Janet Coleman Kimbrough

A descendant of the prominent Tucker family, Dr,
Kimbrough continued the family association with the College
of William and Mary when she entered in 1918 in the first
class of women. After graduation in 1921 she went to
medical school, returning to Williamsburg as an. active
member of the community and supporter of the college.

This interview, a fascinating commentary on the town,
the college, and the place of women the first quarter of
the twentieth century, was recorded at the Tucker House
in Williemsburg. Dr. Kimbrough read and approved the

verbatim transcript.
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Williams:

Janet Coleman Kimbrough

June 2, 1975
Your father, George P. Coleman, had been a student under
Benjamin Ewelljand you were talking the other day about ire-
s the informality of it.
Yes. He actually was being tutored by Ewelligggz?than being
a college student because he was younger than the age for
college studentijut-gf that timg,&there practically wasn't
any college. Ewell just took anybody who needed to be
tutored. <My gather went up and was tutored in mathematics,
I think he sa;d, and he described sitting up there and talking
with Colonel Ewel%j-é?l don't know whether this should be
perpetuated or not}-#?but he said that Colonel Ewell wasn't
always at his best in the early morning, that he very often
had a hangover, and he'd have some ice out of the iosi?ouse
in a bucket and a clothiiggﬁg on top of the ice}and'at inter-
vals he'd change it and put it on his forehead and go on with
his teaching. I've seen times, though, when it was so hot
up there thet in some of the roomsﬂyou‘d have been glad to

LMp. Colemsi |
have the ice without the hangover anyway#. But he, really

A
didn't have much experience as a college student under Ewell
because father didn't officially go to college until the col-
lege was ré@ormed er~wha%everwyeﬁwea&l~$§§a little bit later.

This period you're talking about was in that time when Ewell

N
would come in and ring the bell back in the 1889?%?
—



That
Kimbrough: 7Yes. Hwell was Jjust sort of keeping things ali,v%4was really

all you could say he was doing. He wasn't really running

the college.

Williams:

“you never knew Colonel Ewell?
Kimbrough: OCh, no. fle would have been dead long before my time. I
just remember hearing father speak of old "Buck" Ewell.
oo & §4 Tima
He really saw more of r..well when his fatherAwas making rounds.
His father was a phySlClalba‘né?he d be out :En the buggy, and
F il ke always said he hated to see Colonel Ewellsbuggy approaching
because he knew then that they would sit and talk and talk
and talk and talk. But I don't know that ga‘cher paid a great
deal of attention to tha’tg—’é?* 1;19 was Just a/little boy at the
time@ they were probably talk:{ng about politics and finances
and so forth) which didn't\interest ‘gather at that time.
Williams: Were there many boys from town who ;aent and were tutored up- <
B
Kimbrough: I don't think there were ma.ny)but there were others@aﬁé——l——éet%
Jmow-whother—therewere—< I don't remember father referring

to any particular person who went but I don't think father

)
was the only one by any means.

Williams: And Colonel BEwell was the faculty -~ completely?

Kimbrough: Yes. He was the college.

Williams: He was the.college in that short period. Then when the college
was re;\openedﬁa small number of very remarkable men, it seems,
began instruction at the college.

there

Kimbrough: Well, of course, %«*@;{ was tremendous unemployment in the §outh>

—
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and so you could almosi have your pick of peopl% lf you had
any job that was going to pay a regular salary yo;z could find
all the leading scholars in that field;gﬁ—faf% the South who
ﬂeﬁégwere more than delighted to get a job. So that Dr.
Tyler came and with him the other six:seven actuall;g ‘that
they had. wf‘;everal of them were very outstanding teachers.
I knew all buW/I thinkgs one of the l;seven wise men ) but not
most of them as teachers, of course. /When i was/a little girl
in town they were still around,, . although most of them
were not teaching.
There aren!t all that many people that I know who did know them
personally.

%2
Dr. Tyler was one of them. He was still president O#William

and Mary my first year here so of course, I knew him both be-

)
fore I went to college and afterwards. ¢ Dr. Garrett was
still teaching when I went to college )and Dr. Hall was one of
theﬁgise g‘ien.)) He was still teaching; he taughtiom? father and
he—tbaught me. Stubbs was one of them’but he was not teach-
ing by the time I came alonggyI just remember what he looked
like. I think I'd seen him in church and things like that,

was

had grown. Who were

but I think he was dead by the time I 1

the others?

There wzs Dr. Wharton.

Dr. Wharton »&-deﬁ%- I think he's the one I don't
really remember ever seeingcw

There was Mr. Bird.



Kimbrough: Yes. He was still in town)but he was not a?tzzg college
when T remember him. He went into businessi--é; tried a
knitting mill here in town. I remember the knitting mill
quite wel%daaé?ghe whistle blew at noon and at five—elelecksr & 9T,
It was just bacé’here ~= not very far behind the house,
back here close to the railroad tracks. Mr. Birdjwesy I
think, hg;financed that. I don't remember him as a college

professor. %Whe—elee?-

. ~think o
%hﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂm&%~«£—eaai§;§&%%%he-izmﬂr1nnrr%
Kimbrough' I think I remember seeing all of them except for Dr. Wharton,
was who
but the ones I«remember~being—taught byawere still at Wil-
wWe &

liam and Mary4j-%h&%—ﬁas'Dr. Tyler and Dr. Garrett and Dr.

Hall. Father had gone under those same people.so we used to

)
exchange little Jjokes about that. Father was failed in Eng-

lish by Dr. Hall,and I passed-iy English under Dr. Hall. So

)

we always had a little exchange on that.
Williams: I understand that Dr. Hall was a very stern taskmaster.

Kimbrough: He was quite a scholar himself}but he wa%:rather e%éé%;c sort
ofﬁﬂ’taskmaster. He was sometimes very hard and other times
would pass it off very quickly) /éay very little attention
to some mistake or something that you'd made; it 2ll depended

st the “time.

on his mood& Be was very much inclined to entertain the class
by holding you up to ridicule,and I think the students were
more afraid of his ridicule than anything elseéynt ghen it
came to grading papers, what they always said was tgat he stood

at the top of the stairs and threw the whole bzaich downstairs)
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and those that got to the bottom passed.

So yours must have gotten there.

