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February 21, 1975

':f;h,eve_ wWas o (343 'he\‘e
Emily: When you first came to William and Maryﬂwho I think was.dean of women

i ie
%5 v \ called Miss Bessy Porter Taylor. How was it that you came to replace her?
( f\‘“’,«;”;
| " M&ss Wynne-Roberts: .I'm-not.certain whether -she retired or whether she

\%w’(,,, NN L

passed awayp, thattsterribies

/@G went~to England-and-was-there-a year, T left physical education and |

\

went~to-England:—-And- when I came- back I didn't quite know what I was

going -to-.dos-And-we- had a summer place up in New Hampsh:l.;re and T was
M

Dr.. Hoqlg)wl{o was dean of ,1

i_g_ up~there-and was. coming ,ha,ck ‘.inv -September.

?5’ Lond J 7 N s
7 the summer school 4 dean of the college, he got j.;j%.\-jtouch with me and /

f‘:{;’gfﬁ/ \ }j‘
s }{& asked me not to make any plans Qr commitments until- I got home/q /(nd ‘
A !
b |

to come and see h::m. So when I got“home I got in tou’qh with him and

‘ K M
“E made an appointment to see him,and I was asked to become assistant dean!

o ‘e
E and take Miss Bessjr Porter Taylor's place. And that's the way it .

g‘ws tarted

NN ARt

~Emilyr—Thattsthe way 1t 311 bégan.
-Miss-Wynne-Roberts:.. That!s the. way.it-all-began.

Emily: And this was during the Depression, T believe. ~Because I think I

-Miss--Wynne-Roberts: It was’34. I came in September of 1934,
e
Emily: You came at the same time as John St;qart Bryan then? Dr. Chandler

&GB had just died. ]

.

Miss Wynne-Roberts: Y‘e§< Now..there~ a%,a'm *I~n4 npot-eertain- ofwt\\ e~date™

whethe@r fzrst yeahs\assz.stant dean W s”%"”m’%ﬁ or 34 35.\; S0
<

I“weul&“ﬁ:kefmf;oummmkook th\t ,upmandw see- Wh18h~1was ~correct.

Emlly- '11 stralghten -dt-out,

Miss Wynne-Robe,r:ts*w AT pight. 3
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Miss Wynne-Roberts: Miss Bessie Porter Taylor retired.. I had been in
England for a yea?yand on my return in the swmmer of 193l Dean Hoke
asked that I make no commitments before talking with him. There-
fore on my return home I arranged for an appoiniment with Dean Hoke.

It was then that he offered me the position of assistant dean of

5
women, which I accepted al of September 1934.

26B

Miss Wynne-Roberts: Yes, Dr. Chandler had recently diedjand Dean Hoke
was: assuming the duties of president until Mr. John Stewart Bryan,

the newly appointed president, came.
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/ﬁmily: Before he died, Dr. Chandler had made a statement that I copied

down and I want to read it to you and see if you remembered this

having a bearing on the effect of the woman. He had been complaining

to the Board. This was about the time where he was having a lot of
trouble with the men students. They were striking and having food riots
in the dining hall and such. He made this statement to the Board. He

said, "The emancipation of women has produced an unsatisfactory attitude

on the part of men towards the women and a spirit on the part of women

that is not desirable." Do you remember anything that would have

reflected such a sentiment?

L
i

? Miss Wynne-Roberts: I don't recall anything in particular.

{
y
i Emily: Do you know of any reason why it was that the women wouldn't have

]
|
|
|

been giving the trouble to the men more at this time? Because you

know that Dr. Chandler had expelled quite a number of men.

4 Miss Wynne-Roberts: WNo, except the women more or less accepted things and

went alogg& ;%?ere was a way of life to follow and they weren't going

e out on & 4umb-as shey were.

R o A b5 AT A g,

Emily: T believe you said last time you found the women students easy to work

with.

Miss Wynne-Roberts: Yes, I did. I don't know how it came about’but I always
willing :
felt if you were i to sit down and talk to students amd get théir
X 7 e vy cws k / ®
point of view and exchange%éﬁxfpwithwthem, you got along much better.. ._
~Amt always looking for the best in everybody. Amﬂggf things didn't go

quite right, well, don't dwell on all the unpleasant things! 4@~ just )

ik P
s - /,"  tpde
expect the best of everybody)and nine times out of ten you'll get éﬁm%§%&4Afaﬁﬁég;5i4?
) pra / .
4&5??£;

Ved) A

;v'\ .
gﬁﬁhif you have several students together, well, there maﬂbe one or two

in the group who are opposed to almost everythingiqvﬁut you'll find that
$or Bhe cocd. '
the majority will have the influencheﬁ—fhe—g;oup—and the best will come oCbt,
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;
7

'f e
e you a very clear NleW qggrt ard

their estlmate o@ the way I worked might be qul%e different. They
\

‘ might not always agree.
Nl

Emily: -As—E-seid,—that's.-what-makes—it—interesting—to-get-peoplets-viewpoints .

