Wayne F. Gibbs

At the time of this interview , Wayne F. Gibbs was the senior
emeritus professer at William anafﬁary. From 1926 to 1960 he taught
accounting here as the bushess program went through various stages.
During much of this time he also was financial advisor to the college
publications and to the Lamda Chi Alpha social fraternity. After his
retirement in 1960, Mr. Gibbs was honored by the renaming of the account-
ing c¢lub as the Wayne F. Gibbs Accounting Club.

In the following transcript, which contains only a few editerial
changes made by Mr. Gibbs, he tells of his experiences in the business

program and of life in Williamsburg in the 1920s.
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Wayne F, Gibbs
The interview with Wayne F. Gibbs took place on March lli, 1975.

Emily: We had talked the other daﬁ?myou had told m%)about some
1

:

of the people that had been inthe business program when you

i

t

came in 1926. What was the status of the business program ﬁ>W4“®M@@§Maﬂ
when you came here?
Gibbs: The gchool of/économics and Business Ldministmtion, as

I remember, was part of the Marshall-Wythe School of Govern-
+too mueih
ment and Citigenship. I just don't rememberqabout the setup,
trgs
Cwilliam A. 7
except that DP.AHamilton had a very large part in the whole

school at that time, but it didn't affect me, except that
I was in economics and business administré%ion. I don't

think his title was~§ean of the Marshall-Wythe §chool, but
he was known as ﬁeanwof the ﬂchool of,ﬁbonomics}and,ﬁusi~

ness/deinistration. Now we operated in the,ﬁchool of
Well)
ﬁusiness ﬂdministration with the men...ﬂﬂs I told you before

our intarview/%l taught a large partuag}actically alé}the

accounting work at that time. We did have a professor by

Cottman’ . .
the name oﬁqﬁﬁﬁfﬁmaﬁf'who taught some courses in accounting

and smmE other courses in the department, and we had a man
N lssonmt

by the name of Prcfesscr4ﬂe%seag¥who was more in the econom-

. st
:lics field, and we had a man by the name.of Dr. Pgtillo, also

Dr. Klamon who taught. Now we were attempting to be on
with the states of
the accredited list in our accounting work gin¥lNew York and

New Jersey, which have always been the leaders. We had to

have some law taught, but a114the business law at that time



2 ' . .
was taught in the law schoo%9~aad59ur accounting majors all

—

took Dr. Woodbridge's course in contractsfand I'm not sure
who taught the course in negotlable instruments, mad there
was one other course that I don't remember which was taught

in the law school end which was accepteble to the sccounting
Stetes ¥ ald Yewfersey.
boards in4ﬁew York1 Now that 1s the way it was when I first

came here,
BEmily: You had sald 1t was a very good , well-recognized school,
z

Gibbs: Well, a man bty the name of A. F. Woke rreceeded me
(ust how maiy yests he wes bere, T Aow& emem bery
her'e1 but hekiad made some attempt to make eontact with

accountants tbroughout the state, but very little had been
gfeac;‘w@g,»a:;,i@

done toward placementd I began to discuss the matter of
placement for my senior students with various accountants,
and 1 think that the college catalog at that time will show,#

if you compare it with the University of Virginia and V. P. I.,
in the state
which were two of the leadfng schoolspteaching accounting

(I don't remember whether Richmond had a course at that time

or not), but I'm sure ours was as complete as any at thet

time.
f

work
Emily: Was business administration, accountingq was this a

particular interest of J. A. C. Chandler's?

Y

o

Gibbs:0h, yes. Of course, Dr. Chandler was a builder, and
) .men
anything that would bring especially{a@wfstudents here

he was interested in. ©Of course, he was interested in
A‘t‘oe@

the othergrghe was interested in bullding the school,

ﬁﬁew le
2Zr® and that was one complaint the faculty4had' he was more

interested in building than in othei things., I thing'

‘‘‘‘‘

that is one-—-of“the primary reasonﬁ%he was much ;nterestec



xmxz
in economics and business administration, You seejwe haa”
C:E:han&m&. Yachoo! )A
a8 school &P*ﬁ%%at that tlme, but we lost 1t4 along with

the school of educatlon,when Mr. Bryan came in./

i

0f course,

anythirg that even smelled of professionalism,
//(\\-.._.., e o A e e, ,,..aé’-«.,.

S— s o s

away with. Hove ecoriomics went alrbng w1th 1t ) Aftér Mr,

as done

[ . e e

Bryan came here we were not allowea to have a concentration
or major in business administration at all, or as I remem-
ber it?in home economics. I guess they called the degree
an A. 3., like they had done all the time, until the new
/business/ school was started back in the '60s.

Emily: Well now, you say that J. A, C. G*anﬁler was l1lriterested

Why was it = -

in thls.qthat he had brought you here,,mybat attracted you
to William and naryﬂ “maybe I should phrase it that way?