Mine evidently got to the botiom and gather's didn't. Bwp Dr.
Garrett I enjoyed very much as a teacﬂer. He was an extremely
courteous, gentle}elderly man when I knew him angfggg teaching
chemistry. He was a physicianjbut at the time he began teach-
ing chemistry, the chemistry that a student learned to be a
vhysiclan was about all the chemistry there was anywayjaﬁggso
he was thought more than qualified to teach. By the time

I lef@/?he was teaching only the simpler courses,and they

)
had Dr. Robb had-come—imgto teach organic chemistr%jbaQ Dr.

Garrett was thoroughly interested in chemistry and he
ves
managed to make it\interesting to me. It was the first sci-

ence I'd ever had?and I was just fascinated by it. He took

a lot of trouble answering questions and things like that.

He was really a lovely old man,t%ﬁi;st beautiful,courteous
manners -- very old-fashioned. And he lived right next door

to us, 50 I knew him better than any of the others. I played
with his children and knew them very well.':

What of Dr. Tylerilé?what would have imbued him with this vision
of the reéblrth of William and Mary?@hen he took oveg4/1t wWas

a struggling school.

I think he was teaching somewheres else)and I think he felt

that it wagjwonderful opportunity to become a college president.~
“@4}6 was quite young -~ and I also think that finances =-

g
-

he felt that this was an advance)that he'd have a regular
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salary that would be a little more than what he was- :

making befdre, But he was very much a scholar. My mother
used to say of him that he thoroughly enjoyed being a col-
lege president) and he thoroughly enjoyed William and Mary;\
but the studentgjéhe felgﬁfwere rather a nuisance. The
college and the history and the research that he could do .
fascinated him much more than the actual individual stu-
dents, especially when they did the things that students

will do. They were Just an irritant as far as he was con-
cerned; they were getting in the way of»éeiag;ﬁhe serious
business of historical research at William and Mary.

Was he a disciplinarian in any way then ?

I don't think so particularly. It was just that he was sort
of bored. He . wanted to turn his back on them to get -them
out of the way » I never heard him discussed as a very
severe disciplinarian at all)and I never saw anything to in-
dicate it. He was-pretty much would let things go and concen-
trate on the important things of life)which were the history

and the research that could be done and saving the old papers

From Lorsl *\«‘o’b@»ﬂjj
and informationﬂgetting lost. A project like thi§4would have

interested him very much.

He and his family moved into the Eresident’s Ecuse, did they?
Tes. ] -

Which had been vacant under Colonel Ewell?

I think so. I don't know exactly. Colonel Ewell lived further

out in the country} but I have a feeling he used the President's



House. I have a feeling that he was doing some of his

tutoring and so forth there, but 1%%4&%499% it

may have been in the glain guilding -~ I hadn't really
thought of that.# My érandx;other had a little run-in
with hin(ihich T think Phatts in Parke Rouse's book)——e
about the cookstove. My grandmother was tremendously in-
terested in restoring and saving the old things}‘m&-»-
this—was-Getonel EweIl I *mspeaking of ~%and so was
Colonel Ewell)but some of her friends worked out an idea.
}t’hey would have a sort of antiques exhibit up at the ;nain
bulldlnaf‘and everybody was going to lend their prize an-

thue&) sug they wowuld charge admission and they

hoped to get people from out of ;zgown and—aweysto comeoaad?

}he people would naturally come in the morning[ on the train;‘

of coursé) and spend the day and go home in the eveningdan@r

ghere had to be some way of providing them a lunchl, ’{o she

set up a commitiee and they decided on what food they wanted
.35.

to have gnd Z/.hen they told Colonel Ewell the;y‘,«anted to put

up a cookstove in one of the rooms at the main 191:.:1.1c’t’u:xg).5 /;(nd

he drew the line at that. He would have nothing to do with

it. He and grandmother had some very sharp words on the sub-

botbhe won octs.

,ject) A He said a cookstove didn't belong in the ma.ln bulldlng)

and if they were serving lunch, it'd have to be a cold lunch.
Williams: Whepn the Tylersa/ttreﬁf lived in the President* House, was there

social activity emanating from the President's House under them?

—¢
L swwe

Kimbrough:s Very much so by the time I came along)andﬂright from the beginning.
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(Annie Toeker)
Dr. Tyler's wife was a Tuckexﬂagé~a-qb and a cousin.of

our families)and she was an extremely friendly, social per-

so%igné?%t was juiiaz?e center of everything when I was a
child and I'm sureAbegan quite early. Of coursiﬁfat the time
she arrived here she must have been very young}and I think she
had -- T don't think she had all three of the children, I
think she had one a%ieast and maybe two of them, but =I think
at least one:of them was born here)so she must have been
pretty busy with the babies and so forth. Knowing Cousin
Annie, I'm sure there was social activity the minute she ar-
;becsvse she was
rived of one sort or anotherﬂ very friendly and very fond of
people; everybody loved her. She was just a delightful person.
This woudd have taken the form of maybe teas or receptions
at the President's House?
Receptions or teas or suppers orc£—eaurse§?having people stay
at the President's House very ofte?ébecau3&~%he?e~ﬁmsmver§§
%i%%&e——wg;}f you had a guest at the colleggg‘ﬂhey had to

come by train.and if they were going to do anything that

)
evening then they would be there until the next merning.
Although there were hotel accomodations it was not con-
sidered really properly friendly to send anyone to a hotel.
If possible, you kept them in your own house> #ﬁd o I'm
sure they did a great deal of entertaining. Later ogy%she
played a great deal of bridge but I don't think she began
Lres, Aeﬂc.\j](;"\,
that at the beginning of hep{«q? I don't remerber exactly

when bridge became populagybut by the time I was a little



girl, she and Dr. Hall's wife, Mrs. Hall, had bridge par-
ties and teas and=~things together quite often both there
and at the Hall's home, too.

Williams: You had spoken the other day of the close identification be-
tween the town and the college and how there was not differen~
tiatior%johat the college dg@ended on the town for its social
life as you were growing up.

