a dance every Saturday night. I think I would be quite



-
“\\»-,.

Emﬂy v Fhatte-what-E-was going-to-asky where-the: osrchestrawcame fa:cm.

19

qu¥E® wealthy if I-h&g¢ had fifty cents or a dollar for every dance I
attended. But that was just part of my duty, you see. They were held
over in Blow §ymnas fum, |

Emily: Would you ie formally dressed for this?

Miss WynneBRoberts: Yes, yes), indeed. The girls had escorts)and there were

lots of stags. .Amd I used to tell the stags that I thought they were ver, J

unkind: ?here were so many girls over in the dorm:.tory who Would loye to
‘/V’Q i/g:wf&{ %‘}%gy /’m{;-(‘{ («/“iv AL o

be dancing and here they were just as stags. ﬁi’iﬂkthe‘ girlswexe- oftertg
Fue i jy [ty £ sl
had a certain cornerﬁthey would g0 ok} Theymw&d ﬁﬂfanc, 5
dance:wasover-they-would=go. ,:,mcar\ner/g/ so the next’ ersm W@ﬁ&‘_d danee

The“xw_hadwcarés,\ :,1: was a card dance~ 'I’hgﬁu«,»i:he-mnextwipens&m»mu&dxsdmw
which..corner Lo..go..to.to-findwthem., -It. t.saved;,f,,a@otmo;ﬁmtime. Every now
and then they wouldn't get to their corner erysomething. I remember once
or twice a boy would come up to me and say;,”Miss Wynne-Roberts, have you

seen so-and-so. I can't find her, she's not over there where she should

b}

o il
be. They:werexlotsof:fun. }fhen the leap yearﬂ” the g:.rls would 1nv1teﬁz

A
the boys. Then there was a stag line of girls. And the boys would say,«ia;; A2

A% uyzfm ay ]
n;ywword they .certainty were worn out because they werep %tagged ’it waska

54 astAd tag dancef: , Ieswas—tots-of«fun. It was quite rare when a girl and her

escort did not een do‘wn the receiving 1:'Lneq *A:‘s*wtlmy ‘came: in ey would,
i I ;(f o

.-‘»'

come:. righyon in. Sometimes I was the only one there )but they would come

right—in and say good evening ng?lt was just a custom And they n*e:verg&

thought of not d01ng it. If they had card dances, the cards we:ewﬁsé ftwn S

made out in advance. And: the SO W

PR

girlwas »he waswsu‘pposed- to:be-dancing with. . And dshm the stags-could /.,

w,/&er~~«ansi¥...1:ag~ the orchestra was usually a cellege otchbestraﬁ@
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;éad’for very special dances they would ‘get an out®of-town orchestra.

Emily: I know there were rules about such things as girls going past the
Strect,
first block of Duke of Gloucester,‘ Why would this have been necessary.

Miss Wynne-Roberts: Isn't that strange.~-I don't recall that.

vt’.:’

TE they Were go:Lng Wlth a young man who was not a

they signedg out.
A assb)
William and Mary student /f;‘them hhgyvmould 31%1%and he would have a
A ’ ‘,3}{, ‘zyws«
social card g:.ven to h:.mfgS «Eﬂeymere not allowed to ride in cars

o

unless they hayg special permission, written pemissi,on) from their parents

Emily: Did:;ny of them have it, do you remember?
Wynne-Roberts: Quite a numberjf Qui;t;emamumber {mﬂuw@swewadays

T yould-seeVEry-fewr—But~they-always-had-a-good-time: Then{duri | 1 “‘
—— 7

L i E‘&é 3
& e “down there \maybe one or two a year. They would send flames and heights 3
[é&\d—‘ﬂ\ed:(

71
/" and the girls a{so sent their heights. And veryOften they,‘were talle,q

/
than they really wege because they didn't wafit to be with someone who

% /ﬁorld faryyou see ))Fort Eustis Mheywcame up and arranged to-have a dance

was not taller than thdy.
4t byche'r

1 Were you the one who haX to}natc Up the people,\undw height?

th a group of students who worked it out.