Gibbs: 1 hold both my B.S. and M.S. from the University of
Illinois. I had taught four ye®rs at Nebraska Wesleyan
before 1 came lere,.and it was in 1926 that I obtained my
master's degree at the University of Illinois. While Nebraéka
Wesleyan was the second largest college in the state of
.y , ﬂ . defintely
Nebraskaf I realized that my future would beﬂhampered by
staying }% that school. So I applied to the placement
bureau at the University of Illinois for another position,
end it was through that connection xkax I came here. Ji's Y@ﬁ%&p{ﬁt&ves&ﬁ@i
I signed the contract to teach here without having seen
the school, and they signed the contract with me without
ever having seen me.

Emily: You signed it up in Illinoils?

I

Gibbs: Yes. I never came to Williamsbargin-rﬁ d.n't know why

1 can remehber the date so well-~but I never came to Willisms-



burg until August 26, 1926, My, it was hot! The gpartmentvddah
1 was supposed to have was not quite available (until the
first of September)gso President Chandler--znd they used
to have an old colored man by the name of Alec~-- he got
that colored man on a Sunday afterncon, .1 think, and he
told him to fix--I1 had my wife'e mother with me and my son,
whowas then three years old-- he tcld him:to fix us beds

locsted
out in the giris! dormitory, which wasqdown where old Tyler
L-Hali7 is now, just beyond that, where the infirmary was.
It was an old house:ran old barracks,#4they had moves here
from Penniman, and 1t was quite a place to stay. We went
to bed that night, and maybe I shouldn't say it, but it's
truqéil felt something crawling all over me. That place
was just loaded with cockroaches! Those girls had had
food in there, of course, and had attrscted those cockroaches.
So that was my experlence the first night I had in Williamsburg.

Emily: It's a wonder you didn't turn around and go back to
Illinois after that!

Gibbs: When{l discovered the conditions under which I was going
to hav;%iive in Willimmsburg, 1L wisbeéj?twas back in Lincoln,
Nebraska. I had not been used to living in a house that did

mErknot have central heating, and while 1 had what they called

_ a?'ticzv T gt vte .
an apartment here in town,11t was very unsatisfactory. On
a real cold day,Fif you'd spill any water on the kitchen
floog,.it would freeze. I put up with that the first year.
Is %hgzzimportant?

Emily: Yes, to know what Williamsburg was like back then.

Gibbs: welléfl'll be here 2ll aftlernoon if you get me talking



the next year-- depin
about that. But anyWay,ﬂl paid the rent4xnx§%mxpixxgx the

first summer 1 was here.in two places to get rid of that
whieh wass
apartment I was in--I moved into a }little houseﬂdown on

Boundary Street, just below where the infirmary was. 1

fired stoves in that house)andaused kerosene and cerbainly
had W ilienslaurgas

by the end of two years I,had about enough ofqthlsw( So
1 was&*@'aht;e to find a nice house-- at least a nice house
compared to Willlamsburg at that time--up here at 721 Rich-
mond Road. 1t has now been done over and 1is in much better
shape now, and it's still owned by the Casey family (Carl
Gasey lives there now). 1 was pretty comfortable that year,
but oh, 1 was paying an enormous rent[.l thought) at that
time, but you lmow it was only $60 a month. I saidy"I've
got to do something better than that." 1 wasn't making
any salary skzk like they're getting here now. And so, 1
began to 1ook}£orzwi;£;{and in thedgpring of 29 I bought
this 1ot’_herehnd built this house;and l've 'been here ever
since--moved here the firstheptember. I real}y had what
I needed. i;gﬁased to Ve when I was 1n Lincoln, although
j people ﬁhi?dfght it was Indian countrjgml was used to a decent
place to live, and I didn't figuré?ftreally had 1t, unless
it was the house on Richmond Road, which as I say, is much
better off no% ‘than it was when I lived there, %%
had about enough of%;h&swlﬁl told the preSLdent(QPresident

In fact,
Chqndleﬁ) I had enough of it. 41 had enough of i the first

ell, 1 had

year, and I told the president I wanted to go. In fact,

you may be interested in knowing that at the end of the
and

first yean%geverybody left the department except mey) I was



s
TR

Lk

?ﬁlooklng myself.: But the only place 1 cculd find was the

P
GnlverSlty of Vermont. I had never had a cours%ﬁn stg-
’ 8aid,

: tlstlcs, and théyd%m&ﬁwmﬁ12”lf you come up here you'll have

-

N,

- to teach StatlsthS.g'l knéw how cold it was, and I didn't
want-ypﬁgo up there.
Emily: Why had everyone left the department here?
Gibbs: Because the . . « 1 can't tell you exactly what it was, but
it was iﬁst the general conditions that people didn't stay
here 10%@ at the time .. And of course, living conditions‘

weren't what they should have been at that time. I don't

knows I just couldn't say what i1t was. Anywmy, I never

over
signed my contract until weilqaé%@rgthe time they called
Chandler

for the contracts. Tbsfpr631aent4called me in 4 and he
said, "I haven't réceived your signed contract.," And I
said, "Mr. President, if you have to have that contract
today, it'1ll have to be no." Well, he said,"I've lost
(body WAt you he oy«
everygrg else in the depastment but you. I don'tyif I N
%

can p033101y help1‘ He gave me a nice raise, mnd he

saldé"lf anytthg ever happens &ndfyou re not satlsfled

L

1 don*t wany’ you to qulq, I want you to come tell me: what

b qumauJ @;Q>X Q&C&Mﬁ
L suppose that's the reason whquewwepafsuch good

-

ff@g@@é}_ ‘He was above-boaro w1th everybody Well, that's

the answer: 1 thought;%}d‘I~want tp get away from here bad
enough to teach a course I had never had?)‘I decided that

wasn't so good, so I signed the contract and I stayed.