Kimbrough: Yes, very much so. And the town depended on the college for
its social life, too. The big events of the year were con-
nected with the college;~< the dances, the '@ermans ," the
Phi Beta Kappa meeting -¢{it was a national‘meeting once a
yaar) ,}:é‘ and the commencement exercises, graduation, plays
acted by the students, and so forth. Thatwas—=< the town
Just centered around the college snéd-'. as: there were no

[%fioo.l © =

girls as students,/\anything that was done in the way of act~
ing or anythin%// they used the girls in the town as the actresses.
If there was any singing ﬁf they depended on girls’ voices from
the toanM The town, of course, was very small then,
and the only way to get anywhere was by horse and buggy or
train, so you didn't have trave]f from long distances unless
they formally came by traiq;}people would come short distances
by carriage . It was a very pleasant existence.

Williams ' Tiiqg-i\peaople in town, I think you said, literally opened their
homes tojtgésge men. s‘tudents.

V{;mbroaﬁhi Oh, yes. A great many of the students lived out in townéi&a%he%
than—= they:had one.or two dormitories )but those who could;y(
made arrangements out in town to swyow& we had at that time 2

a little building in the yard which was cailed the office"

%Gt had been my great-grandfather'!'s F—euess, it-was law



10

offic%}»é?and we rented that to a student as much as anything else to have
somebo;y else there. My father was a civil engineer)and

he was away a great deal)and 80 we had a young man in "the

office™ for two or three yearﬁaaadif lot of people out in

town had them in the house and quiéé a number of them gave

them some of their meal%ﬁandaghenever there was a "ferman®

up at the colleg?;gstudents h;d to visit around in town and

find someone who would take their girl in for the night

because of course, as I said, there wasn't any question of

<

leaving after the dance was oven§~4?there was no way to leave,

7

%nnffmféf any girls came from aﬁ& distance, they had to
find rooms for them in town. Of course, a great many of
the girls who went to the dances were town girls)but there
were a limited number of town girls available, and so they

Lhey

very often invited their girls from a distance and she; would

)
come down for three or four days. We had guests here at

the house several times who were here for the "Germans.? I
was Just a litkle girl at the timejand it was very exciting

to watch everything they did and everything they wore)and we
discussed it at great lengths. You'd go up to the college ~— —
and it looked very, very beautiful to me to go up at night/,
ané?}hey had Japanese lanterns from the main entrance of the
coll;ge all up to the Wren Building on both sides)and that
looked very beautiful, very gay. I don't know what happened
when it rainedf The dances were =% by the time I remembered

#
them ~é7wer3hsually held in the gymnasium which, of course, is
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gone now. I remember some things being held in the new
library. The new library is now incorporated into the law
1ibrafﬁzx¢ourse, it's long ceased to be a new library but
at that time it was negjandm%t had a very good flocrjbut
as I remember, the people inwcharge of the library weren't
too happy about turning it over and having to move every-
thing around to make it a place for a dance. Butlzhe gym ,
of course, the floor was all ready cleared for basket-
ball and so forth.

Williams: Would a live band = = be. brought in or were: records
played? - How would the music be: provided?

Kimbrough: That's funny. I don't remember much about those. It was a
live band; itfﬁg;lESfEfiﬁ%zjhOt records. We didn't have any
loud speakerqg;there was no way to do it?but Just what sort of
a band it was -~ I have a feeling it was probably collected
from around here. I don't think it came from a distance.

Now Cara Dillard and Carrie Cole Lane (Geddy Stevensew can
tell you more about that than I could because,of course, 1
didn't go to those dances until I was in schoo%aanéwl chiefly
remember when I was in school ~ dancing to a piano;but

the formal dances must have had more ~- we didn't call
them a combo or anythiné{%ut they had -several pieeesyg several
different instruments. But Cara was sort of the center of

T sﬂuue§}3 . I don't know whether the students themselves ~

ma-de — ;ﬁmw of them may have played.s .

or Cara

Carrie Coleqcould tell you more about igifr*earav
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For a goodiyinumber of years, jour father was on the Board
of Visitors at the college under both mnmder Dr.Tyler and
in the early years of Dr. Chandler. How did he feel per-
sonally about the statef coming in and giving more support
to the college? Did he think this was a good thing?

I think that was before his time that the state came in.

I think when the school was r%%%rganized that the state
put some money up for teacher training and that was when
the state became a major contributor to the college. By
the time father came, I think it was just accepted that

this was a state college. Ib-hed-been.-e I don't know

b4
exactly how it had been supported%”haybe just by student
tuitions - and so forth and what little endowment they'd
been able 1o save between the Revolution and the Civil War.
I don't know exactly how it was financed theg)but after
the Civil Wé:;{l.thin%g?the first finanecing which was really
done on an efficient scale was when theyrmade it a teachers’
school. Gf course, the public school sy?tem in Virginia
T70s
was very uncertain and poor up until thgﬂninetie§=and 1900.
It was really just beginning to get going. Even when I
was a chil§ﬁ;the majority of the schoolaéystems through-
the state did not have more rea&&y%than@grammar school educa-
tion}and that was why they had to have the so-called academy
here. ft"tcogfghe high school courses were given there. Of

=
course, some of the bigger centers went further thgn grammar

school)but a lot of them felt they%??did very well if they
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got them through the sixth or seventh grade.

What about here in Williamsburg? What was your education
like before you went to college?

I was taught at home. I wam the only person I ewer knew who
took entrance examinations to William and Mary because I had
no high school certificate or public school or any other sort
of schooling. My mother had been taught at home herself}and
she was a great believer in that sort of teaching and=

0
she taught us and had a young lady from here in Williamsburg

e

whn—camewiﬂranﬁw=?<£ guess you'd call her a governess)~f%who

Thexn
came in for about two hours a day and taught uﬁgﬁﬁé4as I got

older E«%eekgone of the college professor's wi%es taught me
for a couple of years)and one of the young instructors up at
William and Mery who was teeching in the gcademy would come
down two‘nights a week and tutor me in La;in and algebriyio
+het- when I was ready to go to college I had to teke entr;nce
exams. As I say, I never knew anybody else who took entrance
exams for William and Mary.

When you were ready to go to college bhen;%ha%—yeag;was when
William and Mary became a coeducational institutiong

Yes. My father had expected to send me to Hollins)and for the
last couple of ' years before I went to William and Margk?l had
been following a course of study more or less suggested by
Fhﬂﬁﬂﬁgj aﬂﬁ?i@en. when the college became coeducational %hén&that

-

seemed to father the opportunity to send me here. You see, he

-

had no sons, and he was parvicularly interested in the college)
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so this seemed to him as if it worked out just right.