4iso~just about this time was when the Restoration was really getting

<
=

started. Did this change social patterns at all? It gave a couple

more places for students to go.
SIS

Miss dyége—Roberts: Ft-wass. I think it was just about that time that

/’Colonial Williamsburg gave to the students,-theyhad™a reception party
down at the Capitoh@(i@be&&evew%heywsaillmdo%and introduced them to
Colonial Williamsburg)as it were., And I think that that, although the
students as we saﬂ that before the students didn't always use ther D ai
accgndsmiﬁgﬁany manner of means. But it gave them a feeling of being

a part of the community.

T T, o 1ot Lﬂe,, I\W)'\uu-
Emily: I was rather amused to find that Whenqthe—ﬁedgeawheamit opened«was v
thought of as the/?en of ;hiquity. v
o \uT

Miss Wynne-Roberts: Yes. There again, I don't«suppose it was.

Emily: I think it was that the girls could smoke there or could drink
there. I forget which--one of the two. And apparently at this time”
there was a very definite feeling against girls smoking. It was one
of the rules. William and Mary girls could not smoke in public.

Miss Wynne-Roberts: That's right.

Cward
Emily: The attltudegaapparentlyz@was extremely negative tq4that

Mg s Wynne-Roberts?}Qﬁﬁng%F one time there was a great war cryﬁ‘ﬁheyﬁwanaed
M,

beer. During the summer;hpfefggeer %e arr nged for beer to be sold
i st

in the cafeterla, a8 certaln percentage g%x was within the law. ket

nk

. \,; M

K\i‘ﬁ was there when they in' September.
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Miss Wynne-Roberts: Colonial Williamsburg had an evening reception at
the Capitol during the orientation period for the new students, at
which time each student was given a2 complimentary ticket of admission

] to all exhibition buildings. Although many students did not use the
card, having a ticket gave them the feeling of being a part of the -

communi ty.
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They-didn t-bother-withuthenideay=iidey-littlesof-their-great-oukcry

Erom—the Year=before. Mr. Duke had done what he could to answer their

request as it were, tﬂéigﬁggigs»§a&“they didn't take advantage of it.
e Ravd
Emily: What would have been the attitude, say, tgzz woman student whe-was

e
-
who would have gone to the cafeteria to buy beer. Would there have

been no notice of it?
perteolse

"Miss Wynne-Roberts: Nodnoticqﬁof-itf— I'm sure that many of the women

- > o [ew
students«we%%, w%fze not going to i@l%zin that pattern., But if one

person wanted to do it, as long as she didn't go overboard)as it were
with it, they didn't exactly condemn her) ‘#ut¢they didn't go along with her.
Emily: What about smoking? You were talking around the time of say,"

World War II,

Miss Wynne~-Roberts: I don't recall very much about that;:
%”%ié women students may have had some regulation about it. I jes# don't
recall,
Emily: It would not have been a very significant thing, I'm sure to you.

Miss WynnejRoberts: I don't think so.

Emily: Thwrﬁfﬁuﬂwrasking”yuggb I think last time I asked about flaces for
students to ngggfore the war and then after the war students were
always complaining that they didn't have a student activities building.
Do you think this would have helped the studenté;_pzzticularly I'm
thinking as I move to the topic of World War I%EJgééasplace to have peen
entertained’

Miss Wynne-Roberts: It may have,but I don't feel that it waé;~.¢hey had
places to go,and they had their living rooms in all the dormitories and

the. e VIsAL

~D» their sorority Eégses and §#,f atipnity lodges. Theymhadat?rtain f%iﬁﬁﬁi/agﬁ

owmhhatmitmm@u&dwbaveﬁﬁmﬁ£z§9&E§g§~

%ﬂ? times when they could go f\ A b
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-Of-coursestherels-alvays-a-group-who-ispushing hard-and then others--

Yustokind=of

Emily: I mentioned World War II) and last time you were telling about how

- o
well-planned the Fort Eustis and Camp Pexry dances were. What was the
effect of having millions of servicemen here in the area of what was a
very small town at the time? Were there gjiot of servicemen who came

to town?

Miss Wynne-Roberts: Oh)a great many. Aﬂ&“%heymwau&d i&wmﬁb;L seems to e ) '

A L5
NS ¥ AE
1m?ﬂﬁmwrwvﬁid“€bméﬁ~0amp Peq;y menwmeme?%han the Fort Eustis men.

Lmenld

Am@wChoW@lngs Tavern Wasyancentral meeting place for the Camp Peqry
A pu 4 BN )
| 1m1 :

, . e
Now I @em@~< - sl i

t the students going there)ﬁ #u@w@he Camp
D
Pgaxy men would come up every evenlngaand B8y stayed em late. I
had a servant who used to come down around seven o clock%%%ﬁ?she walked

as ﬁw;
down the Duke of Gloucester Street and alwaysﬁﬁhe Chcwnings Tavern,@»ﬁﬂ% WJ§££

P

<;unaqmm“ﬁha@wsade3bui;@nxwth

, and frequently

gk~

éehes would have picked up dollar bills, quarters, fifty-cent pieces
Qs
that had been dropped by these menSWhlch may give you an 1dea4to the
lf\ wh-oh ‘H’\en ie‘%’b Q‘wwnmﬂ S,
condition ithey-were—ine> __
BT
/fEmlly If one of the William and Mary girls wanted to date an out-of- , @%ﬁ
o

fﬁl town serviceman could she do this? @y”ﬁ&%

Miss Wynne-Roberts: Yes.