?
&

Emily: Naméygid he have you teaching in extension courses, too?
= v
Gibbs: Ch, yes. The first two or three years--or4§nti1 1931~
st least

i taught4two classes, and ususlly three, at night in Newport
Hews or Norfolk. We were supposed to teach sixteen hours

a week before we left here. When 1 was going to Norfolk,# o ’
yabter I'd dave a full dayls werky
I used to leave here at 4.:30 ig the after'noon4 drive to

. BOLOS 5 -
Newport News--at .that time you had to take the ferryp-

and we had a place over there, a nice kzxExxXr woman Lwhd7
A
took boarders, and we'd get in there. . . . We'ld leave

Newport News about 5:30--about a forty-five minute run over
ovey
to the naval base. And then we'd goqto this woman's place,

» ~~ - P
and she knew we were coming , and she'd serve us an awfully

nice meal. From about 6:30 until shortly after 7%%we ate,
had "o fash over v What is now _
and them we,wenb—derwr—broniiresent-dayf0ld Vominion and taught
- from 7:30
ciassesqgntil 9130, Then we'd get in our car, catch the

e 2

10:00 ferry coming back., We'd leave the ferry dock down
there about lO:}Q@ aaéggou couldn't find a roasd that was as

crooked as that road was (between Williamsburg and Newport
out
Hews)at that tim%?ﬁit's been straightenedqnow, but it was

i L that "%iwt\d w e -
old Route 6%ﬁ~?ané it took me just about an hour to drive,ili.

vsally had
I mention this in particular . . . I,useé—bo—rzvefanother
professor with me, a man who was imtthe fnglish department
lhere at that time by the name of Gregory. And of course,

LUuke of Gloucester Street at that time was divided with

parking out in the center. 4nd I'd open upg and I¢d be

‘ . Lndes gt howd T
coming up X8 forty, flftyﬂ maybe eVen more. . . . Well"

there was a policemean waiting for me one night, and he



3
A

never did catch me until I got up to about Monroe Hall( i'd
Fthe peticeman]
let the man out); And here he came up to me, and you won't
remember his name( he's dead now) "he was Jack Saunders. He
He was on the geilce feroe st thet treg
built the fraternity lodges over herg., He got up to the
car, and he said, "Mr., Gibbs, if I had known it was you,
I%d have never said a word." That was the end of that. 2ghose
were il
‘Wﬁﬁxkﬁﬁx the conditions we we;e/&ﬁ,%pperat¢ng under
No wonder we didn't have any time for research, but I man-
aged to pass the C.P.A. examination in 1928. I hold certi-
ficate #lL%, and it was the largest number of certificates
the state board had issued here in eighteen years. They

were pretty stlngy with them at that tlme.
Shouts

Emily: W%%%Mﬁewéf%ou were talﬁklngqhow pretty soon after Dr,
Chandler died the gchool of gconomlcs and business gdmin-
istration and the ;chool of @ducation, toé, how tbeﬁ lost
their status as a?échoolsand how they became submerged into
the liberal arts program.

Gibbs: Well, of course that was due. . . Dr. Chandler died on
May 31, 1934. I happened to be down at Buckroe Beach that

’ Wﬁa“@?ﬁiJ{A)
weekend, and I remember saying to a couple, "Well, I've
lest my best friend:y/And of course, Mr. Bryan came in
here-~-a very fine man, but a Liberal arts man, and he felt that
there was no plece hzxsxfor any of the prefessional schools.
Conseguently our major, énu=concentratlon Xx wes taken away

we, Petained® our
from us, and 1 guesqu%~%@3n~b@@ﬁmﬁwaw€économics concentra-

kxizmtion, I don't remember too much about that, but it was done.
‘ a&-& mﬁé\&hm W gk WLS
I was not allowed to offer any work in accountln%«, I couldn't

start until the junior year. I became so werried about that



A

sﬁtuation;'I sgid, " New York and New Jersey will take 52 1
€ the accredited listy -- that they opened the gates wide
enough to allow me to give gufficient courses to meet these

reguirements. That was the .situation we worked under under

Mr. Bryan.

Emily: You spoke about how a good, strong business program

and I know
brought in male students,;wwr. Bryan was interested in

building up tre male enrollment. I understand that this
Feasen ke brouehy 10

was part of thesCarl Voyles, to give the school a good
Prediome Ligen], S vi

fOOtball\ if he4was interested in it /male enrollment/

from that standpoint, why do you think he wouldn't have

supported a strong business program?