;MlSS Wynae-Roberts: Yes, I did it

Then when they knew just ho# man: \girls were going )then the officer in

7 charge would come up and asked where\they would pick these girls up and

for them. They always assembled in Barretgéiand

-tha® they would call

they would have/the buses for the girls and hey would get onfand they

would meet fheir escort when they got down to Eigtis. -The-weason.you..

ink it was 25 miles per hour that the buseg could travel. So

5@ L
whap/they would do, they would find out exactly where the bus was to be

and then they would drive down to Eustis where—the-hattwas—su—="

Yoaded ;
where the dance was supposed tov be to f£ind out exactly how much time it would




Miss Wynne-Roberts: Wuite a mumber.
During the war period many men from Fort Bustis,

Cemp Peary, Yorktown, and other military establishments
dated the Willlem and Mery girls. Fort Hustis held two
or three dances to which the William and Mary gils were
invited. The'i&rls would sign up and give their height,
sometimes an inch or two taller to be certain of having
a vartner taller than they. 1 then let Eustis know how
many wished to attend)and they in turn went me a list of
the men with their heights. I would, with the help of
several girls, pair them off gand return the completed
list to the officer in charge. The girls went down in a
Fort Zustis bus leaving from Barrett Hall. The buses
buses were not allowed to travel ﬁbre than 25 M.p.h. He=s
Therefore in order to be on time an officer the cay

“eef; before drove that speed from Barrett to the dance hall,
I wrs trem told at what time they wished to leave Barretbe-
army precisionf?, well-mlanned;~énd I believe the girls
always had an enjoyable evening.

“here were no dances at Camp Peary}but arrangements

were made with the college for them tb hold onre in Blow

Gymnasium,

ASA
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N
51
v

takd, And then they'd come and tell me, Well; we'd like to pick the

girls up\agt such-and-such a time,because the dance started g¥ such-and-

;!
such a time.

j Emily: That was wellNplanned.

f Miss Wynne-Roberts- Well -lanned And.-I-thinkfhe glrls always. had a.-yer
2N : i N

tegogf i thexe,bui thefﬂnupg men.
sofe 1 »w«émmwn 3

«nlce“tlme.g Anﬁ Camp- Pen ﬂ hey di

g AR L
i%ﬁ)ﬁﬁ i?

gf;“ st o
do remember one. The,'-ecorated the gwm to look like a ship. fI was ks
g N g

talking to one of-the young men and he lat hed and said} I have never been

Novaton

were -SoMe’ who had beenwon,#saw Butwit«waamvery ah ewa ﬁbeautlfully done.

Emily: ~These dances you are talklng about now were durlng nsrld War II?

e ey

\ Mifs Wynne-Roberts: Yes.
W A

Emily: Did the girls pretty much obey the rules? Did they look upon them

with respect?

Miss Wynne-Roberts: Yes>they did. We had very few who broke the rules. And

J%

sometimes if they were broken they Wereﬁ?one quite innocently, 3ast“af §
£,

{ﬁ’ mlsgunderstandlngggxnsomethxng No, the students respected the rules and

regulations. They had a part in making the rules, to a point. The)ﬂ%llege
b & fmﬂi 1. &

S

They were very good about conforming.

it

rﬁpp,leave. So she never had to say to them that it was time to lea




AlA

4? An amusing incident: when i1t was tine for the dormitory
to close ané guests to 1eav§?Mrs. Campbell, housemother
in Barrett, gave a signal by tinkling & little bell.
There was one special guest--a pretty black and white
setter, a campus pet dog)whb came each evening to Barrett
and lay cdown in the lounge. When the bell rang he would
go to the door snd wait to be let out. After perhaps a
year he Ffound a soung companion who often came with him.
Sometime later the old dog died but the young one carried
on the tradition. They were never fed in the dorm, only

petted,



4 —
/ 4jusi this little-betE:r And there was a campus dog who loved come to
f Barrett. used to come over and go into the loun When that bell

rang # that dog gok up and went to the door waited. About a year before

he died #he had a young dog who'd ceofie with him. And after this first

e ot e e

dog's deathg this young do ) ‘d\exactly the same thing. They really were,#

- .

ould-~coie.in.in. the. evening. . -Somebody was Va 0

interesting to seej

B

e

“would-be-there-at-the do6t and would come in and go into o

'\

.the-lobb -ﬂr‘-1founge ’*‘“’”“""ITI’éEg when Mrs. Campbell rang th\ebe the

s would get up,but the dog

K

coming -in--and. Jx

e
T

e

v

!
Emily: “So now if dates didn't come to the dorms where was there in W);lliamsburg

that they could go?