Emidy: How would she go about it?

She would have to get a card from the office.
From your office?

Miss Wynne-Roberts: Yes. A social card

igf Emily: Bid he have to come apply for it
7 %

Miss Wynne-Roberts: ;No;k There was a form that he made out and he was given

the social card.

Emily: What if a girl was walking down Duke of Gloucester Street on Saturday



36

afternoon and was invited out for Saturday night, what did she do?

Miss Wynne-Roberts: She signed out.

s ',wd:‘*‘iﬁ‘n“”ﬁheﬁ there was
a book in the hall of each dormitory and t

f‘ ~aut, where they bw/fhw J

er%ng and whe=they-werexgoing with. WVwWVA

e

WS —

. et A TS -

Emily: What if she had just met him for that afternoon? Could h get a ca&\\

%
!

for that night or would he have to wait until you were in your office? *

W Miss Wynne-Roberts: He would have had to wait. Of course they went to the

/ ; wyﬁ corner @reeks and all those places in the first block there. They
":%hg’g%‘i

AV

were good gathering places.

Emily: Then they would have to sign out for those places, too.

Miss Wynne—Roberts At nig‘“.& If they were going off campus, yes, /

ety e o AT
ot st .3 -

Emily: The social card would Iﬁf;%yyivhere off the campus?
¥ m
o

Miss Wynne-Roberts: Yes. And to go out of tovm;\,i,n a car they had to have

_,«,—«,,M—«_,.«-

special written permission from their parents.
Emily: Many of the activities of the girls;_:-i,t's interesting to read in
the Flat Hat during the war about the knitting and the dances they would

. m
have) ;‘i-ne stafg and the bond drives ) and the competition they had
akout
among each other. And another f@éc&t that I found someth:.ng/( in the
Was
Flat Hat, the air raids. r wehdered ~Ioud el abodt e a™ t\ ,e(s(

— =1

Miss Wynne-Roberts: I had a special place to x&emd— ané’ the studentwere ﬁ,;@‘ﬁ&{g”

/Zw-

3
gimen special places to gggé‘éa;mjseﬁbeﬂaagfglaces thek were p*tro]ned 9 -

W,

Fud-thisares, thats waswam}%ssigmnem;&made to certain people, faculty
A

peapleras well as the college security pee«pé%jb&t——there—wei:e_centam_

a
plaw@aﬂfer;%lﬁerem “peopl‘”"“' 1ad-"the-responsibility~of- pgtroia‘.mg.

W ‘ The

' - special regulations as to where they-

In the women's dormitories fth

should be in the dormitory and what they should do.
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Emily: You were telling me earlier about one time your going up to the air
raid [85 the aol(aﬂe.\:l .

Miss WynnejRoberts: Oh, yes. It was in the evenlngOI heard the alarm ;S0 I

quickly got on my bicycle (a{nd W?,S lieaded towards the college. ﬁé I
got e jush aboutﬁ?y Bruton} ﬁianjdn:;/pgllceman stopped me and asked @e what
I was doing at that time on the street because the alarm had gone off.
-;SvﬁI just-told him that I was on my way to the }ﬁo'llege to be at my
post. #mhe saidg all right and waved me on, ﬁut he was very stern.
-Qf-course,.he realized:—Afterwards I told ~“him-that-I-tived-down-—at...
the. far-end-of-~Puke-of-Gloucester-Street-and-had-to-come.up....

Emily: Did these blackouts and air raids take place frequently, do you
remember? ‘*’@5 A % / @i/:q

Miss Wynne-Roberts: Dot too frequently, ﬁ@,’{“}fust ofte%to keep people alert.

Emily: That was the point, I'm sure. What do you recall about the morale
of the girls during the war? They had the ﬂc!';’nap1a1:'.n',1sschoc>1 and the
training unit on the campus. The regularvzzi;‘;dent body was off in the
ﬂi,litary. /ﬁl . gr 5

Miss Wynne-Roberts: wthemmmesre ’[P'he majority of-them, yes.

vww%vmanyﬂtj
I&tbﬁ_gk‘amm%he girls %eﬁw%me dates ‘Z/\/ Jmen fron;?
fxom- Camp Pe;fry %ﬁth the chaplain'’ § group Aon campus. “fwcourksé:
there was?4|ﬁ1§et1tlon between the glrlsdgndx getting their ijtis I
don't think t}:f;::'s changed. Somehow or other they adjusted,very well,

I think. And é:hey did many things to raise money for good causes.

T don't recall anything special.
Emily: But they did seem enthusiastic about the war effort ,fmm what I've read‘f@
Miss Wynne-Roberts: Oh, yes, ﬁery.
Emily: Do you know if any quit to go into war work)or did most girls just

keep on with their education?

of the
Miss Wynne-RobertS° I think most ,(girls kept on with their education. As
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far as T recall the ones in college just-stayed on in college}} I don't

know what they did bgtween one year and the next. I didn't &Rew follow
that upwgﬁhQ¥&ueneathe5e~e¥~#beyuwe£eni%ew~%ﬂtw%heywwarkeémhaadmonmprg;mw
Jects.-for- raising--money—for-good-causesa.