Gibbs: It's just too bad that you never knew Mr. Bryan. Nr.

u‘0jiﬁ{~ !x

Bryan had been brought up under the theory that college

L=tudents]
was not to teach a person to make a living; they,were to

learn their arts and sciences, and if they wanted some of
or
these prof8331ona1 courses (such as bu31nessﬁ education),
at least

they should go to gradua&te school for thatw-1?hat was

ny opinion. Some of the professicnal work was not guestioned,

but due to the fact that I was allowed to retain enough

courses to meet the New York and New Jersey requirements, ag well az the

1 f it edr £->
Fyf don't “think that hurt too much.

Emily: This was asccounting that wasn't hurt, you mean.

~the Aeccurting: run the adyspeed -

Gibbs: Yes 34 Until the veterans came along we neve r baQ4EK®K§m

acoo%?ﬂmain SQctmas}

k332 coursef=pwe never had enough stu-
ents k& for that., When the vetsrans did cowme inZwe ran
those advanced courses in tww or three sectias. We had a

big enrollment at that time. It didnlt seem to hurt the



ERRBIINBRE
emrollment too much; I don't know if there was any reason
or not
for it,(my being here)fibut I think my being here at that
A e stedents
time didn't lose 1t any students, andq ‘must have thought

fairly well of me, anyway. And I think#Zalthough we were
illosing ground to Virginia and V.P.I. during that time, we zlways
had enough majors in accounting to carry the work. Now as

far as the enrollment was conierged, %es, we wanted men.
' the situation would have been
I don’tﬁgaat4&9@%@~h&x@mhaﬁpeﬁe&mﬁ%”% if the pressure
i+
hadn't been placed on the president~qpressure against the
as it was
business reguirements hadn't been so bad,at that time.
We had ﬁﬁ“@re‘&:&&f (imx&& ‘re’.fu‘{“s&“ts an: )
" You're known by what you turn out.4 During that time

BEg had not only Virginia accou%ﬁants » but 1 had contactz

with (I did make contact® with)accounting firms which had {their main
offices in the gorth. Now I went to the Virginia Society

of Public Accoﬁ;tants meeting one time  fand heard Coleman

Andrews, Sr. (I don't know if you know who Coleman Andrews

o n&’\:}?

was, but he was a prominent accountant in the state and/}\

! #
past president of the American Instituté / of Accountant§{ e

He made the statement, "We just can't hope to employ all )
ey wete boys then beosuze the gitls didnt hawe nuch vee dov it~ ey were Teu
these boysaﬁﬁﬁ,é¥ we just can't hope to employ all thege @mﬁ#aghgwwg
whioh = ~

men from these schools,l've yaﬂgnwntioned (Virginia;v;P.I.,
William an%ﬁary)t" I didn't say anything about it, but the
minute I kxﬁ heard thatl knew I nad to go elsewhered) w—w—ag
I moved on to the other big firms in New York; I had diffi-
culty there because these Virghnia boys just didn't want to

go to New York. %am.not at liberty tc tell you where the
igyne I, Gibbs prize is éf&oﬂ? , which I hope is still in

the catalog, but it was awarded by a friend of mine who



. . 1t _— )
sald, "I want my name not to be announced, but I want it to }*

be in your name." Just about that time the Virginis Society

issued i rtifi i1
d its certificate to the outstanding young man in accounting
k)

‘not only here, but at Virginia, V.P.I., and Richmond-~Richmong

was in at that time.
o s ring YECUT WA P WOCEUITAY) NOD SR Y NECS | e aem vy ey -y
' Emily: Yowr when Mr. Pomfret ceme fhe was also from a libera

arts backgroun%%;?gas there any difference in his attitude
toward the business work?

¥xx Gibbs: I don't think so. The real change, of course, came
when A. D. /Chandler/ came here.

BEmily: Now you mentioned Wweterans. Did increased enrollment

- Yhe des of

mean increased&interest;éﬁ%e%eSﬁPin4a business school ab
that time?

Gibbs: Not to my knowledge. Exmrgxzxk

Emily: It wass when Chandler came,ﬂ%heﬂ%?. . .

Gibbg: HEvery school at that time was getting all the men that

hecevse enre teman

they wanted, They all came at ence? Bubt the change came
about when A. D. came., 1 think there was a distinct change

4
head o
at that time. Dr. Marsh, who wasAehaixma&%of the department v p o= that ¢

ond sovel me ofbepr
% A. D. came here, was promoted to dean of the facultx)

sh
fﬁnd the question came up as to who MAould become head of the
department at that time. I don't know whether 1 should

repeat 1t or rnot, but it's true: my being the oldest man

log: enf men )
1 was nzturally thej ene%to be aonsidered for head of the
— ohe cf\g,w \
department. He /Marsh/ came ewer?to my office, which was

in what i1s now James Blalr, and he sat down, and he said,
and thou gt Th oveds:
"You know, 1've prayed over thisﬂ Wayne, in my opinion,
. i)
you%ejust not the man to head the department.\/Well, that
takes the wind out of a person's sails. I knew my future
was cut right there.

stthasi L ne Dr.
They br.ught ip«a man by the name onThomas Luck as head



a2
thedr
of the department. It was my intention to leave the college

Earty
asﬁsegaﬁas possible, but I didn't want to leave Williamsburg.