Were you glad to be one of the first women to go to the col-
1egejor was your choice part of this?

Well, I had no choice in the matterf s I remenber, at all. I
was very much interested in the idea)but I really didn't have
any opinion. Nobody asked my opinionjand I don't remember feeling
either that William and Mary should become coeducational or

it shouldn‘%Xér anything else. I was Jjust an onlooker until

I became a student.

In the Flat Hats +that. spring before you and a small group of
women arrived, the Flat Hat was not exactly taken with the
idea that there were going to be women studentgaamﬂﬁg“their
iﬁ&ﬁﬁ&%y When you arrived as a studengé did you find any
resentment on the part of the men students?

Gomparatively little. There was a certain resentment among
the alumni and there were a lot of the students -~ it would
not have been fashionable for them to say that they approved
of coeducation, but they weren't at all unfriendly to the

e ‘-Ped

girl%}but it was fashionable4that this was a man's world and

that William and Mary was a man's college,and they were

possibly a little condescending in their attitude toward us

but as I remember, the students who were actually in college

EWG\"i& WS“ .I l
were very friendly. As I told you the other day, the war was

4
on)and everyone was thinking of the war so much more than
they were of womens rights and coeducation that we didn't

run into -~ I don't remember any unpleasant attitude on the
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part of the men in general. I'm sure you read this little
'y

urite-up they had this year -- the petticoat invasion or

something like tha%5-~am$'§he only thing I really rememberé)

M

there was %his one prqﬁministerial student who was very much
’ et

opposed ~- I don't exactly remember why -~ a young man named

Wickegyfge went on and studied for the ministry; I don't know

-

what his attitude in later life was but at that time he

i
felt that this was just all wrong. He felt quite 1ntens§fon

the subject that women should not.go to William and Margj And
at that time they had two literary societies and debates

were the big thing*~§ Just about evéry month they had a de-
bate in one of the literary societies -~an§:thsy decided

to have a debate pro and cogigaeducatlon. And someoney 1
thin%j'with a strong sense of humory put Mr.Wicker oq&o

support coeducation. They just put him on that side and*%henrthay*xnﬁ:ﬂaﬁ%

The two

<&
literany soc%@ies didn't have any women as members but we were

invited to that particular meeting. I didn't go; I wish I

had. 'ﬁntvégnmber of them went and Mr. Wicker when it came

his turn to give his section of the debate in favor of coedu-
cation, stood up and said, “as there was nothing to be said

in favor of coeducation he would have to explain why he couldh't
support it)and he launched into a very violent attack on coedu-
catioqsgnd-gome of the girls were rather upset by it, others

were very much amused, and the student body in general - had

a grand time. They Jjust thought it was a grand)big joke)but
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there were a few of the girls who felt quite upset and em-
barr%ésed about having gonqﬁanﬁ*everﬁﬁhingwe&seﬁ- This was
Just the age when the flapper was appearing?and he drew
a terrible picture of the awful flapper and the awful influ-
ence she was on the male students and how her short dresses
were disrupting the morals of the world and that the students
weren't able to keep their minddon their studies because of
the horrible women who were parading around in these short
skirts. And the skirts actually -~ they wore high shoes at
the time and the skirts were actually an inch or two 3?9ve the
v
top of the high shoes which was jusb supposed to bg}Eerible.

Fhe debste 1 ) 1
It«was a very exciting eventibut that is really the only inci-

)
dent I remember. There were a lot of students whose individual
opinion was that women didn't belong in college, that they didn't
need higher education, that this was sort of ridiculous -~ but
they didn‘t carry it over to being unfriendly at all. They
dated the girls if they liked the girls and they didn't date
them if they didn't and that was it.
I think maybe from the context of today meyees we would expect Yov +to fee
as yoﬁﬁarchedaup the street to the college that you were
striking a blow for women's rights in some wajxr:;;&&é=you
say it wasn't that way at all®
No, I don't think we felt that way. I think some of the women's
suffrage people felt thagfge were always being lectured to and

told that we wereﬁﬁioneerst--we got very tired of the word =-- and
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that we must set wonderful examples for those to follow and
build up the beautiful tradition of the betterment of women
and the strength of women in the world and so on)but I don't
remember that the students<«qﬁ§£e twenty girls who were go-~
ing into colleg%>~4§were particularly interested in pioneering
for women's rights or pioneering for anything else.

These wemeﬁ»wouldn'tAﬁeachers at the co;lege that were doing
this -«(telling you were such pioneersﬁ%;ihst people in town
mayve?

No. Anybody who made an address to the women up at the col-
lege -4?and someone was always addressing uiz;%yzg would
havéth@e% e in the morning>&nd if there Wa; any speaker
that came to William and Mary er~aﬁﬁ%hing§;he always seemed
to launch out a little on the£§ioneeringf§oung women. Buit of
course we had to start a number of ﬁhingﬁgan&ﬂﬁnnrﬂmrﬁwﬁ

§hey had, at that time, a great deal of discussion always the
éirst year at William and Mary,-emphesieron the honor system)
and when they spoke to the women about the honor system they
would tell us we were pioneers, When we formed our own little
self-government organization and someonme would come and ad-
dress us and explain the outlines of self~government;and?they
would tell us we were pioneers. We formed a Y.W.G.A::and
someone from away would come and talk to us about the Y.W.C.4.
and tell us we were pioneers. We just got it coming and go-
ing.

Did the women stick together -- these first twenty or so?

