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you been studying that when you were there?

i ‘
iy chueariens,
Pollard: I took some business coursesjbut E=took a general course.

Williams: I had wondered: what kind of business preparation you had at ALQ
N . \ (}'/5 )\J
William and Mary? ¢ e
p vQU:' [Q Y
Pollard: No, not much. In fact, the Harvard Graduate School of Bu31ness(pw »
e W
discourages taking undergraduate business courses. They'&apé \“’ ﬁ~gmél

*(! -whmeh is a sound p01nt45£2v1ew‘, I think -~ unless, of course, L
one as an undergraduate has to égﬂfﬁéo business presty-—sooh ,{‘M%W“
Williams: One of the things I think I put down on the outline and(I'm
not sur% was "attibude toward coeducation." Did I put that
on there?
Pollard: Yes.
Williams: TYou would have been in one of the first classes that had women
in it. How did the men feel about this?
Pollard: That's one thing I had recalled and noted. I came to William
and Mary from -the, I supposé:%;ain high school in Richmond, which
Qoedeaskional ) -~ ]
of course was and I dare say since most of the
whe eintered
students ” at that timegcame from public high schoolifz
that there was nothing notable about women being around when
you entered college. I don't remember any antagonisms or dis-
satisfactions. On the other hand, I think,” they were re-~
garded as more of a plus. I recall that rather frequently

after the evening meaJ ‘a number of the men would drop over

to the reception room of the women's dormltorxw;e '~ 40:36
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and do something really exciting like playing records og;ald
Victrola and dancing a bit! i

somexhing~realwexéep%ionai&waungwﬁeid—pgt:amree@¥d+enwan
iﬂxLVlctmolaﬁand~dancezawllh%le blt. I think saxophones were
Jjust beginning to be popular agﬁ%%iﬁ%mnﬁ;e~t%gfcwas quite

enjoyable. But that was hitting a pretty high pace then for
-H/\ ese
the quiet college. The women Weren‘tmln : nylarge enough

numbers to really change the character of the college when I
M C‘WQ”\! & f
was there. ﬂngqthe women felt like the men ﬁéﬁ%%ﬁha%eﬁ%wag_

. “predominantly—-and most of the time;'cthat they were at school

to getian educations-7Some were more serious than others, of

= betiveers Tl Sexes
cours « if there was any real sense of rlvalry, I never

debect =
eafb%@ke—ﬁ£ it. I think most men ~- and maybe youngsters,too7

young college age ~-- would feel that if women get better

S——

"

3
grades %hai was nqﬁf?flectlon<partlcul 7-on the men because lfe 1o/

N —_ e et

they would say women woutd work harder or maybe the men had

a subconscious realization that women are smarter anyway

= d e sn <
and the§—dé£%$ serve any¢purpose to challgnge them. It was
./\ 'I:L
a normal sort of 11f%( I don't know whether others found it
éﬁgé way or not. I -~ - -4 don't know Whether I'm an opti-

mist -+ and I don't think I wear rose-colored glasses)‘fvbut
I certainly don't emphasize going around looking for things orv
remembering things that are not pleasant.

Well, I might say that when I entered as a freshman
I was assigned a bed in Brafferton, which is described as the
Indian school and was a dommitory for men at the time, and
there were four of us¢ -- the rooms §%§e fairly sizeable. ~-

four of us in a room. It had two double~-deckers, iron beds as
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I recall, and they weren't ¥ery comfortable@f ’Ehepfloors

were a little bit splintered and never quite clean/but I don't
remember any @vwmb‘:nﬁr ¢> I think one's reaction to his
environment is in relation to his expectations. One of the
ailments of society in the last decade 1é¥ﬁ‘}x;‘épldly rlslng

levelé of expectations as compared with what can be f :Llled.

So the condition of the dormitory we didn't find burden~

some. leals were all taken,.as-I-remembery-among-the=students=| " | ¢

Joue.the stndents-from-a~distence, in th®’dining hall .

and the meals were announced by a r:.rﬁa.nsr of the bell. The

dining hall had lono- tables and we had student waiters e “as
I guess we still do to some extent. A

’ fog™
i cuetty/ o oa¥
Pollexrds C d whlle we 11ked ‘oo complax.n about the food %@ost aaa({y’oody U,w AR ‘

when o menths j‘ S
does I guess t-fwhe-'sher«they ea’cﬁm the same place) ~L5id s okl
gogd—Qged, plain and adequate. Usually just before the

scheduled time for the dinner bell there were numerous hungrys

a'!«p
boys waiting ab—the--edosed— 0 —the closed dining Al
) ned < e
4o be o poms wele ed T
room doorﬁ\, and occassionally the doors Nl ey open, a bit Y
RV
late. I recall an impatient student from southwest Virginia R Y e)/ &
N A
named Goad, who remarked on one late occassion, "They're as i Lo b & {
%M‘; e . "l . it if)/g“'(ﬁ/'g\fﬂ 3}
slow as 4 seven-year itch whic eeliing . I-shemghd~that v oo~ " o
Sw@_\ =SS o A o~ N
reﬂvaamé_a o w#background. ks g0 Lad

ik Tve slrendy commented that »
ﬁhe cost of attending William and Mary was one of the YUV

lowest in the state. My cos’% for thi first year could hardly
o
have been over $500 for everything./\ %ourse there weren't many
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But 1f the crOp falled or 1f harvesting was 1ate 50 that the price advantage
of an early crop was lost, then farm income would be low,