I was doing some practlcal work, and 1 had quite a few
“that L cenld 9 efe td on, i G
eaxc»::ox,nfzts,1 but 1 didn't have enough that I felt I couldﬂdo
M"‘”ﬁ G .}m g we
without my salery. I didn' 4be Zanybody. 1 just told Dr.

Luck,/f”go ahead Bnd run i1t any way you can. I'm goling to =& oLt ata
do the best job teaching that I can until such time as I can
get mx away." Dr. Luck-ijough I never treated him too well,

became mambers of e
I was never disloyal to him--he and his famllyl®amem$@wbheﬁ?

hr/\‘iﬁ 3 ${7‘i &C‘—Q@NG
Presbyterian Church, where 1 wasqge%@g?and was an elder i the ohurah
therefat that time. I don't remember just what gear Dr. Luck
came here, but he and Dr. A. D. Chandler bggan to work on a

during theo "@gsm.ﬂm Now just WhEbe U
school (of ’msusiness)1 ﬁ%at happened then 1 had nothlrgﬁto S
do with, and you'll have to get what Dr. A. D. Chandler is

willing to give you.

But he /Dr. Luck/ stayed here until 1956. Although I

PN theaf
can't wention anytiing in particular, Dr, Luck,was a pro-
stavtedn
fessional man; he wanted to see a Qchoolﬂ So one day he

Vet
walked into my offlce(boy, we had some,interesting confer-

ences in there)., He said, "Wayne, I'm leaving the college.

o
L have told no one, not even the president., 1 wantedﬁto Koo i~

tett—youf first." Now I shoula not have had that pr1v11ege

6&@&@3&
- s ‘#,,* R AT -2 or W e N e < - R
UL LT JoTTNR =X R Gl wwaswsvu“pp’@"se@ mta@ﬂ I was out F- T~

s of the admlastration at that time., I was fighting for just
lOBﬁ:‘ N
as manyqae&@uatgfas I could get so I could leave the college. 9o J was &

h - h@{g @ v
- ) E%%mﬁe&é-J&mwaﬁ%9ﬁ"ﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ%ﬁWwbﬁﬁthEVTh ~thecottege gt ~

e viwwa-“w» '“"wwm%%m@&%ﬁ$m{j And Just what the story lsbe, iﬁu

LT £ L SRt wiel f nﬁ( Lo kﬁ';i < JJ m L\;w Gold e\
: j» you‘ll have to getﬁfrom Dr. Chahdler. ;eﬂaa&éﬁ NI will °
ol
- .recommend you, and you can have the head of the department

V,z/ ;};‘( /’z iy " - / %' y;v - ‘jm:_':;."«;'./-Tl:‘-ﬂ:"” ;' f‘z",@w o

A s
A P o
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, W/
if you'll take it.&”Well, I had had such disagreeable

experiences, I said, "I don't think I want it, I1'11 talk

my  end See phst the 't N o e
it over with my wife andﬂson/1 Well, they wanted me to

take it.
byt whst

There isn't much questionﬁﬁhaﬁ%the problems that I had
must have brought on the stroke which I mentioned that [
had in 1960. 1 took over where Dr. Luck had left off,
and Dr. . Chandler and 1 worked out a program with the rest

we Wk_;'“\-':f\"’?mg?"’;@

of my staff. %hef%all worked on ite--on wha@iought to ve

in the school of business administration. And 1 think he

/Chandler/ was satisfied with it; at least he was able to

get me a conference with the Board of Visitors. But the

Board of Visitors turned our request down. That's gll I

know agbout it; of course, 1 wasn't in the meeting, so I

didn't know what they said.

vimcld bauR
Emilty: Could you make a guess as to why theyqturned it down?
T '{..hx Y %‘; gﬂ? .

Gibbs: Yes}ﬁﬁy that tine the liberal arts were so0 established
here, that there were peopie on the board, evidently, andiﬂ&ﬁg
somés alumni who felt that there was no place at William

_ vSiness admoe slegtlen T
and Mary for education,4home economics, and those professional
courses, And if 1 remember correctly Dr., Chandler told me

e
at that time, "There's just too much opposition." So I

dropped -it~abZthat.

I was working on my profesgicnal work; I was about as
b had @y o) h o=

independent as anybody could be.q 1 could make a go with my
sav1ngs. I got m} flll f¢nall ?”“;

\«Dr. Chadiukr and I had a conference, and 1 told¢ him

some of the things I've told you. 1 think that's as far
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Ytee & with
as I should go, because I %ﬁ%ﬁ$hlm gt the time that all

the papers in connecticn with that episode were to be
there'd be
torn up,ano record made, no thness taken.
tryieg e get ?
Emily: You mean about %he school getbing” started erb—thart—bime T ¢

Gibbs: Well, he knew 1 was guite disatisfied, and more in

connection with my lesaving the college than that Dr. )
ateras.lim aooarped )
Chandler can tell you anything he wants tog I haven't any
e pideg
s&cretsw I‘m going to stand by my word.