More or less. We weren't consclous of being a segregated <jh3gf3
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or anything at all but of course, the women's dormitory
was where even the town students hung out)eﬁ$i¥e}yh%het%§§
and any organization or anything was formed was always at
the dormitor¥£§u¥%“2§ were tremendously interested in each
other. There were-;bout six or seven town students and
ﬁwelve of fourteen dormitory students, and the dormitory
students interested us very muc%ﬁ-é?ge spent a great deal
of time discussing clothes and manners and what everybody
was doing and whether to use lipstick or not and whether

who
a glrl‘eea&é'klssﬁé boy was fast and so forth.
Now the girls that lived in the dorm lived up at Tyler Annex?
No, Tyler Hall. Tyler Annex was later. Tyler Hall tas the
new dormitory which had been built for men)and the men had
only been in it for a couple of years or so. They took them
out and put the girls in there and that didn't particularly

o do

please the men, but I don't think that had anything1with coedu~

)
cation@phat was just that their good quarters were taken
away from them. It was not only that theiragood rooms were
taken awayjbut the girls that first year were such a small
number that they didn't f£ill the building at a2ll. Now by
the second yearys/they did. There were about twenty girls the
first year, of whom six or seven were townﬁ’students)and +there

were sixty came in the next year and then there were a hundred

)

or so the year after)so it practically doubled every year there

for a little while ~~ both the girls and the men, of course,

because the men coming back from the:war came in.?(The first
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year we were there.l.everything was attuned to the war. A
good many of the studenté were not paying their own tuition;
o was
%hay«weggkbeing paid for by the government. They had what
they called the Student Army Training Corps (SATC%daﬁé—we
had—a- Gaptain Van Deusen(I think his name wa%>and o
lieutenants who were in the armyeaaée%heg;were stationed here
in charge of the SAquan&Aghen the war ended in November, of
course, the need for this SATC ceased>and so from Christmas
on there was no more SAnggné?E?e result w?icfaif the number ot men
at college dropped way down right after theﬂ-sq@e had a term
that ended at Christmas -- I don't think it ordinarily had, I
think it had been on a semester term beforejwéfbut because of
the war they enghed one term at Christmas and then there was

)

a second term that ran until sbout March and then a third ter@.

LT wies he,;«e:f 5

So we had three terms\then}the first yea:qand the second term

the population at the college dropped down I thinkyzunder a hun-
dred{gnd I think that was includingithe girl%. The twenty
girls, of course, were there for the whole year but all this
SATC unit Wa%éulled ougﬁaaé'gome of khem came back later but

they had to go home and r§%§inance their education after the

SATC was disbanded.

{Biscussionsbout Kente)¥

We had bugles blown at the end of each class period}and the mem~
bers of the SATC had to get up and march out of class and march
to wherever they were disbanded and then r%%ormed to march into

the next class and so on.
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Did they take classes with the students?

Yes. There wasn't much feeling about the girls because there
was so much feeling about the military at that time.%fThe
bugles were not completely in tune with the college bell)

and the professors for the most part ignored the bugles

and went by the bell and if the bell rang a little early,

)
that was all right, but if the bell was a little later
than the bugle, that was very upsetiing because the army
people were furious if the students didn't get right up
with the bugle and march out,and the professors were very

wWas
much upset if they did. Thereﬂwere'a small group who were

here paying their own way end—the—SATC——=—T—thnk-yrou-had=y"
4&}4%}4%§§ﬁx%ﬁr%frb®—%ﬁw%h&%fmwmsqﬁEhe college students who
were seventeen orrgiggggélly unfit ;5 something like that
made up the students who were not in the SATG)and they were
irtitated by the military and they weren't going to be very

polite to them) and they refused to stand aside and let

them march in first and things like that, &m& the three young

o =
officers who were hﬁre felt they had to enforce their
— tvo.l
regulati ons, end Mr. Kent could probably tell you more

about it than I could. I remember one incidenti~¢gat
that time Brafferton was being used as a dormitory)and
somebody leaned out of an upper floor as these three young
officers were marching by and,ﬁo&yeé? dumped something dowm
on the top of them)which made them perfectly furious. -And

they took a small group of their SATC under orders and went

-~
-
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in and searched the dormitory and arrested the young man

they felt had done the thin%9~4?o§ course, it was poorly

“
=

managed& th@g should have had better cooperatlonﬂwq—but

they didn't appeal to the college authorities at alyg

hey just marched the young man down to the train and put

Thtameontime

him on the train and sent him away,end, the faculty had got-

ten together and had a faculty meetlng and they rushed down
tran <tetion | ot the. dar

to the_ee%&ege'-qvtﬁe military put him on one end and the

faculty took him off the other end. I don't know what was the

final outcome)and I don't know any of the details)but I re~

member that everybody was having a beautiful time watching

3 Rent:
é that. But ask ¥r. Kf@grabout 1t, 'he +° probably - was much

g

more in on the story than I was.

Williams: This, then, sounds as though 1918)with this SATC coming in and
women coming in)i% m£gt have been a real change in the life
that had been known at the college.

Kimbrough: Well, everything was so changed at the time. We had daylight

Cewmeld s of Iy
savings ,~<%course we'd:never had, before. Automobile traffic

A T
was just really getting under way)and the army stimulated that
tremendouslxzyaé~§here were these military trucks ceﬁ%&nue&slycamﬁﬁnuegkj
coming through town carrying loads of military materiagfdown
to the ports and the army camps here, gnd;they tore up the road.
We had no paved roads, you see, and they—btore—up---—and we
had two very bad winters)and they tore up the roads terribly

and turned them into just almost an impossible morass a3

up—the -~ especially the eastern end of Duke of Gloucester
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Stree%jsé%zou really couldn't get across it. You had to
walk sometiﬁes three or four blocks up the street before
you couldﬁ??om one side to another because of this deep
mud. I remember stepping in and losing my shoe in iﬂ@"%
there was no hope of finding itg it was way down in the
mud. To complicate matters still further, the town de-
cided to put in water and sewage -~ or had decided just %2
ahesd & 211 this -- and they dug the street up to put in
sewer pipes)and that made it that much worse. Theybegan
the thing thinking they were going to be able to finish

it guickly and then because of the shoribage of materials
and shortage of labor and so forthf%t didn't get finished

P
were terribly torn ugﬁgﬁé of course, the fact that almost

as quickly as they thoughgcaa@’§he result was that the streets

every family had some member involved in the armed forces --

there was just so much change at that time that coeducation
Firls’ sKists wede 30?}«3 VP

was a minor matter.A)¢f course, the flapper and jazz and the

type of dancing ~- everything was’upsetting the morals and the
?