Emily: Now the sororities weren't dissolved during the war, I don't think.
They probably had some competition between them to see who could do the
most. ..

Miss Wynne-Roberts: Well, somewhat. And yet they worked very—weiiz,ve
nicely together. ®u¥ each sorority had certain projects that they were
interested in, particularly;,and-pushed. Kﬁ&wﬁf course, they would have
lots-of dates with the servicemen. And ofscourse, there were a good
many students who had friends from their own homes who were stationed
at these different Military establishments. But somehow or other I
feel that they all tried to work for the good égﬁfall, pushing things
on and keeping things more or less on an even keel.

Emily: Some of the people I have talked to have commented that the students
who came after the war, particularly the veterans,were very, very serious
students. They were older, more mature)and someone said they were among
the best students they ever had. Didwyouwfind-th -mmhewwﬁgﬁal can see
why the war had changed the vaterané’attitudgz“gid you find that the war
had changed the women students? }

Miss Wynne-Robetts: Ml /when the veterans came Jback japd they were sa-

e/
serious aﬂéé&eé&%y Ehe scholarship went u@ éhe women ftudents{regllzed
that they really had to dmevewypthifif-te. keep up w1thf$é;m-;nd ;uépass Ethem ]
if possible. It raised the standards, ;ﬁdeed,it did.
Emily: A beneficial effect.

Miss Wynne-Roberts: Very beneficial effect, yes. And of coursejthe men were

much more mature. They realized what was expected of them in the world
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after they finished college> $& they were aware Of‘f%?t they needed
e A8 M v

to do to be prepared for this. And itameant«; ){hey o studied
pobicesble .

very hard and raised standards. That was vaﬁydemeéﬁena%~

Emily: I understand that during the war there was some fear that William
and Mary was going to become, for all practical purposes, almost a girl's
school)and I think it was about this time there started being some talk
about when Eastern State moved out to Dué%?ar that perhaps the ﬁollege
would make this the woman's campus. Do you remember any of this talk?

Miss Wynne-Roberts: No, I don't.

Emily: I'm not sure how seriously it was::§§$§i:;ig; I wondered if you
remenbered any of this’!

Miss Wynne-Roberts: No, I don't.

Emily: You were saying bhat these students who came in after the war-but.
they worked harder, that the standards of the college were raisedy did
you find that they were just as amenable to guidance, that they adhered
to the rules just as much as you seemed to have found earlier students
doing?

Miss Wynme-Roberts: I think they did, yes.

Emily: You didn't find a change in attitudesﬁ%

Miss Wynne-Roberts: I didn't find g%ﬁwg¥&é%gt

it a little more seriously and were more apt to take

chang?%? Possibly they took

ge part dmsithe

in formulating the rules and regulations but using, I would say, very
good Judgment
Emlly- It was at this timeg after the men students came back that there

had to be something done about the fraternities. The fraternity houses

had been sold or rented out during the war. And so the idea was hit upon
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the idea of building the lodges. Then did you have to find chaperons

or anything for the lodges when they would have the women students

there?

J

,«w—}“ ?{) ("t? /
No, I didn't have & anything with that

Miss Wynne-Roberts: f‘ . They always §?”vfai
?%ﬁ? baought their own chaperons.

‘Emily: Were you called upon, do you remember?

J Miss Wynne-Roberts: WNo, not for any of the fraternities as a chaperon. T

was invited to some of their parties or open house or.something like

that.

But it wouldn't really have been very appropriate for me to

have been a chaperon for any particular group. I had to be more or

less neutral. And ¢t at was the same with the sororities as well as

M' !f
with the fraternlties.ﬁXMy position, T felt that I needed to be neutral

And in that way, I could deal with each case as.it-wexe that came up

without any prejudice whatsoever. It just wouldn't have been appropriate.

Emily: Yes, I can see why.

Miss Wynne-Roberts: But I would be invited to some of their parties or their

open houses. And the same with the sororities. Some of them invited

me over to teas or to dinners, things of that sort that they were having,

which I always appreciated and enjoyed because I enjoyed knowing the

students @nmaw%mhﬁt“kmndM®f ewed and. somnhlng of thelr life in

R
thelr dormltories or sororlty housesg ‘ﬂ%ou know, things happened in the

A

dormitory in the evening and security was needed to be gotten in touch

with, the light o in th, tower of Barrett was put on. Security would
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*‘i

E
. “he
all-night. And if the light was ongthey would come amd find out just

where they were needed.

Emily: /'R this for allfglrls dorms?

Miss Wynne-~Roberts: s . *ﬂ vh—e&se;—somethmg happened in Chandler :f%t;hey /

juste- phoned ower, . ﬁ‘

Emily: That's a good system.

Miss Wynne-~Roberts: It was. It saved a@eﬂmﬁ trouble and time.

Emily: What sorts of things would they have been called on to have dejlt
with?