Emily: What were the advantages of having a sthool of business
yasbead el
admlnlstration]ﬁa@hénm$%eﬁ*a department of business admin-

istration?
when you are

Gibbs: Well, %e«w@@??competing in the state -efVipgrig@with
the University of Virg.nia, which has a school of ¥FEXXREXE
commerce snd economics, and V. P. I.-@@Eey heve theilr own
gschool up theré, as 1 Pemembef, the University of Richmond
I'm sure had one at that time, and with the other schools
that you had tc compete w1tb§a$w$%a$~tam@ngou just can't

W'Lﬁg\ wt%t? 0‘&&&@7’"‘\ {l&’\@“‘- W
competeN On top of thaﬁwhonorary fratern1?¢&$~w1ll not
come to arjschool that does not have a school of business
administration. And you're just xlooked upon better with
a séhool, ﬁﬁﬁééﬂ top of that the faculty was putting such
degree requirements on us that it was affecting work we could
give in our own field. The main reason was that I wanted to
get out of the straightjacket 1 was in with the state of New
Thoge v &

York and the state of New Jasey. AFheabt€ about the only reasons

°§@> > haymg a school . Oh yes, ontoppt that
I can glV84 - . : you can't be e member of the Associ-
tion of Schools of Business without having your school. Yoo've guﬁﬁﬁﬁé& £Q

Thes have alot of other conditions that we couldn't meet as

‘Uﬂose, aie.
a department. I think4%ha%*% the main reasons.
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Emily: &nd then if you were

meet the requirements that

Wher the @ehenl was Fermed
Gibbs:4ye had our own B.S. iqb

e
still haw#t~they don't give

«

2

schoolj%you wauldn't have to

the liberal arts curriculum hsdy¢

) e

usiness ddministrationénd they
aiways o

the B. A. any more, but we y bada

f’"}

'!3,

s’

the B.S. as long as we had the depéggment, until the school

was started, whatever year it was.

feel

Emily: Thﬁ&“dld youqthat your work back in the"SOs (théspro-

posal you put before the Board of V1s1tqﬁrs) had ﬁ%ﬁ#ﬂﬁmﬁgsawm@twhﬁ

to déilth the groundwork of what was eventually set up, or

is this claiming too much?

~Fraamne yionll at” Lawt Yoo L)
Gibbs: The wholeﬁ%hwngﬁwas set up by my staffy Algln B, King,

who was on my staff at that time, did a good bit of that

work. Someone told me (I believe 1t was my daughter-in-law)

Dr. ; ‘ o
that,Guittmeyer told me that I had done alljthe basic workyn g etbing -

atré—bhen—-whef the thing starte%@it was already done for him.
I just wasn't man enough to get it zcross.

Emily: Now you said to me when I was here last that you were a
B “'F@* {
Did youbhink#that there was a place
st Will; am end Maeg D
for the professional man, speaklng over the long term of your

professional man.

time here at William and Nary”
- develep mest
Gibbs: Well, I think theqes%ﬁb&&@hmEﬂ%%of the pusiness school
there must be,
under Dr, Quittmeyer answers that question;ﬂbut he should

have the full credit.because he's done a wonderful job.

But I've had very little £o do with the instituion here

since 196C. 1 was told by three local doctors that I

ver
should never work sgain. 1 had a c {ose call,‘ana thank
WH’;V\ SO R VP @U@ et Té’%(» b j»{""

goodness,qb%aﬁksw%@?my savings,qL'm doing quite wellw~'

a few lucky brezgks in the stock market, too.

i
T

Ermily:While you were still tesching you had & couple of mis-

% M!‘ ( bbs wcuch teter @nj mﬁ»v“ *es sbat the ca( tees Ccn—f-em*ed o the @10“1» fe.
astelog, T Seems that bsth & B A 2ad = B.5 were Gﬁfeé“écf in business adm! ms‘iw&‘cs
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cellaneocus jobs. 1 found in going back in my research,
that at one time after the war you had charge of the

Da You temen ber therty ?
ﬂcﬁk-Study group.% ~1t musdhave been right at the end of
’ _ ) . . toe
the program because I don't think it continuedgmuch %@ﬂgerw%?
after the war, did it? I know it was set up during the war
with the boys working down at the Naval Mines Depot.
Gibbs: Yes. Dr. Sharvy Umbeck was a plee mover in getting
Tt was started dueitag the war
that program starteqﬁﬁo attempt to deaw'chrj boy  who
could stay out of the army to come. I travelled all over

the state for that program--Il1 don't know whether you know

that or not. But during the war I traveigéd extensmvely,

: < A alenyg wivh
I brought quite a few boys in. Dr. Umbeckqan&vCoach MeCray and some of the

rett of s o |
A we brought boys in her%gffemma%%w@ve%é% If they'd tell us

wrted w0 aome ) W
theyNg—eome ~thet; they could stay out of the army for one

semesterf%e'd take them down here. We'd tell them , "We're
glad to héve‘you.“ We developed jobs at the King's Armsﬁ@$“%%§%‘&aW@j
and of course,l was in charge of that. Dr. Umbeck, when he
became dean of the facultyg“dean of the college, that isq“‘
he turned that over to me / the work-study program/, snd I
Suah Lwwe &5
did operate it untilql aiyed to be relieved of 1t because
at that time, as lﬁgéiéﬁgou, I was trying to develpp this
professional work so I could get away from the college.