3
i} morality of the young people) and we were coming in for a great

Williams:

Kimbrough:

deal of criticism. Just everything was changingé#&% the
coeducation was just one small item, really. &irdes'-skirts
Wez@r1gxfng—a§w;

I think you had said the other day that having women in the
college changed somewhat the situation of the gther girls

in town who did not go to the college.

Yes. They were very—criticai“atffirst*cf”th3~vg;very much in-

P
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terested in, but very critical of ~ethe coeds and in-
clined to think they were an unattractive group of girls.
Of course, as a group they were noﬁg%q?well, they were
neigher particularly attractive nor unattractiva;they were
an sssorbment 7
justdﬁhewsorgaof girls who wanted to go to college. But
the town girls were undergoing all sorts of changes, too)be-
cause up until then there had been very little work of any
sort for women. There were a few secretarial jobs in town
for women. There would be a secretary up at the college) wu%jbegw
?&né?iuddenly there were all sortscof other things opening
up. there was a big munitions plant}and a great many of

the women in town were encouraged to take part in that.

. > - h&té‘ @\b g
It wasn't right in tewn; it was down near Pemniman.) There

A
had been women teachers in the public schools -~ tﬁat was
just about all. And then suddenly there were jobsehexe S
“were secretarie%éiu~evefy;éi§scﬁie¢3§ositions that had
been held by meﬁ wWere now open to women because the men
were in the service%éaﬁd~%ﬁe?291ephones were growing up in
every directionéﬁe—%ha%-%he%e:ﬁe?eﬂ~g»of course, all the
telephones had to have central women operators,and that
work increased. It was Jjust a period of intense change.
As X read ,
Williams: You were spesking of the number of teachers.4 it seemed a5
T-read that a number of the graduates at the college did go
on to become teachers)but you insteadg went to medical

school. Was it not unusual for z woman to go off to medical

school at that time?
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Yes, it was fairly unusual. Actually, I intended -either
eithes " ,
to go, into teaching or{%o nurses training. Both of those

A
fields were open to women)but I think it was my senior year
here that the head of the biology department -- I was talk~
ing to him zhout some bioclogy problem or something that he
was interested in or that I was interested in>and he said,
W

"You know, as a nurse, you won't get into any of this,but®™

he saig, "ghat you should - do is to study medicine in-

- =

stea%}" which I had never really considered before. I thought
about it and investigated ~ and found that the classes that
I had taken at the college would be sufficient to give me ad-
mission to a medical school. So I changed over to that.
Actually, when I first entered college there were ngé’major
and minor requirements at all. You didn't have a field in
which you were going to concentrate. You could take almost
any subject you wantedéﬁeq?

Did you consult with the registrar or someone before you chose
your classes? Do you remember?

You usually consulted with anyone whose class you wanted to
take. This all changed while I was a studen%aba%$%=pre£e?reé~
‘beeaase My classes witirwhet I hed-seleeted;-were-—very scat
4tereds I was getting the B.A., degree but taking quite a lot
of science at the same time)so I preferred to take it under
the old catalog requirements. The old catalog simply required
that you have a certain proportion of your classes from sci-

ence 1f you were going to get a B.S. degree or a certain pro-
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portion of your classes from English, history, and language
if you were going to get auB%chelor of/K%ts degree. You
could just scatter it around pretty mmeh as you Wantedw._.

#nd I did. Most of the degrees givenﬁ:§&i~say3 from then ong
were given under the new catalog withAdefinite concentra~
tion in a field of some sort.

How would you characterize, then, the standards of the college

at the time you were here as a student?

Well, of course, as far as equipment went, the college was very,

very deficient in egulpmengjané*the sciences of physics and
z +hat
chemistry have developed so since thenﬁ%hefe*e&mﬁﬁg;ﬁfwhat we

learned would hardly pass us =-- I don't think would have

- ﬁmwj)

passed usﬂfor a2 high school course in physics or chemistryhbut
in other subjects such as English and literature and language,

the standards were probably very good. ﬁnﬁ”bxo}egy«-q%

end-chemtstry a5 far as Tt went——uwe—reaizy krmew It—ima~
ot blelogy and chem.stry
way -- we learned the funadamentalsﬂprobablx;ybetter than
the student of today does becauss the fundamentals were all
there was to learn. Radio was just in its very earliest

stages. I remember Dr. Young, who was head of the physics

department, put togetner sort of a radio up at the college

. s
chape%éaad I remember several timgKtrying to listen on that

h
to music being broadcast from Pittsburg, I thin%gf’KDKA was
= { :
what everybody tried tgget and mos@fwhat you got was horri-
ble screeches and screams}hut if you got even a whisper of

music -~ and it was all by earphones, there were no real

loudspeskers -~ you felt more than rewarded because here

you were hearing music that was in Pittsburgh and you were

I think
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sitting up here at William and Mary)and it was sort of magi-

cal-seeming. We talked about Einstein. I think,sctually, we probably
~ understood as much or as little about Einstein then as the

average student does today because I don't think he's anything

but a name to most people. In fact, maybe we understood

more because it was news and we talked about 1t more. Now

it's just rather factual, disinteresting history; it's just

a name tuc%agway. Einstein and relativity were very new)and

even if people couldn't understand it/ﬁ at least they talked

about it.
4
Williams: When you went tgmedical school, then,gid you feel that you had
as

ragkbeeqxwell prepared at the college as some of your compatriots
in med school?
certanmly were

Kimbrough: In general, I think so. ThereASeemEdfta~be some a lot better
prepared than I was?but there were some who finished at William
and Mary who were a lot better prepared for medical school than
I was. I hadn't been conscious of putting out a great deal of
effort while I was a?%illiam and Mary, and as I sayy I was so
diversified thaet I wasn't working awfully hard in any one
field. Of course, the students’ who came to William and Mary
were very much more poorly prepared than a great many of
them are now because after about ten years of schooling you
were eligible to enter William and Mary. At that timgg:there
were some high schools that were beginning to run an eleven-
year course}but the majority of them did very well if they

had

had ten years.and a lot of studentq{ge% less than that.

)



27

There was a great deal more individual instruction given both
in college and everywhere else)which was an advantage to the
student over today. - I suppose it's an advantage. Of course,
what happens nogq is that the student does more independent
work)and that of cours%é may be an advantage of sorts. But
wWe really knew our professors and they knew us. There were
so few students a&%vthe professor didn't run a course that
was being uaught by an 1nstruc§§pr anytlaings He did all his
own exam papers{ he called the roll at the beginning of the
class{qand he knew pretty well by the end of the course which
students were paying attention and which weren't.