N 50

extras that you could get involved in -~ no carghgpai not much
going on. A4s I've indicated most of the students were from
farms and small towns. I was interested in learning that the
students from Eastern Shore of Virginia -~ and we nearly
always had several students from the Eastern Shore -- the num-

H p
VYQ/’Y ST LA
ber of them varied up and down thhAoutcome of the crop year.,

e

- TS

The Eastern Shore was primarily a produce~producing area.

e

I§f§~eeasnn “was-the-earliest-din- theﬁarea because “the ocean )
PN
(g)”\t Jyw ot

..

have refrigerated freight cars and trucks,so to raise produce

s
for the table llke strawberrle or asparagus or fresh corn and

geb theh;mnba few days earlier than the average grower gave
the producer a price advantage. Bqﬁmifw%@éy”were*iate, iy
bk 'ef moeney O

‘thenﬁ%he,pnxce~wou1d~drop S0~ that ~They. dldn't~make—a mindmasr.

So the attendance at William and Marx - -- w-especially from

was

the Eastern Shor%\ﬂfkrelated very closely to the agricultural
situation.

I mentioned the social-hour in the women's dormitory.

I don't think we had ﬁ%i don't reeal£>‘~ #7y- student activities
J('\ (,L'{fuu“‘ e ’

building. We didn't miss it because we had never known anythlng‘wwif'“

A
%‘4 e

like it. I don't recall any, student probleﬁ;

Larlnklng or /

p%eb&em WIth%heifacuity Of course, I know there were indi-

viduals ?fdeV1atlons 4?Now the insane asylum - ~<;hat's what

it was called in our d&m%cf “along with the college were the
+t we dhoeussad

main enterpriges. The town supported&SEeﬁﬁﬁcitizens, I be-

lievey) . People living elsewhere in the state

SN W S o
R S S T
Kt
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sometimes referred to Williamsburgééhen I would remark away
W £ M
from Williamsburg that I was going to'ﬁiiiiéksburé> as having
a fine institution for the insane. They would love to comment g ooy
first about the insane asylum and incidentallXJ@about the col-
lege3 And often I heard the quip that Williamsburg was a
place where the |azyq live off the erazyp .
3 P
One of the occa§ionallpastﬁimes of the students was to walk
by the asylum and chat across the fence to patients in the
yard. You can see how exciting the possibilities werel A
few patients were allowed to go into the town[fyou know)the
betler @‘FF) woold
ones withoud . . I recall one who attempted to preach
NV whereves A
a sermon&bﬁ% he coulde¥% get anyone to listen. The students
would invariably harass him by interrupting him;and when they
would use some vulgar word like "damn" or '"hell", he would
et the agan
walk away./l@haﬁypoor fellow time and timeAyould renew his

WA

%aag subjecﬁfﬁ%mself to the same treatment.

Itts like teasing a child.?fl was a member of the college

efforts to preach

drametic club or society or whatever you call it)and from

time to time we would have a dress rehearsal at the auditorium

at the hospial. The audiencgﬁof course, waé?i;maﬁtes. They

filled the hall because they enjoyed dram%lgné’gyey were always

attentive,and if we had a comedy with a little slapstick)where

the gestures were prominent, we'd get a roaring response. LDisevssian o wate%]
I said I don't recall any tension between the town

and the college nor at that time ’between the students as

a body on the one hand @+ . ~-r”against the administration and
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But this is in contrast -- that it, the personal and “individual N
approach is in contrast with the present-day emphasis on social \
reforms through governmental agencies, political activititées and group
pressures. |

faculty on the other. My generation of students con- e

sidered the college a place to learn, as I've indicated
before, and to prepare for the future, although, of course,
there were many who were only partly serious in this way..
D
It never occurred to us -- and I think this is iy signifi-
with “};aéa;z‘ ~
cant contrast --:to be hostile to our society and to its
instituitons nor that we had a corporate:iduty to reform
ov for social Justioe,

society nor to strike out for reform,\ Morality was a mab-
ter for the individual )who of course was expected to ac~
cept Bis responsibility in society and to par’oicipate\,?eh«i@ch
te—-a-different=matter. ¥ of course, William and Mary
alumni have contributed much to the godd of their fellow man
without being revolutionary.‘#Res‘coration of the town was to

th s o ' 235y
be a thing of the future --:\ye&a.——s—ee—&‘@ was 191 9;\ The town
was only gradually losing its buildings, buildingse of <olwial Emes - -
an occasional fire or occasionaljdemolition. My father in
those early‘year§)4saved the Blair House on the Duke of
Gloucester Stree’o/\preceeding Mr. Rockefeller, indidentally.
It was about to be sold to a party who was going to tear
it down( it was then in disrepair)and erect some sort of
business enterprise -- I think it was a filling station.
My father then got an option from the owner and secured the
money for purchase by contacting all the Blair descendants
he could locate)and he got enough money to satisfy the seller

’ by Casids A

-~ I don't know whether it was paid for in full. Then;later
the title passed to the college andﬁlater sokg to the Restoration.

[Discussion o notes reTecre & ‘to]