E?“Sﬁ@?@ﬁ%%ﬂ had the publications, too, up to '56, i

I asked to be relieved of fhat job., Now I can't remember

what year I was relieved o tﬁ%ﬁiaﬁiﬁifgi E;t gg:“gzobably

in the very late '40s. Dr. Bright came here--have you had

any contact with him?
Emily: I haven't met nim ygt.

. . . . 15 &bﬁw‘
Gibbs: Well Dr. ﬁngrlgbb/Qnow in charge of VBteransqp@Qgﬁam&ygr
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in aharge of the worh-study \,k@.; o
bt he took over?from me., JFXEEBFBEX 1 haﬁ he scholarsblps,

A

too, but he took over allﬂthat work, was brought here

primarily for that purpose.
o that et i relation o
Emily: You sa% %he@scholarshipsﬁaegﬁaﬁ§-WaS4bh%sw%be*ﬂ@heiarw%y
scheldfshipa Tod
ship-forfthe work- study program,?all the%men, 21l the students?

Gibbs: All of them, all the stucents., 1 handled all the dekailed

work for that committee. 1 was on the seholarship committee

dy
for some time, but scméﬁgq else was chairman. h
wa e have am g stered when g@uh&d ol el S0 R S
Emily: Now the jobs you,eculdget.uwhen you-were.administering
R i v weruia howe bewn
%%é?program,Awe%ﬁ%thegajobs with Colonial Williamsburg?

Gibbs: Anywhere we could get them., Boy or girl, either one,
we were glad to have them. But Dr. Umbeck was the one who

started the work with what was known as the Trsvis House
k Ja{?ﬁ 'ilw
¢
at that time( if yousrun across that), and he is the man
Sact L Remh t running $elt .l
who turned that over to m@quntll %he;tlme when Iﬂhad to

be'relleved.kb?~ggrggﬁ% wa g w55Wﬁ\% here @ivhat wine.
Emily: Another thing that you spoke of that you worked on for

meny years was publications. ‘
Ba ol
Gibbs: Only the business end. 1 was known as theAfinancial

advisor for publications, and I approved all the contracts.

shouidn <
Well, lﬂsay I approved all the contracts--bthabls- ao%~socf“i it @pple

PLiER Y ecause they had a student committee under Dean Lambert

(’53@ %Up S ’{h}i‘k was ~he il;,i§¢' RS 8 Bl @ pod g ‘a;;
to approve thg contracts., ¥o bill was paid for student ‘
e

publications unless 1t had been signed by me, and then

they were paid fhrough the college JFreasurer's office,

through Mr. Nunn. If a student didn't like a contract, Chast. e ey

by
44/ was worked outﬂb@Q%%én?the editor, the buSlness manager,
S‘i&" ”"‘“-"f’g,, J‘"\‘I{ ”%Lﬂ (f ft

and me, and then submitted to theﬁcommlttee, @ﬁdm%heywﬁ el il

o

X
ot
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actuiééﬁ approved the contract. oot ne Brmond

Emily: Was® the establishment in--I think it wa341968--of|a&

) CJ’Q o h
the business scbool,(ﬁ&ﬁgyou feel that«féa&;%ygafter forty

years (over forty years) that the business program at the
College of Willimm and Mary had finally achieved the level
which you hoped it would?

Gibbs: That's. extremely hard to sayys because 1 hasve no contact
with it. I probably have no more contact with@thes&wpeopleﬁﬁ
than you do. And I don't know--I1 can see--l read in the

paper about the council, as Dean Quittmeyer calls it,n He's

got some very influential businessmen back of the school.

e

I read in the paper where Aq@bauser-susch has given them

$10,000.

But just what has happened since that timg;LAMaﬂgg
‘ oy ) pather
énly people 1 knew,at the time (magbéyl'dﬁbe%teg}not men-

5

tion their names). . . . 1 understand that maybe?Dr, \
whioh weie the sape 8% mie O
Quittmeyer does have some problemsﬂ‘but I'm not going to

tell youzxggtgl know, and if he swears that he doesn't
I'11 take it all back..
Emily: When you came here in '26 did you ever think that William
and Mary would %rowkto be what it is today?
Gibbs: Might I sagriien I came here in 'Zé%élw%@@ﬁkfﬁ had earlier
told you that I had not seen William and MaryNe-I didn't
think that William and Mary was guite as far down as William
and Mary was at that time. Wiiliam and Mary was extremely
short of funds, and they owe it all to Dr. J. A. C. Bhandlerihat he qot these

thewm D
¢uﬂd@?>WheP6 he got{thesemiundgfgl don't know.,. But I found it a
e
very run;?own, a very ru@i?own schal. I don't mind saying--
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XXXXXXBERIXIMIN BX B AL XAE

whethe
I don't know z@ yo& ever heard of the old Citizenship Build-

it
ing or not-~ do you know whereqth@»oléwGﬁt&?emahﬁpwﬁuaid}ng ol
was?