Miss Wynne-Roberts: I«Tel»&*;»»mheay*!rdwg»@x‘.»t»@w=tbe;;mev§:@§::.~,czﬁﬁ‘ﬁha»t»!swfﬁ iy, you'd think

I'd- Egm@mbﬁanﬂaiy]mtha?; B!as;a ;they went to the movies {andmthe(ym %eo to the

fraternity houses and;%ﬁtﬁpe sorority houses. They might go and call on
some of their town fr:l.ends

Emily: Go to college functions?

Miss Wynne-Roberts: All the college functions, yes. And the basketball games
Zp in Blow §ymnasium.

Emily: Were the football games a big thing back then? ""ﬁ

ing A7
ad, many, nor track. Tennis % 2 certain number wodld be 1nterested4 % &

‘.r"/’ s ) % \ ; . il"’“’
o~recall-thosey-but-somehow. { LA f&%@‘@fﬁ%‘#ﬁ? }%*/@
11
Emil»yu:wYou'rew 2 lllwg”pretfy"‘"vvelr L *sh 1d. think. ‘%’x ' : 7,
g ’ji” /”Viﬂ’
o% was in charge of the summer school e ”"“wé%

RS >

Y

\

n,
e



Miss Wynne-Roberts: Yes, I think all the sports were--football
games, basketball gemes, basebgll. I don't know that
swimming attiacted as many, nor track. Tennis a certain
number would be interested in, and at one time fencing
matches and roller skating were offered.

When Dr. Hoke was in charge of the summer school (two
years I remember) he got a ferry boat.on a Saturday for
a trip up the James River leaving from the ferry wharf.
The students would sign vp 1f they wished to go. There

Way s
wWas a large group. The dining hall would provide
the lunch, and there was dways enough for a snack supper.
A portable organ was baken along, so there was much sing=-
ing and dancing. On the wey up they stoprped at Berkeley
and Westover ylantations. These were delightful days)
anc everyone enjoyed these trips. <%

Another soclal activity was a wé%ermelon feast on
Barrett Fall porch, Tte dining hall would provide water-
melons, a table, large knéves, andé a tray to cut the melons
on. These were held soon after supper for both men and
women studentsg and any who had dates. These "fessts™
were not frequent, psrhaps one or two a sumner and not ==
every summer,

To go back to the war there were at Fort Zustis, Camp
Feary, and the other military establishments men whom the
students knew at home or whom they met through friends.

a

However, before cating a iirl each man hed tc have a

social card. There was a form in my office which they

were required to i1ll out. Before leaving the cormitory

the girl would sign our in her dormitory book as was the

custom.

SRA



carving kni es)and weld cut Eh\V,and the studenty’ would come and get a

eople didn't throw thete

things 11 over the place like they do _sow. That used to be lots of

summer.)/We'd hade delicious

waterme ons .

Anybody and everypody, allﬂﬁté*é%udents could come, both

men and women. I think usually it was the gi.ls and then the boys who

had dates. Sometimes oth€r boys would come ove: I think they knew

some of the glrls. t they were lots of fun. Th t would be 1n the evenlng J

OX
/*"u
‘/ﬁuhw#uﬂbﬂimwugotmkhelr»secialwca
' o

reme er one time «~thats

had very strict relatmons as to how low they could fly. One afternoon
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e : ‘ ORNA-
thdés plane eamenandw&gdwas flying sollogj ’ff’la@@ k%ﬁ%:mnly the sunken
Q@L 6 AN # TP
arden but arvound the dormltoryfwﬁartlcularlxtBarrett Well, 1t was