Williams: When you camg;édid the college have the " Wduq&'wwﬂ rules at
that time?

Kimbrough: ©Oh, yes. Of course, they didn't have "duqﬁ“ rules for the
women. The first year we were there ther® we really had
nobody -~ we weren't included as dué%% or anything else. They
didn't exactly know what we were, neither fish nor fowl. But

by the second year, we-begen—trying —te-—cr when we were up-

perclassmegfgagwe began trying to impose duckfrule@zpﬁr%%ﬁﬁz

~ 3v»9hshhﬂ Ip M But it was a little difficult, because by the

time we were upper classmegj%there were so many more freshmen
than there were upperclassmeq,%we didn't get very far.

~¥edls the dugﬁ?rules were sort of off that first year because
- BNYw Y .

of the warﬂé% reélly all that began to come back into college

life when the war ended. I don't ever remember women that

&
first year wearing the so—calledﬁduqﬁ"caps that everybody wore
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later.

What about social rules for women? Nowg while you lived

at home, I suppose you wouldn't  have been governed by
them.

Well, yes,I was to a certain extent because if I was up at
the collegqﬂ I was at the college dormitory}and the rules in
the dormitory were very strict. . They appointed a dean of
women for the first time that first yeag;é%é~ha¢;a rather

interesting woman -4 a Ph.D. in English literature, I think

b
she was -~ Tupper= - and we called her "Doc'. She was, of

course, a Dr. Tupper and she was from Illinois, I think, and

] she was quite a liberal person for the period. She was con-

stantly trying to avoid making hard and fast rules. BShe

>

constantly told us to try and establish a”traditigﬁif%omen
didn't do this through tradition, that women didnt't do that;"
rather than mske a hard and fast rule. But we had a great
many rules even at that that didn't seem at all restrictive
to us because %hafwﬁaﬁwﬁﬁﬁ%m%hﬁvﬁﬁq;everything else was being
run that way, too.  Everyone had to be in the dormitory from
suppertime on inuthe evening except by special permission)and
g. 00 oo
fromdeigh%—e4c%oc§%untild%eﬁueicleek%at night you were sup-
posed to be either in your own room or in the library; you
were supposed to be stu%%?ng. There wasn't supposed to be
any noise or oommotion.« ?ourse,everybody continually stewed

around from their room to someone elsé%vbecause they had to

borrow a pencil and they had to this and that)so it didn't work
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out the way it did on paper at all)but the dormitories
T}q@(\ at 1CI00

were very quiet.4 %%—%eaycigisekathe study hall period

1000 1030
was over and from, bten toqtenu%hirty you could sort of

1
and
roam aroundﬁmake wg-a racket . At 10:30 ,though, everyone

was supposed to go to bed and have their lights out ex~
cept those who had special permission?and you could get
special permission to stay up and study til 1%;?? you
wanted to:but then you would have to study in one of the
other rooms because you would keep your roommate awake.

At 1%¥Z§i the lights all over the campus went out and there
was no further light until dawn:came;énd that disturbed lMiss
Tupper ~~ the idea of having the women's dormitory in com-

lete darkness. The—eoldege—bturned-off—eail-their-Iights—then=g
Cvih 5£ ~ ~ r
-« there were no lights after 12:00 from the power_house éﬂvﬁ

/
-

and Miss Tuppet<man§ged to arrange to have a wire run in from
the town that supplied little lights on the stair landingsq
e Phe result was that  my second year at college when you
had go study 1at%}you would go out and sit on the stair??yﬁr ob
course, you weren't supposed to. You weren't supposed to stay
upxbut you could gelt up as early:zas you pleased)and we would
very often go to our romﬁ:and go through the formality of go-
ing to bed}and then get up and sit on the stairs and do our
studyingrf—ﬁéjglso talkeg to each other.??}or the first year
thergj%we had what wé called "social hour' right after supper
until S:OO}and somebody would play the piano)and they would

roll back the rugs :and dance. 4t this time people really
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went in for danecing in a big Way.ﬁADahcing every evening
gave the college rather a bad name from Dr. Chandler 's
pointforfiiou. He said that it was giving the state the
impression that they were spending their state money in

riotous living for the students and so he did away with

/ [danaing 1
the social hour which I thought was a pity. It went the
) 4 then
first year and about halfway through the secnnd year)A fhey

“+he
were forbidden to dance inxdormitory at all. We had to

make special arrangements to hold a dance in the college

gymansium or something like that,¢rDr. Chandler was a

rather stern disciplinarian in a way and Miss Tupper wag, as I said, not
at al%jﬁé?%hey didn't pull together,so about halfway through

the second year -- you see, Miss Tupper was here with -

Dr. Tyler for the first year -- about halfway through the

second year Miss Tupper left and we didn't have a dean of

women then for a long time. We had aﬁ;ocial directores%iéi

Miss Bessie P. Taylor who came in}and she was a real

)

chaperone in that she watched the girls with an eagle eye,)

and she was always tellin%géople that their skirts were too
short and that they were holding too close to the young man they
danced with and that they used too much lipstick and so forth.
She would sit there and watchiztanﬁany dance or anything like
that}aﬁd you could see her practically measuring the length of
the ;kirts and looking to see if they were doing any cheek-to-
cheek dancing-and so on. &ng she was there for a number of

p

years. It was quite awhile before we had another dean of women

)
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and the result was that organizations like the American
Association of University Women (A4AUW) had us on an un-

approved list as a college because they felt we weren't up-

A
holding the proper standards for women¥?ﬁ06urse~onix;%wea%ﬁ=

T would s: L women'sd

: WUMEn‘zndqﬁe had’rather good,»%nwea%éusayzqathletics.

Williams:

Kimbrough:

Williams:

Kimbrough:

A
If-enything, we had a basketball team§%aé?of course 4 you have
to have two teams to even practice}and when you just have
twenty students, you use just about everybody. We alsc had

iaestheticvdancing. I think you've seen that picture.