Emily: No, I've never quite figured it out.
old Main
Gibbs: It was located etween theWW¥ew?Bullding and the old
%ﬁ%ﬁ@&?iﬁ
Phi Beta Kappa Hall vwha$ms§Ewell Hall now}ﬁlThat used to

be the gymnasium before Blow Gymnasium was built. It had
cracks all over the place where you could see the outside.

L taught many a class in that scdhool with an overcoat on.
“Thes
ﬂ¥®w§couldn t heat it; it just wasn't tight enough. The
Just toward
ilchemistry department was located ﬁa@é@oownqthls /weskt/ end

of the Sunken Garden at that time, located in an old army
barracks that had been moved here from Penniman. 1 give

you those two as an illustration’,
[!3:}& ?}

A e had a very small library at that time. As I recall
the school consisted of the three buildings of the old

campus inside the wall, Jefferson had been completed, Monroe
I hind
had been completéd,q Fhey lald the cornerstone for Rogers

Hall a few days after I got in town. This school was making

rapid progress under Fresident Chandler, but he had a long
X ‘tﬁ\o«.w*h”b Feam “the
way to go. Now if I had knewn the school. . . - \FEE ~a@e
and s higlbery
reputatlon4 that william and Mary was a much better school

Q P
than 1 found when I came here. Yes, I wanted to turn,my...=
my Qo
cap-back-arount and headsback toward Richmond and Washington.

Do you realize that when I drove down here in 1926 that I

hadmtd?detouéﬁiractically 411 the way from Washington to ®l ahmenc €

RTCHmond 2 fRotuber— 2
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The vesd had just been GUmR e:i,ee;%j;\ g
/Route/ 1 had not even been completed then &?bey tell me?

&99 e v ils uugw@u, Mi
dﬁﬁ%@awﬁﬁe%mﬁeenmvrmwﬁﬁﬁ%w%from here to RlchmonéEﬁ h@a,,

g

srapen
= C,ﬂ farther I got south at that time, I thought, "“Oh, why am

I moving my family to Williamsburg?" Have you seen the

old bulldings of Williamsburg? Ch, I've lived among them.
Duke of Gloucester Street when I got here, oh, telephone
lines, electric 1ineg§§§§§§ran bight down the middle of the
street, Oh, it was backwards, no guestioh.

Emily: Was the street paved?

@u@wmﬁﬂﬁwvﬁti€%§ﬁrhﬁé;

Gibbs: Oh yes, it was concreteﬂhym$h®m£1m€&1 got here, They
tell me that a few years before there was a pig wallow ngkﬁ“
across from Chowning's Tavern, what used to be the old
Colonial Hotel. 1 came along in good times. 1 came along

&Qgejﬁﬁﬁﬁ
after the worst. %f course, whah«m&é&gthis section Aas far
as the roads were concerned,Zwas the first World War, and
they had to have them to get transportation then.n%@ﬁfghen
you next see the pictures of those buildings, 1 wish you'd
think, "Those are the ones that man Gibbs talked about; he

used to live among them."

/Mr. Gibbs then discussed bullding of his house in Williamsburg./
+

Emily: I wondeq&f, before we turn this Ghin%foff, you would tell aﬁ&iﬂ
about when you first came and your reception at the A.A.U.P.?
Gibbs: I don't want to give xxx you all the names 1nvolved@*
\ A only " treubile (3 they dae i delend LhenselLes .,
#ﬁpheySFe all dead, t’tough.jz There was a man ir the mathe-
matlcs departmentqnamaﬁgg D, Gregory. He was the man that
the 55 & Prospedtive menber of & A.0F,
took me down for &.meetlngﬂ I dlan‘t know 1 was in a place

where 1 shouldn't be, and I don't think he dld\, either.
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But anyway, I went down there,gand they had their meeting.
Some Wby
But I didn't know. . . anyway I soon found outqthat I was

somewhere where 1 shouldh't be.
Emi.y! Because you were new?
Gibbs: No, because 1 was a Chandler man§<amd~M&ﬁﬁcﬁ*%ﬁ@“%aﬁwﬁ%{ wWas qppaged

) ey bf‘»j&t'ﬂ.\@ﬁ - . L
Bmily: And they tried to keep the A.A.U.P.'s existence from himjckgavmiﬁwwgy

ot

-Gibbs-t—fnd-most.of.-the-facrlty was-opposed to-J. As C. Chendker. -

Gibbs:bhfyes. Nobody who was a Chandler man should be in
- While
A.A.ﬁ.P-,ﬁM@%ﬁmA.A.U.P. is not supposed to be a blackballing

organization, this one ‘here | wask /o ST I think '

Lo

it's just as well that [ not mentioﬁqégyﬁnames, but there
were two heads of departments who were very rébid on the
situation, one especially, and I just know from what 1

heard by the grapevine that they weren't getting along

with Dr. Chand;ep, and the minute 1 was hired by the pres-
idént aﬁgsﬁ§%%;iw%amilton, they didn't want me around. For
years they wouldn't have anything to do with me. Then Dean
Cox became dean of the law school, and I don't know how much
he knew about my situation, but shortly afte;fgiéﬁWas able

to get the chapter here to change their arrangement by which thede was na

Mete bilackballing was done., Immediately I was sent an invitation.

Py that—time—Ttrateabout—haod—it. =