Miss Wynne-Roberts: Well, if there happened to be any cars parked out in

front/ or they thought there mlght be somebody pl aylng tricks or
or
something like that) 4 %ﬁ» maybe somebml'y was taken sick and needed to

go the infirmr;yw someshing-of-thatmgert . Ewd@%tumnall,wen%@pewialw&g{?
Of course, I wasn't in my office at night. That was taken care of by

(20 . L)
the house mothers. I met with the house mothers every week, on

wes
Monday. They would bring theirprepo
(v furesss LA 8 ‘
we would discuss [1 )and%mhinwha tLWas-gdin
L
‘we-would-discuss~it-and-straighten. it out.

- At g e A R AR I 5

Ema_«lmyuzm -And..swop..stories, too.

)agd s ﬂt&y*thing* camev»u a4
v. : f £ /&(‘r(i,g /Lgd S
O mbewp*]:ann OF- done,

Miss-Wynne-Roberts:~Not~in~the way of gossip.

Emily: . Oh,-no,-I.didnlt -mean .that...I' m sure it was-a very interesting
sgcupation.

Miss-Wynne~Roberts:—I-had-an-appointment with.a house mther.separately, Not

‘as--a group:— Every-now and then T would-have them as a group, more in a

social way. . But. they would bring in their reports. to me: and then 1f any

question-came-up;-they-could, ;we-could.discuss.it. And that was very j;/ o
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helpful to me,and I think they;\found it helpful, W But-—-there-was

)
never-any-comparison-between-one..and.-the--other.

Emily: Now during these years you were working with a lady named dean
Landrum. I wondered if you would describe dean Landrum and working
with her fer-metn

[0
;,«'\d
Miss Wynne-Roberts She was an extremely easy person to work with. Shre"

h;aémﬂhlgh standards . wha«éva real appreciation of young eop'l.e “and=
P

AG
‘high-standardsy /{h A ad 2 adte sense of humor. Aﬁ@;she was always

ready to discuss problems or various situations that xgould come, up and

ALRR G Y
help to solve them in the very finest way. A lovel'y perso ﬁto York
A

with,\ I don't know exactly what to say)other than thagi)t she«was

¥ {@
7
just.a-marvelous—~person. Her example was always justowhatesrou adm1r&£’%z

W"-‘
Emily: Can you think of any little anecdotes that might bring out her charater?

I understand she was a small person.
Very omall,
Migs Wynne-Roberts: AWell, shegqloved to walk /fnd in the spring she always

walked to Jamestown and back, at least once.

bears st mA:C)
Emily: T had been told she had energy. That certainly 40‘1‘€ars-ﬁtat~—up

Gt\ca‘b Aen! of

Miss Wynne-Roberts And she did. She would do ,regutag. walking down through
— ,*Qf | along
M@t%a amLx:tLl .through thereand. dmm ek _&i:pown and Jamestown Road.

She lovéd to W::tlkJ /&nd E«think she loved nature. That's one of the
pleasures she got out of walking through the woods and wadlekne to James-
town and gwoumd in different sections of town. She was a very lovable
person, a person whom you couldn't help admiringg
Emily: And students felt thij way too?
Eﬁ ;ufm
Miss Wynne-Roberts: Yes. I thinmk most of the students had no hesitancy
about going to her)although sometimes ~I-th«i=nk——-eaee—-0r-twé:eegl think they

felt she was a little austere but she really wasn't. Ttdeeia
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Aweren't quite certain how to approach her. But she would ‘usually sense
‘that and put them at st-he% ease,
Emily: Now what was the division of labor between you and Dean Landrum?
What matters were within your province and what matters were within hers?
Miss Wynne-Roberts: Heré were spore academ1 nd mine were more the sog¢ial

AL W Mm W

chesdormitories. \ ,Awewhad a danceﬁ;every Saturday

A

nighl'@ eyeryaws'fawtua?daymnxlghtw Charles Chandler would come and get me,

e
oy !

and I would go m “the gym,amnd he would stand at the door and ge;: t &

thedr- tickets or money or whatever ﬁg‘g‘e Wasfg;% wsbeewthaatw&heﬂ”‘m,gh;mpeopie
350 g

5‘»\;.,«»-‘

gat-dn , Imas,,,mthere wand \ighe students ased.£o0 \come 4p and speak to me

.

A NGV
/é'ome as soon as they came in and others sometimes during the M ‘

They always had a line of stags,which made it lots of fun for the girls.

Emily: Now this would have been in Blow gym?
LA 4%
Mgss.-Wynne=-Robetrts:: N\M&m»g-mmexexy Saturday m.ght

-I-ysedto:scoid:the:

Jboys..sometimes..because.there:they. were;~stags;and girls-over-in-the
Gormitory. just.longing.to-dance;

Erﬁily: Were the dances well attended?

Miss Wynne-Roberts ! Oh, very well attended. Xes,yery.well.attended.

Emily: We,g%ét seems,{ :;aybe this is an incorrect impression; but it seems
to me that after the lodges were built this sort of all-college dance

faded away)and fraternities became the social centers. Is that & an

theorrect impression?