That picture in Cows on the Campué} yes.
My mother took that picture. She vame-up—to—=we were having
an outdoor display of some sort’and she came up and took

that picture)&ndaibﬁﬁpye‘ve used it a number of times since

&
because it's about the best picture we have of the coeds as
wer e
a group. Theywere most of theniin that picture; there were

whe 7
several of themawere not)but I think there were almost twenty;
~there were
I thinkhseventeen in there.
7
This was before they had the May days. Yes, that came several
years later.
Yes, that came much later. We had had May Day events in Wil-
Lhe, i;&veeaj
liamsburg’but of course itAhad to be elected from the girls in
Williamsburg as there were no girls at the college until that
Ciig 5
yearﬂand that year I don't think anybody bothered about May Day
because everything was so disrupted. It was several years

later before they began having May Day arrangements and parades

and so forth. The first year the basketball team and the
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aesthetic dancing were the only real athletics of any sort
omourt oL «Lv&li?nﬁ
that we had. We also had a certain4~ﬁ?right at the begin-
ning, but after the war ended we lost interest in that, toor
~—~4&%&uai4&~ceniain_amnuni_c£~éfiliiﬂg?i I remember we used
to march up and down and right face and left face and all. OF
'ﬁourse, that's what the men were doingfbut I don't remember
any of that later on. There was a certainiamount of tennis,
but that was completely on a woluntary basis. There were
two or three courts up there;and anybody who could get a
racket would get out there and play. First come would get

the court and both men and women played temnis.but I don't

)
ever remember any instruction in tennisé%aé?moiﬁ of the ten~
nis was pretty poor by more recent standards.ii¢ourse there
wasn't any swimming pool. We had swimming parties)and we'd
go down on the James River down at Kingsmill or something
like that)but that was most%g‘in summer ang not}iijing ‘the
regular session of college,nghe men, of course,4football,

basketball, and baseball which was very important. I don't

)
know that anybody had to go out for these things at that

time)but it was just more or less college activity)and if
you could go out for it and get on the team, why of course
you had it made as far as prestige went. I remember the

college games from way back when I was a child. We would
go up and sit in the4§;;?§iand and root for the team even

though we had no idea what was going on out on the field at

all. We didn't pay any admission; I don't remember paying any
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admission or anything@%e just went there.

Williams: Sgudents seemed to have really supported the teams{, I got
this when I was reading the Flat Hat%}

Kimbrough: 7Yes. It was a period when college spirit was very strong.
There wasn't any question about supporting ybuéieam; you just
naturally did. We used to have rallies{xso~called ) just

and
before the big games of the season}wheg«part of the initia-

;A Was t"‘ S‘t
tion of the dug%§ »c they were required to learn certain
cheer%¢g-bﬁ& we didn't have girl cheerleaders at all. I

hem ey
don't remember even consideringqmen? The cheerinz-was Cheerleades

would have a  megaphone and would direct the cheering)but ‘there
't
was any special costume or special activity on the part of the
cheerleader5 'ﬁe was Jjust to see that everybody made noise.
qf The boys' fraternities were very important at that time, too.
There were, I think, five on the campusjand there weren't
any rushing rules as there are nowg) you Jjust went down to
the stationjand if you knew somebody was coming in, if you
bb
possibly couldy you gragped him right as he got off the train,
as
pledged hin%soon after he got off as you possibl§ could) and
that was 1v. But the girls, of course, didn't have any
sororities until my last year here)m% the third year I was here.
Vs [
One came in % sub rosaﬁA? the second year but it wasn't un-
— )
til the third year they officially became girls!' sororities.

Williams: Was there any objection on the part of the administrationf

was that why?
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Kimbrough: They had to get permisdion. I don't know whether the

boys if they*ﬁ?wanted to establish . a new  fraternity

had to get permission from the board or not. I rather
think they did ".at that time,and when the girls decided
they wanted to have one they didn't come oubt in the open
with the fact that they'd formed one until they had gotten
permission from the board to have sororities. -There-—weres.
I thinkg three of them formed very rapidly, one right after
anotheggéaxréhew%ey%~haém«§'I don't remember any new ones

coming in.but I have the feeling they existed only with fﬁe

) e L T ,
e s - . = F‘ Jt("ﬁ"ﬂtix F«’of
permission of the administration. They had their own houses ¢
at that time>and as dormitory space was rather short, the

college wasn't at all disapproving of that -- they were very

glad to have them have a house of their own.
[%he soverities |

Williamss f?he-sa&e;;i&es??l know they,had no housing of their own.

Kimbrough: Yes. They had-#a¢ no housing of their own. At first they

Just met in somebody's room,and then once they were really

)
establisheqjgthe first thing they wanted to do was to have
a room away from the dormitory that was theirs. I know that
the Gamma Omegas, to which T belonved rented a little room

sue

out the Richmond Road. We kept secrets there. <#The men had

H’\ L2 “@t Ve
their two literary societies and«&nsp&r&é—fraternltieﬁjgﬁé~
%&e—g&%&s~ané—%he—%ewnfg&r&s:before William and Mary was coedu-

catlona¥ﬁrthe town glrls were usually-very-W*%heg;supported

one or the other of the fraternities, depending on who their

boyfriend was. They would be much more in favor of one fraternity
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i o
than anothegﬁﬂgﬁﬁ was a very important part of your soecial
life == wagryour fraternity. UWhich girl was wearing what boy's

We didn't
Pin was very importaangnQ«pseﬁ?the term "pinned" in those

days but the fact that you had a boy's fraternity pin pretty
well labeled you as his particular property. There was a
great deal of discussion when we first formed the girls’
sororities as to whether you should give your pin to a boy.
The girls did quite often) but I don't think the-giris—e
the national sororities approved of it very much. 4néd I
franklyjf don't ever remember seeing a boy wearing a sorority
pin7but the girls very often, of course, wore the boys'. —

#ome sort of a double standard at the tinme.
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ADDITICNAL QUESTICNS

4 ,What was the purpose in forming sororities?

Z<Was this an idea that began with the women students or were
they contacted by national representatives? sk s, o, é} F“”j + 2

4. Who were the leaders in forming them?
;‘\)V Were the sororities selective in the beginning?

g;.Could you describe the mountain summer school--its locaticn,
purpose, activities, etc.?
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