=

eported to Langley that-there-was—a Plme. What happened was that this
v@

young man had been dating a girl in Barrett

s (Yoo

5 pehe thought he'd come

up and let her know that he was around.. Unfortunately for her, she was
s ! ]

¥

in the infirmary and didn't ﬁnow anythin§>about £.  But she heard

£
4

£ "',i‘
about=it soon after because Whezdthe young jman gem ﬁback_ané 1anded.l%@gg¢§fé@4
*C; {& 4 PR SR o
%&%%@}ké he was approached%and
¢ 3
snmeﬂﬁmmeTmsevexe&rmeek%;“‘w

pose. But-he.came.up--and
BntWtha#&swwhaﬁwhedmha@@engémggmh&m.

Emily: I want to ask you more about the war later. Talking about the rules,
now if a girl broke a rule, did this go first to the girl's discipline
organization{fthe honor council or the dorm councii)and then to you,
or did it go directly to you?

Miss Wynne-Roberts: It all depended upon how it came up. Sometimes the-girls-

~themselves,-the council would know about 1t)and they would hand e it
and I'aw

a’ﬁm a? s,
right away. Sometimes it would co to my attention i
b8 T g ) d : i
f‘%vi LS LS GE ‘
it to them. LIt just dependedﬁonww kil wasuand how it came up.
WSt Mf?" Ry
But[Ghey were very good in seeing that their regulatlons were conformed/ s,

to and that t 1e sgudents abided by them.g Andwthen éﬁeo_ s1d be.put 7, *‘ ‘ Ly

"’?

ome of them. If I had one of t

§~-they always had

But I expect you have

ave recalled some.

y: Ihave.

™ ’
Miss Wynne-Roberts:_ﬁI remember one time when I came up to the office in the
£

morningg/ I was tokd that some group of students from Chandler Hall
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Ha¥1 had come to Barrett after the dormitory was close /)a,nﬁg};v,gfthey;ﬂdidn“'t

kn%r how they got inf‘;‘?”"%egn couldn't find out. Nobody in Barrett

«12"’-

seemed to have let them in. They.didnle-know, w% they asked me if I

would talk to the girls, So I asked the house president and some of the

rt was
others to come over and see me)whlch they did. I %ust sa:.d that,‘th-ey%
é"‘; r“,.‘«ﬁ b

reported they were in Barrett Hall afi:er,?;E

get in? Well they kindwef-looked around at each othe%endweicea-t
quite—certain. They didn't say very much. And I said, él:id you come
through the tunnel?” Well, if you could have seen the e§;pression on.
their fa.cesf7 4nd T sai.d,’@}%ou know it's very dangerous because all the
hot pipes go through therej“ -»Acné%msaé:d?gou could vewp-easily get
burned.)j@‘he pathway through is very smailswﬁéﬁ&‘?é% finally they said,
fi"[iss Wynne-Roberts, how did you know about that tunnel? ”Amé’ I said,

&t
well, I felt that, as I am more or less in charge of the dorm:.torles,
e

pil n-i e
ané~garrert-the® I should know a little something about this structure 3 ’j

k“?m ?’

1

i

adsomdfanything.wept-weong..L.aight-be~able-to~tell-maintenancejust

vhat-happened 4%,Mhegem\towg, ve.. then: s::me.smdne‘a Am&Mwsade. as a matter
EhP ok =

of fact, I've seen ew}sw of these tunnels. B@t%pmsmon on.those

giplstfaces—when--E-mentioned-dit, 4 , ,

Emily: Was this the only time that ever hapﬁened?
%

That was g€ .slw! DA ] ;
4 '?'t‘he J{({)f]y t1meﬁ ﬁ{nd appaxeni«&»m there was a door in
Chandler that led tof.a;v' ) Irtwhad been; laockefd and they
VO Watef fss A

Miss Wynne-Roberts:

‘%

&b

came on through to Barrett.
Emily: T have lots more questions to ask youjbut I feel like we've gone on

long enough today. I wonder if I could come back another time and ask

?
some more.

Miss Wynne-Roberts: Yes.