&

p‘~ L

Miss Wynne-Roberts: No, ;to a certain extent that was, true. And.then.you S =g
,;\ LY

know.-the-girls -would-have.-a.certain cornex -of- the"gymv«othat.wthey‘. could go ‘t;:\}“‘* &

et G

=
I

to. so when the dance was over their escort would thke them .there or

‘”\
Q‘ tagging-when they were dancing.. - Then-possibly once or-twice a year,-the...

k\»ﬁ’\\

fa
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boys. And-then.-the.girls had. their.stags” S— The -boys would

Emily:

Miss

~dapcing. Those were great occasions.

sometimes . say.,.Il'm worn out.

WV“@(‘
Weddsy before the war this would have been ‘the dancesin the sunken C-arcden

in June, the f&nals dance. .. i‘ﬂ&gw%‘g& W%«“‘jﬁ,&,\,ﬂ/&m Wﬂ/ﬁw’ﬁ

Wynne -Roberts: ?\Those Wgre beaut1fu1 dances. They had the platform in

the sunken garden and a lovely urn in the center,with magnollas%m Iech
TAN
,d«‘

corneri Then epgon the upper levet there were table%andma«they»wwoﬂd» “a Y VLS
; P

. !
come.-there~to have-refreshments. Then-they!d-just.go down-for-their

Of course, they all had to have

Emily: 1I've heard a great deal about those dance,q 2

Miss

Emily:

Miss Wynne-Roberts:

Wynne-Roberts: They were beautiful, just lovely.
Mak ag Chem
I think Mr. Bryan was very instrumental 1n,\what they were.

Yes, he was, 4 very much so. Then ,0f course,the Dodge

Room and the Apollo Room,l all that rea was open. Amé there were re- /

o ,,»,‘

QU {f‘wﬁ :
2y e& les ;\on the lawn. They were just beautlful &

freshments gswwedduRdmds

And after the war they didn't have these so much apparently.

(/ Em:Lly
M:.ss Wynne-Roberts: I don't remember the dates of those, what year.
.
- Maybe you've got that down.
Emily: Yes, it would have been in the 30s with Mr. Bryan because they didn't

3

A e ot et o,

have them during the war, I know.

Miss Wynne-Roberts: ©No, they didn't.

\ Emily: So it would have been in the latter half of the 19130s.
e g, Bngan]
Miss Wynne-Roberts: Yes. A’ndwhe loved to entertain)»and he was a charming
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host alwaysg Of course)he did a lot of entertaining in his own home,@%
the President's house. He told me once, he—said;fyhen I was a young boy
my moth:;rlﬁﬁélw;ys be on the lookoﬁt to see that ;here was never a
wallflower.” Iéiﬁéiiﬁﬁﬁk“%hE“dfdn*t“sayiwailfIﬁwer,'I‘forget”what"term
~she.ysed, itls strange.

Emily: Getting back to Dean Landruﬁ;nnow she retired,I believe,and she was
replaced by Miss Jeffers. This is sort of a difficult area to ask
questions about, new it was said by some of the Board of Visitors when
Miss jeffers resigned g that(%hey were probably better off without her.’/

Why would you think that anyone would have cause to say this?

Miss Wynne-Roberts: I don't know.

Emlly'/“ﬁecause you had worked Wit?/?erﬂ?ere and then you worked with her
later up at 'TU?*xsi’ T )?Briiéckson Collegéf '

; ,,

Miss Wynne-Roberts: Jackson College is the women's college of Tutss ﬁwkw«x* *WMMt:jI

S

No, I don't think I can give you any clues on that.

Emily: This was into the)SOS)now)when there was q:iot of tension and emotion
about things like the athletic scandal and“about Pomfret's resignation
and agbout the selection of Admiral Chandler and this sort of thing)so
it could have been made in a charged atmosphere.

Miss Wynne-Roberts: I wouldn't be surprised. I expect that's the way it
came about.

Emily: Now both you and Dean Jeffers decided to leave William and Maryp,
you had been here for a very long time.

Miss ﬁ&nne-Roberts: Oh, she-left.befoee-T.did. She left two years beﬁowalftMCB

Emily:..-She-left—awecouple~of..years-beforehand

Miss—Wynane—Reberts: /éxbgt was she who was responsible for my going to Tufts.

Emily: You had been-at William and Mary for a very long time.

Miss Wynne-Roberts: deidnétmﬁeavemﬁheremuntilleSA wthfini:shéd’“‘""S‘?f’"‘é;hd
54m£hen went up to Tufts in September, 'S4

Emily: What was it that made you leave Williamsburg?
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Miss Wdﬁne~ (\\obe.:t‘cs L d(US‘t telt I'd be }\a@éﬁer theve

Emily: Did you find it difficult in the last years that you had been here?

_ Miss Wynne-Roberts: Yes. It wasn't too easy to work with Admiral Chandler.

b%'/ftf L

% }, . =7 I think that's all I can say about that.
A7

Emily: And Miss Jeffers found it that way, t o)apparent Y.
P ! . ﬁg‘ “‘”zﬁ/w g m},‘gﬂ\ v
ﬂ /V/%’:x Miss #Y'ﬂée’-Ro%erts- Apparently so. %,:ever vﬁ’gm«&n it de%@l‘e&m»h”ﬂﬁer»
vz The opening i 08
/ﬁf / abouftwa.t A‘She———-——and came at Tufts and she was asked to g j
)/"k% Y 3 .~‘§§fé‘:‘£.'~,i, ;{/é‘“’ id P 2 B
1eft.¥ After she had been there for a year she came down ,;\and»«was Just { Lf‘

340004&" ’ 4,

m&mg I don't know what brought i —a«pz;but then the next year she
W jw" Zm came down.and-she asked me,~afterssheshad-been.here-that-tiie~she-askéd

‘me=key, if I'd like to come up and have an interview at Tufts. So T

arranged to go up and'»ht{‘hen I di gn [ hear anythlng ore for some<l tle,
‘ Pt RN Ta R F s L
time. It was almost a earﬁ*%md I was asked toy come™ b ﬁg{
m\\( A }‘é\,l A m§ } W@g & ‘,-'. WJM,{V/ J,;M

pleased to go because h d always gotten along v@r,, =weld together.

k.:‘z &

: ,W}:;f‘%a*s“%ot&ow easys towmomkwwsjéh "Adﬂ?&’ra‘i”“@mlet [, Wversd

anything that yoq,‘j«-sé ‘‘‘‘‘

i @ f’mmw%wﬁ L0 GIREL
: ‘ ' d very, very happy relatlons with the, students” 6f both Ja k:son and %55«
% = ﬁ LA}:&: Witiiam snd Mgl 'Z‘{ﬁ
Tufwggf.?” One thing that Dean Hocutt and I di\_/ e set up a calendar for
,w,«:t,..,.,..? ~~~~~ P ,1 ’%ﬂd é\ A K" o Fio b,

,’ all the activities“on- the e*ampu«s T wfiﬁa%lvyug«@t”i:nmyofficethab”ﬁ

W Notices were sent out to eves

b »f” i ‘,‘7’3:5 : ;
andtall» mwt»lﬁey turng’d in a schedule of their meetings }r events a
/ v

i then sthats jthee:*cal‘endarﬂ -was..that -size;.. andweacbaone w:as»wrecc*rded w-wA:nd‘ cf,zf Z&’

: a’:fs«th,e;:;emere‘wconfﬂ:ietsl;[wwouldmca'}fl«r«~=ﬁinrwmh‘<)emer;;;s.ent& “the, submitted the
‘\ % £ ’;'

calendar ;’,'_Q'ﬁZZEhﬁziﬁ -_-evegzt:-s=~,~"~'“f*“woul‘d'*fearll _themi

Viggne

and..see if it ‘ffnot & tot o E CONETIEE: -"I’he're 1s,\a very 1nterest1ng

part. of my.work, . And another-thing, it put me 1n ‘touch w:.th -i

practically everybody on campusy-themeti; the women, “the” ‘fdculty.
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Miss Wynne-Roberts: Apparently so. EE% ever discussed it. The opening
came at Tufts Uhiversity)and qtan Jeffers was offered the position
of dean of women at Jackson College of Tufts University. After she
had been there for a year she c@jme back to William and Mary for a
visit. I don't know what brought it about,but the following year
she came again)and at that time asked me if I would like to come to
Tufts for an interview. I agreed to go but heard nothing more until
almost a year later. When I was 6ffered the position of assistant
dean of women at Jackson College of Tufts University I was pleased to
accept. Dean Jeffers and I had(ighays worked together with ease and
understanding. I had tﬁigve memoraﬁ%;}years there with very happy
relations with administration, faculty, and students.

One thing that DZan Hocutt and I did at William and Mary was to
set up a calendar for all activities held at the college. Notices
were sent out to all organizations, faculty, and students from my
office to turn in a schedule of their meetings and/or their events for
each semester. Each event was recorded on the large c3lendar. If
there were conflicts they were worked out with the person who sub-
mitted the schedule. Plays, lectures, concerts--the outstanding

jall-colbge events--were scheduled and given first preference on the
calendar. After all was recorded on the large diéender an approved

)
schedule was sent to each orgahiaation, etc., giving approval of
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. their date and time of events. As time went on other meetings and

occasions would of course come up to be qﬂ§eduled. By referring to
the large calendar confﬂths were avoided. All of this entailed much
care and detailed work. Scheduling and the continued work on the
calemdar have me an advantage and opportunigyto come in contact and
be acquainted with many, many people in all areas of the college

community, which was truly a privilege.



42

} {.‘

;t was sent back tq,e},

h«?w

ﬁe‘

this large calenrﬁ * l 11
\ ¢ f’\

going onﬂ JQxLJimng©a4é~have a meeting

. such a time or whether there would be a conflict. So you didn't have

¢ and see W‘at was

¢

Vmany confllcts.

- \ :b,\
Emily: You had worked under Dr. J. A. C. Chandler, Mr. Bryan,A?omfret
under Admiral Chandlerg thlnklng back over these four presidents Wthh

<o be 9
d1d you flnddthe strictest disciplinarian, I'1l ask it that wayfcj

-~ -

Wynne 4bbertS° Pfssibly Dr. Chandler4 but not too difflcult to work

[t

x %
with. But he was aE is01p11narian. %Thezédmlral gg% ngt éasy to work

YL g
ey
1hers WeXe s Very.- easy ? Of course,in the summer

With #ut allrthe“o

; ﬁ s

work with. He dld%ablgt %or the whole student body and the morale of
y

the college. I think I told you about the trips up the James River.
, >
Emily: Yes) ﬁhd the uatermelgén feasts,

. "
Miss Wynne-Roberts: Andwthehwaterme{g?nufeasts.

Eu'..l..l.] . N’@W PASASY s e ( I g
_3i bl
Miss Wynne-Roberts: Now there was one thingd*this will go back to both he
physical education years and assistant dean. The women students never

had games or contests on Sunday mornings. Nothing was schedulediuntil

/\ AR5 ;‘r— o
after noon, after church serv1ces)as it were. And that was4mun,theamﬁ» %
g \

LR ? vl elso
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Miss Wynne-Roberts: Possibly Dr. Chandler, but he was not too difficult
to work with. He was a strict diseciplinarian. DemHoke was dean
and head of the sglzrl‘y‘mer school. He was extremely easy and pleasant
to work with. He arranged many interesting and pleasant occasions
for the entire student body and mo:q@e,‘e of the college community.

I have told you of the trips up the James River and the wa,z?ermelon feasts.
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Intrameratsywe-had-lots—of ~intramurals:--The-women-never-had anything
wpEdd-the~gfternoons
~thirty
Emily: TIn looking back over&&@?years of service at William and Mary, what

stands out in your mind about those years? This question may take a

little thought
a2 57 Miss Wynne—Rosgiéhz It will. T would say possibly??the very pleasant and

‘?”“ Aé 4 .
i
ng 2&5 happy coﬁoPeratlon and relatlonships that‘l had w d}th facultx},}kf‘;f
[ ‘&gv ol '. e .4_. '+ =
“ﬁﬂ% administration, students,as well as alidts R

) ber: ,\montihsu k54

€hristmastime they would have, Just before Chrlstmas vacatlon, parties

;,{\"‘) (NM‘A‘; e : M’} p
and things for spe01a1 occasion, for the men, the S, the janitors 44
5 !

ﬁg«.&"ﬁ

and.all-that. Well, it seemed to me as though, the Women{fhhe mé&3e>
were being left out. So I decided that we would have, at the same time,
maybe not the same day but in the same period of time before Christmas
we would have some kind of social gathering for all the malds They
s ' Phe o £ .m«;k
O plasesenf’ d)fjv’mém&

seemed to appreciate ‘ was always a veryipiee occas1on
TV !

ﬁgéﬂhays%hadmﬁﬁqin Barrett Hall. WMrs. Campbell}who was the houseLmother
there)would always help me.y /&nd of course, the people in my office,too.
And-we~would-have~g-lovelywstime., Bus I felt that the maids should have
recognition of that sort, the same as the men. No, I enjoyed my work
at all timesj /Ahything that you do over a period of
years #there are difficult times as well as easy pleasant. You have so{@e

problems to be resolved. And Mr. Lambert was a very easy, a very fine

person to Work w1th a great help always, a great help

e e

Emily: I would urge you now or if any tlme you thlnk of any 11tt1e anecdotes

\

et me know~to spice up thg story. What I was saying about
. N

swopplng stories, I waén t testing spersions on house mothers, I was

to tell,

hoplng that weuld stlmulate you to think‘hp some 1nterest{hg thlngsx

that happened in the dorm. 'So if at any t1me you do think> of 11tt1e
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Miss Wynne-Roberts: This is a difficult question to answer. I had many
memorable and happy experiences to remember. Of course, over the
years no matter what one's work there are difficult and pleasant
occasions, problems to resolve, lessons to learn. The undersiiand—
ing, advice)and cooperation of Dean Landrum, D?an Jeffers, and Dean
Wyaté;élso my ¢3}Ee relation with each housemothe%(qgntributed
greatly to the satisfaction and pleasures during my years at William
and Mary. There were, of course, occasions and incidents when humor
brought laughter and joy and also broke tensions.

The years of relationship and work with and for President Bryan
and President Pomfret were exceedingly pleasant and happy. E#ch of
these gentlemen was considerate and approachable. Some of my duties
during these years necessitated working with Mr. Duke, who was at all
times most helpful, considerate, and "easy to work with.

There are two other members of the administration with whom I
worked and to whom I owe much gratitude: ﬁhey are Mr. Lambert and

tk Mr. Hocutt, who were at all times and nnder all circumstances most

understanding, helpful, and a pleasure to work and be associated with.



One thing which I might mention in connection with the department of
grounds and buildings was the little ehristmag socials which they had

for the groundsmen and janitors a few days before the Christmas holidays.
I felt that something comparable should be done for all the maids. There-
for-with the help of Mrs. Campbell, housemother in Barrett Hall,and my
office staff we had a moginlng coffee and gathering in the living room

of Barrett. They were pleasant occasmons)and the women seemed to appre-

ciate the recognition given them.



